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We will be Closed 
New Year’s Day

Deadline: Thur, Dec. 28

BY KAREN ENGDAHL

The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Over the 
past two years, the volunteer needle 
workers of the Yarning for a Cause 
group that meets every Wednesday 
evening at the Springfield Town Li-
brary have provided more than 400 
hats to people in need ranging from 
preemie babies to sailors braving 
frigid seas.
  Phaedra Mintun, who started the 

group in the fall of 2016, says she has 
been crafting for charity for many 
years. “When my husband and I 
moved here from Seattle we didn’t 
know anyone and we both work 
from home,” she explained. “So I 
started this group in order to meet 
people and connect with the com-
munity.”
  Mintun says the library has been 

the perfect headquarters for the group, 
“People feel comfortable dropping in, 
visiting, and relaxing with each other 
while they knit or crochet. We make 
things for five different charities, so 
there’s bound to be one a crafter can 
connect with.”
  “We knit/crochet hats for the Santa 

Express, which hands out toys, hats, 
mittens, and other items to children 
in poverty stricken areas; Christmas at 
Sea, which provides hats to active duty 
serviceman sailing in cold climates; 
Knots of Love, which provides hats for 
cancer patients going through chemo; 
Preemie Project, which provides hats 
for premature babies; and Hats 4 the 
Homeless, a New York based group 
that provides hats and other warm 

items for homeless people” she ex-
plained.
  Mintun provides the patterns, hooks 

and needles, and yarn - each char-
ity has very specific requirements for 
what brands and type of yarns can be 
accepted and what conditions it has 
been in, such as it can not have come 
into contact with animal hair or smoke 
- so there is no cost to participate. Min-
tun and other group members are also 
happy to teach anyone who wants to 
learn how to crochet or knit.
  “It’s a fun way to spend an evening, 

we sit and chat and make hats. The 
world is crazy, so it’s nice to sit in the 
beautiful, cozy, library and relax and 
do something good. We often talk 
about the importance of handmade 
goods and how knowing someone 

spent the time to make an item for 
another human in need can make 
a difference in someone’s life. We 
send a lot of hopes and love with 
each hat,” Mintun says. 
  Janice Izzo, who has been a regu-

lar member of the group almost 
since its inception, says she learned 
to knit and crochet from her grand-
mother and feels good about car-
rying on the tradition of making 
things by hand.
  “It makes a difference,” she said, 

“when people know you took the 
time to craft something unique just 
for them.”
  Yarning for a Cause meets every 

Wednesday evening at the Spring-
field Town Library and welcomes 
new members at any time.

Yarning for a cause offers 
holiday comfort and joy

BY KRISTINE M. BURPEE

The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. - The Se-
lect Board met on Tuesday, Dec. 
19, 2017, in the Lower Theater of 
the Bellows Falls Opera House. 
Manager Shane O’Keefe report-
ed that Ron Karvosky the new 
finance director, from Marlbor-
ough, N.H. began his position 
with the town on Dec 19, 2017. 
“Karvosky is more than qualified 
for the position and we are happy 
to have him,” O’Keefe stated.
  O’Keefe informed everyone 

that at the time of the Select 
Board meeting, Gov. Phil Scott 
would announce on Dec. 20, 
2017 that the Robertson Paper 
Mill would be included in state 
projects funded by the Commu-
nity Development Block Grants. 
The purpose of the $175,000 grant 
is to aid in the demolition of the 
Robertson Paper Mill.
  The electric ski tow in Bellows 

Falls, damaged by a fallen tree, 
will be repaired. HB Energy had 
been hired for the repairs costing 
$1,873. 
  A motion was presented for the 

municipal manager to sign USDA 
Rural Development Grant appli-
cation for the town hall elevator 
upgrade. The motion was passed 
and O’Keefe says feedback is ex-
pected by March 2018.
  Chuck Wise, zoning adminis-

tration, was present to speak on an 
Access Permit for Brockway Mills 
Road, to approve logging access in 

the driveway. Board member Ann 
DiBernardo asked that there be sig-
nage added about blocking the road 
when not in use. This motion was 
also passed.
  The town hall roof has been ex-

periencing minor leaks. Stevens and 
Associates, presented their appraisal 
of $430,000. Jon Saccoccio, AIA, in-
formed the board that “Insulation 
is at one inch and should be at six 
inches.” He recommended the roof 
be upgraded with thermos barrier, 
increase scoffers, and roof drains, 
and immediate ponding. He says the 
building is losing heat due to lack of 
insulation. 
  Board member Gaetano Putingna-

no said, “The problem is with a leak, 
not energy. This is a lot of money. “
  Brad Sanderson stated the ponding 

is causing the leak since the 
roof is relatively flat.
  Board member Cass 

Wright said, “Assuming for 
the sake of argument we 
could only cover half the 
cost, what’s recommend-
ed?” 
  Stevens Group replied, 

“The cost would need to be 
divided by section and is-
sue. I recommend that the 
roof be upgraded for fuel 
savings.” It was decided 
that the topic needs further 
discussion to make adjust-
ments with what construc-
tion will be approved. 
  Gary Fox, development 

director, and Mary Helen 
Hawthorne, executive di-

rector of the Bellows Falls Downtown 
Development Alliance, informed the 
Select Board of a grant opportunity 
to solve the lighting issue in the vil-
lage square. The grant is due Dec. 31, 
2017. Hawthorne explained, “The 
Grant is $50,000 from the National 
Light Group, they have been work-
ing with towns for a number of years 
to revitalizing the appearance of the 
downtown area.” 
  She explained that the grant is 

competitive. It can be utilized to 
update the streetscape, remove and 
replace surfaces and bump outs. 
They can invest in new street lamps, 
purchase bike racks so people don’t 
chain their bikes to the lamps, up-
date to new trash bins, and so on. 
The Board was interested in the re-
design of the sidewalks and lighting.

Rockingham Select Board 
discusses grant opportunities

Left to right Phaedra Mintun, Kathy Parks, Janice Izzo.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY PHAEDRA MINTUN

Rockingham grant opportunities. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On Thursday, 
Dec. 7, friends, neighbors, and com-
munity leaders gathered in the Hart-
ness House ballroom for the 2nd an-
nual Main Street Meet-up. This new 
tradition, started by the Main Street 
Steering Committee, is an opportuni-
ty to update the general public about 
the many revitalization efforts that are 
currently underway in Springfield. 
The evening began with hors d’oeuvres 
and beverages as people mingled and 
examined displays of the Main Street 
Master Plan projects. 
  Town Manager, Tom Yennerell, 

welcomed the crowd and gave a brief 
overview of the committee. “The Main 
Street Steering Committee was origi-
nally formed in order to help with the 
planning and development of the 
Main Street Master Plan. Once those 
plans were completed, the committee 
said ‘we need to continue to meet, to 
make sure these projects actually get 
done!’ and so we established a regular 
meeting on the third Wednesday of 
each month, and we continue to meet 
monthly to oversee ongoing projects 
and to make sure things keep mov-
ing.” 
  Yennerell shared a list of action 

items the committee has accom-
plished so far, including acquisition 

of the Bakery building and former 
VNA building, redesign of the town 
website, the securing of a Pedestrian 
Improvements Grant for work to be 
done on Main Street between Sum-
mer and Valley Streets, VNA Build-
ing demolition, work in progress with 
GFI consultants to develop a new riv-
erside park at the former VNA site, 
exploration of a possible new parking 
structure and TIF district feasibility, 
and the completion of the “Music on 
Main Street” project. 
  Yennerell then went on to describe 

the committee’s goals. A “Springfield 
Revitalization Fund” has been estab-
lished, so that as fundraising efforts 
ramp up, donors can make tax-de-
ductible contributions to the cause.
  Yennerell introduced Bill Morlock 

of the Springfield Housing Author-
ity, who talked about the Woolson 
Block redevelopment project, sched-
uled for completion in 2019, and the 
partnership with Springfield Regional 
Development Corporation (SRDC) 
and Springfield On the Move (SOM), 
involving a master lease, to ensure 
thriving retail businesses will fill the 
ground floor. 
  Bob Flint, director of SRDC, shared 

a Park Street School development up-
date, explaining that many moving 

parts and pieces are slowly coming 
together. He also shared the fantastic 
news that Springfield School District 
is launching the first-in-Vermont 
school-wide computer science initia-
tive for middle and high school stu-
dents. 
  “Springfield is known for its his-

tory of innovation, and we’re proud 
to continue that trend with this latest 
initiative.” Caitlin Christiana, director 
of the Springfield Regional Chamber 
of Commerce, discussed another col-
laborative project involving promo-
tional videos for Springfield. “This co-

operative marketing effort started as a 
conversation between the Chamber, 
SRDC, and SOM. We recognized the 
growing need to market Springfield 
to attract workforce, businesses, and 
families, and so we decided to create 
several videos to showcase our com-
munity as a great place to live and 
work. We were happy to be able to hire 
local small business Indelible, Inc. to 
produce the ads, and we’ve been very 
impressed with their creativity.” 
  Select Board member Walter Mar-

tone gave a presentation on the history 
of the Bakery Building, and discussed 

the town’s efforts to sell the property 
and encourage business development 
in that space. 
  The Main Street Steering Com-

mittee is a group of local individuals 
working together to tackle commu-
nity challenges, build a more vibrant 
downtown, and promote growth 
and prosperity in the Springfield re-
gion. Over 20 key projects have been 
identified in the Main Street Master 
Plan. The group meets regularly on a 
monthly basis to share updates about 
ongoing projects, discuss any bumps 
in the road, and assess, assign, and ac-
complish next action items. Thanks 
to this collaborative format, the Main 
Street Steering Committee is mak-
ing significant headway and ensuring 
that the increasing momentum of the 
community’s redevelopment efforts.
  The Main Street Steering Commit-

tee include Caitlin Christiana, execu-
tive director of the Springfield Region-
al Chamber of Commerce; Bob Flint, 
executive director of the Springfield 
Regional Development Corporation; 
Stephen Plunkard, executive direc-
tor of Springfield on the Move; Jason 
Rasmussen of Southern Windsor 
County Regional Planning Commis-
sion; Bill Morlock, executive director 
of the Springfield Housing Authority; 

Paul Kendall, president of Lawrence 
& Wheeler Insurance Agency; Tom 
Yennerell, Springfield Town Man-
ager; Peter MacGillivray, Springfield 
Select Board member; Walter Mar-
tone, Springfield Select Board mem-
ber; Rick Genderson, 100 River Street 
property owner; Steve Greene, com-
mercial real estate owner; Larry Trai-
neanu, commercial real estate owner; 
Reggie Green, president of Claremont 
Savings Bank; Diane Parker, Peoples 
United Bank branch manager; Rich-
ard Amore, project manager of Com-
munity Planning & Revitalization for 
Vermont Department of Housing & 
Community Development; and Jackie 
Cassino, transportation planning co-
ordinator for VTrans.
  For more information about the 

Main Street Steering Committee or 
the Springfield Revitalization Proj-
ect, contact the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce at 802-885-
2779 or springfieldrcoc@vermontel.
net. Tax-deductible donations can be 
made payable to: “Springfield Revi-
talization Fund,” c/o Springfield Re-
gional Chamber, 56 Main Street, Suite 
2, Springfield, VT, 05156.

  Article written by Caitlin Christia-
na, Springfield Regional Chamber of 
Commerce.

Springfield’s 2nd annual Main Street Meet-Up

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – At the 
Joint Board special meeting held on 
Thursday, Dec. 21, municipal man-
ager Shane O’Keefe submitted his 
letter of resignation to the Bellows 
Falls Village Trustees and Rocking-
ham Select Board. O’Keefe’s resig-
nation will be effective as of June 
30, 2018, allowing him six months 
to assist in the municipal manager 

recruiting process. 
  In his letter of resignation, 

O’Keefe wrote, “I have thoroughly 
enjoyed working with the Boards 
and my staff, and serving the fine 
people of Rockingham and Bellows 
Falls over the past year, and look 
forward to continuing the good 
work of the municipalities over the 
coming months as we transition to a 

new Municipal Manager.” 
  The meeting ended with the 

trustees and the Select Board 
going into executive session to 
discuss “the appointment or 
employment or evaluation of a 
public officer or employee,” but 
the public body will make a final 
decision in an open meeting at a 
later date.

Municipal Manager O’Keefe resigns
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - In this 

darkest time of the year, board 
members of the Greater Falls 
Warming Shelter are sending 
the message that a winter scarf 
can provide more than physical 
warmth. By placing scarves around 
town with a tag that reads, “If you 
need it, please take this scarf as our 
gift to you,” they hope to let folks 

know that they care. It also makes 
others aware that an extra scarf, hat, 
pair of gloves or coat can make a big 
difference in someone’s life. “Other 
towns have taken on this project,” said 
board member Ann DiBernardo. “We 
thought it would be a way to help oth-
ers while reminding our community 
that there’s a need.”
  The shortest day of the year, marked 

by the winter solstice, Dec. 21, 2017 
marked the beginning of the project. 
Scarves will be hung at various loca-
tions in Bellows Falls, and residents 
are encouraged to add others. The 
shelter is also happy to receive dona-
tions of these items plus socks for the 
guests sheltered there. The shelter can 
be contacted at gfwarmingshelter@
gmail.com.

Scarves all around town

A vision of the riverside park. 
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Knight Tubs Pools & Spas 
11 Main Street • Ludlow, Vermont

802-228-2260 • www.knighttubs.com

Service

Chemicals

Repair

Hot Tub Sales

Maintenance
Relax!

Let Knight Tubs help you take care 
of your hot tub this ski season!

The highest quality maintenance & repair by 
factory trained technicians

802-463-4140
20 Village Square Bellows Falls
Online Customer Service 855-828-9792

Glassware

Pottery

Wood ware

Flatware

Linens

Gifts

Custom Tables

Fine Art/Jewelry

The art of living well.

Visit us in our newly renovated

historic Country Store on 

Rt 103 between Chester and Ludlow.

Tuesday ~ Sunday 10am-5pm 

Fridays 10am-9pm 802 875 3109

Set your table with

on RT.103 in Chester

Piano Studio program
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Karen Engdahl and several students from the Spring-
field Piano Studio presented their annual Christmas Program for the cli-
ents, staff, and guests of the Adult Day Services in Springfield on Dec. 8. 
On the program were piano solos and duets, including holiday favorites 
ranging from “Up On the Housetop” to “What Child Is This?” Also in-
cluded were two clarinet pieces arranged for Christmas and performed by 
Rob MacKenzie on clarinet with Engdahl on the piano. For more informa-
tion about the studio, call Engdahl at 802-885-1216.

PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. - The Rev. 
Lance W. Harlow, rector of St. Jo-
seph Co-Cathedral and Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception par-
ishes in Burlington, has received 
the Rev. Charles Albert Dickinson 
Award for outstanding contribu-
tions to the field of child welfare 
and commitment to transform-

ing the lives of children and their 
families from Kurn Hattin Homes 
for Children in Westminster. The 
award was presented on Dec. 14 at 
the annual Christmas concert.
  Harlow is a longtime volunteer 

and supporter of the residential 
school. “I was very much surprised, 
but also pleased, that the St. Nicho-

las Project, which I founded in 
2015 to link the Catholic Com-
munity in Vermont with the 
works of Kurn Hattin Homes, 
had indeed made a signifi-
cant impact on supporting the 
homes,” Harlow said.
  This fall, through the generosity 

of donors, the St. Nicholas Proj-
ect raised about $25,000, “but 
more importantly brought atten-
tion to the good works of Kurn 
Hattin across Vermont, many 
states in the United States and 
Canada,” he continued. “While 
I am humbled and pleased to 
receive this award, I am also 
inspired to keep the charitable 
works of the St. Nicholas Project 
moving forward.”
  Harlow became involved with 

Kurn Hattin when he was pastor 
at St. Charles Church in Bellows 
Falls in 2005. In addition to rais-
ing funds he has organized drives 
for things like clothing, shoes, 
quilts, and pillowcases.
  Since 2013, Kurn Hattin Homes 

has presented the Rev. Charles 
Albert Dickinson Award, the 
founder of Kurn Hattin Homes 
in 1894, to a recipient who has 
made a significant contribution 
to the field of childcare at Kurn 
Hattin. The award features an 
engraved profile of Dickinson 
etched in glass.
  Kurn Hattin has helped thou-

sands of children and their fami-
lies by offering a safe home and 
quality education in a nurturing 
environment since 1894.

Burlington priest receives 
award for child welfare work

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On Fri-
day, Dec. 8, the Springfield Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce 
was thrilled to perform a ribbon 
cutting ceremony to celebrate the 
Springfield Art Gym’s one-year 
anniversary and open house. The 
Art Gym is a classic Springfield 
tale of ingenuity and ambition. A 
group of likeminded community 
members began discussing the 
concept of a shared community art 
space. Wendi Germain and Mona 
Frye were very committed to the 
endeavor and jumped into action, 
putting their own money on the 
line to open the first storefront 
incarnation of the Springfield Art 
Gym in July 2016 at 3 Main Street 
in downtown Springfield. Eliza-
beth Meuse jumped on board and 
the three ladies began creating 
and building the shared ideas of a 
community art space where every-
one was free to exercise creativity! 
  Right away, the Art Gym started 

to outgrow its footprint. The coor-
dinators knew they needed a place 
that was visible and easily accessi-
ble. The Art Gym moved to a new 

location at 62 Clinton Street in Janu-
ary 2017. The Springfield Art Gym 
is a community driven space, trans-
forming via the feedback of all who 
visit. The organizers learn, adapt, and 
grow to meet the needs of the com-
munity. Meuse explained, “It’s not 
‘our space,’ its everyone’s space.
  The Art Gym’s classes are designed 

for everyone at different experience 
levels. They offer free art nights once 
a month on the second Friday of the 
month. They have open art hours 
on Thursdays 9 a.m. -1 p.m. and 
Wednesdays 1 p.m. – 6 p.m. where 
folks can explore the planned ac-
tivities of the day. There is a monthly 
calendar showing the class offerings 
that people can register for. They are 
always open to folks offering to vol-
unteer their time as class facilitators 
where they can share their skills with 
others.
  The Springfield Art Gym recently 

received a Promise Community 
Grant, to work with the community 
to offer family-friendly art oppor-
tunities. They also partnered with 
All-4-One during the summer and 
as part of their afterschool program 

this year. The coordinators have 
also been working on Buildings & 
Grounds Grant through the state of 
Vermont, to do improvements on the 
space. With the help of the Promise 
Grant and the Buildings & Grounds 
Grant, they have been able to hire a 
design consultant to help them put 
community thoughts for the space 
down on paper. They have a beautiful 
floor plan that opens up the space to 
accommodate more participants, al-
lows for a quiet, relaxing lounge and 
coffee area, more natural lighting, 
and lots of storage. The coordinators 
can’t wait for the community to see 
their new space in the coming year!
  If you have not already, make it 

one of your New Year’s resolutions 
to stop by the Springfield Art Gym 
at 62 Clinton Street to exercise your 
creativity! For more information, 
visit their website at www.artgymvt.
weebly.com. Follow them on Face-
book to get updates about classes and 
events!

  Article written by Caitlin Christi-
ana, Springfield Regional Chamber 
of Commerce.

Springfield Art Gym ribbon 
cutting and open house

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - The 
American Legion Auxiliary, 
Pierce Lawton Unit #37 in Bel-
lows Falls has been very busy 
this fall and winter season. On 
Sept. 9, 2017, there was a Stand 
Down, in Barre, Vt. This project 
was for the homeless veterans in 
the states of Vermont and New 
Hampshire who were in need of 
clothing and shoes. Unit #37 sent 
approximately $900 of supplies 
that was collected from mem-
bers and friends to this wonder-
ful project.
  Auxiliary units across the 

country celebrated and partici-

pated in the Give 10 to Education 
program in October. In conjunc-
tion with Sheryl Miller’s third and 
fourth grades at the Westminster 
Center School, her students re-
ceived school supplies to use and 
share with other classrooms that 
need extra through the year. In ad-
dition to school supplies, Unit #37 
Poppy Chair Helen Gideos and 
President Marcy Smith presented a 
brief program on flag etiquette just 
in time for Veterans Day.
  BFMS teachers Mary Lou Mas-

succo and Cathy Chamberlin also 
presented President Marcy Smith 
with over 300 cards and poems 

handmade by students for Veterans 
Day. Some cards were included in 
the troop boxes, some were handed 
out at the Veterans Day ceremo-
nies, and a few were sent to local 
veterans who are now at nursing 
homes.
  On Nov. 7 and 8, 2017, Unit # 

37 participated in the first Tree of 
Warmth project held at the Veter-
ans’ Hospital in White River Junc-
tion. The project provided warm 
clothing, hats, mittens, scarves, 
and socks for over 350 veterans 
and their families over the two-day 
event. Unit #37 VA/VS Chair Nan-
cy Wright and friends knitted nu-
merous items. Unit # 37 provided 
over $850 worth of warm clothing 
for this project.
  On Nov. 10, Unit #37 members 

attended the Kurn Hattin Homes 
Veterans’ Day program and were 
able to mingle with the student 
performers during a lovely lunch. 
Unit #37 continues to support our 
troops, which entailed prepar-
ing and shipping four troop boxes 
to two local young soldiers who 
have deployed overseas. The boxes 
contained treats and toiletries to 
remind them that others at home 
were thinking of them while they 
are away from their families. 
  The boxes also included pocket-

sized flags. Unit #37 President Mar-
cy Smith was a mentor to a 2017 
graduating senior who needed an 
idea for her senior project, which 
consisted of folding small printed 
fabric flags into the “triangle.” This 
idea came from Operation Pocket 
Flag many years ago so that a sol-
dier could keep this memento from 
home in his/her pocket or dis-
played in a special place while they 
were away. There will be a third lo-
cal soldier who will be deploying 
soon and we will put together two 
boxes for him as well.
  In addition to the troop boxes, 

Unit #37 shipped a box with treats 
to a junior auxiliary member who is 
participating in international stud-
ies in Croatia for her entire senior 
year and will return in 2018 to walk 
the walk with her 2018 graduating 
class at BFUHS.
  On Dec. 8, Unit #37 VA/VS Chair 

Nancy Wright participated in the 
Veterans Gift Shop that was held in 
White River Junction. Unit #37 sent 
over $1,000 worth of items. The gift 
shop is a project that services the 
veterans who are not able to leave 
the hospital and/or home to have a 
chance to pick out an item or items 
for their family members and have 
it giftwrapped. This makes for a 
wonderful holiday season when 
a veteran can continue to give to 
their family despite their lack of 
shopping at the regular stores.
  If anyone is interested in becom-

ing an auxiliary member with Unit 
#37, you may inquire at Post #37 on 
Rockingham Street for an applica-
tion. Monthly meetings are held at 
7 p.m. on the second Wednesday 
of the month. Call 802-463-9700 
during winter weather to check for 
meeting cancellations. For more 
information, go to the Department 
of Vermont American Legion Aux-
iliary website at www.vtalauxiliary.
org or contact Unit # 37 President 
Marcy Smith at marcysmith802@
gmail.com.

