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BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – An 
informational School Board 
Meeting was recently conduct-
ed via Zoom conferencing, as 
Westminster residents deter-
mine if the town should secede 
from the merged school district 
with the towns of Grafton and 
Athens.
  Westminster had previously 

been forced to join the unified 
Windham Northeast Union El-
ementary School District in the 
fall of 2018, as created by the 
Vermont State Board of Edu-
cation under Act 46. The three 
towns had previously fought 
the school consolidation law 
merger all the way to the Ver-
mont Supreme Court.
  According to another cur-

rent Vermont law, however, it 

is understood that town resi-
dents can also vote to withdraw 
from a merged school district 
after a one-year period, if they 
did not originally vote to form 
the union. Westminster is now 
considering the possible change 
after a recent Vermont Board of 
Education ruling that has al-
lowed the towns of Readsboro 
and Halifax to break their uni-
fied district, which they had 
also been forced to do under 
the state’s consolidation law.
  The Westminster Education 

Advisory Committee created a 
petition in order to help orga-
nize this special vote on possi-
ble secession, headed by former 
chairman of the Westminster 
School Board, David Major. 
The plan is to reform the town’s 
school district with hopes of 
also stimulating interest and 
involvement in local education, 

which has seemingly decreased 
since the unified school district 
had been formed.
  “It means demonstrating to 

our children how democracy 
runs and how participating can 
make a difference,” Major said 
during the meeting regarding 
the possible secession. “That, 
as I experienced it, was very 
important to me growing up 
and is important to many in 
the town now... when they can 
witness people getting together 
and making decisions about the 
school they attend.”
  If the decision is made to se-

cede from the unified school 
district, and although all three 
towns would still remain part 
of the Windham Northeast Su-
pervisory Union, the change 
would allow each town to make 
their own decisions regarding 
all school matters without a 

unified vote involving all three 
towns.
  Topics of the recent discus-

sion included whether a com-
bined student body of about 
250 students truly requires 
three separate school boards, 
while there are also concerns 
about the possibility of los-
ing state funds for cooperative 
learning and other programs as 
a result of secession.
  The items on the ballot 

include whether the voters 
should approve Westminster’s 
withdrawal from the unified 
school district, and if so, to 
also authorize and instruct the 
Westminster School Board to 
undertake the steps necessary 
to form a Westminster Town 
School District that is responsi-
ble for the operation of schools 
and educational programs.
  If the Westminster voters are 

in favor of withdrawing from 
the merged school district, the 
voters in Grafton and Athens 
will have 90 days to vote on rat-
ifying Westminster’s decision. 
If all three towns approve, the 
request to officially withdraw 
would then go to the Vermont 
State Board of Education. Un-

der current law, the board must 
approve the request unless they 
feel the schools cannot comply 
with the guidelines pertaining 
to state educational programs.
  At press time, the special vote 

on withdrawal from the unified 
school district was scheduled 
for Jan. 5.

Westminster considers withdrawing from merged 
unified school district

Westminster considers withdrawing from merged unified school district.
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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Dec. 29, the Joint 
Board discussed automatic 
vehicle testing in Bellows Falls 
and Rockingham with the 
Vermont Agency of Transpor-
tation.
  Joe Segale and Michael Obu-

chowski from VTrans pre-
sented the specifications and 
benefits of automation. Segale 
gave examples of current test-
ing, which included shuttles 
and delivery using both small 
vehicles and tractor trailers.
  He explained that town and 

village involvement, a human 
operator at least 21 years old, 
and a $5 million liability pol-
icy – paid for by the testing 
company – were required.

  Trustee Wade Masure asked 
about other Vermont munici-
pal interest. Segale said Co-
vid-19 slowed the process and 
VTrans now had the permit 
applications, but for now Bel-
lows Falls, Rockingham, and 
Springfield were interested in 
the program.
  Masure questioned VTrans 

authority on Class 1 Highways, 
but left Class 2, 3, 4 roads for 
municipality approval. Segale 
explained Route 5 was a Class 
1 highway and the municipal-
ity would be given 60 days no-

tice and comments would be 
considered.
  Selectboard Chair Gaetano 

Putignano explained, “There 
are 12 crosswalks from the 
bridge to the bank,” and asked, 
“How does the car identify 
that a person might want to 
cross or they’re just standing 
there?”
  Segale said, “Most of the test-

ing around the country [is] in 
urban areas.” He explained the 
vehicle uses visual recognition 
coupled with Lidar, a sensing 
method that surrounds nearby 

objects with a three dimen-
sional 360-degree view. He 
said the vehicle “builds infor-
mation in its system and then 
it can react accordingly.”
  Segale said Vermont offers 

challenging weather and, al-
though Bellows Falls is “very 
urban,” it is surrounded by 
“rural countryside and grav-
eled snowy roads.”
  Village President Deborah 

Wright moved to ask man-
agement to form a working 
group, and Municipal Man-
ager Scott Pickup agreed that 

would be beneficial prior to a 
resolution.
  Wright wondered, “Why 

people [are] not more excit-
ed?” She reminded everyone 
that the test would have a hu-
man in the vehicle.
  She said that this year espe-

cially “The biggest challenge 
[was] to find ways to provide 
services and goods with mini-
mal human contact... This is 
the best opportunity to move 
forward.”
  Both boards unanimously 

passed the motion to form 

a working group to start the 
process of automatic vehicle 
testing in Rockingham and 
Bellows Falls.
  Later in the meeting, Wade 

Masure asked for a moment 
of silence to acknowledge the 
40th anniversary of the deaths 
of Bellows Falls firefighters 
Terry Brown and Dana Fuller. 
Brown and Fuller died Dec. 
29, 1981 while fighting the 
Star Hotel Fire. The Fireman’s 
Memorial Park near the loca-
tion commemorates firefight-
ers Brown and Fuller with 
granite benches.
  Fire Chief Shaun McGinnis 

applied for a grant last year 
and the BFFD has raised mon-
ey to build a larger memorial 
for Brown and Fuller at that 
location in 2021, also the 20th 
anniversary of 9/11.

