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BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – During the 
Jan. 20 Selectboard meeting, 
Town Manager Julie Hance 
shared Chester’s final year-
end budget review, the high-
light of which was a surplus of 
$335,295.91 along with a bud-
get that will see a decrease of 
$687.82 over last year and a total 
town budget of $3,342,887.01 
for Chester voters to approve in 
March.
  According to Hance, the 

surplus was the result of ex-
tra revenue received through 
Covid-19 relief funds, and was 
largely due in part to depart-
ment heads watching expenses 
and purchasing only what ab-
solutely necessary. Board Chair 
Arne Jonynas also commended 
the reorganization of the town 
office, which redefined respon-
sibilities among current town 
office personnel when Hance 
took over the town manager 
position, and ultimately elimi-
nated a staff position.
  Hance acknowledged this 

would be a one-time savings 
and would not be sustainable 
moving forward since several 
items that department heads 
delayed will need to be pur-
chased in future.
  Board members praised 

Hance for her efforts in ad-
dressing budget concerns early 
during an uncertain year that 
dealt with a pandemic that 
might have impacted tax col-
lection and other economic un-
knowns.
  With the budget itself already 

coming in under last year’s bud-
get, Hance presented several 
options for the board to consid-
er for how to spend the surplus.
  Hance recommended and 

the board unanimously agreed 
on “option 1,” which included 
paying $200,000 for the Depot 
Street sidewalk project, pur-
chasing the police cruiser out-
right for $41,000, financing the 
dump truck as planned through 
the Capital Plan, transferring 
$20,000 to the Reserve Fund, 
and increasing the fund bal-
ance by $72,000. The remaining 
$2,295.91 would be used to off-

set any tax increase.
  This surplus does not include 

or impact the current gen-
eral fund balance of $263,000, 
which will remain intact.
  During special meeting via 

Zoom Monday, Jan. 25, the Se-
lectboard warned the upcoming 
articles that would be presented 
to the voters for approval fol-
lowing the informational town 

meeting.
  An anticipated article (Article 

22) that would have determined 
the fate of cannabis and mari-
juana sales in town was pulled 
from the list. Jonynas recom-
mended that the cannabis is-
sue be discussed at a regularly 
scheduled meeting when more 
people could be involved.
  Other board members agreed, 

with Leigh Dakin saying that 
the topic deserved “a robust dis-
cussion.”
  Hance confirmed that the 

town could always call for a spe-
cial town meeting on the topic 
later in the year, although the 
article would need to be voted 
on by Australian ballot.
  The board then approved 

the town warning, which in-
cluded approving a $250,000 
bond, minus grants received 
for paving; approving budget 
of 33,342,887.01; expending 
from the Capital Reserve Fund 
$887,249.36, which includes 
the additional surplus funds 
from this year spending – 
$18,750 for Fire Department 
air packs, $10,000 for signage, 
$200,000 for Depot Street side-
walk, $41,000 for police cruiser, 
$146,610.80 to pay previously 
approved equipment loans, 
and $470,888.56 transfer to 
Bond Plan; approving $130,000 
purchase of dump truck to be 
financed over five years; ap-
proving tax exemption for the 
Chester Rod and Gun Club, 
Green Mountain Softball, and 

the Olive Branch Lodge; and 
approving funds to Meals on 
Wheels of Greater Springfield, 
Chester fireworks, Visiting 
Nurse Association & Hospice of 
Vermont and New Hampshire, 
Health Care and Rehabilitation 
Services, Southeastern Vermont 
Community Action, Women’s 
Freedom Center, Senior Solu-
tions, The Current transporta-
tion, Windsor County Mentors, 
Green Mountain RSVP and 
Volunteer Center of Windsor, 
Community Cares Network of 
Chester and Andover, Chester-
Andover Family Center, and 
Neighborhood Connections.
  The town informational 

meeting will be held Monday, 
March 1, 2021 at 6 p.m. via 
Zoom for virtual meeting to 
discuss the budget and all ar-
ticles with the vote happening 
by Australian ballot the follow-
ing day Tuesday, March 2, from 
9 a.m.-7 p.m., at the Chester 
Town Hall.
  The next Chester Select-

board meeting is scheduled for 
Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 6 p.m. via 
Zoom.

Chester fiscal responsibility delivers a $335k surplus

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The Green 
Mountain Unified School Dis-
trict approved the proposed 
budget of $14,241,241, which 
represented a 0.94% increase, 
less than 1% from the previous 
year’s budget. The increase was 
primarily due to an increase in 
the assessment from the Two 
Rivers Supervisor Union budget 
of nearly $150,000. These were 
somewhat offset by changes to 
the organizational structure 
of the two elementary schools, 
sharing Principal Katharine 
Fogg, as well as savings from 
the administrative structure of 
Green Mountain Union High 
School, which elevated Assis-
tant Principal Mike Ripley to 
interim principal without re-
placing his previous position.

  The Ludlow Mount Holly 
Unified Union School Dis-
trict is proposing a budget of 
$7,235,089 that represents an 
almost 1% decrease over last 
year’s budget. Although im-
pacted by an increase of nearly 
$130,000 in the TRSU assess-
ment, a decrease in tuition costs 
for middle and high school im-
pacted their final number.
  The TRSU budget was im-

pacted by skyrocketing special 
education costs, upwards of 
nearly $800,000, which resulted 
in part in their budget increas-
ing by over 14%, although rising 
benefit costs were also a factor. 
The TRSU divides its costs be-
tween the two districts with ap-
proximately 65% coming from 
GMUSD and 35% coming from 
LMHUUSD.
  TRSU Superintendent Lau-

ren Fierman said that there is 

no plan that will stop special 
education costs from rising 
but pointed to two current 
programs through the TRSU, 
one for autism and the other 
for social and emotional is-
sues, that saved the district 
from spending an additional 
$1 million dollars. She said 
that she and TRSU Direc-
tor of Student Services Mary 
Barton were looking at addi-
tional programs, specifically 
a life skills program, which 
would allow some students 
back into the district, saving 
transportation and addition-
al tuition costs.
  Budgets for GMUSD and 

LMHUUSD will be voted 
on by Australian ballot fol-
lowing their respective town 
meetings and in their lo-
cal polling places, Tuesday, 
March 2.

GMUSD and LMHUUSD 
budgets in line with last 
year despite TRSU jump

REGION – “What is the 
purpose of school in today’s 
world?” The public response 
to that fundamental ques-
tion forms the centerpiece of 
a brief two-question survey 
that the Taconic & Green Re-
gional School District Board 
will be conducting now 
through Feb. 15, 2021. In ad-
dition to the feedback on the 
purpose of school, the ques-
tionnaire also asks for input 
on what important skills, val-
ues, and behaviors should be 
developed during the years 
with T&G.
  To maximize safety and 

outreach during the pan-
demic, the questionnaire will 
be distributed electronically 
by email to a wide range of 
local groups and organiza-
tions, including parents, 
former students, and local 
Selectboard members. An 

initial electronic mailing to par-
ents of current T&G students, 
for example, will be sent the first 
week of the survey period.
  The survey will be made avail-

able on social media and at the 
website of the Bennington-Rut-
land Supervisory Union, www.
BRSU.org. The T&G Board will 
also work with a wide range of 
local community organizations 
to put the topic of “the purpose 
of schools” on agendas for dis-
cussion during regularly sched-
uled meetings.
  “We know that board deci-

sions are only as good as the 
information that we use to 
make them,” the T&G Public 
Engagement Committee said in 
a statement. “We know that we 
are limited by our experiences 
and privileges, and that in or-
der to make the best decisions 
for all our kids, we need to be 
informed by all of our commu-

nity.”
  The results of the survey will 

be shared with the public and 
play a major role in establish-
ing T&G educational goals that 
will be the centerpiece of an 
Ends Policy that serves as the 
standard for future school op-
erations. Anyone without access 
to the internet can mail the re-
sponse to the question, “What is 
the purpose of school in today’s 
world?” directly to the T&G 
Board at 6378 VT Route 7A, 
Sunderland, VT 05250.
  T&G operates K-8 public 

education at five local schools: 
Currier Elementary, The Dorset 
School, Sunderland Elemen-
tary, Flood Brook School, and 
Manchester Elementary Middle 
School. The nine communities 
served by the T&G are Danby, 
Dorset, Landgrove, Londonder-
ry, Manchester, Mount Tabor, 
Peru, Sunderland, and Weston.

T&G board welcomes 
public feedback on school 
development and purpose

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
On Feb. 3, all members of the 
Londonderry community are 
invited to kick off One Lon-
donderry: a community pro-
cess to engage all residents in 
setting direction for a vibrant, 
prosperous, and dynamic fu-
ture. This process is a practical, 
pragmatic, and facilitated way 
for residents to actively par-
ticipate in reviewing challenges 
and opportunities facing the 
community, identify top pri-
orities for action, and develop 

concrete action plans. This will 
also be an opportunity to bring 
both technical and financial 
resources to Londonderry to 
move priorities forward.
  This first step in the One 

Londonderry process will be 
a virtual community forum to 
discuss assets, challenges, and 
opportunities for action within 
four focus topics. Everyone is 
invited to join in Feb. 3 to share 
ideas in forums on four differ-
ent topics, chosen by a steering 
committee representing people 

from various occupations and 
parts of town. Forum topics 
will include Housing & Trans-
portation; Youth, Families & 
Childcare; Recreation, Health 
& Wellness; and Economic De-
velopment, Jobs & Village Cen-
ters. Participants can join on 
Zoom or by phone. Public Wi-
Fi is available in a safe, socially 
distanced setup at the Town 
Office for those that need it.
  In addition to online forums, 

ideas will be collected using 
an online survey, www.bit.ly/

LondonderrySurvey, and pa-
per surveys are available at the 
South Londonderry Free Li-
brary, the Londonderry Town 
Office, and at Mike and Tam-
my’s Main Street Deli.
  Step 2 of One Londonderry 

will be a community meeting 
Feb. 25 where all residents will 
be invited to champion action 
ideas, set priorities, and have 
the option to sign up for task 
forces to take on each chosen 
priority initiative. VCRD will 
return in March 16 for Step 3, 

One Londonderry Resource 
Day to help support the work of 
the new task forces with tech-
nical and financial resources 
as they create action plans to 
move their priorities forward.
  Londonderry Selectboard 

Chair Georgianne Mora invites 
all to participate, saying, “I’m 
really hopeful about the One 
Londonderry community pro-
cess. This is an opportunity to 
get community members from 
all corners of the town to en-
gage in envisioning a future 

that fulfills the needs and de-
sires of everyone. VCRD seems 
to have the experience and 
tools to make true inclusiveness 
a reality.”
  The process is produced by 

VCRD, who was invited to 
the community by the town 
of Londonderry Selectboard. 
VCRD is a nonprofit, nonpar-
tisan organization dedicated to 
the advancement of Vermont 
communities. In the past 20

Community process to set direction for the future of Londonderry

Chester delivers a $335k surplus in their budget. 
PHOTO PROVIDED BY WWW.CHESTERVT.GOV

See LONDONDERRY on Page 2A
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Rick Strobl
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TOP PERFORMANCE
The Titanium outdoor wood furnace is the 

most efficient outdoor wood furnace. It 

uses up to 60+% less wood as Central 
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heat loss. The larger firebox allows for 
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Maintenance is minimal (usually only a few 

minutes a week), and is cleaner-burning and 

easy to operate. 