American Legion Auxiliary had a 
busy year
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$25-99 save $10

$100-249 save $25

$250-499 save $50

$500-999 save $75 

$1000+ save $100

If Your Share is: 

Our Official Holiday Savings Days runs through Dec. 31

Here is a Little Gift for You!

802-463-4695
5 Henry St.  | Bellows Falls, VT 05101

www.greaterfallsdentistry.net

Dr. Mozaffari
Dr. Santiago

General Dentists

GREATER FALLS DENTISTRY
We Are A Delta Dental 
Participating Provider

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Cleaning excluded. One discount per 
patient. Treatment must be completed 
by 12/31/17. Coupon must be 
presented at appointment.

T’ai Chi Ch’uan - Beginners’ Class in Walpole, NH
Patrick Cavanaugh  |  802-490-6405  |  patrick@longrivertaichi.org

Long River Tai Chi Circle is the school of Wolfe Lowenthal, student 
of Professor Cheng Man-ch’ing, and author of three classic works on 

T’ai Chi Ch’uan. Patrick Cavanaugh is a long time student of Wolfe’s, a 
senior instructor at Long River Tai Chi in VT & NH, and teaching classes 
in Walpole. One year course. Registration open through February 22. 

Classes Begin Thursday, Jan. 18  |  Meet Thursdays 7-8pm
$90 for the first 6 weeks, $65/month thereafter

Meet at the Hastings House, behind the Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St., Walpole

JOIN OUR NEW 

BEGINNERS’ CLASS!

Starts 1/5. Weekly: Fri. 10-11am

Long River Tai Chi Circle

TAI  CHI

a soft and grounding practice

Djemila Cavanaugh

802-490-0225

djem.translator@gmail.com

FB: Djem’s Tai Chi Classes

$65/month

2 Lower Taylor Hill Rd.

Winhall Library, VT

Est. 1926 • Choice Meats
Visit our website www.LisaisChesterMarket.comLISAI’S 

Chester Market

Sale Prices Effective Tuesday, December 26, 2017  

thru Monday, January 1, 2018

TUE.

26
WED.

27
THU.

28
FRI.

29
SAT.

30
SUN.

31
MON.

1

Boneless Chicken 
Breasts
$1.89/LB

$1.69/LB 10 LB BAG

Hamburg Sale!

$3.19/5LB +CHUCK

$3.59/LB ROUND

Route 103 • Chester Depot
Open 7 Days a week 8am - 7pm

(802) 875-4715

Happy New Year!

From all the  
Staff at Lisais

Bone-In Pork 
Chops

$1.89/LB

Chuck Pot  
Roasts
The Best

$3.99/LB

Stuffed Pork 
Chops
 

$2.39/LB

Essem Hot Dogs

$20.00/5 LB BAG

U.S.D.A. Choice 
Sirloin Steaks

 

$4.99/LB

Marinated 
Chicken
Breasts

$2.39/LB

Rib End / Loin 
Pork Roasts

$1.59/LB

Our Own Kielbasa

$3.99/LB
$8.99/LB

Shrimp Sale 
Raw or Cooked

Our Own 

Marinated Steak 
Tips

$6.99/LB

HCRS new staff
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Health Care and Rehabilitation Services (HCRS), south-
eastern Vermont’s community mental-health agency, is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of seven new professionals whose talents will 
augment HCRS’ services in the Bellows Falls, Brattleboro, Newfane, and 
Springfield regions. HCRS welcomes the following new employees (from 
left): Tammy Morse-O’Neil, CFS driver in Brattleboro; Alex Reiss, respite 
provider in Springfield; Julia Stifler, school-based clinician in Newfane; 
Amanda Beckwith, Children’s OP clinician in Brattleboro; Bambi Howe, 
residential specialist in Bellows Falls; Erin Todd, residential specialist in 
Bellows Falls; and Chloe Benson, residential specialist in Bellows Falls.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - On Saturday, 
Dec. 16, 2017, Springfield Elks Lodge 
members drove to the Vermont Vet-
erans Home in Bennington, Vt., to 
present a $1,500 Elks Anniversary 
Grant. Elks National Foundation 
came up with the name and dona-
tion application because this Feb-
ruary 2018 will mark the 150th an-
niversary of when Elks became a 
fraternity in New York City in 1867.
  The grant will be used at the home 

to build a game room, to be used by 
veterans recovering from wounds 
inflicted during their service. These 
could be long or short-term re-
covering veterans. The game room 
will include books, board games, 
card games, darts, Play Stations and 
games, Wii and games, and other 
games deemed suitable for the vet-
erans. This game room will cost a 
substantial amount of money and 
the $1,500 Anniversary Grant will 

certainly help offset the cost of ap-
proximately $5,000.
  This is an important need for our 

veterans who have served our coun-
try and have suffered by receiving 
wounds of various types. We owe our 
freedoms to all of our veterans, and 
this is a very small amount of giving 
back.
  The veterans at the home re-

marked that they remember what 
our lodge has given to them in the 
past. One year the lodge donated 
a couple dozen fish poles with bait 
boxes. Another year the lodge took 
down boxes and boxes of books, 
VHS movies, when they were popu-
lar. Another year the lodge donated 
boxes of tube socks. Springfield Elks 

Springfield Elks Lodge #1560 awards 
grant to Vermont Veterans Home

At the Elks Anniversary Grant presentation at the Veterans Home in Ben-
nington, Vt., from left to right: Al Fagans of Rutland, Vt., (USMC/Army); Ray 
Meaney of Florida (U.S. Navy on the USS Bennington); Eugene Siliski; Gloria 
Gunn; Exalted Ruler Vicki Siliski; CEO Melissa Jackson of the Veterans Home; 
Paul Lyman of Brattleboro (U.S. Navy); and COO Al Faxan Col. USMC (Ret.) of 
the Vets Home.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - At its an-
nual Solstice Candlelight Service the 
Springfield UU Church had a visit 
from “St. Nick,” played by Jeff Taft-
Dick. St. Nick explained how in his 
younger days, he started with giving 
to just a few children locally in what is 
now know as Turkey. He recognized 
that there were children in need ev-
erywhere, and in time his operation 
spread worldwide.
  Besides the Christmas charity work, 

Nick actually has another occupation 

that we haven’t heard much about. 
“The Christmas gig is only a few 
months of the year,” he explained. “I 
was getting bored up at the North Pole 
in the slow season. And I really like to 
help out, to make a difference in the 
world. So, I got another job for the 
rest of the year working for the World 
Food Program.” Jeff Taft-Dick worked 
for World Food Program for 30 years.
  “I visit countries where people are 

having a hard time; I help them get 
food. There are lots of people in Syria 

who are refugees. They’ve left their 
homes because of the war; they are 
living in camp. We’re working very 
hard with the World Food Program 
to talk care of them. Thirteen million 
people need help. Half of them are 
children.” 
  St. Nick spoke about how the WFP 

gives the Syrian refugees vouchers, 
which are like money. That way they 
can buy their food directly from the 
local groceries. That helps the lo-
cal businesses thrive and helps the 

refugees become part of the local 
economy. 
  The congregation then took up 

a collection of $660 to send to the 
World Food Program for Syrian 
refugees. If you want to contribute, 
please make out a check to: World 
Food Program USA, Attn: Devel-
opment Department, 1725 I Street 
NW, Suite 510, Washington, DC 
20006. Put “for Syria” in the memo.
  To make a donation by phone, 

call WFP/USA at 202-627-3737.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Spring-
field Vermont’s Girl Scout Troop 
# 51293 braved the cold recently 
to collect food and cash donations 
to benefit the Springfield Fam-
ily Center. The troop raised $165 
in cash donations and collected 
several items of non-perishable 
foods. “The 
girls worked 
really hard 
and braved 
extreme cold 
standing out 
in front of 
the Shaw’s 
on that very 
cold Sun-
day,” said 
Troop co-
leader Mary 
K r u e g e r . 
“We are so 
proud of 
them as they 
volunteered 
their time to 
help those in 
need in our 
community.”
  Mike Wiese, Director of the 

Springfield Family Center met 
with the girls to thank them and 
collect the donation at their re-

cent troop meeting. He was equally 
impressed with the girls’ commit-
ment to community. 
  The Springfield Family Center op-

erates a food shelf, day time shelter 
with showers and laundry and pro-
vides hot meals and access to other 
resources for those in need. 

Girl Scout food drive 
benefits the Springfield 
Family Center

Girls Scouts braving the cold for their food drive. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

Springfield UUs collect funds for Syrian refugees

Lodge donates to the Veterans 
Home and VA Hospital in White 
River Jct., every year with some-
thing. We ask, and they give us a 
list of what we can take to them.

WINDSOR, Vt. – Mt. Ascutney 
Hospital and Health Center has an-
nounced that Jean Martaniuk, a resi-
dent of Windsor, has been selected 
by the Society for Human Resource 
Management as the recipient of the 
2017 HR Professional Award. Marta-
niuk, the MAHHC Human Resourc-
es director, received the award at the 
2017 annual Vermont Conference 
of the Society for Human Resource 
Management held at the Killington 
Grand Resort Hotel on Sept. 28-29, 
2017.
  A veteran of more than 40 years 

at MAHHC, Martaniuk began her 
career at the hospital in 1977 as a 
member of the accounting office, be-
fore moving to the human resources 
department as an accounts payable/
payroll technician in 1992. She was 
promoted to HR director in 1994.
  According to Vermont SHRM, 

the annual HR Professional Award 
“recognizes outstanding service to 
the HR community,” including work 
with the state council and Society 
of Human Resource Management, 
“leadership in the business commu-
nity or to the civic community. The 
recipient represents the ‘best’ in the 
HR profession in Vermont.”
  Dr. Joseph Perras, MAHHC Presi-

dent, CEO, and Chief Medical Of-
ficer, nominated Martaniuk for the 
prestigious award, saying, “Jean 
does a tremendous job in manag-
ing our organization’s greatest assets, 

its employees. She’s always there 
to listen to and support all of our 
employees, and provides invalu-
able insight to the organization on 
staffing strategy, compensation, 
benefits, and professional devel-
opment.” Dr. Perras continued, “In 
addition to the skill with which 
she performs her duties at the 
hospital, Jean is a regional leader 
in the field, as an active member 
of HR associations at the national 
and state levels. She also manages 
to contribute her time to other 
Windsor nonprofits, the Hospital 
Auxiliary, and more. This award 
couldn’t go to a better person.”

2017 Mt. Ascutney HR 
Professional Award

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - This 
year’s holiday bazaar was a tre-
mendous success! A huge thanks 
to all of our outstanding volun-
teers: Shirley Harrington, Hosanna 
Dukeshire, Terri Nauceder, Jane 
Westfall, Fred Waryas, Joan Lake, 
Paul Sackevich, Eric Lambert, 
Fred Yates, Wayne Johnson, Hugh 
Haggerty, Dorothy Hogan, Mar-
lene O’Connor, Deena Ezequelle, 
Reagan Khan, Helen Gideos, 
Lorraine Yates, Ginny Ferguson, 
Joanne Gay, Roberta Streeter, Betty 
Rounds, Peggy Hadley, Bob Had-
ley, Jane Lawrence, Nan King, Ar-
nie Knowlton, Joanne Kosut, Bette 

Holt, Lois Sippel, Jane and Wesley 
Nies, and Fran Vaine. Thanks to 
all who donated such wonderful 
baked goods for the bake sale and 
gifts for the white elephant! Thank 
you to everyone who came out and 
supported our center!
  Congratulations to our quilt raf-

fle winner: Kathy Keily who won 
a handmade quilt by the BFASC 
Quilters. Also, congratulations to 
our cash raffle winners: Joan Lake, 
Sue Holland, Wayne Johnson, Dick 
Neilsen, Ed Dinnanny, Annette 
Johnson, Fred Yates, Fred Waryas, 
Jane Westfall, and our grand prize 
winner David Amaral. 

Bellows Falls Senior 
Center holiday bazaar
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Have a Safe &

 Happy New Year!

C O U N T RY  G I R L  D I N E R
G R E AT  F O O D  A N D  G R E AT  F R I E N D S .  T H AT ’ S  W H AT  W E ’ R E  A L L  A B O U T. 

802.875.1003 | 46 Vermont Rt. 103 South, Chester, Vt. 05143 | www.countr ygir ldiner.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 7 Days a Week

Open New Years Day

Father’s Restaurant

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

From Breakfast Foods to Burgers, 
Seafood, Salad Bar, Soups, and More!

Thank You 

for a wonderful year!

See you in 2018!

American Homestyle Cuisine

Dine In or Take Out

Open Seven Days 7 am - 8 pm 

(802) 463-3909 
7079 Route 5, Westminster, VT

Mike & Tammy’s 
Country Store

(802) 824-8100 • Route 11 Londonderry, VT 05148

Now taking Holiday Orders

Filet Mignon • Boneless Prime Rib • Our Fresh Ground Sirloin • NY Strip Steak

Pies & 
Baskets

802-228-7797
44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT 
www.killarneyludlow.com

Pub Opens at 3pm
Dinner Available at 5pm

Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday at 12 pm

Chicken Wing Champions 

4 Years in a Row!

LIVE MUSIC FROM 5 - 8 pm

THURSDAYS
Irish Music Sessions  
w/ Gypsy Reel 6:30 - 9 pm

SUN, DEC 31 NYE
DJ Murchie 10 pm-1 am

No Cover - Must be 21 after 11 pm

Have a Happy New Year!

We will be OPEN
Dec. 27 - Jan. 1 at 12pm

Wed, Dec. 27
Eric King

Fri, Dec. 29
Jake Kulak

Sat, Dec. 30
Sammy Blanchette

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 27 
Solo Acoustic w/ Silas

THURSDAY, DEC. 28  
Karaoke w/ DJ Evan

FRIDAY, DEC. 29 
Bluegrass Sounds of FIDDLEWITCH

SATURDAY, DEC. 30 
DJ Dance Party

SUNDAY, DEC. 31  
New Year’s Eve Party 
w/ DJ & Flow Dancers

Early Bird & Nightly Specials

Large Parties Welcome • Family Friendly
Mangiamos for Great Food and Fun • Like us on Facebook

Located at Bottom of the Okemo Access Road, 64 Pond Street, Ludlow

OPEN NIGHTLY  |  TAKE OUT  |  DELIVERY 

802-228-6688

, n v    
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RISTORANTE

ENTERTAINMENT

Happy New Year

REGION - It’s the time of year to 
think about New Year’s resolutions 
and, for many people, getting health-
ier is high on the list. We all know 
that eating right is critical to good 
health, but with the high cost of food, 
fuel, housing, and health care, a lot 
of people can’t afford to buy enough 
nutritious food for themselves and 
their families. 3SquaresVT can help 
to put more healthy food on the 
table, giving them the energy and 
strength they need to achieve their 
goals in 2018! 
  3SquaresVT is Vermont’s supple-

mental nutrition assistance program, 
designed to help households without 
sufficient resources meet their need 
for healthy, nutritious food. A fam-
ily of four earning up to $3,793 per 
month may be eligible, and house-
holds can have a savings account or 
an asset like a car or home and still 
qualify. Whether they are experienc-

ing a short-term finan-
cial crisis or longer-term 
challenges, 3SquaresVT 
helps seniors, families, 
and individuals with low-
er incomes make ends 
meet. In fact, 1 in 8 Ver-
monters already receive 
3SquaresVT benefits. 
Monthly benefits come 
on a debit card accepted 
at most grocery stores 
and many farmers’ mar-
kets, making it easy for 
households to use them. 
  Households that qual-

ify for 3SquaresVT ben-
efits can access many 
other programs to make 
life more manageable, such as free 
school meals for children, the earned 
income tax credit, and even phone 
assistance. Households may also use 
3SquaresVT at many farmers’ mar-

ket locations, including many winter 
farmers markets, and double their 
money with “crop cash.” Households 
may also receive crop cash if they 
receive cash assistance. Shoppers 

should visit the manag-
er’s table at the market 
prior to making their 
purchases.
  SEVCA’s family ser-

vices staff are available 
by appointment to as-
sist households to ap-
ply for 3SquaresVT. 
For more information, 
call SEVCA at 1-800-
464-9951. Households 
can also apply online 
at www.vermontfood-
help.com. Eligibility 
and the amount of as-
sistance provided are 
based primarily on 
household income, ex-

penses, and household size. There 
are special rules that make it easier 
for households that include a senior 
or a person with a disability to re-
ceive benefits.

3SquaresVT helps with New Year’s 
Resolution to be healthier

3SquaresVT makes healthy food options more accessible for Ver-
mont families.

STOCK PHOTO

StatePoint - Those with creative 
or artistic aspirations know that 
consistently staying motivated and 
inspired is easier said than done. 
Whether you’re a songwriter, a poet 
or a visual artist, these tried-and-
true habits and new tools can help 
you to create your best work in the 
new year.

  Me Time
  A little bit of me-time goes a long 

way. Carve out some space each 

week for your own pursuits beyond 
the time spent working on projects. 
Learn where and when you do your 
best thinking, brainstorming, and 
reflection. Is it on a morning walk 
through the park? Do you need 
complete silence? Don’t be afraid to 
request some solitude from loved 
ones. This may also be a good op-
portunity to disconnect from your 
devices for a bit. Leave your phone 
off or at home so you aren’t tempted 
to distract yourself.

  Innovative Tools
  New technology can actually in-

spire you to be more creative, revo-
lutionizing the way you plan, design 
and write by hand. For example, 
many creative people are turning to 
devices called eWriters, electronic 
tablets which combine the func-
tionality of notepads, sketchbooks, 
memo books and more, and which 
offer unique features you don’t get 
with traditional pen and paper.
  For example, Blackboard by Boo-

gie Board is the first ever writing 
tool featuring Liquid Crystal Paper 
for a comfortable, natural inkless 
pen on paper-like writing (and eras-
ing) experience with no lag or de-
lay. Its transparent writing surface 
allows users to write on any docu-
ment, photo, map or digital screen, 
and several templates are included, 
such as lines, grids and more, which 
is ideal for collaborative editing. A 
free app makes saving, organizing, 
searching and sharing work, doo-
dles and edits easy. And because it 
works on a replaceable five-year bat-
tery, users don’t have to worry about 
chargers or outlets, making it a con-
venient tool to use wherever inspira-
tion strikes.

  Set up a Work Space
  While you should be prepared 

to create wherever the spirit moves 
you, having a dedicated workspace 
at home is a good idea. Be sure it’s 
comfortable, away from distractions 
and brightly lit. Make it a space you 
want to spend time. Add flowers or 
plants, artwork and other items that 
inspire you.

  Get Inspired
  Who do you most admire? You 

may get inspired by learning more 
about your greatest artistic heroes. 
Read their biographies to learn what 
made them tick and how they spent 
their days.
  This New Year, resolve to adopt 

new habits. Innovating the ways that 
you work can help you to be more 
creative.

How to be more creative in the 
New Year

Ever tried, ever failed, no matter, try again, fail again, fail better.
STOCK PHOTO



LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com
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Open at 3 pm for Dinner!

Some of our Crowd Pleasers
Appetizers
Chicken Wings seasoned with your choice of sauce
Oysters Fresh Shucked with a house cocktail sauce

Soup
Maine Lobster and Corn Chowder

Sandwich
6 oz. Boyden Farms fresh local  
   organic pasture-raised beef Burger

Dinner
Buttermilk Fried Chicken
Slow Roasted Dr. Pepper Beef Brisket
Pan Seared 10 oz. Strip Steak

Kid’s Menu Available for all ages

Serving American Comfort Foods

802-226-7251•LikeusonFacebook•2588Route103,Proctorsville,VT
Open3-9pmThur-Mon;1-8pmSun;ClosedTue&Wed

Friday & Saturday

Prime Rib Dinner  
w/ Baked Potato & Side

Only $2400

FullBar•CraftBeers• Wine

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open Monday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM • Sunday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

i t r c e  l l

Sunday LunCH SPECIaLS
12 P.M. NOON TO 4 P.M.

Roast Turkey with Stuffing • Prime Rib • Baked or Fried Haddock • Maple Glaze Salmon 
Pot Roast • Fried Whole Clams • Teriyaki Steak Tips • Fried or Broiled Bay Scallops

onLy $1100 Includes Potato & Veggie of the Day

SuNday BReakfaST BuffeT
8 a.M. TO 11:30 a.M.

B ff  l  Omelet Station • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon • Sausage
Pancakes • French Toast • Home Fries • Potatoes • Fresh Fruit • Juice & More

onLy $1100
Kids under age 12 

for half price!

