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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 

On Tuesday, Dec. 6, the 
Rockingham Selectboard 
discussed the Rockingham 
Meeting House (RMH) 
draft conditions assessment 
with Historic Preservation 
Consultant Lyssa Papazian, 
Certified League of Govern-
ment (CLG) coordinator 
Walter Wallace, and Rock-
ingham Historic Preserva-
tion Commission (HPC) 
Chair John Leppman. 
  Leppman said the meet-

ing house belongs to the 
town, and at 235 years old, 
there “is no surprise that it 
has fairly significant struc-
tural concerns that need to 
be addressed.”
  Wallace said in early Au-

gust the team of Papazian, 
Structural Engineer Bob 
Neeld of Engineering Ven-
tures, and Arnold & Scangas 
Architects were hired to as-

sess the building structure 
with support from the se-
lectboard reserve fund and 
additional funding provided 
by the State of Vermont Di-
vision of Historic Preserva-
tion, Preservation Trust of 
Vermont (PTV), and private 
donations. 
  Papazian said they are still 

processing a “huge amount 
of data” and the full struc-
ture report would be re-
leased in the spring. They 
created an electronic scan 
giving floor plans with actu-
al measurements, mapping, 
assessments, and a 3D vir-
tual tour for portions of the 
balcony and under the floor.
  Papazian described the 

damage, which included 
rot on the southwest corner 
under the clapboards, un-
painted boards, open seams, 
missing flashing, damp and 
frost-susceptible soils, poor 
drainage, deteriorated sash-
es, dry and sun-damaged 
interior wood, missing sup-

ports, plaster issues, and life 
saving and ADA code viola-
tions.
  Neeld gave Archaeolo-

gist Tom Jamison’s report on 
foundation exploration and 
soil testing. There is granite 
14-18 inches deep and 10 
inches of stone rubble upon 
native material, a mix of silt 
and clay. He said the soil is 
frost-susceptible and the 
stone movement is thought 
to have caused the heav-
ing and settling. Neeld said 
they found high moisture 
content on some of the floor 
frames where soil made 
contact with the wood. He 
explained that the broken 
windows in the balcony 
most likely occurred due to 
exterior wall movement.
  Papazian presented the re-

port recommendations at a 
total project cost of just over 
$1,000,000. 
  They gave two options for 

the building foundation, a 
new foundation under the 

existing one, and second, 
a shallow frost-protected 
foundation. The first would 
involve moving a number 
of current stones and lifting 
the building to gain access 
to reinforce and replace the 
footings. The second would 
also involve lifting, using 
insulation to provide frost 
protection. Papazian noted 
there were concerns with 
the second option about ac-
cess to the interior footing 
and timbers for inspection 
and that it may require exte-
rior excavation.
  Papazian explained that 

15% of clapboards would 
need replacing, and the 
hand-planed boards would 
be replaced in-kind. They 
suggested metal handrails 
for code, and exterior paint-
ing should involve the prop-
er preparation of primer and 
two coats. The slate roof is-
sues included drainage and 
replacing flashing. 
  Window restorer Sally A. 

Fishburn assessed the win-
dows; eight were replaced 
in 1981 and two had been 
recently restored. Fishburn 
recommended restoration 
if possible to preserve the 
original material because 
reproduction would ensure 
the loss of integrity for the 
building. 
  Papazian said portions of 

the plaster were restored in 
2011 and 2020. She said 58% 
has been conserved only to 
the preservation level which 
still shows the holes. Pho-
tographs showed historic 
“graffiti on the walls” under 
whitewash dated from 1906. 
She said there were pieces 
delaminating and falling 
and she said, “the main ceil-
ing was never done.” Papa-
zian said they recommend-
ed additional funding for a 
full restoration of adhering, 
filling holes, and feathering 
for the whitewash treat-
ment.
  A pew assessment study 

was done in 2005 by Chris 
Cole, but Papazian said 
many of his recommenda-
tions were not done. She 
noted many benches were 
undersupported and the in-
terior wood is fairly dry and 
they recommended adding 
moisture with wax, sanding, 
and sealing the floor.
  Papazian said for mini-

mum code compliance they 
recommended adding signs 
and emergency lighting. 
They suggested a fire detec-
tion and alarm system and 
the removal of one pew and 
a new ramp for ADA access.
  Papazian suggests a bal-

ance of preservation and 
maintaining integrity. She 
said too much change can 
really “undermine your 
ability to raise money; its 
importance is it’s not chang-
ing.” The recommendation 
is for preservation and res-
toration in order to protect 

Rockingham discusses old meeting house

BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 

Back in October, a meeting 
was held in Saxtons River to 
discuss the future of 37 Main 
Street. The former hardware 
store, now a vacant building, 
was donated to the nonprof-
it organization Main Street 
Arts, which is located next 
door.
  Dozens of local residents 

attended the meeting, along 
with Saxtons River Village 
President Amy Howlett 

and Professor Robert Ryan, 
chairman of the University 
of Massachusetts-Amherst 
Department of Landscaping 
Architecture and Regional 
Planning. Ryan has previ-
ously worked on several oth-
er Vermont-area projects.
  During the 90-minute 

planning workshop held in 
the upstairs theatre at Main 
Street Arts, several ideas for 
the vacant building were 
discussed, including a new 
fire station, a coffee shop or 
café, or using the property 
for buried utility lines. 

  After a 2020 engineer-
ing study had deemed the 
building too expensive to 
rehabilitate, the town of 
Rockingham obtained a 
grant to bring in Ryan and 
the UMass planners to as-
sist in finding out what 
the townspeople wanted to 
happen with the property. 
Then, in an early Novem-
ber meeting, six groups 
discussed the good and bad 
points on three different 
ideas: a fire station, a green 
space, and mixed use/resi-
dential.

  “The final meeting for the 
[upcoming] municipal plan-
ning grant is set for Thurs-
day, Dec. 15, [at 6:30 p.m.] 
at 35 Main Street, aka Main 
Street Arts,” Amy Howlett 
said in a recent interview. 
“Fact TV will livestream the 
event, and the format will in-
clude statements from Main 
Street Arts, and then the 
UMass at Amherst consult-
ing team will review the pre-
vious information gathered 
and also report on the three 
ideas that proved most pop-
ular with the community.”

  The team will also suggest 
the next steps in the pro-
cess, answer questions from 
attendees and moving for-
ward, will also be research-
ing ideas to calm traffic on 
the west side of the village, 
which includes 35 Main 
Street.
  “Later in December, the 

team will provide a full 
written report to the Sax-
tons River Village Trustees,” 
Howlett said. “The report 
will include all of the infor-
mation gathered during in-
terviews, picture selection, 

and all the discussions from 
September through Decem-
ber.
  “As a citizen, I was very 

happy to see the turnout at 
the two public meetings, and 
the mood was upbeat and 
thoughtful. We had a good 
mix of people who have 
lived here for many years 
and newcomers to the vil-
lage. The consulting team 
used the meetings effective-
ly, giving people information 
and choices to discuss and 
making notes about their 
decisions.”

Decisions for vacant building in Saxtons River

SPRINGFIELD, 

Vt. – The Spring-
field Regional 
Chamber of Com-
merce and Spring-
field on the Move 
are so grateful for 
all of the people 
and organizations 
that contributed to 
making the Down-
town Holiday Pro-
gram a huge suc-
cess.
  We would like 

to give a shoutout 
to the fabulous HB 
Energy Elves for 
their tremendous 
work on the tree, 
light poles, and 
Santa’s house. We’d 
like to give another 
warm thank you to 
the Graham Family 
of Springfield, Vt. 
for their donation 
of the stunning 
tree.
  Thank you to the awe-

some Jessica Martin and 
Springfield on the Move 
for organizing the sticker 
map and window decorat-
ing contest and to all of the 
people and businesses who 
participated in bringing 
festive cheer to downtown 
Springfield.
  Thanks to Alpha Delta 

Kappa, Springfield Senior 
Center Knit Wits, SOM 

volunteers, and the Town of 
Springfield.
  Shoutout to Chamber 

Board volunteers Marlo 
Mora of Mascoma Bank 
and Jerry Farnum of State 
Farm.
  The music on the Main 

Street speakers was provid-
ed by Lawrence & Wheeler, 
a division of The Richards 
Group. The Springfield 
Community Band also ser-
enaded us with live music 

prior to Santa’s 
arrival.
  Claflin Fam-

ily Food was 
located at the 
entrance to 
Comtu Cascade 
Park with yum-
my food.
  We appreci-

ate Springfield 
Food Co-op for 
sharing their 
parking lot for 
this annual 
community cel-
ebration, and 
the Spring-
field Fire De-
partment and 
Springfield Po-
lice Department 
for delivering 
Santa safely to 
the event.
  And of course, 

we are so thank-
ful for Santa for 

making the time during 
his busy season to visit.
  Thank you to all the 

kiddos and their grown-
ups for braving the chilly 
air and joining in the cel-
ebration. Best wishes for 
a safe and happy holiday 
season and we hope to 
see you on the first Fri-
day in December 2023! 
Please visit our blog for 
more photos at www.
springfieldvt.com.

