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WESTON, Vt. – Damp 
weather on Saturday, Dec. 
3 failed to dampen spirits 
at the 37th Christmas in 
Weston holiday celebration. 
Despite rainy conditions, 
many families turned out 
to enjoy a full afternoon of 
activities and events for peo-
ple of all ages throughout 
town. This year’s schedule 
of events featured the return 
of some much-loved activi-
ties that had been sidelined 
since 2019 due to pandemic 
limitations, and the con-
tinuation of new hits like 
the Weston Winter Cabaret 
produced by the Weston 

Theater Company and the 
fantastic fireworks display 
sponsored by The Vermont 
Country Store.
  Children shared their 

Christmas wishes with Santa 
and Mrs. Claus at the Village 
Christmas Shop before vis-
iting the Weston Playhouse 
where The Little School of-
fered crafts and storybook 
readings of “’Twas the Night 
Before Christmas.”
  Familiar Christmas melo-

dies floated through the air 
at a gathering of young and 
old at the Church on the Hill 
and later on the Green led by 
the Burr & Burton Academy 

carolers. Of course, festive 
food featured prominently 
with cookie decorating at 
the Farrar-Mansur Muse-
um, and sales of Christmas 
cookies and hot cocoa that 
benefitted The Little School 
and Weston Volunteer Fire 
Department. Local food 
trucks offering tempting 
snacks and lunch proved to 
be a popular addition this 
year as well.
  The afternoon was capped 

off with Santa Claus lighting 
the Christmas tree in the 
bandstand, and a crescendo 
of fireworks that burst over 
the Weston Playhouse de-

lighted the crowd gathered 
‘round.
  Christmas In Weston is 

a heartwarming example of 
many people and organiza-
tions in Weston that plan 
throughout the year for this 
event, including Weston 
Volunteer Fire Department, 
The Little School, Wilder 
Memorial Library, Church 
on the Hill, Old Parish 
Church, Weston Commu-
nity Association, Weston 
Planning Commission, 
Weston Theater Company, 
and The Vermont Country 
Store. We’re already talking 
about next year!

The 37th Christmas in Weston, festive and fun

BY IAN BARD

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
Ludlow Selectboard met 
on Dec. 5 in the Ludlow 
Town Hall, the majority 
of the meeting was spent 
reviewing town depart-
ment budgets. The police 
and fire departments, 
lister’s office, and trans-
fer station all had people 
present to represent them 
and their budgets.
  Police Chief Jeffrey Bill-

ings presented the budget 
for the police department 
to the board. There was 
little change from previ-
ous years. Members of 
the board inquired as to 
if the department had any 
need to replace some of 
the cameras it had, such 
as body or cruiser cams. 
It was decided that that 
would be discussed again 
in the future months. 
  Fire Chief Pete Kolenda 

represented the fire de-
partment to the board. 
He explained the depart-
ment’s desire to compen-
sate the members for the 
training they attended. 
They are already com-
pensated for calls they 
go on, as well as monthly 
meetings they attend. 
Kolenda also stated the 
department’s desire to re-
imburse members for gas 
when they take classes 
such as Firefighter I and 
II, as these classes ben-
efit the department and 

can be all over the state with 
ample travel required. The 
members of the selectboard 
liked all of the changes Ko-
lenda suggested. Kolenda 
also brought up how the de-
partment will most likely be 
putting a request for a bond 
in front of the selectboard in 
coming months for the pur-
chase of a new engine for 
the department’s main fire 
truck. 
  The manager of the Lud-

low Transfer Station, Patti 
Potter, discussed the little 
changes in their budget. She 
made mention of an out-
door scale that was added 
to improve the current one. 
There was also talk between 
Potter and the board on the 
possibility of expanding the 
swap shop at the station, al-
though no official motion 
was made. 
  The lister’s department 

sent two individuals to the 
board meeting to discuss 
their budget. They ex-
plained how the department 
expected revenue to grow 
again next year. The one 
main budgetary change they 
had was due to a new online 
system going up that may 
require an “implementation 
charge” of $2,000-$4,000. 
The change in the budget 
was to account for this pos-
sible expense. 
  Municipal Manager 

Scott Murphy discussed the 
town’s administrative bud-
get as well as the town clerk’s 
budget. He mentioned a cut 
in the funding for BRACC, 

as the organization is now 
based more in Chester than 
it is in Ludlow. It was dis-
cussed how more money 
should be allocated to Oke-
mo Valley TV for the work 
they have done to get these 
meetings online, and for the 
future work they need to do, 
no official motion was made 
on this. 
  The town received a sec-

ond check relating to an opi-
oid settlement, it was decid-
ed this money would be sent 
to Divided Sky and Turning 
Point in Springfield.
  Multiple citizens came 

forward seeking clarifica-
tion on the board’s previous 
decision to approve the cre-
ation of a rental registry. The 
board members explained 
that rather than have a hard 
plan for policy in mind, the 
first step is to gather the 
data necessary to inform the 
town and village, so they can 
then think about the options 
for proceeding. 
  There was a discussion on 

the town hall parking lot in 
regards to the actual own-
ers and current negotiations 
between them and the town. 
There were no motions 
made, but it was decided 
that Murphy will follow up 
with the parties involved.
  It was mentioned that the 

town is still involved in mul-
tiple lawsuits, although little 
specific detail was provided.
  The board will meet again 

on Dec. 19 at 6 p.m. to finish 
discussing the town depart-
ment budgets. 

Ludlow Selectboard 
discusses town budgets

BY PAULA BENSON

The Vermont Journal

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Select-
board Chair Jay Kullman’s 
first announcement on Dec. 
5 was that the board had 
posted notices advertising 
for a new town clerk, as was 
agreed upon in the last meet-
ing. Unfortunately, they’d re-
ceived no applications thus 
far.
  Kullman also said discus-

sion at the previous meeting 
determined the clerk posi-
tion should be an appointed 
one, rather than elected, 
and in order to make that 
change, the proposal would 
have to be presented in an 
article, “asking the voters to 
allow [the board] to appoint 
someone to the position.”
  There was still the ques-

tion of whether the position 
had to be filled by a Plym-
outh resident or not. Kull-
man and others restated the 
policy could really limit the 
town’s ability to find the best 
candidate. Kullman said he 
thought the rule was a state 
statute, and if they wanted 
to revise it, they would have 
to go through a “charter,” 
approved by the state legis-
lature. 
  Preliminary discussion 

about the town budget was 
presented by Kullman, for 
the 2023-2024 fiscal year, 
based on the recent audit. 
Kullman noted, “This is just 
the first pass at the budget. 
Some things still need more 
clear answers.” He said they 
were reviewing and working 
to further clarify those items.
  Treasurer Elaine Pauley 

said the budget will be pub-
lished in the town’s annual 
report, and by law must be in 
hands of the voters 10 days 
before the town meeting in 
March 2023, and hopefully 
much sooner than that. 
  Kullman mentioned that 

the sheriff ’s and fire depart-
ment had exceeded esti-
mated expenses, and that the 
fire department is currently 
in need of a new fire truck. 
He didn’t think they would 
get a grant, so suggested the 
board possibly consider rais-
ing money for that. It was 
unclear if that budget would 
impact taxes. 
  Wrapping up the budget 

discussion, the board said it 
will regroup and review the 
areas still in question. Since 
Kullman and Pauley had 

worked on finalizing this 
version of the budget, Kull-
man felt confident the num-
bers were accurate, and they 
represented the town’s cur-
rent fiscal situation.
  Board member Rick Ka-

minski reported that the 
highway department had 
made the decision to re-
place its front-end loader 
and he presented the board 
with two quotes. The board 
reviewed and compared the 
quotes, trade in offers, and 
warrantees, and decided to 
go with the lower of the two, 
and the same brand as the 
current machine.
  There were some ques-

tions about the total equip-
ment budget, other potential 
expenses, and comparing 
the quotes to other vendors. 
Kaminski said the cost fell 
within the equipment bud-
get, he felt it was a fair price, 
and he strongly recom-
mended they go forward 
with the purchase.
  Board member Keith 

Cappellini said, “I think we 
should shop around. Com-
pare.” 
  “I can’t believe the price 

is going to vary that much,” 
Kaminski replied. The board 
ultimately approved the mo-
tion to go forward with the 
purchase.
  Regarding the highway 

fund, Kullman put forward 
a motion to close a “redun-
dant bank account” based on 
a recommendation from the 
town treasurer and trans-
fer the money into the gen-
eral highway funds account, 
which will then be the sole 
account for that department. 
Kaminski seconded the mo-
tion.
  Speaking about the pend-

ing bond re-vote, Kullman 
said that he and the attor-
ney had been correspond-
ing, and it was decided they 
could conduct an “e-vote” to 
allow citizens to cast a vote 
on the revised bond mea-
sure, Article 1a.
  “We’d run [a warning no-

tice] for at least three days in 
the Vermont Journal,” Kull-
man stated. “I suggest more 
than three days. And, bar-
ring any more conversation 
with the lawyer, we can pro-
ceed with getting this warn-
ing posted.”
  With a vote expected by 