Joint Board considers automatic vehicle testing in town

The Joint Board considers automatic vehicle testing in town.
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ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – The 
Vermont Natural Resources 
Council awarded a Small Grant 
for Smart Growth to the town of 
Rockingham to promote small-
scale development in the village 
of Bellows Falls. The $1,000 
grant will help fund targeted 
technical assistance toward the 
goal of preserving, revitalizing, 
or repurposing vacant or unde-
rutilized buildings.
  The Incremental Develop-

ment Alliance is a consultancy 
that helps residents strengthen 
their communities through 
small-scale real estate projects 
nationwide. The firm will en-
gage 30-60 diverse stakeholders 
for a period of three months in 
the town of Rockingham in an 
intensive training and educa-
tion program to develop a stra-
tegic plan for downtown revi-
talization.
  Small-scale development, 

also called “incremental de-
velopment,” prioritizes small 
projects by small developers, 
over a long period of time. De-
velopment Director Gary Fox 
said the town made the choice 
to explore this approach after 
a community visit by the Ver-
mont Council on Rural Devel-
opment.
  “Initially, 38 community 

members and stakeholders ex-
pressed interest in the Build-
ing Redevelopment Task Force, 
one of the three task forces 
that came out of the Commu-
nity Visit process. After one 
meeting, there was an assign-
ment that required some level 
of technical work. Fewer than 
a handful of responses came 
back with technical expertise 
expressed as a limiting factor,” 
Fox explained.
  “One goal of the IDA tech-

nical assistance is an effort to 

provide community mem-
bers and stakeholders with 
the knowledge and skill to 
accomplish this task force’s 
projects,” he added.
  Technical assistance will 

include identifying gaps in 
the development ecosystem; 
evaluating the knowledge, 
tools, processes, and rela-
tionships that either help or 
hinder, small-scale devel-
opment in the community; 
determining tangible steps 
stakeholders can take to en-
courage small-scale develop-
ment in the community; and 
more.
  “We are happy to fund 

Rockingham’s efforts to re-
vitalize Bellows Falls with 
targeted technical assis-
tance – particularly because 
the incremental approach to

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

Westminster Cares wishes 
to express heartfelt gratitude 
and appreciation for the gen-
erous outpouring of support 
we have received for our 
2020-2021 Annual Appeal 
fundraising drive. Funds 
from this appeal enable us 
to continue serving the com-
munity as we adapt to these 
uncertain times. Thank you 
to all the individuals, fami-
lies, and businesses who have 
contributed so far and to the 
entire community for your 
incredible support this year.

Donations received though 
Dec. 14, 2020 
  In honor of the wonderful 

people at Westminster Cares 
from Charlotte Kurkul; my 
children from Susan Clif-
ford; all the essential work-
ers helping those in need; 
Iris and Quinn Friedman 
from Susannah Cassidy-
Friedman; Donna Dawson 
from Claudia Richardson; 
Cliff and Wylene Wood from 

Arlene Scully; Libby Mills from 
Tom and Marcia Wessels.
  In memory of Ralph and 

Signa Buck from Donald and 
Nancy Adams; Mitch Allen 
from Russ and Peg Allen; Bob 
Davis from John and Jocelyn 
Benzaia; Bob Haas from Spring 
Knower and Chris Bergman; 
Lloyd E. Church from Carol 
Church; Joanne Cordano from 
Don Cordano; Marguerite and 
Cliff Dawson and Helen Cor-
dano from Don Dawson; Bar-
bara and Carlton Greenwood 
from Allison and David Deen; 
Gerri Palmer from Nancy and 
Leonard Farrar; Almon Flagg 
from Ken Flagg; Alice and 
Harold Shattuck from Barb 
Greenough; Connie Harlow 
from Susan Harlow; Everett 
Garland from Paul Harlow; 
departed classmates, friends, 
and loved ones from Pete and 
Judy Harrison; Walt and Pat 
Jennison from Cheryl Jenni-
son; Christopher Kurkul from 
Catherine and Walter Kurkul; 
Nancy Carey from Barbara 

Carey and Tracy Lake; Robert 
McKenny from Fred McKen-
ny; Bobbie Pebbles from Sally 
Martineau; Pat and Walt Jen-
nison from Betty Miller; Bruce 
Miller from Joyce Miller; Frank 
Mitchell from Mary Mitchell; 
John Barnett from Kelli Moran; 
Avis and Hoppy (Leslie) Dodge 
from Donald and Verna New-
comb; Marilyn Kissell from 
Dianne and Darwin Quinn; 
Wendell Mudgett from Philip 
Ranney; Terrilee Rounds from 
Harland and Cheryl Rounds; 
family members we have lost 
from Sally and Hollis Ryea; 
Sam and Fran Streeter from 
Phil and Jane Savoy; Richard 
Taylor from Beth Shrader; Joan 
Smidutz from Bill Smidutz; Reg 
Cote, (my Mom), from Wendy 
Speid; all who’ve died from 
coronavirus from Linda and 
Richard Todd; Ernie and Phyl-
lis Norman from Wanda and 
Scott West; and Staci Jones-
Mali, Joanne Stratton-Duval, 

Westminster Cares annual 
Appeal Drive

Vermont Natural Resources 
Council grant revitalizing 
buildings in Bellows Falls

See DRIVE on Page 2ASee BUILDING on Page 2A
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THE BEST OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE EVER MADE

The Classic Edge Titanium HDX outdoor wood furnace is the most 

efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 60+% less wood 

and is cleaner-burning, easy to operate, and requires minimal 

maintenance (usually only a few minutes a week). The titanium-

enhanced stainless steel firebox is designed to last a lifetime. 

MyFireStar.com    The FireStar Controller with onboard wi-fi keeps 

you informed of your furnace’s performance and operation. 

Classic Edge Titanium HDX 

Outdoor Wood Furnace

Solving hard water, iron, blue 

staining, radon and arsenic 

problems in the Central 

Vermont area since 1984
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Black River

Tax Services

Individual and Small Business Tax Return Preparation

Call 226-7034
for an appointment

463 Main St., Proctorsville, VT • 226-7034

All Furniture in store includes Vermont Sales Tax

Prices include Free Local Delivery

Excludes all Closeouts and Appliances 

    Here are just a couple of

Great Deals
                        from our Extensive Showroom

Furniture & Appliances
“Serving Customers since 1919”

Springfield Shopping Plaza

Springfield, VT 05156

802-885-4552 • FAX: 802-885-2303

www.youngsfurniturestore.com
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Family Owned & Operated for over 100 Years!

Ask about FREE SIX-MONTH FINANCING Interest-Free!

Queen Size 

Bedroom Set

Includes Dresser, 

Mirror, Queen 

Bed, and one 

Night Stand

Reg. $1199

SALE $799

Lancer 

Sectional

Includes Couch 

with matching 

Pillows

Reg. $2849

SALE $2299

Caro Duval, and Ginny Farn-
sworth from Tonia and Lester 
White.
  In loving memory of Phyllis 

Anderson from Bonnie Ander-
son, Jennifer Anderson, Don 
and Cindy Anderson, Lee Tra-
peni and Heidi Anderson, Jac-
quie Walker and Steve Ander-
son, Liz Bourne and Kendall 
Gifford, Lisa and Jim Calchera, 
Allison and David Deen, Craig 
and Valerie Forrest, Jim and 
Colleen Grout, Peggy and Dirk 
Jager, Ann and Frank Kebbell, 
Dick and Lori Miller, Jeff and 
Irene Michaud, Judi and Ben-
net Petry, Yvette Durell and 
Doug Sherwin, Wendy Schoen-
emann, Bill Smidutz, Eileen 
Deutsch and Ira Wilner.