EASY TO OPERATE
The FireStar combustion controller with onboard 

wi-fi keeps you informed of your furnaces 

performance and operation. It constantly 

monitors how the wood is burning and adds 

air where and when it’s needed for the cleanest, 

most efficient combustion. You can see how it’s 

operating in real time on your smartphone or set 

up notifications. Watch a live demo at MyFireStar.

com/demo. 

BUILT TO LAST A LIFETIME
The titanium-enhanced stainless steel 

firebox is designed to last a lifetime. It 

is virtually impervious to corrosion, 

withstands higher temperatures, and 

provides excellent heat transfer. 

Example:

$12,000 Furnace

$3120 TAX CREDIT*
With this example you will deduct 

$3120 from your 2020 tax bill

26% 
TAX CREDIT
on your 2020 Tax Return

New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway • Newport, NH 03773

603-863-8818
neofnh.com

STEEL

STAINLESS

TITANIUM

myfirestar.com

Purchase a new Titanium Stainless

Central Boiler Wood Furnace 

and get a 

Serving Vermont & New Hampshire Since 1972

800-831-8883
cushingandsons.com

Dependable Water Wells and Pump Systems

Water Treatment • GEO Thermal Systems
Services and Repairs • Fast Service

We’re Here to Help YOU!

 years, they have worked with 
over 70 communities through-
out Vermont to bring residents 
together through their facili-
tated and structured process to 
share ideas and move toward 
common solutions. VCRD will 
bring with them a visiting team 
of more than 20 Vermont state, 
federal, business, nonprofit, 
and philanthropic leaders to 
listen to and reflect on the chal-
lenges and opportunities for 
action that residents identify.
  VCRD Community and Poli-

cy Manager Jenna Koloski says, 
“VCRD is excited about work-
ing with Londonderry residents 
to set and advance priorities for 
the future. We believe strongly 
in the power of local leader-
ship and in engaging the full 
voice of the community in set-

ting direction forward. Even in 
a time when people can’t come 
together in the same room, 
there is still great opportunity 
to connect with our friends and 
neighbors, choose what is most 
important, and work towards 
a brighter future for the com-
munity. Coming together, even 
virtually, is more important 
than ever.”
  One Londonderry Commu-

nity Visit is funded with sup-
port from the Vermont Com-
munity Foundation and the 
Northern Borders Regional 
Commission. All members of 
the community are invited to 
participate.
  For more information, visit 

www.bit.ly/OneLondonderry, 
contact VCRD at 802-225-
6091 or jenna@vtrural.org, 
or visit the event Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
events/1331207363901346.

LONDONDERRY
From Page 1A

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 

Working with Springfield 
Medical Systems and the 
Mountain Valley Health Coun-
cil, Neighborhood Connec-
tions is offering assistance to 
eligible citizens in our service 
area to register for Covid-19 
vaccinations. A dedicated page 
on the agency’s website, www.

neighborhoodconnectionsvt.
org, not only connects to the 
portal through which you reg-
ister for a patient ID number, 
which is required before vac-
cination, but also includes the 
most up-to-date information 
about who is eligible now, who 
is next in line, and vaccination 
sites. There is also important 

information about testing and 
a link to testing registration.
  Should anyone have con-

nectivity issues, lack of a 
computer, or need assistance 
in navigating the registration 
process, Neighborhood Con-
nections volunteers have been 
mobilized to help. Volunteer 
drivers are also on hand to 

take people with no trans-
portation to vaccination 
sites.
  Neighborhood Connec-

tions is a nonprofit health 
and social services agency 
located in Londonderry’s 
Mountain Marketplace. 
Call 802-824-4343 with any 
questions.

Neighborhood Connections offers 
support with vaccine registration

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – In 
prior years, members of the com-
munity have joined us in stuffing 
more than 6,000 envelopes that 
we mail for our fundraiser af-
ter an annual Sunday luncheon. 
LVRS wants to extend a sincere 
“thank you” for that help and 

effort. This year, because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, we will be 
unable to host our in-person 
envelope stuffing party but look 
forward to resuming that tradi-
tion in 2022.
  Those on our mailing list will 

be receiving raffle tickets in the 

mail in early February. Your 
generous support in purchasing 
raffle tickets goes toward fund-
ing LVRS’s emergency medical 
operations, as we are still the only 
all-volunteer rescue squad in the 
state of Vermont that doesn’t 
charge for its services.

  If you are new to the com-
munity and would like to sup-
port our squad, please go to 
www.londonderryrescuevt.
org, and click on the “Donate” 
section to either purchase raf-
fle tickets or make a donation. 
Thank you for your support!

LVRS commences annual raffle fundraiser

REGION – Vermont Fresh 
Network & DigInVT is ex-
cited to invite Vermont dairy 
and chocolate enthusiasts 
to sweet and special events 
throughout the state in cel-
ebration of the inaugural 
Vermont Hot Chocolate 
Week, Feb. 1-7, 2021. Over 
40 local farms, restaurants, 
cafes, and other Vermont 
specialty food businesses are 
showcasing their favorite hot 
chocolate flavors with menu 
specials, hot chocolate kits, 
recipes, farm stories, and 
more.
  “From Vermont’s cows and 

dairy farmers, to our local 
chocolate makers, chefs, and 
distillers, the Green Moun-
tain State has everything 
you need to celebrate winter 
in Vermont in a very sweet 
way,” said Tara Pereira, ex-
ecutive director of Vermont 
Fresh Network.
  Throughout this week, 

Vermonters are invited to 
sample and celebrate. Visit 
cafes and restaurants offer-
ing special drinks all week 
long, including King Arthur 
Baking cafe, The Lodge at 
Spruce Peak, Mad River Dis-
tillers, Morse Block Deli, The 
Scoop & Archie’s Grill, The 
Skinny Pancake, Sweetwa-
ters American Bistro, Rabble 
Rouser Chocolate & Craft 
Co., Red Hen Baking Co., 
and many others around the 
state.
  Celebrate at home! Plan a 

night in with hot chocolate kits 
and boozy collabs from local 
businesses like Mad River Taste 
Place and Michael’s on the Hill. 
Lake Champlain Chocolates is 
offering hot chocolate bombs 
to use at home and as well as 
serving limited edition Rasp-
berry Hot Chocolate and Dark 
Hot Chocolate in their three 
cafes.
  Enjoy a snowy outdoor ad-

venture with sweet sips at 
Sandiwood Farm in Wolcott 
and Frog Hollow Farm in Hub-
bardton.
  Enter the Hot Chocolate 

Week photo contest! Snap the 
best photo of your hot choco-
late and post it to Instagram 
with the hashtag #vthotchoco-

late to enter DigInVT’s photo 
contest. The prize-winning 
photos will be chosen by a pan-
el of hot chocolate experts.
  Follow along with Vermont 

dairy farms as they are high-
lighted during the week, in-
cluding Billings Farm, Monu-
ment Farms, Liberty Hill Farm, 
Cedar Mountain Farm, Robie 
Farm, Stony Pond Farm, and 
Shelburne Farms.
  Vermont Hot Chocolate 

Week is funded through a 2020 
Vermont Breakfast on the Farm 
grant awarded to Vermont 
Fresh Network to promote Ver-
mont dairy and engage local 
businesses and the public.
  For a complete list of partici-

pating businesses and activities 
during Vermont Hot Chocolate 
Week, visit www.DigInVT.com.

Sip your way 
through Hot 
Chocolate Week

ournal
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

GET YOUR 
COPY 

TODAY

$25
at Smitty’s 

Chester Market, 

Lisai’s Market 
in Bellows Falls, 

Framery of VT,
Blair Books & More, 

and Stone House 
Antique Center

Call Ron to Arrange 
Shipping or Pickup

802-374-0119
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •
www.drchristopherfauver.com

802-885-3191
48 Main Street, Chester, VT

Like us on Facebook

OPENING 
SOON
at our new 

Chester 
Location

for business as usual

Monday, Feb. 1

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ver-
monters who are age 75 and 
older are now able to make an 
appointment for their Covid-19 
vaccination. People in this age 
group can make an appoint-
ment online at www.healthver-
mont.gov/MyVaccine. Making 
an appointment online is the 
fastest way to get signed up.
  Eligible Vermonters will 

be asked to create an account 
on the website, then log in to 
make their appointment. Fam-
ily members and friends are 
strongly encouraged to assist 
their loved ones with online 
registration, as needed.
  A call center will open for 

anyone who is unable to register 
online or who needs to speak 
with someone in a language 
other than English. These Ver-
monters can call 855-722-7878. 
Going forward, the call center 
hours will be Monday to Friday, 
8:15 a.m.-5:30 p.m., and Satur-
day to Sunday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
  Vaccinations in this phase 

will begin Jan. 27, 2021 at 
Health Department clinics 

and other locations around the 
state. Registrants will choose a 
location when making their ap-
pointment. There are no walk-
ins. Appointments are required 
to receive a vaccine.
  People who receive their 

first dose of Covid-19 vaccine 
will get either the Moderna or 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. Like 
when receiving other immu-
nizations, most people will be 
asked to wait for 15 minutes 
after receiving the vaccine to 
watch for reactions. They will 
also be given information about 
side effects and how to report 
any adverse reactions.
  After getting their first dose, 

clinic staff will help people 
make an appointment to re-
ceive their second dose. Get-
ting fully vaccinated with both 
doses provides the best protec-
tion against the virus.
  The Covid-19 vaccine supply 

from the federal government is 
still limited, which is why vac-
cinations are being rolled out 
in phases, beginning with those 
who are most likely to experi-

ence severe illness and death 
from Covid-19. The Health 
Department will provide more 
information about registra-
tion for the next eligible groups 
when it is available.
  States are receiving roughly 

the same number of doses from 
the federal government on a 
percentage of population basis. 
Vermont is a national leader in 
the rate of vaccinations distrib-
uted and administered. And 
Vermont is the first state in the 
country to have a higher per-
centage of its population vac-
cinated than the percentage of 
residents who have been infect-
ed with the virus.
  It is important for Vermont-

ers to know that other states 
that have broader eligibility 
strategies do not have a larger 
supply of vaccine. This has 
caused frustration, confusion, 
shortages, and delays in these 
states. Vermont’s age-banding 
approach is intended to avoid 
these complications, while pro-
tecting those most at risk of se-
vere illness or death.

