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eGrasse
oncrete

Celebrating 
30 Years!

3 Floors 3 Foundations 

3 Free Estimates 3 Guaranteed Work

116 Pleasant Street • Ludlow, VT 05149
Office: 802-228-8466 • Cell: 802-356-5329

Dual Fuel Discount

For all your Energy Needs

Propane & Fuel Oil

Wood Pellets

•SolarPhotovoltaic
•SolarHotWater

Save 10 cents per gallon 
on each type of two or more fuels

HBEnergySolutions
802-885-2300|www.hbenergy.com
BridgeStreet,Springfield,VT05156




   

       
      
        

         
      

          
      

    

Pellet, Wood and Gas Stoves

thestovedepot.com

Bennington  802-753-7393

Londonderry  802-824-3677

Ferrisburgh  802-870-3220

North Clarendon  802-747-9950

PELLET PRE-BUY NOW
AT ALL FOUR LOCATIONS! DON’T WAIT!

Schedule Your Stove Cleaning Today!

Foundations  •  Septic System 

Ponds and Drainage  •  Land Clearing and Stumping

Whole Tree Chipping  •  Stonewa ls, Patios, Walkways  •  & More!

802-463-4140

20 Village Square Bellows Falls

Online Customer Service 855-828-9792

April

Sale price 

through end of

Like us on 
Facebook!

@VermontJournal

SPRING IS COMING, BOOK EARLY FOR YOUR PUMPING

CHECK YOUR SYSTEM EARLY BEFORE YOUR SUMMER BBQ

BEST 
SEPTIC SERVICE

 COMPLETE SEPTIC SYSTEM MANAGEMENT 
         BIG OR SMALL WE PUMP IT ALL!

Tank Locating - Cleaning - Pumping - Inspections

Repairs - Pipe Thawing - Jetting - Snaking

Portable Toilets - Handwashing Stations

Restaurant Grease Traps and Line Clearing

802-463-9444
Westminster,VT•www.bestsepticvt.net

Spring Home Improvement

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
The Rockingham Historic 
Preservation Commission 
will open nominations for 
its 2018 Old House awards 
at a reception Friday, April 
27, to honor the 2017 win-
ners.
  The awards are designed 

to celebrate property own-
ers in town who are maintaining 
and restoring their historic homes 
and commercial buildings.
  The gathering will be held from 4 

to 6 p.m. at the Windham Antique 
Center, 5 Square, Bellows Falls, and 
is open to the public. The recep-
tion will recognize 2017 winners as 
well as provide an opportunity for 
potential 2018 nominees to learn 

more about the 
contest criteria 
and what this past 
year’s winners did 
to earn their brass 
plaques.
  There will be 

awards in multiple 
categories in 2018, 
with multiple win-

ners. Awards for 2017 went to a 
variety of buildings, including resi-
dential, commercial, mixed use, and 
industrial properties.
  Eligible properties are older 

homes and businesses that have 
been renovated, painted, or other-
wise enhanced on the exterior in the 
past five years. Properties must be 
located within the town of Rocking-

ham, including the incorporated 
villages of Bellows Falls and Sax-
tons River as well as the hamlets 
of Bartonsville, Cambridgeport, 
and Rockingham Village, and 
the town’s rural areas. To qualify, 
properties must be at least 50 
years old and can be residential, 
commercial, or industrial in use.
  Residents may enter their own 

properties or nominate someone 
else who has recently improved 
the appearance of a historic house 
or building in their neighborhood 
or the town.
  To nominate a property for the 

2018 Old House Awards, please 
email clg@rockbf.org, or write to 
Rockingham Historic Preserva-
tion Coordinator, P.O. Box 370, 
Bellows Falls, VT 05101. All nom-
inations should include the prop-
erty’s address and the owner’s 
name. Photographs will be greatly 
appreciated.
  The deadline for nominations 

is Friday, June 22. The Rocking-
ham Historic Preservation Com-
mission will select 2018 winners 
at its meeting in August. There 
will be a reception in the fall to 
celebrate the winning property 
owners and to distribute the Old 
House Awards plaques. This pro-
gram is supported by a grant from 
the Vermont Division for Historic 
Preservation.
  For more information about the 

Old House Awards, contact Susan 
Reing, town historic preservation 
coordinator, at clg@rockbf.org.

StatePoint - Building 
a new home? Overhaul-
ing an existing one? 
Here are three renova-
tion ideas that will add 
beauty and value.