DRIVE
From Page 1A

BUILDING
From Page 1A

development makes so much 
sense for how we build and re-
vitalize in Vermont’s communi-
ties. Bringing together as many 
stakeholders as possible will 
be vital to ensure that this is a 
constructive approach to pro-
mote development at a work-
able scale,” said Kate McCarthy, 
Sustainable Communities Pro-
gram Director at VNRC, who 
administers the Small Grants 
for Smart Growth program.
  “We’re hopeful that the gains 

from this technical assistance 
will help us better formulate 
and streamline desirable rede-
velopment and revitalization 
in our Vermont Designated 

Downtown and that Bellows 
Falls will achieve more smart 
and sustainable growth goals,” 
added Fox.
  The Introductory Lecture by 

IDA faculty will be held Jan. 
21, 2021 at 6 p.m. Those who 
are interested can register at 
www.brattleborodevelopment.
com/public-events/ida-town-
of-rockingham-introductory-
lecture-on-small-development.
  This Small Grant provides a 

match to enable this program, 
which is partially funded and 
staffed through the Brattleboro 
Development Credit Corpora-
tion’s Southern Vermont Econ-
omy Project, made possible 
through the USDA Rural Com-
munity Development Initiative.
  The Small Grants for Smart 

Growth program is made pos-
sible with assistance from Beth 
Humstone, co-founder of the 
Vermont Forum on Sprawl and 
former VNRC board chair, and 
her son Chris Gignoux.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – The 
“VeggieVanGo” free food 
event, hosted by Grace Cot-
tage Family Health & Hospital 
and organized by the Vermont 
Foodbank, will switch to a new 
schedule in 2021.
  The Townshend distribution 

will now take place on the sec-
ond Wednesday of the month, 

at the same time, 12-1 p.m., 
and the same location, the 
lower parking lot of Leland 
& Gray Middle High School.
  VeggieVanGo dates for 

the first three months of 
2021 are Jan. 13, Feb. 10, and 
March 10.
  The program’s goal is to 

help people obtain fresh 
fruits and vegetables to sus-
tain a healthy lifestyle. All 
are welcome and no proof 
of eligibility is required. For 
more information, check the 
Grace Cottage website or call 
802-365-9109.

Townshend VeggieVanGo 
switches days in 2021

VeggieVanGo is now available on the second Wednesday of the 
month in Townshend.
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Health Care and Rehabili-
tation Services, southeast-
ern Vermont’s community 
mental health agency, an-
nounced that it has hired 
Rhett Sorensen as its direc-
tor of quality assurance and 
compliance.
  Sorensen joins the non-

profit agency with over 17 
years of experience in the 
healthcare industry with 
more than 10 of those years 
specialized in quality assur-
ance and compliance. Most 
recently, he was the direc-
tor of compliance for 52 
long-term care facilities and 
developed the quality assur-
ance program for a home 
health and hospice organi-
zation.
  Sorensen earned his MBA 

from Utah Valley Univer-

sity. He has also supported the 
Board of Directors at UCRPC, 
a nonprofit organization that 
helps African refugees to accli-
mate to life in the United States 
and learn the skills they need 
to be successful and indepen-
dent.
  In his new role, Sorensen will 

be responsible for the qual-
ity efforts at HCRS to include 
continued accreditation by The 
Joint Commission, a nonprofit, 
independent organization that 
provides quality certification 
of healthcare organizations, 
enhancing and demonstrating 
outcomes of HCRS services, 
and compliance with federal, 
state, local, and agency re-
quirements, just to name a few.
  Sorensen moved to Vermont 

from the state of Utah with 
his family in order to join the 
agency. He states, “It isn’t ev-

ery day that the stars align in 
such a way that a person gets 
a chance to do what they love 
and do it in collaboration with 
such amazing people. I have 
never seen an organization 
where the people are as hum-
ble, passionate, and driven to 
better the lives of people in the 
company and community as 
the folks here at HCRS.”
 “We are delighted to welcome 

Rhett to our Senior Leadership 
Team,” said George Karabaka-
kis, Ph.D., Chief Executive 
Officer, HCRS. “His signifi-
cant knowledge and experi-
ence with quality assurance 
and compliance in the field of 
healthcare made him a perfect 
fit for our organization. We 
look forward to his significant 
contributions to our ongoing 
quality and compliance ef-
forts.”

HCRS hires quality director
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium Tobacco 
& Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

1-888-922-1035

WE’RE HIRING!
Multimedia Advertising 
Sales Representative
Candidate will work with local businesses via phone, email, 
and in person to expand their brand identity and support 
their future success using our print and online marketing 
platforms. The ideal candidate is organized, team-oriented, 
works well on a deadline, and has exceptional customer 
service skills. 

Duties & Skills Include:
- Effectively manage a geographic territory of active 
accounts while constantly seeking new clients
- Organize and translate customer marketing objectives, 
budgets, and timelines into effective advertising 
- Communicate clients marketing plans with ad designer 

Sales experience a plus, but we will consider 
well-qualified candidates and train them

Position includes base salary, 
commission, and mileage allowance

Email your Resume and Cover Letter to 
ads@vermontjournal.com

EOE

Virtual Knit Knite 

Every Thursday from 7-8pm 

Via Zoom

Open:

Wednesday – Friday, 12-4

Saturday 10-4

www.SixLooseLadies.com

802-875-7373

287 Main St. 

On The Green, Chester, VT

Ryan M. Gurdak, CPA PLC

Tax and Accounting Services

Ryan M. Gurdak

PO Box 27

Proctorsville, VT 05153

802-236-6852

ryan@rmgurdakcpa.com

Meeting Needs. Changing Lives.

Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

173 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

Noel Hoffmann
Dog Training and Behavioral Consulting

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
It is all behavior. And all behavior can be changed. 

- Positive, science based training

- Private personalized coaching

- All season facility

www.noelhoffmann.com   802-375-5560
Westminster, Vermont

APDT, CPDT-KA, KPA-CTP, IAABC-CDBC, Fear Free

ournal

hopperLike us  @VermontJournal

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

  Here is a front 
page article from 
the May 1924 
Carpenter’s Store 
News. “Carp,” as 
he was known, 
wrote stories 
under a number 
of pseudonyms: 
B.V.D., Jack, Dio-
genes, Heinie, and others. 
Carp’s hyperbolic sense of 
humor was enhanced with 
his eloquence.
  L.A. Carpenter’s Store was 

a men’s, women’s, and kids’ 
clothing store. Carpenter’s 
was located where Meditri-
na is today. Wiley Hall was 
upstairs.
  Up until about 1967-1968, 

Chester had two governing 
bodies. Downtown Ches-
ter and outlying area was 
the Village Corporation. Al 
Hardy was Chief of Police 
and a U.S. Marshal. Ken Bar-
rett tells me he lived upstairs 
of the Henry Office Build-
ing. The pathetic figure he 
rescued was a stray cat.