Vermonters 75 and older can 
now make appointments to 
get Covid-19 vaccine

REGION – AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide provides in-per-
son and virtual tax preparation 
help to anyone, free of charge, 
with a special focus on taxpay-
ers who are over 50 and have 
low-to-moderate income. All 
Tax-Aide volunteers are trained 
and IRS-certified every year to 
make sure they know about and 
understand the latest changes 
and additions to the tax code.

  Why it matters
  The U.S. tax code is compli-

cated. As a result, many taxpay-
ers overpay, turn to services 
they can’t afford, or don’t file – 
missing out on credits and de-
ductions they’ve earned or may 
be eligible for.

  What we do
  Due to the coronavirus 

pandemic, Tax-Aide has in-
troduced some changes to the 
process in which we assist tax-
payers with the preparation of 
the required tax forms. You will 
be instructed on the process for 
the site when making your ap-
pointment.
• In-Person: In Tax-Aide’s 

traditional in-person service, 
taxes are prepared and filed by 
IRS-certified tax counselors, 
but now with strict physical 
distancing measures in place.
• Low-Contact: Taxpayers in-

teract with IRS-certified Tax-
Aide volunteers in one or two 
short, in-person meetings to 
exchange documents.

Where and when
  In southern Windsor County 

and northern Windham Coun-
ty, we have three sites available 
this year. In past years, we have 
had five sites. The sites at the 
Chester American Legion and 
the Bellows Falls Senior Cen-
ter will not be in operation this 
year due to the pandemic. 

  Here are the sites and contact 
information to make appoint-
ments. Please note the change 
in some telephone numbers.
• Ascutney: 802-875-2418, 

Tuesdays
• Londonderry: 802-824-

4343, Tuesdays
• Springfield: 802-952-3954, 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
  We look forward to assisting 

you in the preparation of your 
tax forms.

AARP Foundation Tax-Aide 
returns for 2021
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  Here in the country, dances 
were our entertainment from 
the mid-1800s well into the 
1900s. In those days most 
every fraternal organization 
held dances. Fire depart-
ments, Masons, Odd Fellows, 
and others held dances.
  Many rural families played 

music together. Mom on the 
piano and Dad on guitar was 
common. Kids sang with 
some playing an instrument. 
Sometimes neighbors would 
get together on a Saturday 
evening for a neighborly 
shindig. In years gone by I 
have talked with many old-
timers about these days.
  When I was young, my 

father would play the guitar 
and sing for us. I remember 
him playing and singing, 
“Old Dan Tucker.” I always 
figured he learned it in the 
CCC camp. Arnold was 
very entertaining. My sister 
Cheryl took up the guitar. 
Her singing left much to be 
desired.

  Dance cards

  Dance cards are an inter-
esting bit of ephemera to col-
lect. The photo with this arti-
cle is a Yo-Semite dance card 
in the collection of Chester 
Historical Society.
  Young ladies of the day 

were given a dance card 
when they entered the hall. 
They are single fold cards of 
a heavier paper. Printed on 
the cover is the organization 
that sponsored the dance. 
The dance card with this ar-
ticle is for a New Year’s Ball at 
Town Hall.
  The cover reads at the top: 

“FIREMENS’ NEW YEAR’S 
BALL, Given by Yo-Semite 
Engine Co. No. 1 Chester 
Vermont.”
  The bottom reads: “Thurs-

day Eve, December 31, 1891, 
AT THE TOWN HALL.”
  When you open this dance 

card on the left inside cover 
are numbered lines from one 
to 18. A young lady kept the 
dance card as a record of who 
she danced with on this par-
ticular evening.
  Some ladies were more 

popular than others. Every 
line in the popular lady’s 
dance card was a different 
suitor. On the inside right 
cover was the orchestra play-
ing that evening. These were 
often guitars, banjos, fiddles, 
and piano. Music was very 
important in the days before 

radio and television.
  In the upper left corner of 

a dance card was a small hole, 
maybe an eighth of an inch in 
diameter. There was a string 
that passed through the hole. 
Attached to the string was a 
very short pencil. Ladies used 
this pencil to record with whom 
they danced. At the historical 
society, we have a couple dance 
cards that still have the string 
and pencil.
  Last summer when we were 

working assembling histories 
for our book, “History of Ches-
ter’s Fire Departments,” I asked 
those working to keep an eye 
out for this dance card. I had 
seen it before and wanted it for 
the cover of the book.
  Day after day went by but the 

dance card wasn’t found. Other 
dance cards were located but 
they were black and white, not 
color. Well one day this dance 
card appeared at my station un-
der a pile of paper I was work-
ing on. I think Peter had a good 
chuckle.
  “Anyhoo,” as my mother 

used to say, Tom Hildreth took 
the card to scan. For the cover 
I didn’t want the printed in-
formation you see here. Tom 
cropped it to just the image. 
The hole at top left Tom filled 
in. Fear not. A couple pages in 
the book I have this dance card 
reproduced as you see it here.
  Dance cards vary in size 

but would be approximately 

four inches by three inches. 
I thought this card would 
make an eye-catching cover. 
Sitting on a shelf in a store, 
this book will stand out.
  It’s a great portrayal of a 

late 19th-century fireman. 
The fireman holds a long 
brass nozzle. We have one of 
these nozzles in our collec-
tion. It will be in our book 
along with dozens of other 
fire-fighting artifacts we 
have.
  Right now, I’m planning to 

take eight or ten pages in the 
middle of the book and insert 
photos of these artifacts. Tom 
Hildreth, who photographed 
the artifacts, commented that 
he knew color photos would 
increase our cost but he 
thought some were worthy of 
the expense. So it will be.
  I can picture an orchestra 

on the stage at Town Hall 
playing to a large crowd. I re-
member when Alumni danc-
es were held at Town Hall. 
Remember John Stearns?
  Check YouTube for “Old 

Dan Tucker” by Bruce 
Springsteen. I enjoyed hear-
ing it again.

  This week’s old saying is 
from Lee Decatur: “My dad 
always said that a man who 
knew where to find what he 
needed was smarter than the 
man whose head was full of 
facts.”

Going to town

1891 New year’s Eve Yo-Semite dance card.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY



4A | January 27, 2021 The Vermont Journal/The Shopper

opinion COMMUNITY NEWS

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper are Journal, LLC weekly newspapers, and 
are available free of charge. Advertising The deadline for display and classified 
advertising is Fridays at 12 p.m., and can be emailed to ads@vermontjournal.
com We reserve the right to reject any advertising. Our liability for any advertis-
ing will not be greater than the cost of the advertisement. Press Releases To 
contribute press releases, events, and other local information, email to editor@
vermontjournal.com or call 802-228-3600. Contact information must be in-
cluded. Deadline is Fridays at 12 p.m. for Wednesday publication. Contribu-

tors Writers and photographers wanting to contribute local interest content and 
ideas are encouraged to contact Journal, LLC. Publication is not guaranteed 
unless specified. Subscriptions to The Vermont Journal or The Shopper may 
be purchased for $85 per year, which includes all 52 issues. Issues arrive via 
direct mail to your home or business. Back Issues of a specific edition can 
be requested by calling 802-228-3600. Please have the date of the publication 
ready when calling. Available issues can be ordered at $10 per copy.

Publisher, Robert Miller
publisher@vermontjournal.com

Assistant Publisher / Ad Designer, Shawntae Webb 
ads@vermontjournal.com

Editor, Amanda Wedegis
editor@vermontjournal.com

Calendar Events / Staff Writer, Sharon Huntley
calendar@vermontjournal.com

Billing Department, Sharon Huntley
billing@vermontjournal.com

Corporate & Production Office:
8 High Street • Ludlow, VT 05149

Office: 802-228-3600 • Fax: 802-228-3464

Journal, LLC is a member of the 
Vermont Press Association

TAKE A BREAK!
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: Subject to space. May be ed-

ited for clarity, grammatical errors, and libelous statements. 
Must be kept under 400 words. Must include name and town 
for publication. Viewpoints do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Vermont Journal & The Shopper.

Black River

Tax Services

Individual and Small Business Tax Return Preparation

Call 226-7034
for an appointment

463 Main St., Proctorsville, VT • 226-7034

Dear Editor,

  The Shopper readers every-
where will join me in my grief: 
on the last day of 2020, that very 
troubled year, North Walpole’s 
Discount Food Warehouse 
closed its doors for good. The 
store has fed the hungry and 
delighted area bargain-hunters 
for some 20 years – or at least 
that’s how long I’ve been shop-
ping there.
  For many apple seasons, I was 

a proud member of the picking 
crew at Russell Allen’s Connecti-
cut Valley Orchard in Westmin-
ister. The crew had a tradition of 
leaving the orchard a little early 
every Tuesday in order to get to 
the “Excitement Store” before 
closing time. We called it that 
because we’d never know what 
exciting thing we were going to 
find there: jars of spicy Indian 
mango pickle? a 20-pound bag 
of goji berries? purple Peruvian 
parching corn on the cob? Hav-
ing exchanged commentaries 
and compared notes with fellow 
shoppers and checkout people 
alike about what was particu-
larly exciting this week, what 
was stale and what wasn’t, what 
was worth stocking up on, we’d 

gather our purchases and wan-
der back across the river for a 
picnic potluck on the lawn of 
the Rockingham Free Public 
Library. Canned soup direct 
from the can, old crackers, out-
of-date sardines, weird chips – 
paired with fine Italian mineral 
water or blood-orange soda and 
high-end organic butter cook-
ies. Those were the days. After-
wards we’d peruse the library’s 
stacks till they closed at 7 p.m. 
and the long-suffering staff gen-
tly shooed us out, at which point 
we’d saunter happily down into 
the Square as the Opera House 
bell tolled, buy our tickets – two 
dollars, was it really? – and settle 
in for the discount-night movie, 
no matter what was playing. 
This last was one of the crew’s 
more firmly held unofficial 
commitments.
  I know we weren’t the only 

people whose lives revolved in 
one way or another around the 
Discount Food Warehouse. The 
big red heart on the sign said it 
all.
  The store had been owned 

and operated for some years by 
Mr. G’s, which continues to do 

business directly across Route 
5. I hope and trust that the 
modest backroom that com-
prises the food section at Mr. 
G’s North Walpole location 
will now be expanded and 
improved in an attempt to at 
least partially fill the hole left 
in the social fabric of the vil-
lage by the closure across the 
street. I find it promising that 
they’ve announced intentions 
to start accepting EBT at the 
Mr. G’s store; this had long 
been the practice at the Ex-
citement Store.
  With many thanks to all the 

shelf-stockers and checkout-
people over the years, who 
seemed to be as entertained 
by the continually shifting 
contents of their store as I 
was, I close, and look forward 
to reading other people’s Dis-
count Food Warehouse remi-
niscences in these pages in 
coming weeks. Such an insti-
tution need not pass from us 
unmourned.