Q
a

          

                      

       

VISIT OUR BBQ HEADQUARTERS 
ON ROUTE 103 SOUTH, LUDLOW
BBQ Take-Out  -  Catering for all Occasions

Get ski-thru BBQ lunch at the base of 
Okemo’s Southface lift

Save $$ Pre-Order and bring hot dinner home

Snowmobile Fuel - VAST 127

802-228-8934   -   sowvt@hotmail.com   -   Find us on Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

(802) 463-4766
On The Square • Bellows Falls, VT

www.bfoperahouse.com

FOR MOVIE  
LISTINGS CALL  
OUR HOTLINE:
(802) 463-4766

WEDNESDAY 
NIGHT CLASSIC
EVERY WEDNESDAY NIGHT

TickeTs: $5.00
Small Popcorn 50¢ on Monday

Medium Popcorn, Soda & Any Candy $5.00

  Sunday morning, December 
17th, I headed out for another 
hike in the snow-covered woods. 
As I went up through my field I 
noticed I was following my shad-
ow. Looking down at my shadow 
in the snow I thought, “Glad you 
could come along Henry.” It was 
about eight degrees above zero 
and a very bright and sunny 
morning. As usual I was wear-
ing jeans and my wool black and 
red hunting jacket. Underneath 
is my father’s, 1960s insulated zip 
up under jacket. It’s old but very 
warm.
  Deer tracks wander through-

out the woods, crisscrossing here 
and there. I came to one location 
where the deer tracks were every-
where. It was as busy as Grand 

Central Station. You could see 
where they’d pawed through the 
snow to get to the ground under 
the oak trees. As they paw up 
the leaves and sticks they kick 
up acorns to eat. They’ll stir up a 
large area looking for acorns. In 
places it looked like a bomb went 
off. 
  When the snow gets deeper, 

the deer will yard up in a stand 
of evergreens. The snow under 
the evergreens is not as deep and 
more packed down allowing the 
deer to move around in the yard. 
During this time when the deer 
are in the yard, about the only 
food they can find are new buds 
growing on the tips of branches. 
If it’s a long cold winter the deer 
will suffer terribly from hunger. 
Some will die.
  Interestingly, I have noticed 

in past years deer coming out 
the deeryards and walking along 
my well packed snowshoe trails. 
I have several snowshoe trails 
behind my house. With the deer 
able to travel my trails they are 
exposed to new browsing areas. 
  Later in my December 17th 

hike, I could tell I was starting to 

of an area where 
the deer had 
crisscrossed in 
the snow paw-
ing for acorns.
  Another 

photo I like is 
a long distance 
view looking 
toward Grafton. 
You can see blue 
sky and distant 
mountains. In 
that photo you 
see the subtle 
shades of gray 
the tree shad-
ows create. 
While this is a 

nice photo it doesn’t hold a candle to 
being there.
  I most always go alone. It’s my 

time to connect with what I call ‘my 

know you had.
  The December 12th snowstorm 

deposited about a foot of snow in 
my area. It has since melted some 
but the cold weather has frozen 
it pretty well. This forms a good 
base for snowshoeing if we get 
another foot or so of fresh snow. 
I have a pair of Tubbs wooden 
snowshoes that I use. They are 
five feet long which displaces my 
weight over a larger area than 
modern aluminum shoes. As a 
result in deep snow I don’t sink 
in as much as those on aluminum 
shoes. I can’t wait to go!

  This week’s old saying was 
heard in a conversation between 
two old codgers. 

Question: “What’s your point?” 
Answer: “Just beyond your 

grasp.”

A sunny winter day

Looking Grafton way.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

Deer tracks at Grand Central Station.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

overheat. I unbuttoned a cou-
ple buttons of my wool jacket 
and unzipped my insulated 
jacket to let some body heat 
escape. You always want to 
be aware of your body heat. A 
workout like hiking will cause 
you to sweat. That’s a curse 
when the sweat later freezes.
  When I was about a mile 

from my house I noticed how 
blue the sky was. I took a few 
photos that day. One photo is 

church’. All I take for extras are a 
few matches. I travel light.
  I have one fairly long main trail 

that meanders about a mile to the 
‘Junction’. At this point if I turn 
left I can go over to Crow Hill. If 
I go straight up over a steep ridge 
I’ll come out over near Spoonerv-
ille. If I turn right I can go along 
the base of this steep ridge and 
also come out in Spoonerville.
  I don’t know what the entire 

mileage of all these trails is but 
it’s probably close to eight miles. 
There is not one house in that 
entire distance. No snowmobile 
trails and the only time I have 
seen a human was during deer 
season. Most of the land is open 
and not posted. 
  You might wonder, “Why do I 

write about such a mundane sub-
ject?” Because I know how enjoy-
able it is I want to encourage oth-
ers to give it a try. You won’t get 
lost, killed by a bear or suffer any 
other tragedy. You’ll clear your 
head and use muscles you didn’t 

REGION - We’ve reached the end 
of another year, which means it’s 
just about time for some New Year’s 
resolutions. Would you like to study 
a new language, take up a musical 
instrument, or visit the gym more 
often? All these are worthy goals, of 
course, but why not also add some 
financial resolutions? Here are some 
ideas to think about:

  Increase contributions to your 
employer-sponsored retirement 
plan 
  For 2018, you can contribute up 

to $18,500 (or $24,500 if you’re 50 or 
older) to your 401(k) or similar plan, 
such as a 403(b), for employees of 
public schools and some nonprofit 
groups, or a 457(b) plan, for employ-
ees of local governments. It’s usually 
a good idea to contribute as much 
as you can afford to your employer’s 
plan, as your contributions may low-
er your taxable income, while your 
earnings can grow tax-deferred. At 
a minimum, put in enough to earn 
your employer’s matching contribu-
tion, if one is offered.

  Try to “max out” on your IRA 
  Even if you have a 401(k) or simi-

lar plan, you can probably still invest 
in an IRA. For
2018, you can contribute up to 

$5,500 to a traditional or Roth IRA, 
or $6,500 if you’re 50 or older. In-
come restrictions apply to Roth 
IRAs. Contributions to a traditional 
IRA may be tax-deductible, depend-
ing on your income, and your earn-
ings can grow tax-deferred. Roth 
IRA contributions are not deduct-
ible, but earnings can grow tax-free, 
provided you don’t start taking with-
drawals until you are 59.5 and you’ve 
have had your account at least five 
years. You can put virtually any in-
vestment in an IRA, so it can expand 
your options beyond those offered 
in your 401(k) or similar plan.

  Build an emergency fund 
  Try to build an emergency fund 

containing three to six months’ 
worth of living expenses, with the 
money held in a low-risk, liquid ac-
count. This fund can help you avoid 
dipping into your long-term invest-
ments to pay for unexpected costs, 
such as a new furnace or a major car 

repair.
  Control your debts
  It’s never easy, but do what you 

can to keep your debts under con-
trol. The less you have to spend on 
debt payments, the more you can in-
vest for your future.

  Don’t overreact to changes in the 
financial markets 
  We’ve had a long run of rising 

stock prices – but it won’t last forev-
er. If we experience a sharp market 
downturn in 2018, don’t overreact 
by taking a “time out” from invest-
ing. Market drops are a normal fea-
ture of the investment landscape, 
and you may ultimately gain an ad-
vantage by buying new shares when 
their prices are down.

  Review your goals and risk toler-
ance

  At least once in 2018, take some 
time to review your short-term and 
long-term financial goals and try to 
determine, possibly with the help of 
a financial professional, if your in-
vestment portfolio is still appropri-
ate for these goals. At the same time, 
you’ll want to re-evaluate your risk 
tolerance to ensure you’re not taking 
too much risk – or possibly too little 
risk – with your investments.
  Do your best to stick with these 

resolutions throughout the coming 
year. At a minimum, they can help 
you improve your investment habits 
– and they may improve your finan-
cial picture far beyond 2018.

  This article was written by Ed-
ward Jones for use by your local Ed-
ward Jones Financial Advisor.

Time for New Year’s Financial 
Resolution

Jack goes to Rome
Jack had lots of fun with us at the office. Now he’s visiting the Colosseum 
in Rome on vacation before heading back to the North Pole to get ready 
for next year.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY JACK FROM ROME, ITALLY
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Letters to the Editor

Op-Ed: Congress must step up to help states protect 
the integrity of our elections

Op-Ed: VPIRG’s new appliance prohibition plan

opinion

Dear Editor,

  In recent weeks, the print news-
papers and online news sources have 
covered Vermont politicians mak-
ing exciting announcements about 
grants being awarded for an assort-
ment of local projects and initiatives. 
Gov. Phil Scott and his ribbon cut-
ting ceremonies with state represen-
tatives come to mind. At face value, 
the uninformed citizen enthusiasti-
cally applauds such events and looks 
upon these politicians as heroic for 
delivering such large sums of mon-
ey for these projects for “free.” Of 
course, anyone with a whit of sense 
knows that there is no such thing as 
free. Phil Scott and his liberal min-
ions in the two big parties conve-
niently fail to mention that Vermont 
state government has a $45 million 
dollar budget deficit and an $80 mil-
lion dollar deficit in the education 
fund. This doesn’t seem to matter as 
long as money can be found to buy 
votes from the hapless citizenry.
  The French political thinker and 

historian Alexis De Tocqueville two 
centuries ago warned us of the dan-
gers of reckless spending and buy-
ing votes. He said, “The American 
Republic will endure until the day 
Congress discovers that it can bribe 
the public with the public’s money.”
  Thomas Jefferson, author of the 

Declaration of Independence and 
president of the United States also 
warned us. He writes, “I sincerely 

believe... that the principle of spend-
ing money to be paid by posterity 
under the name of funding is but 
swindling futurity on a large scale.” 
  Not much is said these days about 

President Jefferson, Alexis De Toc-
queville, or the debts of the state and 
federal government. The wisdom of 
Jefferson and his contemporaries is 
lost on the majority of present day 
politicians.
  The U.S. national debt is a whop-

ping $20 trillion dollars and grow-
ing. That is almost $63,117 for ev-
ery man, woman, and child and 
$176,300 for each taxpayer. I equate 
the national debt to a Texas-size as-
teroid of our own making hurtling 
toward the world economy. The as-
teroid is made of unrealistic cam-
paign promises, payoffs to special 
interests, government grants, and 
every form of pork and waste a ca-
reer politician can fantasize about.
  This asteroid will deprive us of 

our liberty and hinder our pursuit 
of happiness as much as one made of 
iron would deprive us of life. Mov-
ing from outer space and back to the 
ground in Vermont, I ask, “What do 
the voting records of Vermont’s con-
gressional delegation tell us about 
how these three career politicians 
have addressed the national debt?”
  Citizens against Government 

Waste is a private, non-partisan, 
non-profit organization represent-

ing more than one million members 
and supporters to eliminate waste, 
mismanagement, and inefficiency in 
the federal government. This orga-
nization gives the Vermont congres-
sional delegation of Bernie Sanders, 
Patrick Leahy, and Peter Welch a rat-
ing of “hostile” in addressing waste-
ful government spending. Bernie 
Sanders has the dubious distinction 
of being rated as “the most hostile” 
member of the Congress in trying to 
reign in the destructive spending ap-
petite of our government. 
  In Jan. 2013, Peter Welch, was 

awarded Porker of the Month for 
violating his constitutional oath 
in attempting to circumvent legal 

authority to raise the debt ceiling, 
which rests solely with the Con-
gress. Welch distributed a petition 
to members of Congress suggesting 
that President Obama be given a 
blank check to raise the debt ceiling 
at his own discretion. Say goodbye 
to separation of powers and hello to 
dictatorship.
  This begs the question, “Why do 

good Vermonters continue to elect 
people that willfully mortgage the 
future liberty and happiness of our 
children and grandchildren?”

Sincerely,
Stu Lindberg
Cavendish, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  Fellow residents of Bennington 
and the surrounding area, we at 
the Vermont Veterans’ Home want 
to thank you for participating in 
this year’s National Wreaths Across 
America Day at the Vermont Veter-
ans’ Home. Each December on Na-
tional Wreaths Across America Day, 
the mission to “Remember, Honor 
and Teach” is carried out by coor-
dinating wreath-laying ceremonies 
at Arlington National Cemetery - as 

well as over 1,100 additional loca-
tions.
  Again, this year the day was cold, 

windy, and snowing, yet as resilient 
Vermonters, over 375 of you at-
tended and participated in honor-
ing those who had served our great 
nation. Incredibly, we had sufficient 
wreaths to lay a wreath, call out the 
Veteran’s name, and salute All Veter-
ans interned at our Vermont Home. 
Thank you to Amy Maroney for 

spearheading this amazing and nev-
er to be forgotten accomplishment.
  Also in attendance were sev-

eral youth groups, Boy Scouts, Girl 
Scouts, and church groups. This 
was our largest turnout ever, we are 
extremely grateful for you setting 
aside time during your busy holiday 
schedule to join us and participate.
  We appreciate our state represen-

tatives who joined and participated: 
Mary Morrissey and Kiah Morris.

  You all attended not to “decorate 
graves,” but to commemorate their 
sacrifice and dedication to these 
United States and to the cause of ev-
erlasting freedom. 
  A profound thanks to all who at-

tended!

Semper Fidelis
Colonel A. M. Faxon Jr
Deputy/COO Vermont Veterans’ 

Home

  As Vermont’s 
chief election 
official, ensur-
ing the accuracy 
and integrity of 
our elections is 
one of my high-
est priorities. In 
a world of con-
stantly changing 
technology we 
must stay ahead 
of those who seek 
to undermine the integrity of our 
elections. We must ensure that our 
elections are secure and free from 
interference, especially cyber-attacks 
from foreign entities like Russia.
  Alongside election officials from 

around the country, I work hard dai-
ly to do just that, and to stay ahead of 
rapidly developing technology and 
those who would use it to harm our 
democratic process. As Congress ap-
proves the largest tax cut in history, 
I can’t envision an investment more 
important to our democracy than 
an infrastructure that ensures our 
elections remain tethered to the im-
portant principle of “one person, one 
vote.”
  Today, I’m calling upon Congress 

to fulfill their commitment to this 
value.
  In 2002, Congress passed the 

“Help America Vote Act” (HAVA) to 
help states improve election systems 
and practices. Under the act, Con-
gress committed $3.9 billion to states 
for these efforts. However, today, 15 
years later, Congress still has yet to 
provide $396 million of that funding. 
If members of Congress are serious 
about ensuring that our elections, 
the bedrock of this country’s de-
mocracy, remain protected from the 
electronic interference of those who 
would wish to do harm, it is impera-
tive that they provide states with the 
remaining $396 million due under 
the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

  As existing election infrastructure 
ages, election officials are under in-
creasing pressure to modernize and 
innovate in order to ensure that elec-
tions continue to be administered in 
a secure and efficient manner. These 
efforts have become even more im-
portant as election officials work to 
counter a new generation of cyber 
security threats to election systems. 
As I, and my colleagues around the 
country, work to update and main-
tain aging election systems, we’re 
calling upon Congress to assist us in 
this critical effort by providing states 
with the remaining funding under 
HAVA.
  This investment will not solve all 

of the challenges we election officials 
face, but it will help states, includ-
ing Vermont, enhance the efficiency 
and security of elections through the 
purchase of new voting systems, the 
implementation of additional Cyber-
security tools, and the hiring of IT 
professionals.
  My call to action for Congress 

doesn’t stop with the release of re-
maining HAVA money. In addition, 
Congress should also be actively 
considering a “HAVA II” to support 
the work my colleagues and I are do-
ing to protect our elections from in-
terference by bad actors.
  While the remaining $396 million 

dollars under HAVA will help in as-
sisting states in overcoming this new 
generation of threats to our elections 

systems, more funding beyond 
that amount will be required to 
meaningfully bring our country’s 
elections systems up-to-date.
  I would invite any member of 

Congress who does not believe 
that prioritizing the integrity and 
security of our elections is worth-
while to have an honest conver-
sation with me and with the bi-
partisan group of election officials 
from around the country who are 
calling for this much-needed in-
vestment. This is about the very 
core of our democracy, and how 
their actions strengthen or weaken 
our ability to carry out those fun-
damental democratic principles.
  Every day I strive to ensure that 

elections are administered in a se-
cure manner, whether it’s protect-
ing voter registration data from 
Cybersecurity threats, or ensur-
ing that votes cast are protected 
from tampering or manipulation. 
As election officials work to ful-
fill this commitment to improve 
voter confidence, Congress must 
fulfill its commitment to states by 
fully funding HAVA now, and by 
ensuring that there will be further 
investment in the security of our 
elections in the future to keep us 
ahead of the evolving threats in 
the digital age.
  Only by doing so can we main-

tain the public’s confidence in our 
elections, and in democracy itself. 
The stakes could not be higher, 
and Congress must step up.

  Article written by Vermont Sec-
retary of State Jim Condos.

  A recent announcement from 
the Vermont Public Interest Re-
search Group (VPIRG) brought 
back vivid memories of a long- 
forgotten legislative episode of 25 
years ago.
  The announcement came two 

weeks ago in a webinar sponsored 
by VPIRG and its ally the Ver-
mont Natural Resource Council. 
The purpose of the webinar was to 
build support for their most recent 
plan to lay millions of dollars of 
new taxes on gasoline, diesel, pro-
pane, natural gas, and heating oil, 
some of which would, the advo-
cates said, be returned to everyone 
through lower electric rates and 
assorted rebates (The ESSEX Plan).
  An economically literate viewer 

asked this incisive question: “If 
these new carbon tax revenues are 
used to reduce electric rates, won’t 
that give people less of an incentive 
to buy energy efficient appliances?” 
Ben Walsh of VPIRG, presumably 
aware that VPIRG has for years 
pushed for legislation to ban in-
sufficiently efficient appliances, re-
plied “It is something that VPIRG 
is going to be working on this com-
ing legislative session, [to] go be-
yond what the federal government 
does… We think there are some 
really exciting opportunities for 
Vermont to keep inefficient appli-
ances off store shelves and protect 
Vermont consumers from those 
added energy costs.”
  VPIRG has always found it excit-

ing to levy new taxes and prohibit 
Vermonters from buying prod-
ucts that don’t meet VPIRG’s idea 
of what’s good for them and the 
planet. Let’s roll back the calendar 
to 1991.
  S.109 was a mostly non-contro-

versial bill to encourage least cost 
energy planning within state gov-
ernment. But among its many pro-
visions were VPIRG-backed pro-
hibitions on insufficiently efficient 
showerheads and light bulbs. The 
bill went to the Natural Resources 
and Energy Committee, on which 
I served, and in whose small com-
mittee room the VPIRG lobbyist 
had a designated seat from which 
she regularly slipped instructions 

to her two most dependable allies.
  I was able to persuade three of the 

other five members that Vermonters 
would not take kindly to its legislature 
sending snoops into their showers in 
search of contraband shower heads 
installed by rogue plumbers, or tell-
ing them which light bulbs they could 
or could not buy. Those provisions 
were discarded. The VPIRG lobbyist, 
and her allies, were crestfallen.
  The Senate easily passed the 

amended bill. The House sat on it for 
a year. Then late in the session it was 
brought to the floor, where VPIRG’s 
allies persuaded a majority to add a 
ban on disapproved fluorescent bulbs.
  The amendment provided that 

unless the Federal government pre-
empted the light bulb business by 
1995, the Public Service Department 
would develop rules defining which 
fluorescent bulbs could be sold, of-
fered for sale, imported, or installed 
in Vermont. A government bulb in-
spector would sniff out violations 
and notify the attorney general. That 
official would send a lawyer to Supe-
rior Court to request an injunction to 
force the offender to desist. Violating 
the injunction would bring a fine of 
$50, possibly for each day in viola-
tion.
  The House version reappeared 

in the Senate on the hectic final day 
of the 1992 session. I 
moved to delete the 
light bulb section. I 
pointed out that the 
state then had the high-
est tax rates in its his-
tory (enacted in 1991), 
Vermonters didn’t need 
their state government 
to enforce VPIRG’s 
product choices, no-
body but VPIRG 
wanted to send a PSD 
bulb inspector to roam 
about the state digging 
up violations, the attor-
ney general had many 
more pressing things 
to do than going to the 
backlogged Superior 
Courts to get fluores-
cent bulb injunctions. 
In sum, the whole 
scheme was, to use my 

memorable summarization, “wacko.”
  In spite of this titanic oration - or 

possibly because of it - my amend-
ment was voted down 23-6. Ten of 
the 15 Republicans voted to reject it, 
along with all but one of the Demo-
crats. Gov. Dean signed the bill, prob-
ably because the rest of the bill was 
non-controversial and indeed useful.
  What came of it? The Federal gov-

ernment got into the light bulb regu-
lation business. Gov. Dean decided 
the authority wasn’t worth using, and 
it was never activated – but it’s still on 
the statute books.
  Why recount this now? Because, 

in addition to its eternal campaign to 
saddle Vermonters with an enormous 
carbon tax, VPIRG is back pushing 
for the same prohibition scheme all 
over again, this time vowing to get 
“inefficient home appliances off the 
store shelves.”
  VPIRG will never give up trying to 

get legislative majorities to tax, man-
date, prohibit, spend, regulate, and 
penalize the people of this state until 
its every imaginable goal is achieved 
– and that imagination has no limit.

