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The Shopper

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Fairy House Festival 
marked its fifteenth year 
of celebrating the magic of 
Vermont’s fall season, in 
the fields and woods be-
hind The Nature Museum 
on Townshend Road. This 
year’s event was held on 
Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 
23 and 24. The gloomy 
skies did not damper the 
festivities, as visitors, some 
in costumes or fairy wings, 

walked along the Fairy 
House Trail to marvel at the 
details of each miniature 
creation.
  Each of the installations 

was crafted by volunteers 
using natural materials 
like stones, shells, flow-
ers, moss, and plenty of 
imagination. Families and 
local groups look forward 
to coming up with a new 
theme every year, and a lot 
of work goes into executing 
the concepts.
  Some of the fairy houses 

sat within whimsical land-

scapes, with rivers of blue 
crystals and pine cone trees. 
There were cottages with 
hydrangea roofs, with gar-
dens of sunflowers, mums, 
and feathers. A “magical 
fairy village” showcased 
the delicate construction of 
tiny books and bookshelves 
from twigs and wood 
scraps at the “flyberry,” an 
elementary school, park, 
and a “sweet tooth” fairy 
bake shop. The “Haunted 
Mansion of Doom,” cre-
ated by “The Ghost and 
Levangie Family” featured 

a tower made from birch 
bark and a clam shell. An 
apothecary called “Never-
more” sold “spells and po-
tions, books, brews, and 
more,” and was crafted out 
of bark, twigs, and walnut 
shells by Gemma Morgan, 
Victoria Whitcomb, and 
Christy Whitcomb.
  The trail through the 

woods above the museum 
provided a short fall hike, 
and children gathered 
acorns, bark, leaves, and 
more to create their own 
fairy house in the craft area. 
Or, they could choose to 
make a magic wand or fairy 
mask instead.
  The annual fundraising 

event helps to support The 
Nature Museum, as well as 

natural science programs in 
schools and libraries, wil-
derness days, workshops, 
summer camps, mushroom 
foraging talks, birding 
walks, and so much more. 
Since 1989, the museum 
has encouraged people to 
connect with, explore, and 

protect the natural world, 
and hosts programs and 
events throughout the 
year. The museum is open 
Friday-Sunday year-round, 
except for a short period 
during January when they 
close for program and ex-
hibit work. 

Fairy House Festival 
celebrates the magic of nature

BY PAULA BENSON

The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 

Shortly after selectboard 
Chair Peter Golec called the 
Tuesday, Sept.19, meeting to 
order, he asked municipal 
manager Scott Pickup for his 
report. Pickup’s first item of 
business was regarding some 
work the railroad had done 
near the river following the 
recent storm events. Pickup 
stated there needed to be 
some follow up to address 
the way the site had been left. 
“I’m not an engineer,” Pickup 
said, “but it certainly looks 
like they’ve changed some of 
the river course.”
  Board member Susan 

Hammond emphatically 
agreed, “Yes, they certainly 
did.” 
  Hammond said she lives 

near the site, and the railroad 
brought in a large excava-
tor after the July flood, and 
dug a deeper, narrower river 
course through that section. 
They also left a massive pile 
of rocks and gravel where the 
old riverbed and floodplain 
were previously. Two proper-
ties near the area had flooded 
during Irene, and the recent 
storm, Hammond relayed, 
saying, “and they’ll probably 
flood earlier now that we lost 
the floodplain.”
  Ultimately, Pickup said he 

would contact the railroad 
directly to try to get them 
to send out an engineer 
and explain what they were 
thinking, and to rectify the 
situation. Once that’s done, 
Pickup will report back to 
the board.
  Pickup then presented up-

dates on multiple proposed 
bridge projects. His state-
ment, that the town’s bridges 
would likely be under con-
struction, one after the other 
for the better part of ten years, 
was met with groans from 
board members and citizens 
alike. Pickup mentioned that 
the 2025-2034 10-Year Trans-
portation Improvement Plan 
was available to view and 
comment on, on the New 
Hampshire Department of 
Transportation website.
  The Vilas Bridge Rehabili-

tation Project start date has 
been moved back one year to 
2029, with a completion tar-
get of 2031. Funding is still in 
place, Pickup reassured, just 
the schedule had changed.   

  Regarding the Bridge 
Street Bridge Project, Pickup 
said the town planned to re-
apply to VTrans this fall for 
funds for the rehabilitation 
and repair of that bridge, 
currently under a weight re-
striction due to its deteriora-
tion. Pickup stated, “The util-
ity work on Canal Street will 
probably start in 2025, but 
the actual bridge work won’t 
begin until 2026.”
  After Golec restated the 

aggressive construction 
schedule, resident, board 
member, and president of the 
organization Rockingham 
for Progress Bonnie North 
remarked, “We can’t be in a 
situation where there’s no ac-
cess to the island.” 
  Pickup and Golec com-

mented that the timing was 
tricky, but the projects would 
ideally proceed consecu-
tively.
  The Rockingham Meet-

ing House rehabilitation 
plan will hopefully go out 
to bidders in January 2024, 
and Pickup said he’s been 
trying to pull together engi-
neers and architects this fall, 
so the town can get started 
on the project in the spring. 
“The goal is to have all of that 
done, with a rededication of 
the building roughly [sched-
uled] for July 4, 2026.”
  An official state effort is 

underway to review the is-
sues communities across 
Vermont are experiencing 
with local EMS response. 
Called The Vermont Re-
gional Emergency Medical 
Services Coordination Study 
of 2023, Pickup explained 
it is “a lot of verbiage” to say 
they are collecting informa-
tion, and will send their rec-
ommendations “up to Mont-
pelier,” so there can be action 
taken at a state level to ad-
dress the issues the Town of 
Rockingham and the region 
are facing. Pickup said, as a 
member of the committee, 
he is participating in a series 
of public meetings and will 
work to complete a full study 
and compile a complete set 
of recommendations. “I’ll 
certainly keep the board in 
the loop,” Pickup stated. “I’m 
hopeful it will give us some 
good opportunities to work 
with the state on solutions, 
because certainly right now 
we’re caught up in a lot of 
concerns about the way EMS 
is being delivered, and the 

future of EMS as we move 
forward.”
  The board considered 

the 2024 Vermont Histor-
ic Preservation Grant for 
the Rockingham Meeting 
House. Pickup explained 
that Walter Wallace, Rock-
ingham Historic Preserva-
tion Commission Coor-
dinator, had requested 
additional funding outside 
of the Save America’s Trea-
sures Grant. Instead, this 
is Wallace’s effort to fund 
some additional work, 
primarily to the roof, ac-
cording to Pickup. Pickup 
suggested they use the 
2025 meeting house main-
tenance fund to cover the 
local match portion of 
the grant application. The 
board approved the appli-
cation and appropriation 
of $11,800 from the main-
tenance fund account.
  An opportunity to move 

forward on a municipal 
planning grant for a bi-
cycle and pedestrian mas-
ter plan was considered, 
with Pickup mentioning 
that the planning com-
mission has reviewed the 
proposal, and supported 
it. Rockingham can co-
apply with the Town of 
Westminster for a consor-
tium grant in the amount 
of $50,000, and requiring a 
10% match from the town, 
or $5,000. If Rockingham 
chose to apply alone, for 
an individual grant, the 
available funds would be 
less, around $20,000, also 
with a 10% match. The 
proposed project is “a 
comprehensive and thor-
ough plan” with “a huge 
amount of public engage-
ment” that is looking at 
building a connected bike-
walk trail system between 
towns, such as Bellows 
Falls and Saxtons River, 
while prioritizing safety 
and efficiency.
  The Bellows Falls trust-

ees will hold a singular 
meeting in October and 
November, the tri-board 
meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, Sept. 26, and the 
next selectboard meetings 
will be Oct. 10, and Nov. 
7. Pickup said the select-
board would most likely 
meet twice per month in 
December and January, as 
they continued working 
on the town budget.

Rockingham considers 
bike-walk path plan

BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

Bellows Falls Union 
High School (BFUHS) 
recently announced the 
hiring of a new athletic 
director (AD), as for-
mer 2016 Oxbow High 
School (Bradford, Vt.) 
graduate Connor Bean 
takes over the position 
after former AD Ian 
Fraundfelder recently ac-
cepted an AD position 
at Harwood Union High 
School in Moretown, Vt. 
  A 2020 graduate of 

Union College in Barbo-
urville, Ky., Bean studied 
sports and recreation 
administration, and first 
worked at Northeast 
Sports Network (NSN) 
in Essex Junction, and 
then at the Clara Martin 
Center in White River 
Junction, before taking a 
position as the part-time 
AD at Craftsbury Acad-
emy in Craftsbury Com-
mon, Vt. 
  “I was previously the 

AD at Craftsbury, and I 
also currently direct the 
entirety of high school 
bowling in Vermont and 

have done that since 2022. 
I’ve also worked as a sports 
information director at 
Gameday Manager.”  
  As the part-time AD at 

Craftsbury Academy for 
grades K-12, Bean gained 
some experience at the po-
sition, while also teaching 
for a year. As it turned out, 
during his stay at Crafts-
bury, Bean was mentored 
by Fraundfelder. The two 
talked a lot at AD meetings, 
and developed a good rap-
port.
  Bean and Bellows Falls 

Union High School got 
thrown a curveball recent-
ly when it was discovered 
that areas of the school 
contained high levels of 
polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), which are toxic 
chemicals. The levels are 
so high in the gymnasium 
and adjoining auditorium 
that neither will be able to 
be used for the upcoming 
school year.
  “The issue has affected 

the sports schedule by not 
allowing us to use the lock-
er rooms, so we’ve had to 
get creative with the tents 
and other spaces in the 
building,” Bean said. “As for 
winter, if the gym becomes 

totally unusable, we are 
working on a contingency 
plan.”
  Another early task for 

Bean was having to hire 
a new girls’ soccer coach, 
Holly King, with interviews 
taking place a few weeks 
ago. “Holly is a great addi-
tion. She’s enthusiastic, fun, 
and energetic. She really 
wants to build a strong girls 
soccer program here, and I 
believe she has the ability to 
do so. It will be a multi-year 
project, but she’s in it for the 
long haul.
  “My short-term goal is 

to stabilize and build up 
all our programs, doing 
this through adding and 
supporting sports at the 
middle school level, and 
try to consistently bring in 
and retain talented coaches 
to help that process,” Bean 
concluded. 
  “I’d also love to bring in 

a student athlete leadership 
group, as I’d like student 
athletes to have more of a 
voice, and keep our student 
athlete graduation rates 
high. Long term, I have 
some visions of an entire 
renovation of Hadley Field 
and updating it for future 
use.”

BFUHS hires new 
athletic director

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Hospital host-
ed its 23rd annual Golf 
Challenge on Sept. 14, at 
the Crown Point Coun-
try Club, Springfield, Vt. 
Proceeds from this year’s 
fundraising event go to 
the annual giving cam-
paign to support diag-
nostic imaging and other 
medical equipment. 
  Ninety-two tourna-

ment participants en-
joyed a variety of com-
petitions on the course, 
in addition to 18 holes 
of scramble golf tourna-
ment play. A new GMC 
truck was up for grabs for 
a hole-in-one on hole 18, 

thanks to Springfield Buick 
GMC Cadillac, and $10,000 
was available on hole five for 
a hole-in-one, thanks to the 
Ludlow Insurance Agency. 
Those two prizes were not 
awarded, but the weather, 
course conditions, and work 
by the staff and volunteers 
made for a fantastic day of 
golf.
  Winners in the A Flight 

were: First Gross – Eric 
Abel, Bob Kay, Maki Ko-
bayashi, and Bob McPhee; 
Second Gross – Max Zur-
muhlen, David Laplante, 
Ray Grant, and Scott Arm-
strong; First Net – Ian Swi-
hart, Jay Stone, Ryan Smith, 
and Dan Smith; and Second 

Net – Jeff Perkins, Paul Ken-
dall, and Tracy Johnson.
  Winners in the B flight 

were: First Gross – Bran-
don LaBlanc, Brad Walker, 
Warren Larocque, and Cory 
Bergeron; Second Gross – 
Eric Warren, Ed Dunk, Rob-
ert O’Brien, and Stuart Cur-
rie; First Net – Mike Pinney, 
Collin Pinney, Gary Stea-
rns, and Walter Oaks; and 
Second Net – Jenna Young, 
Crissy Webster, Sarah Flore, 
and Jessica Flore.
  The straightest drive was 

won by Rick Marasa, and 
the closest to the pin was 
Bob Kay.  

Springfield Hospital Golf 
Challenge a success

Haunted Mansion Fairy House.
PHOTO BY PAULA BENSON

See GOLF on Page 2
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New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

$4000 
TAX CREDIT

Take advantage of up to a $4,000 tax credit! 

Install a Classic Edge HDX or M255 PE model 

to claim up to a $4,000 tax credit on your 
federal income taxes the year of installation.

Please contact Wes Smith for details

e�ciencyvermont.com/flood

(888) 921-5990

For homeowners, renters, businesses, and rental property owners 

rebuilding from summer flooding.*

LIMITED TIME
 

Flood Recovery Rebates

*Funding is subject to availability and eligibility. For the most up to date 
rebate information visit www.efficiencyvermont.com/floodrebates.