Sincerely,
Ian Ludders
Quaker City, N.H.

Dear Editor,

  Upon reading The Ver-
mont Journal dated Jan. 13, 
2021, I was amazed to read 
our Selectboard had over ex-
penditures of $106,000 and 
then was shocked to read 
they are considering taking 
$25,000 of cemetery monies 
to help them offset their so-
called $106,000 error.
  Our Cemetery Commis-

sioners are separately elected 
officials. They also have a 
separate budget voted by 
town voters and not part of 
any Selectboard’s concerns. 

Our town voted four to five 
years ago that all cemetery 
monies stay under the control 
of the Cemetery Commission-
ers.
  Several years ago, a similar 

occurrence was noted by the 
village Light Commissioners 
when the village was taking 
monies from the light depart-
ment for village use. The Light 
Commissioners fought the is-
sue and won. Our village light 
department is a separate de-
partment governed totally by 
the Light Commissioners and 

not the village Trustees or town 
Selectboard.
  We now are looking at simi-

lar issues with the Selectboard 
trying to take funds from the 
Cemetery Commissioners, 
which I feel in no way they can 
do that. I will be checking with 
the state officials. As a Cem-
etery Commissioner, I will not 
approve such action.

Sincerely,
Herbert B. VanGuilder
Cemetery Commissioner
Ludlow, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  The new session has begun. 
We are still exclusively meet-
ing virtually, with meetings 
livestreamed on YouTube, so 
legislators are not physically go-
ing to Montpelier. It presents its 
challenges, but personally I like 
the virtual meetings right now. I 
do have very big personal news: 
my wife and I just had a baby 
girl, Ginny Ophelia Nicoll, born 
Dec. 14, 2020, six pounds, our 
first. So, the virtual session is ac-
tually more convenient for me in 
some ways because I don’t want 
to leave the house that much 
anyway.
  If you saved the YouTube links 

from last year, they should all 
still be the same. But this is the 
link to the legislative page with 
all the YouTube links: www.leg-
islature.vermont.gov/commit-
tee/streaming.
  We are mostly focusing our 

efforts this year on surviving 
this crisis and making sure Ver-
monters and Vermont business-
es have the support they need. 
That being said, there are some 

big issues that will likely come 
up that are not directly related. 
Modernizing our transportation 
infrastructure has been a prior-
ity for many years, and I think is 
one that may come up this year 
even though it is not directly 
Covid-related. It may end up 
somewhat partisan because it is 
tied so closely to climate change. 
Paid family leave is another that 
is a priority and has been for 
many years, and may come up 
this session even though it is not 
necessarily a Covid response bill. 
But I would argue that it is more 
important because of Covid, and 
I can’t help but think how much 
better of a position we would 
have been in if we had a system 
to support Vermonters staying 
home when they were sick right 
now.
  For this session I am on the 

House Committee on Com-
merce and Economic Develop-
ment. It is a pretty big change in 
subject matter for me, but I am 
excited, and obviously we will 
be at the forefront on a lot of the 

Covid-response bills this year. 
Last session I was on Human 
Services, which handles a lot 
of issues I am interested in – 
Substance Misuse Prevention 
and Child Care, but Com-
merce & Econ Development 
is a lot more related to what 
I studied in college. And with 
this new committee, I will 
make more connections with 
those parts of our state gov-
ernment that support small 
businesses and workers and 
workers’ rights, which I think 
will be extremely valuable for 
our district in this current 
moment.
  As always, call me if there’s 

anything I can do to help or 
you want to talk about any-
thing.

Stay safe and stay strong,
State Rep. Logan Nicoll
Ludlow, Mount Holly, 

Shrewsbury

Dear Editor,

  Civics education.
  It requires real effort to fo-

cus on anything but Covid-19 
and the transfer of power, but 
life and its lesser concerns go 
on. A tri-partisan group of 
senators, including local col-
leagues Sen. Clarkson, Sen. 
McDonald, and all three 
Rutland County senators, are 
co-sponsoring S.17, a bill I’ve 
introduced to require Civics 
Education for a high school 
diploma. The ideological di-
versity of the bill’s sponsors 
is important because the ba-
sic foundational philosophy 
and institutions of our nation 
are bigger than our differ-
ences. Fans may disagree on 
whether a pitch was a ball or 
a strike, but we can’t play base-
ball unless we agree that three 
strikes make an out. So too, 
we Americans may disagree 
on a variety of issues, but we 
must agree on the democratic 
republican ground rules for 
disagreeing.
  At the center of this area of 

agreement is the U.S. Con-
stitution, the document that 
constitutes our government, 
declares it into existence, 
structures it, empowers it, 
limits its powers, and is the 

binding authority on how we 
are constituted. The philosophi-
cal, moral foundations of our 
republic are institutionalized in 
the Constitution, and all Ameri-
can government is directed and 
limited by it. Every office holder 
makes an oath to uphold the 
Constitution. Each American’s 
rights and liberties are natural 
rights with which they are “en-
dowed by their creator.” The 
Constitution identifies these 
rights and protects them from 
government violation. Our citi-
zenry needs to know their own 
Constitution.
  The nation is a democratic re-

public – lower case d and r, not 
referring to parties. As the name 
“United” States indicates, the 
national republic is a union of 
democratic republics, each with 
its own democratic republican 
constitution. These states govern 
themselves in part by delegat-
ing authority to various levels 
of municipalities, also subject to 
the constitutions. A democratic 
republic, at whatever level, can-
not function democratically as a 
republic without the Demos, the 
people. Democratic, republican 
structures may persist, but they 
are hollow. No Demos, no de-

mocracy.
  Education has many pur-

poses. Certainly preparing stu-
dents to support themselves and 
their families is a central job of 
our schools. That continues. 
But there’s nothing new about 
schools preparing students for 
citizenship. In fact, it has always 
been part of American educa-
tion.
  Bills rarely pass exactly as in-

troduced. Legislative committees 
take testimony, consider studies, 
discuss, debate, and negotiate. 
I expect this to be the case with 
this bill. As introduced, S.17 
suggests a Civics curriculum 
should include the philosophical 
concepts of unalienable rights, 
the contract theory of govern-
ment, majority rule and minor-
ity rights, and republican and 
democratic principles. The bill 
also says the curriculum should 
include the separation of powers, 
checks and balances, federalism, 
and judicial review. That should 
get the discussion started. What 
do we agree on? The discussion 
should be lively and interesting.

Sincerely,
Sen. Dick McCormack
Windsor County

Dear Editor,

  Wow! Springfield does it 
again.
  The Springfield Demo-

cratic Committee is so 

proud of the generosity dis-
played by the Springfield com-
munity. As a tribute to the 
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, the Springfield Demo-
crats held a food drive Jan. 18 
at Shaw’s in the plaza to benefit 
the Springfield Family Center. 
Our generous community do-
nated 35 boxes of food and 
$500 to the Springfield Family 
Center. Good job, Springfield-
ers.
  Our heartfelt thanks go out 

to you all. We thank the man-

agement and the staff at Shaw’s 
for not only allowing us to 
do the food drive, but for the 
kindness of all the employees 
with whom we interacted. We 
thank every single person who 
donated money or items of 
food. It felt good to be part of 
something so positive on this 
community action day.

With gratitude,
Char Osterlund
Chair, Springfield Town 

Democrats
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BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Am-
ber Jean (Lyon) Dwinell, born 
June 9, 1987, passed away un-
expectedly Jan. 11, 2021. Am-
ber was a very talented young 
woman with a heart of gold. 
She could brighten up the dark-
est of days with her brilliant 
personality and humor.
  Amber leaves behind her 

father Roland Lyon and his 
companion Ellen of Bellows 
Falls, Vt.; her mother Charlene 
Hobbs and her husband Bobby 
of Walpole, N.H.; and her sib-
lings Velma Lyon and her fami-
ly of North Walpole, N.H., Ber-
trand Lyon of Bellows Falls, Vt., 
Sheena Lyon and her family of 
Bellows Falls, Vt., and Shaena 
Lyon and her family of Spring-
field, Vt. Amber also leaves be-
hind her six children Jayden, 
Kayliegh, Matthew, Josiah, 
Kaegyn, and Lila, and numer-

ous aunts, uncles, nieces, and 
nephews, and a great number 
of extended family and friends.
  There will be no calling 

hours. A celebration of life will 
be held at a later date at the 
convenience of the family.

Amber J. Dwinell, 1987-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WINDSOR, Vt. – Ernestine 
Kimball Lake, 95, passed away 
at Cedar Hill Continuing Care 
in Windsor Jan. 23, 2021. She 
was born in 1925, the daughter 
of Ernest Kimball and Emma 
Rollins Kimball. She was prede-
ceased by siblings Alice Fortez, 
Oliver Kimball, Forrest Kim-
ball, Frank Kimball, and Bev-
erly Eager.
  She was married 60 years to 

her beloved husband Henry 
Lake, who passed away in 2006. 
They spent most of their mar-
ried life alternating between 
homes in Grafton, Vt. and Bra-
denton, Fla. She leaves behind 
four children Peter Lake and 
wife Polly of Wilmington, N.C., 
Susan Mellish and husband 
Lynn of Bellows Falls, Vt., Deb-
ra Dearborn and husband Peter 
of Bellows Falls, and Gary Lake 
and wife Elaine of Keene, N.H. 
She also leaves 10 grandchil-

dren, 23 great-grandchildren, 
and two great-great-grandchil-
dren.
  Ernestine graduated as a 

registered nurse in 1946 from 
Mary Hitchcock Hospital in 
Hanover, N.H. and often spoke 
of how she loved her many 
years working in the operat-
ing room and delivery room at 
Rockingham Memorial Hospi-
tal in Bellows Falls. Besides her 
family, nursing and caring for 
others were her passions.
  Her hobbies included flower 

arranging, gardening, any kind 
of game (she was very com-
petitive, especially at Scrabble, 
Bridge, Rummy, and Bingo), 
traveling, and antiquing. She 
was a wonderful hostess and 
loved entertaining in her home, 
had lots of friends wherever she 
went, and was a great dancer.
  A memorial service will be 

held in Grafton, Vt. in July.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The-
odore Slaght Sr. passed away 
at his home Jan. 13, 2021 sur-
rounded by his wife Joan. He 
leaves behind two sisters Sylvia 
and Arlene, son Ted Jr., daugh-
ter Lauri, two grandchildren, 
and one great-grandchild. Ted 
was well known for his love of 
metal work.