  “Seen and Heard on the 
Boulevard!
  “Probably one of the 

greatest disasters of modern 
times, so far as the Village 
Corporation is concerned, 
occurred April 2, at the An-
nual Meeting of the Village 
of Chester.
  “Like all catastrophes, the 

extent of damage is not clear-
ly apparent at the immedi-
ate occasion, when men are 
wild, women hysterical and 
all is pandemonium, as it is 
after some time has elapsed 
so that with clear brain and 
sober thought a proper 
comparison can be made 
and the actual proportions 
of the cataclysm ascertained.
  “No one noticed during 

the evening while under the 
spell of fervid oratory, sub-
merged in the flow of hot 
air, anaesthetized by floods 
of laughing gas, what de-
struction was being wrought 
upon Wiley Hall. It will 
never be the same solid, safe 
and sane building as of yore.
  “Evidently it rocked on its 

foundations, the masonry 
crumbled, the side walls 
shimmied and shivered, the 
floors ran in ripples and 
waves, the ridgepole heaved 

and bucked, and finally settled 
down in the middle like an old 
sway-backed horse thoroughly 
discouraged with life and all 
that pertains thereto.
  “Uncle Henry says, ‘Here-

after the Village Fathers will 
have to hold their Annual Cir-
cus on Memorial Field or else 
Chief Hardy must swear in 50 
deputies to preserve order, for 
he just can’t stand the strain.’

  “Chief Hardy to the Rescue
  “In our modest way we want 

to commend our efficient and 
tactful Chief of Police Hardy 
and his wife, who recently took 
into their home from off the 
street on a cold evening a most 
pathetic figure, one without 
place to lay her head, without 
friends to take her in, without 
food and with little clothing, 
and warmed and fed her, gave 
her a comfortable night’s lodg-
ing, listened patiently to the 
outpouring of her troubles and 
next day quietly and peacefully 
took her to a good home where 
she will have every care a lady 
of her age should receive. We 
should appreciate such an of-
ficer. He may have averted a 
grave tragedy that would have 
placed a blot on Chester’s fair 
name for years to come. May 
his shield be ever bright.

  “The Marshal was right
  “Last evening, while stroll-

ing along the great white way, 

ams, aside from its becom-
ing shape and beautiful 
quality, is what it conceals. 
Compactly secreted within 
its glossy surface ready for 
instant use is; a 4 cyl. mo-
torcycle, two 6 shooters, a 
gattling gun, a coat of mail, 
and a set of hand cuffs. The 
total weight complete is only 
6 oz., so your reporter is in-
formed by Dea. Wood, who 
did all the mechanical work.
  “Al, was so pleased when 

he saw what a great im-
provement we had made 
in his personal appearance 
and how efficient this con-
trivance would prove, said, 
‘Well! Well! If you want to 
get the real stuff you gotta 
go where they keep it. Now, 
ain’t it the truth.’ We’ll say; 
The Marshal Was Right.”

  This week’s old saying is 
from Danny Clemons. A 
few years ago Danny and I 
were working at the histori-
cal society. It was really hot 
inside so we went out to sit 
on the bench under the ma-
ple tree.

  Andy Ojanen didn’t see 
us as he made his way to the 
building. Andy was leaning 
forward, shuffling along 
with his cane. Danny says, 
“There goes Andy at a dead 
run.”

our reporter observed U.S. 
Marshal A.W. Hardy mak-
ing a round of social calls. 
The Marshal always makes a 
good appearance, is, in fact, 
a snappy dresser, a reg’lar 
‘Beau Brummel.’ Last eve-
ning, however, he eclipsed 
any previous effort and this 
was accounted for by the 
new silk hat he was wearing.
  “This silk ‘topper’ is one 

we made him for the Easter 
Parade, under special speci-
fications, and is called ‘The 
Boot-leggers Despair.’ The 
feature of this hat, which 
was designed by Paul Ad-

Vermont humor

May 1924 Carpenter’s Store News.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

WALPOLE, N.H. – Award-
winning author Pam Bernard 
is adding a poetry workshop 
to her roster of memoir work-
shops, each an eight-week ses-
sion of writing and reading. 
They will continue on Zoom, 
and begin the week of Jan. 18 
with times and days to be deter-
mined.
  Many crossovers exist be-

tween the genres. The work of 
both memoir and poetry in-
volves the deep exploration of 
experience into convincing, 
compelling language. While 
memoir’s fundamental struc-

ture is the creation of story 
to convey life experience, po-
etry’s is to crystallize experi-
ence in such a way that reveals 
a worldview. Each aims to reach 
for personal truth through the 
development of one’s unique 
voice.
  Katherine Clarke, Professor 

Emeritus, Antioch University 
New England, and longtime 
participant, says, “Pam’s special 
gift is listening for the authentic 
voice of a writer to emerge. Her 
groups are designed to welcome 
and nourish this voice. When I 
began to write from my life, she 

heard me before I did.”
  Pam Bernard, author of four 

books, is a poet, painter, editor, 
mentor, and adjunct profes-
sor at Franklin Pierce Univer-
sity. She received her MFA in 
Creative Writing from Warren 
Wilson College and BA from 
Harvard University. Her awards 
include a National Endowment 
for the Arts Fellowship in Poet-
ry and a MacDowell Fellowship.
  Please email pam@pamber-

nard.com, visit www.pamber-
nard.com, or call 603-756-4177 
for more information, includ-
ing days and times.

Pam Bernard adds a 
separate poetry workshop 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Just 
in time for the 10th anniver-
sary of Tropical Storm Irene 
in August 2021, the Rocking-
ham Library invites area resi-
dents to take part in a series of 
programs to consider lessons 
learned from natural disasters 
experienced here. We will think 
together about Tropical Storm 
Irene, how well we recovered, 
and what we can do to prepare 
for another climate-related 
emergency in the future.
  The series begins with a 

book discussion of “Deluge: 
Tropical Storm Irene, Ver-
mont’s Flash Floods, and How 
One Small State Saved Itself ” 
by Peggy Shin. Thanks to Ver-
mont’s Interlibrary Loan Sys-
tem and a generous grant from 
the American Library Asso-
ciation, Rockingham Library 
has many copies of this book 
to loan out to the community. 
To borrow a copy of this book, 
call the Rockingham Library at 
802-463-4270 to set up an ap-
pointment for curbside pickup 
Monday through Friday, from 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
  Be sure to leave your phone 

number and email address 
so that staff can invite you to 
two Zoom book discussions 
in mid-February: Thursdays, 
Feb. 11 and 18 at 5:30 p.m. The 

discussion will be led by re-
tired scientist and Rockingham 
Conservation Commission 
member Peter Bergstrom.
  For those who do not have 

a computer, there is an al-
ternative method of joining 
Zoom through a phone call. 
Please note that there might 
be a phone charge for this. Call 

the library with any questions 
about curbside service at 802-
463-4270, Monday through 
Friday, from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Email any Deluge book dis-
cussion questions to program-
ming@rockinghamlibrary.org. 
Check the library’s calendar for 
more 2021 climate related pro-
grams to come.