  Article is written by John Mc-
Claughry. McClaughry is vice presi-
dent of the Ethan Allen Institute. For 
more information, go to www.etha-
nallen.org.
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Dennis K. 
Allen, 55, passed away on Tuesday 
evening Dec. 19, 2017 at his home 
in Reading surrounded by his lov-
ing family. He was born Aug. 7, 1962 
in Springfield, Vt. the son of Palmer 
and Lena (Cook) Allen. He gradu-
ated from Woodstock High School 
class of 1980.
  On July 8, 1995, he married Su-

san Wilkins at the Stone Church in 
Reading, Vt. Allen was employed 
as a road technician with Nortrax 
Equipment in Springfield, Vt. He 
also owned and operated Allen 
Welding and Repair. Allen was well 
known for his welding and fabrica-
tion skills and his work ethic. He was 
a hard worker who gave 100 percent 
to everything he did in life, and was 
always willing to help someone in 
need.
  He was the founder and presi-

dent of the Reading Rats ATV Club 
and president of the Little Ascutney 
Snowmobile Club. He also served 
on the Vast and Vasa board of direc-
tors over the years. He enjoyed be-
ing outdoors, riding snowmobiles 

and ATVs. He enjoyed bike riding, 
flying kites, and spending time at the 
beach. He enjoyed the Reading Old 
Home Days and was well known for 
the floats he built for the parades.
  He is survived by his wife Susan 

of Reading, daughter Kate Allen and 
her husband Curt of Reading, grand-
son Brody, brother Floyd Allen of 
Reading, and two sisters – Dorothy 
Allen and her husband Chuck and 
Janet Allen all of Reading. He is also 
survived by three nephews Christo-
pher, Shane, and Palmer, and many 
cousins and friends.
  He was predeceased by his parents 

one brother Harry Allen.
  A memorial service was held on 

Wednesday Dec. 27, 2017 at the 
Stone Church in Reading, Vt. Rev-
erend William Sheldon officiated. 
Burial followed in the New Amsden 
Cemetery.
  Contributions may be made in 

his memory to the Little Ascutney 
Snowmobile Club, 2293 Kingdom 
Road in Ludlow, VT 05149 or to the 
Reading Rats ATV Club P.O. Box 98, 
N. Springfield, VT 05150.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Dorothy 
“Dot” M. Eastman, 75, passed away 
on Thursday morning Dec. 14, 2017 
at her home in Springfield, Vt.  She 
was born March 23, 1942 in Charles-
town, N.H. the daughter of Henry 
Sr. and Bertha (McGowen) Benware. 
She attended Springfield schools. On 
June 3, 1978, she married Raymond 
A. Eastman. He predeceased her on 
Nov. 18, 1996.
  Eastman lived in Vergennes for 

many years and worked at Sim-
monds Precision. She moved back 
to Springfield in 1983 where she has 
resided since. Eastman loved bingo 
and yard sales. She enjoyed dancing, 
crocheting, needlepoint, hunting 
and fishing, and loved to cook.
  She is survived by one son Patrick 

Tyrrell of Hartland, one stepson Bill 
Eastman of Springfield, one sister 
Gertrude Andrew of Springfield, two 
brothers Henry Benware of Chester 
and William Knight of Springfield, 
one grandson Dakota Tyrrell, and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
  She was predeceased by her par-

ents, one son Shawn, two daughters 
Bobbie Ray and Alicia, one brother 
Edward Knight, and by four grand-
children.
  A graveside service was held on 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 2017 at the Oak-
land Cemetery in Springfield, Vt., 
officiated by Reverend George Kee-
ler.
  Arrangements are under the di-

rection of the Davis Memorial Cha-
pel in Springfield, Vt.

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5.
Sunday school at 10 a.m. Morning service at 11 a.m. Evening service at 
6 p.m. Prayer meeting on Wednesday at 7 p.m. Call 802-546-4902 or 
www.bowbaptist.com.

Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. Morning service at 11 a.m. Afternoon service 
at 2 p.m. Wednesday at 7 p.m. Sanctuary handicap accessible. Visit: 
obbcvt.org. 

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Retreat Center, Currier Hall, 12 Church St. 
Celtic worship service at  7:30 p.m. on Thursdays. 

Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St. 
Holy Eucharist Services are offered at 8 a.m. (quiet service) and 10 a.m. 
(with music) every Sunday. Immanuel Church is handicap accessible. 

Faith Christian Church, 582 Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Matt and Brenda Farkas welcome all to come and enjoy their 
services. Sunday worship music & song at 10 a.m. Children’s Church (3-7 
years) at 10:30 a.m. 802-591-1350. www.Sapatv.org  -  “Doing Life.” 
www.fact8.com - “Say What!” 

BELMONT, VT.
The Village Church, 35 Church St.
The Sunday service and children’s church is at 9:30 a.m. Contact 802-
259-2440; vbch.weebly.com/

CAVENDISH-PROCTORSVILLE, VT.
Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St. 
Sundays at 10 a.m. More at CavendishBaptist.com or call 802-226-7131

Holy Name of Mary Catholic Church, Main St.
Sunday Mass at 9:30 a.m. Call 802-228-3451

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, Route 12A River Rd. 
Sunday worship begins at 9 a.m. Church is handicap accessible. Contact 
603-826-0381.

CHESTER, VT.
St. Joseph’s Church, 96 S. Main St.
Mass at 4 p.m. on Saturday and Thursday at 9 a.m. Confession from 3 – 
3:30 p.m.

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main Street. 
Sunday service at 8 a.m. Service with music, Sunday School, and nursery 
care available at 10 a.m. Wednesday morning prayer at 9:40 a.m. 
Website www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org or call 802-875-6000.

First Universalist Parish of Chester, Rte. 103. 211 North St. 
On Sunday, Dec. 31, there will be a vespers service at 4 p.m. Julane 
Deener will lead an interfaith choral group from surrounding communities 
in songs of hope and peace. Poetry and hymns will alternate with 
readings. Valerie Linck will be the pianist. A social gathering for 
refreshments and conversation in the social hall will follow. Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. between Sept. and June. More at www.chestervtuu.org or 802-
875-3257. 

Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Sunday school at 9 a.m. for children and adults of all ages, it’s a time to 
learn from and discuss the Bible. Sunday service at 10:30 a.m. Childcare 

is provided for toddlers through pre-school. Youth group meets at 1 p.m. 
and prayer meeting at 6 p.m. Parking is on the street or in the lot at the 
rear of the building. Wheelchair accessible. Call 802-875-2638. www.
cheserbaptist.org. 

CLAREMONT, N.H.
Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St. 
Saturdays at 6 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 603-542-6273; frandrew@
tregubovstudios.com; hroc.org.

GRAFTON, VT.
The Grafton Church (UCC and ABC), 55 Main St. 
Worship begins at 10 a.m. All are welcome!

LONDONDERRY, VT.
St. Joseph Chapel, High St. 
Mass on Saturday at 6 p.m.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and High St. 
Mass on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. Sundays at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. Call 802-
228-3451

The United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 Pleasant St. 
Sundays starting at 10:15 a.m. followed by a time of fellowship and coffee 
hour. Call 802-228-4211 or email unitedchurch@tds.net. Visit us online at 
www.unitedchurch.us 

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St. 
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. Music Ministry Fellowship at 10:30 a.m. 
Morning service at 11 a.m. Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m. Prayer meeting 
on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. More information can be found at www.
ludlowbaptist.org or by Pastor Jerry Scheumann calling 802-228-7600.

PERKINSVILLE, VT. 
Perkinsville Community Church, 35 Church St. 
All are welcome. Call 802-263-9539.

PLYMOUTH, VT.
Tyson Congregational Church, Corner of Rt. 100 and Dublin Rd. 
Worship begins at 10:30 on Sundays. 802-228-5114. All are welcome!

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Church of Christ, Route 11, Chester Rd. 
Sunday school starts at 10 a.m. Worship service at 11 a.m. Wednesday 
Devotional is at 6:30 p.m. Enter through the back downstairs door. Check 
out the Facebook page: Springfield Church of Christ.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Vespers on Saturdays at 5 p.m. and Liturgy on Sunday at 9:30 a.m. For 
more information, call 802-885-2615 or go to www.htocvt.org. 

North Springfield Baptist Church, 69 Main St. 
Adult Bible study on Sundays at 9 a.m. before the worship service at 10 
a.m., followed by fellowship and coffee hour. All are welcome to join us. 
Call 802-886-8107, email nssbc@vermontel.net or go to www.nsbcvt.org 

for additional information and directions. 

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Route 106
Adult Bible Study on Sundays from 9 -9:45 a.m. Services start at 10 a.m. 
Located right next to Cota & Cota.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.
Sunday school at 10 a.m. Sunday service begins at 11 a.m. Sunday 
evening service at 6 p.m. Wednesday Bible study for all ages at 6 p.m. 
The church also has a bus to pick up children for Sunday school. Call 
anytime during the week to schedule a pick up. Call 802-885-4261.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St. 
Sunday Masses at 9 a.m. and 6 p.m., Tuesday at 7 p.m. followed by 
Eucharistic Adoration. Thursday and Friday at 9 a.m. Confession on 
Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Contact the rectory at 802-885-3400.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd. 
On Sunday, Dec. 31, Sunday’s service at 10 a.m. is “Fire Ceremony,” with 
JoAnn Gaffron-Hargrove. It is not often that our Fire Ceremony actually 
coincides with New Year’s Eve. This is a wonderful opportunity to prepare 
ourselves for the coming year. During the Fire Ceremony, each of us will 
reflect on the past year and let go of regrets and pain by writing these on 
bit of paper and burning them away in the burning bowl. We will then 
write down our hopes, expectations and intentions for the New Year. These 
will be sealed in self-addressed envelopes and mailed back to you near the 
end of the next year. All welcome! www.uuspringfieldvt.org or call 802-
885-3327.

WALPOLE, N.H.
St. John’s Church, corner of Westminster and Elm St. 
Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. Services begin at 10 a.m., followed by coffee 
hour. For more information about Art After School program, our outreach 
efforts, call 603-756-4533.

First Congregational Church of Walpole / United Church of Christ, 
15 Washington Sq. 
Sunday school at 10 a.m. with coffee hour at 11 a.m. Wheelchair 
accessible with ramps and elevator. Call 603-756-4075 or email 
walpolechurch@yahoo.com.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begin at 10 a.m. Minister is Rev. Elaine Bomford who will 
be present twice a month. The first Sunday of each month is Family First 
Sunday with breakfast and spiritual activities for the while family. Check 
www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org. 

WESTMINSTER, VT.
Christian Family Circle Chapel, 1512 Back Westminster Rd.  
Sunday song service begins at 10 a.m., Sunday school at 10:30 a.m. 
Fellowship lunch on first Sunday of each month. Non-denominational. Visit 
www.christianfamilycirclechurch.com and like us on Facebook. 

WEST WINDSOR, VT.
Brownsville Community United Methodist Church, 66 Brownsville-
Hartland Rd. 
Sunday worship 9:30 a.m. followed by fellowship and refreshments. 
Nursery care provided during church service for children 5 years and 
younger. ADA accessible. Call 802-484-5944, email bcchurchvt@gmail.
com, or go to www.brownsvilleumc-vt.org.
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SPRINGFIELD FAMILY DENTAL • Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 17 Old Chester Road • Springfield, VT • 802-885-4581
3 STONE DENTAL • Aman Syed DDS, Samson Nadar DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 367 Washington Street • Unit 3 Claremont, NH • 603-542-3225 

LEBANON DENTAL CENTRE  • Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 31 Old Etna Road Suite • Lebanon, NH • 603-448-2100

*Cannot be combined with any other promotion or insurance.
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nAUTUMN SAVINGS!

• Single Implant
• Set of Dentures  
  (Premium Dentures Only)
• Over Denture
• or Set of 4 
   Mini-Implants

$500OFF

We Offer: 
• State of the Art Technologies, 

comprehensive dental treatment. 

• From sealants to full mouth reconstruction.

• Including all services, extractions, dental 
implants, mini implants, molar RCT, 
crowns, bridges, gum treatment, Clear 
Correct braces, dentures, overdentures. 

• Comfortable, pleasant atmosphere 
we cater to our patients!

• Now Offering FASTBRACES®! 
Unlike typical braces, which 
measure corrections in terms of 
years, Fastbraces® Technologies 
typically help move teeth into 
position within weeks to months!

131 STRONGS AVE | RUTLAND, VT

802-775-2552
www.emporiumvt.com

Humidified Premium Cigars
Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha
Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes
Vaporizers & Concentrates

Smoking Accessories

(802)775-2552•www.evapesvt.com
Located at the Emporium Smoke Shop

E-CIGS•VAPORIZERS•E-HOOKAHS
E-PIPES•E-CIGARS•E-LIQUIDES

12 
MONTH 
INTEREST-

FREE 
FINANCING

FREE
60-DAY

LAYAWAY Family Owned and Operated for 97 Years
North Walpole, NH • Mon-Sat 8:30-5•Sun 12-4 • 603-445-5321 • MATTRESS HOTLINE 1-800-642-4675

   
  

     
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

Maddox Leather Reclining
3 Colors

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

Otter
Cedar Creek

Excludes La-Z-Boy

by

Over 300 Recliners & 250 Sofas & Loveseats In Stock!

Collage
Rocker Recliner

$341

JANUARY CLEARANCE

Matching Recliner $497

Conen Reclining

             Brise 
SOFA CHAISE Slate

Save $200 OFF ANY SOFA
$150 OFF ANY LOVESEAT

OPEN
New Year’s 
Day 10-4

             Darcy 
6 Colors

$529
-$200

$329

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$459
-$150

$309

             Julson 
3 Colors

$589
-$200

$389

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$519
-$150

$369

             Bizzy 
Smoke

$649
-$200

$449

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$579
-$150

$429

$769
-$200

$569

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$699
-$150

$549

        7081 
Navy

$659
-$200

$459

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$589
-$150

$439

        6485 
Slate or Truffle

$629
-$200

$429

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$559
-$150

$409

$1229
-$200

$1029

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$1149
-$150

$999

Matching Recliner $447

$1069
-$200

$869

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$979
-$150

$829

Matching Recliner $427

$999
-$200
$799

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$929
-$150

$779

Everlasting Reclining
5 Colors

             Acieona 
Reclining Slate

SOFA OR CONSOLE

LOVESEAT 
$939
-$200
$739

             Toletta 
Reclining Chocolate

$929
-$200
$729

SOFA LOVESEAT 
$859
-$150

$709

$739
-$200

$539

Rachel
SOFA  Green  Reg. $999

NOW $500

While They Last!

50% OFF

10% OFF ALL
INCLUDES

SPECIAL ORDERS

Jay
Rocker Recliner

$458

Amy Stationary

SOFA 
$593

LOVE 
$575

Kennedy

Stationary SOFA or
APARTMENT SOFA

$665

Hayes Reclining

SOFA OR CONSOLE LOVESEAT
$799

LOVESEAT  
$773

Jay Reclining

SOFA OR CONSOLE LOVESEAT
$890

LOVESEAT  
$863

LARGEST SELECTION • LOWEST PRICES

Hattie
POWER RECLINER

Pewter Reg. $999 

NOW $500

Odon
RECLINING SOFA

Brown  Reg. $1299

NOW $650

Everett
POWER RECLINING SOFA Stone 

Reg. $1449 NOW $725

Rachel
QUEEN SLEEPER 

Brown Sugar  Reg. $1499

NOW $750

Millport
LEATHER SOFA Chocolate 

Reg. $1299

NOW $650

Grayson
POWER RECLINER

Denim Reg. $999 

NOW $500

POWER LIFT
RECLINERS

OVER 85 IN STOCK
STARTING AT $577

LARGEST SELECTION IN NEW ENGLAND

Wall Huggers-Massage & Heat-Full Sleepers
Zero Gravity-Adjustable Headrest-Fabric & Leather

WE DELIVER • WE SET UP • WE SERVICE

SPECIAL
PURCHASE
Ultra Comfort UC480

Retail $1259

NOW $647
While They Last
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BY BILL MURPHY

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - At a recent 
meet in Granville, N.Y., the Spring-
field, Vt. varsity wrestlers showed 
their mettle as they placed 7th in a 
roster of 15 teams, behind only one 
other Vermont team. Senior Mason 
Olney took home the first place tro-
phy in the 195 lb. weight class, with 
third place awards going to seniors 
Matt LaChapelle and Lucas Saunders. 
Senior Peter Berlenbach 
placed 4th in his weight 
class. Senior Jayson Web-
ster wrestled hard to a vic-
tory in the heavy-weight 
division; and senior John 
Stafford Jr. (top seed at 220 
lbs) took a hard fall in his 
first match and was out 
with a shoulder injury for 
the rest of the event.
  With another wrestler 

out sick, the team was not 
at full strength, but coach-
es Don Beebe and Floyd 

Buck are eager to have all grapplers 
on deck going forward.
  On Dec. 13, Springfield hosted 

wrestlers from Fair Haven at a home 
dual meet held at Park Street School. 
The excitement was palpable in the 
gym as the spotlight kicked on and 
the 14 junior high and high school 
wrestlers of the Springfield, Vt. team 
jogged in a circle in the center of the 

mat. Music pulsed through the audi-
ence as the stands erupted in cheers 
and applause for the hard-working 
young people. Then the referee’s whis-
tle blew. Starting with junior high 
matches and rolling up through the 
high school seniors, every match was 
full of intensity and drive. Final score 
was Springfield over Fair Haven, 48 to 
12, with some truly top-notch wres-

tling from both teams.
  The team’s next home dual 

meet is Wednesday, Jan. 3 at 
Park Street School as Otter 
Valley varsity wrestlers come 
to toe the line on the mats. Ac-
tion should begin by 6 p.m., 
admission is free and open to 
the public.

  Article submitted by Kelly 
Stettner. Questions about the 
dual meet should be directed 
to k.stettner101@gmail.com 
or 802-738-0456.

Springfield wrestlers show their mettle 
against competitors

Springfield Varsity wrestling team at Granville.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BR girls basketball
Black River’s Em-
ily Perham headed 
down the court, hop-
ing to lead the Lady 
Presidents offense 
to another score. 
Black River played 
a close game with 
Twin Valley in the 
consolation game of 
the Green Mountain 
Holiday Tournament. 
Twin Valley pulled 
away 50-35 down 
the stretch. Paige 
Kelley and Perham 
led Black River in 
the scoring column 
in that contest with 8 
points each.

PHOTO BY 
DOUG MACPHEE

SHARE 
YOUR 
SPORTS
We do our best to publish 
any sports news from lo-
cal schools and sports 
teams. If you’d like to sub-
mit your own sports news 
or events to our paper, 
please do! 

Photos and press releases 
should be sent to Amanda 
at editor@VermontJour-
nal.com by Monday 12 
p.m. in order to get them 
into that week’s Wednes-
day publication. 

BY BILL MURPHY

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - They only 
open the bleachers on one side of 
the court for basketball games in 
both Bellows Falls and Springfield 
in recent years. It certainly isn’t 
like the old days. But a good-sized 
crowd turned out Friday, Dec. 15, 
2017 when the two schools met 
in a boys’ basketball game. There 
were a good number of students 
and a lot of noise directed at ev-
eryone’s favorites. The game was 
competitive, going back and forth 
with a few lead changes for most 
of the contest.
  In the end, the Bellows Falls 

Terriers came away the winners, 
54-41. The Terriers gained control 
of the game when their pressure 
defense bothered the Cosmos in 
the third period, and Coach Ryan 
Stoodley’s team ran off an 11-3 
streak. One of the biggest factors, 
which allowed Springfield to play 
in a lead changing game in the 
first half, was the offense provided 
by Sumner Jansen. Jansen led the 
team in scoring with 15 points, 
most of which happened in the 
first 16 minutes of the game.
  Cosmo coach, Mike Ruppel, 

had clearly stressed man-to-man 
defensive principles to his team 
since he took over the program. 
Although they continue to get 
better in that regard, Coach Rup-
pel hopes “they will tighten up 
those man principles to take away 
what other teams are trying to 
do.” 
  One defensive emphasis for the 

Cosmos defense was keeping Ter-
rier Shane Clark in check. On that 
point, Ruppel said, “I thought we 
did a good job containing him [to 
10 points], but we let Ryan Kelly 
[16 points] get a number of bas-
kets in transition.”
  “Both teams had their good 

moments,” Stoodley mentioned 
about the game, “but both coach-
es are still trying to figure out our 

personnel. And it should be a differ-
ent game next time we meet.” That 
game will be in the Terriers’ terri-
tory on Friday, Feb. 16, near the end 
of the season.
  At their opening game on Wednes-

day, Dec. 13, Stoodley’s Terrier team 
fell to Long Trail 57-47 in their home 
court. Clark had a superb opening 
night tossing in 20 points, while Kel-
ly’s 10 was supportive. Bellows Falls 
looked golden taking an 8-0 lead 
at the outset, but little by little they 
gave the lead away. Stoodley noted, 
“We kept turning the ball over and 
kept giving them easy points. Turn-
overs killed us.” 
  The same trend continued in the 

Terriers most recent game on Thurs-
day, Dec. 21 with a 47-40 defeat to 
Woodstock. “This was another back 
and forth game,” Stoodley offered, 
“but it was also another game we 
lost because we turned over the ball, 
giving them easy points. We have to 
start making better decisions with 
the basketball. We also had some 
foul troubles in this one.” 
  Bellows Falls is 1-2 on the season 

and will be heading across the Con-

necticut River on Wednesday, Jan. 3 
when they rival Fall Mountain. The 
Cosmos will also meet the Wildcats 
next week. Springfield will travel to 
Langdon on Saturday, Jan. 6 at 2:30 
p.m. 
  The Cosmos are presently 0-4. 

Springfield had opened their sea-
son on Friday, Dec. 8 by bowing to a 
strong Fair Haven team 82-47. They 
improved in the Bellows Falls game 
and then had troubles offensively in 
the Green Mountain Holiday Tour-
ney that took place Tuesday, Dec. 19. 
They only combined for 65 points in 
losses to Mount Saint Joseph (81-33) 
in the first round and to Twin Val-
ley (55-32) in the events consolation 
game. Dakota Bushey led the team is 
scoring in each game with 12 points. 
Noah Zierfus tossed in 10 points in 
the MSJ game.
  “We struggled with both teams’ 

pressure,” Ruppel explained. “That is 
an area we have to keep working on.” 
The Cosmo coach is focusing pres-
ently on this week’s practices as he 
said, “We play Randolph Saturday, 
and we will be working on getting 
better. I see that as a winnable game.”