Theodore Slaght Sr., 1935-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Dear Editor,

  Many of us are lucky enough 
to have been mentored at some 
point in our lives, whether in a 
formal arrangement or merely 
by having someone take the 
time to guide us when we 
needed it, stand by our side as 
we navigated a difficult bump 
in the road. Locally, Wind-
sor County has had the help 
of Windsor County Mentors, 
around for nearly 50 years 
and orchestrating mentoring 
relationships for over 1,500 
mentor-mentee pairs during 
that time. Some of us have wit-
nessed the positive impact of 
mentoring first hand, so join 
others in Vermont to mark 
January as National Mentoring 
Month.
  The research tells us that 

children who have a mentor: 
are 46% less likely than peers 

to start using illegal drugs; are 
52% less likely than peers to 
skip a day of school; are 81% 
more likely to participate in 
sports; are 55% more likely to 
enroll in college; and are 78% 
more likely to volunteer.
  The impact of 2020’s disrup-

tions to educational and family 
life for children will mean that 
mentoring is needed now more 
than ever. Many children who 
are mentored through WCM 
are at risk for stress-related is-
sues that have been compound-
ed by Covid-19. Please contact 
WCM’s website for more infor-
mation about supporting men-
toring or to see if mentoring is 
for you. Thanks you!

Sincerely,
Peggy Kehew, volunteer
Perkinsville, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  Last week’s successful Presi-
dential Inaugural celebration 
Jan. 20 was a powerful reminder 
of how precious our democracy 
is. Central to its viability is the 
peaceful transfer of power. Un-
til now, I am not sure I’ve fully 
appreciated this. After the at-
tempted violent insurrection 
in Washington, D.C. Jan. 6 – I 
think we are all clearer on both 
the fragility and resiliency of our 
democracy. It was such a mov-
ing Inaugural. Every participant 
did a splendid job – even the 
person disinfecting the podium!
  From Lady Gaga’s command-

ing performance of our national 
anthem to Amanda Gorman’s 
poetry, it was extraordinary. 
And, our new president struck 
the right chord by focusing his 
inaugural address on the values 
we share, rather than on policies 
which may divide us. Despite 
the enormous challenges we 
face, it is wonderful to know we 
have an experienced leadership 
team in charge. I feel optimism 
as we begin the work of healing 
our divisions and inequities and 
rebuilding America.
  Here in Vermont, the 2021 

Legislative Session is off to a 
productive start. Within the first 
two weeks, we have passed a bill 
through both the House and the 
Senate, and it has been signed 
by the governor. This bill, H.48, 
gives towns and municipal bod-
ies the additional flexibility they 
need to navigate the challenges 
the Covid-19 pandemic pres-
ents for Town Meeting. Last 
year, the Legislature gave all mu-
nicipal bodies the ability to use 
the Australian ballot for their 
annual meetings. Municipal 
bodies include towns and school 
and fire districts. This year, we 
added further choices, allowing 
them to change the date of their 
annual meeting and to mail bal-
lots out to their residents. In 
addition, it gives the Secretary 
of State some flexibility to work 
with municipalities on organiza-
tional and administrative issues. 
Two million dollars have been 
set aside by the state from the 
CARES Act money to reimburse 
municipalities if they choose to 
mail out ballots to their voters.
  There are other issues around 

elections which our House and 
Senate Government Operations 
Committees will be exploring 

this year. The Legislature is only 
able to make changes to our 
election laws in non-election 
years. So, this is the year to have 
those discussions and debates, 
and propose changes. At the 
moment, we are looking at a 
wide range of proposals – from 
Rank Choice voting to prohibit-
ing corporate contributions to 
methods of keeping the Check-
list more up to date to making 
“mail out” ballots permanent. 
We will be taking these ideas up 
for consideration very soon.
  I continue to serve as Vice-

Chair of the Senate Economic 
Development, Housing and 
General Affairs Committee, 
and on the Senate Government 
Operations Committee. In re-
sponse to the ongoing pandem-
ic, our Senate Economic Devel-
opment Committee passed out 
an extension on our Worker’s 
Compensation Covid-19 provi-
sions from last year. Clearly not 
thinking this pandemic was to 
be so long lived, we had set a 
sunset of Jan. 15. It is now our 
intent to have these provisions 
continue until 30 days after the 
termination of the Governor’s 
Emergency Executive Order. 
This allows for the presumption 
of compensability of Covid-19 
related claims for Workers Com-
pensation during the Emer-
gency Period for certain front-
line workers. It will also make 
worker’s comp more available 
to workers who get Covid-19. 
To be covered, workers will have 
to have had a heightened risk of 
infection. And while the claims 
will be rebuttable, the presump-
tion will be that the disease was 
contracted on the job. We are 
also working on a bill, which 
extends the Covid-19 provisions 
affecting Unemployment Insur-
ance benefits.
  I appreciate hearing from 

you. I can be reached by email 
aclarkson@leg.state.vt.us or by 
phone at 802-457-4627. To get 
more information on the Ver-
mont Legislature, and the bills 
which are being debated now, 
those which have been pro-
posed and passed, visit the leg-
islative website: www.legislature.
vermont.gov.

Sincerely,
Sen. Alison Clarkson
Windsor County

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Vision of Light Church of Spiritualism and Healing, P.O. 
Box 133, Windsor 
The Sunday service is at 10 a.m. with Lay Pastor Dawn Hancy 
via Zoom. Sign up for the Vision of Light newsletter and Zoom 
links on Facebook @VOLChurch.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Please join us Sundays at 10 a.m. via Zoom. Go to Facebook @
ImmanuelEpiscopalChurch. For more information, go to www.
immanuelepiscopal.org.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, 471 River Rd.
Go to www.facebook.com/UMCOfNorthCharlestown for daily 
prayers and more information.

Holy Resurrection Orthodox Church, 99 Sullivan St., 
Claremont, N.H.
Weekday services are available online Wednesday at 6 p.m. 
and Saturday at 5 p.m. If you plan on attending Sunday’s 9:30 
a.m. service, please email the church ahead of time as there is 
limited attendance. For more information, go to www.hroc.org.

CHESTER, VT.
First Universalist Parish of Chester, Route 103 North
Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. on Zoom. To request a Zoom 
link, email firstuniversalistparishchester@gmail.com.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Worship begins Sunday at 10 a.m. Masks must be worn 
in the sanctuary and maintain a safe distance from others. 
View sermons on Zoom. For more information, go to www.
graftoncommunitychurch.org or call 802-843-2346.

LONDONDERRY, VT. 
Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 2051 N. 
Main St.
Worship service is at 9:30 a.m. online only. Fill out a form at 
www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org to be sent a link to the live 
stream.

LUDLOW, VT.
Tyson Community Church, Corner of Rt. 100 and Dublin Rd.
Service is at 10:30 a.m. on Zoom. For more information, go 
to Facebook @TysonCommunityChurch, call 802-522-8249, or 
email cindysummer55@gmail.com.

MOUNT HOLLY, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
We’ve returning to our renovated sanctuary. Masks 
recommended, but we welcome all to come and worship with us 
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. Pastor Glenn Davis is available to counsel 

or pray with anyone who is struggling with anxiety or other 
issues at 802-259-2440.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
Live streaming of Sunday services at 9:30 a.m. will continue at 
www.facebook.com/calvarybaptistchurchspringfieldvt. For more 
information, go to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

First Congregational Church UCC, 77 Main St.
Sunday services are at 9:30 a.m. Live streaming is available 
on Facebook @FCCUCCSpringfield. For more information, call 
802-885-5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.
fccuccspfdvt.org.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106
In-person Sunday services start at 10 a.m. Please wear a 
mask and observe social distancing. Live streaming is also 
available. For more information, check out Facebook @
PrecisionValleyBaptistChurch.

Springfield Assembly of God, 269 River St.
Sunday morning services are in-person and live streamed 
starting at 10 a.m. Masks are available and social distancing 
is encouraged. The sanctuary seating is arranged to promote 
distancing. Go to www.facebook.com/Springfield-Assembly-of-
God-156583214402910 for links and more information.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St.
Sunday mass is at 9 a.m. and Tuesday at 7 p.m. to watch the 
live streams, go to www.youtube.com and search Holy Family 
Parish Springfield Vermont. Streaming is available five minutes 
before the service starts. For more information, go to www.
stmaryjoseph.com.

United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Sunday worship is 9:30 a.m. Everyone should wear masks and 
physically distance themselves from others. For more information, 
call 802-885-1916. Everyone is welcome.

WALPOLE, N.H.
St. John’s Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster and Elm St. 
As the weather turns colder, worship services have returned to 
Zoom Sundays at 10 a.m. For more information, go to www.
stjohnswalpole.org.