Jan. 17, Kullman told the 
board and attendees that he 
had written the article and, 

after some revisions, it 
went to the bond attorney 
for a final legal review. 
“The lawyer altered some 
wording, and that’s where 
it was left,” Kullman said.
  Resident and Justice 

of the Peace Karen Ev-
ans posed a follow up 
question regarding the 
“Airbnb registry” that had 
been discussed in previ-
ous selectboard meetings. 
She suggested that the 
bond re-vote offered an 
opportunity for the board 
to share information with 
voters about other articles 
that they would be asked 
to vote on.
  A total of three ar-

ticles could be proposed 
and printed on one page. 
There was some discus-
sion if an e-vote would 
preclude a mail-in ballot 
option.
  Additionally, as Evans 

pointed out, the realistic 
situation is that the mail-
ings would reach Plym-
outh voters only, who were 
not necessarily the own-
ers of short-term rentals. 
Often those owners were 
second homeowners, with 
primary residences out-
side of Vermont.
  Kaminski suggested 

they table the topic and 
discuss this issue further 
with the town listers, 
when they meet next on 
Dec. 13, during the special 
meeting. 
  Finally, Plymouth resi-

dent Al Bar-am was in 
attendance, and spoke 
about his upcoming can-
nabis retail license, which 
he hasn’t received yet, but 
said he hopes to have ap-
proved by Dec. 21. They 
are currently working on 
the compliance measures, 
such as installing secu-
rity, which the state will 
inspect and hopefully ap-
prove. Bar-am acknowl-
edged that he is aware the 
approval is a three-step 
process. The state control 
board needs to approve 
first, Bar-am will take a 
background check, and 
once everything is in or-
der, the local Plymouth 
cannabis board approves. 
A meeting was held on 
this issue on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6. 
  The next selectboard 

meeting will be Monday, 
Dec. 19, 2022.

Fireworks ended the Christmas in Weston festivities.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Plymouth talks bond  
re-vote and town budget

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 

Vt. – On Nov. 13, the an-
nual LVRS banquet and 
awards ceremony was 
held at the Burr and Bur-
ton Mountain Campus. 
Fifty-one people were 
in attendance. Here are 
some highlights of the 
proceedings.
  For their contribu-

tions to the squad in a 
non-EMS role, Honorary 
Member Awards were 
presented to Dale Male-
koff, Tim Goodwin, Pam 
Frothingham, Melissa 
Hart, and Esther Fish-
man.
  Mike Gayda and Birgit 

Sutter-Davis were recog-
nized for becoming mem-
bers of the 500 Call Club.
  Lifesaving Awards were 

earned by Doug Friant and 
Bruno Licata. Their timely 
actions were directly re-
sponsible for saving the life 
of a patient.
  The William J. Cobb, Sr. 

Memorial Award was pre-
sented to Jeff DiStasio for 
his outstanding work to im-
prove communications be-
tween LVRS members and 
EMS-Fire Dispatch.
  LVRS serves the towns 

of Andover, Jamaica, Land-
grove, Londonderry, Peru, 
South Londonderry, Strat-

ton, Weston, Windham, and 
Winhall. Our first official 
call was in June 1964. From 
that date we have responded 
to 19,300 calls. There were 
698 calls in the year July 1, 
2021 – June 30, 2022.
  You can help by vol-

unteering with us, for in-
stance we can train you as 
a driver. We hold certifica-
tion and licensing courses 
for VEFR, EMR, EMT, and 
AEMT, or help out by do-
nating; your contributions 
fund our medical supplies, 
equipment, fuel, and train-
ing materials. For more in-
formation, go to www.lon-
donderryrescueVT.org.

Volunteer Rescue Squad 
banquet and awards



2 | December 07, 2022 The Vermont Journal

At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

CLASSIC EDGE
TITANIUM HDX

Mfr’s Rated Heat Output Capacity –
150,000-400,000 BTU/hr

Includes 25 Year Warranty

New England Outdoor Furnace
877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

26% 
TAX CREDIT
on your 2022 Tax Return

Take the new 25(D) Tax 
Credit for your purchase 

Total bill includes Furnace, 

Installation, Materials, and Labor

For qualifying purchases and 

installationsSTEEL

STAINLESS

TITANIUM

ALL FOUR MODELS 

AVAILABLE

NEW ENGLAND OUTDOOR FURNACE

Please contact Wes Smith

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Days, Evenings, Weekends by Appointment

To book online visit our website

Gift Certificates Available

www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street

Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

Dr. Fauver offers Dental Implants!

Dental implants are artificial tooth roots that 
provide a permanent base for fixed, replacement 

teeth. They fit, feel, and function like natural teeth.

Make an 
appointment  

today to see if 
dental implants 

are right 
for you!

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium 
Tobacco & Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm 

Monday - Friday.   Excludes Holidays

SHRIMP & 
SCALLOPS

BROILED 
OR FRIED

$2000

JR. PRIME 
RIB

$1600

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

11:45-9 Mon-Sat and 12-8 Sun

Now Taking Reservations

Pancake Breakfast
hosted by Andover Snowmobile Club

December 10th from 8:00-10:00 am
Andover Town Hall

Visit and take photos with 

Santa & Mrs. Claus!

Arriving on the Chester Fire Dept. Truck

Bring your camera! 

Donations welcomed & accepted

LOCAL NEWS
WITH US! 

vermontjournal.com

802-228-3600

CHESTER, Vt. – Chester 
Town Manager, Julie Hance, 
has announced the hiring of 
Thomas E. Williams as the 
new Police Chief for Ches-
ter.
  This appointment was 

made following a thorough 
and complete review process 
by a panel of seven commu-
nity members, which in-
cluded the Chester Town 
Manager, two selectboard 
members, the superinten-
dent of schools, a member 
of the business community, 
a union representative, and 
a member of the younger 
generation. In addition, the 
town utilized the expert 
counsel of VLCT’s Trevor 
Whipple, former Chief of 
S. Burlington; current Chief 
Richard Cloud; and retired 
Col. Jim Baker, Vermont 
State police.
  “Chester has hit a home 

run with this appointment. 
Tom brings not only exten-
sive experience and knowl-
edge to the position, but a 
true passion for bringing law 
enforcement and the com-

munity together in positive 
ways,” states Town Manager 
Julie Hance. “Chester not 
only found a new Chief, we 
got the cream of the crop.”
  Selectboard Chair Arne 

Jonynas states, “Tom brings 
a wealth of experience to 
the position with a heartfelt 
connection to our commu-
nity. We are extremely for-
tunate to have him. Thank 
you to the volunteers who 
interviewed and helped to 
form this decision.”
  Thomas E. Williams has 

been in law enforcement for 
33 years – serving 31 years 
in the Vermont State Police, 
one and a half years as a part 
time officer in Chester, and 
serving as Chester’s Lieuten-
ant since April 2022. Tom, 
his wife Adrienne, and their 
children have been a part of 
the Chester community for 
18 years. 
  “I am very excited to be-

gin this new endeavor. We 
have a great department to 
build upon and we will be 
continuing to enhance our 
work as a team player in 

the Chester public safety 
arena providing the best 
service to the public. I 
am also looking forward 
to continuing with the 
development of the com-
munity policing model 
within our town and 
building collaborative 
working relationships 
with our community 
partners and agencies,” 
Tom Williams said.  
  Hance also stated, 

“I would like to thank 
Chief Richard Cloud for 
his over 30 years of ser-
vice in law enforcement, 
20 of those years here in 
Chester. Chief Cloud has 
influenced the lives of so 
many in our community 
and throughout the State 
of Vermont, particularly 
with his involvement in a 
variety of youth programs 
and in the Vermont Po-
lice Canine Association. 
Thank you for your ser-
vice, sacrifice, and pro-
tection. I wish you and 
Dutch the best in your 
well earned retirement.” 

Chester’s new police chief

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Planning Com-
mission Citizens’ Poll 
will be closed out on 
Dec. 31. The town will 
benefit from having as 

many citizens as possible 
complete this poll before 
that time and are asking any 
Chester residents, property 
owners, renters, or business 
managers who haven’t had 

a chance to complete the 
poll to please do so before 
the end of this month. 
  Find the poll at www.

s u r v e y m o n k e y . c o m /
r/3QMZXDV.