Springfield Downtown 
Holiday Program

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
The Springfield Gar-
den Club would like to 
thank the civic minded 
members, sponsors, and 
guests who made the 
28th Annual Festival of 
Trees a huge success. If 
you missed the event 
on Nov. 18, you can still 
view the trees and trim-
mings through Jan. 6 at 
the Great Hall, 100 River 
Street in Springfield. The 
theme this year is “Have 
a Holly Jolly Christmas” 
and Santa and his sleigh 
are center stage. 
  The club appreciates 

the following local busi-
nesses who provided and 
decorated a tree: Cla-
remont Savings Bank, 
Dragonfly Designs, 
Gallery at the VAULT, 
Great Hall Handcraft-
ers, HB Energy Solu-
tions, Springfield Hospi-
tal, Tina’s Hallmark, the 
Town of Springfield, and 
Springfield High School. 
This year’s tree winner 
was HB Energy Solu-
tions. 
  The garden club is 

grateful to the members 
and spouses who made 
the event possible as 
well as Ted Foster, 100 
River Street Building 
Manager, who always 
provides enthusiastic 

assistance. Thank you to 
artist, Dan O’Donnell, for 
designing the invitation 
again this year. The club 
would also like to thank 
Black Rock Steakhouse 
for the delicious appetiz-
ers and cheerful service. 
And thanks to the many 
garden club members who 
donated hors d’oeuvres and 
creative raffle baskets. 
  The club would like to 

acknowledge the follow-
ing list of sponsors who 
gave a private or corporate 
donation, or a Silent Auc-
tion Item: Barbara Sander-
son, Beardsley Inc., Biben’s 
Home Center, Shirley Coo-
per, Carol Eramo, Christo-
pher A. Fauver DDS, David 
King, Crown Point Coun-
try Club, Davis Memorial 
Chapel, David, Courtney, 

and Sophia Lihatsh, Drag-
onfly Designs, Edgar May 
Recreation Center, HB 
Energy Solutions, Images 
Hairstyling Salon, Imag-
eTek MFG, IVEK, David 
King, Patricia Martin, Lori 
Muse, Robert O’Brien Wa-
tercolors, Silverwood Gal-
lery, Randy Adams, Beth 
Rigel-Gregg, Smokeshire 
Design, Springfield Family 
Eye Care, Springfield Hous-
ing Authority, Springfield 
Pharmacy, Steve Greene, 
Tina’s Hallmark, Twin State 
Psychological Services, 
Vermont Timberworks, 
Vittum Plumbing and 
Heating, Von Bargen Jewel-
ers, Harriet and Lyle Wood, 
Willow Farm Pet Services, 
and Woodbury Florist.
  Merry Christmas and a 

Happy Holidays to all!

Springfield Garden Club 
applauds festival sponsors

The Festival of Trees was a wonderful success.
PHOTO BY KAREN VATNE

Christmas tree donated by the Graham Family.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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At Brattleboro Hearing Center your  

hearing healthcare is our top priority.

Our Doctors of Audiology keep up with the

latest technology and our research-driven

practices provide the best possible outcomes

in the treatment of hearing loss. We’re proud

to offer personalized, patient-centered care.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Brattleboro, VT • 802-254-3922

Swanzey, NH • 603-354-3325
Greenfield, MA • 413-773-5119

www.BrattleboroHearing.com

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Days, Evenings, Weekends by Appointment

To book online visit our website

Gift Certificates Available

JUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Tue - Fri 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, Sat 7:30 am - 12:00 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday

POWER EQUIPMENT

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

CLASSIC EDGE
TITANIUM HDX

Mfr’s Rated Heat Output 

Capacity –
150,000-400,000 BTU/hr

Includes 25 Year Warranty

New England Outdoor Furnace
877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

30% 
TAX CREDIT

Install a Classic Edge HDX or M255 PE model to 

claim a 30% tax credit, up to $2,000, on your federal 
income taxes the year of installation

Is 20 minutes of your time worth $2,000?

Please contact Wes Smith for details this investment. 
  Board member Rick Cow-

an asked Wallace what uses 

were planned for the meet-
ing house. Wallace said that 
historically it’s been used for 
weddings, memorials, music 
events, and Sunday fundrais-
ers. The Roots on the River 
festival attracted 300 people 
on Fred Eaglesmith’s last ap-
pearance in 2013, ending in 
2019. Wallace said last year, 
the RMH hosted two wed-
dings, both with 50-80 at-
tendees. This fall, they had 
high attendance for the 
Rockingham Old House 
Awards.
  Leppman said there was 

no fix that preserves the in-
tegrity of the balcony for use, 
suggesting it might be ap-
propriate for a photographer, 
but the balcony would be 
extremely limited. Wallace 
said the balcony was closed 
in 2019 after plaster starting 
falling.
  Annette Spaulding, a com-

missioner on the HPC said, 
“The building is so impor-
tant…it’s the foundation of 
our community.”
  Wallace agreed it is an 

extraordinary cost and ex-
plained there are programs 
that support preservation 
work through the National 
Park Service and Rocking-
ham has requested and been 
approved for congressional 
spending through Bernie 
Sanders office for $360,000. 
He said the Save America’s 
Treasures (SAT) grant pro-

gram started in the 1990s to 
help save National Historic 
Landmarks and awards up 
to $750,000. Wallace said the 
town is looking at how best 
to approach the application 
with its required 1:1 match. 
They have the support of 
PTV and the Division of HP, 
but there needs to be a strong 
effort to match these funds. 
  Wallace said, “if we are to 

preserve and conserve the 
building for our children 
and grandchildren; there are 
severe issues…we need to 
creatively address the need 
to stabilize from the ground 
up.”
  Development Director 

Gary Fox asked if the final 
report will indicate a rec-
ommended sequence; what 
to start first and what items 
would be in jeopardy if not 
repaired when recommend-
ed. Papazian said the final 
report would give this infor-
mation. Interested viewers 
can see the draft with cost 
breakdowns and take the 
virtual tour of the Rocking-
ham Meeting House at www.
rockinghamvt.org/historic-
preservation-commission
  The Rockingham Select-

board meetings are on the 
first and third Tuesdays of 
each month at 6 p.m. in the 
Lower Theater of the Bellows 
Falls Opera House, open to 
the public and available by 
Zoom.

HOUSE
From Page 1

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – We would 
like to thank all of our clients 
and community members for 
the wonderful toy donations 
made to the Springfield San-
ta Claus Club Toy Drive. Be-
cause of your thoughtfulness, 
children in our area will have 
a brighter holiday season. 
Thank you from Amy Duffy, 
Edward Jones Financial Ad-
visor, left, and Jessie Martin, 
Branch Office Administrator, 
right. Happy Holidays!

PHOTO BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

Edward Jones toy drive

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

You’re invited to Black 
River Innovation Campus’s 
December Open House 
and Actuator Pitch Night.
  Join us at the Black River 

Innovation Campus for this 
end of year open house and 

pitch night on Dec. 16 from 
4 - 6 p.m.
  The Team at BRIC will 

be on-hand to offer tours 
of the facility, answer your 
questions, and to discuss 
our Actuator Entrepreneur-
ship Program. During the 

open house, you will also 
see and hear from our 
current actuator cohort 
of tech entrepreneurs. 
Visit, network or just 

celebrate 2022 at our 
Park St. campus location 
on Friday, Dec. 16.

BRIC Open House

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – It is a pleasure 
to announce that Ca-
den Haskell has been 
named the Novem-
ber Elks Student of 
the Month for Bel-
lows Falls Union High 
School. Caden, a se-
nior, is the son of Co-
rey and Janelle Haskell 
of Rockingham.
  Caden works hard 

in his classes. He is 
an active and positive 
participant in class 
discussions and activi-
ties. Concerned about 
doing well, he puts in 
the time to improve his 
skills. 
  Positive, smiling, and 

always willing to help 
without being asked, Ca-
den is a good role model 
for others. Well respected 
by the staff and students 

at BFUHS, he is a pleasure 
to work with and an asset 
to any group or activity he 
joins.
  His loyalty to his school, 

team, and community is 
strong and prominent in 
everything he does. As 
one of the captains for this 

year’s football team, he 
worked hard to get every-
one involved and work-
ing hard for the team. He 
volunteered to read the 
morning announcements 
every morning this year 
as well.
  Interested in helping 

others get involved, Ca-
den volunteered at the 
Pee Wee Football camp 
and recruited students to 
help with PeeWee Foot-
ball practices, games, and 
the snack shack. Through 
his involvement with this 
program, he made con-

nections with a number of 
young people who could be 
seen cheering for him at the 
football games.
  Clearly deserving of rec-

ognition, BFUHS and the 
Elks are proud to have Ca-
den as our November Stu-
dent of the Month. 

BF November Elks 
Student of the Month

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Every Thursday from 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. an enthusi-
astic group of handcraft-
ers meets in the Great Hall 
Gallery at 100 River Street 
in Springfield, the former 
Fellows Gear Shaper build-
ing, to work on individual 
craft projects and share 
time and skills with friends. 
This fun and friendly 
group welcomes all types of 
handcrafters from knitting 
and crocheting to embroi-
dery, quilting, rug hooking, 
rug braiding, basket mak-
ing, diamond painting, and 
scrapbooking.
  Members of the Great 

Hall Handcrafters help 
each other, teach new skills, 
and inspire each other to 
finish their UFOs – those 
UnFinished Objects.
  Much enthusiasm is cre-

ated among the clientele 
passing through the Great 
Hall to their doctor’s ap-
pointments. People stop 
and visit to admire the 
projects in progress and 
are encouraged to join the 
group. They relive and re-
kindle their fond memo-
ries of working with their 
hands on projects.
  The group brings their 

own lunches. Community 
members are invited to join 

the group. If you can’t stay 
for the whole time, bring 
your lunch during your 
lunch hour and visit and 
share your projects with 
the group.
  The group participated 

in the Springfield Garden 
Club’s Festival of Trees by 
decorating one of the com-
munity trees with their 
handmade ornaments. 
Their tree will be on dis-
play in the Great Hall, 
along with the other trees, 
throughout the holiday 
season.

  Written by Annie Katz 
and Marita Johnson.

Great Hall Handcrafters

Caden Haskell.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, past President 
of Chester Historical 
Society, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
ronpatch27@gmail.com
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Homeownership  
more affordable.

Equal Housing Lender. 

Certain restrictions apply. Subject to credit and property approval. 

©2022 M&T Bank. Member FDIC. NMLS# 381076. AMP-3254-A 221012 VF

M&T has options to help you  

achieve homeownership.   

You may be eligible for solutions to help: 

• Reduce the cash needed at closing

• Lower monthly payments

• Save thousands by paying less interest

• Qualify with a less-than-perfect credit history

Get started with one of our mortgage specialists by 

calling 1-888-253-0993 or visit us at mtb.com.