  Expand your living 
space
  Don’t let that base-

ment sit unfinished and 
unused. Substantially 
expand your home’s 
livable areas by turning 
your attention to the 
bottom floor. Finish-
ing a basement is an 
involved project, poten-
tially requiring electri-
cal and plumbing work, 
insulation, drywall and 
more - but the end re-
sult is worth the effort 
and expense. What’s 
more, some of the less 
technical aspects of this renovation 
could even be DIY-ed.
  Before getting started, consider 

what type of space would most 
benefit your household long-term. 
You may even be able to recoup 
some cost of the investment. For 
example, turning your basement 
into an at-home fitness center 
means ditching the costly gym 
membership. Want to reduce time 
and money on your commute? 
Your basement may just make an 
ideal home office.

  Add a focal point
  Is your interior design in need of 

a little something? The right eye-

catching elements can make a room 
pop while adding vitality to your liv-
ing spaces. A fireplace, for example, 
adds ambiance and comfort while 
also creating a natural gathering 
space.
  What’s more, new models pair the 

charm of a traditional open-front fire-
place with the design flexibility of gas 
models. The Phoenix TrueView from 
Heat & Glo offers the convenience 

of gas without the glass, 
giving homeowners an 
unobscured view of the 
flames against the tra-
ditional brick or fade-
resistant reflective black 
glass liner. An optional 
Bluetooth speaker sys-
tem allows one to hear 
the fire as well as see it 
- making it a focal point 
for the ears as well as the 
eyes.

  Boost the backyard
  If you find that your 

household spends very 
little time in the back-
yard, figure out why. Is 
there a lack of shade? 
Are there not enough 
places to sit? Take a poll 
so you can diagnose the 
problem and take steps 
to correct it. Consider 

also how to make this space usable for 
a larger portion of the year, such as 
adding a fire pit or an enclosed, heat-
ed patio. Lastly, consider aesthetics. 
A bit of landscaping can make your 
backyard as visually appealing as your 
home’s interiors.
  This season, consider the renova-

tions that will go furthest to boost 
your home’s livability, beauty, and 
value.

Rockingham Old House 
restoration awards

Three major home renovations 
that are worth the effort

Add a focal point to your living space to make it a cozy gather-
ing place with a purpose.

PHOTO BY JIM KRUGER AND STEVE HERDER

StatePoint - There are plenty of 
reasons why people obsess over or-
ganization and resolve to master it 
at home. Household items become 
easier to find. Rooms all of a sudden 

seem bigger and more welcoming. 
Each walk past a tidy linen closet - 
where there was once an avalanche 
waiting to spill forward - comes with 
a small sense of accomplishment.
  Whether you’re after smarter stor-

age or looking to cut clutter, success 
begins with a thoughtful approach.

  Think small
  While it’s fun to dream about a 

large-scale routine reset, smaller 
sustainable actions are key to lasting 
change. Take it one room or even one 
drawer at a time to keep momentum 
positive and to avoid feeling over-
whelmed. Doing so also allows you 
to focus, leading to more creative 
solutions for taking advantage of 
under-utilized areas. For example, 
you may find using over the door 
organizers to be a great way to free 
up space in home offices and craft 
rooms.

  Say “no” to clutter
  Everyone has items they keep 

around for no real reason that aren’t 
particularly meaningful and don’t 
serve a purpose. Being able to ob-
jectively identify these items makes 
everything easier.

Four rules for a more 
organized home

Use spring cleaning time to get organized.
PHOTO PROVIDED

See FOUR RULES on Page 3B
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C & M  Concrete, Inc.
Excavating, Foundations, 

Floors, Slabs, Patios,
Retaining Walls & Sidewalks

“Pride & Precision”
Matt & Cindy LaChapelle

Springfi eld, Vermont

Ph-Fax:  802-885-5737

Cell: 802-376-9243

Insured

Free Estimates

Over 0 Years Experience

  email:  cmconcrete@vermontel.net
6-9243

COMPLETE 
CONSTRUCTION

24 x 24 Garages with 6" Reinforced 
Concrete and 12" Thickened Edges

Basic Site prep included
All Sizes & Styles Available

$25,999 as Shown Starting at $20,499

Call or email for details • compconstruction@msn.com
(802) 886-2825 • (802) 591-1799 - Kevin

Route 103 Transport Park, Rockingham, VT

B-A-R-T Energy can install a new, 
energy efficient PROPANE system!

 

Has your Furnace or Boiler 
seen better days?

Is your Oil Tank literally on its last leg?

WE HAVE A SOLUTION!

Call us today to learn about how you can lower your heating 
costs and get $250 OFF of a heating system installation!

802-463-9944

USA Solar Store
Dave Bonta
802-226-7194
Proctorsville, VT 
Dave@USASolarStore.com

Abundant Solar Resources
Scott Hitchcock

802-886-6474
Springfield, VT

realdealsh@gmail.com

Partnering with

Abundant Solar Resources

Low Cost Small Solar Electric
Systems starting at just

$49900
In-Stock and Ready to Go!