  Another year is about to come to a close; and as each year passes by, 
all of us have established more of a baseline to look back on our lives 
and see how the journey has come. Whether one is looking at things lo-
cally or nationally, things never remain the same. The recent stretch of 
snowstorms made many of the older folks flashback to the way things 
use to be once upon a time. It also pleased outdoor winter enthusiasts, 
who received plenty of the white stuff to make play time more desirable.
  I have paid more attention to Sports Illustrated as the years have gone 

by. Not only does the magazine present a special way of taking an in-
depth look at the sports’ world in general, but it presents comparisons 
of generations gone by, which allows us to see from where we may have 
come in a number of ways.

  One feature of the year-end issue made me look at the direction my inter-
est has taken in each of the major sports, as well as others too. My thoughts 
went beyond that, to the depth of change locally. The magazine listed the 
sports figures who had passed away in 2017, but my thoughts went to how 
those who were part of the sports I had followed, had become part of my 
fabric.
  The saddest thing is I am not sure we do justice to those who came before 

this century nationally or locally. I have always been as guilty as anyone of 
focusing on the present myself for the most part. In this space, I often speak 
about how things use to be, however, I am not sure I pay enough attention, 
to the individuals who did what, way back then.
  The first athlete Sports Illustrated said farewell to was former quarter-

back, Y.A. Title. I am proud to say that I remember both his days with the 
New York Giants and the San Francisco 49’ers, despite the fact he died at 
the age of 90. You owe it to yourself to Google your way to the photo of him 
on his knees with blood running down his face, which brings one back to 
a different age of football. Even the equipment looked barbaric. However, 
there were many less known bad injuries back then than we see in the game 
today. Athletes have become bigger, faster, stronger, and this has brought 
even more injuries to the sport. The magazine also pointed out the grid loss 
of coaches Ara Parseghian and Frank Broyles, about the same age, who to 
me came from a much more stable age of leadership. Or was it, that the ills 
of the game were just not exposed back then?
  Then again, one of the basketball notables who passed was Connie 

Hawkins, who either was exposed prematurely or is an example of how 
the good old days were really not so good. Hawkins was suspended from 
his sport for a number of years because he was implicated in a college bas-
ketball point shaving scandal. Supposedly, his team didn’t actually have to 

lose the game. They just needed not to win by much. His absence from 
the sport for a number of years was really sad if he didn’t actually take 
part. He was a high level special talent, similar possibly to Dr. J and M.J. 
before they came along. He missed a half dozen seasons at the begin-
ning of his career. 
  Obviously Roy Halladay was the biggest baseball name that passed, 

but the likes of Don Baylor, Lee May, Bobby Doerr, Jimmy Piersall, and 
Darren Daulton were all significant for one reason or another. I think 
of Halladay’s life cut short and think of how lucky we are to live each 
and every day. Baylor makes me think of how important the qualities of 
talent and leadership combined are to sports in general. Just imagine, 
Baylor was such a team player, he was almost as happy to get hit by a 
pitch as to get a hit. 
  I met Piersall in the old Super Duper store in Bellows Falls. Ballplay-

ers worked in the off-season back then, and his job was as a promotions 
area manager for Cains mayonnaise. Piersall signed autographs if you 
bought the product. I was able to get many autographs because several 
relatives bought the product. I stayed outside the store and kept going 
in when each of them came.
  Piersall was a very respectable baseball player, who became the face 

of mental illness for many, at a time when the world was not so tolerant 
of such a condition. People were mocked and called crazy, and Piersall 
battled his demons successfully at a time when those of his nature were 
severely misunderstood. I sit here today wishing I could have spent time 
talking with this very courageous man.
  2017 is almost gone, and the sports’ world is just one way of looking 

back and seeing how the world at-large intersects. Here’s hoping you 
and yours have a healthy, happy prosperous 2018.

Long time Terriers and Cosmos 
rivalry lives on

Springfield’s Dre Jackson attacks the 
hoop in the recent Green Mountain 
Holiday Basketball Tournament. Jack-
son is one of the Cosmos who are 
headed to Randolph this Saturday for 
a 2:30 p.m. encounter in pursuit of 
their season’s first win.

PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE

Bellows Falls’ Ryan Kelly going up 
for two points in the Terriers victory 
over Springfield. Kelly had a number 
of transition baskets in the win over 
the Cosmos and has led the Terriers 
in scoring in two of their three games 
thus far.

PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE

BY BILL MURPHY

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

CHESTER, Vt. - Green Mountain 
hosted yet another yuletide get to-
gether. This year the home school 
won three of a possible four games 
as the Chieftain Girls captured their 
hometown title. Meanwhile, the 
boys’ team was the runner-up in the 
2017 competition.
  Terry Farrell does not have one 

senior on his Lady Chieftain roster, 
but his squad is hoping to extend 
their early season strong start of 3-1 
to a fourth straight victory, when 
they host Black River Thursday eve-
ning at 7 p.m.
  “There is no question we have a 

talented team,” Farrell told me. “But 
if we want to be what we can be, we 
need to get better. Our offense needs 
to pick it up, and then we need to do 
something about our Achilles heel. 
We foul too much. There has not 
been a game yet that there haven’t 
been a number of starters sitting 
next to me for too much of the game 
instead of being on the floor. We 
have to stop playing like that.”
  These Lady Chieftains are 3-1 

with their lone loss coming to 
Windsor in the opener that took 
place on Friday, Dec. 15. The team’s 
wins (36-9 over Twin Valley and 
33-24 over Mount Saint Joseph) 
in the tournament came despite 
those early season problems. Green 
Mountain bounded out in front 
16-2 versus Twin Valley and had a 
23-14 advantage over Mount Saint 
Joseph by halftime, before the two 
teams equally split 20 points in the 
second half.
  Paige Karl was the top point pro-

ducer for the winners in the tri-
umph over the Wildcats with 13. 
Anne Lamson contributed 8. Far-
rell mentioned the ladies “were 
not as athletic as they have been,” 
in regards to his teams’ big win in 
the tourney title game. The second 
half was a relatively strange one 
with that 10-10 breakdown, which 

displayed good defense, but 
ugly offense. Lamson tallied 
13 in the Twin Valley victory 
with Maya Lewis adding 8.
  Brian Rapanotti’s boys’ 

team was able to squeak by 
Twin Valley in the first round 
of the boys tourney 43-41 but 
were no match for Mount 
Saint Joseph in the final. 
“We’ve had pretty balanced 
scoring, but we were not able 
to stay with MSJ. They were 
quick, gave us good pres-
sure, and jumped ahead 27-9 
in the first period. They shot 
threes well, and we turned 
the ball over again. I think 
we had something like 40 
turnovers in the Twin Valley 
game. That is a real problem 
for us right now,” Rapanotti 
said.
  The Twin Valley game was 

close throughout, and Ryan 
McSally led the balanced at-
tack in that one with 10, fol-
lowed closely by Brooks Ord-
way-Smith with 9 and James 
Anderson, who contributed 
8. McSally’s 16 was the top 
number versus MSJ, while 
Ordway-Smith added 11.
  Rapanotti’s team had 

opened their season on Sat-
urday, Dec. 16 by turning 
back an improved Black 
River team 68-47. Keegan 
Ewald’s 16 paced the of-
fensive effort in that one in 
a match-up which saw the 
Chieftains lead after one 
quarter 20-14 and extend the 
numbers to 33-23 at the half 
and continue to pull away. 
Chase and Brooks Ordway-
Smith both had 10 points 
in that game as did McSally 
and Anderson. Evan Church 
threw in another 9.
  The Chieftain boys (2-1) 

will open the new calendar 
year with a challenging game at 
Proctor on Wednesday, Jan. 3.

Green Mountain teams 
fare well in their holiday 
tournament

The Green Mountain Lady Chieftains won 
the 2017 Green Mountain Holiday Basket-
ball Tournament by defeating Mount Saint 
Joseph in the title game. Rachel Guerra 
was a prime performer for the team.

PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE

The Green Mountain Chieftains are off to a 
2-1 start this basketball season. They have 
featured a balanced scoring attack, includ-
ing the contributions of Chase Ordway-
Smith.

PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE
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arts & entertainment

(O) 802-297-7680

1 Gables Place, Rutland, VT
www.thegablesvt.com

157 Heritage Hill Place, Rutland, VT
www.themeadowsvt.com

Independent and Assisted Living

For info or to tour our “2017 Best of the Best” senior community,  

call Randi Cohn at 802-770-5275 or visit us online.

Your 2018 New Year’s Resolution...o

Explore a more worry-free life

Dining • Housekeeping • Transportation • Maintenance •  
Pet Friendly • Health Services and much more

(802) 463-9944
4 Transport Park, Rockingham, VT

PROPANE! PROPANE! PROPANE!
Free Tank Installation!

No Tank Rental Fee!

Cooking Only: $3.15/gal

Hot Water & Cooking and/or Dryer: $2.89/gal

500-1000 Gallons Annual Use: $2.50/gal

1000-1500 Gallons Annual Use: $2.43/gal

1500-2000 Gallons Annual Use: $1.99/gal

Over 2000 Gallons Annual Use: Call for Price

   
  

  

Luminette® Privacy Sheers
Silhouette® Window Shadings

Retail Store | 802-228-4581 | 122 Main St, Ludlow, VT 

Design Center | 802-228-2075 | 72A Pond St, Ludlow, VT

Ring in the New Year

in Style with Hunter Douglas

at Chrisandra’s Interiors

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. - Love - 
and murder - will be in the air this 
February at the town hall in Charles-
town, N.H. River Theater Company 
and the Charlestown Rotary are 
teaming up to present “Poetry to Die 
For,” a Valentine’s Day themed mur-
der mystery dinner. Open auditions 
will be held Saturday, Jan. 6 and Jan. 
13 from 3-5 p.m. at the Town Hall 
Theater, behind Ralph’s Market on 
Main Street in Charlestown. Perfor-
mances of “Poetry to Die for” are 
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 23 and 24.
  The murder mystery will feature 

a minimum of seven women and 
five men in brief comedic scripted 
scenes with lots of improv. Adults of 

all ages and types are welcome to au-
dition, and no preparation is neces-
sary. Casting is flexible and the num-
ber of actors can be expanded. Sam 
Maskell, the director, has previously 
directed several murder mystery 
dinners including “Murder at Hart-
ness House” that she wrote, as well 
as a variety of other local area pro-
ductions including “Love Letters,” 
“The Vagina Monologues,” and most 
recently “Elegies for Angles, Punks, 
and Raging Queens,” an AIDS ben-
efit at the Latchis Theater in 2016.
  For more information, please 

email info@rivertheater.org, or visit 
our River Theater Company Charles-
town Facebook page.

River Theater Company auditions for 
Murder Mystery Dinner Theater

“Poetry to Die for” is a murder mystery dinner you’ll want to be part of.
STOCK PHOTO

CHESTER, Vt. - On Saturday, 
Jan. 6 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Joan Reid will be presenting 
a workshop on how to access 
your own “inner knowing” at 
Dream Barn Hollow, in Ches-
ter, Vt.
  Joan Reid, an artist and art 

teacher for over 35 years, cur-
rently teaches drawing and oil 
painting in her studio at the Shirt 
Factory in Glens Falls, using a 
variety of art mediums and tech-
niques. Her work has been ex-
hibited in numerous galleries in 
the Northeast in both group and 
solo shows. Additionally, Reid 
has a holistic healing practice 
where she helps people balance 
their lives through hypnotherapy, 
Reiki, Hawaiian energetics, and 

workshops in meditation, mindful-
ness, and relaxation.
  By combining her love of creating 

art and understanding of alternative 
healing modalities, Reid’s workshop 
will assist you in opening a window 
to your own creative possibilities 
and understanding.
  Interested? Space is limited so 

register by calling 802-875-1717 or 
emailing dreambarnhallow@gmail.
com. This workshop is brought to 
you by SPACE, Inc. a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization.

Empower yourself 
in 2018

Empower yourself. 
STOCK PHOTO

LONDONDERRY, Vt. - Want to 
diminish stress and anxiety? Inter-
ested in gaining a deeper under-
standing of yourself and others? 
Join Kristin Beavor and Cindy Go-
gan on Tuesday, Jan. 2 at 5:30 p.m. 
at Neighborhood Connections as 
the mother-daughter yogis explain 
the Lotus Connection, which is the 
name of their 8-week series sched-
uled to begin the following day at 
Mountain CommUnity Yoga - lo-
cated above People’s Bank in the 
Mountain Marketplace.
  Before the series starts, come 

learn all about it. The pair will ex-
plain how each class focuses on a 

specific energy center - or chakra - 
to facilitate life balance. The 8-week 
series takes you deeper into chakra 
work – integrating aromatherapy, 
color vibration, meditation, yoga, 
movement, and bodywork. You 
will learn and use chakra-balancing 
practices, which can empower you 
to live a more joyful and purpose-
ful life.
  This introduction to the Lotus 

Connection is offered at no charge, 
but please call 802-824-4343 to reg-
ister to attend. Neighborhood Con-
nections is located in Londonder-
ry’s Mountain Marketplace, next to 
the post office.

Find out how much 
snow is on the slopes!

www.VermontJournal.com

Plug into the Lotus 
Connection

Learn about the Lotus Connection at Neighborhood Connections.
STOCK PHOTO

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage Arts 
Project and Twilight Music presents 

Tony Trischka, and his band Ter-
ritory, and the Stockwell Brothers 
Band on Saturday, Jan. 20 at 7:30 
p.m. 
  In a consistently adventurous mu-

sical career that spans nearly half a 
century, Tony Trischka has estab-
lished himself as one of America’s 
foremost visionaries of the five-
string banjo and perhaps the most 
influential banjo player in the roots 
music world. Widely regarded as 
the most innovative banjoist of his 
generation, Trishka’s dexterity and 
restless creative spirit have inspired 
generations of fans and acoustic 
musicians.
  Bruce, Barry, Alan, and Kelly 

Stockwell’s music spans traditional 
and progressive styles, but their 
trademark acoustic sound fea-
tures new singer/songwriter mate-
rial recast with banjo, alternative 
rhythms and three-part harmonies. 
They cover straight ahead bluegrass 
songs, finger picked acoustic guitar 
ballads, full tilt breakdowns and tra-
ditional mandolin tunes mixed in 
with more unusual fare - Americana 
melodies riding world beat grooves 
and Celtic, jazzy, even neo-classical 
instrumentals.
  Next Stage is located at 15 Kim-

ball Hill in downtown Putney, Vt. 
For information, call 802-387-0102. 
Advance tickets are available at 
www.nextstagearts.org, Turn It Up 
in Brattleboro, and Putney Food 
Co-Op in Putney. For more infor-
mation, visit www.tonytrischka.
com, www.stockwellbrothers.com, 
or www.twilightmusic.org.

Band performances at 
Next Stage 
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arts & entertainment

802-875-7400
www.103artisansmarketplace.com

Route 103 & 7 Pine View Road, Chester, VT 05143
Closed Dec. 25 & 26

Open Dec. 27 - 31 10 am - 5 pm

Like Us

on Facebook!

103 Artisans Marketplace
Thank you to our loyal customers for being 

part of our first 10 years in business! We look 

forward to seeing you in 2018!

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpick. We’re the 
first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

An Ever-Changing Abundance of  

Art and Fine Craft

Featuring over 150 artists, the perfect place 

to find that unique gift for the artful home and 
garden. Home of the Silver Spoon Studio, 
where vintage silverware becomes unique 
sculpture, jewelry and artful objects. 

44 Depot Street, Ludlow, VT

(802) 228-4753 

depotstreetgallery.com • silverwareart.com

We’re thankful for all of you, and hope 

you’ll continue to grow with us!

Thank You to our loyal Oil Clients,

we look forward to keeping you warm in 2018!

Open Daily 5:30am - 9:00pm, Sundays 6:30am - 9:00pm

6023 US Route 5 Westminster, VT 05158

802 722-3395  allenbrothersfarms.com

BROMLEY MANOR

Wishing you a Happy New Year!
   
Competitive rates, no purchase, monthly rental. So easy…

	 •	Assisted	Living	or	Residential	Care
	 •	Memory	Care
	 •	Independent	Living
	 •	Short	Term	Stays

We offer apartments of varying sizes & styles, extensive 
community spaces and amenities, understatedly elegant, 

home environment, great location and experienced staff.  
 

OPENING	SOON	-	VISIT	ANYTIME
               
2595 Depot Street, Manchester Center 
schedule a private tour, call 802-367-3988

email info@bromleymanor.org, visit www.bromleymanor.org

LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo Moun-
tain Resort turns New Year’s Eve 
into a family celebration by moving 
midnight forward – allowing fami-
lies with young children to ring in 
the New Year with events, activities 
and fireworks … and still get a full 
night’s sleep. Okemo’s Family New 
Year’s Eve party is scheduled from 5 
to 9 p.m. on Sunday, Dec. 31.
  Following early evening mountain 

coaster rides, horse-drawn wagon 
rides, magic shows, ski movies, arts 
and crafts, marshmallow roasting, 
party-hat decorating, bingo, trivia, 
and even fire dancers, families can 
ring in the New Year early with a DJ 
Dance Party and pizza buffet - and 
still get the kids to bed in time for a 
full day on the slopes the next day. 

Okemo’s mascot, 
Calvin the Cata-
mount, will lead 
the kids in some 
fun party games. 
Dux the Balloon 
Man will enter-
tain partygoers. 
There will also 
be a family photo 
booth, noisemak-
ers, and a fire-
works display at 
9 p.m. at Okemo’s 
Jackson Gore. 
Children attend-
ing the Pizza and 
DJ Dance Party must be accompa-
nied by a parent.
  For more information about 

Okemo’s Family New Year’s Eve 
Party, visit www.okemo.com. 
Call 802-228-1601 for reserva-
tions.

Midnight arrives early on 
New Year’s Eve at Okemo

LUDLOW, Vt. - As it enters 
its 10th season, FOLA (Friends 
of Ludlow Auditorium) has an-
nounced an ambitious schedule. 
“We’ll be offering events that will 
satisfy the interests and likes of ev-
eryone,” noted FOLA Chair, Ralph 
Pace. Featured events will include 
the streaming of great musicals 
“Les Miserables” and “Billy Eliot 
Live” along with the classic come-
dies “The Man Who Came to Din-
ner” and “Present Laughter.” In a 
special event to benefit Black River 
Good Neighbors, FOLA will pres-
ent the sing-along version of the hit 
musical, “The Sound of Music.”
  “We’ve also arranged for another 

first,” said Pace. “In mid-Septem-
ber, the Enerjazz Big Band will be 
on stage to present great jazz and 
dance music.” He indicated that the 
event will give everyone a chance 
to “test their dancing feet.”  
  Sixteen feature movies will be 

screened featuring such popular 
films as “Pillow Talk,” “Singing in 
the Rain,” “Star Wars,” and “The 
Trouble with Harry.” Additionally, 
the annual silent movie festival will 
again feature the great music of Jeff 
Rapsis as he provides background 
music to the comedy, “Her Sister 
from Paris.”
  The April movie series will screen 

great films of the 1960s including 
“A Hard Day’s Night,” “The Gradu-
ate,” and double-featured spaghetti 
and Japanese westerns. In coop-

eration with the Vermont Humanities 
Council, FOLA will present a lecture 
on Vermont in the movies. 
  Since 2018 will be an election year, 

FOLA plans to present two candidate 
forums for primary and general elec-
tion candidates. It will close its 2018 
season with the annual Community 

Christmas Celebration. Full sched-
ules are available from the FOLA 
web site, www.fola.us or may be sent 
to you. Simply send a self-addressed, 
stamped business envelope to FOLA, 
1 Whispering Pines, Ludlow, VT 
05149 and a printed schedule will be 
sent to you.

FOLA’s 2018 program schedule 
for their 10th season

Dancer Gene Kelly performs in the great musical film, “Singing in the Rain,” 
one of the many movies to be screened by FOLA during its 2018 season.

PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H. - Award-winning 
author Pam Bernard announces win-
ter sessions of her popular memoir 
workshops, to begin the week of Jan. 
8, at her home in Walpole, N.H.
  Consider this workshop as a gift 

to yourself or for someone you love. 
You need not intend to write a book. 
Come to explore your life in a safe 
environment. We honor the mosaic 
approach to writing, where small mo-
ments explored begin to cohere into 
theme and structure. Michelle Han-
sen, a retired physician, found the 
experience helpful as she began her 
project. “My family has an interest in 
my writing memoir and to this end, 
my husband gave me the gift of Pam’s 
memoir workshop,” Michelle says. “I 
found a warm welcome and the won-
derful support of other adults who 
bring a variety of life experiences to 
their writing. It was definitely posi-
tive.”
  Pam Bernard, author of four books, 

is a poet, painter, editor, and adjunct 
professor at Franklin Pierce Univer-
sity. She received her MFA in Creative 
Writing from Warren Wilson College 
and BA from Harvard University. Her 

awards include fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council.
  Please email pam@pambernard.

com, or visit www.pambernard.com 
or call for more information, 603-
756-4177.

Memoir workshops 
with Pam Bernard 
winter sessions

Pam Bernard.
PHOTO BY HARRY BERNARD

Watch fire dancers perform at Okemo.
STOCK PHOTO

Ride the mountain coaster!
PHOTO FROM WWW.OKEMO.COM

Enjoy midnight fireworks…at 9 p.m.
STOCK PHOTO
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   H. A. MANOSH
Over 50 years of service!

Drilling  • Pumps  •  Excavation
Aggregate materials  •  Water testing & treatment

Pond construction & service

  120 Northgate Plaza, Morrisville, Vt. 05661  ~  802-888-5722 or 800-544-7666  ~  www.manosh.com

NEW YEAR’S WEEK

WEDNESDAY: Aprés Party: The Roadies 3-6pm

THURSDAY: Aprés Party: David Soltz 3-6pm

FRIDAY: Aprés Party: Matt Chase 3-6pm

SATURDAY: Live Band: Faux in Love 4-7pm

SUNDAY: Buffet Dinner 7-9pm; DJ Dancing 9pm-1am;  

      Fireworks 12am

MONDAY: New Years Bloody Marys; Breakfast Buffet 9am

at MAGIC MOUNTAIN

BLACK LINE

TAVERN

www.magicmtn.com/events

TORCHLIGHT PARADE
& FIREWORKS DISPLAY
Enjoy a free pyrotechnics show in the Okemo Clock Tower base area,
following a torchlight parade on Open Slope. Begins at 7:30 p.m.