Income-eligible homeowners and renters: 
✔ Up to $10,000 for qualifying heat pumps, wood stoves, furnaces,

boilers, water heaters, and appliances

✔ Up to $5,000 back on heat pump water heaters

✔  Up to $9,500 back on weatherization projects

✔ Zerointerest financing up to $30,000

Businesses: 
✔ $1,000 for kitchen, HVAC, and refrigeration equipment for

up to 4 products (on top of standard rebates)

✔ Technical assistance

Rental Property Owners (with rental units at or below rent limit guidelines) 

✔ Up to $10,000 per rental unit on appliances and inunit equipment

✔ Up to $10,000 per building for central heating systems

✔ Technical assistance

Please complete all FEMA processes before 

applying to E�ciency Vermont’s rebates.

Learn more at  

e�ciencyvermont.com/flood

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

P&M Auto & Service

2015 Ford Focus SE
A/C

Cruise Control
4 Cylinder

Tilt Steering

2011 Subaru Outback

2015 Audi A4 S-Line

Cruise Control
AWD
Power Windows 
   and Doors
Automatic

Sunroof
Fully Loaded
Cruise Control
4 Cylinder

2016 Honda HRV 2015 Kia Sportage
AWD

Cruise Control
Sunroof

Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded
4 Cylinder
Bluetooth
Cruise Control

Quality Used 
Cars and Trucks
and Auto Services

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2016 Jeep Patriot Sport
Cruise Control

Power Windows
Auto
4x4

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

  The sponsors and raffle 
prize donors made this 
year’s tournament a fund-
raising success. The tour-
nament sponsors this year 
at the Gold Tournament 
level of $5,000 were Cov-
erys and M&T Bank. The 
Tournament level of $1,000 
were BlueWater Health; 
Connecticut Valley Ortho-
paedics & Sports Medicine; 
New England Retirement 
Consultants; NFP; Renais-

sance Benefit Advisors/Re-
tirement Plan Consultants; 
Sarah Vail, Attorney; Splen-
did Splinter Vacation Rent-
al; and The Richards Group.
  Sponsors at the Tee/

Green level of $500 or 
more included Bibens Ace; 
Christopher Ryder, MD – 
Connecticut Valley E.N.T.; 
Crown Point Country Club; 
Gilberte Interiors; Health 
Plans; Heritage Fam-
ily Credit Union; Image-
FIRST Healthcare Laundry 
Specialists; Infinitt North 
American; KGA; Kinney 
Drugs Foundation; Mack 

Molding; Northeast Delta 
Dental; QHR Health LLC; 
Red House Press; Richard 
and Carole Lechthaler; Rx-
Benefits, and Springfield 
Printing.
  The Eagle sponsors at the 

$250 level were Crothall 
Healthcare, Mike and Diane 
Halstead, and The Abbey 
Group. The Birdie sponsors 
at the $100 level included 
Leader Distribution Sys-
tems; The Fullerton Inn; 
and Voya Financial. 
  “Many thanks go to our 

sponsors and participants 
for their generous support, 
and to the staff and volun-
teers that organized this 
event. I am grateful to all 
who made this event a fun-
draising success,” comment-
ed Robert Adcock, CEO of 
Springfield Hospital.
  To see a list of all of the 

sponsors and donors of the 
raffle prizes, go to www.
springfieldhospital.org/
results-and-sponsors-of-
2023-golf-challenge.

GOLF
From Page 1

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Open Studio Days on Sept. 
30 and Oct. 1 are a favorite 
weekend for Vermonters 
and visitors who want to 
experience the best of the 
wonderful art and crafts this 
state has to offer. River Arti-
sans Cooperative in Bellows 
Falls has a huge range of 
art and unique handcrafted 
articles on offer. As one of 

the oldest cooperatives in 
the state, we are proud to 
represent over 25 members. 
This year on Open Studio 
weekend, we invite you to 
stop in and enjoy refresh-
ments, and browse all the 
many items – beautiful jew-
elry, knitwear, paintings and 
photography, handmade 
journals, soaps and candles, 
leather and wood items, and 

much more. If you make 
a purchase and mention 
that you saw this article, 
we invite you to take a 
free unique bookmark as 
well. You can find us at 28 
Village Square in Bellows 
Falls from Thursday-
Monday, from 11 a.m. – 5 
p.m. For more informa-
tion, visit www.riverarti-
sanscooperative.com. 

River Artisans 
Cooperative Open Studio

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

On Sunday, Sept. 10, the 
Springfield Lions Club 
held their 8th annual fish-
ing tournament at Hoyt’s 
Landing in Springfield. 
This year’s event featured 
a live “catch and release” 
style tournament, with 
prizes award for bass, 
perch, and northern 
pike. Proceeds from the 
tournament will benefit 
the Lions’ many philan-
thropic endeavors in the 
Springfield community 
and surrounding area. 
The Springfield Lions 
would like to acknowl-
edge the many anglers 
who participated in the 
tournament, marking a 
successful day out on the 
Connecticut River. 
  Winners in the perch 

category included Dale 
Squires, taking home first 
prize with a 13 ounce 
catch. Maureen Martin 
brought in the second 
place catch at 11 ounces. 

In the bass competition, 
Louis White took home 
first prize with his catch of 
4 pounds, 4 ounces. Don 
Randall took second prize 
with his bass weighing 3 
pounds, 12 ounces. The 
third place fish, weighing 
3 pounds, 18 ounces, was 
brought in by Ryan Roy. 
No pike meeting the min-
imum requirements were 
brought in. 
  The Springfield Li-

ons Club would also like to 
thank the following gener-
ous local sponsors, without 
whom this event would not 
be possible: Stanley Patch, 
Chroma Technologies, Ken 
Millay, HB Energy Solu-
tions, Alva Waste Services, 
Mascoma Bank, Cota & 
Cota, Vermont Dry & Cure 
Technologies, Davis Me-
morial Chapel, Imagetek, 
Willow Farm Pet Services, 
Wolfe Family Dental, Ver-
mont Timber Works, Green 
Mountain Classics, Pat & 
Debbie Ankuda, Gurney 

Bros. Construction, Bibens 
Home Center, Red House 
Press, One Credit Union, 
Brady & Donahue, Beards-
ley Inc., Springfield Co-op, 
Mike Martin, and Woody 
Stoddard.
  For more information 

about the Springfield Lions 
Club programs, donating to 
the Springfield Lions Club 
or Vermont Lions Chari-
ties, or becoming a Lion, 
please email springfieldver-
montlions@gmail.com, or 
visit the Springfield Lion’s 
Club Facebook page.

Springfield Lions fishing 
tournament

Louis White with his first-place 
bass.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – For 
those feeling challenged 
with changes in technology, 
individual tech help sessions 
will be held on Monday, Oct. 
2, 9, 23, and 30, at 12:30 p.m. 
and 2:30 p.m. A small group 
class, “An Introduction to 
Keeping Safe Online,” will 
be held on Monday, Oct. 16, 
at 1 p.m. This class will fo-
cus on basic precautions to 
take with your devices and 
data. Sign up by calling the 
library at 802-885-3108. 
  “Freedom to Read” also 

means “Freedom to View.” 
The library will be showing 
movies from Monday, Oct. 
2, to Friday, Oct. 5, that are 
based on books that were 
targeted for censorship as 
part of Banned Books Week. 
Movies will be shown on the 
85-inch screen TV. While 
the movie license does not 
allow publicizing the titles 
in the newspaper, they are 
listed on the events page of 
the library’s website, www.
springfieldtownlibrary.org.

  Children’s Preschool Story 
Time will start up again at 
the library on Tuesday, Oct. 
3, at 10 a.m., with the theme 
“playing with food.” Themes 
for other Tuesdays in Octo-
ber can be found on the li-
brary’s website, or by calling 
the library. Registration is 
not required for story time. 
Activities for school-aged 
youth are also being held. 
“Spoon Catapults” will be on 
Thursday, Oct. 12, at 3 p.m., 
and “Share a Spooky Story” 
will be on Thursday, Oct. 19, 
at 3 p.m. Library staff is in-
terested in determining the 
best dates and times to host 
youth programs.
  Readers and writers have 

opportunities to gather. 
Scribble Society meets on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, at 5:30 
p.m. There are book clubs 
on Friday, Oct. 6, at 3 p.m., 
Monday, Oct. 16, at 6 p.m., 
and Tuesday, Oct. 17, at 12 
p.m. Short story readers 
gather for the Page Turn-
ers group on the second 

and fourth Fridays each 
month, at 10:30 a.m., un-
less preempted by a holi-
day.
  Library staff will be 

joining in the fun at the 
Apple Festival on Satur-
day, Oct. 7, in the caf-
eteria at Riverside Middle 
School. Youth Services 
Librarian Jeni Clary will 
present a story time at 
10 a.m. Opportunities to 
create an apple-themed 
craft, make a button, or 
sign up for a library card 
will be available.
  Ben, from Claremont 

Spice & Dry Goods, will 
be at the library on Mon-
day, Oct. 9, at 6 p.m., to 
speak about “Culinary 
Herbs and Spices from 
Thyme Immemorial to 
the Present.” Expect to 
hear about the cultural 
evolution of a selection 
of culinary herbs and 
sample goat cheese. Sign 
up is required, as seating 
is limited. 

Springfield Library events

GRAFTON, Vt. – 

Among the many tra-
ditional fall events that 
people look forward to 
is the Grafton Firefight-
ers’ Tag Sale. Now in its 
42nd year benefitting 
the local volunteer fire 
department, this sale has 
become well known in 
southern Vermont for 
its variety and quality, 
as well as the many bar-
gains it offers. This year’s 
sale will be on Saturday, 

Oct. 7, from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m., 
and on Sunday, Oct. 8, from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., under the 
tents near the firehouse at 
711 Route 121, just east of 
Grafton Village. 
  Locals and visitors alike 

line up early waiting for the 
fire engine air horn to sig-
nal the opening of the sale, 
in order to search through 
the well organized displays 
of furniture, housewares, 
tools, toys, linens, small ap-
pliances, books, recordings, 

and much more. People 
have been known to re-
turn and shop the next day, 
when most everything is 
half price. The first day of 
the sale will also feature a 
food booth by the Grafton 
School PTG serving hot 
coffee, baked goods, burg-
ers, and more. Fire engines 
will be on display, and vol-
unteer firefighters will be 
on hand to answer ques-
tions. The sale will go on 
rain or shine.

Firefighters 42nd Tag Sale
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to o�er personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Green昀椀eld, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Dr. Blake Wullbrandt, DDS

603-357-6385

113 Railroad St.

Keene, NH

www.drwully.com

Always Accepting New Patients!

We work with all insurances, 

including NH, VT, and MA state insurance

Our Pleasure to Serve!

O�ering Gentle and Positive Children’s Dentistry

for a Lifetime of Healthy Smiles!
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Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774
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Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

“Mark Huntley’s in-depth knowledge of the 

market, investments, and most importantly 

his dedication to clients has been his 

hallmark... If you are concerned with your 

financial future, there is no one better.”

      – Tim Philbin, Radio host WJJR 

ATHENS, Vt. – The Ath-
ens Brick Meetinghouse 
Committee, in conjunction 
with the Athens Historic 
Preservation Society, is 
pleased to present “Turn-
ing the Soil – 260 Years 
of Vermont Agriculture,” 
on Thursday, Sept. 28, at 
4 p.m., at the 1817 Brick 
Meetinghouse in Athens, 
Vt.
  Join us to hear Roger Al-

bee, former Vermont state 
secretary of agriculture, 
discuss the major changes 
that have taken place in 
Vermont agriculture since 
the 1760s, why they have 
occurred, what is happen-
ing today, and why today 
there is a renaissance of 
the past. This is a pre-pub-
lication event promoting 
Albee’s soon to be released 
book of the same title.
  The Athens Brick Meet-

inghouse is historically sig-
nificant to the Windham 
County region of Vermont, 
and particularly the twelve 
surrounding towns which 
comprised the “Old Athens 
Circuit” – Grafton, Rock-
ingham, Townshend, Lon-
donderry, Weston, Chester, 
Acton, Springfield, Land-
grove, Windham, Putney, 
and Mount Holly. Circuit 
preachers from Athens 
traveled out to these towns 
to perform religious ser-
vices. Quarterly camp 
meetings with the Method-
ist congregants from these 
towns often lasted two days 
at the Athens Meeting-
house, which was known as 
the “Mother Church.” 
  This national historic 

landmark, located at 2 
Meetinghouse Road, just 

off Route 35, will be open 
for viewing the Meeting-
house sanctuary and ves-
tibule during this event. 
All proceeds go to support 
ongoing efforts to preserve 
this unique historic gem. 
Donations made to the 
Athens Historic Preserva-
tion Society are fully tax 
deductible and will sup-
port the preservation of the 
Meetinghouse.
  For more information, 

contact Sherry Maher at 
802-869-2141, or follow 
Athens Meetinghouse on 
Facebook.