Rockingham Library: Irene’s effect 
on Vermont
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Clayton 

L. “Bucca” Cross, 89, died Sun-
day, Dec. 27, 2020 at his home 
surrounded by his loving family 
after battling a long illness.
  He was born Aug. 12, 1931 

in Springfield, Vt., to parents 
Floyd and Lois (Spafford) Cross. 
He graduated from Springfield 
High School in 1949.
  He married Ruth Burton Oct. 

7, 1956. He served in the United 
States Army and was a member 
of the American Legion and 
a member of the Springfield 
Church of Christ.
  He was employed at Jones & 

Lamson for many years until his 
retirement in 1993, and worked 
at the Springfield Country Club 
until he was 80 years old. He and 
his wife Ruth spent 26 winters in 
Florida after his retirement. He 
was a man who loved his family 
dearly. He loved to play golf and 
hunt.
  Survivors include his wife 

Ruth (Burton) Cross; his son 
Ken Cross (Kris) of Luther, 
Okla.; his daughter Cindy Mel-
lish (Don) of Perkinsville, Vt.; 
two brothers Oscar Cross of 
Windsor, Vt. and Gary Cross 
of Perkinsville, Vt.; three sisters 
Patricia Ploof of Chester, Vt., 
Doris Olmstead of Wilton, N.Y., 
and Sheila Miller of Cape Coral, 

Fla.; six grandchildren, seven 
great-grandchildren, and several 
nieces and nephews.
  He was predeceased by his 

brother Floyd Cross; three sis-
ters Laverne Barton, Mary Mill-
er, and Carol Sanchez; and two 
great-grandsons Issac and David 
Tremblay.
  Services will be held at a later 

date.
  In lieu of flowers, memorial 

contributions may be made to 
the Springfield Church of Christ 
in care of Ernest Lamphere, 12 
Lockwood Ave., Springfield, VT 
05156.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting with 
arrangements.

Clayton L. Cross, 1931-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Mau-
rice “Moe” Paul Doucette, 84, 
died Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020 at 
his residence in Mount Holly 
with his wife of 61 years by his 
side.
  Moe was born March 7, 1936 

in West Warwick, R.I. to Donat 
and Doris (Phaneuf) Doucette. 
Knowing each other since early 
childhood, Moe married the girl 
next door, Annette (Chartier) 
in 1959 at St. John the Baptist 
Church in West Warwick, R.I. 
Following service to his coun-
try in the U.S. Navy, Moe was 
employed by Leesona Corpora-
tion and later Brown & Sharp 
in Rhode Island, then Electric 
Boat Div. of General Dynamics 
in Groton, Conn., prior to retir-
ing as a machinist working on 
nuclear submarines.
  Moe and Annette lived in 

Coventry, R.I. from 1966 until 
they moved to Mount Holly, 
Vt. in 2003. Moe’s favorite sport 
was hunting with his hunting 
buddies. He also enjoyed boat-
ing, fishing, and skiing. He was 
an active member of Church of 
the Annunciation in Ludlow, Vt.
  Besides his wife, Moe is sur-

vived by his brother Donald 
and wife Dolores (Calabro) 

Doucette of Coventry, R.I., and 
18 precious nieces and nephews 
and numerous great nieces and 
nephews. He was predeceased 
by his parents and a dear neph-
ew Donald Jr.
  A funeral mass was celebrated 

Monday, Jan. 4, 2021 at Church 
of the Annunciation in Ludlow.
  Burial will be at a later date 

in St. Joseph’s Cemetery in West 
Warwick, R.I. Memorial con-
tributions may be made to St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital in 
Maurice’s memory.
  Local arrangements are with 

the Aldous Funeral Home, 44 
North Main Street, Rutland, Vt.

Maurice P. Doucette, 1936-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H. – Robert 
A. “Bob” Malila, 66, of Wal-
pole, N.H., passed away Friday, 
Dec. 11, 2020 at the Dartmouth 
Hitchcock Medical Center in 
Lebanon, N.H.
  His parents, Edward and 

Mary Rose Malila, welcomed 
their son into the world Jan. 23, 
1954 in Keene, N.H. Bob grew 
up in Troy, N.H. attending local 
schools and was a 1972 gradu-
ate of Monadnock Regional 
High School in Swanzey, N.H., 
where he excelled in sports, 
holding many state records.
  Continuing to develop his 

creative mind and skilled 
hands, Bob attended Butera 
School of Art in Boston, an 
education that would serve 
him well with his future work 
career.
  An accomplished sign mak-

er, Bob’s handiwork and skills 
through his business, Yankee 
Sign Company, can be seen all 
over Cheshire County and be-
yond.
  Beyond his work as a sign 

maker, Bob’s love of working 
with his hands found restoring 
and driving his classic cars. He 
was also skilled in darts, partic-
ipating in leagues in the Keene 
area. Bob was also an avid trac-
tor puller, successfully compet-
ing in many events at area fairs. 
He had a very competitive and 
sarcastic nature. Bob also en-
joyed hunting and fishing.
  Bob was a member of the 

Elks and the New Hampshire 
Antique Tractor Club.
  Family was Bob’s whole 

world. He loved his family, 
especially his grandchildren. 
He loved watching all of his 
children and grandchildren’s 
sporting events and did some 
coaching along the way. Sun-
days were spent surrounded by 
family, often playing cards. Bob 
also had a special place in his 

heart for his beloved dogs who 
were near and dear to him as 
well.
  If you met him and you knew 

him, you would agree he was a 
one of a kind guy who spoke his 
mind with humor and wit.
  Bob is survived by his wife of 

34 years Patricia “Pat” (Nelson) 
Malila of Walpole; his children 
Ashley Peltier and her husband 
Dan of Henniker, N.H., An-
drew Malila and his wife Deb-
bie of Westmoreland, N.H., 
Carolyn Carr and her husband 
Johnny of Loudon, N.H., Dan 
Mack and his wife Jessica Mack 
of Marlow, N.H., Lisa Mack of 
Chesapeake, Va.; 11 grandchil-
dren Kalea, Heidi, Hannah, 
Norah, Emilia, Abigail, Cam-
eron, Charlotte, Alyssa, Owen, 
Penelope; and two brothers Ed-
ward Malila and his wife Liz of 
Milton, Vt., and Joseph Malila 
and his wife Jean Anne of San 
Antonio, Texas.
  A graveside service will be 

held in the spring in Haverhill, 
N.H.
  The Foley Funeral Home 

of Keene, N.H. is assisting the 
family with the arrangements. 
To offer online condolences to 
the family or to share special 
memories, please visit www.
foleyfuneralhome.com.

