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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Dec. 1, the Rock-
ingham Selectboard discussed 
the upcoming vacant positions 
in the Listers Department with 
fiscal year 2023 budget propos-
als.
  Camilla Roberts and Paul 

Obuchowski are stepping 
down from the Listers Office 
in March of 2022. Municipal 
Manager Scott Pickup said they 
wanted to leave with a suc-
cessful transition. Currently, 
the department has a board of 
three elected listers, including 
Paul Noble, so two of the three 
positions will be vacant.
  Roberts said they wanted to 

ensure their work and knowl-
edge were maintained and 

continuity in the Listers Office 
remained. Roberts said they 
were “concerned [about] good 
training and support for two 
new positions... that there is a 
plan in place that supports two 
new people.”
  Noble said they had inter-

viewed four other towns who 
had different systems. He said 
there were two roles of a lister: 
assessment and daily duties 
fielding questions with resi-
dents and working with the 
state and town.
  The Listers Office gave four 

possible resolutions to the town 
with budget options, which 
Noble explained was mandated 
by state law.
  Option 1 involved a board of 

three listers performing all du-
ties, which was what the town 
has had. Noble explained this 

was the most cost-effective op-
tion with a budget of $62,420. 
He said, “We probably did not 
recognize the strengths we 
had,” and recommended their 
ultimate goal was the board of 
three listers.
  Option 2 included three full-

time listers and a part-time 
contracted consultant bud-
geted for $75,020. Roberts said 
this was close to the budget two 
years ago. She said it was “a step 
stone to return as a town to a 
solid board of three listers who 
can do the next townwide reap-
praisal.”
  Noble explained that Roberts 

was willing to serve as the con-
sultant. He said she brings his-
tory and knowledge of the area, 
which was important to the 
continued success of the Listers 
Office.

  Option 3 involved three 
part-time listers, a full-time 
assistant clerk, and a half-time 
contracted assessor, budgeted 
at $118,700.
  Option 4 was no Board of 

Listers and the process would 
be managed by an assessor and 
clerical assistant. This option 
requires a town vote to disband 
the listers and was budgeted at 
$103,100 for a half-time asses-
sor with a full-time clerk and 
$118,700 for a full-time asses-
sor and half-time clerk.
  Noble estimated that it would 

take “one to two years to train 
new people to adequately han-
dle the residential properties in 
Rockingham.” He added that 
depending on who ran for the 
position, there was “tremen-
dous potential [for this] to be-
come a career.”

  Roberts said there was state 
supported training that was 
free for the town. Some of the 
courses take years to com-
plete. She said, “With our help 
and those training workshops, 
courses and certifications [that 
are] available,” the new listers 
should be ready by the next re-
appraisal.
  Board member Rick Cowan 

asked if it would be hard to re-
cruit. Noble replied, “Person-
ally, I have found the listers job 
was one of the most rewarding 
I’ve ever had.”
  Obuchowski thought it would 

be hard to recruit; as it’s a part-
time position with no benefits.
  Roberts suggested the town 

provide compensation of $20 
per hour to retain commit-
ted individuals. She explained 
that the budgets reflected that 

hourly rate.
  The Listers Office has already 

submitted ads and press releas-
es. Hammond suggested they 
contact FACT TV for a spot on 
The Feed to give an overview of 
the job description. Noble said 
someone had expressed an in-
terest as of last week.
  The listers asked for town 

support in directing interested 
people to their office on the 
third floor. Contact listers@
rockbf.org or call 802-463-1229 
for more information.
  The Rockingham Select-

board will discuss budget pro-
posals Tuesday, Dec. 14 with 
the Rockingham Library, Town 
Highway, Recycling Center, Fi-
nance Office, Town Clerk, and 
Manager starting at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Lower Theater of the Bel-
lows Falls Opera House.

Rockingham addresses lister vacancies with 
options for fiscal 2023

BY BILL LOCKWOOD

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Last 
summer David Stern, former 
Main Street Arts artistic di-
rector, and a number of local 
“theater people” formed a new 
theater company called the 
Wild Goose Players. Benefit-
ing from the generous support 
of Next Stage Arts in Putney, 
which currently serves as their 
nonprofit fiscal agent handling 
ticketing and other administra-
tive functions, Wild Goose has 
returned live theater to Next 
Stage’s programming.
  Their first production, the 

delightful children’s musical 
“A Year with Frog and Toad,” 
opened this past summer out-
doors at the Waypoint Center 
in Bellows Falls.
  This month Stern and the 

company have added a new 
base of operations in a store-
front at 7 Westminster St., just 
off the south end of the Square 
in Bellows Falls. The space pro-
vides room for a costume shop, 
scenery shop, and office, and 
a rehearsal space with a nice 
hardwood floor and a grand 
piano.
  The name Wild Goose Play-

ers is based on the concept 

of the theater company being 
like a flock of wild geese who 
collectively lift themselves up 
as they fly along, encouraging 
each other toward future ar-
tistic endeavors. Other found-
ing members and behind-the-
scene regulars are Sandy Klein, 
Liz Guzynski, Chip O’Brien, Ed 
Dinnany, Morganna Ekkens, 
Ira Wilner, and John Haddon. 
They are among the ones Stern 
says “make it happen” in addi-
tion to the casts and crews.
  Stern has a strong connec-

tion to Bellows Falls, having 
lived nearby in Westminster 
for over 20 years. Stern says he 
sees his company as part of this 
community as well as part of 
the Next Stage community. He 
says, “It’s all about collaborative 
work and being a presence in 
the community. We are so hap-
py to be here. It feels like home.”
  Stern is well known in Bel-

lows Falls for bringing four big 
stage musicals over the past few 
years to the Bellows Falls Op-
era House including “Sweeney 
Todd,” “Jesus Christ Superstar,” 
and “Chicago.”
  Twice the town let him use 

the empty storefront in the Op-
era House building as their cos-
tume shop.
  Liz Guzynski says, “I have so 

many fond memories work-
ing in the storefront next 
to the Opera House during 
‘Secret Garden’ and talking 
to people who would pop in 
out of curiosity, or to donate 
a prop, or perhaps get more 
involved.”
  Extending that to the new 

space, she adds, “I hope 
many people become as con-
nected to this [new] venue as 
we do.”
  Of that new space just 

down the Square from the 
Opera House, Sandy Klein 
says, “The geese have landed! 
We love the idea of a gather-
ing place for building things 
together, for gathering, and 
chatting, and eating with 
company and friends. To be 
in the heart of Bellows Falls 
means we get to be a part 
of the burgeoning art scene 
there.”
  Wild Goose Players will 

present their work in both 
Bellows Falls and Putney, 
and throughout the region. 
Already they have presented 
“Frog and Toad” at the Way-
point Center, a fundraiser 
cabaret, “The Bellows Fol-
lies” with the Rotary at the 
Opera House last month, 
and a reading of Truman 

Capote’s touching 
story, “A Christmas 
Memory” last Satur-
day at Stage 33.
  Stern will return 

to the Bellows Falls 
Opera House with 
a big stage musical, 
“Into the Woods” the 
last weekend in April 
and first in May this 
spring. Other plans 
include New Hamp-
shire Public Radio’s 
Sean Hurley’s original 
play “Food and Shel-
ter” at Next Stage in 
January and “Hamlet” 
next summer at a ven-
ue yet to be named. 
Information can be 
found at www.next-
stagearts.org.

Wild Goose Players land in 
Bellows Falls

Director David Stern next to his Wild Goose Players logo in the group’s new 
space in Bellows Falls.

PHOTO BY BILL LOCKWOOD

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Pierce Lawton Unit 37 
American Legion Aux-
iliary members Marcy 
Smith, Unit president; 
Helen Gideos, Unit chap-
lain; Angela LaDuc, Unit 37 
Sargent-at-Arms; member 
Judy Smith, presented the 
75 Saxtons River Elemen-
tary School students with 
school supplies for the Aux-
iliary’s “Give 10 to Educa-
tion” program. They also 

provided mini American flags 
in time for Veterans Day with 
a flag etiquette discussion. The 
weather cooperated for all to 
be outside and many students 
asked questions. Many hands 
were raised saying they had a 
veteran in their home or know 
a veteran. They were surprised 
to know one of their teachers 
is a veteran during the school 
discussion.
  Thank you to Principal Lau-

ra Hazard and fourth grade 

teacher Jaimie Douglass for 
being instrumental in having 
every student write a thank 
you letter to veterans and sign 
poster boards, which will be 
given to local veterans and 
distributed to those at the Vet-
erans Home in Bennington, 
where there are currently two 
Post 37 members residing.
  Unit 37 meets the second 

Wednesday of the month at 
6 p.m. at Post 37 in Bellows 
Falls.

American Legion Auxiliary 
visits Saxtons River Elementary

Fourth graders in Jaimie Douglass’ class received the majority of school supplies and flags.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 

Springfield School District 
has received a grant of $4,995 
from the T. Colin Campbell 
Center for Nutrition Studies 
and a grant from RiseVT of 
$3,107 to support nutrition 
education in Springfield el-
ementary classrooms.
  Springfield School Dis-

trict’s Wellness Committee 
recognized the need to ex-
pand nutrition education, 
especially for our youngest 
students. This funding will 
expand nutrition education 
to elementary students in 

Springfield. To kick it off, ToBe 
Fit – a 45-minute, fun-filled 
and interactive juggling nutri-
tion magician performance – 
will be coming to Elm Hill and 
Union Street Schools Dec. 8.
  Schools will receive a resource 

kit filled with printable activity 
sheets, lesson plans, and online 
learning to extend nutrition 
education throughout the year. 
Students will also be provided a 
Passport to Fresh Adventures, 
encouraging students and their 
families to try foods that may 
be new to them. Classroom 
learning combined with experi-

encing healthful foods lays the 
foundation for lifelong healthy 
eating, the strongest predictor 
of living a disease-free life.
  “We are very happy to receive 

this funding from the Center 
for Nutrition Studies’ Commu-
nity Grant and RiseVT, which 
will allow us to provide food 
literacy education to children 
in our area,” said Dr. Missy 
Wilkins, Director of Curricu-
lum Instruction and Assess-
ment.
  Learn more at www.nutri-

tionstudies.org or www.risevt.
org.

Springfield School District 
receives community grant
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LONGER BURN TIMES*

60+%

LESS*

WOOD
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TO
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Cutting, Splitting, 

Loading, Expense, Work

MORE
Free Time, Money

*Compared to traditional and some other methods of wood heating.

TOP PERFORMANCE
The Titanium outdoor wood furnace is the most 

efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 

60+% less wood as Central Boiler furnaces are 

engineered to minimize heat loss. The larger 

firebox allows for longer burn times. 

EASY TO MAINTAIN
Maintenance is minimal (usually only a few minutes a week), and is 

cleaner-burning and easy to operate. 

EASY TO OPERATE
The FireStar combustion controller with onboard wi-fi keeps you 

informed of your furnaces performance and operation. It constantly 

monitors how the wood is burning and adds air where and when 

it’s needed for the cleanest, most efficient combustion. You can 

see how it’s operating in real time on your smartphone or set up 

notifications. Watch a live demo at MyFireStar.com/demo. 

BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME
The titanium-enhanced stainless steel 

firebox is designed to last a lifetime. It 

is virtually impervious to corrosion, 

withstands higher temperatures, and 

provides excellent heat transfer. 

New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

STEEL

STAINLESS

TITANIUM

myfirestar.com

Example:

$12,000 Furnace
$3120 TAX CREDIT**
With this example you will deduct 

$3120 from your 2020 tax bill

26% 
TAX CREDIT
on your 2020 Tax Return

Purchase a new Titanium Stainless

Central Boiler Wood Furnace 

and get a 

**Starting January 1, 2021 take the new 25(D) Tax Credit for your purchase
Total bill includes Furnace, Installation, Materials, and Labor

For qualifying purchases and installations, complete on or before 12/31/2021
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SKIP THE LINE
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Available for Pickup!