Vermont farming 
history in Athens

BY RON PATCH

802-374-0119
ronpatch27@gmail.com

  Here is some in-
teresting Weston his-
tory. A few years ago, 
Ted Spaulding and his 
brother John “Gramp” 
Leon donated to the 
Chester Historical Soci-
ety countless items that 
had descended in the 
Spaulding and Marshall 
families.
  From Gramp came 

125 diaries. Gramp’s fa-
ther Edward was born 
in Weston in 1892. The 
diaries were kept by 
William Ryland “W.R.” 
Spaulding, Gramp’s 
grandfather, and other 
family members. They 
are very useful today.
  In October 1894, W.R. 

held an auction at the 
Weston homestead. Ted told 
me what he knew about the 
Weston days.
  The auction

  The photo with this ar-
ticle is the oversized auc-
tion poster for this sale. This 
poster offers us a glimpse of 
the property, and those days. 
It reads:
“GREAT SALE 
Farm Property Stock, Hay
Farming Tools, Grain, Etc.
WESTON, VT. WEDNES-

DAY OCT. 17, 1894. 
The Home Farm
  Containing 70 acres, suit-

ably divided into mowing 
and pasture, good wood 
lot with some spruce and 
hemlock timber, good ap-
ple orchard and a Sugar lot 
which will tap 350 trees. The 
buildings consist of a good 
two-story house, with ell, 
woodshed and a carriage 
house connecting. Running 
water at house and barn. 
Good Horse Barn, two good 
Cattle Barns with cellars un-
derneath, and good Sugar 
House with wood shed…
  Adjoining the above is 

another farm containing 80 
acres suitably divided into 
mowing and pasture, good 

wood lot, with spruce, hem-
lock and cedar timber, small 
sugar lot of 150 trees, and the 
following buildings: One-
story house with ell, wood 
shed and carriage house at-
tached, two Barns. Running 
water at house and barn.
  These farms have been 

carried on as one the past 
twelve years and make one 
good one or two small ones; 
are both in a good state of 
cultivation and within 1 1-4 
miles of good Cheese Fac-
tory. 
  Also, 100 acres of pasture 

and heavy spruce timber 
land known as the Chatter-
ton Lot, situated three miles 
northwest from said farm.”
  It goes on to list all of the 

farm equipment and live-
stock. I checked W.R.’s diary 
for Oct. 17, 1894. His entry, 
“Auction today.”
  Some years later, the farm 

was bought by the govern-
ment, razed to the ground, 
and is now part of the na-
tional forest. 
  Ted told me W.R. moved 

the family up Twenty Mile 
Stream, where they stayed 
with the Slack family a year 
or so. Then W.R. moved 
to Springfield, where he 

lived for two 
years or more. 
W.R. built two 
houses on Sum-
mer Street, and 
one on Union 
Street. The 
house removed 
a few years ago 
at the bottom 
of Hospital Hill 
was the Union 
Street place.
  By 1900, W.R. 

had leased the 
Henry Farm 
here in Chester. 
W.R. bought 
the Blasidell 
place and de-
veloped a liv-
ery and horse-
drawn taxi 
service. This is 
the place across 
from Smittys.
  W.R. died in 

1928, and was buried in 
Weston. This is the cem-
etery as you drop down 
into Weston from Ando-
ver. In 1931, W.R. was ex-
humed from the Weston 
cemetery and buried in 
Pleasant View Cemetery 
on High Street in Chester.
  “Why?” I asked Ted. 

There was a hot issue in 
Weston at the time. Some 
in Weston were pushing 
for a flood control dam. 
If the dam had been built, 
the Weston cemetery 
would have been flood-
ed. This is why W.R. was 
moved. I asked Ted where 
the dam would have been 
placed. He thought near 
Weston Island. It seems 
to me if it would flood 
the cemetery, the village 
of Weston would too be 
flooded over. Obviously it 
never happened.
  At the historical soci-

ety are all the records and 
diaries that describe the 
Henry Farm days, as well 
as the livery stable days. 
Of course there is Weston 
history included.

  Instead of an old saying, 
I offer this auction story: 
Bob Arbuckle ran an 
auction house on Route 
10. One Saturday night 
prices were low, and Bob 
was passing items with-
out a reasonable starting 
bid. A runner brought 
up a framed print of a 
cat. Bob, “Anna $50 dol-
lar bid,” then “Anna $30 
dollar bid.” Bob dropped 
down to “Anna $5 bid,” 
but no one bid. Bob said, 
“Put that cat to sleep.” 
Everyone laughed, and 
someone finally bid!

Some Weston history

W.R. Spaulding auction poster.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

W.R. Spaulding place in Weston, circa 1885.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 

Vt. – On Tuesday morn-
ing, Oct. 3, at 11 a.m., 
Vermont’s Division for 
Historic Preservation 
will help recognize the 
creation of the first Bur-
ton boards by teaming up 
with Burton Snowboards 
and The Londonderry 
Arts and Historical Soci-
ety to dedicate a Vermont 
Roadside Historic Site 
Marker at Williams Park, 
2242 Main Street in Lon-
donderry.  Donna Car-
penter, owner and chair 
of Burton Snowboards; 
Vermont’s Kelly Clark, 
five-time Olympian and 
winningest snowboard 
athlete; and many snow-
board enthusiasts and of-
ficials, will be on hand to 
mark Jake’s contribution 
to snowboarding and the 
town of Londonderry.
  In 1977, the late 

Jake Burton Carpenter 
opened his first work-
shop on Main Street in 
Londonderry, Vt. A small 
team of local residents 
helped him fabricate his 
first snowboards, and 
from these humble be-
ginnings as a backyard 
hobby grew one of the 
world’s most popular 
winter sports.
  Jake Burton Carpenter 

is no longer with us, as 
he passed in 2019. Nor 
is Jake’s original Burton 
factory, as some years 
ago the building was lost 

in a fire. However, many 
people who have played 
important roles in the his-
tory of Burton Snowboards 
still remain in Londonder-
ry.  To name a few: Jake’s 
first employees, Mimi and 
Mark Wright (Mimi also 
won a challenge to create 
Burton’s distinctive “snow-
capped mountain” logo.); 
Lyle Blaisdell, who played 
a major role in the devel-
opment of half-pipes;  Ho-
bie Chittenden, known in 
the early days as the “half-
pipe acrobat”; Ross Powers, 
winner of a bronze medal 
at the Winter Olympics at 
Nagano, Japan, and a gold 
medal at Salt Lake’s Win-
ter Olympics in 2002; and 
Hubert Schriebl, who has 
spent decades as one of the 
ski industry’s most prolific 
photographers.
  Following the dedication 

of the new Vermont historic 
marker, a reception will be 
held nearby at The Lon-

donderry Arts and Histori-
cal Society, 2461 Middle-
town Road in Londonderry.  
Here, people will be able to 
revisit Burton’s early days 
at a special exhibit, “First 
Tracks,” with memora-
bilia and photos from the 
late 1970s that highlight 
“pioneers” of the sport and 
capture the progression of 
Burton boards from their 
earliest days.
  Londonderry, Vt., is not 

known for much – except 
being a pleasant, small vil-
lage in the middle of south-
ern Vermont’s active ski 
areas. However, now and 
forever more, Londonder-
ry will have a “stake in the 
ground” memorializing the 
fact that it owns a unique 
history as the place where 
the first Burton Boards 
were created – an innova-
tion which seeded the de-
velopment of a new indus-
try and international sports 
movement.

Birthplace of Burton 
Snowboards dedication

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – This year is the 50th 
anniversary of Operation 
Homecoming. On Feb. 
12, 1973, 577 American 
prisoners of war (POWs) 
were released by the 
North Vietnamese and 
flown to Clark Air Base 

in the Philippines. Docu-
ments reveal that in 1972, 
the North Vietnamese were 
holding 1,207 American 
POWs. 
  Bill Morse, a Navy veteran 

and amateur historian, will 
discuss the fate of  those left 
behind at the Rockingham 
Public Library, Wednesday, 
Oct. 4, at 7 p.m. All are wel-
come.

Operation Homecoming

The original Burton factory on Main Street in Londonderry.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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WALPOLE, N.H. – Grow-
ing a farm with community, 
environmental, and finan-
cial sustainability in mind 
is challenging enough. Add 
on soaring fuel costs and 
the continuous impacts 
from climate change, and it 
can feel near impossible to 
stay afloat. We keep hear-
ing about how the Inflation 
Reduction Act will support 
infrastructure and farmers, 
but aren’t sure how to access 
those funds.
  On Oct. 2, from 4-6 p.m., 

learn from climate farmers 

Abby and Jonathan at Win-
ter Street Farm, 344 Winter 
Street in Claremont, N.H., 
who have built energy ef-
ficiency and sustainabil-
ity into every part of their 
operation. They’ve taken 
on several innovative proj-
ects, including passive solar 
propagation and panels on 
their farmstand, a com-
munity compost collec-
tion system, reduced tillage 
while maintaining rotation, 
a guard emu for their roving 
flock – his name is Edward – 
and a whole lot more.

  Walk away knowing 
more options for cut-
ting energy demand and 
building efficient systems, 
and about current local 
and federal opportunities 
for funding and support 
to get things done.
  Please register for the 

event at www.farm-ener-
gy.eventbrite.com.
  If you require assistance 

or have questions, please 
contact info@cheshire-
conservation.org or call 
603-756-2988, extension 
3012.

Energy Independence 
on small farms

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ed-
gar May Health and Rec-
reation Center is excited to 
announce that registration is 
open for the fall 2023 season 
of the Stingrays youth swim 
team. We are also excited to 
announce that Aquatics Co-
ordinator Julia Lamb will be 
coaching the Stingrays this 
season. Previously, Julia has 
coached her own club swim 
team in Tampa, Fla., as well 
as worked with National 
level swimmers. She has also 
assisted the Stingrays in pre-
vious seasons.
  “We will start the fall sea-

son getting to know each 
other and focusing on the 
basics,” says Julia. “There 
will be one or two ‘mini 
meets’ to reconnect with rac-
ing, as well as aerobic work 
for those who are ready. It 

is my goal for swimmers to 
have the space they need to 
work hard, swim fast, and 
have fun.”
  Prior to the start of the 

season, the Edgar May is 
offering interested youth 
swimmers an Intro to Swim 
Team three-week program 
from Oct. 2-18. Practices are 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 4:15-5 p.m. The prac-
tices will improve a swim-
mer’s technique, as well as 
increase stamina. Partici-
pants must be able to swim 
25 yards freestyle with an un-
derstanding of side breath-
ing. Space is limited, so early 
registration is encouraged. 
Interested swimmers do not 
need to be active Edgar May 
members to participate in 
Intro to Swim Team.
  The fall season will be-

gin Nov. 1, and continue 
through Dec. 22. Children 
between the ages of 6-18 
are invited to join our youth 
swim team. The team is split 
into developmental, junior, 
or senior levels.
  The developmental level 

is for beginning swimmers, 
or those that can complete 
one lap of backstroke and 
freestyle. These swimmers 
are generally aged 10 and 
under. Coaches will work 
in and out of the water to 
teach each swimmer proper 
swimming skills, with a fo-
cus on strokes. The swim-
mers will also progress to 
longer lengths of swimming, 
in order to give them the 
endurance they need for 
shorter races. Developmen-
tal practice is on Monday 
and Wednesday, from 4:15-5 
p.m.
  In the junior level, each 

swimmer must be at 
least 8 years old, and be 
able to swim 50 yards 
of each stroke and a 100 
yard individual medley 
(IM) with minimal cor-
rections. They will work 
primarily on improving 
proper swimming tech-
nique. These swimmers 
will swim longer yards 
and multiple sets to in-
crease their endurance 
while maintaining correct 
form. Practice is Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 5-6 p.m. 
  In the senior level, 

each swimmer must be 
at least 12 years old and/
or have coach’s approval 
to move up from the ju-
nior level. They must be 
able to swim 100 yards 
of each stroke, as well as 
a 200 yard IM, and know 
correct turns and starts. 
Technique remains a pri-
ority, with an increase in 
aerobic capacity training. 
Practices will consist of 
higher yardage, training 
a variety of systems, and 
strokes. The goal of swim-
mers in this group is to be 
well-rounded, capable of 
swimming a 200 freestyle 
and 200 IM competitively. 
Practice is on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, 
from 5-6:30 p.m. 
  Swim team participants 

must be active members 
at the Edgar May for the 
duration of the swim 
team session. Registration 
is available at www.edgar-
may.org, or call the front 
desk at 802-885-2568. For 
more information, con-
tact Julia Lamb at jlamb@
edgarmay.org.

Edgar May fall swim team 
registration open

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

The Vermont Depart-
ment of Labor is thrilled 
to kick off Fall Job Fest, 
a collaborative effort 
with key partners across 
Vermont to provide six 
in-person hiring events 
throughout September 
and October. 
  “It is crucial for the 

Vermont Department of 
Labor to help bridge the 
gap between job seekers 

and employers,” said La-
bor Commissioner Michael 
Harrington. “Through 
these in-person hiring 
events, we aim to empower 
job seekers to explore di-
verse career paths, engage 
with local employers, and 
find fulfilling employment 
opportunities right here in 
Vermont.” 
  This region’s job fair will 

be held at the 2023 Vermont 
Apple Festival and Craft 

Show, 13 Fairground Road 
in Springfield, on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
  All events are free for job 

seekers, and all are encour-
aged to attend. For more 
information about other 
job fairs throughout the 
state, and other resources 
for individuals interested in 
career services, contact the 
Vermont Department of La-
bor at 802-828-4394, or visit 
www.labor.vermont.gov. 