First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
Sunday service are at 10 a.m. via Zoom. For links 
and more information, go to www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. via Zoom. For links and 
updates, go to www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org.
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David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

Early Bird Specials

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MIGNON

8 OZ

$1600

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1200

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open 7 Days a Week, from 12 Noon to Closing

Gift Certificates Available

Dine In or Take Out
Open 7 Days, from 12 - Closing

Reservations Only

We’re Sorry - No Salad Bar

All Meals are Served with House Salad, 

Caesar Salad, or Veggie of the Day

Ryan M. Gurdak, CPA PLC

Tax and Accounting Services

Ryan M. Gurdak

PO Box 27

Proctorsville, VT 05153

802-236-6852

ryan@rmgurdakcpa.com

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

www.barrsbuilders.com

Virtual Knit Knite 

Every Thursday from 7-8pm 

Via Zoom

Open:

Wednesday – Friday, 12-4

Saturday 10-4

www.SixLooseLadies.com

802-875-7373

287 Main St. 

On The Green, Chester, VT

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ver-
mont’s fourth angler opinion 
survey about fishing in Ver-
mont is completed, and the 
results are now available on the 
Vermont Fish & Wildlife De-
partment’s website, www.vtfis-
handwildlife.com.
  Fish & Wildlife conducted its 

fourth statewide angler survey 
as part of a long-term effort 
to gauge angler opinions, with 
previous surveys in 1991, 2000, 
and 2010. The survey was sent 
to 5,900 randomly selected res-
ident and nonresident anglers 
and asked questions about an-
gler experiences and opinions 
related to fishing in Vermont 
during 2017, 2018, and 2019.
  “These surveys provide valu-

able insight that we use to in-
form our decisions and track 
trends through time,” said Fish-
eries Program Manager Mau-
reen Lynch. “This information 
also helps us more accurately 
weigh public opinion alongside 
biological considerations.”
  Anglers spent an estimated 

2.1 million days fishing in 2019, 

and fishing quality throughout 
the state was rated higher in 
2019 than in 2009.
  “We did see a decrease in the 

total number of days anglers 
spent fishing, which is a trend 
recognized throughout the last 
30 years in Vermont as well as 
in other states across the coun-
try,” said State Fisheries Bi-

ologist Bret Ladago. “However, 
2020 marked the highest num-
ber of resident Vermont fishing 
licenses sold since 1992.”
  “We’re hopeful that all of the 

folks that took advantage of this 
fun and exciting opportunity in 
2020 will stick with it moving 
forward and encourage others 
to join them. It’s an inexpen-
sive way to get outside, spend 
time with friends and family, 
and maybe bring home a tasty, 
locally-sourced meal.”
  Brook trout remained the 

most preferred species for open 
water anglers, and yellow perch 
were the most preferred species 
for ice anglers. The popular-
ity of bass, northern pike, and 
panfish species continues to 
increase, with over 60% of an-
glers fishing for smallmouth 
bass during the last three years. 
The survey also showed that 
anglers continue to value both 
the state’s trout stocking and 
wild trout management pro-
grams.
  For additional highlights 

from Vermont’s 2020 Statewide 
Angler Survey or to read the 
full report, go to www.vtfis-
handwildlife.com/statewide-
angler-survey.

RUTLAND, Vt. – With the 
2021 winter ice fishing sea-
son firmly underway, and Free 
Fishing Day coming up Satur-
day, Jan. 30, the Vermont Fish 
& Wildlife Department an-
nounced they have created an 
online Virtual Ice Fishing Fes-
tival to help new anglers learn 
about ice fishing equipment, 
gear, and techniques.
  For the past seven years, 

VTFW has hosted an in-person 
ice fishing festival on Free Fish-
ing Day to introduce new an-
glers to the activity. Held on a 
different frozen lake each year, 
participants would gather to 
learn skills such as ice safety, 
knot tying, using ice fishing 
rods and tip-ups, fish identifi-
cation, and even fish cleaning 
and cooking.
  However, according to de-

partment fisheries biologist 
Shawn Good, what would have 
been the eighth annual festival 
this year had to be canceled due 
to Covid-19 restrictions and 
state guidelines.
  “Our past festivals have at-

tracted 500-700 people each 
year who would come to learn 
about ice fishing and experi-
ence how much fun a day on 
the ice can be. But clearly, we 
can’t organize such an event 
with the continuing pandemic, 
so instead, we put together a 
virtual version.”
  Good says the virtual festi-

val offers nearly all the learn-
ing stations new anglers could 
experience in person, but in a 
fun and unique online 3-D en-
vironment.

  “It really came to-
gether quite well. De-
partment fisheries bi-
ologists and outreach 
staff got together a 
couple weeks ago, 
brought all the gear 
we’d have at the regu-
lar festival, and filmed 
staff members teach-
ing each station. We 
partnered with a local 
videographer Zach 
McNaughton of Ver-
mont Master Anglers 
who did an incredible 
job filming and edit-
ing each segment.”
  Once viewers enter the Vir-

tual Ice Fishing Festival, they 
will have a 360-degree view of 
Lake Rescue in Plymouth, and 
nine learning stations to choose 
from. They will be able to move 
from station to station, watch-
ing each video at their own 
pace, and learn the various fac-
ets of ice fishing. And yes, there 
are fish filleting and cooking 
stations.
  Good says the virtual festival 

has one distinct advantage over 
the in-person one. “Our past 
festivals have always been held 
on Free Fishing Day itself, so 
after spending the day learning 
about ice fishing, anglers would 
have to buy a license when they 
would strike out on their first 
real ice fishing trip after that. 
But with the virtual festival, an-
glers can spend time online be-
fore Free Fishing Day learning 
the ins and outs of ice fishing, 
and then take advantage of the 
opportunity to try it for real on 

Jan. 30 without the need of a 
fishing license.”
  Good says the department 

hopes the online educational 
and instructional videos get 
people excited and interested 
in trying ice fishing this year.
  “Ice fishing is a fun, social, 

family-oriented activity, and 
there are many great reasons 
for Vermonters new to the 
sport to try it this year. It’s 
generally more accessible 
than open water fishing as 
almost anyone can walk out 
on a frozen lake or pond and 
fish through the ice. And 
once you’re out there, there’s 
lots of room to spread out.”
  To access the department’s 

new Virtual Ice Fishing Fes-
tival online, visit www.vtfis-
handwildlife.com/free-ice-
fishing-day.
  Free Ice Fishing Day is 

held annually on the last Sat-
urday in January. The day is 
geared toward giving new ice 
anglers an opportunity to try 
ice fishing before purchasing 
equipment, but any angler 
may ice fish on any water-
body open to ice fishing 
statewide without a fishing 
license on Free Ice Fishing 
Day.

Virtual Ice Fishing 
Festival, Free Fishing Day

Virtual hole digging presentation.
PHOTO PROVIDED

PERU, Vt. – Ski for Heat, 
the local nonprofit organiza-
tion that raises funds to help 
neighbors in need with heat-
ing fuel assistance, this year 
is dedicated in loving memo-
ry to Lynn Achee, one of the 
event’s longtime supporters, 
cheerleaders, and fundrais-
ers.
  The area fundraiser will be 

accepting donations online 
or through the mail. Winters 
are difficult for many in our 
community, and the hard-
ships associated with Cov-
id-19 can make it even more 
challenging for those in the 
area who are struggling to 
stay warm.
  Mason Dental in Manches-

ter Center, Vt., has thoughtfully 
made a $1,000 donation and 
has generously agreed to match 
donations up to $2,500 to Ski 
for Heat in memory of Lynn, 
who was a dental assistant and 
valued member of the practice 
of Dr. Richard Heilemann – 
now Mason Dental – in Man-
chester Center for 35 years.
  “Lynn is one of the original 

‘Women of Wild Wings,’” said 
Ski for Heat founder Martha 
Robertson. “Her big heart and 
broad smile not only bright-
ened the day, but also reflected 
the spirit of Ski for Heat. Lynn 
loved the outdoors and be-
lieved strongly in helping her 
neighbors, and her commit-
ment to Ski for Heat expressed 

this. We loved having Lynn and 
her husband, Tony, participate 
each winter.”
  Due to Covid-19 restrictions 

and concerns, Ski for Heat said 
it will not be holding its an-
nual cross-country skiing day 
at Wild Wings. Sincere thanks 
are extended to touring center 
owners Chuck and Tracy Black 
for all of their support over the 
past 20 years. Wild Wings is 
open for cross-country skiing 
and snowshoeing this season. 
Details and condition updates 
are available at www.wildwing-
ski.com.
  Ski for Heat is run and man-

aged solely by volunteers and 
has been warming hearts and 
homes since 2001.

Ski for Heat 2021 in memory 
of Lynn Achee

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Wa-
terfowl hunters who did not 
remove their hunting blinds 
from the waters of the state 
earlier must do so before Feb. 
15 on Lake Champlain or 
May 15 on inland waters ac-
cording to a reminder from 
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife 
Department.
  State law requires removal 

of the blinds before these 
deadlines to protect natural 
areas and to prevent boating 
accidents after the ice melts. 
“Removal of the blinds and 
any posts that may be below 
the surface of the ice is im-
portant because of the danger 
they present when boaters are 
on the water in the spring,” 
said State Game Warden 
Colonel Jason Batchelder. 

Batchelder says wardens annu-
ally record names and addresses 

of blind owners and will follow 
up with inspections.

Waterfowl blinds must be 
removed by Feb. 15

State Game Warden Dustin Snyder inspects a duck blind on Lake 
Champlain prior to the Feb. 15 deadline for its removal.

PHOTO BY CARL WEDIN, VERMONT FISH & WILDLIFE

2020 statewide angler survey results 
are now available

Check out the 2020 angler survey results online. 
PHOTO BY JOHN HALL, VERMONT FISH & WILDLIFE
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classifiedsREAL ESTATE

  My name’s 
Lilly and I’m 
a 3-year-old 
spayed Pit Bull 
mix. I’ve had a 
couple of homes 
in my short life, 
and I think it’s 
time that I final-
ly settled down! 
I was once ad-
opted and re-
turned because 
my adopter had 
to move and 
could not take 
me with them. 

  I like going for walks and spending time around 
people. I particularly enjoy the more leisurely-style 
of walk, one where I can stop and smell the roses 
and everything else in between. I’m proud to say 
that I’m a pretty smart girl and pick up on new 
things quickly. Consistency is really important to me, 
as is finding a human companion that has experi-
ence with training dogs like me. I’m open to meet-
ing other dogs, and could maybe even live with one 
if we got along. I can’t live with cats, though, or 
young children. 

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 VT Route 44, West Windsor, Vt.
802-484-5829  //  www.lucymac.org 

featured pet

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory 
(802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

art crafts gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield, VT

Open Wed. & Sat. 11-5,  Fri. 11-7

“Bernie Mittens” Made from recycled sweaters by JoAnne Russo

Curvature Exhibit by Jamie Townsend 

Coming up - March Open Wall Resilience

Shop online www.galleryvault.org

Curbside available     802-885-7111

galleryvault@vermontel.net

(02/09/21 - 13)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 

(06/01/21 - TFN - 26)

builders/contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, 
through small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients 
expect a great experience from start to finish. Our professional-
ism matched with proficiency, customer care, and quality hit that 
mark. We are fully insured and ready for your next project, big or 
small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008

(06/15/21 - 52)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUILDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414  —  Located in Weston, VT

Additions, Renovations, New Construction, Home Repairs. Kitch-
ens and Bathrooms. All aspects of construction from frame to fin-
ish. Fully insured, references available. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com

(03/16/21 - 13)

builders/contractors (cont.)
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Framing, 
finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood floor-
ing, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-226-8125. 