BREWFEST BEVERAGE CO.

brewfestbeverage.com     802-228-4261

Main Street, Ludlow, VT

PRODUCTS

A B A C U S Payroll Service

servicing all of your payroll needs

802-546-2732 LRoser@AbacusPayroll.net

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 

Many thanks to everyone 
who took part in the Rock-
ingham Energy Commit-
tee’s first Window Dress-
ers community build for 
the greater Rockingham 
area. Together over 50 
community members fin-
ished 188 window inserts 
for 22 households. These 
interior storm windows 
are now saving energy, 
helping keep those homes 
warmer, and brought peo-
ple together for a sense 
of community, collabora-
tion, and achievement.
  Laurie Tuttle, a home-

owner with new insulat-
ing window inserts, said, 
“I had a great time being part 
of the building team and would 
love to do it again. Thank you 
for letting me help and for 
making my house warmer.”
  Marsha Stern, one of the 

many hands-on volunteers, 
reflected on the community 
building of inserts this way: 
“The Window Dressers project 
made me feel both that I was 
traveling back in time to the 
days of quilting bees and barn 
raisings, and at the same time, 
ringing in a future in which so-
cial commitment plays a great-
er role in the economy.”
  Whether someone ordered 

inserts, volunteered for a shift 

or five, provided a lunch for the 
workers, drove all over the area 
getting precise window mea-
surements, or gifted the com-
munity with their expertise, 
each person was an important 
part of making this happen. 
Members of the Energy Com-
mittee are grateful for all those 
who helped.
  Local resident Deborah Fox 

commented, “I can say it was 
the best investment for our old 
house. Tremendous difference. 
My only regret is that I didn’t 
get the whole house done!” She 
will get a chance to do just that.
  The Rockingham Energy 

Committee looks forward to 

hosting Win-
dow Dressers 
again next 
fall. They are 
taking names 
of interested 
folks already. 
Only a limit-
ed number of 
window in-
serts will be 
made by the 
community 
next year, so 
get on the list 
early. Con-
tact Peter 
B e r g s t r o m 
at Rocking-
h a m V Te n -
ergy@gmail.

com or 802-444-1860.

Rockingham Window 
Dressers was big success

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Town Library 
is excited to announce that 
the Association of Rural and 
Small Libraries grant review 
team has selected our ap-
plication for the ARSL New 
England Small & Rural Li-
braries Grant.
  This $2,800 award will 

allow us to evaluate, inven-
tory, categorize, and ensure 
proper archival storage of 
donated photographic and 
other historical materials in 
the library. The librarians 
would like to ensure iden-
tification of the items and 
make them digitally avail-

able to the general public, as 
well as preserving the originals 
for future generations. This 
project is made possible by 
a grant from the Association 
for Rural & Small Libraries 
through the generosity of a re-
gional partner foundation.
  The Association for Ru-

ral & Small Libraries builds 
strong communities through 
professional development and 
elevating the impact of ru-
ral and small libraries. ARSL 
recognizes the uniqueness of 
small and rural libraries and is 
committed to providing an en-
vironment that encourages ex-
cellence within this communi-

ty of practice, supporting their 
goals of service and speaking 
on behalf of this important 
constituency. Since 1 in 3 pub-
lic libraries in the U.S. serve a 
population of fewer than 2,500 
people, there is a great oppor-
tunity to support this set of 
library professionals that are 
often overlooked. They believe 
in the value of rural and small 
libraries and strive to create 
resources and services that ad-
dress national, state, and local 
priorities for libraries situated 
in rural communities. Visit 
www.facebook.com/ARSL-
Page for more information on 
the ARSL organization.

Springfield Town Library 
receives grant for archival 
storage

Volunteers build the window dressers.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Every 
year the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce honors 
a Citizen of the Year and an Or-
ganization of the Year for their 
outstanding leadership, civic 
pride, and commitment to the 
betterment of Springfield and 
the surrounding area. We invite 
you to join us in recognizing 
those who are fostering growth 
and prosperity in our region.

  Do you know a person who 
has been making a difference 
in the neighborhood? Maybe 
someone who is always im-
mersed in important commu-
nity activities, or someone who 
has been devotedly involved 
with our local government? Are 
you thinking of a business or 
organization that always goes 
above and beyond? A com-
pany that supports worthwhile 

causes and is committed to giv-
ing back to the community? 
Show appreciation by nominat-
ing them for an Award of the 
Year.
  Winners of the 2021 Citizen 

of the Year and Organization 
of the Year will be announced 
at the Chamber’s virtual An-
nual Meeting in 2022. Help us 
give thanks to folks who matter. 
2020 winners included the Citi-

Seeking nominations for 2021 Citizen and 
Organization of the Year

at the meeting. Alma Beals 
will present a program on 
birds including habitat, feed-
ing, and migration.
  At the Nov. 9 meeting, 

members perused several club 
scrapbooks beginning with 
the oldest from 1941-1942. 
The club was formed in 1901 
and this form of documen-
tation has preserved much 
of the club’s history. As they 
looked through the collection, 
members highlighted several 
significant club events and ac-
tivities.
  Present for the November 

meeting was Sue Monaco of 
the Poultney Women’s Club. 
She is spearheading GF-

WC-VT President Beverley 
Pallmerine’s project known 
as “Dress a Girl.” Dresses de-
signed by a specific pattern are 
sown and given to young girls 
in developing countries – girls 
who are challenged by feel-
ings of being unworthy and 
disrespected. Club women 
across Vermont are invited 
to host sewing workshops 
to construct the dresses. Sue 
showed samples of the dresses 
and presented the history of 
this project, speaking of the 
education component of the 
project, that of boosting the 
self-esteem and sense of con-
fidence in girls.
  Club members donated sev-

eral bags and boxes of nonper-
ishable food items that were 
subsequently delivered to the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf.
  The Bellows Falls Women’s 

Club is a member of the in-
ternational General Federa-
tion of Women’s Clubs whose 
signature project is develop-
ing awareness and prevention 
of sexual abuse and domestic 
violence. The “Dress a Girl” 
program dovetails well with 
this global emphasis.
  Women interested in join-

ing the club and helping with 
its projects and community 
outreach may contact Betty 
Haggerty at hubett@hotmail.
com.

Bellows Falls Women’s Club December meeting

zens of Springfield and Spring-
field Housing Authority.
  Deadline for submissions is 

Friday, Dec. 31, 2021. Please 
use the forms found on the 
Chamber website for your of-
ficial nominations at www.
springfieldvt.com.
  For more information, con-

tact Alice at the Chamber at 
802-885-2779 or alice@spring-
fieldvt.com.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
The members of the Bellows 
Falls Women’s Club will meet 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 at the United 
Church of Bellows Falls on 
School Street, beginning at 
1:30 p.m. Masks are required 

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – The 
Rite Aid Foundation has gen-
erously awarded New England 
Kurn Hattin Homes a $10,000 
grant as part of its 2021 Giv-
ing Tuesday grant award. The 
grant will help Kurn Hattin 
Homes in providing the high-
est level of care and support 
for its children, allowing them 
to learn, grow, and reach their 
full potential.
  Kurn Hattin Homes is one 

of nearly 500 partner charities 
across the country receiving 
a Giving Tuesday grant from 
the Rite Aid Foundation. The 
grants are funded through the 

KidCents customer fundrais-
ing program. Rite Aid cus-
tomers enrolled in KidCents 
can round up their purchases 
in-store and online. The Rite 
Aid Foundation reinvests the 
customer contributions into 
local charities and missions to 
drive community change and 
support disadvantaged and 
underserved communities.
  “Kurn Hattin Homes shares 

the Rite Aid Foundation’s car-
ing commitment to creating 
healthier and more equitable 
neighborhoods,” said Matthew 
DeCamara, executive director 
of the Rite Aid Foundation, a 

public charity established by 
Rite Aid in 2001. “All of our 
Giving Tuesday grant recipi-
ents address the profound re-
alities of racial inequities and 
health disparities through 
their own ways and strategies 
– and have done it during an 
unprecedented public health 
crisis that has significantly 
interrupted normal program-
ming, fundraising events, and 
daily operations. We’re grate-
ful to support their important 
work and uplift our neighbor-
hoods together.”
  Learn more at www.kurn-

hattin.org.

New England Kurn Hattin Homes 
receives Giving Tuesday Grant
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

802-228-5774

F I N A N C I A L  S E R V I C E S
Providing discreet financial advice to our community for over 20 years

Specializing in 401k Plan Rollovers

If you are considering a job or career change 

call our team first for a free private consultation

Member FINRA/SIPC

Securities offered exclusively through American Portfolios Financial Services Inc.

116 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

FOOD SHELF

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Visit your Local Sugar House

Green Mountain Sugar House 
820 Route 100 North  |  Ludlow, VT

800-643-9338  |  www.gmsh.com  |  Like us on Facebook

Furniture & Appliances
“Serving Customers since 1919”

Springfield Shopping Plaza

Springfield, VT 05156

PH: 802-885-4552 • FAX: 802-885-2303

www.youngsfurniturestore.com
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FINANCING & FREE LOCAL DELIVERY!

A Variety of Sofas, 
Sectionals, and 

more...

Holiday Sale!

Liberty 

Curio 

Cabinet

Danby 

Countertop Microwave

All Bedding

On Sale

&

Even better 
than our 
Everyday  

Low Prices!

Dear Editor,

  At Town Meeting last year, 
Londonderry voted to ap-
propriate $45,000 to hire the 
Windham County Sherriff 
to spend up to 20 hours per 
week for policing the town of 
Londonderry. A representa-
tive from the sheriff ’s office 
spoke at the meeting and said 
that they were committed to 
policing the community as a 
whole – which was important 
to the voters, as Londonderry 
has had a problem with drug 
dealers and with break-ins in 
the past. Since then, according 
to the Windham County Sher-
iff ’s police log on their website, 
the vast majority of their “po-
licing” has been issuing traffic 
tickets. It is important to note 
that the Sherriff ’s Department 
makes money from each ticket 
they issue, so they have a finan-
cial interest in issuing tickets.
  The reason given at the meet-

ing for using the sheriff, as the 
Vermont State Police were no 
longer available for additional 
patrols in Londonderry, was 
the speeding problem. But 
speeding can be corrected for 
much less money using means 
that work 24 hours per day at 
all of the problem locations, 
rather than 20 hours per week 
at one or two locations. Radar 
signs can be installed as well as 
rumble strips and speed tables, 
which are much more friendly 
and easier on trucks and plows 
than speed bumps. As I recall, 
there wasn’t very much speed-
ing on Thompsonburg Road 
when it was bumpy. The prob-
lems arose when it was repaved. 
One-time money can be used 
for those means rather than 
$45,000 every year for a sher-
iff to occasionally slow people 
down.
  I am all for policing in Lon-

donderry, and if the town were 
able to contract with the Ver-

mont State Police, or Winhall 
Police (who are also EMTs and 
respond to all emergencies in-
cluding medical emergencies – 
something the sheriff does not 
do), I would be for it. Person-
ally, I don’t believe that Lon-
donderry needs to be known as 
the next speed trap as Danby, 
Wallingford, and Plymouth are 
known. We don’t need a new 
sheriff in town.
  I urge the Selectboard to 

warn the following article at 

Town Meeting: “As an alter-
native to contracting with the 
Windham County Sheriff, shall 
the town vote to raise the sum 
$30,000 to control speeding by 
installing mechanical means, 
such as radar signs, rumble 
strips, and speed tables, at the 
Selectboard’s discretion?”

Sincerely,
Doug Friant
Londonderry, Vt.

Letter to the Editor:  

Does Londonderry, Vt. really need a sheriff?

RON PATCH

Buying Antiques

802-374-0119

  I have bought, sold, and 
collected historical docu-
ments and artifacts for 50 
years. Many antiques deal-
ers and collectors through-
out New England know this. 
They sometimes contact me 
when they have an item of 
interest.
  Last week, I was offered a 

rather important collection 
of historical items belong-
ing to Ralph E. Flanders of 
Springfield. When we com-
pleted the deal, the woman 
said, “I knew you’d buy it.”
  She’s been dealing and col-

lecting longer than I have, 
and I’ve been at it 50 years. 
You might say, “She’s been 
around since Moby Dick was 
a minnow.”