Vermont Department of 
Labor Fall Job Fest

WALPOLE, N.H. – Fall 
sessions of the memoir, 
as well as poetry, work-
shops with Pam Bernard 
begin the first and second 
week of October.  Edi-
tor, writing mentor, and 
award-winning author, 
Bernard offers an ar-
ray of hybrid options for 
writers in the area. With 
the Owl meeting device, 
the experience of tuning 
in from afar is markedly 
improved. Please visit 
her newly designed site at 
www.pambernard.com.
  The workshops ses-

sions, whether memoir 
or poetry, follow the 
usual structure: a craft 
lesson, followed by a 
free-write, and lastly the 
critique of participants’ 
drafts. These workshops 
are nurturing yet rigor-

ous, with an emphasis on 
craft. Participants learn 
how to be better writers by 
studying those aspects of 
writing that shape a suc-
cessful narrative or poem. 
The narrator in memoir, 
for example, or similarly 
the speaker in poetry, hold 
extraordinary power over 
how the narrative or poem 
is absorbed by the reader. 
  The issue of voice is cen-

tral to Bernard’s teaching. 
Katherine Clarke, poet 
and professor emeritus, 
Antioch New England, 
says, “Pam’s special gift is 
listening for the authentic 
voice of a writer to emerge. 
Her groups are designed 
to welcome and nourish 
this voice. When I began 
to write from my life, she 
heard me before I did.”
  Pam Bernard is author of 

four books, the most recent 
a verse novel titled “Esther.” 
A retired adjunct professor, 
she now devotes her time 
to helping writers locate 
and nurture their voices. 
She received her Masters of 
Fine Arts in creative writing 
from Warren Wilson Col-
lege, and bachelor’s degree 
from Harvard University. 
Her awards include fellow-
ships from the National En-
dowment for the Arts and 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council. Her newest col-
lection of poems, “Finding 
You,” was recently chosen as 
a finalist in the WordWorks 
Washington Prize.
  Please email pambernard-

writer@gmail.com, visit 
www.pambernard.com, or 
call 603-756-4177 for more 
information, including days 
and times.

Fall memoir workshops 
with Pam Bernard

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Join Author Barbara 
Rubin on Wednesday, 
Oct. 11, at 6 p.m., via 
Zoom, for a discussion 
of her book “More Than 
You Can See: A Mother’s 
Memoir.”
  At 17, Barbara’s daugh-

ter Jennifer is in a horrif-
ic car accident and sus-
tains a traumatic brain 
injury that sends her into 
a two-week coma. Once 
she awakens, a unique 
disability presents itself: 

Jenn lacks any traditional 
method of communication. 
Unable to speak or func-
tion on her own, Jenn must 
relearn basic life skills in a 
rehabilitation facility, while 
Barbara and her family 
struggle to piece together 
their lives, now forever 
changed.
  Barbara’s early years 

were spent growing up in 
small towns in Kansas, be-
fore her family ultimately 
settled in Missouri. After 
high school, she attended 

the local junior college, and 
later transferred to Truman 
University in central Mis-
souri. It was there that she 
met her husband Mark, and 
later earned her bachelor’s 
degree in business.
  This event is free and 

open to the public. Call the 
Springfield Town Library at 
802-885-3108 if you need 
assistance signing, up or 
visit our calendar of events 
on our website, www.
springfieldtownlibrary.org/
calendar.

“More Than You Can See: A 
Mother’s Memoir”

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Grace Cottage Family 

Health will hold two Satur-
day flu vaccine clinics this 
year, on Oct. 7, and Nov. 4, 
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. Pre-
registration is recommend-
ed, call 802-365-4331; walk-
ins will be accommodated as 
space allows.
  During both of the flu 

clinics, Grace Cottage will 
also host a food drive for the 
Townshend Food Shelf. If 
you can, please bring a non-
perishable food item.
  You do not need to be an 

established patient at Grace 
Cottage to get a flu shot at 
these clinics. Anyone under 
18 years of age must be ac-
companied by a parent or 
guardian.
  Most insurance covers this 

preventive health measure; 
please bring your ID and in-
surance card with you. If you 
are not insured, payment for 
your flu shot is expected at 
the time of service.
  An annual seasonal flu 

vaccine is the best way to 
avoid getting the flu and 
spreading it to others. It 
takes about two weeks for 
protection to develop after 

vaccination.
  The national Centers for 

Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) recommends 
that everyone six months of 
age and older get a yearly flu 
vaccine. People over age 65 
or those with any chronic 
disease, such as diabetes or 
asthma, have a higher risk of 
contracting the flu, and are 
especially urged to get the 
shot.
  Two different flu shots are 

being offered this year, one 
for those age 6 months to 64, 
and another for those who 
are 65 and older.
  Flu shots are also available 

at Grace Cottage weekdays 
by appointment. Call 802-
365-4331. Grace Cottage 
Family Health is located at 
185 Grafton Road (Route 
35), in Townshend, Vt.
  For more information 

about flu shots or the flu in 
general, visit the national 
CDC website (www.cdc.
gov), the Vermont Depart-
ment of Health website 
(www.healthvermont.gov), 
or call the Vermont helpline 
at 211.

Grace Cottage flu shot clinic
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Frederick H. Amidon Sr., of 
Springfield, Vt., passed away 
on Sunday, Sept. 17, 2023, at 
his home, following a brief 
illness. He was born on June 
6, 1933, to Walter and Marie 
Amidon. Fred married Bar-
bara I. Pockette on May 18, 
1957, and they had many 
happy years together until 
his passing.
  Fred was born in Rutland, 

Vt., and graduated from Rut-
land High School. He was an 
avid outdoorsman, and par-
ticularly enjoyed hiking the 
Long Trail and fly fishing.
  After graduation, he 

joined the Marine Corps. He 
was most proud of his ser-
vice, achieving the rank of 
gunnery sergeant and serv-
ing in the Korean War.
  He is survived by his wife 

of 66 years Barbara, four 

children, six grandchildren, 
and four great-grandchil-
dren.
  Arrangements are with 

Davis Memorial Chapel, 99 
Summer Street, Springfield, 
Vt. A graveside service will 
be held in the spring, and 
announced at a later date.

Frederick Amidon Sr., 1933-
2023.

PHOTO PROVIDED

S. CHARLESTOWN, 
N.H. – Thomas Gerald 
Frohock Sr., 85, of South 
Charlestown, N.H., passed 
away Sept. 10, 2023, at 
Applewood Rehabilitation 
Center, Winchester, N.H.
  Thomas was born Dec. 

07, 1937, son of Howard Ev-
erett Frohock and Gertrude 
Gladys (Stanford) Frohock. 
He was a 1956 graduate of 
Charlestown High School.
  Thomas took over his 

father’s Frohock and Sons 
camping sales, service, and 
trailer rental business in 
South Charlestown, N.H., 
and worked as a mechanic at 
the Flying A service station 
in Bellows Falls, Vt. He was 
a first cook and mess stew-
ard with the Army National 
Guard in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
and a job superintendent for 
43 years with The MacMil-
lan Company Builders in 
Keene, N.H. He was a Boy 
Scout Master and a Boy 
Scout Committee chair-
person, the president of a 
square dance group, and a 
woodworking instructor for 
a 4H group. He liked to grill 
food for Fall Mountain Re-
gional High School Future 
Farmers of America group 
functions and fairs. He en-
joyed completing wood-
working projects for friends 
and family, and he loved 
conversing with friends at 
local restaurants.

  His wife, Lois Eva 
(Bashaw) Frohock, mar-
ried Sept. 23, 1961, died 
earlier. Thomas’ brothers 
Ronald Everett Frohock and 
Charles Ernest Frohock, sis-
ter Barbara Jean (Blodgett) 
Frohock, and Thomas’ son 
Gerald Robert Frohock also 
died earlier.
  Survivors include his 

sons John Gerald Frohock, 
Thomas Gerald Frohock 
Jr., and Howard Everett 
Frohock; and grandchil-
dren, nephews, and nieces.
  There will be a graveside 

service on Saturday, Oct. 
7, at 11 a.m., in the Sacred 
Heart Cemetery in West-
minster, Vt. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the 
care of the Fenton and Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 
Westminster Street in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt.

Thomas Frohock Sr., 1937-
2023.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Tom Gramling’s extended 
family mourns the loss of 
a husband, father, grandfa-
ther, son, brother, and un-
cle, after he was taken from 
this earth unexpectedly on 
Sept. 21, 2023.
  Tom was born in Wind-

sor, Vt., on June 22, 1957, 
the second of Thomas and 
Lucille Gramling’s four chil-
dren.
  Other than a brief resi-

dence in Patten, Maine, 
Tom lived in Perkinsville, 
Cavendish, and Springfield, 
Vt., where he graduated 
Springfield High School in 
1975.
  Prior to being self-em-

ployed, he worked many 
years at Belknap’s Sawmill 
in Cavendish. Tom could fix 
or build nearly anything. As 
the circumstances required, 
he was a carpenter, electri-
cian, plumber, auto me-
chanic, and appliance tech-
nician. Whether it required 
burrowing in a crawl space 
or scaling a roof, he got the 
job done. Perhaps his favor-
ite thing to build, or restore, 
were relationships. Making 
friends was one of his many 
talents; many customers be-
came longtime friends. He 
had unique nicknames for 
all those dear to his heart.
  Tom enjoyed garden-

ing, making the most of 
even the smallest spaces, 
helping children create or 
learn how things work, and 
spending weekends at the 
family camp in Post Mills. 
In his younger years, he 
spent many hours on the 
dance floor, and gave more 
than a few disco lessons. He 
and his brother could bring 
each other (and anyone else 
lucky enough to sit in with 
them) to tears with their 
tales about growing up.
  Tom was good natured, 

gentle-hearted, and giving 
of his time and attention to 
both people and four-foot-
ed friends. From a young 
age, Tom’s gentle spirit drew 
animals close; he connected 
with them in ways others 
could not. After a long day, 
he could often be found in 
his recliner, with a cat in his 
lap and another snuggling 
nearby.
  Tom is survived by wife 

Sarah Tilden Gramling and 

their children Camden, An-
thony “Tyge,” and Kiearra; 
as well as children from 
his marriage to Christina 
Nowak: Stephanie, Thomas 
“TC” (Savannah), Hillary 
Comiskey, and Benjamin 
(Jasmine); and step-sons 
Benjamin (Amanda) Sidler, 
and Harrison Sidler.
  Tom is also survived by 

daughter-in-love Carolyne 
Falank, and his dear grand-
children Alexis Comiskey, 
Madison Gramling, Warner 
Gramling, Carter Gram-
ling, Rhyder Carnes, Kenzi 
Cram, and Fraya Gramling.  
  Tommy, as he was known 

by his siblings, is also sur-
vived by his father Tom, 
sister Dawn (Robert) Crary, 
brother Shane (Regina), 
and sister Phalia (Verne) 
McMoarn. Tom was a teddy 
bear of an uncle to many 
nieces and nephews who 
remember his massive bear 
hugs and famous upside-
down flips.
  He is predeceased by his 

mother Lucille, and son-in-
law Michael Comiskey.  
  Visitation and funeral 

service will be Sunday, 
Oct. 1, at Calvary Baptist 
Church, 156 Main Street, 
Springfield, Vt. Visitation 
will be from 2-3 p.m., with 
funeral service conducted 
by Pastor Malcolm Fowler 
at 3 p.m. Graveside com-
mittal, in a casket crafted by 
sons TC and Ben, will take 
place at Plains Cemetery in 
Perkinsville, Vt., following 
the funeral.
  For those who wish to 

honor Tom’s memory, 
please do so by making a 
gift of time as a volunteer, 
or a monetary donation in 
his name to a worthy orga-
nization.

Thomas Gramling Jr., 1957-
2023.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Springfield Church of 

Christ presents Song Fest
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On Wednesday, Oct. 4 at 6:30 

p.m., the Church of Christ, 972 Chester Road, will 
present Keith Lancaster, director of praise and har-
mony, and fellow musicians, as they present an eve-
ning of congregational singing. Songfest is presented 
to Churches of Christ churches, schools, universities, 
and multitudes of churches throughout the country 
each year, offering a mixture of classical hymns and 
new worship songs that are popular today. Those in 
attendance will be welcome to join these well-known 
musicians in their four-part harmony in an inspiring 
event. Their uplifting music will leave you humming 
along long after you leave the building.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Alan Lawrence Pinders 
reached the end of his epic 
life on Sept. 14, 2023, at the 
age of 94. Alan was born in 
Benson, Vt., on Feb. 4, 1929, 
and moved to Springfield, 
Vt., as a young child. Alan 
attended school in Spring-
field before joining the Ma-
rine Corp at age 17 during 
World War II.
  Alan married his first love 

Audrey Delong on Dec. 4, 
1947. After being honor-
ably discharged from the 
Marines, Alan returned to 
Springfield, working for P.J. 
Harrington Haberdashery 
as sales/apprentice tailor. 
Soon after that he was of-
fered a job with Furman’s 
Department Store to be-
come the men’s department 
manager, followed by store 
manager. Eventually, Alan 
became owner of Furman’s, 
where he worked happily for 
over 50 years. On Aug. 20, 
1958, (Allison’s birthday) 
the new Furman’s opened on 
Main Street, and remained a 
fixture in downtown until 
its closing.
  Alan’s greatest love was for 

his family, Springfield and its 
people, along with countless 
friends who he met along a 
trail, whether riding his mo-
torcycle or snowmobile. His 
lifelong love of motorcycles 
took him throughout the 
country, and most passion-
ately to Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Any rally, race, or ride, Alan 
was always ready to embark 
on the next adventure.
  Alan was named Citizen 

of the Year in 2010, and was 
recognized as the “Honor-
ary Mayor of Main Street 
Springfield” where he was a 
pillar of the community for 
many years. In his humble 
way, Alan performed innu-
merable good deeds for his 
fellow citizens, visitors, and 
people in need. Along the 
way, Alan was a member of 
countless clubs and organi-
zations proudly serving as 
the longest serving Lion in 
Vermont’s history, a lifetime 
member of the American 
Legion, 70-year life mem-
ber of the Springfield Elks, 
member of the VFW, and 
various business and com-
munity organizations.
  His heart was forever Ver-

mont strong; however, Alan 
spent his later years living in 
the Carolinas near his son 
Tom and his family, enjoy-

ing a longer motorcycling 
season.
  Survived by a son Thom-

as Pinders and his wife 
Lynne of North Carolina; 
a daughter-in-law Ruby 
Pinders of Maine and her 
children Renee and Brian; a 
granddaughter Kati Pinders 
Lambert (Paul) and their 
children Benjamin, Gabriel, 
Jacqueline, and Meredith; 
and grandson Alan J. Pin-
ders (Michelle) and their 
son Collin; Kati and Alan’s 
mother Mary Lacross; 
grandson Jeremy Pinders 
(Danielle) and their chil-
dren Gage, Jace, and Wynn; 
Jeremy’s mother Susan Pe-
terson; and granddaughter 
Dori Pinders Petriella (Da-
vid) and their children Ry-
ann and Emalyn.
  Predeceased by his wife 

Audrey, his children Alli-
son and Paul, great-grand-
daughter Isabelle Audrey 
Petriella, his sister Jayne 
Underwood, and brother 
Edward.
  Calling hours will be held 

at the Davis Memorial Cha-
pel on Sept. 29, from 5-7 
p.m. A Memorial Mass will 
be held at St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church on Sept. 30, at 
11 a.m.; burial will follow 
at the St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
Following the burial, a re-
ception will be held at the 
Nolin-Murray Center.
  The family requests that 

in lieu of flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Springfield On The Move, 
96-A Main Street, Spring-
field, VT 05156, www.
springfieldonthemove.net; 
Foundation for Angelman 
Syndrome Therapeutics 
(FAST) P.O. Box 40307, 
Austin, TX 78704, www.
cureangelman.org in honor 
of Jace Pinders (please add 
Jace/Alan Pinders in the 
memo), or a charity of one’s 
choice.