The Take a Break is smaller this week due to space for 
our Obituaries. We apologize for the inconvience.

Robert A. Malila, 1954-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Ralph Jo-
seph Michael, 81, died Monday, 
Dec. 28, 2020 at the Rutland Re-
gional Medical Center.
  Ralph was born Sept. 13, 1939 

at home in Plymouth, Vt., the 
son of Arnold Joseph and Vio-
lette M. (Derby) Michael. He 
attended the one-room school 
in Plymouth Notch and Black 
River High School, where he 
graduated in 1956.
  Following high school, Ralph 

attended Norwich University 
in Northfield, Vt., to study en-
gineering. He graduated from 
Norwich in 1960 with a Bach-
elor of Science in Civil Engi-
neering and received an offi-
cer’s commission in the United 
States Army. Ralph served in 
the Army Corps of Engineers at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., from 
1960-1963, and upon returning 
home to Vermont continued 
service with the Army Reserves 
until 1968.
  In 1967, Ralph met and mar-

ried Judy, the love of his life. 
They shared 53 wonderful years 
of marriage.
  After the Army, Ralph 

worked for the Vermont High-
way Department for five years 
as a project engineer during 
the construction of the Inter-
state highways. In 1969, Ralph 
founded his engineering firm, 
Michael Engineering Compa-
ny, which he operated for over 
50 years. During this time, he 
worked as an engineer and pro-
fessional land surveyor on proj-
ects large and small throughout 
Vermont.
  Ralph was a member of the 

Vermont Society of Land Sur-

veyors and the American Soci-
ety of Civil Engineers. He was a 
gentle man with a hardworking, 
detail-oriented spirit, and he en-
joyed woodworking, gardening, 
landscaping, stonewalls, and 
Judy’s home cooking.
  Ralph is survived by his wife 

Judith (Balestra) Michael; his 
daughter Michelle; son Jeremy; 
his five grandchildren Juliette 
Michael, Elliot Michael, Caleb 
Spraque, Alexa Dailey, and Eva 
Dailey; his brother Rudolph; 
and sisters Mary Ann Underhill 
and Marilyn Seward. In addi-
tion to his parents, he is prede-
ceased by a brother Rodney and 
a sister Marguerita Hutt.
  A celebration of Ralph’s life is 

being planned for a later date. 
Those wishing may make me-
morial donations to the Ver-
mont Society of Land Surveyors 
Educational Fund or the Rut-
land County Humane Society.
  The Cabot Funeral Home in 

Woodstock is assisting the fam-
ily. An online guest book can be 
found at www.cabotfh.com.

Ralph J. Michael, 1939-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H. – Paul 
Franklin Rogers, 79, of Old 
Drewsville Road, died Wednes-
day, Dec. 23, 2020 at his home 
surrounded by his family. He 
was born July 7, 1941 in Wal-
pole, N.H., the son of Paul 
Canning and Marjorie Alice 
(Rhodes) Rogers. Paul grew 
up and attended school in 
Walpole. Following school, he 
joined the U.S. Navy to serve 
his country from 1960 to 1965. 
Paul attained an associate’s de-
gree in business and started his 
career working for the Flying 
Tigers Air Freight Company 
of California. In 1989 FedEx 
acquired the Flying Tigers Air 
Freight Co, and Paul continued 
his career by moving his family 
to Memphis, Tenn. and contin-
ued working for FedEx until 
his retirement 2001. Following 
retirement, with his family in 
tow, Paul moved back to New 
Hampshire. He enjoyed gar-
dening, flowers, animals, and 

going on cruises.
  On Jan. 4, 1964, Paul married 

his wife of 56 years Kathaleen 
Hazel Boudrieau who sur-
vives. He is also survived by his 
daughter Sara Kathaleen Rog-
ers-Jennings and son-in-law 
David C. Bryce; two grandsons 
Stephen Paul Jennings and An-
thony Glenn Jennings; and his 
siblings Ann Rogers, Kathleen 
Kittredge, Phil Rogers, Gus 
Rogers, and Joan Sylvester. Paul 
was predeceased by his parents 
and two brothers Robert and 
Richard Rogers.
  Services will be held at a later 

date. Fenton & Hennessey Fu-
neral Home of Bellows Falls, 
Vt. will be assisting with the ar-
rangements.
  Donations in Paul’s memory 

can be made to the Walpole 
Fire and Rescue, P.O. Box 243, 
Walpole, NH or the First Con-
gregational Church of Walpole 
UCC, P.O. Box 393, 15 Wash-
ington St., Walpole, NH 03608.

WESTON, Vt. – Maddie 
would often say, “The key is 
to enter the pain cave and get 
comfortable there.” This was her 
response when asked how she 
could stand the grueling train-
ing, wind sprints, weight lifting, 
and endless miles of practice re-
quired to be a Division I cross-
country skier for the University 
of Utah. This was Maddie’s phi-
losophy and testimony to her 
immense strength of character. 
The ability to confront and co-
exist with challenge – whatever 
that challenge may be.
  A summer solstice baby, June 

21, Madeleine Harris Talking-
ton was born in Springfield, Vt. 
in 1989 to parents Nancy Mul-
len and John Wesley Talking-
ton. Her childhood was spent 
climbing pine trees with her 
siblings, playing soccer, riding 
horses owned by a family friend, 
and desperately wanting a dog. 
Instead she received a Sibe-
rian dwarf hamster. According 
to family lore, Maddie was so 
strong as a 3-year-old that she 
was placed in the “big kids” ski 
group and was seen later shred-
ding down the mountain at 
Smuggler’s Notch.
  In high school, she decided 

that she would train full-time to 
become an elite cross-country 
skier and enrolled at Stratton 
Mountain School. While there, 
she adored her teammates, skied 
her butt off, and cultivated a 
love for country music. Though 
quiet by nature, her kindness 
always drew people to her and, 
once you were in, she was an 
extremely devoted and loving 
friend.
  In 2007 she headed west to 

ski for the University of Utah 
and graduated with honors in 
2011. She lived in Park City, 
Utah to work for the National 
Ability Center, an organization 
that assists veterans and indi-
viduals with disabilities to ac-
cess outdoors recreation. It was 
a job that meant a lot to her and 
was her inspiration for later be-
coming a physical therapist. In 
Park City, she also met and fell 
head over heels for her partner 

of eight years, Hayden Keisling. 
Soon after, they adopted a bor-
der collie pup named “Kai” and 
her childhood dreams were ful-
filled.
  Though notoriously difficult, 