  Ralph Flanders, 1880 to 
1970
  Much has been written 

about Flanders. Flanders was 
a United States Senator from 
Vermont from 1946 to 1959.

  The collection
  Most important is a flag 

with the Vermont state seal. 
When I saw the flag, I got 
excited.
  The wooden flagpole is 

36 inches long. There is a 
leather case, lined with silk, 
to protect the flag. Printed in 
gold letters on the leather is 
“Ralph E. Flanders.” When 
you unroll the flag, you first 
notice the Vermont state seal 
is handpainted, not printed. 
It’s a thing of beauty.
  The flag measures about 

19 inches by 24 inches and 
made of muslin. There’s an 
old typewritten label af-
fixed to the wooden pole 
that reads, “Displayed in the 
office of Senator Flanders in 
the Senate Office Building in 
Washington and also on his 
Automobile during Caval-
cades.”

  Chiang Kai Shek
  Next is a framed document 

to Flanders dated Jan. 27, 
1947 from Chiang Kai Shek. 
It’s a document thanking 
Flanders for his help train-
ing Chinese countrymen in 
American technical methods 
during World War II.

  MIT medals
  There are two bronze med-

als from MIT. Both medals 
are set in Lucite with cap-
tions to Flanders. One cap-
tion is: “Ralph E. Flanders, 
Special Term Member of 
the Corporation, 1937-1940, 
Life Member 1940.”
  The other medal: “Mid-

Century Convocation 1949 
Ralph E. Flanders.”

  Poem
  There’s a framed hand-

written poem titled, “The 
Secret Heart” by Robert Pe-
ter Tristam Coffin to Helen 

and because, being a poet, she 
made us at home, in her home 
in Vermont.”

  Books
  There are two books. One is 

a first edition copy written by 
Ralph E. Flanders titled, “Sena-
tor from Vermont,” published 
in 1961.
  The other book is a second 

edition titled, “Vermont Folk-
Songs & Ballads.” This book’s 
title explains the content. It was 
a joint effort of Helen Hartness 
Flanders and George Brown.
  The value of these two books 

is minimal by themselves. But 
to know Mr. and Mrs. Flanders 
held these books helps.
  Years ago, I used to get ex-

cited by something I hadn’t 
owned before. But after 50 
years, I seldom see anything to-
day I haven’t seen before. This 
is true.
  This collection did excite me. 

No, it’s not for sale, and I prom-
ised the seller that it would re-
main in Vermont. We both felt 
strongly about that.

  From Wikipedia
  “In 1910, he moved to Spring-

field, Vermont to work as a 
mechanical engineer for the Fel-
lows Gear Shaper Company. He 
was already friendly with James 
Hartness, the president of the 
Jones & Lamson Machine Com-
pany (J&L), another company 
in town. In 1911, Flanders mar-
ried Hartness’ daughter, Helen. 
Shortly afterwards, Hartness 
hired Flanders as a manager of 

the department at J&L that 
built the Fay Automatic lathe, 
Flanders redesigned that lathe 
to achieve higher productivity 
and accuracy. He became a 
director in 1912 and president 
of the company in 1933 after 
Hartness retired. As president 
of J&L, Flanders implement-
ed a continuous production 
line to manufacture the Hart-
ness Turret Lathe instead of 
building each machine indi-
vidually, attempting to bring 
some of the efficiencies of 
mass production to machine 
tool building. By 1923, he had 
acquired and assigned more 
than twenty patents to J&L”

  I recommend you take 
the time to look up Ralph E. 
Flanders and his wife Helen 
Hartness. Both have a fas-
cinating history. Flanders 
is known for introducing a 
1954 motion in the United 
States Senate to censure Sen. 
Joe McCarthy. At the time, 
McCarthy claimed commu-
nists had infiltrated our gov-
ernment and Hollywood.
  If I did want to sell this col-

lection, it would have broad 
appeal. It is Springfield his-
tory, Vermont history, and 
most importantly national 
political history. God I love 
this stuff!

  This week’s old saying: 
“There’s never a bad time to 
make a good investment.”

Hartness Flanders. In the 
lower left is a wonderful 
inscription from Coffin: 
“For Helen Hartness Flan-
ders, my best poem, be-
cause she has a son in the 
Naval Air Force as I have, 

Local History: Vermont 
political history

Ralph Flanders’ Vermont flag.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

Top is R.E. Flanders’ leather case. Bottom is a typewritten label 
on the flagpole.

PHOTO BY RON PATCH
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Robert E. Sanford, 1952-2021
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Rob-

ert E. Sanford, 69, of Perkins-
ville, Vt., passed away at his 
home Wednesday, Nov. 24, 
2021. He was born Jan. 10, 
1952, in Randolph, Vt., son of 
Elmer G. and Christina (White) 
Sanford.
  Bob was a dedicated and at-

tentive brother to his four sis-
ters. He was very smart with a 
quick sense of humor and was 
always ready to help his friends 
and family members at the drop 
of a hat. As a boy, he started 
lifelong love of equipment and 
mechanics by building hot rods 
and as an adult could diagnose 
and fix almost anything. His ca-
reer as a mechanic and equip-
ment operator spanned from 
being self-employed, to work-
ing for the town of Weathers-
field, and Vermont Soap Stone. 
When he wasn’t tinkering or 
spending time with his family, 
he collected bells and he loved 
to enjoy the beauty Vermont 
offered, sugaring in the spring, 
snow mobiling in the winter, 
and fishing and camping on the 
water in the summer.
  He is survived by his four sis-

ters Mary Lou Benoir of Ran-
dolph, Nancy Churchill and 
husband Allan of Chester, Sue 
Ann Griswold of North Spring-
field, and Janice Chenier and 
husband John of Chester, and 

many nieces, nephews, and 
friends.
  He was preceded in death by 

his parents; son Chad Robert 
Sanford; two brothers-in-law 
Kenneth M. Benoir and Larry 
William Griswold; and three 
nephews Scott E. Benoir, Ran-
dy A. Benoir, and Shawn Rob-
ert Griswold.
  A private graveside service 

will be held in Plain Cemetery 
in Perkinsville, Vt., and ar-
rangements have been entrust-
ed to Knight Funeral Home, 
Windsor, Vt. Memorial con-
tributions to a humane society 
of one’s choice are appreciated 
and online condolences may be 
made at www.knightfuneral-
homes.com.

Robert E. Sanford, 1952-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 

Southeastern Vermont Com-
munity Action’s Micro Busi-
ness Development Program 
announces that applications 
are now being accepted on-
line for the third round of 
Economic Micro Business 
Recovery Assistance for the 
Covid-19 Epidemic (EM-
BRACE) from businesses 

open before Dec. 31, 2020 that 
have not previously received 
the grant. Five thousand dol-
lar grants are available for Ver-
mont-based businesses affected 
by Covid-19 with five employ-
ees or fewer, including sole pro-
prietors, and from low to mod-
erate income households. 
  Businesses that opened after 

Jan. 1, 2021 or that are planned 

to launch by Nov. 1, 2022 may 
apply beginning Nov. 18, 2022 
and must have met for a mini-
mum of one hour with a MBDP 
counselor.
  Businesses open before Dec. 

31, 2021 that have received an 
EMBRACE grant before may 
apply beginning March 1, 2022.
  For full rules, eligibility cri-

teria, and to apply, visit www.

mbdp.org. Please contact Glen 
Ohlund, economic develop-
ment director, at gohlund@
sevca.org with questions or for 
assistance applying.
  Additional information on 

SEVCA and the no-cost servic-
es and programs we provide to 
Windham and Windsor Coun-
ty residents is available at www.
sevca.org.

EMBRACE business grant applications

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Se-
nior Solutions has been 
selected as a beneficiary 
of the Shaw’s Give Back 
Where It Counts program 
for the month of December 
this year. Launched in April 
2019, this program is good 
for the environment because 

it keeps disposable bags out of 
landfills. It also supports the 
work of nonprofits like Senior 
Solutions.
  Here’s how you can help sup-

port our Meals on Wheels pro-
grams. Just purchase a reusable 
bag at the Springfield Shaw’s, 
and the supermarket will do-

nate one dollar to Senior Solu-
tions, unless otherwise directed 
by the gift tag you will fill out.
  To learn more about Shaw’s 

Give Back Where It Counts 
program, visit www.shaws.
bags4mycause.com.
  For more information on 

volunteering for Meals on 

Wheels, or if you need help 
or have questions about this 
important food program, call 
our HelpLine at 802-885-2669 
or toll-free at 1-866-673-8376. 
For more news about Senior 
Solutions, please visit our web-
site, www.seniorsolutionsvt.
org.

Help fund Meals on Wheels Programs

WINDSOR, Vt. – Windsor 
Improvement Corporation 
has announced the renam-
ing of the commercial indus-
trial riverfront property that 
it owns and manages. The 
new name, River Street Com-
merce Park, honors the im-
portant role that the area has 
played in Windsor’s history, 
and promotes current busi-
ness activity and anticipated 
growth.
  The 17.4-acre property, just 

south of the train station, was 
home to National Acme Man-

ufacturing Company from 1915 
to 1933 and Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber Company from 1936 
to 1986. Currently, there are 13 
businesses, as well as a seasonal 
vehicle storage program. Busi-
nesses include fine furniture 
making, industrial and com-
mercial product storage and 
management, recreational ve-
hicle storage, a commercial elec-
trician serving the ski industry, 
a workshop that promotes craft-
ing skills, and a horse trailer 
manufacturer. In addition, there 
are a number of artists’ studios. 

A recent and highly visible ad-
dition to the park is a solar ar-
ray that powers other Windsor 
businesses.
  The Windsor Improvement 

Corporation is a nonprofit orga-
nization whose focus is support-
ing and improving the business 
climate in Windsor. It is staffed 
by a volunteer Board of Direc-
tors and is supported by the 
town of Windsor, the Spring-
field Regional Development 
Corporation, and Mt. Ascutney 
Regional Commission. WIC 
finalized transfer of this prop-
erty from the former owner in 
August of 2019, and since then 
it has focused on major im-
provements to the buildings and 
property, under the manage-
ment of SRDC.
  A large sign identifying this 

commercial campus and its oc-
cupants will be unveiled soon. 
The new name results from a 

survey of Windsor residents. 
To pay homage to the signifi-
cant impact of the prior in-
dustrial property owners on 
Windsor, the sign will note Na-
tional Acme Corporation and 
Goodyear. Housing created by 
NAMCO includes most of the 
homes in nearby Jarvis Street 
area, as well as the Union Square 
apartments, originally built for 
middle management employees 
of National Acme. WIC played 
a major role in the rehabilitation 
of that structure a few years ago. 
WIC also pioneered the reno-
vation of a house that demon-
strates the viability of improve-
ment of the former National 
Acme company-built housing 
on the adjoining Jarvis Street.
  For more information on the 

River Street Commerce Park or 
Windsor Improvement Corpo-
ration, please contact Donna 
Sweaney at 802-674-5175.

Windsor Improvement Corporation announces 
new name for iconic property

REGION – The holidays are 
here! So are the scammers. Here 
is a final set of holiday scam re-
minders. While there is no way 
to completely “scam-proof” 
yourself from holiday scams, 
there are some clear steps you 
can take to reduce your vulner-
ability. These are likely the most 
critical recommendations for 
dealing with holiday scamming.
  Be cautious about online holi-

day sales promising continued 
Black Friday or Cyber Monday 
prices. A price “too good to be 
true” can be just that. Sales pro-
motions by a company you do 
not recognize or one with which 
you have not done business can 
be deceptive. Unsolicited mes-
sages and items sold in social 
media can be scam traps.
  Take a few steps for self-

defense. Be wary of online of-
fers. Websites with Weebly, 
GoDaddy, or WIX in the name 
should be viewed with caution. 
Slick websites are easy to create 
and lend credibility to the scam. 
Check out the company using 
your browser’s search engine, 
typing the name of the com-
pany with the word “complaint” 
or “rating” or contact the Better 
Business Bureau.
  Are you ordering items to be 

delivered? Package thefts are at 
an all-time high this year. Most 
of the thefts occur in broad day-
light, and in some cases crimi-
nals are actually following deliv-
ery trucks. Ensure safe deliveries 
by having packages held at a 
safe location for pickup or have 
someone present for deliveries.
  The final holiday scam protec-

tion tip: holiday giving is won-
derful – just make sure your gift 
is going where you want it to go. 
Scammers on the phone, on the 
internet, using text messages, 
are effective at stealing well in-
tended donations. Verify the re-
cipient and donate by sending a 
check or use a credit card.
  You can help educate and 

protect your family, friends, 
and neighbors by sharing this 
information. In addition, join 
AARP Fraud Watch if you want 
to make an impact on your com-
munity.