Alan L. Pinders, 1929-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Lynn De-
nise Reilly, 52, of Ludlow, 
Vt., entered eternal rest on 
Sept. 16, 2023, after a short 
battle with cancer. She was 
predeceased by her parents 
Thomas Reilly and Ann 
Reilly, and she left behind 
her brother Patrick Reilly; 
sister-in-law Kim Reilly; 
nieces Megan Reilly and 
Reagan Reilly; nephews 
Sean Reilly and Noah Reilly; 
stepmother Lillian Reilly; 
uncle Jack Reilly; aunt Gheri 
Reilly; and cousins Marcus 
Barnes-Reilly, Taylor White, 
Joseph White, and Shaun 
Reilly; as well as an incred-
ible friend group.
  Lynn’s life began in Queens, 

N.Y., on Oct. 19, 1970, and 
she grew up in Massapequa 
Park, N.Y.  She was a gradu-
ate of Massapequa High 
School, and later earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
from Adelphi University. 
  Twenty years ago, Lynn 

created a new life for her-
self in Ludlow, Vt.  She 
worked about town, includ-
ing at Okemo Mountain, 
the American Legion, and 
most recently at the Gas-
setts Group. Ludlow, being a 
small town, allowed Lynn to 
display her soft spot for those 
in need. If you needed some-
thing done, you called Lynn 
and she would figure it out. 
  Twenty-two years ago, 

Lynn became “Aunt Lynn” to 
her nieces and nephews Me-
gan, Sean, Noah, and Reagan. 
She spent countless hours 
visiting them all in Roches-
ter, N.Y., where she was con-
sistently the best aunt ever. 
Reagan was blessed to spend 
many summers visiting Aunt 
Lynn in Ludlow. Between art 
projects, Lynn would parade 
her around town on the golf 
cart proudly introducing her 

to everyone. 
  No matter when or how 

you knew Lynn, you quickly 
became aware of her ten-
dency to never hold back her 
opinion, and knack for tell-
ing it like it is. Lynn’s other 
superpower was being gen-
erous to a fault, combined 
with a “get ‘er done” attitude 
that benefitted all who knew 
her.
  On Saturday, Oct. 21, we 

will gather to celebrate Lynn’s 
life. Funeral Mass to be held 
at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s, 10 
Pleasant Street, Springfield, 
Vt., followed by a reception 
at Calcutta’s, 87 Fox Lane Ex-
tension, Ludlow, Vt.
  We invite you to make 

a donation to Black River 
Good Neighbors (www.
brgn.org) in Lynn’s memory, 
in place of sending flowers.

Lynn D. Reilly, 1970-2023.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALPOLE, N.H.
First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in the sanctuary, or via 
Zoom. For Zoom links, please call 603-756-4075. For 
more information, go to www.walpolenhucc.org or www.
facebook.com/FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 
US Route 5
Sunday services are at 10 a.m. in our historic church 
and on Zoom. For more information, call 802-518-
0321, email us at westminstercongoline@gmail.
com, or find us on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057. After church on Oct. 1, 
Soup and Coram Deo (in the presence of God) will take 
place. The topic is the Beatitudes. This is a personal and 
reflective approach to the scriptures. All are welcome.
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SPRINGFIELD, VERMONT

WATER MAIN FLUSHING NOTICE

MONDAY, October 2 – FRIDAY, October 13, 2023

Periodically, in Spring�eld, Vermont, we clean water mains 
of harmless corrosion and accumulated foreign matter by 
opening hydrants and allowing the water to escape under 
high pressure.  �e �ushing action is an important part of 
our program to maintain high quality water.

Although such �ushing may produce temporary discol-
oration, the safety of the water is not a�ected in any way.  
HOWEVER, we advise you to schedule clothes washing and 
cleaning projects at other times.

All mains will be �ushed between 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., 
Monday thru Friday.  During the time this work is per-
formed, IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE ENTIRE SYSTEM 
WILL BE AFFECTED.  It is suggested that restaurants, laun-
dromats, etc. keep their use to a minimum until water clears.  
�e water system will be riled and cloudy, but this condition 
will clear up upon completion of the work.

SPRINGFIELD WATER DEPT.

TOWN OF CHESTER

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO 

UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT BYLAWS
 
�e Chester Planning Commission will hold a public hearing 
on proposed amendments to the  Town of Chester Uni�ed 
Development Bylaws on Monday, October 16, 2023, at 6:30 
p.m. at the Chester Town Hall at 556 Elm Street in Chester, 
Vermont. �is public notice is given pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 
Section 4444.
 
�e principal purpose of the proposed development bylaws 
amendment is to implement reforms required by S.100 
(Act 47) known as the “Housing Opportunities Made for 
Everyone” or HOME legislation, to implement the recom-
mendations in “Enabling Better Places: A Zoning Guide 
for Vermont Neighborhoods” published by the Vermont 
Agency of Commerce & Community Development, to better 
de�ne uses including art studio and/or gallery, club, and bar/
tavern/pub, and to enable the approval of food trucks, food 
carts and food stands.
 
�e proposed amendment will a�ect every geographical 
area of Chester. �e amended Sections of the Bylaws include 
2.3 Village Center District, 2.3.1 Village Green District, 
2.4 Mixed Use District (was Residential-Commercial), 2.5 
General Business District (was Commercial-Industrial), 2.6 
Stone Village District, 2.7 Neighborhood District (was R-20 
and portions of R-40), 8.2 De�nitions, and adding 3.31 Food 
Trucks, Food Carts, and Food Stands.
 
�e full text of the proposed amendment to the Town of 
Chester Uni�ed Development Bylaws may be viewed at 
the Town Clerk’s o�ce and on the home page of the Town’s 
website at www.chestervt.gov.
 
Dated at Chester, Vermont this 21st day of September 2023.
Hugh Quinn, Planning Commission Chair

Town of Plymouth, Vermont

Request of Proposal

�e Town of Plymouth is seeking BIDS/PROPOSALS from 
quali�ed companies for 2023 Post Flood Paving Project. 

Bidders must be licensed and insured to perform road pav-
ing work in the state of Vermont.
Bidders must also have a proven track record of completing 
road paving projects on time and within budget.

A detailed bid package can be obtained from our website 
https://www.plymouthvt.org/

Bids should be marked “2023 Post Flood Paving Project” 
and emailed to clerk@plymouthvt.org or mailed to Town of 
Plymouth, 68 Town O�ce Road, Plymouth, Vermont 05056 
no later than 10:00 am on Tuesday, October 10, 2023.  
Bids will be opened and/or read immediately a�er the 
deadline in Plymouth Town O�ce Meeting Room. �e 
Select Board may award the bid at their regular meeting on 
Monday, October 16, 2023.

�e Town of Plymouth reserves the right to reject any or 
all Bids/Proposals. �is solicitation in no way obligates the 
Town of Plymouth to award a contract.

For any questions, please feel free to contact Larry Lynds at 
802-672-3535 or email femarepplymouthvt@gmail.com

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

HELP WANTED

MAINTENANCE WORKER II/TRUCK DRIVER

�e Town of Spring�eld, VT is seeking a highly motivated 
individual to �ll a full-time Maintenance Worker II / Truck 
Driver position within the Public Works Department. Re-
quires the ability to perform semi-skilled work related to the 
operation of trucks, light-duty motor equipment and manual 
labor. Must be able to make accurate reports of materials 
hauled and maintenance scheduled. A Maintenance Worker 
II/Truck Driver is o�en required to work independently 
and will occasionally supervise. Requires an understanding 
of job safety, a valid motor vehicle operator’s license, and a 
CDL Class B. Pay Scale of $18.25 to $24.94 per hour. �is is 
a union position with eligible overtime and an EXCELLENT 
bene�ts package. Apply at the Human Resources O�ce, 96 
Main Street, (802) 885-2104   (toshr@vermontel.net). Appli-
cations may also be downloaded from the Town’s website
 spring�eldvt.gov/jobs. �e Town of Spring�eld is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

HELP WANTED

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

Ful�lling Career as a Water Technician

�e Town of Spring�eld, VT is seeking a Water Technician 
for a full-time position in the Water Department. �e Water 
Technician is mainly responsible for operations dealing 
with all aspects of metering water, recording and maintain-
ing �ow data as well as routine maintenance of the supply 
pumping status. �e Technician must have the technical 
skills and physical capabilities necessary to deal with the 
daily operation of the Water Division. Must have a High 
School Diploma or GED with associates courses and expe-
rience relating to the Water Division. Must possess a valid 
Motor Vehicle Operator’s License. Must be able to acquire a 
Commercial Driver’s License within one year of hire. Ver-
mont Class III Water Certi�cation or higher required. Pay is 
$20.23 - $27.84 depending on experience, CDL requirement 
and certi�cations. �is is a non-exempt, Union position with 
an excellent bene�ts package. Applications and a complete 
job description can be found at https://spring�eldvt.govof-
�ce2.com/jobs. Apply at the Human Resources O�ce, 96 
Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@vermontel.net). Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

WATER MAIN FLUSHING

THE BELLOWS FALLS VILLAGE CORPORATION 
WATER SYSTEM WILL BE FLUSHED WEEKDAYS 

FROM 9:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. BEGINNING MONDAY, 
October 2, 2023 AND CONTINUING THROUGH 

Tuesday, October 31 .

SOME AREAS MAY EXPERIENCE ROILY WATER BUT 
THIS CONDITION SHOULD CORRECT ITSELF IN A 

SHORT TIME.

IF YOU HAVE PROBLEMS, PLEASE CALL THE 
BELLOWS FALLS WATER DEPT. AT 802-463-1232.  

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION.
       
Brian Joslyn
Chief Operator
Bellows Falls Water Dept.

CLOSING OF LAW PRACTICE OF 

MASSUCCO & STERN, P.C.

FINAL NOTICE is hereby given that the law practice of 
MASSUCCO & STERN, P.C. located at 90 Westminster 
Street, Bellows Falls, Vermont is now closed as of September 
29, 2023.

All �les, documents, and other materials stored or located 
at the Bellows Falls Vermont premises have been securely 
distributed or destroyed.

Please contact the o�ce of Dakin & Benelli, P.C., 
P.O. Box 499, Chester, VT 05143,  
802 875-4000, for further information.

TOWN OF SPRINGFIELD

HELP WANTED

Maintenance Worker III/Vactor Truck Driver

�e Town of Spring�eld, VT is seeking an experienced 
individual to �ll a full-time Maintenance Worker III/Vactor 
Truck Driver position within the Public Works Department. 
Desired candidate must have the ability to perform semi-
skilled work related to the operation of sewer collections. 
Must be able to make accurate reports of material hauled 
and maintenance scheduled. Operates Vactor truck and light 
duty motor equipment, and hand tools necessary to per-
form repair functions. Must possess all desired knowledge, 
abilities and physical capabilities necessary to perform heavy 
manual labor for long hours under varying and o�en rugged 
climatic conditions. A valid motor vehicle operator’s license 
and a valid CDL (with Tanker endorsement) is required. �is 
position is non-exempt and requires the employee to be on 
call. Pay Grade 16, Pay Scale $19.54 - $26.82 per hour with 
an excellent bene�ts package. Apply at the Human Resources 
O�ce, 96 Main Street, (802) 885-2104 (toshr@vermontel.
net). Applications and a complete job description can be 
found at spring�eldvt.gov/jobs. �e Town of Spring�eld is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer.

Town of Plymouth, Vermont

NOTICE OF ADOPTED TOWN ORDINANCE

Please note that the Town of Plymouth Select Board voted to 
adopt a Dog Ordinance on September 18, 2023.

Under Vermont law, the Dog Ordinance may be disapproved 
by a referendum vote of a majority of the quali�ed voters of 
the Town. In order to require a referendum vote on the ad-
opted Ordinance, a petition requesting a vote on the question 
of disapproving the adopted Ordinance must be submitted to 
the Select Board or Town Clerk. �e petition must be signed 
by not less than �ve percent (5%) of the quali�ed voters of 
the Town and submitted no later than 44 days from the date 
the Ordinance was adopted by the Select Board, which was 
September 18, 2023. If a petition meeting those requirements 
is submitted, the Select Board shall call a meeting within 60 
days from the date of receipt of the petition to hold a referen-
dum vote to determine whether the voters will disapprove of 
the Ordinance.