Maddie sailed through physical 
therapy school and graduated 
with a doctorate in 2020 from 
Northern Arizona University 
in Flagstaff, Ariz. She was diag-
nosed with advanced melanoma 
in October 2019 and fought like 
a champ until finally succumb-
ing to complications Dec. 22, 
2020 at 31 years old. She was sur-
rounded by family and friends, 
who sang her into the spiritual 
world with favorite songs.
  Maddie is survived by her 

parents Nancy and John of 
Weston, Vt., elder sister Nora, 
younger brother Dale, and part-
ner Hayden of Page, Ariz. She is 
predeceased by maternal grand-
parents Madeleine and James 
Mullen of Rockingham, Vt. and 
paternal grandparents Jack and 
Annabelle Talkington of Spring-
field, Vt.
  A celebration of life service 

will be held on the summer 
solstice 2021 in Rockingham, 
Vt. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to the 
National Ability Center in Park 
City, Utah, www.donorbox.
org/snow-angels, or the Honor 
Health Research Institute in 
Scottsdale, Ariz., www.hon-
orhealth.com/community/hon-
orhealth-foundation/donate.
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TOWN OF CHESTER
The following Elective Offices are open for 2021:

Town Moderator – one-year term
Selectmen – two – one-year terms
                      one - three-year term
Town Grand Juror – one-year term
Agent to Defend Suits – one-year term
Trustee of Public Funds – one - three-year term
Trustees of the Whiting Library – three - three-year terms
GMUSD Director – two – three-year terms  

Petition forms are not required this year, because of 
COVID-19.  A Consent of Candidate Form must be 
signed before January 25, 2021 at 5:00 p.m., to have your 
name on the ballot.   

The Town Clerk’s Office is open Monday through Friday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  If you have any questions you 
can call the Town Clerk’s Office at 875-2173.

Special appropriation articles, to be placed on the town 
meeting warning do not require a petition this year, also 
because of COVID-19.  Any new requests to have an 
Article placed on the Town Meeting Warning are due in 
the Town Clerk’s Office by January 14, 2021 at 5:00 p.m.   
A report explaining your request is recommended for the 
Town Report and needs to be submitted by January 8, 
2021. 

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

SELECTBOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

& SPECIAL SELECTBOARD MEETING

JANUARY 18, 2021

ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING

______________________________________________

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86714578010 
Meeting ID: 867 1457 8010 

One tap mobile 
+13126266799,,86714578010# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,86714578010# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C)

The Town of Springfield will hold a Public Hearing at 
6:00 PM, on Monday, January 18, 2021 via ZOOM Video 
Conferencing for the purpose of receiving public input 
concerning the July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 Springfield 
Town Budget.

Walter E. Martone, Chair
Springfield Selectboard

TOWN OF WESTON NOTICE OF 

HEARING FOR VARIANCE

Leah McCanna has submitted an application for a vari-
ance for a shed at her home located at 104 Vt.Rt.100 in 
the Town of Weston. The Town of Weston Zoning Board 
of Adjustment will hold a reconvened hearing on this 
application on 1/27/21 at 7:00 P.M. on Zoom. A copy of 
the application and additional information may be ob-
tained by emailing the Zoning Administrator at zoning@
westonvt.org.
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. §§ 4464(a)(1)(C) and 4471(a), 

participation in this local proceeding is a prerequisite 

to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

Dated at Weston, Vermont this 30th day of December, 2020

Will Goodwin, Zoning Administrator 
Town of Weston, Vermont
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$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks

•

art crafts gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield, VT

Open Wed. & Sat. 11-5,  Fri. 11-7

Shop online www.galleryvault.org

Curbside available

galleryvault@vermontel.net  //  802-885-7111

Winter Landscape in Watercolor Class (on Zoom) with Rob O’Brien 
1/16/21 Register

What does Resilience look like?

March Open Wall Exhibit

(02/09/21 - 13)

auto
CAVENDISH AUTO WORKS
Need car repair done. We are just a call away. 

Open Monday-Friday 8-5

Call us at 802-554-0156   Cavendish, VT

(01/12/21 - 13)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 

(06/01/21 - TFN - 26)

builders/contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, 
through small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients 
expect a great experience from start to finish. Our professional-
ism matched with proficiency, customer care, and quality hit that 
mark. We are fully insured and ready for your next project, big or 
small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008

(06/15/21 - 52)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUILDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414  —  Located in Weston, VT

Additions, Renovations, New Construction, Home Repairs. Kitch-
ens and Bathrooms. All aspects of construction from frame to fin-
ish. Fully insured, references available. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com

(03/16/21 - 13)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Framing, 
finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood floor-
ing, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-226-8125. 

(03/09/21 - TFN - 13)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 

(08/17/21 - TFN - 52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk re-
moved. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 

(03/09/21 - 13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter needs. Also offer carpentry, kitchen & bath-
room remodels, interior & exterior painting, window & door re-
placements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pressure 
washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 802-591-
0019. Cavendish, Vt. 

(07/06/21 - 26)

masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years 
experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@
gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 

(03/09/21 - 13) 

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  

(09/07/21 - 52)

old tools wanted
$$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$$
Planes, axes, hatchets, Stanley Tools, chisels, tool chests, etc. 
One tool or entire shop. Nothing with a cord or a battery. Call 
802-579-5891.

(06/15/21 - 26)

property management
JB PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Snow Plowing and Sanding, Property Management with fuel 
check options, and Lawn Care services. Pricing by occurrences 
or seasonal contracts. 

Contact us at 802-591-1673; jbpropertymgmtvt@gmail.com. Find 
us on facebook at Jbpropertymanagement.

(06/01/21 - 26)

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. 

CLEAN OUTS
REGION – “Take it Away, Sam!” 
Clutter Removal, Clean Outs, 
Etc. Call now! 802-380-9760. 

FIREWOOD
LUDLOW, Vt. – Firewood for 
sale, delivery in the Ludlow area. 
$180 per cord. 802-228-3636. 

FOR RENT
LUDLOW, Vt. – Great office 

space in the village of Ludlow, 
2 blocks from town, was an 
engineering office. 2,500 sq. 
ft. 2 baths, 2 stories, lots of off 
street parking, utilities included, 
plowed and sanded by landlord. 
$1500/month. 802-226-7494. 