  Questions or concerns? Con-
tact me at egreenblott@aarp.
org. Elliott Greenblott is a re-
tired educator and coordinator 
of the AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch Network. He hosts a 
CATV program, Mr. Scammer, 
distributed by GNAT-TV in 
Sunderland, Vt.

A final set of holiday 
scam reminders
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N. CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Steven H. Adams of North 
Charlestown, N.H., fittingly 
passed while working on his 
farm Nov. 29, 2021. He was 
born Dec. 7, 1947, to James and 
Wilda Adams. His life’s work 
was accomplished on the fam-
ily dairy, established in 1899. 
He was especially proud of his 
tall corn and “rocket fuel” hay 
crops.
  Stories were always ready 

for telling about his adven-
tures in gymkhanas, time with 
the Sullivan County Mounted 
Sheriff ’s Posse, the community 
members he spent time with, 
his family, farming, and the 
outdoors. He surprised many 
people with his superior danc-
ing steps and ability to keep on 
working through the toughest 
times.
  Stevie is survived by his 

wife of 46 years Catherine; 
son Brooke Adams of Sullivan; 
daughters Wendy and Cur-
tis King of Langdon, Kelsey 
Patch and Mike Kercewich of 
Alstead, Lauren and Dustin 
Morse of Grantham, Em-
ily Adams-Paquin and Chris 
Paquin of Charlestown, and 
Lindsay and Wes Van Velsor of 
Charlestown; his much loved 
grandchildren Hailey, Brian, 
and Marley King; Madison and 
Clayton Patch; Gabe and Ellery 
Adams-Paquin; Logan Morse; 
and the much awaited baby 
Van Velsor due in March; his 
brother Tom of Charlestown, 
his sister Lyn Hoskinson and 
her family of Crewe, Va.; his 

former wife Sue of Acworth; 
and countless extended fam-
ily members from throughout 
the community. He was pre-
deceased by his parents, James 
and Wilda, and his brother 
Perry.
  We have all lost a great man 

that anyone could count on in 
a time of need. Contributions 
can be made to help the fam-
ily farm in Catherine Adams’ 
name to ease the burden of this 
sudden loss.
  Visiting hours will be Sat-

urday, Dec. 11, 2021 at the 
Charlestown Memorial Chapel 
in Charlestown from 1-3 p.m. 
Please wear a mask for every-
one’s safety. The family asks all 
attending the visiting hours to 
wear their favorite flannel shirt 
in his honor.
  To view an online memorial 

or send a private message of 
condolence, visit www.string-
erfh.com.

Steven H. Adams, 1947-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Jean Safe 
Hartnett Eggleston, age 94, 
died Nov. 27, 2021, at her home 
on Lake Rescue surrounded by 
her family.
  Jean was born in Cohoes, 

N.Y., to William and Elsie Col-
lier Safe. She graduated from 
Cohoes High School and the 
Russell Sage School of Nurs-
ing (1947). After many years of 
working as a registered nurse 
and raising a family, Jean re-
turned to school to pursue an 
advanced degree in nursing 
in 1969. Jean attended the Al-
bany Medical School of Anes-
thesia and obtained a degree 
as a certified nurse anesthetist. 
She worked at Albany Medical 
Center, the University of Con-
necticut Medical Center, and 
became Chief Nurse Anesthe-
tist at Leonard Hospital in Troy, 
N.Y.
  John Hartnett and Jean Safe 

were married shortly after Jean 
graduated from Russell Sage 
College and they eventually set-
tled in Colonie, N.Y. This mar-
riage ended in divorce in 1970. 
In 1972, she married Warren 
Eggleston and moved to Rocky 
Hill, Conn. After Warren’s 
death, Jean decided she wanted 
to move to a new home where 
she could be on a lake and live 
under pine trees. Her search 
eventually led to Lake Rescue 
in Ludlow, Vt.
  She is survived by her son 

Thomas Hartnett and his 
husband Paul Reid, Richard 
Hartnett and his wife Mad-
eline, Kathleen Hartnett and 
her partner Kaylon Griffith, 
grandsons Daniel Hartnett and 
Matthew Hartnett and his wife 
Heather, great-grandson Elias 
Hartnett, sister Joan Caldarella, 
and niece Elizabeth Kelly.
  Jean had an amazing amount 

of energy and spirit and it led 
to a full life. She worked most 
of her life and at the same time 
raised a family, returned to 
graduate school, and was ac-
tive in community affairs and 
devoted to her church. While 

her children were growing up, 
summers were spent camping 
in the Adirondacks, Maine, and 
Cape Cod. She was always hap-
piest to be outside doing some 
activity such as hiking, swim-
ming, or some new sport she 
had discovered. When winter 
arrived, the activities shifted 
to mountains for skiing, snow-
shoeing, and skating. She was 
still skiing Okemo Mountain 
in her 70s. While married to 
Warren Eggleston in Connecti-
cut, she and Warren owned a 
sailboat on Long Island Sound, 
and they loved to explore the 
beaches and towns in the re-
gion. Winters were spent in 
Sarasota, Fla., sailing and on 
the beaches. Jean was an ac-
complished cook and nothing 
made her happier than having 
family and friends in for a din-
ner or celebration. As a widow 
living in Vermont, Jean devoted 
most of her time to community 
affairs, church, traveling, fam-
ily, her house on Lake Rescue, 
and her dogs. She used to re-
mark that she could not believe 
how happy and lucky she had 
been to spend the last 30 years 
of her life in Vermont.
  In lieu of flowers, donations 

may be made to the United 
Church of Ludlow, 48 Pleasant 
St., Ludlow, VT 05149 or the 
Black River Good Neighbor, 
105 Main Street, Ludlow, VT, 
05149.

Jean Eggleston, 2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – Leonard E. 
Jerome, 91, was born in Mont-
pelier, Vt., Aug. 15, 1930 to 
Wesley and Ruth Jerome. He 
passed away at his home in 
Chester, Vt., Nov. 21, 2021.
  Leonard’s military service 

was in the U.S. Marines. Much 
of his life was spent in Spring-
field, Mass., working as an en-
gineer. For the last decades of 
his life, he lived in Chester, Vt., 
on the land he cherished. He 
was fervently independent and 
was content with the solitary 
environment he chose where 
he had loved to hunt and where 
he was determined to live out 
his life.
  During his years in Vermont, 

he enjoyed some years of sail-
ing on his boat, made three 
cross-country road trips in a 
van he built, and fulfilled his 
dreams of acquiring a pilot li-
cense, owning his own plane, 
and hunting in Alaska.
  Leonard is survived by his 

son Geoffrey Jerome (Crystal 

Glenn) and their three children 
Theron Jones II, and McKenzie 
and McKyley Jerome. Leonard 
also had three stepchildren 
Mary Beer (Josiah), the late 
John Neal (Christine Gowen), 
and James Neal (Patti), all of 
Walpole, N.H., and many step-
grandchildren and step-great-
grandchildren. He is survived 
by his niece Ruth Emery of 
Springfield, Vt., and her daugh-
ter Elishia Boyce Moore and 
her sons Logan and Avery.
  He was predeceased by his 

parents, his sisters Pauline Be-
nowitz and Thelma Spies, his 
grandson Jaron G. Jerome, 
his first wife Mary Jerome, his 
nephew Arthur Thomas, and 
his second wife Kathryn Neal 
Jerome and her beloved son 
John.
  Leonard’s wishes were for 

his ashes to become part of his 
hunting grounds and to have a 
small service at Davis Memo-
rial Chapel in Springfield, Vt., 
the date to be determined.

WESTMINSTER WEST, Vt.– 
Linda Ruth Lowe, 77, passed 
away at home Nov. 28, 2021. 
Linda was born Aug. 10, 1944 
in Brattleboro, Vt., to parents 
Ernest and Madilyn (Fairman) 
Kall. She attended Brattleboro 
High School, graduate of the 
1962 class.
  After graduation, Linda mar-

ried Edward Lowe Feb. 17, 
1963 at the Lutheran Church 
in Brattleboro, Vt. She enjoyed 
watching baseball, always root-
ing for the Boston Red Sox. 
She cherished family vacations 
and seeking out beautiful flow-
ers. Linda also enjoyed attend-
ing car shows, relishing in the 
beauty of an antique car.
  Linda was a caregiver her 

whole life, whether it was home 
with family or at her job at the 
Thompson House Nursing 
Home, where she worked for 25 
years. Prior to that, she attend-
ed nursing school there and got 
her license and certification to 
fulfill her position duties as a 
nurse aide. She retired from her 
job to take care of her dad and 
aunts during their last days. 
Then would spend her winters 

in Florida and summers in Ver-
mont for 15 years.
  Linda is survived by her hus-

band and their four kids, their 
son Brian Lowe, and daughters 
Kelly Lowe, Victoria Lowe, and 
Kimberly Reeves. She was pre-
deceased by her parents Ernest 
T. Kall and Madilyn Charlotte 
Fairman and brother Ernest Jr.
  Services will be announced 

at a later date. In lieu of flow-
ers, please make a donation in 
Linda’s name to your favorite 
charity.

Linda R. Lowe, 1944-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Ralph W. “Bud” Nichols, of 
Charlestown, N.H., passed 
away peacefully at home Nov. 
26, 2021 at the age of 81 after a 
long illness. He was surrounded 
by his wife and two daughters.
  Ralph was born Dec. 26, 1939 

in Fairfield, Vt., to Frank and 
Gladys Nichols. He graduated 
from Vilas High in Alstead, 
N.H., and in 1967, married 
Geraldine Bailey in Rockville, 
Conn. Their marriage pro-
duced two daughters to whom 
he was a devoted and loving fa-
ther. In 1971, Ralph joined the 
Army National Guard, where 
he served proudly for 23 years. 
He was deployed to active duty 
in 1991 and served in Desert 
Storm before retiring from ser-
vice in 1994.
  Ralph was active in a number 

of Masonic organizations and 
held office at several lodges: 
Masonic Lodge, Charlestown, 
N.H. #12 Past Master; King 
Solomon’s Temple Lodge, Bel-
lows Falls #45 Past Master; St. 
Paul’s Lodge, Alstead, N.H. #30 
Past Master; St. John’s Lodge, 
Springfield, Vt. #41 Junior 
Warden; Masonic Royal Arch, 
Springfield, Vt. #25 Past High 
Priest; Knights Templar, Holy 
Cross Springfield, Vt. #12 Past 
Commander; and Mount Sinai 
Shriners, Montpelier, Vt.
  Ralph worked several years 

as a machinist before retiring 
from Lovejoy Tool in 2001. 
He was an avid hunter and 
fisherman, and enjoyed time 
with a good book. For several 
years, Ralph could be found 
on the sidelines cheering on 
his grandsons at their multiple 
sporting events. He was also a 

regular attendee at the “lunch 
bunch” group, where he and his 
friends would gather on Tues-
days for lunch.
  Ralph is survived by his wife 

of 54 years Geraldine Nichols 
(Bailey); two daughters Cheryl 
Nichols and Tracy (Nichols) 
Upton; son-in-law Tim Up-
ton; two grandsons Ben and 
John Upton; two sisters Viola 
Perron and Lillian Mailloux; 
and brother William Graham. 
He was predeceased by a sis-
ter Doreen Connelly and four 
brothers Frank Nichols, Joseph 
Nichols, Fred Nichols, and Pe-
ter Nichols.
  Services will be held for 

Ralph Dec. 11, 2021 at 2 p.m. 
at St Paul’s Lodge, 119 River St., 
Alstead, N.H. 03602.
  The family will be planning 

a spring burial at the Veterans 
Cemetery in Randolph, Vt. to 
be announced at a later date. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests donations be made to 
the Gary Sinise Foundation, 
giving to veterans in need, 
www.garysinisefoundation.org.