If no petition is submitted within the required time, the Dog 
Ordinance will take e�ect 60 days from the date the Dog 
Ordinance was adopted by the Select Board, which will be 
November 17, 2023.

Any questions about the ordinance may be directed to the 
Plymouth Town Clerk located at 68 Town O�ce Road, 
Plymouth, Vermont 05056 or at clerk@plymouthvt.org or by 
calling (802) 672-3655.

�e full text of the adopted ordinance may be found on the 
Town of Plymouth website: www.plymouthvt.org under 
Town Administration/Ordinances.

SEPT. 29 –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
2023 Terrier Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony will 
be held at the American 
Legion, 42 Rockingham 
Road on Sept. 29, starting 
at 6 p.m. Come celebrate 
the 2023 inductees: Stanley 
Budzik, William Burton, 
Brent Lisai, Mary Lou 
Massucco, and Edward 
Vancor. Refreshments will 
be served. Reserve your 
spot now by emailing kim.
wilkinson@wnesu.com. 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Bellows Falls Woman’s Club 
is sponsoring a public pasta 
supper on Friday, Sept. 
29, from 5-7 p.m., at the 
United Church of Bellows 
Falls, 8 School St. The menu 
will include a variety of 
pasta dishes, a salad bar, 
home baked bread, cake, 
and beverages. Vegetarian 

and gluten-free options will 
also be available. Proceeds 
will benefit the club’s high 
school scholarship. Children 
under 6 eat for free. The 
church is accessible to all; 
please enter from the back 
of the building. If you have 
any questions, contact Sally 
at 603-445-2527.

SEPT. 30 –

ATHENS, Vt. – The first 
annual Athens Chili Cook 
Off will be held on Sept. 
30, 5-7 p.m., at the 
Athens Community Center 
(formerly Athens School), 
28 Brookline Road. There 
is a small fee for adults; 
children under 5 are free. 
Drinks and desserts will 
be available. Paying chili 
tasters will vote to determine 
the first, second, and 
third place winners. If you 
have any questions, call 
802-869-2590, or email 

vtplntldy@hotmail.com.

OCT. 1 –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Sustainable Valley Group 
will hold their annual 
meeting and party on 
Sunday, Oct. 1, from 3-6 
p.m., at the Bellows Falls 
Train Station. The party will 
be speakeasy themed, and 
will include a 3-piece band, 
and an auction for the 
YMCA stained glass.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Food for Life Vegan Potluck 
will be held on Oct. 1, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., at the 
Commons Park, 63 Summer 
Hill Street in Springfield, 
Vt. All are welcome. Bring 
a dish to share that does 
not include any animal 
products if you can.

OCT. 4 – 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
AAPRCO private rail 
cars will be arriving on 
Wednesday, Oct. 4, from 
5-6 p.m. The cars will 
depart Thursday morning, 
between 6:30 and 7:30 
a.m.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Church of 
Christ, 972 Chester 
Road, will present Praise 
and Harmony, a well-
known group led by Keith 
Lancaster and fellow 
musicians in four-part 
harmony on Oct. 4 at 6:30 
p.m.. A mixture of classical 
hymns and new worship 
songs popular today will 
leave all in attendance 

uplifted and inspired.

OCT. 6-7

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – The 
Mount Holly Volunteer 
Fire Department will run a 
haunted hayride on Friday, 
Oct. 6, and Saturday, Oct. 
7, at Windy Acres Farm, 
2204 Old Turnpike Road 
in Mount Holly, rain or 
shine. Tickets will be sold 
from 6:30-9 p.m., the first 
wagon will leave at 7 p.m. 
There will be refreshments 
for sale, and a fire to warm 
yourself by. If you have any 
questions, please call 802-
259-2060.

OCT. 7-8

GRAFTON, Vt. – Grafton 
Volunteer Firefighters will 
hold their 42nd annual 
Tag Sale under the tents at 
the firehouse, 711 Rt. 121 
east of Grafton Village on 
Saturday, Oct. 7 from 9 
a.m. – 3 p.m., and Sunday, 
Oct. 8 from 9 a.m. – 1 
p.m. There will be a large 
selection of items including 
furniture, housewares, 
tools, toys, linens, small 
appliances, books, 
recordings, and much more. 
Coffee, baked goods, and 
burgers by the Grafton 
School PTG will be served. 

OCT. 7 –

CLAREMONT, N.H. – St. 
Mary’s Parish will hold 
their Old Time Penny Sale 
on Saturday, Oct. 7, at 
St. Mary’s Gym on Main 
Street in Claremont, N.H. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., 

drawings begin at 6 p.m. 
The grand prize is $1,500 
in cash ($1,200 if not 
present). There will be over 
300 prizes given, a free 
raffle for kids, and free 
door prizes, including two 
screen houses, two 32-inch 
televisions, a 20-inch Huffy 
kids bike, and a four-burner 
gas grill. Refreshments will 
be available from start to 
finish.

WALPOLE, N.H. – The 
Walpole Parent Teacher 
Group invites you to join 
their Fall Festival on Oct. 7, 
from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. This 
will be a fun-filled day of 
games, food, music, a silent 
auction, and more. Event 
proceeds will help pay for 
activities and residencies 
benefitting the Walpole 
Schools and community. 

SUNDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster St. 
in Bellows Falls, from 8–10 
a.m. All you can eat for a 
minimal cost.

MONDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School St. Ext., 
Bellows Falls. Dinner 
included. Call or text Sarah 
at 802-289-0045 or email 
sdoyle@springfieldmed.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays, from 7-8 p.m., 
at Parks Place, 44 School 
St. Ext. in Bellows Falls. The 
program is free. For more 
information go to www.
oa.org.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
on Mondays at 6:30 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

TUESDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting 
with Friends at Six Loose 
Ladies on the Chester 
Common, Wednesdays, 
from 10 a.m. to noon.

THURSDAYS –

TYSON, Vt. – The Tyson 
Ladies Aid Library 
Association meets the first 
Thursday of each month, 
typically at the Tyson 
Library. Lunch is served at 
11:30 a.m. and meetings 
start at noon. New potential 
members are always 
welcome. Please call Janine 
Norman at 802-228-8764 
for more information or to 
verify meeting location.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Support group for parents 
of pregnancy and infant 
loss on the first Thursday of 
the month, from 6-7 p.m., 
at Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, 6 Main Street 
in North Springfield. For 
details or to register, email 
dominiquer@sapcc-vt.org 
or call 802-886-5242 ext. 
258.

SATURDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Gassetts Grange holds their 
dance on the first Saturday 
of every month, from 1-4 
p.m., with live music by 
Green Mountain Express. 
Admission and food 
purchases are by donation. 
Call Doug or Donna with 
any questions at 802-591-
4290.
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

Art  Crafts Gifts & Workshops

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

OPEN Wed. to Sat. 11-5 & Fri. til 7

Artful Flea in the Alleyway 9/30 10-5

VT Open Studio Weekend 9/30 12-2 Lynn VanNatta 
10/1 11:30-1:30 Ren Brammer

Current Shows: Painted Silk Scarves by Teresa Hillary, 

Wonders of Fall by VAULT Artists

Flowers in Texture & Color Workshop with Julie Crabtree  10/7

Raku Pottery Workshop with Andrew Berends 10/7 & 10/14

Pet Portrait Workshop with Mindy Fisher 10/18

Still Life in Oil Workshop with David Gordon 10/21

Painting the Vibrant Colors of Fall in Watercolor 

   with Rob O’Brien 11/4

Joyful Calligraphy Workshop with Jorika Stockwell 11/11

See http://galleryvault.org for workshop details and to register.
(10/25/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-

tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 

clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 

care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.

mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-

ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 

flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 

State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 

802-558-5267. 
(11/15/23 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 

Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2024! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@gmail.com. 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 

Private Sites! 
(11/08/23 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 

802-226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, 

Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/14/24 - TFN - 52)

Cleanouts 

A BARE CLEANING
We do cleanouts of every sort, small and large. One room to 

entire estates. Free estimates, fully insured, lots of references.  

Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(11/08/23 - 13)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-

neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 

32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(11/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
• More Traditional Folk Songs from John Specker
• Stuck in Vermont
• Gov. Scott Weekly Press Conference
• West River Weather Guy Forecasts

Okemo Valley TV now has its own app on all of the main 
streaming platforms! Apple TV, Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Google 
Play, and mobile (iOS & Android)
(10/04/23 - TFN - 13)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks

• More Traditional Folk Songs from John Specker
• Stuck in Vermont
• Gov. Scott Weekly Press Conference
• West River Weather Guy Forecasts

$150 for 13 Weeks • $250 for 26 Weeks • $400 for 52 Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

• More Traditional Folk Songs from John Specker
• Stuck in Vermont
• Gov. Scott Weekly Press Conference
• West River Weather Guy Forecasts

AQUA AID  

SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 

PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks

Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal

Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

September 27, 2023

THM Property Management

129 Lincoln Ave.

Manchester Center, VT 05255

802-367-5252    802-367-5251

Hearing Impaired 1-800-545-1833 ext. 326

CHESTER APARTMENTS

CHESTER, VERMONT

GREAT TIME TO APPLY FOR 

ONE-BEDROOM APARTMENTS

This housing complex is designed for anyone 62 years 

of age or older or disabled of any age. 

Utilities, Snow & Trash Removal included

Laundry Facility on Premises for Tenant Use Only

Income Guidelines Do Apply

�e Town of Londonderry is hiring for a newly created 
Mountain Towns Recreation Director position. �e MTRD 
will be responsible for administering youth sports programs, 
overseeing Londonderry’s four town parks, and expanding rec-
reational opportunities for all residents of the Mountain Towns. 
�is position manages, directs, and provides leadership for the 
administration, �nances, and e�cient operation of all aspects 
of current and future recreation programs and Londonderry’s 
Parks.  We are seeking an individual who is highly motivated, 
detail oriented, has initiative, excellent communication skills, 
is able to e�ectively collaborate and coordinate with other 
agencies and programs. Previous job experience or education-
al background preferred. Full time, salary with bene�ts. �e 
application period will be 9/10/23-10/1/23. Background check 
and �ngerprinting is required if hired. To apply, please submit 
a cover letter and job application (resume is optional) to town-
clerk@londonderryvt.org or in person/by mail to Londonderry 
Town Clerk 100 Old School Street South Londonderry, VT 
05155. Job description and application can be found at www.
londonderryvt.org.

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FOR SALE
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Queen 
size bed with mattress and box 
spring, bureau, and two night 
stands, $400. Full size pineapple 
bed with mattress and box spring, 
$150. Maple kitchen round table 
with 2 leaves and 6 chairs, $400 
OBO. Call 802-886-4336, leave 
message. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
Full time carpenter’s helper, must 
have drivers license, $28 and up/
will train. Call 802-674-5892. 

Full time carpenter, must have 
drivers license, $34 and up. Call 
802-674-5892.

Seeking a Psychometric Technician 
and a Mental Health Clinician 
to administer psychological and 
neuropsychological tests and pro-
vide psychotherapeutic services at 
Twin State Psychological Services. 
Send Resume and References to: 
Twin State Psychological Services, 

P.O. Box 2003, Springfield, VT 
05156, or call 802-885-5719. 
Providing Excellent Services with 
Compassion for over 40 years. 

Are you a dedicated, responsible, 
and passionate person who is 
looking to contribute to a vital 
business for the community and 
visitors to the area? Would you 
be excited to be part of the newly 
designated Village Center of 
Plymouth? After a closure of 11 
years, and a long renovation, 
Chloe’s Market, formerly known 
as the Plymouth Country Store, 
will be back in business. The 
Store Manager is searching for 
outgoing, customer centric per-
sonnel to be a part of an amazing 
reinvention of soon to be busy 
business. Applicants must be over 

18 years of age (due to wine and 
beer license), have a passion for 
dealing with daily operations of 
a country market, be innovative, 
outgoing, and dependable. All 
applicants will be required to 
go through an application and 
interview process. Salaries will 
be commensurate with experi-
ence. Come join a fun team that 
is gearing up for success. If you 
are interested, please ask for an 
application and one will be sent. 
You can send inquiries for jobs to 
chloesmarketvt@gmail.com. 

Local Business Coach for Artists/
Creatives needs Virtual Assistant. 
Looking for help managing Email 
and IG/FB messaging for Creative 
Coaching Studio Website and 
Membership. $15/hr for about 

20hrs/Month to start. Apply at 
birdbranchandlantern.com/jobs. 

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 
only. Reasonable rates. Contact 

SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

YARD SALE
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Yard and 
garage sale on Sept. 23-24 and 
Sept. 30 – Oct. 1, from 9 a.m. – 4 
p.m. at 44 Baltimore Rd. and 
Green Valley Rd.

ournal

hopperLike us!   @VermontJournal
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To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 
how you help, just download this app and watch the 
story come to life!