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S

802-228-5774

FIXED ANNUITY SPECIAL

5% tax deferred & guaranteed for a full 5 years!

No More Stock Market Risk  •  Highly Rated Insurance Company
Limited Time Offer

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

Call Huntley Financial Services to find out more. Lock in this rate today!

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                              

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

FOR IMMEDIATE HIRE:
CDL Hazmat Driver and Licensed Plumber

Water Wells and Pumps
     2022  is  our  50th  Year
   Prompt service, Local people

800-831-8883

Hap
py

Hol
iday

s!

FOR ALL OF YOUR SEPTIC NEEDS

  Here is some 
history of the 
old Jiffy Mart 
site in Chester. 
The earliest busi-
ness I’m aware of 
that existed here 
was the Chester 
Boot Company. I 
don’t know much 
about this busi-
ness other than 
it appears on the 
1869 Beers Atlas 
as Chester Boot. 
I know of no pho-
tos of the boot 
company.
  I have a busi-

ness card from this com-
pany that reads: “CHES-
TER BOOT COMPANY, 
Manufacturers and 
Wholesale Dealers in 
MEN’S, BOYS’ AND 
YOUTHS’ CUSTOM 
MADE THICK BOOTS. 
CHESTER, VT.” 
  The next businesses 

that I am aware of here 
were Charles Walker’s 
Furniture House, fol-
lowed by Guild’s Store. 
  From “The History of 

Chester, Vermont” by 
Chester Historical Soci-
ety, 2011:

  “Charles H Walker – 

1899
  “The Furniture house of 

Charles H. Walker is today 
the senior business in Ches-
ter, but this is by no means 
the principle recommenda-
tion, it is also the house fur-
nishing emporium of this 
section.
  “Charles Walker was 

an old timer, and com-
menced the manufacture 
of house furniture away 
back in 1845, and con-
ducted the business activ-
ity until about 1890, when 
Charles H. Walker became 
the business manager, and 
is now the proprietor. The 

firm have discontinued the 
manufacture of furniture, 
owing to the low prices and 
close competition of recent 
times.
  “Walker’s House Furnish-

ing Store, 40x100 feet, was 
erected in 1889. The stock 
is very extensive, and com-
prises practically every-
thing needed to conduce 
to the comfort and luxury 
of housekeeping. Walker 
keeps cradles for the baby, 
and caskets for the dead, 
and the household appli-
ances needed from the cra-
dle to the grave. On the first 
floor is found a good stock 

of chamber suits, a beauti-
ful display of crockery, and 
the best standard stoves and 
ranges and fixtures. The 
second floor is devoted to 
sofas, lounges, parlor suits, 
and a fine display of plain 
and fancy chairs, with wall 
paper and carpets. The un-
dertaking department is in 
the rear of this salesroom. 
Mr. Walker is a practical 
undertaker, having taken 
a course in embalming in 
New York City, and his 
services are in frequent de-
mand…” 
  Here you read this build-

ing was erected in 1889. 
This replaced the building 
occupied by Chester Boot 
Company. Whether it was 
lost to fire or torn down, I 
do not know. I have a photo 
of Walker Manor where 
Charles Walker lived. 
Walker Manor was across 
the street from Jiffy Mart. 
We knew this home as Ad-

These families were inter-
twined through marriage.
  Those my age, give or 

take a few years, will re-
member the ugly tenement 
building that sat where the 
stone bank is today. Ted 
Spaulding told me some 
history of this building.
  It was about 1940 when 

the Walker building was 
moved. It was moved from 
its original site to where the 
stone bank is today. You 
may recall the tenement 
had a flat roof. Ted didn’t 
recall if the building had a 
flat roof prior to moving or 
perhaps removed when it 
was moved. They took the 
gable roof off down to the 
second floor.

  Buzzie’s Texaco
  Many will remember 

Buzzie’s. Donald “Buzzie” 
Buswell ran a Texaco sta-
tion here. Ted told me it was 
about the time the building 
was moved when the first 
service station appeared 
at this location. It was es-
tablished during WWII by 
Phil Haus or Haws. Haus 
ran the station until about 
1950 when Buzzie took it 
over. Buzzie ran it for many 
years.

  Jiffy Mart
  In Jan. 1986, I went to 

Portugal to buy and im-
port antiques. When I 
left Chester the Jiffy Mart 
was under construction. 
When I returned home 
in late January the Jiffy 
Mart was open for busi-
ness. It had a long run. 
Today Garrison Smith 
owns the property. I 
think it’s a prime piece of 
Chester real estate.

  John Greenwood
  Thinking of the boot 

company reminded me 
of John Greenwood. He 
lived where Gingerbread 
apartments are today. I 
was in this house many 
years ago. I remember a 
stick and ball fretwork 
separating two rooms. In 
the center of the fretwork 
is a large G for Green-
wood. 
  Some may remember 

Dunham Boots down in 
Brattleboro. Ted told me 
Greenwood was a sales 
rep for Dunham Boots, 
and that he drove a Pack-
ard. Greenwood was a 
successful businessman.

  This week’s old saying: 
“Two reasons to keep 
fishing. One, they are 
biting or two, they are 
not.”

Chester Boot Company

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Stu-
dents in RVTC’s Advanced 
Manufacturing and Engi-
neering Program joined area 
professionals during Mas-
tercam training this Dec. 7 
and 8.
  The Advanced Manu-

facturing and Engineering 
program at the River Valley 
Technical Center partnered 
with Technical Education 
Solutions, LLC from Asto-
nia, Conn., to bring industry 
level training in Mastercam 
to the RVTC service region. 
11 professionals from the 
region participated in this 
training on Wednesday, 
Dec. 7 and Thursday, Dec. 8.
  Mastercam is the leading 

software in the United States 
for Computer Aided Manu-
facturing, CAM. CAM is 
used to generate Computer 
Numerical Control, CNC, 
tool paths that allow ma-
chining centers, mills and 
lathes, to create complex 
three-dimensional parts. 
Mastercam uses a three-
dimensional, parametric 
model of a part or product 
to identify geometry, pock-
ets, holes, profiles, etc., that 
needs to be subtractively 
machined in order to pro-
duce a finished part. Para-
metric models can also be 
generated in Mastercam or 
they can be imported from 
other softwares like Solid-
Works and Fusion 360.
  The need for Mastercam 

training was identified dur-
ing a recent AM&E program 
advisory meeting in Novem-

ber. Most Mastercam train-
ing in New England is only 
offered in larger, urban areas 
like Boston, Mass. or Hart-
ford, Conn. Technical Edu-
cation Solutions sent one of 
their top trainers to Spring-
field to run this training. 
Participants used the highly 
specialized CAD, Computer 
Aided Drafting, lab that is 
part of the AM&E program. 
The training went for eight 
hours each day, over the two 
days. The training was de-
signed to bring Mastercam 
users from the novice to in-
termediate level. Some par-
ticipants also experimented 
with fourth and fifth axis 
programming, which is con-
sidered an advanced Mas-
tercam application.
  Two secondary students 

from the AM&E program, 
along with their instruc-
tor, Christopher Gray, also 

participated in the training. 
These students got to work 
alongside practicing engi-
neers from GS Precision 
in Brattleboro and Keene; 
Chroma Technology in 
Rockingham and Sonnax 
Transmissions, also in Rock-
ingham.
  As an added perk, the 

participants in this training 
were able to enjoy an out-
standing lunch at the River 
Valley Cafe, the RVTC’s in-
house restaurant, run by the 
culinary arts program.
  Hopefully this pilot train-

ing will be the first of many 
partnerships between indus-
try, education, and training 
companies.
  For more information 

about the River Valley Tech-
nical Center, our programs, 
or adult training opportuni-
ties, check out our website at 
www.rvtc.org.

RVTC Manufacturing and 
Engineering training

ams Funeral Home.
  Guild’s store
  Next to occupy the 

building was Guild’s 
store. I don’t know much 
about Guild, but at the 
historical society we 
have a large collection 
of Guild, Hadley ,and 
Gibson family artifacts. 

Walker furniture store ca 1910.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY RON PATCH
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If you think you can’t afford service, think again. You could qualify for 

a discount on your service through a low-income telephone assistance 

program called Lifeline Assistance. Lifeline Assistance credits reduce 

monthly service charges.

Who’s Eligible?

If you have a household income that is at or below 135% of the Federal 

Poverty Guideline or if you participate in one of the following programs, 

you may be eligible to participate:

 • Medicaid

 • Food Stamps (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP))

 • Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

 • Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)

 • Veteran’s Pension and Survivor’s Pension Benefits

To apply for Lifeline, you must apply to the Lifeline National Verifier 

at www.checklifeline.org. You may also print an application from that 

website. If you have questions about applying, to check eligibility or to 

request an application, visit www.checklifeline.org or call the National 

Verifier at 1-800-234-9473.

If you qualify for Lifeline, you may also be eligible for the FCC’s new  

low-income internet assistance program called Affordable Connectivity 

Program (ACP). The ACP is a government program that helps qualifying 

consumers pay for internet service. If you qualify for ACP, you may 

receive up to a $30/month discount on your internet service. For more 

information about ACP, visit https://www.affordableconnectivity.gov/.

Lifeline and the Affordable Connectivity Program are government 

assistance programs. The programs are non-transferable. Only eligible 

consumers may enroll in either program. There is a limit of one discount 

per household, per program. Lifeline credits on internet service are only 

available where minimum supported broadband service is available. If the 

household becomes ineligible for Lifeline and/or ACP, the household will 

be subject to TDS’ regular rates, terms, and conditions.

For more information from TDS about these programs,  

visit https://tdstelecom.com/lifeline.html or tdstelecom.com/acp,  

or call 1-888-CALL-TDS.