V.I.N.S. FAMILY PRESENTATION
This first-hand encounter with live falcons, hawks and owls focuses on the
natural history, ecology and adaptations of these efficient predators.
7 p.m. in the Roundhouse at Jackson Gore. Free Admission.  

PAINT & SIP
Grab a drink, an apron & take a seat! A local artist will work with you to
help bring out the artist in you. 7 - 9 p.m. The cost of this event is $50.
Purchase early! Pre-order tickets online at okemo.com/events.
Space is limited. Cash-only tickets may be available at the door, if not sold out.

SHAKIN’ SKATE
A fun evening of ice skating with a live DJ, games and fun for the whole family
in Okemo’s Ice House skating pavilion at Jackson Gore.
Skate rentals are available for $5. 

OKEMO FAMILY
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Midnight arrives early for friends
and family enjoying a whole host
of activities. Activities begin at 5 p.m.
Pizza & Dance Party begin at 6:30 p.m.
Festivities conclude at 9 p.m. with
an incredible fireworks display.
Purchase tickets online at
okemo.com/events or call
(802) 228-1600.

DECEMBER

27

28

29

30

31

GIVE THE GIFT OF OKEMO!
Okemo Gift Cards are the perfect gift for any season! 

May be used for products and services resort-wide, including 

lift tickets, ski school, rentals, resort dining and retail stores.

okemo.com/access · okemo.com/giftcard

 O
O  A R

ConvenienceThe d fference is

M O U N T A I N  R E S O R T

OKEMO.COM  •  #ITSOKEMOTIME  •  (802) 228-1600

KILLINGTON, Vt.– Vermont’s 
Killington Resort is the only Ver-
mont ski resort to offer ski biking, 
another adventuresome way to ex-
perience the mountain, for experts 
and beginners alike. Also referred to 
as snow-bikes, ski bike rentals and 
instruction are now available at the 
Killington Snowshed base area.
  “Killington partnered with the 

legendary and locally-based Alpine 
Bike Works to bring this thrilling 
combination of skiing, snowboard-
ing, and mountain biking to the re-
sort and we’re excited to offer this 
given our guests’ growing participa-
tion in mountain biking,” says Tracy 
Taylor, business development man-
ager of Killington Resort and Pico 
Mountain. “We’ve been investing 
heavily in our summer mountain 
bike program over the last five years 
and have seen tremendous growth 
since then. Ski biking gives those 

who love to bike the opportunity to 
try it out on the snow.”
  “A ski bike is a bike frame with 

skis on the bottom in place of bike 
wheels, boots with mini-skis on your 
feet, and an amazing way to experi-
ence the exhilaration of sliding down 
the mountain with the flow of snow-
boarding and control of mountain 
biking,” says Anthony Accurso, of 
Alpine Bike Works. “We’ve put to-
gether packages specifically for first 
timers to include everything they 
will need from rentals, a ski bike ac-
cess ticket, and instruction.”
  Killington ski bikes operate Fri-

day through Sunday 9 a.m. to 4 

p.m. and rentals are offered at the 
Snowshed base area. Ski biking is 
permitted on the Snowshed and 
Ramshead mountain areas, which 
provide optimal beginner to inter-
mediate conditions. Killington Ski 
Bikes will be open every day dur-
ing holiday weeks. Half-day and 
full-day rentals are available, both 
options include an orientation to 
ski biking. A ski bike access ticket 
is required, but a valid winter lift 
ticket or season pass may be used 
in place of a ski bike access ticket. 
For more information, call Kil-
lington Central Reservations at 
888-621-MTNS.

Killington Resort adds ski 
bikes to their winter line up

Biking enthusiasts can enjoy a ride in the snow.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – Magic 
Mountain in Londonderry, Vt. has 
been recognized as the #1 Overall 
Best in Snow in North America in 
the 2017-18 Best in Snow awards. 
This the second year in a row that 
Magic has won the overall award 
for North America. For 2017-18, 
Magic also was named #1 Most 
Challenging mountain in the 
Northeast and North America 
and the #1 Best Value. In addition, 
Magic was #2 Family Friendly in 
the Northeast and #3 in all of 
North America, and #3 for Begin-
ner Friendly in the Northeast and 
#4 in North America.
  Honoring ski resorts across 

North America, Liftopia - the 
largest online and mobile market-
place for lift tickets and mountain 
activities - announced the 2017-
18 Best in Snow Awards on Dec. 
18. The awards bring uber-local, 
relevant and must-know intel to 
beginning skiers as well as ski and 
snowboard aficionados. Unlike 
other ski awards, the Best in Snow 
awards is the only ranking that 
calculates survey feedback from 
thousands of skiers and snow-
boarders and incorporates the 
largest dataset in the industry to 
determine the ski areas consum-

ers are most passionate about. Win-
ners are ranked and divided among 
seven categories for regions includ-
ing the Northeast, West Coast, High 
West, Southeast, and Midwest.
  “It’s an honor for a ski community 

mountain like ours to receive the 
overall North American #1 award 
given the many fine and much larger 
resorts out there,” said Geoff Hathe-
way, president of Magic Mountain. 
“This is in-depth survey by Liftopia 
that measures customer enthusiasm 
about a ski area and Magic’s winning 
is simply a reflection of the passion 
people feel for skiing and riding at 
this special, ‘throwback’ mountain.”
  More than 12,000 consumers were 

surveyed to measure their enthu-
siasm on specific aspects of their 
favorite resorts such as challenging 
terrain, crowds, family friendliness, 
snow consistency, and overall qual-
ity. Respondents took into consid-
eration criteria such as snow quality 
and conditions, grooming, accessi-
bility, terrain variety and difficulty, 
vertical drop, learn to ski and snow-
board programs, staff and instruc-
tors, resort size, crowds and lift lines, 
accessibility of lifts and beginner 
terrain, off-slope activities, the sur-
rounding community, and cost of lift 
tickets, rentals and programs, among 

others. The responses were weighted 
with a proprietary algorithm based 
on Liftopia’s exclusive dataset that 
includes skier and snowboarder vis-
its annually, acreage, uphill capac-
ity, and average true cost of skiing, 
to surface the best ski areas overall 
and across seven categories and five 
regions. 
  “Skiers are by nature adventur-

ous and today’s travelers are look-
ing for the new, the interesting, 
the unknown areas to vacation. By 
measuring customers passion for 
their favorite areas, the Best in Snow 
awards give consumers an opportu-
nity to see which ski areas may be-
come their next new favorite. Our 
method ensures a level playing field 
for ski areas of all sizes and brings 
skiers lesser known ski areas in ad-
dition to the larger ones we already 
know and love,” said Evan Reece, co-
founder and CEO of Liftopia.
  Methodology and the complete 

list of winners in the 2017-18 Lift-
opia Best in Snow Awards can be 
found at www.bestinsnow.liftopia.
com/.
  More information on Magic 

Mountain can be found at www.
magicmtn.com, Facebook www.
facebook.com/skimagicvt, or by 
phone 802-824-5645.

Magic Mountain named 
winner for Best in Snow awards

REGION – The recent arrival of cold 
temperature has formed early-season 
ice on Vermont ponds, lakes, and riv-
ers. The Vermont Fish & Wildlife De-
partment reminds winter enthusiasts 
that ice should never be considered 
safe and ice conditions vary.
  “We are urging all outdoor enthusi-

asts - people going ice fishing, cross-
country skiers, hikers, and snowmo-
bilers - to be extremely cautious and 
prepared if they are going to venture 
out on any ice,” said Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife’s Chief Game Warden Jason 
Batchelder. “Ice conditions can vary 
dramatically on different parts of a 
lake. Remember, even though it may 
look thick enough on the surface, 
moving water from currents, rivers, 
and springs can cause ice to form un-
evenly.”
  “Once we have sustained cold 

weather to form good ice, activities 
such as ice fishing can be safe and a 
lot of fun,” said Batchelder, “but when 
we go onto the ice, we need to use 
good judgment and observe several 
safety precautions.”
• Leave your car or truck on shore. 

Every year several motor vehicles go 

through the ice on Vermont lakes, 
and some people have drowned as a 
result.
• Leave information about your 

plans with someone - where you in-
tend to fish and when you expect to 
return.
• Wear a personal flotation device 

and don’t fish alone.
• Fish with a friend. Ice fishing is a 

great sport to share with family mem-
bers and friends, and having a part-

ner with you increases both the fun 
and the safety.
• Ice varies in thickness and con-

dition. Always carry an ice spud or 
chisel to check ice as you proceed.
• Be extremely cautious cross-

ing ice near river mouths, points of 
land, bridges, islands, and over reefs 
and springs. Current almost always 
causes ice to be thinner over these 
areas.
• Avoid going onto the ice if it has 

melted away from the shore. This in-
dicates melting is underway, and ice 
can shift position as wind direction 
changes.
• Waves from open water can quick-

ly break up large areas of ice. If you 
can see open water in the lake and the 
wind picks up, get off!
• Bring your fully charged cell 

phone with you.
• Carry a set of handspikes to help 

you work your way out onto the 
surface of the ice if you go through. 
Holding one in each hand, you can 
alternately punch them into the ice 
and pull yourself up and out. You can 
make these at home, using large nails, 
or you can purchase them at stores 
that sell fishing supplies.
• Carry a safety line that can be 

thrown to someone who has gone 
through the ice.
• Heated fishing shanties must have 

good ventilation to prevent deadly 
carbon monoxide poisoning. Open a 
window or the door part way to allow 
in fresh air.
  If you have questions regarding 

ice fishing or ice conditions, con-
tact your local Vermont State Game 
Warden via your closest state police 
barracks or by calling Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife Headquarters at 802-828-
1529.

Vermont Fish & Wildlife offers ice 
safety tips

Be careful on the ice this winter.
STOCK PHOTO
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  Since its founding in 1975 by Mary Hepburn, the River Artisans cooperative is a non-profit orga-
nization that supports local artists and craftsmen and promotes their work in a store front operated 
by the members of the co-op. 
  In lieu of an owner, the organization has an executive board: Jennifer Meehl, president; Hallee 
Humbler, vice president; Bonnie North, treasurer; and Carolyn Harris, executive board member. 
  The original storefront was located in Saxtons River for many years before moving into downtown 
Bellows Falls in September 2017. “We were sad to leave Saxtons River but happy to be in Bellows 
Falls,” said Meehl. “The neighborhood is so welcoming.”
  River Artisans offer a variety of “really homemade, really Vermont” products such as textiles, 
leather, paintings, photography, and more. In order to become a member of the River Artisan co-

operative, artists must undergo 
a jury process that covers the 
craft, skill, and complexity of 
their products. There are about 
30 members currently associ-
ated with the cooperative. Many 
of them also work shifts in the 
Bellows Falls store. 
  According to Meehl, her favor-
ite part of the cooperative store 
is when customers ask questions 
about the artwork and interact 
with it. “That’s the main reason 
the move is so good.” 
  Local artisans include Tom 
Goldschmidt who turns bowls, 
treated with wax and sells his 
own honey in the store. Rod 
Hewitt creates wooden bowls 
and plates and is designing the 
new storefront sign to be re-
leased in 2018. 
  River Artisans cooperative is 
always looking to bring on new 
members, especially young art-
ists trying to get their foot in the 
door. 
  The River Artisans store is open 
Wednesday through Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

business spotlight
River Artisans
28 Village Square, Bellows Falls, Vt. 
802-460-0059
www.riverartisans.com
Facebook @RiverArtisans

art
THE DEPOT STREET GALLERY
Featuring over 150 artists, the perfect place 

to find that unique gift for the artful home and 

garden. Home of The Silver Spoon Studio, where 

vintage silverware becomes unique sculptures, 

jewelry, and artful creations. 44 Depot Street, 

Ludlow.  802-228-4753. www.silverwareart.com 

(02/16/18 TFN)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Step into this historic 1907 bank and find creations 

of 160 local and regional artists. Exhibits include 

Steampunk, Gil Perry’s little paintings, Teresa Hil-

ary’s handpainted scarves, and Open Wall.  

Workshops offered. VAULT, a Vermont State Craft 

Center, is on 68 Main St., Springfield. Tues. - Sat. 

11 to 5   galleryvault.org   802-885-7111 (03/06/18)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY  & OPERA HOUSE 
CAFE
Yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, Breads, Cookies. Full 

Breakfast & Lunch 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 802-

226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on 

Facebook. (01/09/18 TFN)

builders/ 
contractors

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of con-

struction. Framing, finish carpentry, custom show-

ers and tile work, hardwood flooring, decks, roof-

ing and siding. Fully insured and registered with 

the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Locat-

ed in Proctorsville. 802-226-8125 (02/20/18 TFN)

DIAZ HOME CARE
Snowplowing & Interior Refinishing

Building & Remodeling: Framing, roofing, siding, 

windows & doors, decks, interior/exterior paint-

ing, flooring, and more. 

Property Management: Plowing, sanding, snow & 

ice removal, and shoveling. 

Excavation

Contact Antonio Diaz: cell 802-779-8117, office 

802-297-7680, antonio.noel.diaz@gmail.com 

(12/04/18)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, 

VT 05153, 802-226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM (08/01/18 TFN)

cleaning
THE STOVE DEPOT, INC. 
Stove Cleanings and Service:  Any Makes and 

Models - Wood and Pellet Units - thestovedepot@

comcast.net (802)747-9950 North Clarendon, 

(802)824-3677 Londonderry (01/18/18 TFN)

CLEANING & CLEANING OUT
Cleaning and cleaning out houses, apartments, 

businesses, condo’s camps, barns and sheds. 

One-time or regularly. Fully insured - Free Esti-

mate. Call Reggie 802-376-4159 (02/27/18 TFN)

furniture
CHRISANDRA’S HOME 
FURNISHINGS
Our customers say “Your prices are great!” Shop 

our large selection of affordable furnishings and 

accessories. 122 Main St., Ludlow, VT  www.chri-

sandras.com 802-228-4581. (08/08/18 TFN)

home decorating & 
remodeling

CHRISANDRA’S HOME SHOWCASE 
& DESIGN CENTER
Affordable design consultations including color 

selections, room layouts, window treatments and 

furniture choices. Pond St, Ludlow 802-228-2075. 

Main Street, Ludlow 802-228-4581. www.chrisan-

dras.com (08/08/18 TFN)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, 

patios, walls, steps, restoration and repairs. Fully 

insured, free estimates. Contact Gary Moore at 

802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com 

(08/22/18 TFN)

painting
TONES & HUES
Quality interior & exterior painting and wallpaper 

removal. Insured, and free estimates. 802-885-

8633 www.TonesAndHues.com (08/08/18)

plumbing & heating
TAILORED PLUMBING AND 
HEATING
All aspects of plumbing, heating,  air conditioning, 

residential repair or new construction. 

Available 24 hours. 802-417-1647; email: 

tailoredplumbingheating@gmail.com  (TFN)

rentals
WHITE’S RENTALS LLC
For Rent: Like new 10,000 lb Kabota Excavators 

w/ steel or rubber tracks. Both machines offer a 

thumb, angle float blade, A/C, heat, and free lo-

cal delivery up to 15 miles.  

For Rent: 28 foot 10,000 lb capacity deck over 

trailer with electric brakes, with our without ramps. 

Call Lou at 802-289-3796 for prices and availabil-

ity. Visit us on the web: www.whitesrentals.com to 

see everything we have to offer. (02/27/18)

sheetrock/drywall
NEWHALL’S NEW WALLS
Complete Dry walling Services, 25-years experi-

ence, free estimates, fully insured. 802-376-8755 

or visit me at: Virgil@newhallsnewwalls.com www.

newhallsnewwalls.com (TFN)

small engine repair
KINNEY’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
15 Paradise Hill, Bellows Falls, VT. Chain saw, Trim-

mers, Riding and Walk-behind mower, Compact 

Tractors Saw chain and Mower  Blade sharpen-

ing. 802-463-4715 (TFN)

wood pellets  
& bio bricks

THE STOVE DEPOT, INC. 
Prebuy on Pellets/Biobricks (802) 747-9950 North 

Clarendon or (802) 824-3677 Londonderry or 

thestovedepot@comcast.net to reserve yours 

now! (01/18/18 TFN)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory • (802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

EARLY ADVERTISEMENT 

DEADLINE 

FOR THE  JAN. 3 EDITION

All advertisements must be emailed 

and finalized by 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
for the Jan. 3 edition

ads@VermontJournal.com

Thank you, and Happy New Year 

from your friends at 

The Vermont Journal and ShopperCaLL LISTInG aGEnT
Karen Wilson & Cathy Fisher

802-228-5678

156 Main Street
Ludlow, VT 05149

Gorgeous, bright & young home. This 4 bedroom 2.5 bath is designed with 
high end touches including granite countertops, custom cabinetry and 
hardwood floors. Great pond, oversized 2 car garage to hold all your toys, 

and a home office and art studio makes this a very unique home. 

Price: $465,000

Cavendish, VT 

Chester, VT

Situated just 1/2 mile from Chester Town Green and boosts 5.5 acres! Bright 

and sunny home has 3 bedrooms and 2 baths - there is a bedroom with 

private bath on the first floor. Large fireplace in the living room with open 

floor  plan- needs some TLC. Reduced: $210,000

ADULT/CHILD 
CARE
WEE HAVEN Childcare & Preschool 
Call Jen at 603-826-KIDS (5437) E-
mail: weehavenchildcare@comcast.
net Visit us at: WeeHaven.org (TFN)

ANTIQUES
NEW AND USED ANTIQUES We 

have it all. Cummings Hardware 
Rt.103 Chester 802-875-3342 
(TFN)

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW & MANCHESTER, Vt. 
- Heritage Family Credit Union is 
growing and looking for individu-
als who share our mission, vision, 
and values to grow with us! These 
positions require a high attention to 
detail and strong member service, 

communication, and interper-
sonal skills. AVP Branch Manager 
– Manchester. Financial Services 
Representative – Manchester. Teller 
– Ludlow. Please visit www.hfcuvt.
com for more information and to 
apply. (01/09)

SAVE ON 
WOOD BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 

save up to 30% of the system and 
installation cost on a Maxim wood 
pellet boiler. Contact New England 
Outdoor Furnaces at 603-863-
8818. (TFN)

SEPTIC 
PUMPING
SEPTIC PUMPING AND LOCAT-
ING. Reasonable rates 802-672-
3719 (TFN) 

Handpainted glassware by Cathy Tretler.

Tiles & trivets by Carol Keiser and turned wood by Rod Hewitt.
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LEGAL NOTICEScalendar

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

62 Andover Street, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in  the  Town  of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and  sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit: 

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Richard E. Bauries to Joseph 
Sutowski and Betty Sutowski by deed dated December 30, 1981 and recorded in Book 
78 at Page 581 of the Ludlow Town Land Records, and also deed dated December 27, 
1982 and recorded in Book 80 at Page 598 of the Ludlow Town Land Records. 
 

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously  paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

0 Evergreen Acres, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in 
whole or in part, unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Paul Burns to Jerome Rodri-
guez, Paul Burns and Kevin Romano by deed dated December 4, 2002 and recorded 
in Book 228 at Page 590 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 

to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0.Box 307, Ludlow, VT  05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

132 Ranta Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on 
the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being a portion of the same lands and premises deeded by the Final Decree of 
Distribution in Re: The Estate of Gwendolyn J. Debish, Ronald J. Theissen, 
Administrator to John Debick by deed dated January 5, 2012 and recorded in Book 
357 at Page 310 of the Ludlow Town Land Records, consisting of a building and 
8.9 acres, more or less, of land located at 132 Ranta Road, Ludlow, Vermont.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V .S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town.  Abatement means  that your taxes 
could  be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement 
and explain why you think your taxes should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must 
write to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0.Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

741 East Lake Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands rn the  Town  of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and  sewer  
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on 
the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Viola R. Currier and Fran-
cis A. Forte to Lawrence Crainich and Annmarie Crainich by deed dated March 11, 
1983 and recorded in Book 81 at Page 494-495 of the Ludlow Town Land Records. 
Lawrence Crainich conveyed his interest in said premises to Annmarie Crainich by 
Quit Claim Deed dated January 26, 1995 and recorded in Book 154 at Page 74 of the 
Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

TOWN OF LUDLOW

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Development Review Board 
for the Town & Village of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held 
on January 22, 2018, at 6:00 P.M., in the Ludlow Town Hall 
conference room, for local Act250 review, located in the 
Mountain Recreational District.
 
APPLICANT: Winterplace COA   
 PO Box 370
 Ludlow, Vermont 05149   
PROPERTY LOCATION: Harrison Lane
 
REASON FOR HEARING: Application to consider a local 
Act250 review to construct three duplexes. The project is 
located in the Mountain Recreational District.   
 
APPLICATION NUMBER: 462-18-ACT250 

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices.  Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
or by writing the Board.  Written communications about 
the application should be filed with the Board either prior 
to, or during, the hearing.

Rosemary Goings
Board Clerk

TOWN OF LUDLOW

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Development Review Board 
for the Town & Village of Ludlow, Vermont, will be held 
on January 22, 2018, at 6:00 P.M., in the Ludlow Town Hall 
conference room, to consider an amendment to a Planned 
Residential Development Permit located in the Mountain 
Recreational District.
 
APPLICANT: Winterplace COA    
 PO Box 370
 Ludlow, Vermont 05149
PROPERTY LOCATION: Harrison Lane
                        
REASON FOR HEARING: Application to consider an 
amendment to a Planned Residential Development Permit 
to construct three duplexes. The project is located in the 
Mountain Recreational District.  