Ralph W. Nichols, 1939-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELMONT, Vt. – Donald 
Herman Schweisthal, 82, of 
Belmont, Vt., passed away 
peacefully in his sleep at home, 
Nov. 20, 2021. He was born in 
Aurora, Ill., Nov. 15, 1939, to 
Herman and Agnes (Morris-
sette) Schweisthal.
  As a young man, he was a 

seminarian at Saint Meinrad 
Seminary in Indiana. He served 
in the U.S. Army, attending 
the Army Language School 
in Monterey, Calif., where he 
became fluent in Russian. He 
spent his time in service over-
seas as a Russian linguist.
  Upon his return to civilian 

life, he briefly studied theology 
at the University of Chicago. In 
search of his calling, he sought 
reflective solitude at the Weston 
Priory. He found his heart was 
at home in Vermont – ruggedly 
beautiful, self-sufficient, resil-
ient, and independent. He was 
a carpenter, electrician, drafts-
man, and he worked as a soils 
analyst for the state of Vermont 
Department of Transportation 
until he retired.
  He had a quiet, gentle, and 

unassuming demeanor that 
belied his sharp wit, dry hu-
mor, intense passion, and im-
measurable intellect. A lifelong 
learner, he had a voracious ap-
petite for knowledge and was a 
student of philosophy, theolo-
gy, economics, history, culture, 
and life. Although the chapters 
of his life could fill volumes, 
he was content to live simply 

in Vermont for more than five 
decades.
  He is preceded in death by 

his parents, his infant daughter 
Naomi, his lifelong companion 
Virginia Maurelli, and his sister 
Judith Votisek. He leaves two 
daughters Lisa (Ted) Preister of 
North Dakota, and Ruth (Rob-
ert) Kenney of Montana, two 
granddaughters Kayla Gilchrist 
and Helaena Preister, sister Ja-
net Stoppenbach, numerous 
nieces and nephews, and hon-
orary family Pieter Bohen and 
family and Tom Sapp.
  Memorial services were held 

Dec. 2, 2021 at the Village Bap-
tist Church in Belmont, Vt. In 
lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests memorial donations be 
made to the Mount Holly Town 
Library, P.O. Box 93, Belmont, 
VT 05730, honoring his love 
for books.

Donald H. Schweisthal, 1939-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Kathleen Hodsden Spence, 
59, of Golden Hill Road, died 
Tuesday, Nov. 23, 2021, as the 
result of a car accident. She 
was born Oct. 21, 1962, in 
Pensacola, Fla., the daughter of 
Thomas and Eleanor (Walsh) 
Hodsden.
  Kathy attended St. Charles 

School and was a graduate 
of Bellows Falls Union High 
School. She has worked as a 
food server for Exit Ate Diner, 
Father’s Restaurant, and was 
presently working at Denny’s 
in Lebanon, N.H. She was also 
an expert seamstress and sold 
cosmetics door to door. She 
was never happier than when 
she was on an ocean cruise or 
cuddling a furry animal. She 
had a heart of gold and spread 
sunshine to all who knew her.
  Survivors include her father 

Thomas Hodsden; four broth-
ers and their wives Susie and 
Lee of Addison, Vt., Jean and 
Christopher of Bellows Falls, 
Vt., Julie and Scott of Dripping 
Springs, Texas, and Heather 
and Keith of Bridport, Vt. Also 
surviving is her companion, 
Ed Reynolds; many nieces and 
nephews; and grand nieces 

and nephews. She was prede-
ceased by her mother Eleanor 
Hodsden.
  There will be calling hours 

Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021 at 12 
p.m. A funeral service will be 
held after the calling hours, 
Saturday, Dec. 11, 2021 at 1 
p.m. at the Fenton & Hen-
nessey Funeral Home, 55 
Westminster St., Bellows Falls, 
Vt. Burial will be at a later date 
in St. Charles Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made in Kathy’s name to the 
Vermont Special Olympics.

Kathleen Hodsden Spence, 
1962-2021.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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AUTOMOTIVE/REAL ESTATE

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

This Church is ready to take on a new life and the pos-

sibilities are abundant. With lots of square footage, open 
concept spaces and multiple smaller rooms, this property 
can be configured in multiple ways. Some of the added 
features include a spacious kitchen with pantry, dining 
hall, chair lift to get from entry up ordown, entry ramp 
and ample paved parking. Situated on a level lot in North 
Springfield offers easy access. $210,000

A great parcel of land consisting of 17.8+/- acres facing west offers views with clearing. Located on a quiet country 
road in an area of fine homes (they call the road Skyline Drive for a reason). Current access off a shared driveway 
(ROW) or develop your own. Utilities on the road. Great access to the Upper Valley or any points off I91. JUST 

REDUCED TO $149,900

This half acre lot is ready to put your building on. Existing septic system, drilled well and power on site. Located on 
a nice countrysetting and minutes from Okemo. $49,900

Take advantage of the tiny house trend. 1.2+/- acre parcel located on a corner with access to town water/sewer. There 
are bonus features, including a hydrant at the corner, sloping topography that gets you above the rest with valley view 
potential and the possibility of subdivision. A great spot for just $29,900

This well maintained commercial property is on the 

main highway with great visibility and in close proximity 
to the Toonerville, walking and bike path,for those needing 
a mid-day break. Ideal spacious professional office spaces, 
with a bit of the modern industrial, look so desired in today 
market, a break room and plenty of parking. The covered 
deck is great for coffee break time in the warm months. In 
addition this could, with a few alterations, become a delight-
ful 2-3 bedroom home.Priced to sell, so call today. $139,000

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Stunning 543+/- Acres Set

Between The Hills Outside Beautiful

Villages of Grafton & Chester

Chester, $925,000

Cape Completely Redone

Detached Garage on 1.00+/- Acre

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Newfane, $215,500

Fantastic Opportunity To

Develop One of the Last

Commercial Lots! 0.85+/- Acres

Rockingham, $68,000

Commercial Building with

5 Units, 0.83+/- Acres

Business, Hospitality, Office
Springfield, $250,000

Investors Dream!

Turn Key 4 Unit Property

Great Opportunity

Springfield, $219,000

Pristine Home Tucked Away

Master Suite w/Stunning Views!

4 Bedrooms, 5 Baths

Springfield, $610,000

True Log Home in

Fine Country Setting!

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, 2.96+/- Acres

Springfield, $299,000

1900 Gambrel On Corner Lot

French Doors, Fireplace

5 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths, 1+/- Acre

Springfield, $209,000

This 2.00+/- Acre Wooded

 Parcel Will Make A Great

 Recreational Campsite!

Chester, $17,500

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

welcome
jarrod jowdy

SALES ASSOCIATE, LUDLOW OFFICE

Jarrod was raised in Danbury Connecticut, earned his Real Estate Sales license 

in 2004, and became a Broker in 2011. He began to ski at the age of nine and 

spent many years frequenting Vermont ski resorts before becoming a full time 

resident of Ludlow in 2006.

Raised by one of Fairfield County’s leading Real Estate Brokers since 1970, and 
who was also Danbury’s Zoning Board of Appeals Chairman for over fifty years, 
Jarrod brings to Coldwell Banker Lifestyles not only his experience as a 

successful Broker, but a wealth of real estate knowledge through a 

lifetime of his father’s professional influence.

If you are looking to purchase a slopeside residence, 

land to build a weekend getaway, or anything in-between, 

let Jarrod’s expertise bring you home!

Jarrod jowdry
SALES ASSOCIATE

Cell: 802.369.9153  Office: 802.228.5678
Jarrod@TheCBLife.com

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

603-542-9800 x227  //  cell 802-738-8686
coach@fordofclaremont.com

Looking for a new vehicle?
CONTACT COACH!
Over 40 years in the industry

KEVIN “COACH” TALLMAN

HOLIDAY
DEC. 8-18 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center invites you to 
schedule a magical visit 
from Santa’s Elves to the 
Springfield area between 
Dec. 6 and 18. Elves will 
deliver one a holiday gift 
bag, which includes mug, 
craft project, children’s 
book, stuffed animal, 
cocoa and sweet treat, 
activity book, and a letter 
from Santa. For details or 
to sign up now, visit www.
sapcc-vt.org.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Art Gym will 
host a Christmas Makers 
Market at 37 Main Street 
in the newly renovated 
Woolson Block, Thursdays 
and Fridays from 1-7 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through 
Dec. 18. Items for sale 
include handpainted 
bottles, upcycled flannels, 
handmade jewelry, 
homemade baked goods, 
diamond art, crochet 

items, handmade baskets, 
custom signs, and more.

DEC. 11 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The 
annual senior Christmas 
Dinner is back and will 
be delivered Dec. 11, 
2021. Sign up was due by 
Dec 4. Leave a message 
with any of the following: 
Chester Community Cares 
at 802-875-6341; Motel 
in the Meadow at 802-
376-6643; or Chester 
Town Hall at 802-875-
2171. Volunteer drivers 
are needed. If interested, 
please call Chris Meyers at 
875-342-3139.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Visit Bellows Falls as we 
#LightUpBF Saturday, 
Dec. 11. Beginning at 3 
p.m. with a free holiday 
showing of “Abominable” 
at the Bellows Falls Opera 
House. The lights will be 
off in the Square until 5 
p.m. when we will turn 
on the lights and the 
Christmas Tree at the 
Fireman’s Memorial Park 
to start the Bellows Falls 

Parade of Lights! Come 
watch over 30 vehicles 
decked out with lights and 
music parade through 
Bellows Falls. The route 
begins on Henry Street 
and will continue North 
through the downtown 
Square of Bellows Falls to 
end on Williams Street. 
The Parade of Lights is a 
nighttime event so consider 
carrying flashlights or 
headlamps for your safety.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Put the 
finishing touches on those 
holiday preparations at the 
Christmas Farmers’ Market 
Dec. 11, 2021, from 10 
a.m.-1 p.m., at the United 
Methodist Church in 
downtown Springfield. All 
our vendors will be there 
offering your favorites 
including handcrafted 
home and holiday décor, 
artisan breads, natural 
meats, batik clothing and 
gifts, BBQ sauces, rubs, 
and salsa, delicate pastries 
and confections, textile arts 
and fleecy mittens, jams, 
jellies, pickles, relishes, 

honey, and candles. We 
are participating in the 
Chamber of Commerce 
Holiday Local Loyalty 
program.

DEC. 11-12 –
GRAFTON, Vt. – Grafton 
Fire Dept. will be selling 
Christmas trees and 
Grafton Fire logo shirts 
and hats Saturday and 
Sunday, Dec. 11 and 12, 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
next to the Grafton Inn 
as part of Christmas in 
Grafton. Firefighters will 
be escorting Santa around 
Grafton Village at 11:30 
a.m. Saturday.

DEC. 17-18 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The Stone 
Village Art Guild and the 
First Universalist Parish in 
Chester are holding a fine 
art and craft sale Friday, 
Dec. 17, from 12-5 p.m., 
and Saturday, Dec. 18, 
from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
at the First Universalist 
Parish, 211 North St. All 
items featured at this fine 
art and craft sale are the 
creative work of local 
artists. Everyone on your 
gift list needs a pair of 
Vermont Sweater Mittens 
made famous by our own 
Sen. Bernie Sanders. This 
one-stop shopping event 
will also include home 
baked holiday goodies 
and a Burton snowboard 
and goggles raffle.

DEC. 18 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Chester Farmers’ Market 
will have an indoor 
farmers market, Saturday, 
Dec. 18, from 12-4 p.m., 
at 92 Route 11 in Chester. 
This will be a great 
opportunity to stock up on 
some items and check out 
some new vendors who 
will have local foods and 
goods for your holiday 
needs.