Chester Planning 
Commission Citizens’ Poll

L O N D O N D E R R Y, 

Vt. – Paul Alcorn, chair 
of the Mountain Towns 
Housing Project (MTHP), 
is excited to announce that 
the Bob Perry Lane house 
is well underway, and the 
steering committee has 
reached the first milestone 
of $100,000 in fundraising 
to get things started. The 
Bob Perry Lane house is 
a modest home currently 
under construction that 
will be sold to a local fami-
ly meeting certain income 
criteria. 
  Alcorn stated, “We have 

heard from local residents 
that they can’t afford to 
live in the town they grew 
up in because affordable 
housing is scarce... People 
who have lived here all 
their lives have a hard 
time finding an affordable 
home as they seek to be on 
their own, start families, 
establish a business, or 
find employment with a 
local business.”
  Affordable housing is 

considered housing for 
our local workforce or es-
sentially a primary home. 
This means providing 
housing for families who 
earn between $47,093 and 
$109,000. 
  The Bob Perry Lane 

project started in early 
2021 when a longtime 
local family concerned 
with the lack of work-
force housing, decided to 
donate 1.8 acres in Lon-
donderry for an affordable 

housing project. The donors’ 
hope was to build a house 
on the property to make 
one family’s dream of home-
ownership a reality. Later in 
2021, a group of interested 
mountain town residents or-
ganized the Mountain Towns 
Housing Project Steering 
Committee, with the goal of 
bringing this dream to a re-
ality. The steering committee 
consists of volunteers from 
a variety of towns including 
Weston, Londonderry, South 
Londonderry, Andover, 
Windham, and Ludlow. 
  Alcorn stated, “While the 

goal is to build a house that 
is affordable for a family, the 
biggest challenge is that it is 
nearly impossible to build 
an ‘affordable’ house in to-
day’s market.” He contin-
ued, “The cost estimates for 
the construction came in at 
$355,940 and adding in the 
cost of a well, septic, running 
electric to the house, etc. The 
total price tag of this project 
comes to $400,000. These 
funds will offset all upfront 
costs and the materials need-
ed to build the house. Much 
of the labor will be done 
with volunteers, following 
the ‘Habitat for Humanity’ 
model.”
  When the house is com-

pleted and a family has been 
selected, the new home-
owners will get assistance 
with a down payment grant 
through the Windham and 
Windsor Housing Trust and 
take on a low-interest mort-
gage. Family selection will 

take place in the spring of 
2023.
  Alcorn commented, “We 

envision this to be the first 
of many such efforts bring-
ing together local residents, 
second homeowners, skilled 
tradespeople, and those in 
need of housing that is at-
tainable to build additional 
homes meeting a vital need 
in our community.” 
  The next fundraising 

goal is to raise an additional 
$60,000 by Dec. 31, 2022. 
This will allow the group to 
order the shell of the house 
in Jan. 2023, which will be 
constructed by LaValley’s, 
delivered to the site in late 
March, and installed on the 
foundation so volunteer 
work can be started.
  The committee would like 

to thank all of the donors to 
date who have supported the 
Perry Lane project, especially 
the couple who donated the 
land for the house. We also 
thank those individuals and 
businesses that have donated 
products or services, totaling 
over $110,000. 
  The Mountain Towns 

Housing Project is orga-
nized under the Second 
Congregational Church in 
Londonderry. If you would 
like to support this project, 
make your check payable 
to Mountain Towns Hous-
ing Project and mail it to 
P.O. Box 538, Londonderry, 
VT 05148. If you prefer to 
give online, you can visit 
www.2ndcongregational 
churchvt.org/giving.html 
then select the “Perry Lane 
Project.” You can also do-
nate to this project through 
the Community Fund for 
Londonderry; make your 
check payable to Commu-
nity Fund for Londonderry, 
note that it is for the “Perry 
Lane Project,” and mail it to 
P.O. Box 399, Londonderry, 
VT 05148. To sign up to vol-
unteer to work on the site 
starting in the spring, contact 
Paul Alcorn at pdalcorn@
gmail.com.

Londonderry affordable housing



LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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Homeownership  
more affordable.

Equal Housing Lender. 

Certain restrictions apply. Subject to credit and property approval. 

©2022 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS# 381076. AMP-3254-A 221012 VF

M&T has options to help you  

achieve homeownership.   

You may be eligible for solutions to help: 

• Reduce the cash needed at closing

• Lower monthly payments

• Save thousands by paying less interest

• Qualify with a less-than-perfect credit history

Get started with one of our mortgage specialists by 

calling 1-888-253-0993 or visit us at mtb.com.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774

FIXED ANNUITY SPECIAL

5% tax deferred & guaranteed for a full 5 years!

No More Stock Market Risk  •  Highly Rated Insurance Company
Limited Time Offer

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call Huntley Financial Services to find out more. Lock in this rate today!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

AQUA AID  

SYSTEMS

SOLVING HARD WATER, IRON, BLUE STAINING, RADON, AND ARSENIC 

PROBLEMS IN THE CENTRAL VT AND NH AREA SINCE 1984

800-252-8484 • AQUAAIDSYSTEMS.COM

Service Pumps & Tanks

Water Conditioning

Free on-site Water Analysis  
& Estimate 

Radon & Arsenic Removal

Systems Maintenance

Home Supplies Delivery

JUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Tue - Fri 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, Sat 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

POWER EQUIPMENT

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

Take GOOD BEER Home!

IPA
Sours

Rarities

Extensive
Wine

Selection

ORDER AHEAD OF TIME

SKIP THE LINE

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
ABOUT NEW FEATURED

Available for Pickup!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

PRODUCTS

Hap
py

Hol
iday

s!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

  My earli-
est memory of 
Christmas is 
1955. I was four 
years old. I have 
just hazy visions 
of that day. 
  We always 

had a tree, al-
though by to-
day’s standard 
they weren’t 
much. Today 
balsam trees are 
widely avail-
able, but in the 1950s, 
many Christmas trees 
were spruce. More on 
spruce trees later.
  When I was 13, my 

father and I went rabbit 
hunting up in Weston 
Island. We always had 
Beagles for rabbit dogs. 
I asked my father the 
night before if we could 
get a tree. “Sure” he said, 
“When we are done 
hunting.”
  We hunted maybe four 

hours, getting a couple 
rabbits. On our way out 
of the woods we still 
didn’t have a tree and we 
didn’t have a saw. I men-
tioned this fact to Dad. 
“Don’t worry.” He said.
  We came to a nice 

stand of young balsam. 
These trees were any-
where from five to 15 
feet tall. Dad asked me 
to pick one out. I sur-
veyed the trees and found 
one I liked. Dad took his 
12-gauge shotgun about 
six inches from the base 
of the tree and pulled the 
trigger. Boom! It blew the 
tree clean off! I dragged 
the tree out of the woods 
to our 1962 Scout.
  We had old-fashioned 

lights and ornaments 
for Christmas tree deco-
rations. Many antique 
balls, some quite fancy. 
But what I remember the 
most were the lights we 
had. The photo with this 
article shows two of these 
old Christmas lights. The 
first thing you’ll notice 

lightbulb. Heat from the 
lightbulb caused the colored 
liquid in the glass tube to 
bubble. I remember watch-
ing the liquid bubble with 
great fascination. I think 
these lights have been re-
produced today.
  We had a good assort-

ment of glass bulbs to hang 
on the tree. I still remember 
a couple. One was probably 
two inches in diameter with 
Santa in his sleigh circling 
the globe. It was bright col-
ored with a frosted portion 
to simulate snow.
  Spruce trees
  Back to spruce trees. 

Spruce trees have shorter 
more sparse needles than 
balsam trees. We had an old 
fashion tree stand that had a 
built in bowl for water. The 
outside base of the stand 
was decorated with Christ-
mas scenes.
  We kept water in the bowl 

to prevent the tree from 
drying out.  Ha! It was also 
believed putting an aspirin 
in the water helped prevent 
the tree from drying out. 
Another Ha! A spruce tree 
dries out quickly, causing 
needles to drop to the floor. 
These pesky little needles 
could be with us long after 
the tree had been retired.
  How so, you may wonder. 

If you were in stocking feet, 
these needles had a way of 
finding you. Your socks 
would pick up the needles, 
when they promptly stung 
your toes. These things you 
don’t forget. I’m sure others 
will remember.