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

802-463-9807

12 Country Club Rd, Bellows Falls

Wednesday and Thursday, from 4-9

Lunch for parties of 10 or more can be booked in advance 

Friday and Saturday, from 12-8

Sunday, from 12-6 

Reservations are highly recommended; walkins could be 

turned away due to volume of business

Please be patient, we make every dish to order 

Thursday Night Dinner for 2  $55.00  

 soup or salad + 1 appetizer 

 + 2 entrees + 2 speci�ed desserts

Saturday Night Prime Rib Dinner  

            - Queen cut 8-9oz  $24.95 

 with soup or salad + 2 sides  

            - King cut 11-13oz  $27.00

 same accompaniments

Wings are a buck a piece everyday

~ Booking Holiday Parties ~

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

WESTON, Vt. – “The 
show must go on,” and 
it will. In spite of flood 
damage to the Weston 
Playhouse, the renowned 
Weston Craft Show will 
take place as traditionally 
scheduled on Friday, Sat-
urday, and Sunday, Oct. 6, 
7, and 8, from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. each day.
  For 2023, the loca-

tion will be the Theater 
at Walker Farm, located 
a short distance north of 
the Playhouse on Route 
100, at 705 Main Street. 
The Weston Community 
Association, owner of the 
Playhouse and sponsor/
beneficiary of the Craft 
Show wishes to thank the 
Weston Theater Company, 
and executive artistic direc-
tor Susanna Gellert, for the 
use of this splendid venue.
  There is a fee for adults, 

with return privileges; 
those under 16 are free. 
There is free parking, and 

Junior’s Food Truck will 
supply vittles.
  In its 38th iteration, the 

Weston Craft Show contin-
ues to attract new talent; 
the 2023 show will intro-
duce six new artisans, two 
of whom open additional 
categories to the show; 

Kathy Detko will bring 
braided rugs, and 
Mark Madden’s unique 
wooden owls will be 
nesting in Weston. 
The Show provides a 
great experience for 
the craft connoisseur, 
as well as the person 
gift shopping for the 
upcoming holidays.
  Begun in 1983 by a 

small group of local 
artisans, the show has 
grown to become one 
of Vermont’s top fall 
attractions, garner-
ing “Top Ten Events” 
awards from the Ver-
mont Chamber of 
Commerce on four 

occasions. The Show is 
totally a volunteer effort, 
with local citizens lend-
ing their time and talent 
to ensure a great experi-
ence for both the artisans 
and show attendees. We 
hope to see you this Oc-
tober at Walker Farm.

Weston Craft Show

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – “What is it about 
a particular spot that 
makes us feel like we be-
long? Is it what we see, 
what we feel, what we 
hear? Is it the people? 
The scenery, or the day-
to-day energy? Probably 
all of those, but there’s 
something else, that one 
thing that resonates; 
that strikes at something 
deep, makes us stop; that 
allows us to observe and 
be a part of it all simul-
taneously. It is a Sense 
of Place,” says historian 
Gail Golec.
  “Bellows Falls, a Sense 

of Place,” is an exhibit 
of artwork by eight lo-
cal artists whose work is 
inspired by the unique 
geography, culture, and 
industrial history of Bel-
lows Falls. The artists 
include Charlie Hunter, 
Jean Cannon, Nancy 
Fitz-Rapalje, Arlene 
Scully, Robert McBride, 

Phyllis Rosser, Gregory 
Thorpe, and Kristen Feh-
renbach, who work in a 
variety of media, including 
painting, watercolor, sculp-
ture, and photography. The 
exhibit is open until Oct. 
6, at the Flat Iron Coffee 
House, located at 51 The 
Square in downtown Bel-
lows Falls.
  Curated by Robert Mc-

Bride, director of the Rock-
ingham Arts and Museum 
Project (RAMP), the ex-
hibit encourages individu-
als, businesses, and organi-
zations to think about how 
they have creatively devel-
oped their sense of place in 
relation to Bellows Falls. 
  RAMP is taking the op-

portunity to develop the 
theme of “Bellows Falls, a 
Sense of Place,” to reach out 
and include the community 
at large in a process of re-
flection.
  “To enhance the exhibit 

and offer the opportunity 
for people to participate in 

the exhibit even if they can-
not attend it, or after it has 
come down, RAMP is col-
laborating with historian-
archaeologist Gail Golec 
and Alex Stradling, director 
at FACT TV, to develop a 
five to seven minute video 
and text that captures the 
exhibit and the voices of the 
participating artists.” Mc-
Bride explains.
  Each artist has a brief 

caption on how Bellows 
Falls has inspired their 
work. The video effectively 
captures the images of the 
artists’ work, as well as the 
locations in the village that 
inspired them.
  Come and experience 

Bellows Falls through these 
artists’ eyes.
  For more information 

about the Rockingham Arts 
and Museum Project, visit 
their website, www.ramp-
vt.org. And with accessibil-
ity questions, please contact 
Flat Iron Cooperative Cof-
fee House at 802-732-8371.

“Bellows Falls, a Sense of 
Place” exhibit

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents a screening of 
Julia Mintz’s award-winning 
documentary film “Four 
Winters.” The film explores 
the Jewish partisans who 

fought against the Nazis 
during World War II.
  “This film is a testament to 

the human spirit of survival 
against all odds,” says Keith 
Marks, executive director of 

Next Stage Arts. “We love 
presenting a wide range of 
content through Next Stage, 
and this film is an extension 
of that commitment to the 
diverse options presented 
to our community. In an 
effort to not forget our his-
tory, this film supports our 
understanding of our shared 
humanity.”
  Torn from their families 

by the ravages of Hitler’s 
armies, men and women, 
many barely in their teens, 

escaped into the forests, 
banding together in partisan 
brigades; engaging in treach-
erous acts of sabotage, blow-
ing up trains, burning elec-
tric stations, and attacking 
armed enemy headquarters. 
Against extraordinary odds, 
over 25,000 Jewish partisans 
courageously fought back 
against the Nazis and their 
collaborators from deep 
within the forests of World 
War II Belarus, Ukraine, and 
Eastern Europe.

  The last surviving par-
tisans relive their journey 
in “Four Winters,” sharing 
their stories of resistance. 
Director Julia Mintz shines 
a spotlight on their trans-
formation from young in-
nocents raised in closely 
knit Jewish communities 
and families, to becoming 
fierce partisan soldiers with 
enduring hope, grit, mag-
nificent courage, and deep 
humanity.
  Featuring the photogra-

phy of Faye Schulman, par-
tisan photographer clad in 
her signature leopard coat, 
and through a fusion of in-
spiring and powerful first-
person interviews with stun-
ning archival footage, “Four 
Winters” uncovers secrets 
held for lifetimes, revealing 
a heartfelt narrative of hero-
ism, determination, and re-
silience. 
  This screening is funded 

in part by the Harold Grin-
spoon Foundation.

Next Stage Arts to screen 
“Four Winters”

Mark Madden’s wooden owl.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts presents a double bill 
featuring the Hindustani 
and Carnatic-influenced 
New Age music of Priya 
Darshini, and the Argentin-
ian chamamé of the Alejan-
dro Brittes Quartet, on Fri-
day, Oct. 6, at 7:30 p.m., at 
Next Stage Arts, 15 Kimball 
Hill in Putney, Vt.
  “A double bill of world 

music from vastly differ-
ent traditions gives our 
community perspective 
to the range and depths of 
world cultures,” says Keith 
Marks, executive director 
of Next Stage Arts. “Priya 
represents a flavor of Asian 
culture, while Alejandro 
brings a South American 

style. The two complement 
one another in that they 
help our southern Vermont 
community become aware 
of diverse musical tradi-
tions.”
  Born in Chennai, raised 

in Mumbai, India, and 
based in New York, Priya 
Darshini’s distinct style 
takes inspiration from her 
diverse cultural and life 
experiences. Rooted in 
Hindustani and Carnatic 
Indian Classical music, her 
improvisational mastery, 
and vast knowledge of mu-
sic from around the world, 
Priya’s music is elegant, 
tranquil, virtuosic, intri-
cately layered, and pushes 
compositional boundaries 
while effortlessly weaving 
her distinct multicultural 
experience into a unique 
and timeless musical tap-
estry. 
  Chamamé – just like 

tango – has been declared 
as an Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity by 
UNESCO. Argentine accor-
dionist, composer, and re-
searcher Alejandro Brittes, 
who is touring in the U.S. 
this September and Octo-
ber, has been declared one 
of the foremost contempo-

rary chamamé ambassa-
dors and innovators.
  Born of the centuries-

long interaction between 
ritual practices of indig-
enous Guaraní and the 
Baroque music influences 
brought by Jesuits in the 
Mission period (16th to 
18th centuries), chamamé 
can be conceived of as a 
ritual that seeks to commu-
nicate with the Earth and 
the Universe and maintain 
harmony among humans, 
through music and dance 
that leads participants to 
moments of trance. Often 
this ecstasy is viscerally 
expressed by participants 
through a “sapucay,” a 
piercing, spontaneous an-
cestral yell to release strong 
emotions pent up inside.
  In Buenos Aires, cham-

amé was discriminated 
against and criminalized 
for decades (much like oth-
er popular music such as 
tango). Alejandro Brittes’s 
parents migrated from the 
interior of the Province of 
Corrientes to Buenos Ai-
res, where his father was 
a pioneering chamamé 
event organizer, and his 
mother a chamamé radio 
host, both attending to the 

cultural needs of the rural 
migrant community in the 
city. It was in this environ-
ment that Brittes was born 
and raised, amongst the 
most respected chamamé 
musicians and ensembles, 
beginning his professional 
career at 15 years old.
  The chamamé guitar 

maintains a percussive 
mantra that is reminiscent 
of Guaraní ritual music, 
and the accordion – with its 
expressive power – employs 
its low left-hand to connect 
with the Earth and the hu-
man realm, and its piercing 
right-hand melody to reach 
up to the Universe and the 
Divine. Embraced danc-
ing couples circle around 
the outdoor spaces where 
chamamé is tradition-
ally performed, at times 
breaking into percussive 
footwork to accompany 
the music. The accordion 
evokes the bellowed Ba-
roque organs constructed 
by skilled Guaraní artisans 
in the Mission period, a pe-
riod that was violently cut 
short by the imperial aspi-
rations of Spain and Portu-
gal in the late 18th Century.
  Brittes’s latest artistic 

work is focused on explor-
ing, evoking, and innovat-
ing upon the ancestral heri-
tage of chamamé, which 
has survived great chal-
lenges throughout history 
to flourish today. Interpret-
ing historical repertoire 
created in the Missions, 
and original compositions, 
Brittes collaborates with a 
Baroque orchestra on his 
project “(L)Este,” and also 
performs chamamé clas-
sics and original material 
with his Quartet. Based in 
Porto Alegre, Rio Grande 
do Sul, Brazil, the Quartet 
is composed of Alejandro 
Brittes (accordion), André 
Ely (seven-stringed guitar), 
Charlise Bandeira (flute), 
and Carlos de Césaro (con-
trabass).
  Tickets may be purchased 

online in advance, or at the 
door for an additional fee. 
There is also a livestream 
option. Next Stage will pro-
vide a cash bar. Advance 
tickets are available at www.
nextstagearts.org. For more 
information, call 802-451-
0053 or visit the website 
above.

Priya Darshini and the Alejandro Brittes Quartet
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Bellows Falls, a Sense of 

Place Exhibit 

On Display through October 6, 2023

Flat iron Cooperative Co�ee House

51 The Square Bellows Falls, VT

Tues-Sun  (Tues-Fri 9 to 3 & Sat/Sun 9 to 5)

Charlie Hunter + Jean Cannon + 

Nancy Fitz-Rapalje + Arlene Scully

Robert McBride + Phyllis Rosser + 

Gregory Thorpe + Kristen Fehrenbach

www.fact8.com/news.php  

Show
CCrraftaft  
Weston

October 6, 7 & 8: 10am–5pm
Adult Admission $10
The Theater at Walker Farm
705 Main Street • Weston, VT
www.westoncraftshow.com

The Art of Fine Craftsmanship

At Walker Farm

RON PATCH

Buying 
Antiques

Photographs, 
Military, 

Clocks, Guns, 
Coins

802-374-0119

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

WEATHERSFIELD, 

Vt. – Weathersfield artist 
Robert O’Brien 
will be partici-
pating in the 
2023 Fall Open 
Studio Week-
end sponsored 
by the Vermont 
Crafts Council. 
He will be exhib-
iting new water-
color paintings, 
as well as lim-
ited edition gi-
clee prints, note 
cards, and other 
art related items. 
Open Studio will 
take place on 
the weekend of 
Sept. 30 – Oct. 1, 
from 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. both days. 
The event is 
free and open to 
the public, and 
r e f r e s h m e n t s 
will be served. 