Get a Discount on Your TDS Service

208056VT/11-22/12202

Dear Editor,

  I am very appreciative 
of Village President Deb 
Wright’s suggestion to con-
sider renewable energy in 
the form of rooftop solar on 
the town hall, reported in 
The Shopper Newspaper on 
Nov. 30, 2022.
  A rooftop solar installa-

tion aligns perfectly with the 
energy chapter of the town 
plan, based on the state’s re-
newable energy goals. The 
action steps of the plan in-
clude a policy for the Rock-
ingham Energy Committee 
to advise the trustees, the 
selectboard, and other offi-
cers to promote energy con-
servation and renewable en-

ergy generation. This is an 
opportunity for the town to 
show leadership by example 
through creating renewable 
energy on one of our town 
buildings.
  An investment of funds 

now, when repairs are need-
ed, will pay off over many 
years in reduced electricity 
costs.
  If we are interested in de-

veloping renewable energy 
generating capacity here in 
Rockingham, it would be a 
good idea to also look at all 
the options available to us. 
Then we can make choices 
as to the location and timing 
for development that makes 

the most sense. Diversi-
fied power generation is 
going to be essential in 
the near future. We can 
take steps now toward 
that future.
  If any residents of Rock-

ingham are interested 
in joining the Rocking-
ham Energy Committee 
to help make renewable 
energy happen on town 
properties, please contact 
me.

Sincerely,
Laurel Green
Member of the Rocking-

ham Energy Committee
Bellows Falls, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  I am a year-round resi-
dent of Mount Holly and 
try to do all of my shopping 
in Ludlow as well as ski at 
Okemo in the winter. I am 
wondering why there are 
little to no holiday decora-
tions on Main Street and at 
the resort. I was recently 
at the post office in town 
and noticed that the only 

decorations in the plaza on 
Pond Street are two small 
wreaths on the Chamber 
of Commerce office. Main 
and Mountain bar has at 
least decorated their estab-
lishment. 
  If we want to attract peo-

ple to shop and eat for the 
holiday season we should 
be making an effort to 

make our town feel like 
a holiday destination. 
Little to nothing has 
been done to promote 
that from a visual per-
spective, other than the 
tree by the gazebo, away 
from the center of the 
village. 
  Other communities 

like Grafton, Stowe, and 
Killington are making 
the effort. Why not Lud-
low? It’s hard to get into 
the holiday spirit when, 
coupled with the lack of 
snow, there seems to be 
little in the way of vil-
lage decorations that 
embrace the season.

Sincerely,
Joe Galbraith
Mount Holly, Vt.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

As part of AT&T’s support 
for digital literacy initia-
tives nationwide, the com-
pany is helping the Pub-
lic Library Association 
(PLA) bring free, bilin-
gual, and in-person digi-
tal literacy workshops to 
nearly 160 libraries across 
the country, including in 
Vermont. These contri-
butions are part of our $2 
billion commitment made 
in 2021 to help bridge the 
digital divide. 
 The selected libraries 

in Vermont are Brandon 
Free Public Library and 
Springfield Town Library. 
  The workshops will uti-

lize online digital literacy 
courses available through 
AT&T ScreenReady® and 
PLA Digital Learn. Cre-
ated in collaboration with 
PLA, the courses teach 
skills ranging from tech-
nology basics to avoiding 
scams. 
  “Everyone deserves 

the power to use technol-
ogy with confidence,” said 
Owen Smith, President – 
AT&T Vermont. 
  “Our nation’s public 

libraries serve as power-
ful partners in advancing 
digital equity and lifelong 
learning for all,” said PLA 
President Maria McCau-
ley. “PLA is excited to 
team up with AT&T to 
enhance and expand our 
digital literacy resources 
to reach new families and 
communities through 
AT&T, their connected 
learning centers, and local 
organizations.”
  Public libraries play a 

vital role in providing ac-

cess to the Internet, devices, 
digital content, and knowl-
edgeable staff to all, particu-
larly to people of color and 
youth in low-income house-
holds. In 2019, nearly 54 mil-
lion Americans accessed the 
Internet in public places, and 
public libraries alone hosted 
nearly 224 million public In-
ternet use sessions. 
  Additionally, in Vermont, 

the Boys & Girls Club of 
Burlington has received 
$22,000 in support from 
the AT&T Foundation over 
the past year to support the 
club’s Early Promise pro-
gram. The goal of the club’s 
Early Promise program is 
to reduce and eventually 
eliminate the income-based 
academic achievement gap 
in the community of young 
people we serve. A crucial 
part of these efforts includes 
helping club members build 
the digital literacy skills 
necessary to succeed in the 
modern workplace. Club 
educators integrate these 
lessons into the broader cur-
riculum and individualized 
tutoring, ensuring that club 
members receive a balanced 
lesson plan.
  According to the U.S. 

Department of Education, 
about 16% of U.S. adults 
are not digitally literate. In 
addition, about 40% of dis-
connected students face sig-
nificant adoption barriers 
including insufficient digi-
tal literacy skills, according 
to a report from Common 
Sense Media. To close the 
digital divide it’s important 
that families have accessible 
and affordable internet con-
nectivity, but equally as im-
portant is that they have the 

digital literacy skills needed 
to use and benefit from the 
internet.
  To learn more, visit att.

com/connectedlearning. 
  About Philanthropy & So-

cial Innovation at AT&T
  We’re committed to ad-

vancing education, creating 
opportunities, strengthening 
communities, and improv-
ing lives. As part of our com-
panywide $2 billion com-
mitment from 2021 to 2023 
to address the digital divide, 
we launched AT&T Con-
nected Learning to invest 
in connectivity, technology, 
digital literacy, and educa-
tion solutions to help today’s 
learners succeed inside and 
outside of the classroom. 
Since 2008, we’ve committed 
to programs that help mil-
lions of students across all 50 
states and around the world, 
particularly those in under-
served communities.

  About Public Library As-
sociation
  The Public Library As-

sociation (PLA) is the larg-
est association dedicated to 
supporting the unique and 
evolving needs of public li-
brary professionals. Found-
ed in 1944, PLA serves 
nearly 10,000 members in 
public libraries large and 
small in communities across 
the United States and Can-
ada, with a growing pres-
ence around the world. PLA 
strives to help its members 
shape the essential institu-
tion of public libraries by 
serving as an indispensable 
ally for public library lead-
ers. For more information 
about PLA, contact the PLA 
office at 1-800-545-2433, ext. 
5PLA, or pla@ala.org.

Digital Literacy Training 
for Vermont

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Health Care and Rehabilita-
tion Services (HCRS), south-
eastern Vermont’s nonprofit 
community mental health 
agency, held its annual meet-
ing this year on Nov. 10, in 
Springfield, in person again 
for the first time since 2019. 
  Attended by approxi-

mately 115 board members, 
staff, clients, and community 
members, the event celebrat-
ed the agency’s accomplish-
ments and impact on cli-

ents over the last fiscal year. 
George Karabakakis, Ph.D., 
HCRS CEO, stated, “As I 
reflect upon the past year, 
what immediately comes to 
mind are the relationships 
and connections we have 
developed in our commu-
nity, with our colleagues at 
HCRS, with all the partners 
we work with, not to men-
tion the people we serve, and 
their families.”
  Attendees were treated 

to very special and poi-
gnant stories provided by 
four guest speakers, all of 
whom have received ser-
vices through HCRS. These 
pre-recorded presentations 
spoke of these clients’ and 
family members’ challenges 
with mental health issues or 
disabilities and how HCRS 
has supported them for a 
better life.
  Every year at the annual 

meeting, HCRS gives out 
dozens of awards, and this 
year was no different. In ad-
dition to the employee rec-
ognition awards, including 
60 staff service awards total-
ing 645 years of service, the 
agency presented the James 
Bartley Community Part-
nership Award to Jill Lord, 
Director of Community 
Health at Mt. Ascutney Hos-
pital and Health Center and 
to the Springfield School 
District’s Occupational De-
velopment Program and 
their Job and Transitions 
Coordinator/Special Educa-

tor, Margaret Gultekin. Both 
of the recipients were being 
honored for the profound 
difference they have made to 
so many lives in partnership 
with HCRS. 
  The HCRS annual meet-

ing, which focused on com-
munity connections, was 
preceded by an event put 
on by HCRS in October to 
recognize employers they 
partner with who have 
made an incredible impact 
on supported employees. 
The event, sponsored by 
Dartmouth College, in-
cluded employers from all 
over Windsor and Wind-
ham counties who partner 
with HCRS. The guests were 
treated to a delicious lunch 
provided by Dartmouth 
Dining as the businesses 
received awards for being 
champions of disability em-
ployment.

  About HCRS
  Founded in 1967, HCRS 

is a nonprofit, community 
mental health agency serv-
ing Vermonters in Wind-
ham and Windsor counties. 
HCRS serves over 4,000 in-
dividuals every year through 
its mental health, substance 
abuse, and developmental 
disabilities programs. The 
Agency provides holistic 
care for clients, support-
ing them with employment, 
housing, transportation, and 
other social service needs. 
Visit www.hcrs.org for more 
information.  