  My father’s 
family tradi-
tion was to 
exchange gifts 
after dark on 
Christmas Eve. 
Christmas day 
we always went 
to my sister 
Norma’s house 
on Green Street 
in Bellows 
Falls. They 
always had a 
scotch pine 

tree. They were full and 
very bushy. Dinner was 
served at 1 p.m. What 
a spread it was. Turkey, 
ham, mashed potato 
with stuffing and gravy, 
squash, fresh bread, and 
everything else you could 
think of, including tur-
nip. I never liked turnip.
  Norma’s husband Lou-

ie had several relatives 
who always came. Louie 
had a half-sister, I don’t 
recall her name, and an 
aunt and uncle who were 
always there. I don’t re-
member the uncle’s name 
now, maybe Buster, but 
Louie’s aunt was Ida.
  The kitchen was busy 

with women preparing 
the meal, baking pies, and 
lots of chit-chat. There 
was a good size dining 
table for the adults. Us 
kids sat at card tables off 
to the side. There were 
mountains of food. No 
one went home hungry.
  What I remember 

about Ida is she would 
get a little tipsy along 
about dinner time. She 
must have had a flask, 
probably in her purse. By 
dinner time she was get-
ting right.
  These are some of my 

memories of over 60 
years. Merry Christmas!

  This week’s old saying 
is from George Carlin: 
“The main reason Santa 
is so jolly is because he 
knows where all the bad 
girls live.”

The Christmas tree

are the glass tubes, not 
plastic, that are filled 
with a colored liquid. 
The bases come in 
different colors, and 
designs. These bases 
light up adding more 
color to our tree. 
  What made these 

lights fascinating for a 
young boy was when 
we plugged them in. 
Inside the colored 
plastic base is the 

LUDLOW, Vt. – At the 
recent luncheon meeting 
of the Ludlow Rotary Club 
(LRC), Bruce Schmidt, 
Vice President and General 
Manager of Okemo Resort, 
spoke to members of the 
LRC about the readiness of 
the Vail-owned resort for 
the 2022-23 ski season.
  Schmidt, a 37-year veter-

an at Okemo, indicated that 
snowmaking and lift equip-
ment had been upgraded to 
provide the mountain with 
improved snow making ca-
pability. He also noted the 
resort had devoted consid-
erable effort to increase its 
housing for employees.
  Other key advances at 

the resort included a new 
parking plan to reduce traf-
fic, a new bus drop area, no 
longer requiring reserva-
tions, doubling the snow-
making staff, opening all 
restaurants this season, and 
having more music perfor-
mances around the resort
  When queried about the 

role of Vail in the operation 

of the mountain, Schmidt 
said that 95% of all deci-
sions were made at Okemo, 
not at corporate headquar-
ters at Vail.
  He also explained his 

own growth in the organi-
zation and how the resort 
likes to train employees so 
they could advance to more 
challenging careers at the 
resort.

Schmidt discusses Okemo’s 
2022-23 ski season

Antique Christmas lights showing colored liquid.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH

Jim Rumrill and Bruce 
Schmidt.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Dear Editor,

  Please allow me this mo-
ment to thank the good 
people of the Town of 
Westminster that took the 
time to cast a ballot for my 
candidacy for Justice of the 

Peace in this past Novem-
ber’s election. If we encoun-
ter each other while out and 
about, please make yourself 
known so that I may thank 

you personally. 

Sincerely,
Bruce P. Murray
Westminster, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  I recently moved to 
Springfield and wanted 
to get involved in the lo-
cal Democratic Party. I was 
able to make some quick 
and friendly connections, 
and I joined the Springfield 
Democratic Town Commit-
tee. I was also elected to be 
a delegate to the Windsor 
County Democratic Party.
  Last Saturday the com-

mittee held an event at the 
Black River Coffee Bar 
called “Springfield, Share 
Your Voice.” It was a terrific 
get together, and I was really 
encouraged that so many 
of our local representatives 

were there. State Senators 
Alison Clarkson, Dick Mc-
Cormack, and Becca White 
came to meet the voters of 
Springfield, along with State 
Representatives Alice Em-
mons and Kristi Morris. The 
day was informal and had a 
neighborly feeling. Later, 
the gathering unexpectedly 
broke into a very helpful 
forum where the elected of-
ficials listened to constituent 
concerns and talked about 
upcoming legislation and is-
sues that were most impor-
tant to them.
  The town committee is 

planning to make “Share 

Your Voice” a quarterly 
event, and I know that 
we’re all hoping to see our 
Springfield neighbors of 
all political viewpoints in 
the future. I’m so happy 
to be in a community that 
is represented by people 
so willing to come meet 
and listen to local vot-
ers. I’m hoping to get to 
know more about my 
new home and to get to 
know my other Spring-
field neighbors.

Sincerely, 
Britton Herring
Springfield, Vt.

REGION – As we rush 
into the season for holi-
day celebrations, it’s nec-
essary to be reminded 
that this time of giving is 
also the season for scam-
ming. While ongoing 
fraud and scam activi-
ties remain in play, here 
are some of the seasonal 
crimes we can expect.

  1. Medicare Advan-
tage Schemes – Medicare 
Open Enrollment always 
brings on the barrage of 
advertising for enroll-
ment or change in Medi-
care plans pitched by 
an ever-growing cast of 
celebrities. These sales 
pitches are not scams, 
but as I like to say, the 
devil is in the details. 
Along with the legiti-
mate promotions, there 

are numerous fraudulent 
offers appearing in so-
cial media, email, and on 
phone calls. Some general 
tips:  Don’t initiate contact 
by calling or responding to 
any of these offers. Keep in 
mind that there is no such 
thing as “Free.” While you 
may be offered numerous 
benefits associated with 
specific plan enrollment, 
they come with a cost, and 
it is often with increased 
co-pays, deductibles, or 
premiums. Once you re-
spond to an offer, the pro-
moter is free to continue 
contacting you. In terms of 
the fraudsters, they will ask 
for personal information 
such as a Medicare or So-
cial Security numbers and 
birth dates. Frequently, the 
intended victim is asked 
to provide a credit card 
number to “streamline” 
billing. Providing any in-
formation at this point can 
come back to haunt you. 
Anyone considering a new 
plan or a change should 
visit the Medicare website, 
www.medicare.gov, where 
information on all avail-
able plans, sorted by state, 
is available and includes 
costs.

  2. Charity Fraud – A 
criminal with a computer 
and basic skills can easily 
design a convincing web-
site for a fake charity, send 
email notices to thousands 
of recipients, and promote 
the scam in social media. In 
addition, fraudulent phone 
calls and text messages de-
liver messages of extreme 
need with the expectation 
that some recipients will 
fall for the ruses.
  Some general tips: Be-

ware of emails with a 
sender address including @
gmail or @hotmail. Website 
addresses (URLs) should 
display the name of the 
charity followed by “.org,” 
such as www.redcross.org.
  Resist the plea to make 

donations on the phone, 
by website, or via text, re-
gardless of message “ur-
gency.”  Instead, ask to 
have a pledge card mailed 
to you. In my experience, 
the criminals will not send 
pledge cards; after all, that 
costs them money.
  Unless you are personally 

familiar with the charity or 
program beyond name rec-
ognition, research before 
donating. Some “charities” 
have a particularly bad 

reputation for not using 
the donations for the pur-
poses intended by donors. 
For example, I received a 
call requesting a donation 
for a police welfare asso-
ciation. I asked the caller 
two questions which, by 
law, must be answered: 
“Are you a professional 
fundraiser?” He said, “Yes.” 
“What percentage of the 
money raised goes to fund-
ing the projects?” He said 
16%. Needless to say, I did 
not donate.
  There are some unbi-

ased organizations that 
provide assistance in doing 
research before donating: 
www.charitynavigator.org, 
www.charitywatch.org, 
www.give.org, and www.
guidestar.org. Their web-
sites provide commentary 
and ratings that include in-
formation on transparency 
and dedication to the cause 
the organization supports. 
  A final word – give local-

ly. There are organizations 
in your community or 
county that need help and 
with which you are able to 
see the fruits of their labor.

  3. Utility Fraud – During 
the winter months, we wit-
ness a dramatic increase in 
the number of fraudulent 
phone calls made in the 
name of local power com-
panies. These calls threaten 
cuts in electrical service 
due to missed or insuffi-
cient payment of a bill. The 
scammer uses intimidation 
and fear, usually requesting 
gift cards for immediate 
payment. In many cases, 
the criminal will wait on 
the phone until the cards 
are obtained.
  Some general tips: Le-

gitimate companies and 
government agencies do 
not accept gift cards as pay-
ment. As soon as payment 
by gift card is requested, 
hang up the phone. Keep 
in mind, consumers are 
protected by a set of laws 
that prevent termination 
of vital services unless spe-
cific steps are taken by the 
utility company, including 
written notice of service 
termination.

  Elliott Greenblott is a 
retired educator and co-
ordinator of the AARP 
Vermont Fraud Watch 
Network who produces the 
CATV program, Mr. Scam-
mer, distributed by GNAT-
TV in Sunderland, Vt.