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
St. James Methodist 
Church, 570 Main St., 
Proctorsville, invites you to 
attend a Christmas concert 
featuring The Perennials, 
Saturday, Dec. 18 at 5 
p.m. The Perennials are a 
jazz quartet with featured 
vocals and dancing. 
Admission is free. 
Donations are welcomed. 
For more information, call 
802-455-6500.

EVENTS
DEC. 11 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Sign up 
for the Chester-Andover 
100% Campaign for 
fuel assistance and 
3SquaresVT at these times 
and locations: Saturday, 
Dec. 11 at Whiting Library 
from 10 a.m.-12 p.m., 
and Andover Town Hall 
from 1-3 p.m.; Tuesday, 
Dec. 14 at Andover Town 
Hall from 10 a.m.-12 

p.m.; and Friday, Dec. 17 
at the Chester-Andover 
Family Center from 10 
a.m.-12 p.m.

GASSETTS, Vt. – Gassetts 
Grange wants to invite you 
to our breakfast Saturday, 
Dec. 11, from 8-9:30 a.m. 
Menu consists of bacon, 
sausage, eggs, sausage 
gravy, plain and blueberry 
pancakes, home fries, 
toast, juices, coffee, and 
tea. Eat in or takeout. For 
cost or other questions, 
call 802-591-4290 or try 
the Grange Hall at 802-
875-1051.

DEC. 12 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Rupert Wates brings his 
thoroughly American 
acoustic folk steeped in 
deep wells of cabaret 
and jazz to Stage 33 
Live in Bellows Falls, 
Sunday, Dec. 12 at 7 
p.m. Local favorite Josh 
Maiocco opens. Tickets in 
advance or at the door. 
Limited seating. Masks are 
required. For tickets or 
more information, go to 
www.stage33live.com.

DEC. 14 –
CHESTER, Vt. – The 
Southern Vermont 
Astronomy Group’s 
December meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. via 
Zoom. Presentations on 
Galileo and aliens are 
planned. For details and 
links, visit www.sovera.
org/events.

SUNDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six Loose 
Ladies hosts Odd Bobbins 
Spinners the second 
Sunday of each month 
from 1-4 p.m. at their 
location on the Common 
in Chester.

MONDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Overeaters Anonymous 
12-Step Recovery Program 
is Mondays from 7-8 
p.m. at the old St. Charles 
Catholic School building, 
25 Cherry Street in 
Bellows Falls. The program 
is free. Call Celeste with 
any questions at 802-376-
3507.

WESTON, Vt. – Bingo is 
Monday nights at 7 p.m. 
at the Weston Rod & Gun 
Club, 982 Route 100, 
1.5 miles north of Weston 
Village. All are welcome.

TUESDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Come check out TOPS – 
Take Off Pounds Sensibly. 
We are a nonjudgmental, 
affordable, and supportive 
weight loss group. The first 
visit is free. We are taking 
Covid-19 precautions so 
a mask is required while 
attending the meeting. All 
are welcome; youth must 
be at least 9 to attend and 
have parental permission. 
Meetings are every 
Tuesday at 25 Cherry Hill 
in Bellows Falls. Weigh-ins 
start at 5:45 p.m. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Senior 
Solutions is sponsoring 
two Fall Prevention Tai Chi 
classes in the Great Hall, 
100 River St., Tuesdays 
through Dec. 14. The 
beginner class will meet 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. The 
class for intermediate and 
advanced practitioners will 
meet from 10:45-11:45 
a.m. Tai Chi helps lower 
the risk of falling, improves 
concentration, leg strength, 
balance and coordination, 
and reduces joint pain and 
stress. Come join us – it’s 
fun and free!

WEDNESDAYS –
REGION – On 
Wednesdays at 5 p.m., 
join Lori Wright for Yoga 
Flow with Meditation, 
live or watch the video 
during your perfect time. 
A 45-minute gentle flow 
class with meditation 
to strengthen, improve 
flexibility, bring balance, 
relieve stress, and improve 
the immune system. Calm 
the “monkey mind” and 
help bring peace to your 
life, whether it is on or off 
your yoga mat. Contact 
Lori Wright at 603-
401-8123 or email at 
loriwright163@gmail.com 
to register.

THURSDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – 
Alcoholics Anonymous 
women’s meeting, a 
12-step recovery program 
for women who have a 
desire to stop drinking, is 
happening every Thursday 
at 6 p.m. at the St. John’s 
Episcopal Church at the 
corner of Westminster 
and Elm streets in 
Walpole, N.H. For more 
information, call Viva at 
802-732-8330.

FRIDAYS –
WALPOLE, N.H. – Meeting 
of Alcoholics Anonymous 
Fridays from 7-8 p.m. 
in St. John’s Parish Hall, 
Walpole.

SATURDAYS –
GASSETTS, Vt. – Gassetts 
Grange hosts breakfast 
the second Saturday of 
every month, serving from 
8-9:30 a.m. There is a fee 
per person. Menu includes 
bacon, sausage, eggs, 
sausage gravy, plain and 
blueberry pancakes, home 
fries, toast, juices, coffee, 
and tea. Eat in or take out. 
Hope to see you all there. 
For more information, call 
802-591-4290 or 802-
875-1051.

H H H H H H
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  If you love silly cats that are overly 
social, you need a Black Jack in 
your life! Black Jack is a very sweet 
cat that follows you around begging 
for attention. He does very well with 
his feline roommates, even though 
some of them are rather grumpy to 
him.
  He came to us as a stray and with 
his amazing purrsonlity we are 
very surprised no one came for him. 
If you come adopt Black Jack, we 
guarantee you’ll feel like a winner 
everyday.
  Visit our webpage to fill out an 
adoption application. Once ap-
proved, we would set up an ap-
pointment to meet and adopt. To 
speed up the application process, 
please call your vet to give them 
permission to speak to us.

Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail
Springfield, Vt.
802-885-3997
www.spfldhumane.org

featured pet

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$150for13Weeks•$250for26Weeks•$400for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 50 cents for each word thereafter. 

Art Crafts Gifts

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield

Arts  Crafts  Gifts  Workshops

Holiday Hours Wed., Thur., Sat. 11-5, Fri. 11-7

Wish Book for all your artful holiday desires

Workshop - Make Your Own Winter Holiday Crafts, Decorations, and Gifts 

12/11, from 11-1 - with Christine Mix via ZOOM. Register by Dec. 8

www.galleryvault.org
(02/08/22 - TFN - 13)

SAGE JEWELRY AND GIFTS
78 The Common, On the Green

Chester, VT   802-875-7243

www.sagejewelryvt.com

Handcrafted jewelry made on site, full jewelry repair service. Locally 

crafted gifts, cards, and much more!
(03/08/22 - 13)

Bakery

CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 

Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 802-

226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(05/31/22 - TFN - 26)

Builders/Contractors

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, through 

small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients expect a great 

experience from start to finish. Our professionalism matched with pro-

ficiency, customer care, and quality hit that mark. We are fully insured 

and ready for your next project, big or small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008
(06/14/22 - 52)

ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter & spring 2022 projects. Also offer carpentry, kitchen & 

bathroom remodels, interior & exterior painting, window & door replace-

ments, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pressure washing, drywall 

repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. 
(01/04/22 - 26)

STEBBINS SPECTACULAR PAINTING

CALL 87–STEBBINS
Interior specialists. Trusted by Stratton mountain resort, McDonald’s, and  

Dartmouth college. Winner, best of Monadnock. Mention “Shopper” for 

10% off winter interior work. Restrictions apply. 877-832-2467. 
(01/18/22 - 13)

Campground

CATON PLACE CAMPGROUND 
2419 EAST ROAD, CAVENDISH VERMONT

SEASONAL SITES AVAILABLE FOR 2022! REASONABLE RATES!

802-226-7767

Catonplacecamp@aol.com 

Full hook up sites, pull thru, and tent sites. Views of Okemo! Large Private 

Sites! 
(12/14/21 - 13)

Chiropractor

FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-226-7977 

Hours: Tuesday 1pm-6pm, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am-6pm. 
(08/16/22 - TFN - 52)

Masonry

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, walls, 

patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years experience. 

Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@gmail.com or visit drc-

stonedesign.com. 
(03/08/22 - 13) 

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, steps, 

restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Contact Gary 

Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  
(09/20/22 - 52)

Okemo Valley TV

Watch on TV: Community Channel: Comcast 1076 & VTel 166

 Education / Gov’t Channel: Comcast 1086 / VTel 167

(TV Schedules available at okemovalley.tv/schedules & on cable TV program guide)

Watch Online: okemovalley.tv & youtube.com/okemovalleytv

“Gavel-to-Gavel” coverage of local meetings (playing daily on Ed. / 

Gov. channel)

(Meeting Playback Guide available at bottom of okemovallley.tv/schedule)

(02/15/22 - TFN - 13)

Scrap Metal Wanted
Call Chet for free removal of scrap metal. Also buying scrap cars. Call 

802-875-3788.
(03/22/22 - 13)

School Bus Driver 

Green Mountain Unified School District has a position 
open for a Full Time Bus Driver starting immediately. 
Driving will be approximately 4 - 6 hours a day split 
between the morning and afternoon. This is a School Year 
Position. Requirements: CDL Class B with school bus and 
passenger endorsement, as well as current DOT Medical 
Card. Background Checks and a pre-employment drug 
test are required as well as being in a pool for random 
drug testing. EOE.

Job Type: Full-time                               Pay: $22.87 per hour 

Send Resumes to: Michael Ripley at michael.ripley@trsu.org

Substitute Teachers Needed
Our schools are:

Cavendish Town Elementary 

Chester-Andover Elementary

Green Mountain Union High School

Ludlow Elementary 

Mount Holly Elementary

For more information, please contact: 
Human Resources

609 VT Rte. 103 South
Ludlow, VT 05149

Phone: (802)-875-6432
Email: allison.sexton@trsu.org

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL 

Westminster, Vermont

Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will meet 
at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 3, 2022 to consider the 
following:

Application #22-19 Anthony Perri & Elaine Ingraham 
(Owner & Applicant)) – property located at 3338 US 
Route 5. The Applicant is requesting to add a Deck off 
Old Restaurant Building & Handicap Ramp. Also, to 
be considered is the construction of a 10’ high Planked 
Fence on the sides bordering the Reed property to the 
south and east. This Application will be reviewed under 
Section 311 Site Plan Review; Section 445 Village District 
Zone; and Article IX Historical Preservation Overlay 
District of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to the 
right to make any subsequent appeals. 

The application is available for review in the Westmin-
ster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, Vermont 
05158, Monday – Friday from 8:30 am - 4:00 pm.

 

Town of Westminster 
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. (12/14-4)

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-
775-2859 or 802-236-7213. 
(12/28-4)

HELP WANTED
HIRING!! The Little School in 
Weston is hiring. We are offer-
ing flexible schedules and full 

and part-time positions. Please 
email admin@littleschoolvt.org 
with your interest. Come join 
our amazing team! We look 
forward to hearing from you. 
(01/04)

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Dental 
office assistant. Our friendly, 
professional dental practice is 
seeking a dental assistant to 
join our team. We are willing 
to train the right person, experi-
ence helpful but not required. 
Offering 401(k), vacation, and 
dental. Please send resume to 
jenngraffa@hotmail.com or mail 
Dr. David Heydenreich, 192 
Rockingham St., Bellows Falls, 
VT 05101 (01/04)

FOR SALE
LUDLOW, Vt. – Whirlpool dish-
washer for sale, stainless steal, 
good condition. $150. Call 
802-384-0313. (12/14)

SNOW 
REMOVAL
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing 
and sanding, Ludlow area, 
residential only. Reasonable 
rates. Contact SK Logging at 
802-384-0313. (12/21)

SUBMIT YOUR 

CLASSIFIED ONLINE!

VermontJournal.com

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday services are being held in the church, with people 
sitting every other pew. Sunday school is at 9:45 a.m., 
Sunday morning service is 11 a.m., and the afternoon 
service is 1:30 p.m. Wednesday evening service is at 
6:30 p.m. For more information, call the church at 802-
674-2266 or visit www.obbcvt.org.