HCRS honors community partners
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E. DUMMERSTON, Vt. – 
Theresa “Terry” A. Bolster 
of East Dummerston, Vt. 
passed away on Nov. 30, 
2022, at home.
  Terry was an amaz-

ing woman, wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grand-
mother, sister, aunt, cousin, 
and friend to many people. 
Together with her husband 
of 60 years, Cleon Bolster Sr., 
they founded B’s Treasures 
and Flea Market in Swanzey, 
N.H.
  Terry spent most of her life 

in Vermont, creating a great 
home for her children and a 
safe, happy place to live for 
foster children.
  Terry enjoyed spending 

her days going to tag sales, 
flea markets, and thrift 
shops. She loved family 
gatherings, large and small, 
and sharing stories of cur-
rent and past milestones.
Terry is survived by her 

husband Cleon, daughters 
Anita Foss, Lora Gonyea, 
Karen Sprague (Martin), 
and son Cleon Jr. (Frankie). 
Her grandchildren Rodney, 
Levi, Cameron, Beth, Eric, 
Kaden, Krista, and great-
grandchildren Connor, 
Caden, Colin, Mason, and 
Ivory. She is also survived by 
her brother James and sisters 
Lea, Barbara, and Sandy.
  A Celebration of Life will 

occur on Dec. 15, 2022, from 
1-3 p.m. at the Dummerston 
Grange in Dummerston 
Center.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

consider West Dummerston 
Fire Dept - Rescue Squad. 
P.O. Box 40, W. Dummer-
ston, VT 05357
  Arrangements are entrust-

ed to the care of the Fenton 
and Hennessey Funeral 
Home, 55 Westminster St. in 
Bellows Falls. www.fenton-
andhennessey.com.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Sylvia 
“Honey” Rose Graves, 80, 
entered into eternal rest on 
Dec. 4, 2022. She was born 
on May 22, 1942 in Cam-
bridge, Mass., adopted as 
an infant by Joseph and Ra-
chel Thibodeau. As a young 
girl she traveled around the 
country with her Christian 
ministry family to establish 
several Assembly of God 
churches. She graduated 
from RCS High School in 
Ravena, N.Y. in 1960. 
  While living in Vermont, 

Honey met Donald Ferris 
Graves. She married Donnie 
on July 11th, 1964 and they 
had three sons together, Jon-
athan, Matthew, and Mark. 
Above all, Honey loved and 
cherished her family and 
she especially enjoyed be-
ing a grandmother. She had 
a strong faith in God and a 
beautiful singing voice. She 
enjoyed singing hymns and 
gospel music in church and 
at weddings and funerals. 
Over the years she helped 
raise many local children 
in her daycare and she lov-
ingly opened her home and 
heart to those who needed 
help in times of hardship. 
Honey was also a talented 
baker and seamstress, cre-
ating many beautiful wed-
ding and special occasion 
cakes over her lifetime. 
Later in life she also enjoyed 
her hobbies of crafting and 
scrapbooking. 
  Honey was predeceased 

by her husband Donald 
Ferris Graves and her son 
Jonathan Lee Graves, as well 
as her parents Joseph and 
Rachel Thibodeau, and her 
sister Leona Heffernan.
  She is survived by her son 

Matthew Graves and his 
wife Christina of Ludlow; 
her son Mark Graves and his 
wife Tanya of Ludlow; five 

grandchildren, Dominic, 
Kirstin, Brianna, Oliver, and 
Vivian; and a great grand-
daughter, River James. She is 
also survived by her nieces, 
Cristen Demmer and Loren 
Parrish, and their families 
in Pennsylvania; her Aunt 
Dot Jelley and her nieces, 
Kathy Doyle, Lynda Jelley, 
and Penney Peloquin and 
their families in Vermont; 
her three half brothers Vic-
tor, Robert, and Patrick 
Simeone and their families; 
and many extended family 
members and friends who 
knew and loved Honey over 
her lifetime. The family ex-
presses heartfelt gratitude to 
the staff at the Gill Home for 
the wonderful loving care 
she received over the last 
two years.
  In lieu of flowers, please 

make donations in Honey’s 
name to the Gill Home in 
Ludlow or to a charity of 
your choice.
  A graveside service will 

be held in the early summer 
next year.
  A Celebration of Life for 

Honey will be held on Sun-
day, Dec. 18, 2022 at 2 p.m. 
at DJ’s Restaurant in Lud-
low, Vt.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield is assisting the 
family with arrangements

Sylvia Graves, 1942-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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LUDLOW, Vt. – Sur-
rounded by family and 
friends, Michael J. McDer-
mott, 75, passed away at 
his home on Saturday Dec. 
3, 2022, following a brave 
struggle with Alzheimer’s. 
He was born June 21, 1947 
in Niagara Falls, N.Y., the 
son of James J. and Mary 
L. (Juzwiak) McDermott. 
Michael graduated from 
Bishop Duffy High School 
in Niagara Falls and went on 
to graduate with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Niagara 
University. While at Niagara 
he was ROTC-Commis-
sioned – Second Lieutenant 
United States Army Reserve, 
and later transferred to ac-
tive duty with the United 
States Army. Michael was 
a licensed pilot and contin-
ued to serve his country as 
a long time member of the 
Vermont Civil Air Patrol 
and the Rutland Compos-
ite Squadron, attaining the 
rank of Major.
   Michael lived in Spring-

field for many years before 
moving to Ludlow. He was a 
bartender in the surround-
ing areas, before beginning 
his career with Jiffy Mart, 
where he retired as their Di-
rector of Operations.
 Michael loved skiing and 

hiking, and was a loyal Buf-
falo Bills fan. He was an ac-
complished photographer 
who enjoyed traveling, es-
pecially to Ireland. In 2015 
he met the love of his life 
with whom he shared these 

interests. 
   He is survived by his lov-

ing and devoted wife Kim-
berly McDermott of Lud-
low, Vt.; one son J. Michael 
McDermott of Northfield, 
Mass.; stepson Brendan 
Ferguson of Troy, N.Y.; one 
brother Daniel McDermott 
(Barbara) of Beaver Creek, 
Ohio; two sisters Sharon 
Higgins (Mark) of Niagara 
Falls, N.Y., and Christina 
Palmer of Niagara Falls, 
N.Y.; aunt sister Rita McDer-
mott Curry of Buffalo, N.Y.; 
sister-in-law Diana Palmer 
of Queensbury, N.Y.; and 
many loving nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and cherished 
friends, especially Cynthia 
and Richard Farnsworth of 
Chester, Vt.
   In accordance with Mi-

chael’s wishes a celebration 
of life will be held at a later 
date.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting 
with arrangements.

Michael McDermott, 1947-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ste-
phen Michael Politza, 76, 
of Springfield, Vt., died of 
natural causes at home on 
Saturday, Dec. 3, 2022.
  He was born Oct. 30, 

1946 in Mt. Vernon, N.Y., 
the son of Stephen and The-
resa (Cavanna) Politza. He 
received his education in 
South Glastonbury, Conn. 
He was proud to serve as a 
Marine, earning a Merito-
rious Mast in the Vietnam 
War. He spent the rest of his 
life as a self-employed mas-
ter electrician.
  Stephen was an avid 

lover of dogs, especially of 
the late Lucan. He enjoyed 
spending time with his 
family and friends. He was 
a kind and generous pro-
vider for his loved ones and 
held a deep appreciation for 
the outdoors.
  He is survived by his for-

mer wife Judy (Ouellette) 
Politza; son Erik Politza of 
Springfield, Vt.; daughter 

Laurel Politza of San Fran-
cisco, CA.; three grandchil-
dren Kody, Kiley, and Kian 
Politza of Springfield, Vt.; 
and numerous cousins and 
second cousins.
  A military service will be 

held at a later date in Con-
necticut.
  Davis Memorial Chapel 

in Springfield, Vt. is assist-
ing the family with the ar-
rangements.

Stephen Politza, 1946-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

S. LONDONDERRY, 

Vt. – Ronald Underwood 
III died unexpectedly on 
June 12, 2022 from a tragic 
auto accident. He was born 
on Oct. 5, 1993 to Ronald 
Underwood Jr. and Tamry 
Omand Bratton at Grace 
Cottage Hospital in Town-
shend, Vt. He grew up in 
South Londonderry. Ron-
nie went to Flood Brook 
School, and then on to 
Green Mountain High 
School in Chester, Vt. Base-
ball and softball were his 
main interests and enjoy-
ments. He played baseball 
throughout his high school 
years, and then joined the 
Green Mountain Softball 
league in Chester with his 
father, where they played 
men’s softball league games 
until his death.
  He worked for his grand-

father Ron Underwood Sr. 
since he was 15 years old, 
side by side with his father 
until two months before he 
passed away. Ronnie had 
then moved to Newfane 
to be with his fiancé Kate 
Edson. Shortly after, Ron-
nie started working for Jeff 
Grindlay from Newfane, 
which he enjoyed a lot.
  Ronnie loved to go to 

Montana for many years, 
and it was the highlight of 
his summer vacation. He 
then traveled last year up to 
the northern point of Mich-
igan, where he and Kate 
enjoyed his second love for 
snowmobiling, with stops 
to visit with Kate’s family 
while out there. He had a 
love for fishing and hunt-
ing with his friends as well.
  Ronnie had lots of 

friends that will always 
miss him, especially at the 
ball field in Chester. A cel-
ebration of his life was held 
on June 20, 2022, at the 
Green Mountain Softball 
League field with many 

speakers expressing their 
loss of a great friend and 
family member. There were 
about two hundred people 
from many states to help 
celebrate with us. The Ser-
vice was followed by a buf-
fet luncheon with a great 
barbecue graciously served 
by Devin Lewis, a special 
softball teammate; and 
then a wonderful fireworks 
display given by his future 
brother-in-law Josh Blish. 
A lovely granite bench, 
which was designed by his 
dad and their softball team 
in Ronnie’s memory, has 
been put at the softball field 
for everyone to visit and to 
remember a great young 
man loved by so many peo-
ple. We hope everyone will 
remember a fantastic young 
man, torn away from all of 
us way too soon. Sadly, he 
wasn’t able to fulfill all his 
dreams that he and Kate 
had planned. We will all 
miss him forever, and never 
forget a great son, grand-
son, brother, cousin, and a 
friend to many people.
  He is survived by his fa-

ther Ron Underwood Jr. 
and his stepmother Jodie, 
his mother Tamry Brat-
ton and stepfather Scott, 
sister Abigail Underwood 
and her fiancé Josh Blish, 
half sister Autumn Bratton, 
step siblings Holly and Cole 

Landon, fiancé 
Kate, Grandpar-
ents Dick and 
Marsha Omand, 
and Ronald Sr. 
and Emily Un-
derwood, and 
lots of aunts, un-
cles, cousins, and 
many friends.