Fraud Watch Network: 
Season’s scammings

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Town Library, 
in collaboration with Black 

River Innovation Campus, 
will host a cybersecurity 
class on Thursday, Dec. 15, 
at 4:30 p.m., on the second 
floor of the library.
  Join Jason Black, Pro-

gram Manager at the Black 
River Innovation Campus, 
who will show owners and 
employees how to stay 

safe online while growing 
their business, and protect 
themselves against cyber 
attacks.
  Jason is a technology and 

digital communications 
professional with two de-
cades of higher education, 
and non-profit experience 
in team leadership, digi-

tal storytelling and web 
communications, infor-
mation technology and 
systems/product devel-
opment, and collegiate 
training and instruction.
  Funding for the digital 

literacy classes and as-
sociated equipment has 
been provided by AT&T 
and the Public Library 
Association. Additional 
funding has been pro-
vided by ByWater Solu-
tions and the Friends 
of Springfield Town Li-
brary.

Cybersecurity Class for Businesses

Beagles lovers, we are looking for you! We currently have four beagles 
longing for loving homes. Randy is 4, Darnell is 8, Dorthy is 12, and Sadie 
is 14. As with every beagle, all of them are sweet and adore people. For 
more information, go to our Facebook page photo album marked “Adopt-
able Dogs” or call 802-885-3997. To apply to adopt, go to our website 
www.spfldhumane.org and fill out an application. We are open by ap-
pointment only.

Springfield Humane Society, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, Vt.
802-885-3997, www.spfldhumane.org

featured pets
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BRIDGEWATER, Vt. – 

Vera E. Carpenter, 89, passed 
away Friday, Nov. 25, 2022, 
at home surrounded by fam-
ily. She was born March 11, 
1933, in Bridgewater, Vt., 
the daughter of George and 
Ruth Fish. She attended 
school in Woodstock, Vt.
  She married Bernard 

Carpenter and they lived in 
Cleveland, Ohio. Later, they 
moved to Hartland, Vt., and 
also lived in Ascutney, Vt. 
for a few years.
  Vera worked as a cook in 

the Hartland schools and 
enjoyed doing voluntary 
work.
  She knit many beauti-

ful sweaters for family and 
friends, and enjoyed sewing 
and clogging.
  She is survived by her 

children Lorraine, Terry 
(Frank), Chip (Marilyn), 
Gary (Donna), Cathy (Den-
nis), Susan, Linda, Deb 
(Marshall), Tom (Cindy), 
David (Becky), Lisa (Bill), 
Mark (Larissa), and Todd 
(Kim).

  She has many grandchil-
dren, great-grandchildren, 
and great-greats!
  She was predeceased by 

her husband Bernard; her 
parents; her brothers Henry, 
Harold, Roy, and Vernon 
(Vera’s twin); sister Gladys; 
and two granddaughters 
Amy Parent and Wendy 
LeDuc.
  A Celebration of Life will 

be held at a later date.
  Davis Memorial Chapel is 

assisting with the arrange-
ments.

Vera E. Carpenter, 1933-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

William “Bill” Norman 
Eastman, 79, passed away 
Sunday, Nov. 20, 2022, at 
his home in Killen, Ala. He 
was born Dec. 14, 1942, in 
Springfield, Vt., the son of 
Norman and Norma East-
man. 
  He attended schools in 

Springfield, graduating in 
1960. Bill was a remarkable 
auto body technician, em-
ployed at Kelley Chrysler 
for many years.
  He was a member of the 

Lord’s church.
  He is survived by his wife 

of almost 60 years, Nancy 
(Wilder) Eastman; his sons 
Shawn, Quint, and Lance; 
grandsons Thomas and 
Taylor; sisters Dolores East-
man of Springfield, Vt. and 
Linda Rutter of Lima, Ohio; 
as well as nieces and neph-
ews.
  He was preceded by his 

parents, sister Carol Kangas, 
and brother Rick Eastman.
  A private family service 

will be held at a later date.
  In lieu of flowers, memo-

rial contributions may be 
made to the Heart Associa-
tion.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – An-
thony “Tony” Taylor Gil-
lette, 74, resident of Spring-
field, Vt., passed away 
surrounded by family on 
Dec. 2, 2022. He was born 
in Springfield, Vt. on Dec. 
20, 1947. 
  He is survived by his wife 

Darlyn Walker-Gillette, 
daughter Kelley Gillette, 
son Daniel Gillette, and 
beloved cat Spanky. He is 
also survived by his broth-
er Mitchell and numer-
ous nieces, nephews, and 
cousins. He was preceded 
in death by son Anthony 
Taylor Gillette II, parents 
Cleon “Joe” and Mafalda 
“Muffy” Gillette, and sister 
Linda Gillette Stevens.
  Tony grew up in Spring-

field, Vt. As a child he par-
ticipated in many sports, 
his favorite being basket-
ball. He graduated from 
Springfield High School in 
1965 and moved to New 
Haven, Conn. to attend the 
Culinary Institute of Amer-
ica. After his graduation 
he moved to Miami Beach, 
Fla., where he worked in 
numerous hotels as a chef. 
He later returned to the 
Culinary Institute of Amer-
ica in N.Y. as an instructor 
where he taught for four 
years. He then relocated 
to Fort Lauderdale, Fla. to 
open a restaurant called 
The Historic Bryan Homes 
Restaurant, a site that he de-
veloped himself. During his 
career, he advanced in dif-
ferent departments, includ-
ing research and develop-
ment in St. Louis, Mo. and 
was the Food and Beverage 
Director at several Nevada 
casinos. He also had many 
awards and accomplish-

ments, including being fea-
tured in “The Chocolatier” 
as well as many other culi-
nary magazines.
  During his time in Flor-

ida, he had three children 
whom he loved dearly. He 
enjoyed golfing with his 
sons and watching Gator 
football with his daugh-
ter. He later retired to his 
hometown of Springfield, 
Vt. where he met his cur-
rent wife. During his retire-
ment he took pleasure in 
experiencing new restau-
rants, antique model trains, 
and restoring his hot rod, 
which he took on joyrides 
with his best friend Gordy. 
He was known for his dry 
sense of humor, engag-
ing public speaking skills, 
striking blue eyes, and in-
fectious smile. He will be 
truly missed and loved for-
ever.
  A Celebration of Life 

will be held for family 
and friends at the VFW in 
Springfield, Vt. on Friday, 
Dec. 9, 2022 from 4-7 p.m. 
In lieu of flowers, the fam-
ily asks that you make a 
donation to the Springfield 
Humane Society at www.
spfldhumane.org.

Anthony Gillette, 1947-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Author 
and longtime area report-
er Stephen Seitz died of a 
heart attack at home on 
Nov. 18, 2022. He was born 
on Dec. 1, 1956. 
  Steve loved being a re-

porter, especially when it 
allowed him to interview 
prominent figures from 
history, politicians, and ce-
lebrities. One highlight for 
him was when longtime 
White House reporter Hel-
en Thomas complimented 
his questioning technique.
  The most recent of Steve’s 

three Sherlock Holmes pas-
tiches, “Sherlock Holmes 
and the House of Pain,” was 
ranked 39th on “Mystery 
Tribune’s 106 Best Sherlock 
Holmes Books For Avid 
Fans: 2022 Edition.” His 
Ace Herron novels have 
also gotten good reviews.
  Born in Providence, R.I., 

Stephen attended schools 
in Chester and Brattleboro, 
Vt., before getting his B.A. 
in Communications from 
UVM. After graduation, 
he moved to Washington 
D.C., where he worked a 
variety of government and 
private sector jobs, writing 
the nation’s coal report for 
the Department of Energy 
and working with Water-
gate special prosecutor Ar-
chibald Cox at Common 
Cause.
  Steve was predeceased 

by his father John Seitz and 
his brother James Seitz. He 
is survived by wife Susan 
Austin, son Daniel Seitz 
(Alaina), his mother Sylvia 
Adams Seitz, sisters Susan 
Seitz (Ed Cohen) and Sha-
ron Annis (Eric), sister-
in-law Brenda Seitz, and 
extended families on both 
sides. 

ALSTEAD, N.H.
Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.
Sunday worship begins at 11 a.m., led by Pastor 
Maureen Adams. Communion is the first Sunday of each 
month. For more information, email alsteadthirdchurch@
gmail.com, call 603-835-6358, or go to www.facebook.
com/Third-Congregational-UCC-Church-of-Alstead-
NH-120645387960916.

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing, 
P.O. Box 133, Windsor 
The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor 
Dawn Hancy via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light 
newsletter and Zoom links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

Bow Baptist Church, 1102 Route 5, Weathersfield 
Bow
Sunday services are 10 a.m., 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. and 
Wednesday Bible Study and prayer at 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-546-4902. 