Call 802-226-7194

Be ready for the next power outage. With this kind 
of weather, you can’t have too many backups!

INTRODUCING

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

 
    
        
   
    
  
  
  
 
  

802-384-1220

tcalljr@yahoo.com

Demolition • Land Clearing • Site Prep • Roads
Stone Walls • Ponds • Snowplowing • & MORE!

Find us on Facebook!

 .com/pro/ 

killingtoncabinetsvt/ 

killington-cabinets

Cabinetry, Countertops, Flooring, 
Plumbing Supplies, Lighting,

Hardware, Painting, and More!

(802) 773-3960

1894 Route 4 Killington

Killington, VT 05751

Bill@killingtoncabinets.com  •  info@killingtoncabinets.com

&
KITCHEN

BATH
DESIGN CENTER

Work in the Ludlow 
Area - Just a  

short drive to our  
Killington Showroom

Spring Home Improvement

  Paring down possessions doesn’t 
have to be painful. That cardinal 
shaped cookie jar that you’ve always 
been on the fence about? It would 
make an incredibly thoughtful “just 
because” gift for an ornithology-ob-
sessed aunt. Often, less can literally 
be more. Consignment shops and 
eBay make it easy to turn four or 
five pieces of furniture you “kind of 
like” into one piece you absolutely 
love.

  Keep a place for everything
  Nobody likes wasting time gath-

ering or searching. Make storage 
more convenient and efficient by 
streamlining. Items frequently used 
together should be kept together, 
from coffee supplies to vehicle 
maintenance tools.

  Make a plan
  Create a schedule so nothing 

is overlooked. Knowing which 
project is next gives you time to 
prepare and purchase any stor-
age items you might need. When 
scheduling, designate specific 
rooms and spaces for certain sea-
sons. For example, the first warm 
days of spring are made for clean-
ing out the shed or garage.
  More organizational inspiration 

can be found by visiting www.im-
provementscatalog.com.
  Successful new habits can be-

come part of your lifestyle. De-
liberately choosing to incorporate 
small acts of organization on a 
daily basis will pay off tremen-
dously over time.

FOUR RULES
FOR A MORE ORGANIZED HOME
From Page 2B StatePoint - If your home in-

teriors lack charm, don’t worry. 
These five simple additions and 
updates can add ambiance and 
character to your home.

  1. Use bold colors. 
  Colors have the power to cre-

ate specific moods. To ensure a 
welcoming atmosphere, make 
sure you select shades wisely. The 
science behind color psychology 
can help you choose paint, up-
holstery, and more. Warm col-
ors like red, orange, and yellow 
make people feel more cozy and 
intimate. Cooler colors like grey 
and green are better for invok-
ing calm, and are used to make a 
room feel more spacious.

  2. Add a touch of softness. 
  Use plush, cozy materials, such 

as decorative pillows and throws 
to create inviting places to sit. 
Soften hard surfaces like wooden 
or tile floors with area rugs. Add 
some warmth to hallways and 
narrow foyers with runners.

  3. Breathe new life into spaces. 
  Indoor plants can give life to 

an otherwise stagnant living 
area. For those not blessed with 
a green thumb, consider artificial 
plants. High-quality options can 

look very realistic and will save you 
time on care and maintenance. Or, 
for variety, add a simple vase to the 
kitchen table and brighten up the 
room with a new bouquet of fresh 
cut flowers each week.

  4. Make music.
  A piano brings a level of elegance 

to any room, but you don’t have to 
overspend to get a beautiful sound 
or visual. New digital pianos re-
produce the subtle nuances of the 
world’s finest grand pianos at vari-

ous price points. For example, the 
Celviano Grand Hybrid Piano 
from Casio has the technology to 
produce an authentic grand piano 
experience, but doesn’t take up as 
much space or cost as much. Plus, 
since it’s digital, you won’t have to 
worry about maintenance and tun-
ing.

  5. Mood lighting. 
  From candles to unique fixtures 

to bright open windows, the type of 
lighting used to illuminate a room 
sets its tone. Choose curtains and 
candles for cozy, romantic nights. 
Draw them open in the day for 
bright, sun-lit spaces. Install inter-
esting fixtures as a focal point in 
empty hallways and in living spaces. 

Five ways to create ambiance at home

Choose bold colors to set the mood and tone of your rooms.
PHOTO BY BUKHTA79. STOCK.ADOBE

Organization is key to every room in the house. 
STOCK PHOTO
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Curb appeal transformations from last year
Submissions for this year’s challenge are due by Aug. 30.
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AFTER

AFTER