Ronald Underwood III, 1993-2022.
PHOTO PROVIDED

N. WALPOLE, N.H. – Pe-
ter J. Waysville, Jr., 74, of 
North Walpole, N.H., died 
peacefully at Massachu-
setts General Hospital sur-
rounded by his loving fam-
ily on Nov. 25, 2022. Peter 
was born on July 18, 1948 in 
Bellows Falls, Vt., to the late 
Peter Waysville, Sr. and Ka-
tie (Jones) Waysville. 
  He attended Bellows 

Falls High School, gradu-
ating in 1966, and went on 
to achieve a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Chemi-
cal Engineering at the Uni-
versity of New Hampshire, 
graduating in 1971. He split 
his career between the fields 
of Chemical and Civil Engi-
neering, yet he always had 
time for providing guid-
ance and encouragement in 
every step of his children’s 
lives. Peter was a devoted fa-
ther that was ever-present at 
his children’s events and ac-
tivities, especially cheering 
them on at their basketball 
games. He was a dedicated 
and loving husband to his 
wife Christine, spending 55 
incredible years with the 
love of his life.
  Peter’s hobbies included 

playing men’s league softball 
in his early adult years and 

finding a knack for wood-
working as he grew older. 
He also enjoyed coin and 
stamp collecting, as well as 
following all the New Eng-
land sports teams, especially 
the Boston Bruins. Peter 
was a lifelong member of 
the Elks, Knights of Colum-
bus, Sons of the American 
Legion, and Polish Clubs. In 
retirement he enjoyed trav-
elling with his wife from the 
coasts of Maine to Florida.
  Peter is survived by his 

wife, Christine (Huntley) 
Waysville; son, Jason R. 
Waysville, and his fiancée, 
Rebecca Ferguson; daugh-
ter, Sarah Waysville; and 
many nieces and nephews.
  Peter was predeceased by 

his parents, Peter Waysville, 
Sr. and Katie (Jones) 
Waysville; stepmother, Dor-
othy (Reagan) Waysville; 
and brother, Richard 
Waysville.
  A Celebration of Life will 

be announced and held in 
the spring of 2023.
  Arrangements have been 

entrusted to the care of the 
Fenton and Hennessy Fu-
neral Home, 55 Westmin-
ster St. in Bellows Falls, Vt. 
www.fentonandhennessey.
com.

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Ascutney Union Church, 5243 Route 5
There will be a brunch after church on Dec. 18, starting 
at 10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. On Dec. 24, we 
will have a Christmas Eve Candlelight Service starting at 
6 p.m. All are welcome to attend.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
Join the Ludlow Baptist Church for a Christmas Cantata 
and candlelight service on Christmas Eve at 7 p.m. 
There will be a performance of “Light of the World, A 
Musical Worshipping the Christ of Christmas.” For more 
information, go to www.LudlowBaptist.org.

United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 
Pleasant St.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols 
5:30 p.m. Christmas Day Service Celebrating the Birth 
of Christ in Carols and Stories 10 a.m. Whoever you 
are and wherever you are in your life and faith journey, 
you are welcome here! Handicap parking and access 
available, for information call 802-228-4211.

CHESTER, VT. 
First Universalist Parish of Chester, 211 North St., 
RT 103, in Chester’s Stone Village.
On Sunday, Dec. 18, at 4 p.m. there will be a Christmas 
candlelight service of lessons and carols held at the First 
Universalist Parish of Chester. Refreshments will follow in 
the Fellowship Hall.

SPRINGFIELD, VT. 
First Congregational Church, 77 Main St., 
Springfield.
Winter Solstice marks the shortest period of daylight in 
the year. First Congregational Church in Springfield will 
be offering a special “Longest Night” service on Sunday 
afternoon, Dec. 18, at 2 p.m. in our Fellowship room. 
Christmas Eve service will take place Saturday, Dec. 24 
at 4 p.m. Everyone is invited to join us as we recount the 
story of Christ’s birth through scripture readings, singing 
of carols, and candlelight. The service will be live-
streamed on our Facebook page as well. The following 
morning, Christmas day, enjoy a service of music, 
scripture, and reflection on our new YouTube channel  
@firstchurchspringfield4738.
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calendar REAL ESTATE/AUTO

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Convenient To Major Ski Areas!

Enclosed Spa Room! Majestic 

Fireplace! 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

5.02+/- Acres, Windham, $499,000

Great Investment Opportunity!

5 Unit Multi-Family Home

2 Garage Bays For Storage

Springfield, $239,000

4.24+/- Acres Made up of Two 

2+ Acre Lots w/Potential For Great 

Campsite or House Site w/Development

Andover, $57,000

A Piece of History On 

2+/- Acres w/Beautiful View!

4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Rockingham, $$399,000

Not Your Typical Mobile Home!

Uniquely Built & Small Garage

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath, 1.76+/- Acres

Rockingham, $119,000

Spacious Ranch w/In-ground Pool!

Long Range Mountain Views!

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 4.75+/- Acres!

Townshend, $399,500

Antique Home In Heart of

Quintessential Village!

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 0.5+/- Acres!

Grafton, $369,900

Riverfront Property, Front of House

& Barn Can Be Salvaged

In Need of Rehab

Springfield, $75,000

Cleared Building Lot In Subdivision

Long Road Frontage

2.1+/- Acres

Newfane, $29,500

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

Your Home Loan Lender of Choice

WHERE
YOU
LIVE

All loans subject to credit approval. Rates and fees subject to change. ©2022 PrimeLending, a PlainsCapital Company PrimeLending). (NMLS: 13649

 Equal Housing Lender. PrimeLending VT lender lic no. 6127 and broker lic no. 0964MB V010918. 

Purchase Refinance Renovation

Victoria Blodgett
NMLS# 179656 | Senior Loan Officer

802-975-0350 vblodget@primelending.com

www.vbprimelending.com

126 Main St #1C
   Ludlow, VT 05149

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for  

Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Vermont
Journal
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THE VERMONT JOURNAL & THE SHOPPER
802-228-3600  |  ads@vermontjournal.com

www.vermontjournal.com

To learn more about Paws With A Cause and to find out 

how you can help, just download this simple app and

watch this story come to life:

GET ZAPPAR
ZAP THE CODE

TO DONATE

Provided as a community service by this civic minded publication
and the Association of Community Publishers

P&M Auto
Quality Used 

Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT
Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit ApprovalBankruptcy • Bad Credit

First Time • Divorce

2017 Volkswagen Jetta
61,000 Miles
Auto
Fully Loaded
Sunroof

2014 Kia Optima2014 Toyota Sienna

2017 Nissan Rogue

4 Door 
Cruise
Auto
4 Cylinder

Third Row Seats
Fully Loaded
Auto w/ Manual 
      Mode
Bluetooth

Auto
Fully Loaded
Heated Seats
4 Cylinder

2017 Ford Escape SE

2015 Volkswagen Jetta

4WD
Auto
A/C
Cruise

Auto
Cruise
4 Door
Power Windows

ournal

hopperLike us!   @VermontJournal

HOLIDAY 

HAPPENINGS 
DEC. 15 –

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
On Thursday, Dec. 15, at 
7 p.m., St. Luke’s Mission 
Theatre, 176 Main Street, 
Charlestown, N.H., will 
present an evening of 
traditional Christmas 
songs and carols featuring 
the Silvertones from the 
Charlestown Senior Center. 
The group, directed by 
Carol Clark, is well known 
in the Fall Mountain Region. 
They will sing a variety of 
traditional Christmas songs 
and carols and will ask 
the audience to join them 

in singing a number of 
familiar pieces. The concert 
will be held one night only 
and is free to the public. 
However, donations will 
be cheerfully accepted. No 
tickets are required. This is 
a wonderful event for the 
entire family.

DEC. 18 –

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown Historical 
Society will be having a 
Christmas gathering on 
Sunday, Dec. 18 at 2 p.m. 
in the Community Room 
(under the library). Enjoy 
our collection of “Old 
Christmas Ornaments,” 
singing Christmas carols, 

and holiday refreshments.

EVENTS & 

MORE
DEC. 17 –

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project presents an 
acoustic music Winter 
Solstice Mini-Fest featuring 
multi-instrumentalist Matt 
Flinner and folk/roots 
trio Low Lily on Saturday, 
Dec. 17 at 7:30 p.m. at 
Next Stage at 15 Kimball 
Hill in downtown Putney, 
Vt. Tickets are cheaper in 
advance or can be bought 
at the door. Next Stage will 
provide a beer, wine, and 
cocktail cash bar. Advance 
tickets are available at 
www.nextstagearts.org. For 
information, call 802-387-
0102.

DEC. 18 – 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Dec. 18 at 10 a.m. the 
Springfield Art Gym will 
be hosting a holiday 
themed Zentangle class 
taught by Wendi Germain, 
Certified Zentangle Teacher 
(CZT). Everything needed 
will be provided. We 
can even digitize your 
artwork and prep it for 
printing Christmas cards. 
To sign up email us at 
springfieldartgym@gmail.

com, direct message us on 
Facebook, or text Wendi at 
802-376-8811.

DEC. 19 – 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Monday, Dec. 19, at 
1–3 p.m., in the Great 
Hall at 100 River Street, 
Springfield, there will be a 
program of holiday music. 
Kathi Byam and a local 
ukulele group will perform 
for our entertainment.

SUNDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Loyal Order 
of Moose will be hosting 
a community breakfast on 
the first and third Sunday 
of every month downstairs 
at the Bellows Falls Moose 
Lodge, 59 Westminster St. 
in Bellows Falls, from 8–10 
a.m. All you can eat for a 
minimal cost.

MONDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Free 
Tobacco Quit class led by 
Sarah Doyle, Mondays, 
from 6-7 p.m., at Parks 
Place, 44 School Street 
Ext., Bellows Falls. Dinner 
included. Call or text Sarah 
at 802-289-0045 or email 
sdoyle@springfieldmed.org.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Mondays at 6:15 p.m., join 
Mikayla for a yoga class. 