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
United Church of Bellows Falls, UCC, 8 School St.
Worship is held on Sundays at 10 a.m. Bible Study is 
Wednesdays at 2 p.m.

CAVENDISH, VT.
St. James United Methodist Church, 570 Main St.
Please join us Sundays at 8:45 a.m. with Pastor John 
Hawkins. All are welcome. For more information, 
call 802-674-3443 or go to www.facebook.com/
stjamesumcproctorsville.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
Charlestown Bible Church, 37 Hammond Rd,
Sunday School for all ages at 9:45 a.m. Sunday 
Worship at 10:45 a.m. and 6 p.m. Wednesday Prayer 
Meeting at 7 p.m. To hear a sermon or learn more go to 
www.charlestownbiblechurch.org. Call 603-826-5121 
for more info or to request a personal Bible study.

Charlestown Seventh-day Adventist Church, 242 
Main St.
Saturday Services include Bible Study at 9:30 a.m. and 
Worship Service at 11:15 a.m. and a healthy lunch 
for all after the service. Masks are optional. All are 
welcome, call 603-276-2383 for more information.

CHESTER, VT.
First Universalist Parish of Chester, Route 103 North
Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. in person. Sunday 
services run from September to early June.

Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Worship is Sundays at 10:30 a.m. For more information, 
including online streaming, go to www.chesterbaptist.
org.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. Masks are requested 
if unvaccinated and suggested for all singing and 
response. View sermons on Zoom. For more information, 
go to www.graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-
2346.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Weekly worship services are in-person. Sunday school 
is at 9:30 a.m. for all ages, and Sunday worship is at 
11 a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Wednesday’s prayer meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. For more information, go to www.
LudlowBaptist.org.

Tyson Community Church, Corner of Rt. 100 and 
Dublin Rd., opposite Echo Lake Inn.
Services are Sundays at 10:30 a.m. No service last 
Sunday of the month. In-person and via Zoom. Email 
terry.bascom@pm.me or call 802-228-2480.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Sunday services are 9:30 a.m. in person. Please wear a 
mask, socially distance, and stay home if you’re unwell. 
Services are still streamed at www.facebook.com/
calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more information, 
go to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Sunday Liturgy is 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers at 
5 p.m. The church is now at full capacity with state 
restrictions lifted. For more information, call 802-885-
2615 or Parish Council President Thomas Barton at 
802-263-5719.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.
Sunday morning service is 10 a.m. Evening service 
is 6 p.m. All services and in-church activities have 
resumed. Masks are available and social distancing 
is encouraged. The sanctuary seating is arranged 
to promote distancing. Go to www.facebook.com/
Springfield-Assembly-of-God-156583214402910 for 
links and more information.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
Sunday Services 8:30 a.m. - Holy Days as announced.  
Services alternate between Clergy Officiated, Traditional 
Rite I and Contemporary Rite II, Holy Eucharist, and 
Licensed Lay Led Rites I and II Morning Prayer. All are 
invited regardless of religious affiliation. Call David at 
802-885-2972 with questions. 

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St.
Sunday mass is at 9 a.m., followed by coffee hour as 
well as weekday services. To watch the live streams, go 
to www.youtube.com and search Holy Family Parish 
Springfield Vermont. Streaming is available five minutes 
before the service starts. For more information, go to 
www.stmaryjoseph.com.
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802-228-3600  |  ads@vermontjournal.com

www.vermontjournal.com

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Pristine, Contemporary Home

Oversized Attached 3 Bay Garage

4 Bedrooms, 5 Baths, 3.38+/- Acres!

Springfield, $589,000

Antique Home In Heart of

Quintessential Village!
3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 0.5+/- Acres!

Grafton, $369,900

Great Property!

Spacious Ranch On 2.5+/- Acres

2-3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

Springfield, $185,000

Convenient To Major Ski Areas!

Enclosed Spa Room! Majestic 
Fireplace! 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

5.02+/- Acres, Windham, $499,000

Stunning 142.1+/- Acres!

Set Between The Villages of 
Chester & Grafton

Chester, $360,000

Head Of The Chester Green!

3 Units with Potential
Home To Many Successful Businesses

Chester, $525,000

A Piece of History On

2+/- Acres w/Beautiful View!
4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Rockingham, $425,000

Pristine 13.8+/- Acres Of Open Pasture

Consisting of 3 Adjacent Fields
Stonewalls & Lovely Views

Springfield, $229,000

Camp In Great Location!

Rehab or Build New
2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1.1+/- Acres

Weathersfield, $99,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE:
CDL Hazmat Driver and Licensed Plumber

Okemo Valley's Leading Real
Estate Source for Over 60 Years

Full Service Real Estate Sales 
and Seasonal Rental Service

info@davisandcompany.com
www.okemorealestate.com

802-228-8811

advertising@THCAuction.com

Vermont Journal 
Class:
1C = 1.5278” wide (NEW 2022)
2C = 3.2222” wide (NEW 2022)

1C = 1.7361” wide
2C = 3.6389” wide
Deadline Friday noon for Wed. publication.

NAME OF FILE:  1455_VJ
DATE(S) TO RUN: 12/07/2022

EMAIL TO: ads@vermontjournal.com

SECTION: Real Estate
PO# 1455

THCAuction.com • 800-634-SOLD

Closes Tuesday, Dec. 13 @ 10AM 

Windsor, VT Location

300± lots of coins, jewelry &...

•  ‘06 Buick Lucerne
•  Sterling silver flat & plate ware 
•  Ruby, diamond, onyx, zircon, 

pearl & jewelry & watches 
•  Gold, silver, coins & currency
•  Maple & cedar furniture
•  Household, clothing, collectibles 

And Much More

Coins, Jewelry & Estate Items

Preview: Wed., Dec. 7 from 11AM-1PM

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used 

Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Ford Escape SE

2015 Ford Fusion SE

2014 Toyota Sienna

2016 Jeep Renegade
Fully Loaded

Auto
4 Cylinder

Sunroof

Auto w/ Manual Mode
Bluetooth

Cruise Control
4 Cylinder

Third Row Seats
Fully Loaded
Auto w/ Manual Mode
Bluetooth

4WD
Auto
A/C

Cruise Control

2017 Volkswagen Jetta
61,000 Miles
Auto
Fully Loaded
Sunroof

HOLIDAY 

HAPPENINGS 
DEC. 10 –

ANDOVER, Vt. – There 
will be a Pancake Breakfast 
hosted by the Andover 

Snowmobile Club Dec. 
10 from 8-10 p.m. at 
the Andover Town Hall. 
Santa and Mrs. Claus will 
be present, arriving via 
fire truck, courtesy of the 
Chester Fire Dept. Bring 

a camera to take a photo 
with Santa and Mrs. Claus. 
Donations welcomed and 
accepted. 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
There will be a kids 

Christmas party Saturday, 
Dec. 10 from 1-3 p.m. at 
the American Legion Post 
#37, 42 Rockingham Street, 
Bellows Falls. Open to all 
children of the community 
12 and younger. There will 
be snacks, presents and 
a chance to talk to Santa 
starting at 1:30 p.m. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield United Methodist 
Church is having a Cookie 
and Bake sale during the 
Springfield Farmer’s Market 
on Saturday, Dec. 10, from 

10 a.m. – 1 p.m. We look 
forward to seeing you at 
the Springfield UMC at 10 
Valley St., Springfield, VT 
05156

EVENTS & 

MORE
DEC. 11 –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Folk 
musician Tom Pirozzoli 
returns to Stage 33 Live 
for a rare performance on 
Sunday, Dec. 11, at 6 p.m., 

33 Bridge St. in Bellows 
Falls, Vt. Corey Wrinn 
will open. Limited seating; 
recorded and filmed. With 
Tom’s blessing, advance 
tickets are discounted, or 
available at the door. Tickets 
and more information about 
this and other events, visit 
www.stage33live.com. 

SUNDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second Sunday 
of each month from 1-4 
p.m. at their location on the 
Common in Chester.

MONDAYS –

WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous on 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m. in St. 
John’s Parish Hall, Walpole.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Tuesdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Senior 
Solutions is sponsoring Tai 
Chi classes on Tuesdays 
at the Great Hall, Pearl 
St., Springfield, Vt. 
Intermediate-advanced 
classes will meet from 9:30–
10:30 a.m. and beginner 
classes will meet from 
10:40–11:40 a.m. For more 
information, contact Wendi 
Germain at wgermain@
seniorsolutionsvt.org.

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Wednesday, from 
10-11 a.m. Classes will be 
held in the First Universalist 
Parish of Chester community 
room. Classes are free and 
open to all. Drop-in class, 
no registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Frances Barsky leads 
a weekly creative 
writing workshop at the 
Rockingham Library from 
1–2:30 p.m. Bring a laptop 
or a pen and paper.

THURSDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knit Knite 
at Six Loose Ladies on the 
Chester Common Thursdays, 
from 5-8 p.m., and via 
Zoom, from 7-8 p.m.

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster and 
Elm streets in Walpole, N.H. 
For more information, call 
Viva at 802-732-8330.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard will be 
at the Rockingham Library 
on Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. – 12 p.m. If you own 
a laptop, please bring it 
along. Both beginners and 
seasoned genealogists are 
welcome.  

FRIDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Fridays from 11 a.m. – 
12 p.m., John Bohannon 
will teach Tai Chi and Qi 
Gong at the Rockingham 
Library in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
No special equipment or 
clothing is required.

SATURDAYS –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Edgar May Health and 
Recreation Center offers 
Springfield residents the 
opportunity to come for a 
free swim every Saturday, 
from 1-3 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-885-
2568
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yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

Dec. 3 Holiday Open House 11-5

Moravian Star Demo by Robin Bickel (11:30-1:30)

French Pastry Tasting with Stephanie Taft (1-3)

Music on Flute & Keyboard by Kathy Byam & Karen Engdahl (1-3)

A Festival of Color, Open Wall Show

Shop Handmade: Ornaments, Stocking Stuffers,

Craft Kits, Cards, Woodenware, Pottery and Glass

https://galleryvault.org/
(01/18/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC - HOUSE PAINTING
Booking interior painting for the winter. Also booking exterior 

painting for the spring and summer of 2023. Houses, decks, 

porches, garages and barns.  Email adam@apexventures.one 

for a free quote.
(02/08/23  - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-

tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 

clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 

care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.

mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-

ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 

flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 

State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 

802-558-5267. 
(12/14/22 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 

Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2023! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767, Catonplacecamp@aol.com 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large 

Private Sites! 
(12/07/22 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-

226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-

neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 

32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily 

on Ed. / Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(01/04/23 - TFN - 13)

Scrap Metal Wanted
Call Chet for free removal of scrap metal. Also buying scrap 

cars. Call 802-875-3788.
(12/14/22 - 13)

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

ATTENTION ALL CURRENT AND FORMER 

CLIENTS OF MASSUCCO & STERN, P.C.:
 
Massucco & Stern, P.C., formerly known as Massucco Law 
Office, P.C., of Bellows Falls, Vermont, is winding down its 
law practice operations following the death of L. Raymond 
Massucco and will be closing its doors on or around January 
16, 2023. As such, the law firm is no longer accepting new 
clients. If you wish to obtain your file, please contact our 
office by no later than January 9, 2023.

Please contact our office at (802) 463-3303, or by mail at 
90 Westminster St., Bellows Falls, VT 05101, to discuss the 
transition and referral of pending matters to other counsel, 
as well as the transfer of any funds held in our trust account. 
Those files which are not claimed prior to January 16, 2023 
will be destroyed.
 
Following the closure of the firm, Attorney Josh Stern will 
be focusing exclusively on criminal defense work, at least for 
the foreseeable future, and will be continuing to represent 
his criminal defense clients. As of January 1, 2023, he may 
be reached by mail at P.O. Box 534, Bellows Falls, Vermont 
05101, by telephone at (802) 376-4764, or by email at 
sternlawvt@gmail.com.

INVITATION TO BID

The Town of Andover is seeking Bids for 

purchase of its 2015 Ford F550 XL
 
Please submit bids for purchase of a 2015 Ford F550 XL 
with side dump spreader body and 10’ Everest plow. Bids 
will be received until 3:00 p.m. on Monday, December 
12th and will be opened at the Selectboard Meeting at 6:30 
p.m. that evening at the Andover Town Office.  For more 
information, please contact Charlie Golden, 802-875-3247, 
garageandover@gmail.com

Send sealed bids to:
Andover Town Office – Truck
953 Weston Andover Road
Andover, Vermont 05143

The Town of Andover reserves the right to reject any and all 
bids.

Dated at Andover this 29th day of November, 2022
Jeanette Haight, Town Clerk

TOWN OF WALPOLE 

RECORDING SECRETARY VACANCY 

 

The Selectboard of the Town of Walpole is seeking a 

Recording Secretary. Job duties include: 

• Attending Selectboard and Staff Meetings held at 
the Town Hall on the Thursday evenings. 

• Transcribing minutes for scheduled meetings.  
 

Applicants may submit a letter of interest and resume to 

the Town of Walpole Selectboard Office, 34 Elm Street, 

PO Box 729, Walpole, NH  03608. For more 

information, call 603-756-3672 or visit walpolenh.us for 

a job application and description. 

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FOR RENT
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Office Space 
for Rent located on River Street. 
500 square feet, $500/month. 
Heat/AC and electric included. 
Ample parking. Office spaces are 
on the second floor and are NOT 
currently handicap accessible. 
Email info@sapatv.org or call 
802-885-6248 if interested. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – 2006 Dodge 
Quad Cab 4x4, interior excellent, 
$12,900. Call 802-291-5307. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – Assisted 

Living Direct Care, Full or Part, 
$13-15 per hour. Must like cats. 
603-826-0840. 

NEW PAY RATES – Start at $15 
for Housekeeping, Dietary Aide; 
$18 for LNA; much higher for 
Nurses. Second shift and week-
end differentials. Call to hear 
our openings. Gill Odd Fellows 
Home, 8 Gill Terrace, Ludlow, 
VT; 802-228-6862 Joan, HR; 
802-228-6860 January, Director 
of Nursing; EOE.

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing and 
sanding, Ludlow area, residential 

only. Reasonable rates. Contact SK Logging at 802-384-0313. 

ournal

hopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Health Care and Reha-
bilitation Services (HCRS), 
southeastern Vermont’s 
community mental-health 
agency is pleased to an-
nounce the appointment of 
15 new professionals hired 
during October and No-
vember whose talents will 
augment HCRS’ services in 
the Bellows Falls, Brattle-
boro, Hartford, Springfield, 
and Windsor regions.
  October hires include, 

Howard Bronson - Crisis 
Intervention Specialist in 
Brattleboro, Karen Dale - 
School-Based Behavioral 
Interventionist in Brattle-
boro, Christopher Ficklin - 
Direct Support Professional 
(Community) in Windsor 
& Hartford, Eva Grimaldi - 
Clinician I in Brattleboro, 
Amanda McHugh - Com-
munity Outreach Special-
ist in White River Junction, 
James Primrose - Vocational 
Program Coordinator at 
Kindle Farm, Erin Rice - 
Community Outreach 
Specialist in White River 
Junction, Gayle Underhill-
Plum - Direct Support Pro-
fessional (Employment) in 
Windsor & Hartford, Jean 
Warner - Area Manager in 
Bellows Falls, Ryan Wood - 
School-Based Behavioral 
Interventionist in Spring-
field.
  November hires include, 

Trevor Beaudry - Voca-
tional Teacher Sub at Kindle 
Farm, Kimberly Becker - 
Toy Cleaner in Windsor & 
Hartford, Lana Dever - Case 
Manager II in Brattleboro, 
Tina Hanson - Residential 
Specialist at Alternatives, 
Kailen Lott - Classroom As-
sistant at Kindle Farm. 
  These new hires will sup-

port the non-profit agency’s 
comprehensive mental 
health, substance use dis-
order, and developmental 
disability programs, which 
serve 4,000 individuals an-
nually across Windsor and 
Windham Counties.
  HCRS is a nonprofit, 

community mental health 
agency, serving 4,000 indi-
viduals every year through 
its mental health, substance 
abuse, and developmental 
disabilities programs. The 
Agency provides holistic 
care for clients, supporting 
them with employment, 
housing, transportation, 
and other social service 
needs. Visit www.hcrs.org 
for more information. 

HCRS new staff
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holiday happenings

Lawrence & Wheeler has been 
woven into the fabric of the 

Springfield community for decades. 
And now that we’re a part of The 
Richards Group, our dedication to 
our clients and community remains 

stronger than ever as we look 
forward to the future.

The more 
things change, 
the more they 
stay the same.

therichardsgrp.com

(802) 885-2178 

46 Main Street 

Springfield, VT 05156

Insurance and Employee Benefits services provided through Richards Inc., Advisory services are offered through 
TRG Investment Advisors, LLC dba TRG Retirement Plan Consultants (“TRGIA”), a Registered Investment Adviser. 
Richards Inc. and TRGIA are affiliated as Richards Inc. is the parent company of TRGIA. Advisory services are 
only offered to clients or prospective clients where TRGIA and its representatives are properly licensed or 
exempt from licensure. Past performance is no guarantee of future returns. Investing involves risk and possible 
loss of principal capital. No advice may be rendered by TRGIA unless a client service agreement is in place.