APPLICATION NUMBER: 081-94-PRD; Amendment No. 9

The above application is available for inspection at the Lud-
low Municipal Offices.  Persons wishing to participate may 
do so in person, be represented by an agent or an attorney, 
or by writing the Board.  Written communications about the 
application should be filed with the Board either prior to, or 
during, the hearing.

Rosemary Goings
Board Clerk

@VermontJournal
CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS
TUESDAY, JAN. 16 – 
CHESTER, Vt. – Join Kim Dixon 
of Insights Marketing Solutions 

for a free workshop “Grow 
Your Business with Digital 
Marketing” on Tuesday, Jan. 
16 from 11 a.m. – noon at the 
Newsbank Conference Center 
at 352 Main Street, Chester. 

Focus will be on the DIY 
marketer— including blogging, 
effective email marketing, 
video, and social media. Bonus 
session from noon – 1 p.m. on 
email marketing using Constant 
Contact. This workshop is free 
but registration is appreciated, 
as space is limited. To register 
for this workshop visit www.
events.r20.constantcontact.
com/register/eventReg?oeidk=
a07eexj4w474d2cecbd&oseq
=&c=&ch=

TUESDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - River 
Voices Poetry meets every 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Flat 
Iron Exchange building on the 
Square. All poets welcome. 
Discussion of all aspects of the 
poem. 802-463-2204. TFN

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. - 9:30-
11 a.m. Play Group at Saxtons 
River Elementary School. Come 
on over for crafts, activities and 
to play!  Call Molly 802-376-
6204. TFN

WEDNESDAYS - 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - The 
Bellows Falls Area Senior 
Center Knit and Stitch group 
meets Wednesdays at 9 a.m. 
They can help you finish a 
project, repair an item and 
even take on special projects. 

The group is happy to donate 
“Knitted Knockers” to breast 
cancer survivors, stop by 
and ask for Betty for more 
information. Call: 802-463-
3907. TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Play 
Group at First Baptist Church 
of Bellows Falls/Rockingham 
Recreation Center. 9:30 a.m. 
-11 a.m. Come join the fun! 
Healthy snack served. Call 
Molly 802-376-6204. TFN

CAVENDISH, Vt. –From 5:45 
to 6:45 p.m., there will be 
a Tai Chi beginners’ class at 
DG Bodyworks, 7 Depot St. in 
Cavendish/Proctorsville, Vt., 
next to the Post Office at the 
corner of Rte 131 and Depot 
St. There is a monthly tuition 
cost. To learn more about 
the classes, please contact 
Djemila at 802-490-0225, by 
email: djem.translator@gmail.
com or check for updates on 
Facebook: www.facebook.
com/gemstaichi/. TFN

CHESTER, Vt. - Liza Eaton, 
founder of Buddhaful Yoga, 
will be offering a Gentle 
Flow Kundalini Yoga class for 
beginners every Wednesday 
9:30-11 a.m. You will be 
encouraged to go at your 
own pace and listen to your 

body. Held at the Fullerton 
Inn, on the Chester Green. For 
more information visit www.
buddhafulyoga.com or call 
802-875-2868. TFN

THURSDAYS -
CHESTER, Vt. – Strength-
building chair yoga class with 
Liz Eaton, 9:30-10:30 a.m., 
Fullerton Inn, Main Street, 
Chester. This is a strength 
building yoga class in the 
hatha tradition for anyone 
looking to build bone density, 
physical strength, flexibility 
and endurance. Come as you 
are and do what you can. Use 
a chair, yoga mat, or both! 
Drop in anytime or purchase 
a few classes at once. No 
experience necessary. For 
details, contact 802-875-2868, 
eaton.liza@gmail.com or www.
buddhafulyoga.com. TFN

CHESTER, Vt. – Meditation 
class with Liz Eaton takes place 
on Thursday, 10:45-11:15 
a.m. at the Fullerton Inn, Main 
Street, Chester. Learn simple 
yet profound meditation 
techniques for beginners (all 
levels welcome). There is no 
fee for this class; donations 
are appreciated. For details, 
contact 802-875-2868, eaton.
liza@gmail.com or www.
buddhafulyoga.com. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Edgar 
May Open Play Group 
10-11:30 a.m. at Studio 
Momentum, 71 Main St. An 
active playtime specifically 
designed for children aged 
6 months through 5 years!  
Free to member families. 
Call 802-885-2568 or info@
myreccenter.org. TFN

WINDSOR, Vt. - Play Group 
9:30 - 11 a.m. Come and 
enjoy an open gym, ball 
games and sometimes even a 
bounce house!  Call Windsor 
Recreation Center 802-674-
6783. TFN

LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo Valley 
TV offers “Train the Trainers” 
workshops on fourth Thursdays 
at no cost, 6-7 p.m. at the 
Okemo Valley TV studio, 37C 
Main St. in Ludlow. Everyone 
who wants to learn the “ticks 
and tricks” of TV-video 
production is welcome. Reserve 
a space at pcody@lpctv.org or 
call 802-228-8808.  TFN

FRIDAYS - 
CHESTER, Vt. - Liza Eaton, 
founder of Buddhaful Yoga, 
will be offering Kundalini Yoga 
Dance every Friday 9:30-11 
a.m. Held at the Fullerton Inn, 
on the Chester Green. For 
more information visit www.
buddhafulyoga.com or call 
802-875-2868. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Fridays, 
9-11 a.m. creative movement 
activities and playgroup held 
in the gym of the Community 
Center. All parents with young 
children are welcome. Contact 
Parks and Recreation Dept. at 
802-885-2727. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Free Open 
Art Nights, second Fridays 
from 7 p.m., open to people of 
all ages. Try something new, 
make mistakes, learn, and 
try again at the Art Gym on 
62 Clinton Street, Springfield. 
Visit www.facebook.com/
springfieldartgym/. TFN

SATURDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Edgar 
May Open Play Group 
10-11:30 a.m. at Studio 
Momentum, 71 Main St. An 
active playtime specifically 
designed for children aged 
6 months through 5 years!  
Free to member families. 
Call 802-885-2568 or info@
myreccenter.org. TFN

View the full 

Calendar 

online!

www.VermontJournal.com
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calendarLEGAL NOTICES

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

105 Ranta Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on 
the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises decreed to April Taylor Dunich and 
Wayne Taylor by Decree of Distribution In Re Estate of Jeannette Taylor dated 
February 19, 2014 and recorded in Book 376 at Page 379 of the Ludlow Town Land 
Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V .S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated.  You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 

to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

818 South Hill Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the  Town  of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water  and  sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, unpaid on 
the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Norma D. Guy, Betty Ann 
Demers, Ferne E.A. Bradder and Sandra J. Prokop to Paul A. Azzinaro and Katherine 
A. Azzinaro by deed dated August 10, 2001 and recorded in Book 207 at Page 584 of 
the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V .S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V .S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the proper-
ty taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your  taxes  
could  be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement 
and explain why you think your taxes should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must 

write to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT  05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

0 Route  103 North (Open Land), so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer  
taxes assessed by  such Town for the years 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in  
whole or in part, unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Wayne L. Hammond and 
Raymond H. Webb to Karen J. Hammond by deed dated July 24, 2003 and recorded 
in Book 245 at Page 432 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk,
P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

T
A

K
E

 A
 B

R
E

A
K

!

ARIES (March 21 to April 19) Shut-
ting people out to avoid distractions, 
even under a deadline, can cause hurt 
feelings. Instead, return calls and 
emails, and explain why you need a 
zone of privacy for now.

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) 
Although your keen Bull’s eyes usual-
ly can discern what’s fact from what’s 
faux, that upcoming decision will need 
really solid data before you can risk a 
commitment.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) As 
your confidence grows, you should be 
able to work toward your goals with 
more enthusiasm. Open your mind to 
suggestions. Some of them might even 
work for you.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) 
Reconnecting with someone from 
your past stirs up that old sense of 
adventure. But before you do anything 
else, be sure to get answers to those 
still-lingering questions.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Some 
people might resent the way you plan 
to resolve a difficult situation. But 
your commitment to making tough 
but fair decisions soon wins you their 
respect and support.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Mixed signals could be caus-
ing that vexing workplace problem. 
Before you choose to leave the project, 
ask for a meeting so you can get things 
out in the open.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Your good intentions could back-
fire if you’re not careful with other 
people’s feelings. Try using persua-
sion, not pressure, to get others to see 
your side of the situation.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Your dedication to finishing 
the task at hand is laudable. But be 
careful not to overdo the midnight 
oil bit. Take time for relaxation with 
someone very special.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) Although your intu-
ition will help you make some tough 
choices in the first half of the month, 
you’ll need more facts to back up your 
actions later on.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) All that hard work and 
research in the workplace finally pays 
off as you hoped it would. Ignore com-
ments from jealous types who are out 
to get the Goat riled up.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Feb-
ruary 18) An unfair decision creates 
unnecessary problems. But avoid 
anger and move carefully as you work 
this out. Expect to get support from an 
unlikely source.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
A fuzzy financial vista persists until 
midmonth, when things begin to clear 
up. You’ll also gain a better perspec-
tive on how to handle those pesky per-
sonal problems.

BORN THIS WEEK: You have a 
wonderful way of being there for those 
who need your help in difficult times.

© 2017 King Features Syndicate, Inc.

CLUBS
MONDAY, JAN. 1 -
STRATTON, Vt. – Join the 
Green Mountain Club, 
Manchester Section on Jan. 
1 for a New Year’s hike at 
Stratton Pond. Meet at 10 a.m. 
at the Winhall Post Office to 
car pool to limited parking 
area to start the hike. This will 
be with snowshoes or traction 
depending on conditions with 
a total distance of 6 miles, and 
several hundred feet of total 
elevation change. Bring extra 
clothing, hand warmers, fluids, 
snacks and lunch. RSVP to 
Marge Fish at 802-384-3654 
or marge.fish@gmail.com

SUNDAY, JAN. 7 -
RUPERT, Vt. – Join the Green 
Mountain Club, Manchester 
Section on Sunday Jan. 7 
to snowshoe to the Thoreau 
Cabin in Merck Forest. Meet at 
9:30 a.m. at Shaw’s parking 
lot in Manchester Center or at 
10 a.m. at the Merck Forest 
Welcome Center. Once we 
reach the cabin, if unoccupied, 
we can have our break and 
lunch in the cabin with a fire 
going, otherwise we will do 
so outside. Bring extra clothes, 
lunch and snack, fluids. Will 
need snowshoes or traction, 
depending on conditions. RSVP 
to Keld Alstrup at 802-362-
1422 or alsgrupkeld@gmail.
com

TUESDAYS-
LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow Rotary 
Club meets every Tuesday and 
is hosted by DJ’s Restaurant, 
146 Main St. from 12:15 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Enter via 
side door opposite bank 
drive-through. Visit www.
ludlowrotary.com or contact 
club President, Tesha Buss at 
teshabuss@gmail.com. TFN

THURSDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – The 
Charlestown Rotary Club meets 
at the Charlestown Town Hall 
at 6:30 p.m. on Summer Street. 
For more information email 
rayandrosie@comcast.net. TFN

RUTLAND, Vt. – Marble Valley 
Duplicate Bridge Club meets 
from 7-10:30 p.m. at the 
Godnick Center in Rutland, Vt. 
Snacks provided. Come join for 
a fun evening. More info call 
802-228-6276. TFN

SATURDAYS – 
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Still life 
drawing. The Mount Holly 
Artists Group meets at 10:30 
a.m. in the community center 
room (under library) and sets 
up a still life. The sessions are 
open to all and free of charge. 
All that is needed is pen and 
paper. TFN

COMMUNITY 
MEALS
TUESDAYS-
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Monthly 
potluck, third Tuesdays at the 
Perkinsville Community Church 
vestry located at 33 Church 
St. Bring a hot dish, salad or 
dessert and have a nice visit. 
For more information contact 
Lorraine Zigman 802-263-
5245 or email lzigman@
comcast.net. TFN

SATURDAYS-
CHESTER, Vt. – Gassetts 
Grange holds a buffet 
breakfast every month on the 
1st Saturday at 8-9:30 a.m. 
It consists of eggs, bacon, 
sausage, home fries, toast, 
pancakes (blueberry and 
plain), real maple syrup, juice, 
coffee, tea, and hot cocoa. 
All are welcome! Admission 
at the door. Hope to see you 
there. We are located on Route 
103N, just above junction 
of 103 and Route 10.  Any 
questions, call Dave at 802-
875-2637. TFN

WEEKDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Bellows Falls Area Senior 
Center serves lunch 11:30 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to area seniors. 
The Senior Meals menu for the 

week is available by calling 
802-463-3907. The Bellows 
Falls Area Senior Center is 
located at 18 Tuttle St. We 
are wheelchair and walker 
accessible with plenty of 
parking. TFN

EVENTS
WEDNESDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Weekly bingo will not be held 
at the Charlestown Memorial 
VFW Post 8497 for Dec. 20 
and 27. We wish all our loyal 
patrons and volunteers a Merry 
Christmas. Have a happy New 
Year and we’ll see you Jan. 3, 
2018. 

THURSDAYS – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Gypsy Reel 
plays regularly at The Killarney, 
in Ludlow. Music always 
begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
continues until 8:30 p.m. or 
later (depending upon football 
schedule). Fine ale, good pub 
food, and great music in the 
traditional Irish style. TFN

GASSETTS, Vt. - Bingo will be 
held every Thursday night at 
the Gassetts Grange. Starts at 
6:30 p.m., doors open at 5 
p.m. Supper, raffle and 50/50 
tickets are on sale. Come and 
join in. Call Donna at 802-
591-4290 or you can call the 
hall at 802-875-1051. TFN

SATURDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Internet 
and jazz jam Saturday at the 
Flat Iron Exchange, located in 
the square. No cover charge, 
just a tip jar to listen to some 
great jazz music. Enjoy a 
coffee and relax. 5-7 p.m. TFN

FARMERS’ 
MARKETS
FRIDAYS-
WESTON, Vt. – We are happy 
to announce the start of the 
new Weston Winter Farmer’s 
Market at the Walker Farm 
Playhouse. Friday hours are 
from 3 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Your 
favorite dairy, eggs, cheese, 
meat and bread vendors 
will be on hand as well as 
prepared foods, artisans and 
crafts people. Come and 
support by purchasing local 
and fresh! Lots of fun and real 
close to home. Shop and enjoy 
local!

LIBRARIES
TUESDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. - Story 
time for toddlers and Pre-K at 
the Silsby Free Library from 
10:30 a.m. Children and 
parents are invited for stories, 
songs and finger plays. Session 
includes playtime, an activity 

H H H H H H
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Stop in or Call Scott Simpson 
for a Confidentail Interview

802-886-9510 office

SSimpson@SpringfieldAutomart.com

TOP
TECHNICIANSTOP
TECHNICIANSTOP
TECHNICIANS

we are searching for

we need experienced technicians - we will train!

all apply!

Benefits Include:
401k•FullHealthPlan•Dental

Newest Tools of the Trade!

home of the

BIG
DEAL

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

19 Gill Terrace, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the  Town  of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water  and  sewer  
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Laura C. Lienhard f/k/a 
Laura C. Gillette to Jennifer J. Newsome by deed dated August 2, 2007 and recorded 
in Book 314 at Page 282-283 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that  your  taxes  
could be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement 
and explain why you think your taxes should be abated.  To apply for an abatement, you must 
write to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

2013 Chevy Malibu 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee

2009 Dodge Ram2011 Ford Escape XLT

4 Door Sedan
FWD

V6
Auto

Fully Loaded

Laredo, AWD
Auto
Leather
Sun Roof
Fully Loaded

4 Door Crew Cab
Auto
V8
4x4
Fully Loaded

AWD
4 Cylinder

Auto

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Filter & Lube Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 12/31/17

pets of the week
Meet Bruin
Hi, everybody! My name’s Bruin, and I’m a 
5-year-old neutered male mixed breed dog 
that may look familiar to you. I was adopted, 
and returned. But let me tell you – I had a blast 
while I was gone! Having been a stray, I re-
ally wasn’t sure what to expect when I moved 
in to an actual home, but it was great. Really 
great! I loved going for car rides and abso-
lutely loved playing with all my toys. And, I 

Meet Mel
Hi! My name’s Mel, and I’m a 2-year-old 
spayed female. I came to Lucy Mackenzie as a 
stray and I have to admit, I’m having a lot of 
fun! Since I’ve been spayed and vaccinated, I 
live in one of the communal rooms. There are 
lots of playful cats that are really nice to me. 
People come in to visit and play with us all the 
time. There’s a nice supply of food and water 
almost all the time. What more could I ask for? 
Oh, there is one thing - a family of my own! If 
you’ve been thinking it’s time to adopt a super 

loved all the treats, too. I really loved to go 
exploring, especially on my own, which was a 
problem. What can I say? I’m an adventurer at 
heart. Well, rumor has it around here that my 
next home must have a fenced in yard to make 
things much safer for me. I’m a fun-loving, ac-
tive dog that is sure to put a smile on your 
face. If you’re a lover of car rides and adven-
ture, stop in and meet me today. We might be 
a perfect match!

cute kitty (who just happens to have a bobtail!), 
stop in and meet me today!

Lucy McKenzie Humane Society
4832 VT Route 44, West Windsor Vt.
802-484-5829
www.lucymac.org
Tuesday through Saturday, noon-4 p.m.

Serving the towns of Andover, Baltimore, Cav-
endish, Chester, Grafton, Londonderry, Ludlow, 
Springfield, Weathersfield, Weston and Windsor

LIBRARIES 
CONT. 
TUESDAYS CONT. - 
and a story time. Free and 
open to all. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt.– Springfield 
Town Library story time, 43 
Main St., 10 a.m. Free and 
open to the public with stories, 
songs, and activities for the 
youngest readers. For more 
information, call the library at 

802-885-3108. TFN

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. - Crafts, 
Stories and Play Time toddlers 
and preschoolers. Enjoy stories, 
songs, crafts, and activities. 
Rockingham Free Public Library 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Contact 
463-4270. TFN

WEDNESDAYS – 
WESTON, Vt. - Come and 
enjoy a story hour with friends 
at the Wilder Memorial Library, 
Lawrence Hill Road in Weston! 
11 a.m.-noon. Call ahead to 
check, 802-824-4307. TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - 
Rockingham Library hosts 
a series of six films by and 
about women for everyone, 

sponsored by the Women’s 
Freedom Center on the second 
Wednesday of each month 
through February. These events 
are free and open to the 
public.  For more information, 
go to rockinghamlibrary.org, 
call 802-463-4270 or stop by 
the library at 65 Westminster 
St., Bellows Falls, 10 a.m. – 7 
p.m. on Monday, Tuesday & 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 5:30 
p.m. on Thursday & Friday and 
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Saturday.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Weekly toddler 
and pre-school story time 
with a weekly theme, music, 
and activity. 10:30-11:30 
a.m. at the Fletcher Memorial 
Library. Best suited for ages 
5 and younger. Call Sacha 

at 802-228-3517 or email 
skrawczykvt@gmail.com to 
register for programs. TFN

WINDSOR, Vt. - Preschool 
and Toddler Storytime every 
Wednesday from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Windsor Public 
Library, 43 State Street. Each 
week features a theme, music 
stories and a craft. www.
windsorlibrary.org. 802-674-
2556. TFN

THURSDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Join 
the genealogy group at 
Rockingham Free Public Library 
every Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. when genealogy 
enthusiast Wayne Blanchard 
takes you on a quest to 
discover your family roots. If 
you own a laptop, please bring 
it along. Many free databases 
are available at the library.  
Beginners and seasoned 
genealogists are welcome. 
Free and open to the public.  
For details, call 802-463-
4270, email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org or go to 
www.rockinghamlibrary.org. 
TFN

FRIDAYS-
CHESTER, Vt. – Story time at 
Whiting Library from 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Come and listen to 
a story every Friday with your 
children.  Call 802-875-2277. 
TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - 
Minecraft Club at the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library every Friday from 3:30 
p.m. - 4:30 p.m. A limited 
number of library computers 
are available. Registration is 
recommended if you will need 
to use a library computer. If 
you are joining the club with 
your own laptop and Minecraft 
account, you do not need to 
sign up. TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Bellows 
Falls Area Senior Center Book 
Club, in partnership with 
the Rockingham Free Public 
Library, 65 Westminster St., 
meets on the first Friday of 
every month at 9 a.m. Call the 
senior center at 802-463-3907 
or the library at 802-463-
4270 for details. TFN

SATURDAYS-
ALSTEAD, N.H. - Stop by the 
Shedd-Porter Memorial Library 
for cinnamon buns the last 
Saturday of each month and 
visit with friends or neighbors. 
The cinnamon buns are from 
McGuire’s Bakery and are 
available for a small fee. All 

the proceeds go to benefit the 
library. The library is at 3 Main 
St., Alstead.

MEETINGS
TUESDAYS- 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - The 
Bellows Falls Woman’s Club 
meets on the second Tuesday 
of each month, through May, 
at the United Church. The hall 
is accessible to all. Women 
interested in joining and 
helping with club projects may 
contact Barbara Comtois, 
membership chairman, at 802-
344-0025. The Bellows Falls 
Woman’s Club is a member 
of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Westminster Fire & Rescue 
Department monthly meeting 
on the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
Rescue training is on the 
second Tuesday and combined 
drill on the third Tuesday. More 
information can be found at 
www.westminsterfireandrescue.
org. TFN

WEDNESDAYS-
LUDLOW, Vt.- Black River 
Area Community Coalition 
meets third Wednesdays in 
the Community room of the 
Fletcher Memorial Library, 
Main St. in Ludlow, starting at 
5:30 p.m. More information, 
visit www.braccvt.org. TFN

EMAIL US YOUR

calendar@VermontJournal.com

Check out our 

weekly

Business Spotlight

Featured on Page 5B
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Your Hometown 
Full Service Tire Store

Most Major Brands Available

Specializing in Quality 

Truck Retread Tires

Family Owned and Operated

Rt. 5 North, Bellows Falls, VT

802-463-3320

CHEEVER TIRE SERVICE, INC. 