Robert O’Brien’s studio 
is #60, and is located at 

2811 Weathersfield Center 
Road. Look for the yellow 

directional road 
signs to find the 
studios. Maps are 
available at various 
locations through-
out Vermont, and 
at the Gallery at the 
VAULT in Spring-
field.
  Robert will be 

part of a local 
tour (Tour Loop 
12) along with six 
other artists and 
craftspeople in the 
Springfield, Bel-
lows Falls, and Lud-
low area. Go out, 
take a drive amidst 
the fall colors, and 
enjoy viewing great 
art. Supporting the 
arts supports the 
local economy.
  For more infor-

mation, call 802-
263-9394.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
“The Farm Boy,” a feature 
film by local filmmaker 
George Woodard, will be 
screening at the Bellows 
Falls Opera House on Oct. 
7, at 2 p.m.
  When George Woodard 

isn’t busy on the 200-acre 
family dairy farm in Water-
bury, Vt., he turns his atten-
tion to making movies. 
  Woodard’s first full-

length feature film, shot in 
Vermont, starred Woodard’s 
son Henry as an 11-year-old 
boy. “The Summer of Walter 
Hacks” was a family affair, 
begun in 2004 and released 
in 2010, and was written 
and directed by Woodard. 
Featuring the sensibility of 
a 1950s-era coming of age 
story set in rural New Eng-
land, the film was shot in 
color and then transferred 
to black and white, the me-
dium that Woodard prefers.
  “The Farm Boy” is Wood-

ard’s second full-length fea-
ture, and stars son Henry 
as an adult. He plays Cal-
vin Dillard, a young man 

who drives a milk truck for 
his father in rural Vermont 
during World War II. He 
marries a girl named Mary 
(played by Grace Wood-
ruff) he met at a dance, yet 
barely has time to settle 
into marriage when he’s 
drafted and sent to war in 
Belgium. While in Europe, 
he meets another woman, 
Renée (Coco Moseley), and 
his experiences with her 
change him in profound 
ways. Woodard filmed “The 
Farm Boy” on his Water-
bury farm, parts of which 
resemble the pine forests of 
the Ardennes in Belgium, 
where one of the most fa-
mous World War II battles 
– the Battle of the Bulge – 
took place. For those scenes, 
Woodard managed to as-
semble a troop of World 
War II reenactors, some 
army trucks, and a bunch of 
fireworks. “It was a heck of a 
good time,” laughed Wood-
ard. 
  For Woodard, capturing 

the realities of wartime ac-
curately was paramount, 

and not just in battle, 
but also at home. “Most 
World War II movies 
don’t give enough home 
life,” he said. “A big hole 
was left in communities 
when men went to war. 
What Calvin left behind 
was just as important 
to the story as what he 
encountered in Europe. 
You can’t understand a 
character’s choices unless 
you know a bit of their 
history.” 
  “The Farm Boy” is also 

a bit personal for Wood-
ard: it’s loosely based on 
his own parents’ experi-
ences during World War 
II. “It’s a love story with 
action and adventure,” 
he said. “There’s a lot of 
heart to it, and it’s a lot of 
fun to watch.” 
  Tickets can be pur-

chased online at www.
bellowsfallsoperahouse.
com/whats-playing-2. 
For more information 
on “The Farm Boy,” visit 
www.hangingmudflap-
productions.com.

“The Farm Boy” at BFOH Studio open for Fall 
Open Studio Weekend

LUDLOW, Vt. – Ven-
triloquist Al Getler uses 
his sharp wit and skills for 
a show filled with laughs 
for audiences of all sizes, 
age groups, and perfor-
mance venues. He is per-
forming as a part of the 
Fall Into Winter Celebra-
tion on Oct. 8, at 2 p.m., 
at Okemo Mountain Re-
sort – Jackson Gore, 111 
Jackson Gore Road in 
Ludlow.
  Getler has been seen on 

Discovery and A&E Net-
work channels hundreds 
of times with his buddy 
Jeff Dunham. He has also 
been featured on Good 
Morning America, Fox 
TV, and other TV appear-
ances. He has entertained 
corporate audiences such 
as AT&T, GE, USA To-
day/Gannett Corp, and 
has appeared in New 
York, New York Hotel & 
Casino, Hard Rock Hotel 
& Casino, and more. 
  Getler knows family 

audiences. He was recent-
ly held over for one year 
at a top-rated Pocono 
Mountains family resort.
  “When I say family, 

along,” said Getler. “And 
teens play a key role in my 
show as participants on 
stage as Puppet Mouth Sing-
ers. The response is great.”
  After a recent theater 

show, a mother paid the 
highest compliment Getler 
can imagine when she 
said, “You even made my 
18-year-old laugh!”
  “That is the stuff I will 

bring to the Fall Into Win-
ter Celebration,” said Getler. 
“The entire family should 
be ready to participate and 
have a great time. And they 
should have their phone 
ready for pictures!”
  “Get there early, as there 

is limited seating,” said Fall 
Into Winter Celebration or-
ganizer Kathy Burns, about 
the day of the show, “We 
want to everyone to enjoy 
the show as we celebrate our 
wonderful community.”
  The #puppetmouth pho-

tos will take place immedi-
ately after the show.
  Visit Al Getler’s website at 

www.algetler.com.

Fall Into Winter Celebration
I mean the whole family,” 
said Getler. “My audiences 
span the entire spectrum 
including children, teenag-
ers, adults, and the grand-
parents.”
  His secret, Getler main-

tains, is to keep the laughs 
right down the middle. He 
uses a cast of his unique 
puppet characters, and even 
includes audience members 
as puppets.  Getler focuses 
his performances on lively 
banter along with silly and 
wholesome fun.
  “Just like the old Bugs 

Bunny cartoons, there are 
jokes aimed at the adults 
while the kids are laughing 

“The Red Schoolhouse,” watercolor by Robert 
J. O’Brien.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ben 
Boyinton, educator, writer, 
and media literacy scholar 
will present the next Osher 
Lifelong Learning Institute 
(OLLI) program, “We Are 
All Being Used! Media Ma-
nipulation in the Digital 
Age” on Tuesday, Oct. 3, at 
2 p.m., at the Nolin Murray 
Center next to St. Mary’s 
Church on Pleasant Street in 
Springfield.
  Like so many headlines 

today, this program title is 
click bait. It is designed to 
seize your attention by ap-
pealing to your emotions. 
This kind of rhetoric infests 
our news as well as our poli-
tics and social media posts. 
We will explore how the at-
tention economy and con-
sumerism work to influence 
our buying (and thus our 
lives), our politics (the life of 
the country), and our very 
sense of self (our mental 
health). Through dissection 
of examples, sharing of facts, 
and open discussion, we will 
engage about advertising 
techniques, the economics 
of the digital age, and the 
impact of social media.
  Boyinton is a high school 

teacher and has written a 
book for young people. “The 
Media and Me” provides 
readers with the tools and 
perspectives to be empow-
ered and autonomous me-
dia users. The book explores 
critical inquiry skills to help 
young people form a mul-
tidimensional comprehen-
sion of what they read and 
watch. He will share these 
basic tools with the adult 
audience of the OLLI group, 
helping us all to understand 
how the media tries to ma-
nipulate our thinking, and 
he will give us some tools to 
approach what we see and 
hear with critical thinking 
skills.
  Sponsored by the Uni-

versity of Vermont, OLLI is 
run by local volunteer mem-
bers and is geared mainly 
towards seniors who are 50 
years of age and over who 
enjoy learning for the fun of 
it. Anyone who would be in-
terested in this type of pro-
gram, regardless of their age, 
is welcome. 
  Pre-registration is highly 

recommended. We can no 
longer take any payments 
onsite at the door. However, 
if you arrive without having 
registered, we will not turn 
you away. We will hand you 
a form with instructions on 
how to make payment after 
the program.
  There is a membership 

series fee. Non-members are 
welcome and encouraged to 
attend individual programs 
for a single program fee. 
  You may view the entire 

semester programs by going 

to www.learn.uvm.edu/
olli/springfield. Registra-
tion can be done online 
or by calling 802-656-
5817 during regular office 
hours, Monday – Friday, 
from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
  If you prefer to register 

by mail, send your contact 
information (name, ad-
dress, phone number, and 
email address) indicating 
full series membership or 
which specific programs 
you wish to attend, with 
your check made out to 
University of Vermont-
OLLI to: OLLI at UVM, 
23 Mansfield Ave, Burl-
ington, VT 05401. 
  If there are weather 

related changes, you can 
check the website on the 
morning of the program.
  The University of Ver-

mont expects all partici-
pants at UVM sponsored 
non-credit events, includ-
ing OLLI, will be vacci-
nated. Masks are optional. 

Media 
Manipulation in 
the Digital Age
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Ludlow Harvest Fair

Where Books Find Readers!

NEW HAMPSHIRE AND VERMONT’S

JEEP WRANGLER HEADQUARTERS

5 River Road, Claremont, NH

www.cdjrofclaremont.com 603-543-0188

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS!

Ford of Claremont
FordOfClaremont.com    603-542-9800

NOBODY SELLS FOR LESS

NOBODY HAS MORE INVENTORY!

190 MAIN STREET, LUDLOW  •  WWW.GAMEBIRDLUDLOW.COM  •  802-975-0155

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

Knight Tubs Pools & Spas 
11 Main Street • Ludlow, Vermont
802-228-2260 • knighttubs.com

Enjoy the Ludlow Harvest Fair!

Shop at your 
Local Hardware Store!

Hardware - Lumber - Kitchen - More

(802) 228-4665

182 Pleasant St.

Ludlow, VT 05149

Open Mon-Fri 7-5, Sat 7-3

Enjoy the Harvest Fair!

Ludlow Insurance Agency, Inc.

802-228-8823

150 Main St, Ludlow, VT

   the 39th Annual Ludlow PTG

 Harvest Fair
  Saturday, Sept. 30, 2023
10am - 4pm on the Black River Expeditionary School 

front lawn (formerly Black River High School) Ludlow, VT

Crafters, Artists, Musicians, 
and Food Vendors!

The Ludlow Elementary School PTG is hosting their 
successful Harvest Fair, which will be located  

entirely outside, rain or shine!

Doodoo Bingo!  
It has always been a massive success!

To sign up as a vendor, or for more information
Email: LudlowPTG@gmail.com

Call or Text Courtney: 603-219-3491 
www.Facebook.com/LudlowVTHarvestFair

Please join us for

Saturday, Sept. 30, from 10 am – 4 pm
Black River Expeditionary School

VENDORS
Lori Towne, Lori’s Luxurious 
Nails and More

Duane Perkins, Jamaican 
Jewelz Catering LLC

Deborahlee Adams, Gran-
Debra Farms

Christine Chapman, Chris’ 
Quilts

Andrea Lawlor, The New 
Line

Peter Hadeka, Peter’s Folly 
Farm

Eileen Dick, Esdee

Ashley Lawlor & Rachel Ells 
Ashley Taylor Art ft. Love 
Monsters

Julie Peltier, Rag Bag 
Design

Laurene Dickinson, Green 
Mountain Crafter

Joel Zalagens, Jackie’s 
Bakeshop

Helen Sterling, Villa 
Boutique North

Ted Nutting, Ted’s Wicked 
BBQ Sauces

Melissa Batchelder

Sarah Tate, Jaida and 
Aubrey

Heather O’hara, Angel 
Bones

Amy Downing, Daisy’s 
Candles & Scents

Bob Patterson, Woodworker

Jason and Rachel Naugler, 
Scentsy

Jill Potwin, Charmed 
Creations

Sarah West, Basement 
Threadz

Kelly Hopkins, Singing 
Stones Jewelry

Maria Ferraro, Pop’s Biscotti 
and Chocolates

Vendors line the walkway of the school. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

Farm animal doodoo Bingo!
PHOTO PROVIDED

Goats and other attractions. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – “A 
Celebration of All Things 
Fall” is a special show of 
hand-painted flowing silk 
scarves by guest artist Tere-
sa Flowers at Gallery at the 
VAULT, on view until Oct. 

13.
  Terri brings this latest 

selection of original hand-
painted designs from her 
studio in Lincolnshire, Eng-
land. Her work is on display 
in galleries around the U.K., 

and exclusively available 
at VAULT. They really are 
beautiful, and a fabulous 
way to add the new sea-
son’s colors to your ward-
robe.
  For more information, 

please call 802-
885-7111, email 
galleryvault@
v e r m o n t e l .
net, or come 
into Gallery at 
the VAULT, 68 
Main Street in 
Springfield. The 
gallery is open 
We d n e s d a y, 
Thursday, and 
Saturday, 11 
a.m. – 5 p.m., 
and Friday, 11 
a.m. – 7 p.m. 
You can also 
find the gal-
lery online on 
Facebook, or 
at www.gal-
leryvault.org.

MOUNT HOLLY, 

Vt. – The Mount 
Holly Community 
Association invites 
you to come cel-
ebrate autumn at 
their annual Cider 
Days on Saturday, 
Oct. 7, from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m., and 
Sunday, Oct. 8, 
from 12-4 p.m., on 
the Belmont Green.
  Of course, the 

fun starts with 
apples. You can 
watch fresh cider 
being made on 
an antique apple 
press, and enjoy the 
fresh pressed cider (hot 
or cold) along with a 
cider donut, home-
baked apple pie, or crisp 
topped with ice cream. 
You can even pick up a 
gallon of fresh cider to 
take home. And there’s 
plenty of non-apple fun 
to enjoy too; Cider Days 
features live music, food, 
beer, and crafts vendors, 

a library book sale, and 
more to enjoy as you take 
in the fall colors in our his-
toric village. You can also 
learn more about town at 
the Mount Holly Museum, 
right next to the Green. 
  Highlights this year in-

clude Karma Sanctuary, 
providing a petting zoo 
for animal lovers, and the 
ever-popular cow plop 
contest starring Miss Lib-
erty from Dairy Aire Farm. 

Visitors can also come and 
cast a ballot in our local 
photo contest. The win-
ning entries will be fea-
tured in the Mount Holly 
2025 calendar.
  Belmont Cider Days has 

been ranked as one of the 
top fall events in the state 
of Vermont. For further 
information, check out the 
Mount Holly Community 
Association website, www.
mhcavt.org, or their Face-
book page.
  Belmont may be tucked 

away off the numbered 
roads, but it’s easy to find. 
From Route 103, turn left 
at the flashing light if com-
ing from Ludlow, or right 
if coming from Rutland. 
If you’re driving up Route 
155, turn at the Belmont 
sign. Either way, head up 
the hill, find a place to park, 
and stroll through Belmont 
Village to the Belmont Bap-
tist Church Green, just like 
the folks did so many years 
ago when they brought 
their apples to be pressed.

Belmont Cider DaysGallery at the VAULT 
celebrates fall

Teresa Flowers’ fall scarves on display.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Fresh pressed cider.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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