Contact Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or visit www.
dgbodyworks.com for more 
information. Private classes 
are available.

TUESDAYS –

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The 
first visit is free. We are 
taking Covid precautions 
so a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every Tuesday 
at 25 Cherry Hill in Bellows 
Falls. Weigh-ins start at 
5:45 p.m. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aquatic 
Aerobics, Tuesdays at 
10:30 a.m. at the Spring 
House at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

WEDNESDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Knitting with 
Friends at Six Loose Ladies 
on the Chester Common, 
Wednesdays, from 10 a.m. 
to noon.

THURSDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Cardio & 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 9:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Aqua 
Sculpt, Thursdays at 10:30 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Thursdays at 6 p.m., join 
Lori Wright for a yoga 
class. Contact Lori Wright 
at 603-401-8123 or visit 

www.dgbodyworks.com for 
more information. Private 
classes are available. 

FRIDAYS –

CHESTER, Vt. – Bone 
Builders Class in Chester 
every Friday, from 10-11 
a.m. Classes will be held in 
the First Universalist Parish 
of Chester community room. 
Classes are free and open 
to all. Drop-in class, no 
registration needed. For 
details, contact Barbara at 
bwquilter1778@gmail.com.

SATURDAYS –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Zumba 
classes, Saturdays at 8 
a.m. at the Spring House 
at Jackson Gore. All 
fitness levels welcome. Call 
802-228-1419 for more 
information. 

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
The Winter Market in 
South Londonderry is back! 
Come to the Historic Depot 
Station off Route 100 every 
Saturday through Dec. 
17, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
for hot food and locally-
made crafts. For more 
information, contact Kyle 
Cohen at klc0319@gmail.
com.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Saturdays at 9 a.m., join 
Lori Wright for a yoga 
class. Contact Lori Wright 
at 603-401-8123 or visit 
www.dgbodyworks.com for 
more information. Private 
classes are available.

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

LUDLOW, Vt. – Yoga classes 
at the Spring House at 
Jackson Gore. Yoga Stretch 
with Kathy Saturdays at 10 
a.m. and Slow Flow Yoga 
with Lisa Sundays at 10:15 
a.m. Drop in rates apply. 
For details, call the Spring 
House at 802-228-1419 or 
visit www.okemo.com.
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield  802-885-7111

Open Wed. 11-5, Fri. 11-7, Sat. 11-5

Stocking Stuffers, Ornaments, Pottery, Scarves, Craft Kits, 
Home Decor, Glass, Fine Art, Prints & Photographs

A Festival of Color, new Open Wall Show

https://galleryvault.org/
(01/18/23 - TFN - 13 )

Builders/Contractors

APEX VENTURES, LLC - HOUSE PAINTING
Booking interior painting for the winter. Also booking exterior 

painting for the spring and summer of 2023. Houses, decks, 

porches, garages and barns.  Email adam@apexventures.one 

for a free quote.
(02/08/23  - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
“Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We handle a variety of projects, from home repairs, restora-

tions on up to full renovations, and new construction too. Our 

clients can expect professionalism, proficiency, customer 

care, and quality. Call or email today at 802-376-3275 edwin.

mortensen@gmail.com. 

Follow us on Instagram @nedthehammer
(11/22/23 - 52)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-

ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 

flooring, decks, and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 

State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 

802-558-5267. 
(12/14/22 - 13)

NEW ENGLAND HOME

BUIDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414 — Located in Weston, VT

Kitchens, Additions, and Remodels.  Finish Carpentry and Cabinet 

Work.  Property Maintenance. Fully Insured, Free Estimates. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com
(11/22/23 - 52)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-

226-7977 Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 

10am-6pm. 
(08/11/23 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including ve-

neer, walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 

32 years experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or 

stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 
(02/22/23 - 13)

Okemo Valley TV

LOCAL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK
• Replay of 1997 Black River HS Soccer Championship

• Holiday programming- incl. school concerts & short jingles

• Ludlow Fire Department Fire Auction promo

• Talk with Paula

• Pat & Penny Travel to Morocco

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV pro-
gram guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv
(01/04/23 - TFN - 13)

Scrap Metal Wanted
Call Chet for free removal of scrap metal. Also buying scrap 

cars. Call 802-875-3788.
(12/14/22 - 13)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks

• Replay of 1997 Black River HS Soccer Championship

• Holiday programming- incl. school concerts & short jingles

• Ludlow Fire Department Fire Auction promo

• Talk with Paula

• Pat & Penny Travel to Morocco

TOWN OF WALPOLE 

RECORDING SECRETARY VACANCY 

 

The Selectboard of the Town of Walpole is seeking a 

Recording Secretary. Job duties include: 

• Attending Selectboard and Staff Meetings held at 
the Town Hall on the Thursday evenings. 

• Transcribing minutes for scheduled meetings.  
 

Applicants may submit a letter of interest and resume to 

the Town of Walpole Selectboard Office, 34 Elm Street, 

PO Box 729, Walpole, NH  03608. For more 

information, call 603-756-3672 or visit walpolenh.us for 

a job application and description. 

TOWN OF ANDOVER 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
of Andover, Vermont will be held on Tuesday, January 3, 
2023 at 6:00 p.m. at the Andover Town Hall to consider the 
following application for a conditional use permit:

Application #:  12/4/22/11/10 
Applicant:  New Cingular Wireless PCS, LLC
Property Location:  448 Stigers Road, Andover, VT   
Owners:  Stuart & Fiona Morton  
Reason for hearing:  Application to request a conditional 
use permit to install a temporary wireless communications 
facility.

Dated at Andover, Vermont, this 8th day of December, 2023.
Jeanette Haight, Andover Town Clerk

Vacasa is hiring for Seasonal 

Housekeepers in Ludlow!

$22/HR with $750 sign-on bonuses available

Contact Kendra at 612-209-5778 for details 
or apply online at vacasa.com/careers

STATE OF VERMONT

SUPERIOR COURT    ENVIRONMENTAL DIVISION
       Docket No.
___________________________________
     )
In Re:  Divided Sky Foundation Land )
 Use Permit Amendment 2S0155-1 )
      )
___________________________________  )

NOTICE OF APPEAL

 Pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 8504(a) and Rule 5 of the Vermont Rules of Environmental 
Court Proceedings (V.R.E.C.P.), Fox Run Homeowners’ Association Inc. MBE and its con-
stituent owners  (collectively, the “Association” or “Appellant”) hereby appeals to the Vermont 
Superior Court Environmental Division from the Land Use Permit Amendment dated No-
vember 1, 2022 (the “Permit”), issued by the District 2 Environmental Commission approving 
the application submitted by Divided Sky Foundation to convert and renovate an existing 
building located at 262 Fox Lane Extension in Ludlow, Vermont, that was formerly used as a 
weight control center, to now be used as a residential substance use disorder treatment facility 
(the “Project”). A copy of the Permit is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.  
 The Association owns land that shares a property boundary with the Project parcel. 
The Association participated before the District Commission and was granted party status. 
The Permit, if confirmed, would injure the Association’s particularized interests protected 
under 10 V.S.A. ch. 151. The statutory and legal bases for this appeal and/or the Associa-
tion’s party status are, inter alia, 10 V.S.A. §§ 6001(14), 6001(23), 6085(c)(1)(e), 8502(7) and 
8504(a).

 Notice to Interested Persons: You must enter an appearance in writing with the 

Court within 21 days of receiving this Notice of Appeal or in such other time as may be 

provided in Vermont Rule of Environmental Procedure 5(c) if you wish to participate in 

this appeal. 

 
DATED at Rutland, Vermont this 30th day of November, 2022.

Respectfully submitted,

Appellant

By its attorneys:

FACEY GOSS & McPHEE P.C.

 
By: _____________________________________
Antonietta Girardi Dutil, Esq.
Rodney E. McPhee, Esq.
71 Allen Street, Suite 401   |   P.O. Box 578   |   Rutland, VT 05701
(802) 665-2674   |   (802) 665-2670
tdutil@fgmvt.com   |   rmcphee@fgmvt.com 

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, Paper 
Money, Vintage Sports-Postcards, 
Comics. See our displays at AN-
TIQUE CENTERS in Chester and 
Quechee. Open 7 Days. 802-
379-2353. House calls available. 

FOR RENT
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Office Space 
for Rent located on River Street. 
500 square feet, $500/month. 
Heat/AC and electric included. 
Ample parking. Office spaces are 
on the second floor and are NOT 
currently handicap accessible. 
Email info@sapatv.org or call 
802-885-6248 if interested. 

FOR SALE
CHESTER, Vt. – 2006 Dodge 
Quad Cab 4x4, interior excellent, 
$12,900. Call 802-291-5307. 

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-775-
2859 or 802-236-7213. 

HELP WANTED
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – Assisted 
Living Direct Care, Full or Part, 
$13-15 per hour. Must like cats. 
603-826-0840.

NEW PAY RATES – Start at $15 
for Housekeeping, Dietary Aide; 
$18 for LNA; much higher for 
Nurses. Second shift and week-
end differentials. Call to hear 
our openings. Gill Odd Fellows 
Home, 8 Gill Terrace, Ludlow, 
VT; 802-228-6862 Joan, HR; 
802-228-6860 January, Director 
of Nursing; EOE. 

WORK 
WANTED
LUDLOW AREA – Use of truck 
with driver and helper. Garbage 
pick-up, moving, cleanouts, 
snow shoveling decks and roofs, 
whatever you need a truck for. 
Great references. Call Bill 802-
228-4916. 