CHESTER, VT. 
Andover Community Church, 928 Weston-Andover Rd.
Sunday school at 9:30 a.m. and worship service 
10:45 a.m. For more information, go to www.
andovercommunitychurch.org.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry
Worship service is Sunday at 10 a.m. at the church. 
Masks are suggested. Services will still be live streamed 
at www.firstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-
worship.html. For more information, visit www.
firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or call 802-856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and 
High St. 
Mass services are Saturday at 4:30 p.m., Sundays at 
8 a.m., and 10 a.m. Masks are recommended, but 
not required, for those who are fully vaccinated. Social 
distancing in every other pew will continue. For more 
information, go to www.okemovalleycatholicparishes.com 
or call 802-228-3451.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
First Congregational Church UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. in person. Masks 
optional. Singing is encouraged! For more information, 
call 802-885-5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to 
www.fccuccspfdvt.org.

North Springfield Baptist Church, 69 Main St.
Join us for worship Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. and 
to meet our Interim Pastor, Joanne Thomas. Masks are 
encouraged, and we have ample space for social 
distancing. Our hope is to make Jesus known in our 
church and community. For more information, please 
email the church office at office@nsbcvt.org or call 802-
886-8107. We are handicap accessible.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and 
Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Vaccinated folks are 
welcome to attend service in person. Those who prefer 
to wear masks are welcome to do so. Services are also 
available via Zoom. For links and updates, go to www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
The First Congregational Church of Westminster, 
3470 US Rt. 5
Sunday services are online. For more information, 
call 802-772-4148, or find us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-
Inc-1506511432980057.
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Our own pressed sweet cider,

amazing craft beers

and a great wine selection!
VT grown trees

Handmade Wreaths

& Roping

STRESS FREE HOLIDAYS!STRESS FREE HOLIDAYS!

Santa Claus
is coming to our
Garden Center!

Saturday 
Dec. 4 & 11

                          

FRESH TURKEYS • PRODUCE • CHEESES

      ORDER NOW by phone or online

Homemade Pies
from scratch

APPLE • 4BERRY • PEACH • BLUEBERRY • PUMPKIN • PECAN 
PUMPKIN CHEESCAKE • gluten free CHOCOLATE TORTE

                  6023 US Route 5 • Westminster, VT
(802) 722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

Join us for 

Complementary refreshments and
shop our specials.

Shop 120 & 122 Main Street, Located
in the Village of Ludlow.  

Now Offering

Dry Aged 

Steaks

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

All Meals are Served with 

House Salad, Caesar Salad, 

or Veggie of the Day

Open 7 Days, 12 - Closing

Now Taking Reservations

CROWN POINT PUB

802-885-1010  •  cpccpub@gmail.com  •  155 Golf Course Rd.  Springfield, VT
Just 5 minutes from downtown Springfield on the Weathersfield Center Road

UPCOMING HOURS:
Wed, Dec. 8, from 4-9

Thur, Dec. 9, from 4-9

Fri, Dec. 10, Closed for Private Event

Sat, Dec. 11, lunch from 12-4, 

 then Closed for Private Event

Sun & Mon, Dec. 12 & 13, Closed

Tue, Dec. 14, from 5-9

Wed, Dec. 15, from 4-9

Thur, Dec. 16, from 4-9

Fri, Dec. 17, from 4-8

We appreciate your understanding of our 

special hours, and we apologize for any 

inconvenience. 

Soups & Salads

Appetizers
Fried Cheese Curds

Crown Point Wings

Hole in 1 Nachos

Chicken Tenders

Paninis
Mulligan, Vermonter, Reuben, Birdie

Pub Grub
Cheeseburger

Chicken Cheddar Tomato Melt

Haddock Sandwich

BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich

Steak & Cheese Grinder

Flatbreads, Quesadillas

$20 Holiday Gift Bags Include:
4oz SAPCC ceramic mug 

Craft project
Children's book

Small stuffed animal
Hot cocoa & sweet treat
Holiday activity book

Letter from Santa

DECEMBER 6 - 18, 2021
SIGN UP NOW AT WWW.SAPCC-VT.ORG

WALPOLE, N.H. – The Wal-
pole Players are excited to be 
returning to the Helen Miller 
Theater in the Walpole Town 
Hall with a live holiday perfor-
mance of “It’s a Wonderful Life,” 
a live radio play by Joe Landry, 
Friday, Dec. 17 and Saturday, 
Dec. 18, at 7 p.m. Doors open at 
6:15 p.m.
  This well-loved holiday clas-

sic comes to life as a live 1940s 
radio broadcast, with a small 
ensemble of actors playing doz-

ens of characters as the story of 
idealistic George Bailey unfolds 
until one fateful Christmas Eve.
  The audience will be seated in 

dinner theater style and should 
bring their own food and drink. 
Seating is limited with six peo-
ple to a table and a total of 10 
tables each night – so make 
your plans now to attend. Why 
not get the whole family or a 
group of friends together and 
reserve an entire table just for 
your group?

  Tickets can be purchased 
and table reservations made 
at Galloway Real Estate, 47 
Main Street, in Walpole. 
Please email WalpolePlay-
ers@gmail.com or call 603-
756-2535 for more informa-
tion.
  For the safety of our audi-

ence members, actors, and 
our community at-large, ev-
eryone in attendance will be 
required to wear a mask upon 
entering the building. Once 
you are seated at your table, 
you may remove your mask, 
but your mask must be worn 
if you leave your seat at any 
time for any reason. We also 
request that audience mem-
bers be fully vaccinated. We 
will not be requiring proof of 
vaccination status, but we will 
be checking temperatures at 
the door. Anyone with a tem-
perature of 100.4 or higher 
will be asked to leave and a 
full refund will be given.

Walpole Players present “It’s 
a Wonderful Life” PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 

Arts Project and Twilight 
Music present an evening of 
brass-fueled, swinging mu-
sic of New Orleans by the 
Soggy Po Boys Saturday, Dec. 
11 at 7:30 p.m. The jazz sep-
tet brings the party to street 
corners, clubs, festivals, and 
concert halls, celebrating the 
sounds and stories of New 
Orleans.
  The Soggy Po Boys have 

spread the good news of New 
Orleans music across the 
Northeast and beyond since 
2012. Stu Dias (vocals, gui-
tar), Eric Klaxton (clarinet, 
soprano sax), Zach Lange 
(trumpet), Nick Mainella 
(tenor sax), Mike Effenberger 
(piano), Brett Gallo (drums), 
and Scott Kiefner (bass) ex-
plore the vast musical tradi-
tions of New Orleans, looking 
beyond NOLA jazz to include 

traditional Caribbean tunes, 
Meters funk, soul, and brass 
band-street beat music.
  Next Stage is located at 15 

Kimball Hill in downtown 
Putney, Vt. Tickets can be pur-
chased in advance, at the door, 
and for a virtual showing. For 
more information, call 802-387-

0102. Advance tickets are avail-
able at www.nextstagearts.org.
  Next Stage will provide a beer, 

wine, and cocktail cash bar. 
Proof of vaccination or nega-
tive Covid test within 48 hours 
is required for entry to indoor 
shows, and masks are required 
while inside the venue.

Soggy Po Boys at Next Stage

ANDOVER, Vt. – Little 
Yellow House Studio Events 
presents on-demand view-
ing to celebrate the studio’s 
2021 season. Pay what you 
wish between now and Jan. 
5, 2022 and stream record-
ings of all 2021 online events.
  Events include “Tea & 

Twain,” starring Ron Craw-
ford as Mark Twain; Spot-

light Tuesday conversations 
with actors Barbara Lloyd 
and Reva Stover; a filmed 
play workshop of “Hungry for 
Paint” written by Reva Stover; 
and Out of Control, singer-
songwriter Eva Rainforth’s lat-
est album release celebration. 
Also included in the streaming 
package is bonus footage of the 
sound check for “Blue Skies 

Cabaret,” a live concert recently 
held at the Ludlow Auditorium 
with Susan Haefner and Lisa 
Brigantino.
  “It’s been a joy to work with 

Susan Haefner and Little Yel-
low House Studio and to offer 
this year-end streaming ret-
rospective,” says Brigantino, 
Little Yellow House Studio 
artist and managing director. 
“Being part of the studio has 
given me the opportunity to 
wear a variety of hats and re-
main creative, engaged, and 
grounded through these chal-
lenging times.”
  “We are so pleased to be cel-

ebrating Little Yellow House 
Studio’s first full year in ex-
istence,” says Haefner, Little 
Yellow House Studio founder 
and executive artistic director. 
“The studio started as a way 
to help artists and commu-
nity stay connected during the 
pandemic, but we already have 
exciting plans in the works for 
2022. Thanks to everyone who 
has been part of the journey.”
  The recordings will be avail-

able between now and Jan. 
5, 2022, and are “pay-what-
what-you-wish,” with a recom-
mended ticket price for access 
to all the events. Visit the Little 
Yellow House Studio Events 
page for more information 
and to purchase tickets. Upon 
purchase, password protect-
ed links will be provided for 
viewing. For more informa-
tion about Little Yellow House 
Studio, visit www.littleyellow-
housestudio.com.

Little Yellow House Studio 
celebrates its 2021 Season

Soggy Po Boys.
PHOTO PROVIDED

@VermontJournal
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Open Daily 9-6
Route 12 in Walpole, NH

Like us on Facebook

VT GROWN TREES 
& OUR OWN 
HANDMADE  

WREATHS 

 - MAPLE SYRUP -

- LOCAL MEATS -

- CHEESE -

- MILK -

- VEGGIES -

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left! Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

View full list of participating businesses:

www.okemo.evrealestate.com/blog

C H A L L E N G EC H A L L E N G E

ELVESELVES          MAIN STREETMAIN STREETON

· Particants may submit one entry per elf. 

· Find all 12 elves and receive 12 entries to win.

RULESR U L E S

1.
Capture a photo.

#elvesonmainstreet

okemo@evrealestate.com
or email:

3.
Submit by:

D E C E M B E R

20

S P Y  A N  E L F ?S P Y  A N  E L F ?
E n t e r  t o  w i n  a  g i f t !

via

Share it.

2.

Snacks, Presents, Meet Santa at 1:30,  and 

receive a new toy from Jolly ol’ Santa Claus

American Legion Post #37

42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls • 802-463-9700
CMDR, Don Stocker  //  Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand

Chair, Mike Viveiros - Doug Roberts

Open to All Children of  the Community 12 & Younger

Saturday, December 18th

1:00 - 3:00 pm

197 Elm Street  •  Chester, Vermont 05143
802.875.3295

Appointments Currently Required

HOURS:
Wednesday - Friday: 10:00 to 4:00 • Saturday: 9:00 to 12:00

Shop Early for the Holidays
Up to 20% Off 

All Framed Artworks
Offer Ends 01/15/22

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth

• Eric Sloane

• Luigi Lucioni

• Frank McCarthy

• Robert Todd

• Gerald Lubeck

• and others!

ournal

hopper

Like us on 
Facebook!