Home, Auto & Business Insurance  
Employee Benefits • Retirement Plans

gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage

Wishes You Happy Holidays!

FDI-1916M-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.  AECSPAD

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Bank-issued,  

FDIC-insured

APY*

%

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 12/01/2022. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 
(principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit 
www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest 
rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. 
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs 
require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts 
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Charlie Salisbury 
Financial Advisor

8 Westminster St Ste 1 
Walpole, NH 03608 
603-756-6077

4.70 1-year

New year, new savings plan.

Snacks, Presents, Meet Santa at 1:30,  and 

receive a new toy from Jolly ol’ Santa Claus

American Legion Post #37

42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls • 802-463-9700
CMDR/Chair Pete Squires  //  Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand

Open to All Children of  the Community 12 & Younger

Saturday, December 10th

1:00 - 3:00 pm

CHESTER, Vt. – On Sun-
day, Dec. 11, from 10 a.m. 
until 3 p.m. there will be a 
PopUP Holiday Market held 
at the American Legion, 
Post 67, on Route 103 in 
Chester. Brought to you by 
PopUP Sundays, at Sharon’s 

on the Common. Open to 
the public, with free admis-
sion and plenty of parking.
  Over 20 local entrepre-

neurs will be selling their 
creations of crafts, photog-
raphy, jewelry, wood work-
ing, candles, soaps, fiber art, 

Rockingham Library 
holiday party and raffle

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 

On Saturday, Dec. 10, the 
Friends of the Rockingham 
Library will host a commu-
nity holiday party from 11 
a.m. – 1 p.m. The public is 
invited to this free event. 
There will be plenty of holi-
day refreshments, and live 
music.

PopUP Holiday Market
cookie decorating, pasta, 
hand knit sweaters, orna-
ments, and more.
  There will also be a 

light lunch offered by the 
Stone Hearth Inn & Eat-
ery.
  Come and join the fun.

  Winning tickets for the 
friends’ holiday raffle will 
be drawn. The silent auction 
winners will be announced 
as well. Stop by the library 
anytime to see the prizes. 
Silent auction items include 
tickets to Ray Massucco’s 
Memorial Concert Event 
and a LUCI solar inflatable 

light and charger. Raffle 
items include holiday 
garlands of hand-felted 
hearts, a selection of 
knitting books, a vari-
ety of gourmet teas in 
lovely canisters, children’s 
books, toys, and games. 
Raffle tickets are being 
sold at the front desk. All 
proceeds from the silent 
auction and raffle will 
benefit the Friends of the 
Rockingham Library. 
  For more information, 

email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org, 
call 802-463-4270, or stop 
by the library at 65 West-
minster St. in Bellows 
Falls, Vt.

LUDLOW, Vt. – On 
Nov. 25, Engel & Völkers 
Okemo and 20 local orga-
nizations announced the 
commencement of “Elves 
on Main Street,” a season-
al scavenger hunt in Lud-
low Village, offering raffle 
prizes donated by partici-
pating organizations.
  Each “Elves on Main 

Street” partner organiza-
tion hides one elf, wish 
box, and raffle tickets. 
Contestants who spy an 
elf are entered to win a 
prize from each elf ’s par-
ticipating location, by 
completing and submit-
ting a raffle ticket to its 
wish box. Contestants 
qualify to win a prize for 
every elf they find, and 
some may win different 
prizes from different loca-
tions.
  For each elf, there is 

only one prize available, 
including gift cards and 
baskets from local staples, 
like Brewfest, Blue Sky 
Trading Co., Café at De-
Light, and the town hall. 
But contestants who find 

and submit tickets for all of 
the elves are automatically 
entered to win the grand 
prize: a $250 gift certificate 
to Homestyle Hotel. Elves 
are identifiable by name, 
which hints at their location 
within Ludlow Village. A list 
of elves and participating 
locations is now available at 
the Engel & Völkers Okemo 
blog.
  Engel & Völkers Okemo 

launched “Elves on Main 
Street” in 2021 to help ease 
the isolation of pandemic-
era restrictions. That year, 
the Ludlow-based real es-
tate brokerage teamed up 
with 11 retail partners for a 
month-long holiday activ-
ity designed to invite people 
back into the heart of the 
community: the village.
  In the scavenger hunt’s 

second year, the number 
of partners ballooned to 
20, widening the playing 
field to businesses beyond 
Main Street. Engel & Völk-
ers broadened the concept, 
to match. Starting Thanks-
giving week, villagers and 
visitors are invited to enjoy 

a festive photo fixture in-
stalled by local artist Morgan 
Skiathitis, displayed in front 
of the brokerage through the 
New Year. 
  “Last year, we conceived 

‘Elves on Main Street’ as a 
fun way to bring together 
our community, support 
each other, and add a little 
levity to our lives,” said Engel 
& Völkers owner and broker 
Gail Beardmore. “To our 
delight, it was a hit! We now 
have 20-or so participants 
hiding elves around our little 
village, and I hope, bringing 
us all together in the pro-
cess.”
  The 2022 “Elves on Main 

Street” contest runs in the 
Village of Ludlow, Vt. from 
Friday, Nov. 25 – Tuesday, 
Dec. 27. Winners will be 
announced on Wednesday, 
Dec. 28, and are solely re-
sponsible for retrieving their 
prize(s) from its connected 
location. 
  For more information, vis-

it www.okemo.evrealestate.
com or contact Cara Philbin 
at cara.philbin@evrealestate.
com

Annual “Elves on Main 
Street” scavenger hunt

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Springfield Art Gym will 
open their doors on Sun-
day, Dec. 11, from 1:30 
p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to make 
hanging stars, cards, and 
Christmas tags. There 
will be instructions for the 
stars and ideas for cards 
and tags. We have lots of 
materials available. Join 
us for creative afternoon. 
Checkout the Springfield 
Art Gym’s Facebook page 
or email dpiletz@comcast.
net for more information.

Art Gym 
Holiday 
Crafting

CHESTER, Vt. – The 
First Universalist Parish 
of Chester and the Stone 
Village Art Guild will 
hold a holiday craft fair, 
fine art show, and bake 
sale on Saturday, Dec. 10, 
from 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.
  This holiday shop-

ping event will feature 

fabric baskets, jewelry, or-
naments, mittens, holiday 
floral arrangements, and 
more.
  The bake sale will offer 

pies, breads, cookies, and 
candy.
  Fine art painted by Stone 

Village Art Guild members 
will fill the sanctuary. Guild 

members meet weekly and 
will show works in acrylic, 
watercolor, pastels, and oil. 
Art will be for sale.
  The First Universal-

ist Parish is located at 211 
North St., Rte. 103, in Ches-
ter’s Stone Village. For more 
information contact Melo-
dy at 802-875-5414.

Chester holiday fine art, 
craft fair, and bake sale

C H A R L E S T O W N , 

N.H. – New Hamp-
shire’s own vibrant fe-
male duo, The Becker 
Sisters, invite you to 
their Christmas Con-
cert, “Star of Wonder,” 
at Charlestown Bible 
Church in Charlestown, 
N.H., Dec. 13, at 7 p.m. 

Kirsten and Alyssa Becker 
will be performing a va-
riety of holiday favorites, 
including “I’ll Be Home 
for Christmas,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” Carol of the 
Bells,” and an array of tra-
ditional carols, including 
“O Holy Night,” “Mary Did 
You Know,” and “Hark, the 

Herald Angels Sing.” En-
joy Alyssa’s soaring voice 
and guitar, and Kirsten’s 
sensitive touch on the 
piano. Join us for this spe-
cial night of festive music. 
Admission by donation. 
Check out their Facebook 
page for more information 
@The Becker Sisters.

“Star of Wonder” Christmas 
concert

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont 

Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-952-9570

LUDLOW, Vt. – A local 
charity, Assisting Children 
Today, is delighted to host 
a Christmas party on Sat-
urday, Dec. 17 and every-
one is invited. The event 
will be held at Calcuttas at 
Fox Run Golf Club in Lud-
low. Admission is free. 
  Bring your children, 

grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, friends, 
and neighbors. Santa will 
be there from 2–8 p.m. to 
hand out gifts to all chil-
dren who attend. A free 
buffet will be offered from 
4–7 p.m. We have invited 
many of our local fire de-
partments to participate 

in the festivities as well. 
We look forward to seeing 
everyone there to share 
the joy of the holiday sea-
son.
  For more information 

on Assisting Children To-
day, please visit our web-
site at www.assistingchil-
drentoday.org.

A.C.T. Christmas Party

Join the Assisting Children 
Today Christmas Party. 
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