SNOW 
BLOWER 
REPAIR
LUDLOW, Vt. - Repairing snow 
blowers. Local pick up available. 
Call for more information 802-
228-8768. 

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing 
and sanding, Ludlow area, 
residential only. Reasonable 
rates. Contact SK Logging at 
802-384-0313. 

WOOD 
BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 

save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 
wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818.

@VermontJournal

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101

Tel: 802-460-3479

Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security

UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com
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AUTO/REAL ESTATE/LEGALS

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Spacious & Special Village Home!

Wonderful Details & Rich in History

5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths

Townshend, $359,000

Ranch with Attached 1 Car Garage,

 Shed and Huge Back Yard 

2 Bedroom,1 Bath

Springfield, $139,000

Breathtaking Views!

81+/- Acres with

Small Cabin

Townshend, $329,000

Commercial Building with

5 Units, 0.83+/- Acres

Business, Hospitality, Office
Springfield, $250,000

Large, Versatile Commercial Space

Set On Open 1.48+/- Acre Lot

New Heating System

Rockingham, $125,000

In The Heart Of Picturesque

Grafton Village!

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $350,000

1800’s Brick Cape in Quaint Village!

Borders the Black River

3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

Weathersfield, $149,000

Single Level Living with Large 

Two Bay Garage

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath 

Chester, $125,000

46 +/- Acres Level  and Wooded

Hunt, Hike or Build

Over 700 Ft of Road Frontage

Chester, $72,500

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 01/31/21

2014 Subaru Forester
AWD

4 Cylinder
Auto

2014 Mazda 6
4 Cylinder

4 Door
Auto

Sun Roof

2016 Jeep Compass

2015 Ford Fusion

4x4
4 Cylinder
Auto

4 Cylinder
4 Door

Auto
Leather

Sun Roof

2013 Volkswagen Routan SE

2015 Ford Fusion

Auto
Leather
7 Passenger

4 Cylinder
4 Door
Auto
Sunroof
Leather

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

Commercial opportunity on Route 106 in North Springfield 
offers a highly visible/accessible location. Building offers close 
to 9000 square feet of office/storage space with ample parking 
on close to 1 acre of land. Currently used as a medical office 
with storage. $365,000

The perfect family home! Set in an established neighborhood with lovely terraced grounds and stone walks, This half 
acre lot, offers outdoor living enjoyment on the patio next to the fire pit or sitting on the porch watching the sunset. 
This Raised Ranch Contemporary offers a bright, light filled living room featuring beautiful hardwood floors, as well 

as a fireplace for those chilly evenings. When not hosting 
dinnier in the dining room, enjoy a quick lunch in the eat-in 
kitchen perhaps after working out in the exercise room or 
following your favorite sports team in the roomy family room. 
The master bedroom features a master bath and 2 more 
bedrooms share another bath. There is much to love about 
this home from the lovely grounds, low maintenance upkeep 
and a 2 car garage. $220,000

A fantastic business location on a well traveled road, easily 
located with ample parking. These 5 condos are currently oc-
cupied by one business. Space currently includes retail space 
on the first floor and office space upstairs. Put it back into the 
5 condos with common space/stairs with two potential retail 
spaces on the first floor and three condos/potential office 
space on the second floor. Definitely worth consideration 
$169,900

Rural Living with all the extras. This three bedroom con-
temporary offers two floors of living space with walk-in first 
floor entry with 2+ car garage,mudroom, family room with 
woodstove, den and 3/4 bath. The upgraded main floor offers 
a bright, functional kitchen with island and wine fridge, open 
concept to the dining/living area, master bedroom with walk 
in closet and bath, office, two more bedrooms and a laundry/
bath. Outside offers a new deck, patio, screened porch with 
hot tub, 4+/- acres with woods, garden space, mini apple 
grove and a shed for storage. $329,000

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

ACWORTH, N.H. – 

During the last 12 years, 
Northern Heritage Mills, 
a nonprofit educational 
organization, has provided 

science and engineering 
workshops to schools and 
manufactured inspiration-
al wooden toys, which have 
positively impacted many 

thousands of residents in 
Vermont and New Hamp-
shire. Each year Heritage 
Mills would build wooden 
toys to inspire STEM imag-

ination and donate the toys 
to social service organiza-
tions to distribute to their 
constituents.
  The Covid-19 pandemic 

has postponed the educa-
tional programs and has 
developed an overwhelm-

ing increase in demand 
from the social welfare or-
ganizations for our mean-
ingful toys to relieve the 
stressors and isolation chil-
dren are now experiencing 
in low income and critical-
ly challenged families liv-

ing in crowded conditions. 
National reports also show 
a 73% increase and risk of 

child abuse, which may af-
fect the child’s future learn-
ing potential. Social service 
organizations have report-
ed that family tensions are 
rising an alarming 60% 
with newly imposed ex-
tended and critically tight 
living conditions creating 
verbal discourse, which 
children are a recipient 
and are potentially living 
in an increasingly negative 
learning environment.
  The special wooded toys 

offset this negative gap 
for the lost access to play-
grounds and playgroups, 
which can considerably re-
duce tensions that are built 
up in households especially 
without peer interactions 
or school time structure. 
At this time there is a loss 
of family connections 
compounding the stress-
ors now that grandparents, 
who are the usual caregiv-
ers, are missing thus cre-
ating a demand for even 
small diversions that the 
special toys deliver to chil-
dren in need.
  The toys, especially the 

Tesla Rocket Racer and the 
walking Tiger Grasshop-
per, are designed to reduce 
tensions, inspire, and cre-
ate a stronger technical 
science and engineering 
imagination and to de-
velop the youth’s interest 
in STEM pathways. More 
than 150 toys were donated 
to social welfare organiza-
tions and have been de-
livered to their deserving 
families.
  The New Hampshire 

Charitable Foundation, the 
Greater Sullivan County, 
the Gilbert Verney Foun-
dation, Chroma Technol-
ogy, C&S Grocers, Wal-
pole Bank, Mascoma Bank, 
Crown Point Cabinets Inc., 
Home Depot, LaValley 
Building Supply, Hamshaw 
Lumber, and concerned 
individuals have donated 
to this Heritage Mill’s in-
spired program.
  Currently, Heritage 

Mills’ workshop is in need 
of a dust control system 
and paint booth, and we 
are seeking community 
donations to assist with the 
overall cost of $550. Heri-
tage Mills, nheritagemills@
yahoo.com, will gladly pro-
vide tax-exempt details for 
donations.

Northern Heritage Mills builds, donates STEM toys

Wooden toys designed by creative director Robert Stocker.
PHOTO PROVIDED

The Tesla Rocket Racer designed by Gerry DeMuro.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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