WINDSOR, Vt. – Mt. As-
cutney Hospital and Health 
Center (MAHHC), a mem-
ber of Dartmouth Health, 
is celebrating its 50th anni-
versary on County Road in 
Windsor, Vt.
  Individuals coming by for 

scheduled appointments are 
encouraged to view the spe-
cial historic display found 
at the main entrance of the 
hospital.
  The informative display 

features various items that 
span the decades, such as 
photos, documents, news-
paper clippings, and a candy 
striper uniform.
  The original Windsor 

Hospital was established 
in 1933 in what is now the 
Stoughton House on Main 
Street, a former mansion 
deeded to the cause. The 
move from a bustling Main 
Street to farmland on Coun-

ty Road was completed in 
1972.
  Along with the move 

came a new public identi-
ty: Mt. Ascutney Hospital 
and Health Center.
  Founded in 1933, Mt. 

Ascutney Hospital and 
Health Center is a non-
profit community hos-
pital network, including 
the Mt. Ascutney Hospi-
tal and Historic Homes 
of Runnemede, a senior 
residential care campus, 
in Windsor.

Celebrating 
50 Years with 
historic display
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holiday & events

Take GOOD BEER Home!

IPA
Sours

Rarities

Extensive
Wine

Selection

ORDER AHEAD OF TIME

SKIP THE LINE

BE THE FIRST TO KNOW
ABOUT NEW FEATURED

Available for Pickup!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

PRODUCTS

gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage

Wishes You Happy Holidays!

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont 

Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-952-9570

3630 Rte 103N Chester
smokeshiredesign.com

Sip + Shop
December 16th

22nd & 23rd

Nightly Specials
Drinks & Nibbles

4-7 pm

Please join us!

603-401-8123

dgbodyworks.com

7 Depot Street
Proctorsville, VT

Mondays at 6:15 pm 
with Mikayla

Thursdays at 6:00 pm 
with Lori

Saturdays at 9:00 am 
with Lori

Weekly Yoga Classes

*private classes are available
Call 603-401-8123 for more information 

197 Elm Street  •  Chester, Vermont 05143
802.875.3295

Appointments Currently Required

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday: 10:00 to 4:00 • Saturday: 9:00 to 12:00

Shop Early for the Holidays
20% Off 

All Framed Artworks
Offer Ends 01/21/23

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth

• Eric Sloane

• Luigi Lucioni

• Frank McCarthy

• Robert Todd

• Gerald Lubeck

• and others!

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

The Rockingham Historic 
Preservation Commission 
invites the twin state com-
munity to Yuletide caroling 
at the Historic Rockingham 
Meeting House, Dec. 18 at 1 
p.m. A prelude to the carol-
ing will include a short holi-
day organ concert on the 
Meeting House’s 1890 Estey 
organ. Cookies will be pro-

vided by Lisai’s Market and 
cider from Allen Brothers.
  “We believe that this 

beautiful, historic build-
ing is the perfect place to 
celebrate this special time 
of year and bring our com-
munity together,” said 
Walter Wallace, Commis-
sion Coordinator. “As the 
Meeting house is one of the 
most authentic colonial-era 

Meeting House examples 
in America, please dress 
warmly as it has no heat 
except the warmth of our 
hearts and a good wool 
sweater!”
  Song lyric sheets will 

be provided. For further 
information contact the 
Rockingham Historic 
Preservation Commis-
sion at 802-591-0831.

Yuletide Caroling at 
Rockingham Meeting House

CHESTER, Vt. – For 
many years the people of 
the parish celebrated the 
yuletide holidays on the 
Sunday before Christmas 
with a traditional candle-
light service of lessons 
and carols. On Sunday, 
Dec. 18, at 4 p.m. the 
Christmas candlelight 
service of lessons and car-

ols will be held at the First 
Universalist Parish of Ches-
ter. Refreshments will follow 
in the Fellowship Hall.
  “Lessons” is another word 

for the ancient Christmas 
story, which will be related 
this year by members of the 
parish.
  The offering from this 

service is donated in its en-

tirety to the Chester Ando-
ver Family Center.
  We invite the community 

to this beautiful service.
  The First Universalist 

Parish of Chester is located 
at 211 North Street, Route 
103, in Chester’s Stone Vil-
lage.
  Contact us at chesterv-

tuu@gmail.com.

Chester Christmas 
Candlelight Service

LUDLOW, Vt. – Follow-
ing lengthy negotiations 
with FIFA, the Internation-
al Professional Soccer or-
ganization, FOLA, Friends 
of the Ludlow Auditorium, 
has been able to acquire 
the rights to show the fi-
nal round of the FIFA 2022 
World Cup match from 
Qatar. This match will be 
screened live in the Ludlow 
Town Hall auditorium and 
is free.

  FOLA will screen the 
World Cup championship 
match, broadcast live from 
Qatar, on Sunday, Dec. 18 
at 10 a.m.
  Scott Stearns, FOLA’s Ac-

tivity Director, in announc-
ing this ambitious program, 
said, “This is a major first 
for both FOLA and the 
Town of Ludlow. We’re just 
happy that we were able to 
make this great sporting 
event available to everyone 

in Ludlow and the sur-
rounding area.”
  Jim Alic expressed his 

thanks to Scott for the 
amount of work involved 
in making this event pos-
sible. “Scott did a really 
fantastic job bringing all 
the loose ends together so 
that we all could attend this 

championship event on the 
Arabian Peninsula, and not 
worry about the heat in the 
process.” He also thanked 
the Town of Ludlow for 
making the auditorium 
available for these events.
  Information on this event 

may be obtained by calling 
802-228-3287

FIFA World Cup in Ludlow Town Hall

Watch the World Cup.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PUTNEY, Vt. – The Next 
Stage Arts Project and 
Twilight Music present an 
acoustic music Winter Sol-
stice Mini-Fest featuring 
multi-instrumentalist Matt 
Flinner and folk/roots trio 
Low Lily on Saturday, Dec. 
17 at 7:30 p.m. at Next Stage. 
The four award-winning 
musicians, accompanied by 
double bassist Steve Roy, 
celebrate the solstice play-
ing energetic instrumentals 
and songs for the season on 

mandolins, guitars, fiddles, 
and banjos, and singing in 
three and four part harmo-
ny.
  Grammy-nominated 

mandolinist Matt Flinner 
has made a career out of 
playing acoustic music in 
new ways. Flinner’s style 
and compositional ability 
have established him as one 
of the most accomplished 
and musically diverse man-
dolinists in the world.
  Over the past two decades, 

Low Lily’s Liz Simmons and 
Flynn Cohen have crafted 
a signature sound that is 
deeply rooted in tradition, 
yet refreshingly contempo-
rary. Along the way, they 
have garnered two number 
one songs on international 
folk radio and two Indepen-
dent Music Award wins. Liz, 
Flynn, and newest band-
mate Natalie Padilla, have 
performed with numerous 
well-known names in folk 
and traditional music, in-

cluding Ruth Moody, Aoife 
Clancy, Livingston Taylor, 
Melanie, and Peter Rowen.
  Next Stage Arts is located 

at 15 Kimball Hill in down-
town Putney, Vt. Tickets 
are discounted in advance 
or can be purchased at 
the door. Advance tickets 
are available at www.next-
stagearts.org. For more 
information, call 802-387-
0102. Next Stage will pro-
vide a cash bar with beer, 
wine, and cocktails.

Winter Solstice 
Mini-Fest at Next Stage

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Canal Street Art Gallery 
presents the “LIFE: Judy 
Hawkins, Carol Keiser, MC 
Noyes” exhibit, a collection 
of artworks displaying awe, 
coexistence, and mindful-

ness of life, on view Dec. 16 
through Feb. 11. Join the Gal-
lery on the Third Friday Gal-
lery Night in Historic Down-
town Bellows Falls Dec. 16 
and Jan. 21 from 5-7 p.m. to 
celebrate and meet the art-
ists. All gallery events are free 
and open to the public.

  Judy Hawkins paints us-
ing layers and glazes of bril-
liant and high contrast color 
which is built up, removed, 
and reapplied, to make land-
scapes which share the artist’s 
awe for life. Hawkins paints 
with the intention of learn-
ing something new from 

each experience during the 
process, paying attention to 
paint drips and accidental 
color combinations. “Over 
the last few years, I have 
thought about how impor-
tant it is for me to continually 
learn something new when-
ever I put brush and color on 
canvas; each new experience 
brings a new perspective and 
vocabulary to my work, not 
unlike life. I am in awe of na-
ture. It never ceases to amaze 
and inspire me.” 
  Carol Keiser paints using 

vivid colors and large shapes 
to show pleasure and delight 
in subjects like women at lei-
sure, floral still lifes, interiors, 
and landscapes. Keiser’s new 
series is of life in Zambia, 
Africa: buffalo, elephants, 
giraffes, lions, leopards, 
and zebras, experienced by 
the artist in the plains and 
on the Zambezi River. “To 
watch the herds of buffalo, 
or elephants, or giraffes, or 
zebras move slowly across 
the plains, grazing, playing, 
protecting the young, was 
like watching a great dance 
of harmony and synchrony, 
of acknowledging that there 
is space for all of us in this 
universe, that coexistence is 
possible and real.”
  MC Noyes paints with 

broad gestures and thick 
layers of paint to represent 
the movement, pattern, and 
light of the landscape. Noyes 
applies layers of paint while 
still wet, mixing colors on 
the canvas, painting over the 
same brushstrokes to pre-
serve the gestures. The art-
ist’s new series, Water Way, 
is created from observing 
the movements and patterns 
of water. “The concept of 
my Water Way series is us-
ing bubbles on the surface of 
flowing water as a visualiza-
tion to detach the mind from 
intrusive thoughts and bring 
it back to the present. This 
series of paintings is a rep-
resentation of this imagery. 
The fast current is moving 
away from the viewer’s per-
spective, up the tall vertical 
canvases to an unseen hori-
zon.”
  Canal Street Art Gallery 

is located at 23 Canal Street, 
Bellows Falls, Vt., and is open 
Tuesday to Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more 
information, go to www.ca-
nalstreetartgallery.com, call 
Mike at 802-289-0104, or 
email artinfo@canalstree-
tartgallery.com.

In Awe Coexistence and Mindfulness of LIFE
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