OUR SNOW 
TIRES ARE IN!

BENSON’S CHEVROLET, INC.
MAIN StREEt, LudLoW, Vt

Vermont’s oldest Family owned Chevrolet dealership
228-4000   Toll Free 877-228-6127   www.bensonschevy.com

Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am–6pm • Sat. 8am–3pm

Fisher 

Plows 

Available!

2014 FORD F-450
4X4 RACK DUMP BODY

with Plow, V10 Gas Engine, One Owner

ONLY 48,000 MILES

2014 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
SE Package, Fully Loaded, Only 23,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $11,995

2014 CHEVY CRUZE
LT Package, Auto, One Owner, Only 15,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $12,995

2014 GMC 2500 HD 
CREW CAB

4x4, SLT Package, Fully Loaded, One Owner

SALE PRICE $29,995

2013 CHEVY TAHOE
LTZ Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $29,995

2015 GMC ACADIA DENALI
Fully Loaded, One Owner, Only 39,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $30,995

2015 FORD FIESTA 
HATCHBACK

SE Package, Auto

SALE PRICE $9,995

2014 GMC TERRAIN
SLE 2, Navigation, Only 44,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $17,995

2014 GMC 2500 
CREW CAB

SLT Package, 4x4, One Owner, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $29,995

2014 BUICK REGAL GS
AWD, 2.0 Liter Turbo, Sun Roof, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $18,995

2012 FORD FUSION
SEL Package, Leather, Sun Roof, Only 27,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $11,995

2012 CHEVY CRUZE
LT Package w/ RS Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,495 

2012 SUBARU OUTBACK 
2.5 I LIMITED

AWD, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $13,995

2011 HONDA PILOT
EXL Package, AWD, Leather, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $16,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
4 DOOR CREW CAB

4x4, SL Package, Sun Roof, Leather Interior, Extra Clean

SALE PRICE $11,995

2017 GMC 1500 CREW CAB
SLT Package, 4x4, Rocky Ridge Lifted Conversion

ONLY 18,000 MILES

2017 CHEVY CRUZE PREMIER
Auto, Turbo, Fully Loaded, Only 7,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $17,995

2017 NISSAN ROGUE AWD
Auto, PW, PDL, Tilt Wheel, Only 5,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $20,995

2017 NISSAN FRONTIER
4 DOOR CREW CAB
4x4, Fully Loaded, Only 7,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $26,995

2017 NISSAN MURANO S
AWD, Only 3,000 Miles, Brand New

JUST ARRIVED

2010 CHEVY EQUINOX
LT Package, AWD, Fully Loaded, Only 93,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $9,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA
S Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,995

2009 HONDA ACCORD LXP
Fully Loaded, Only 84,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $8,995

2008 CHEVY EQUINOX
AWD, Sport Package, V6, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,995

2003 CHEVY 2500 HD
4 DOOR CREW CAB

Duramax Diesel, One Owner, Only 107,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $13,995

2016 NISSAN ROGUE
AWD, Auto, PW, PDL, Tilt Wheel, Only 7,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $19,995

2016 CHEVY TRAX
AWD, LS Package, Only 4,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $17,995

2016 SUBARU IMPREZA
SPORT LIMITED

AWD, Fully Loaded, One Owner, Leather

SALE PRICE $20,995

2016 BUICK ENCORE
AWD, Sun Roof, Navigation, Only 13,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $19,995

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE
TRAILHAWK

Fully Loaded, One Owner

ONLY 9,000 MILES

2016 NISSAN SENTRA
Auto, One Owner, Extra Clean

SALE PRICE $13,995

2016 CHEVY EQUINOX
LTZ Package, AWD, 6 Cyl, Sun Roof, Navigation, Leather, One Owner

SALE PRICE $25,995

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX
AWD, LS Package, One Owner, Only 26,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $16,995

2015 CHEVY COLORADO
CREW CAB

Z71 Off Road Package, 4x4, One Owner, Only 34,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $26,995

2015 FORD F-150
SUPER CREW CAB
4x4, Fully Loaded, One Owner

SALE PRICE $29,995

2015 CHEVY 2500 HD 
EXTENDED CAB 

4x4, Duramax Diesel, LT Package, One Owner, Only 44,000 Miles

DURAMAX DIESEL

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX
LT Package, AWD, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $16,995

2015 CHEVY G-30 HIGH CUBE
12 ft Box, Extra Clean, One Owner

SALE PRICE $26,995

2015 KIA SORENTO
LX Package, AWD, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $15,995

2015 CHEVY 3500 HD 
4 DOOR CREW CAB 4X4

LTZ Package, Fully Loaded, Duramax Diesel, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $50,995

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO
DOUBLE CAB, Z-71 OFF ROAD PACKAGE
STOCK #7246
MSRP $46,910
EMPLOYEE PRICE $42,357
LESS REBATES $5,500
DEALER SAVINGS $1,041

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
LT SEDAN
STOCK #7337

MSRP $27,195
LESS 20% OFF $5,439
DEALER SAVINGS $761

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
LS SEDAN
STOCK #7356

MSRP $24,875
LESS 20% OFF $4,975
DEALER SAVINGS $905

SALE PRICE

$20,995*
SALE PRICE

$18,995*

SALE PRICE

$35,816*

2017 CHEVY TRAVERSE
AWD, LS PACKAGE
STOCK #7231
MSRP $35,660
EMPLOYEE PRICE $32,744
LESS REBATES $5,000
DEALER SAVINGS $1,000

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
LT SEDAN
STOCK #7293

MSRP $28,045
LESS 20% OFF $5,609
DEALER SAVINGS $641

SALE PRICE

$21,795*

2017 CHEVY MALIBU
LT SEDAN
STOCK #7292

MSRP $26,895
LESS 20% OFF $5,379
DEALER SAVINGS $621

SALE PRICE

$20,895*

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO
DOUBLE CAB, Z-71 OFF ROAD PACKAGE
STOCK #7284
MSRP $47,110
EMPLOYEE PRICE $42,537
LESS REBATES $5,500
DEALER SAVINGS $1,041

2017 CHEVY SILVERADO
CREW CAB, LTZ PACKAGE
STOCK #7251
MSRP $57,465
EMPLOYEE PRICIE $51,738
LESS REBATES $4,500
DEALER SAVINGS $1,241

SALE PRICE

$35,996*

SALE PRICE 

$45,997*

2017 CHEVY CRUSE HATCHBACK
LT PACKAGE
STOCK #7232

MSRP $25,005
LESS 20% OFF $6,251.25
DEALER SAVINGS $758

SALE PRICE

$17,995.75*

SALE PRICE

$26,744*

Have a Happy New Year! Please Drive Responsibly!

*Must trade in a 1999 or newer 

vehicle. Must finance with dealer 
to qualify for all rebates. 

SUPPORT 
GROUPS
MONDAYS– 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - NAMI 
Vermont Connection Recovery 
Support Group is a mental 
illness support group. It 
provides a forum to share 
experiences and learn about 
opportunities and challenges 
regardless of diagnostics. 
HCRS, CRT Room, 390 River 
St. Meets every Monday from 
1-2 p.m. Info: call 800-639-
6480 or visit www.namivt.org. 
TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - 
Overeaters Anonymous 
Meeting from 7-8 p.m., 44 
School St., Bellows Falls. Please 
call 802-376-3507. TFN

TUESDAYS-
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Breast 
Feeding Support Group second 
and fourth Tuesdays at the 
Springfield Hospital Library 
Level D. Noon-2 p.m. It is free 
and no registration is required. 
For more information call Erin 
at 802-885-7511. TFN

LUDLOW, Vt. – Co-Dependents 
Anonymous meets on 
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in 
the basement of the Fletcher 
Memorial Library, 88 Main 
St. in Ludlow. Find out more 
about CoDA at coda.org. For 
more information regarding 
this meeting, contact Sarah 
E. at sarahcoda2016@gmail.
com. TFN

WINDSOR, Vt. – Cedar Hill 
Alzheimer’s caregiver support 
group. Meet fellow caregivers 
who really understand because 
they’ve been there, too, when 
things are difficult or isolating. 
First Tuesdays from 3:30–5 
p.m. at 92 Cedar Hill Drive (off 
Route 5). TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Wellness/

Lifestyle Change Support 
Group, meets the second 
Tuesday of each month from 
5:45-7 p.m. at the Springfield 
Health Center, 100 River 
St. Free. Register by calling 
802-886-8946 or email cht@
springfieldmed.org. TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - TOPS 
Chapter Vermont #12 meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Social Center, 
39 Green Street in Bellows 
Falls. Come to TOPS (take off 
pounds sensibly) a non-profit, 
non-commercial, weight loss 
support group that really 
works. Every week there are 
interesting programs that touch 
on topics that help us in our 
quest for weight loss. We share 
healthy recipes for main meals 
and snacks. Your first meeting 
is free. Bring a friend; you 
won’t be disappointed. Visit 
our website www.tops.org for 
more information. TFN

WEDNESDAYS – 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. - Weekly 
clean and sober 12-Step 
Meeting. Support Group meets 
at Neighborhood Connections 
next to the Londonderry Post 
Office at 5:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday. TFN

LUDLOW, Vt. – Eating 
behavior support group meets 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at the 
Women’s Center for Binge and 
Emotional Eating on 70 Main 
St. This free group is intended 
to help you understand your 
eating and/or weight-related 
struggles. The group is led 
by trained therapists who 
specialize in eating behavior. 
To join call 802-975-0435 or 
email shiri@fitwoman.com. 
TFN

ASCUTNEY, Vt. - Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
meets on the third Wednesday 

at Martin Memorial Hall, 
Lower Level (Handicapped-
accessible), 5259 Route 5, 
Ascutney, (near Exit 8 off I-91) 
at 6:30 p.m. Do you know or 
think you may be depressed? 
Have a friend or family 
member who has depression? 
Then this group is for you! 
Support, empathy, sharing, 
education, confidentiality, peer-
led. Contact TwinStateDSG@
gmail.com or 641-715-3900 
(ext. 650055#). TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
meets on the fourth Wednesday 
at Turning Point Recovery 
Center (Handicapped-
accessible), 7 Morgan Street, 
Springfield at 6:30 p.m. 
Do you know or think you 
may be depressed? Have a 
friend or family member who 
has depression? Then this 
group is for you! Support, 
empathy, sharing, education, 
confidentiality, peer-led. 

Contact TwinStateDSG@gmail.
com or 641-715-3900 (ext. 
650055#). TFN

THURSDAYS – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Mental 
health peer support group, 
2-3:30 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church, 77 
Main St. The group’s goal 
will be to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for people 
to give and receive support 
around mental health issues. 

The group is free and open to 
the public. Call Diana Slade at 
802-289-1982. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) at Huber 
Building, 80 Main St. Weigh-
in starts at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting begins at 9 a.m. TFN

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
Board of Directors will now 
meet every other month in 

2018 on the third Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at 2520 Route 106 
in Perkinsville. Please come join 
us. New local phone number is 
802-795-0098. This is a voice 
mail line. Updates regarding 
meetings will be posted during 
bad weather. Messages will 
be checked daily. The 2018 
schedule is: Jan. 18, March 
22, May 17, July 19, Sept. 
20 - the one exception will be 
in November - that date to be 
announced. 

Contractors, Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory on Page 5B! 

Add a listing for 
your Business! 
802-228-3600

ADVERTISE WITH US 
ONLINE AND

GET
SEEN!
WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM
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STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE
190 Andover Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Dorothy Pjura and Frances 
Orzech to Keith Sylvestre by deed dated August 18, 1982 and recorded in Book 80 at 
Page 34-35 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th  day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 

to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

151 Nelson Road, Lot 1 & 2, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Frank E. Punderson, Jr., 
Trustee to Gregory Dunnett by deed dated November 20, 1995 and recorded in Book 
158 at Page 166-167 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxe  could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

0 Route 100 North – Rod and Gun Club Road, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer  
taxes assessed by  such Town for the years 2014-2015, 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in  
whole or in part, unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Deryl J. Stowell Revocable 
Trust and Jennifer U. Stowell Revocable Trust to TCI Development, LLC by deed 
dated June 30 2004 and recorded in Book 272 at Page 470-471 of the Ludlow Town 
Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

If you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

STATE OF VERMONT

WINDSOR COUNTY, SS

NOTICE OF SALE

0 Route 103 North, so-called Ludlow, VT

The resident and nonresident owners, lien holders and mortgagees of lands in the Town of 
Ludlow, in the County of Windsor are hereby notified that the taxes and/or water and sewer 
taxes assessed by such Town for the years 2015-2016, 2016-2017 are, either in whole or in part, 
unpaid on the following described lands in such Town, to wit:

Being all and the same lands and premises conveyed by Bessie I.Webb  to Roland
L. Webb and Bessie I. Webb by deed dated January 9, 2003 and recorded in Book 231 
at Page 252 of the Ludlow Town Land Records.

and so much of said lands will be sold at public auction at Ludlow Town Office, a public place 
in such Town, on the 18th day of January, 2018 at Ten O’ Clock in the forenoon, as shall be 
requisite to discharge such taxes with costs, unless previously paid.

You have the right to request in writing, at least 24 hours prior to the tax sale date set forth 
above, that only a portion of the property be sold to satisfy the delinquent tax bill. Should you 
wish to proceed with this request, you must follow the procedure set forth in 32 V.S.A. §5254; 
clearly identify the portion of the property to be sold, and include a certification from the Act 
250 district coordinator and the town zoning administrator that the portion identified may be 
legally subdivided.

lf you qualify under 24 V.S.A. §1535, you may be able to receive an abatement of the property 
taxes, interest and collection fees you owe to the town. Abatement means that your taxes could 
be reduced or eliminated. You have the right to appear before the Board of Abatement and 
explain why you think your taxes should be abated. To apply for an abatement, you must write 
to Ulla Cook, Town Clerk, P. 0. Box 307, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Sewer Taxes

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gov-
ernor Phil Scott joined local, 
state, and federal partners 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017 to 
announce over $3.5 million 
in community development 
grants to eight communities. 
Brownfield clean up in Rock-
ingham, downtown redevel-
opment in Springfield, and 
funding for home repair pro-
grams statewide are among the 
projects receiving more than 
$3.5 million in grants from the 
Vermont Community Devel-
opment Program announced 
today.
  The Town of Springfield and 

its partners, Housing Vermont 
and Springfield Housing Au-
thority, will leverage a $400,000 
Community Development 
Block Grant to restore the 
iconic Woolson Block prop-
erty on Main Street, building 
affordable apartments on the 
upper floors and new commer-
cial space on the ground floor.
  “From Brattleboro to St. Al-

bans, communities across Ver-
mont will use these grants to 
build affordable housing, clean 
up contaminated sites for rede-

velopment, expand services to 
their residents, restore historic 
buildings, plan for the future, 
and make their communities 
more affordable,” said Gov. 
Scott.
  “I’m encouraged by the ef-

forts of our statewide network 
of Home Ownership Centers 
– supported with these grants 
today – to help low and moder-
ate-income Vermonters invest 
in their homes through much-
needed home repairs, improve-
ments, energy upgrades and 
accessibility modifications. I’m 
also very pleased to see this 
funding available statewide, to 
support small scale landlords 
in their efforts to improve ex-
isting housing stock,” added 
Gov. Scott. “This work is im-
portant to my administration’s 
focus on growing the economy, 
making Vermont more afford-
able, and protecting the most 
vulnerable.”
  The state awards approxi-

mately $7 million annually in 
competitive grants through 
Vermont’s Department of 
Housing and Community 
Development. The grants are 

funded through the federal 
Community Development 
Block Grant Program of the 
U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development. 
Funding is targeted to address 
the needs of lower income Ver-
monters and represents a true 
partnership between the feder-
al, state and local government.
  “We are excited to support 

this array of community proj-
ects, and thank all the people 
and organizations working 
hard every day to improve the 
lives of Vermonters and the 
communities we call home,” 
said Vermont Department of 
Housing and Community De-
velopment Deputy Commis-
sioner Josh Hanford.
  Vermont’s congressional 

delegation has been steadfast 
in supporting the funding that 
makes the program possible. 
Senators Patrick Leahy (D-
Vt.), Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and 
Congressman Peter Welch (D-
Vt.) congratulated Wednes-
day’s recipients, adding, in a 
joint statement: “Housing is a 
vital part of our communities’ 
infrastructure, and housing is 

one of the most important in-
vestments we can make to sup-
port individuals, families and 
the economic vitality and qual-
ity of life that we want for our 
state. These latest grants add 
to more than $400 million in 
federal CDBG funds that have 
been allocated to Vermont in 
the program’s 43-year history, 
leveraging more than $4 bil-
lion in additional investments. 
Now is not the time to make 
slashing cuts, as the Presi-
dent has proposed. We must 
strengthen these investments 
to ensure Vermont commu-
nities remain accessible and 
affordable. As we approach a 
year-end funding deal, we will 
continue to fight for CDBG to 
ensure that Vermont does not 
lose out on this irreplaceable 
funding source.”

  For information about the 
Vermont Community Devel-
opment Program, please see 
the Agency of Commerce and 
Community Development 
website at www.accd.vermont.
gov/.
• Rockingham - $150,000 

- Robertson Mill 
R e d e v e l o p m e nt : 
Subgrant to Island 
Holdings LLC for 
the demolition of 
Robertson Mill 
building and re-
moval of hazardous 
material. This proj-
ect will alleviate a 
blighted portion of 
downtown Bellows 
Falls and provide 
for future commer-
cial development 
opportunities.
• Brattleboro - 

$725,000 - 5-Coun-
ty Homeownership 
Services Program: 
Subgrant to Wind-
ham & Windsor 
Housing Trust to 
deliver home repair 
and housing coun-
seling services pro-
gram to a five-county region 
including Windham, Windsor, 
Orange, Lamoille, and Wash-
ington Counties.
• West Rutland - $800,000 

- NeighborWorks of West-
ern Vermont Revolving Loan 

Fund: Subgrant to Neighbor-
Works of Western Vermont 
to deliver a home repair and 
housing counseling services 
program in Addison, Benning-
ton, and Rutland counties.
• Springfield - $400,000 – 

Woolson Block: Deferred 

Loan to Woolson Block Lim-
ited Partnership, formed by 
Springfield Housing Authority 
and Housing Vermont, for the 
redevelopment of the Woolson 
Block into 21 affordable apart-
ments and 3,400 SF of com-
mercial space.

Grants to support housing affordability and downtown redevelopment

members who do not qualify 
for financial help and were try-
ing to direct enroll with an in-
surance carrier are encouraged 
to call BlueCross BlueShield of 
Vermont (1-800-255-4550) or 
MVP Health Care (1-844-865-
0250) as soon as possible and 
complete their enrollment.
  “We came into this fall with 

three enrollment goals,” said 
Cory Gustafson, commis-
sioner of Department of Ver-
mont Health Access. “First, we 
wanted as many Vermonters as 
possible to sign up for January 
coverage and the financial help 
to make it more affordable. Sec-
ond, we wanted to encourage 
members who don’t qualify for 
financial help to sign up directly 
with their carrier and establish 
a single point of contact for 
managing their account. Third, 
we wanted everyone to do 
their homework and make sure 
they’re in the best plan for their 
needs and budget.”
  In addition to enrollment 

numbers, state officials pointed 
to record usage for the market-
place’s Plan Comparison Tool, 
which can help individuals and 
small business employees de-
termine the best plans for their 
families’ needs and budgets. The 
tool was used 938 times on Nov. 
1, nearly a 50 percent increase 
over the same day last year, and 
it was used 1,069 times on Dec. 
15, nearly a 50 percent increase 
over the last day of open enroll-
ment last year. The interactive 
site calculates state and federal 
subsidies based on projected 
household income and allows 
Vermonters to compare plans 
not just by monthly premi-
ums and deductible amounts, 
but also by estimated total an-
nual costs based on the age and 
health status of each household 
member. Altogether, the 2018 
tool hosted more than 23,000 
sessions.
  Income thresholds for finan-

cial help vary by household 
size, going up to about $48,000 
for an individual, $65,000 for 
a two-person household, and 
$98,000 for a family of four. 
The amount of financial help 
varies by household income, 
with Vermont Health Con-
nect’s typical individual mem-
ber having an annual income 
just over $25,000 and receiving 
nearly $400 per month toward 
the 2018 insurance plan of their 
choice. Couples and families 
generally receive more.
  “We are fortunate to live in a 

state with such a rich social fab-
ric,” said Gustafson. “From in-
person assisters and state staff 
to community organizations, 
businesses, and town officials, 
Vermonters helped their neigh-
bors understand the deadline 
and get signed up for Jan. 1 
health coverage.”

Vermont wraps up 2018 open enrollment
REGION – State officials re-

ported that nearly 23,000 Ver-
monters had confirmed a 2018 
health plan and qualified for 
financial help to make the plan 

more affordable. Total enroll-
ment in qualified health plans, 
which typically includes 46,000 
small business employees and 
11,000 individuals who don’t 

qualify for financial help, is ex-
pected to surpass 80,000. While 
enrollment will be similar to 
past years, this year’s earlier 
deadline means fewer members 

will experience gaps in cover-
age. In past years, nearly 2,000 
members missed out on Janu-
ary coverage.
  The health insurance mar-

ketplace and its carrier partners 
are also urging Vermonters who 
had trouble completing their 
transaction at the Dec. 15 dead-
line to call as soon as possible. 

Vermont Health Connect appli-
cants - those who qualify for fi-
nancial help or have variable in-
comes that may qualify - should 
call 1-855-899-9600. Similarly, 

Town of Springfield received grant money to redevelop Woolson Block into af-
fordable apartments and commercial space.
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