@VermontJournal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Visit Bellows Falls as we 
#LightUpBF Saturday, Dec. 
11 at 5 p.m. We will turn on 
the snowflake lights in the 
square and the Christmas 
tree at the Brown-Fuller Me-
morial Park to start the Bel-
lows Falls Parade of Lights. 
Come watch almost 30 ve-
hicles decked out with lights 
and music parade through 
Bellows Falls. The route be-
gins on Henry Street and will 
continue north through the 
Square to end on Williams 
Street.
  The Bellows Falls Parade 

of Lights is an outdoor event. 
There is ample room on all 
sidewalks from Henry to 
Williams streets for people 
to safely spread out and 
watch the parade. There are 
many places to park your 
car along the route to watch 
from inside your vehicle.
  Following Vermont guide-

lines for Covid-19 protocols, 
www.healthvermont.gov, we 
ask that visitors stay out-
doors when you can, keep 
groups small, when indoors 
wear a mask, avoid crowded 
spaces, and consider getting 
tested before and after an 

event.
  The Bellows Falls Parade of 

Lights is an all-weather event. 
We suggest you dress for cold 
weather and keep your family 
safely on the sidewalks and out 
of the streets, as nothing will be 
thrown from any vehicle in the 
parade. The Parade of Lights is 
a nighttime event; consider car-
rying flashlights or headlamps 
for your safety.
  On Saturday, many mer-

chants will stay open later, in-
cluding Rockingham Roasters 
and Village Square Booksellers. 
Santa will be at Allen Brothers 
Farm Market in the greenhouse 
from 10 a.m.-1 p.m. The Bel-
lows Falls Rotary Club is spon-
soring a free holiday showing of 
“Abominable” at 3 p.m. in the 
Bellows Falls Opera House.
  Entries for the Parade of 

Lights include the Bellows Falls 
Police and Fire, Rockingham 

and Westminster Highway, 
Windham County Sheriff, All 
Seasons Construction, Cata-
mount Truck & Trailer Repair, 
Bellows Falls Rotary Club, 
Decamp Plumbing & Heating, 
Brent Austin, James Plumbing 
& Heating, Lyons & Tenney 
Timber Harvesting, Gideon 
Touissant, North Walpole Fire, 
Nicole Godfrey, Westminster 
Farms, BF Community Bike 
Project, Tom Call Excavation, 
Bill Potter, Stephanie Law-
lor, Sue Stack, Larson’s Prop-
erty Services, Cota Oil, Savage 
Trucking, Michelle Lowe, Ba-
zin Farms, Kurn Hattin Homes, 
MJ’s Lawn Care & Landscape, 
and more.
  For more information on the 

Bellows Falls Parade of Lights, 
find the event on Facebook at 
Bellows Falls Downtown De-
velopment Alliance and www.
bellowsfallsvt.org.

Light up Bellows Falls 
Parade of Lights

CAVENDISH, Vt. – On Sun-
day, Dec. 12, the 2021 Proctors-
ville Christmas Ghost Walk be-
gins in front of the Proctorsville 
War Memorial on Route 131 at 
7 p.m. The tour proceeds down 
Depot Street with information 
about what places are thought to 
be haunted. It ends at the Gold-
en Stage Inn, where there will 
be a bonfire. What better place 
and way to learn about one of 

the most haunted inns in New 
England!
  In 2020, the Cavendish His-

torical Society had to cancel 
their planned ghost walk. In 
its place was “A Christmas Eve 
Ghost Story,” featuring the 
Golden Stage Inn and its various 
ghosts as well as some of the lo-
cal spirits. The story is available 
online at the CHS blog, www.
cavendishhistoricalsocietynews.

blogspot.com/2020/12/a-
cavendish-christmas-ghost-
story-2020.html.
  The tour is free and open to 

the public, but donations are 
appreciated. This is an easy 
walk. Please dress accord-
ing to the weather and bring 
a flashlight. For more infor-
mation, call 802-226-7807 
or email margocaulfield@
icloud.com.

Proctorsville Christmas 
Ghost Walk

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Spring-
field Art Gym will host a 
Christmas Makers Market at 
37 Main Street in the newly 
renovated Woolson Block 
Thursdays and Fridays from 
1-7 p.m. and Saturdays from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m. through Dec. 18.
  This Christmas Makers Mar-

ket features the work of inde-
pendent Vermont makers who 
have created a wide variety of 
unique gifts for you or fam-
ily and friends. Items for sale 
include handpainted bottles, 
upcycled flannels with inspir-
ing and sassy images sewn 
into them, tin can upcycled 
earrings, handmade jewelry, 
homemade baked goods, dia-
mond art, crochet items, hand-
made baskets, custom signs, 
shirts, and glasses as well as 

handmade aprons, potholders, 
and masks.
  This market has the added 

excitement of introducing the 
public to the newly renovated 
Woolson Block retail business 
space – a long-awaited and 
highly anticipated renovation 
of a downtown landmark his-
torically and emotionally sig-
nificant to Springfield and the 
state of Vermont.
  “As conscientious consum-

ers, we are moving away from 
mass-produced products with 
no face, no story, and no mean-
ing. Instead, we are looking 
to buy less and buy products 
made in Vermont, of higher 
quality, and with soul. Our goal 
is to provide this outlet for con-
sumers and makers to connect, 
form relationships, and pro-

mote small business,” says 
Wendi Germain, co-creator 
of the Springfield Art Gym.
  In a world of anonymous 

mass production, Spring-
field Art Gym’s Makers 
Market allows shoppers to 
give or own a one-of-a-kind 
handmade treasure that re-
flects the heart and soul of 
the maker.
  For more information on 

the Springfield Art Gym, go 
to www.artgymvt.com or 
find us on Facebook.

Springfield Art Gym’s Christmas 
Makers Market

CHESTER, Vt. – The Stone 
Village Art Guild and the 
First Universalist Parish in 
Chester are holding a fine art 
and craft sale Friday, Dec. 17, 
from 12-5 p.m., and Saturday, 
Dec. 18, from 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
at the First Universalist Parish 
on Route 103, 211 North St., 
in Chester’s Stone Village.
  All items featured at this 

fine art and craft sale are the 
creative work of local art-
ists. Shoppers will recog-
nize scenes from locations 
in Chester, Springfield, and 
Weathersfield in watercolor, 
pastels, and oil. Quilted wall 
hangings, giant potholders 
and cutting boards, all hand-
crafted, will also be available.
  Everyone on your gift list 

needs a pair of Vermont 
Sweater Mittens made famous 
by our own Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers. We will have mittens in 
all colors and sizes. And who 
would not be delighted to be 
gifted a pair of handcrafted 
earrings or a special vintage 
cookie cutter tree ornament?
  This one-stop shopping 

event will also include home 
baked holiday goodies and a 
Burton snowboard and gog-
gles raffle.
  So whether you need that 

last minute special gift, stock-

ing stuffers, or simply want 
to add gifts for family and 
friends on your list, this shop-
ping event will meet your 
needs.

Stone Village Art Guild’s 
fine art and craft sale
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Licensed Dental Hygienists Needed!

VT licensed dental hygienists needed for a rapidly growing general dentistry practice in Chester, 
Vermont. Qualified candidates will enjoy the benefits of a small high-end established practice 
in a brand new building with all the latest technology, and the freedom to carve out your own 
career path. Flexible schedule, paid vacation, holidays, continuing education, and 401k. We 

have a golden retriever therapy dog on site so you must love dogs! 

Please send a cover letter and resume to info@drchristopherfauver.com, 
attention: office manager, or call 802-885-3191 for a confidential interview.

gracecottage.org • Townshend, VT • 802-365-7357

Grace Cottage

Wishes You Happy Holidays!

Calm Moments
Massage Studio
101 Main Street, Ludlow, VT

802.228.7772
www.calmmomentsmassage.com

Irene Berry

Robin Nelson

Nancy Durgin

Tad Martin

Hap
py

Hol
iday

s!

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

 

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

Delivering the Gift of Warmth
this Holiday Season

New Construction / Timber Framing
Renovation / Architectural Design / Interior Design

WADSWORTHCOMPANY.COM

802.297.1600

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium Tobacco 
& Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

@VermontJournal

FRIDAY, DEC. 10 –

Boys basketball –
Fall Mountain at Campbell, 6 

p.m.
Green Mountain at Gillam 

Tourney in Hartford, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Arlington at Leland & Gray 

Tourney, 7 p.m.
Campbell at Fall Mountain, 

6:30 p.m.
Springfield at Long Trail, 6 

p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 11 –

Boys basketball –
Arlington at Springfield, 2:30 

p.m.
Gillam Tourney Finals in Hart-

ford

Long Trail at Leland & Gray, 1 
p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 13 –

Girls basketball –
Bellows Falls at Springfield, 7 

p.m.

TUESDAY, DEC. 14 –

Boys basketball –
Bellows Falls at Green Moun-

tain Tourney, 7:30 p.m.
Fall Mountain at Stevens, 5:30 

p.m.
West Rutland at Leland & Gray, 

7 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Fall Mountain at Stevens, 7 p.m.
Long Trail at Green Mountain 

Tourney, 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 15 –

Girls basketball –
Leland & Gray at Arlington, 7 

p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 16 –

Girls basketball –
Springfield at Brattleboro, 7 

p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 17 –

Boys basketball –
Fall Mountain at Mascenic, 6:30 

p.m.
Leland & Gray at Arlington, 7 

p.m.
Springfield at Rivendell Acad-

emy, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball –
Bellows Falls at Windsor, 7 p.m.
Mascenic at Fall Mountain, 6:30 

p.m.

RUTLAND, Vt. – U.S. For-
est Service officials in Ver-
mont are welcoming the 
public to select and cut a 
Christmas tree on the Green 
Mountain National Forest 
with the purchase of a permit. 
Permits are now available for 
purchase either online or in-
person at our GMNF offices 
in Manchester or Rochester, 
Vt. In support of the Every 
Kid Outdoors initiative, this 
year the Forest Service will 
provide fourth grade stu-
dents with a free Christmas 
tree voucher by registering at 
www.everykidoutdoors.gov. 
Fourth graders who register 

must present a printed voucher 
to redeem a Christmas tree per-
mit. Christmas trees for person-
al use may be cut on the GMNF, 
subject to conditions: permits 
must be purchased online or in-
person, two permits are allowed 
per household per year, and the 
tree obtained under the permit 
may not be resold.
  Trees may only be cut within 

designated areas as indicated 
in maps. The permit does not 
cover trees over 20 feet tall, and 
the tree must be cut at a point 
no higher than 6 inches off the 
ground. Permit holders must re-
move all trash and litter result-
ing from their activities. This 
includes removing all woody 
debris from road surfaces, 
ditches, and culvert openings 
where cutting took place.
  Permit is not valid in Con-

gressionally-designated wilder-
ness areas; active timber sale 
areas; and developed recreation 
sites including campgrounds, 
picnic areas, and day use sites; 
and the following management 
areas as designated by the 2006 
Forest Plan: Ecological Special 
Areas, Existing and Candidate 
Research Natural Areas, Alpine/
subalpine Special Areas, and the 
Robert Frost Recreation Special 
Area.
  Permit must be attached to 

the tree before transporting it 
from the site where it was cut.
  Before you leave home, be 

sure to measure the space where 
you plan to place the tree in 
your home and measure the 
space in your vehicle where you 
will be transporting the tree. 
Cell service may be spotty or 
unavailable. Be sure someone 
knows where you are and when 
to expect you back.
  Check the latest weather con-

ditions, forest warnings, and 
road closures before you leave 
on your trip.
  Bring a map with you. Don’t 

rely on GPS because it may not 
be up to date with Forest Ser-
vice roads. Roads may not be 
plowed. Carry tire chains, shov-
els, and a tow chain. Be sure 
your vehicle has a full tank of 
gas. Bring a spare key and give 
it to someone else in your party. 
Don’t get locked out of your car. 
Park in areas so that traffic can 
get by safely, and do not block 
gates.
  Dress warmly and take ex-

tra dry clothes. Expect winter 
weather, including cold temper-
atures, snow, and winds. Start 
your day early. Be sure to find 
your tree and leave the woods 
before dark.
  For more information, go to 

www.fs.usda.gov/gmfl.

Forest Service offers online 
Christmas tree permits

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ver-
mont’s loons are thriving with 
a record 109 nesting pairs re-
corded in 2021, the highest 
since loon monitoring began 
in 1978, according to the Ver-
mont Fish & Wildlife Depart-
ment and Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies.
  VCE leads the Vermont Loon 

Conservation Project in part-
nership with the Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife Department.
  Loons were removed from 

Vermont’s endangered species 
list in 2005 following decades 
of recovery efforts. One of the 
main threats still facing loons 

as they continue to recover is 
human disturbance during the 
breeding season.
  “We ask people to enjoy loons 

from a distance, whether they 
are in a motorboat, a canoe, or 
a kayak,” said Fish & Wildlife’s 
bird biologist Doug Morin.
  Morin also reminds people to 

avoid lead fishing tackle. Loons 
sometimes swallow stray fish-
ing tackle and suffer the effects 
of lead poisoning. Lead sink-
ers weighing one-half ounce or 
less are prohibited for fishing in 
Vermont. Also, don’t leave any 
fishing line behind as fishing 
tackle does kill loons.

Loons record year
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