(03/09/21 - TFN - 13)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 

(08/17/21 - TFN - 52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk re-
moved. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 

(03/09/21 - 13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter needs. Also offer carpentry, kitchen & bath-
room remodels, interior & exterior painting, window & door re-
placements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, pressure 
washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 802-591-
0019. Cavendish, Vt. 

(07/06/21 - 26)

masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years 
experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@
gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 

(03/09/21 - 13) 

masonry (cont.)
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  

(09/07/21 - 52)

old tools wanted
$$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$$
Planes, axes, hatchets, Stanley Tools, chisels, tool chests, etc. 
One tool or entire shop. Nothing with a cord or a battery. Call 
802-579-5891.

(06/15/21 - 26)

organic lawn & land care
GREEN BEE LAWN & GARDEN
Serving Chester, Vermont and surrounding towns - 802-289-1968

Now Accepting New Customers - Our commitment to fully organ-
ic lawn and garden care practices gives you peace of mind for all 
the kids, pets, nature, and other friends using your yard. Our Solar 
Powered equipment is clean and quiet, so you can relax while we 
make your property beautiful.

We’re Different - Green Bee has earned an Organic Land Man-
agement Professional Accreditation and can tailor a customized 
plan for managing your property to meet your goals. Large or 
small, all properties will benefit from utilizing this approach.

We are fully insured, reliable, and priced right. Like us on Face-
book and Reach Out Today to secure your spot! Phone, text, or 
email: 802-289-1968, greenbeelawns@gmail.com.

(07/13/21 - 26)

property management
JB PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Snow Plowing and Sanding, Property Management with fuel 
check options, and Lawn Care services. Pricing by occurrences 
or seasonal contracts. 

Contact us at 802-591-1673; jbpropertymgmtvt@gmail.com. Find 
us on facebook at Jbpropertymanagement.

(06/01/21 - 26)

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

WE’RE HIRING!
Multimedia Advertising 
Sales Representative
Candidate will work with local businesses via phone, email, 
and in person to expand their brand identity and support 
their future success using our print and online marketing 
platforms. The ideal candidate is organized, team-oriented, 
works well on a deadline, and has exceptional customer 
service skills. 

Duties & Skills Include:
- Effectively manage a geographic territory of active 
accounts while constantly seeking new clients
- Organize and translate customer marketing objectives, 
budgets, and timelines into effective advertising 
- Communicate clients marketing plans with ad designer 

Sales experience a plus, but we will consider 
well-qualified candidates and train them

Position includes base salary, 
commission, and mileage allowance

Email your Resume and Cover Letter to 
ads@vermontjournal.com

EOE

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. (02/02)

FIREWOOD
LUDLOW, Vt. – Firewood for 
sale, delivery in the Ludlow 
area. $180 per cord. 802-228-
3636. (02/02)

FOR SALE
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Sunfit 
24-bulb clamshell tanning bed. 
Operates on 120 volts. Disas-
sembled and ready for pick up. 
$500. 802-738-8858. (02/16)

GUNS 
WANTED
REGION – Guns wanted. Hand-
guns, rifles, or shotguns. Top 
prices paid. Call Ray at 802-
775-2859 or 802-236-7213. 
(02/09)

HELP WANTED
CAVENDISH, Vt. – Wanted 
housekeeper with an eye for 
detail. One morning a week, 
5-6 hours. Please call 203-645-
6405. (02/09)

Welder/Fabricator for custom 
ornamental metals shop.  Ex-
perience forging, sandblasting, 
painting, and installing pre-
ferred. Min. age 21 w/driver’s 
license. Full-time w/benefits. 
Contact Hawks Mtn Ironworks/
Springfield Fence, 50 Rte 106, 
N. Springfield, 802-886-2221. 
(02/09)

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing 
and sanding, Ludlow area, 
residential only. Reasonable 
rates. Contact SK Logging at 
802-384-0313. (02/09) 

WOOD 
BOILERS
Save up to 26% tax credit on 
your 2020 tax return with the 
purchase of a wood boiler. De-
duction price includes cost of the 
system and installation. Contact 
New England Outdoor Furnaces 
at 603-863-8818. (TFN)

SUBMIT YOUR CLASSIFIED ONLINE!

VermontJournal.com  ~  click “Submit Classified Ad” on the top black menu
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calendar LEGAL NOTICES

Town of Springfield

Annual Report Notice of Availability

NOTICE is hereby given that the Annual Report con-
taining the Town Auditor’s Report for fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2020 will be available February 20, 2021.  Reports 
may be picked up outside at the lower level white door 
or outside at the upper level brown door of Town Hall at 
96 Main Street, M-F 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. or by curbside 
request at the Springfield Town Library at 43 Main Street, 
M-F 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m.  The Annual Report containing the Town Auditor’s 
Report will be available on the Town’s website http://www.
springfieldvt.govoffice2.com.  Upon request, the Auditor’s 
Report shall be mailed. After March 31, 2021, the Town 
School District Report will be available on the School 
District website https://www.ssdvt.org/
      
Barbara A. Courchesne
Town Clerk, CVC
(802) 885-2104
tosclerk@vermontel.net 

NOTICE TO SPRINGFIELD VOTERS

Absentee ballots for the Annual Town and Town School 
District Meeting being held on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 
will be available by February 10, 2021.

In an effort to keep yourself, other voters and election 

officials safe in this COVID-19 environment, please 

consider voting through the absentee ballot process.

To make a request for an absentee ballot contact the Town 
Clerk’s Office in writing, by phone, email or request your 
ballots online at mvp.vermont.gov  The deadline for 
requesting an absentee ballot is Monday, March 1, 2021 at 
4:30 p.m.  All voted absentee ballots must be received by 
the Town Clerk at Riverside Middle School by the close of 
polls, 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 2, 2021.  An online Ab-
sentee Request Form  can be found on the town’s website.

If you will be voting by absentee ballot, there are several 
options to returning your voted absentee ballot:
• Mail it in the return envelope pre-addressed to the Town 
Clerk’s office that arrived with your absentee ballot.  
• Drop it in the mail slot in the white door that faces Main 
Street located on the lower level at Town Hall.
• Drop it in the mail slot in the brown door at the top of 
the outside stairs at Town Hall.
• Drop it in the collection box at the polls on Election Day 
before 7:00 p.m.

The polls are located at Riverside Middle School and are 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. on March 2, 2021.  If you 
are voting in person you will be required to wear a face 
covering and adhere to social distancing of 6ft.  You can 
register to vote with the Town Clerk’s office, at the polls on 
Election Day or at olvr.sec.state.vt.us

Barbara A. Courchesne
Town Clerk, CVC
Town of Springfield
802-885-2104 phone
802-885-1617 fax
tosclerk@vermontel.net 

The legal voters of the Town of Springfield and Town of Springfield School District are hereby notified and warned to 
meet at Riverside Middle School Gymnasium in said Town on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 at 8:00 a.m. (8:00 o’clock in the 
forenoon) until 7:00 p.m. to vote by ballot for Town and Town School District Officers, for all appropriations to be voted 
by ballot, and all other items of business to be voted by ballot.

In accordance with Act 162 (2020) all voting will be done by Australian Ballot on Tuesday, March 2, 2021, therefore, 

there will not be in-person floor voting on Monday, March 1, 2021.

A public informational hearing will be held on Zoom video conferencing on Monday, March 1, 2021 at 7:30 p.m. to hear 
reports of the Town Officers, Town School District Officers and Committees, to discuss all Australian Ballot articles 
on the Annual Town and Town School District Meeting Warning and to do any other business that can legally be done 
under this Warning.

HOW TO JOIN AND ACCESS THE REMOTE PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING:

MEETING ID: 863 3633 2110

• By computer: Join meeting by clicking here https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86326222110  
You may be prompted to enter the Meeting ID. You may need to download software here https://zoom.us/
• By smartphone, tablet, or other device: Download and open the https://zoom.us/ app. You may have to create a free 
account or sign into your existing account. Select the option to join meeting and enter the Meeting ID.  One-tap mobile 
device click here: +13017158592
• By telephone: Dial 1 (301)715-8592 and when prompted enter the Meeting ID.  Note that long distance rates may apply.
• Meeting link can also be accessed on the home page of the Town of Springfield website 
• Watch live on SAPA TV or stream it from Sapatv.org

If you have difficultly accessing the meeting or do not have the ability to comment remotely during the meeting, please 
call 802-885-2104.

ARTICLE 1:  To elect the following Town Officers and Town School District Officers for the ensuing year:
Cemetery Commissioner  Selectmen
First Constable   Town Moderator
Library Trustees   Town School District Moderator
Lister    Trustee of Public Funds
School Directors     
ARTICLE 2:  Shall the Town vote a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS ($50.00) per meeting for the Town Moderator 
for the ensuing year?  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)  
ARTICLE 3:  Shall the Town vote to pay each Selectperson the sum of FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving the Town in that office?  (By Australian Ballot, the 
Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 4:   Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWELVE MILLION, EIGHT HUNDRED FORTY-FIVE THOU-
SAND, FOUR HUNDRED THIRTEEN and 00/100 DOLLARS ($12,845,413.00) for the budget of the Town for salaries, 
incidental and necessary Town expenses, including highways, and for the purposes for which the law requires appropria-
tions, and for which a Town may legally vote? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close 
at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 5:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of SEVEN HUNDRED THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($700,000.00) for repaving, road construction, gravel road improvements, and ancillary professional services for the 
projects specified in the Road Surface Management System Report dated March 2015 or other duly warranted sidewalk 
improvements? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 6:  Shall the Town vote to appropriate the sum of ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($100,000.00) for sidewalk reconstruction in various locations throughout the Town? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot 
Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 7:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District authorize the school board to borrow money not in 
excess of anticipated revenue for the school year by issuing bonds or notes?  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be 
open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 8:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve a salary of FIFTY and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($50.00) per meeting for the Town School District Moderator for the ensuing year, the funds for which are included in 
the school budget? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.) 
ARTICLE 9: Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the payment to each School Board member 
of  FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS ($500.00) to help defray the costs and expenses incurred in serving in that 
office, the funds for which are included in the school budget?  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 
a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 10:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District approve the School Board to spend THIRTY 
TWO MILLION, FOUR HUNDRED THIRTY ONE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED NINE and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($32,431,509.00), which is the amount the school board has determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year?  It is 
estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in education spending of $18,324 per pupil. This projected 
spending per equalized pupil is 3.87% lower than spending for the current year.  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will 
be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 11:  Shall the voters of the Springfield Town School District create an operating expense reserve fund, with an 
initial transfer of $400,000.00 from the district’s FY20 surplus, to be under the control of the board of school directors, 
for the purpose of paying operational expenses that were not anticipated at the time of the budget preparation by the 

board? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 12:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($2,500.00) to the Springfield Community Band for eight (8) concerts? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open 
at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 13:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($9,000.00) 
to Southeastern Vermont Community Action (SEVCA) to assist Springfield in responding to the emergency needs of the 
community and to provide all available and applicable services to families and individuals in need?  (By Australian Ballot, 
the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.) 
ARTICLE 14:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of SIXTY THREE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($63,500.00) to help support the high-quality home health, maternal and child health, and hospice 
care provided in patients’ homes and in community settings by the Visiting Nurse and Hospice for VT and NH?  Care is 
provided regardless of ability to pay.  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 
p.m.)
ARTICLE 15:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of EIGHT THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($8,500.00) for the support of Senior Solutions (formerly Council on Aging for Southeastern Vermont) for 
help to support seniors and their families who are trying to remain at home and not be placed in a nursing home? (By 
Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 16:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($4,000.00) 
to help support the Valley Health Connections (formerly Precision Valley Free Clinic) to help the uninsured access health 
care? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 17:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWELVE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 
00/100 DOLLARS ($12,500.00) for the support of the MOOver f/n/a the Current operated by Southeast Vermont Transit, 
Inc., to provide transit services to the residents of the Town of Springfield? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be 
open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 18:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($2,500.00) to Green Mountain RSVP & Volunteer Center of Windsor County to develop opportunities for 
people age 55 and older to positively impact the quality of life in the community of Springfield through volunteer service? 
(By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 19:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($10,000.00) to assist with the cost of operating the Meals on Wheels Program of Greater Springfield that provides daily 
hot & cold congregate and home delivered meals and other nutritional needs to the qualified residents of Springfield? (By 
Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 20:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of THREE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($3,000.00) to Windsor County Partners d/b/a Windsor County Mentors, for youth mentoring services provided to the 
children of Windsor County? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 21:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($5,000.00) to the 
Springfield Supported Housing to assist families and individuals find permanent housing and provide in home case 
management services for 6 months to two years after placement?  (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 
8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 22:  Shall the Town appropriate the sum of FIFTY-FIVE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($55,000.00) to 
the Springfield Family Center to assist with the cost of providing a free meal daily, a free food shelf, and other services 
related to hunger, homelessness and related social-service needs in the community? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box 
will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 23:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of FOUR THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($4,000.00) to the Women’s Freedom Center for general budget support to provide services to women and their children 
who are experiencing emotional, physical and/or sexual abuse and are residents of the Town? (By Australian Ballot, the 
Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 24:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED and 00/100 
DOLLARS ($9,500.00) to the Springfield Art and Historical Society to assist in preserving, maintaining, and displaying, 
for the public, the history and art of the Town of Springfield, Vermont? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open 
at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 25:  Shall the Town of Springfield appropriate the sum of NINE THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS 
($9,000.00) to Turning Point Recovery Center Drop-In Center and Transition House to help with the everyday cost of 
providing recovery services and housing for men and that are in recovery from alcohol, substance abuse and co-occur-
ring disorders? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)
ARTICLE 26:  Shall the Town raise and appropriate the sum of TEN THOUSAND and 00/100 DOLLARS ($10,000.00) 
to help support outpatient, mental health and substance abuse services by the staff of Health Care and Rehabilitation 
Services, Inc.? (By Australian Ballot, the Ballot Box will be open at 8:00 a.m. and will close at 7:00 p.m.)

Dated this 25th day of January, 2021 at Springfield, County of Windsor and State of Vermont.

Walter E. Martone, Chair   Troy Palmer, Chair
John A. Bond    Jeanice Garfield
Michael E. Martin    Michael Griffin, Jr.
George T. McNaughton   Stephen Karaffa
Kristi C. Morris    Patti Kemp

Board of Selectmen    Board of School Directors
Town of Springfield    Springfield School District

WARNING FOR ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATIONAL HEARING

JAN. 28 –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Thursday, Jan. 28 at 6 
p.m., join Springfield 
Town Library for an 
online presentation, “A 
Celebration of Animation: 
The 100 Greatest Cartoon 
Characters in Television 
History.” Pop culture 
historian Martin Gitlin 
will show funny cartoon 

snippets, play trivia, and 
speak about their impact 
on pop culture. Sign 
up is required at www.
eventbrite.com/e/a-
celebration-of-animation-
the-100-greatest-
cartoon-characters-
tickets-126853001743. 
For more information, 
contact Tracey Craft at 
802-885-3108.

JAN. 30 –

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Jan. 30 at 11 
a.m., join Michelle and 
Tracey as we create a Far 
Out Face Mask online 
via Zoom. We will be 
decorating a mask using 
food coloring and rubber 
bands, which the library 
will supply. This is a free, 
fun family event sponsored 
by Friends of Springfield 
Town Library. Masks on 
Vermont and the town 
of Springfield provided 
the masks. You will need 
to provide your own 
gloves, plastic bottles to 
mix your food coloring, 
and a plastic tablecloth 
for this event. Space and 
supplies are limited. Sign 
up at www.eventbrite.
com/e/fit-to-be-tie-
dyed-far-out-face-masks-
tickets-129748967655. 
For more information, 
contact Michelle or Tracey 
at 802-885-3108.

FEB. 10 –

REGION – AARP Vermont 
is offering a series of free 
virtual presentations on 
consumer fraud. On Feb. 
10 is “Fraud, Scams, and 
Con-Artists: Coming to 
a Computer Near You,” 
the why, how, and basic 
defense regarding scams 
perpetrated over the 
internet. This presentation 
is continuously revised to 
address the latest cyber 
threats and addresses how 
to recognize malicious 
emails and pop-ups as 
well as Wi-Fi issues arising 
from the increased use of 
tablets and smart phones. 
Two presentations are 
offered at 10 a.m. and 
7 p.m. Pre-registration is 
required. Contact Elliott 
Greenblott, AARP Vermont 
Fraud Watch Coordinator, 
at egreenblott@aarp.org.

FEB. 12 –

REGION – The Children’s 
Literacy Foundation is 
offering a monthly Book 

Club for Grown-ups 
series featuring Vermont 
and New Hampshire 
authors who write for 
both kids and adults. On 
Friday, Feb. 12 at 7 p.m., 
bestselling author Dan 
Brown will discuss his 
latest novel in the popular 
Robert Langdon series, 
“Origin,” as well as his 
new children’s book, 
“Wild Symphony.” This 
Zoom event is free, but 
donations to the Children’s 
Literacy Foundation are 
encouraged. Learn more 
and sign up for the event 
at www.clifonline.org.

FEB. 13 –

LUDLOW, Vt. – Please 
join OMS for our first-ever 
virtual Winter Festival. 
Purchase a household 
ticket to join OMS on 
Zoom for a festive evening 
at home with live music 
by Sammy Blanchette and 
special guest appearances. 
We will have an online 
silent auction that is going 
live Jan. 30 and staying 
open until the end of the 
virtual event Feb. 13. 
Tickets can be purchased 

online. Visit www.
okemomountainschool.
org for details. Prior to 
the event, you will receive 
a Zoom link to join. All 
proceeds will go towards 
our scholarship fund.

FEB. 17 –

GRAFTON, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Feb. 17, 
from 7-8:30 p.m., the 
Nature Museum will 
host bestselling author 
Doug Tallamy for an 
online presentation and 
discussion of his book 
“Nature’s Best Hope,” 
with a focus on cultivating 
native plants as a way to 
support biodiversity. For 
more information and 
to register, go to www.
nature-museum.org.

FEB. 24 –

REGION – AARP Vermont 
is offering a series of free 
virtual presentations on 
consumer fraud. On Feb. 
24 is “Identity Theft: Steal 
Your Name, Steal Your 
Life,” an explanation of 
identity theft that explains 
how and why it occurs, 
provides instruction on 
protective steps, and 
explains what to do if it 
happens. This presentation 
includes techniques 
used by identity thieves 
who commit fraud using 
stolen information. Two 
presentations are offered 
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Pre-
registration is required. 
Contact Elliott Greenblott, 
AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch Coordinator, at 
egreenblott@aarp.org.

MARCH 10 –

REGION – AARP Vermont 
is offering a series of 
free virtual presentations 

on consumer fraud. On 
March 10 is “Medicare 
Fraud: It’s Enough to 
Make You Sick.” Annually, 
$65 billion is lost to 
Medicare Fraud that could 
be applied to extended 
benefits and reduced 
taxpayer liability. This 
presentation explains how 
the crime is committed, 
how to protect yourself, 
and how to report it. Two 
presentations are offered 
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. Pre-
registration is required. 
Contact Elliott Greenblott, 
AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch Coordinator, at 
egreenblott@aarp.org.

WEDNESDAYS –

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. – 
Advanced directives: 
Where do I find the 
forms? Who should be 
named as my healthcare 
agent? Who do I give the 
completed form to? How 
do I talk with my family 
about my healthcare 
wishes if I’m unable 
to speak for myself? 
Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m., Taking Steps 
Brattleboro is offering 
Advanced Care Planning 
informational meetings 
via Zoom. To receive 
the Zoom invitation, call 
Dan Freeman at 802-
257-0775 ext. 101 or 
email don.freeman@
brattleborohospice.org.

DAILY –

REGION – If you want to 
drink that’s your business, 
but if you want to stop, 
that’s ours. Contact 
Alcoholics Anonymous at 
www.aavt.org or call your 
local hotline at 802-885-
8281 and join a meeting. 
You are not alone.

SUBMIT 
CALENDAR 
EVENTS 
ONLINE!
 

VermontJournal.com 

Click “Add Your Event”  

in the black navigation  

bar at the very top  

of the page. 
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communityLEGAL NOTICES/HELP WANTED

LNA Openings
1st and 2nd shift 

Fulltime

RN Fulltime

Contact January
jreichert@gofhvt.net

Gill Odd Fellows Home
8 Gill Terrace

Ludlow, Vermont

EOE

number of active adult-
to-youth mentor matches 
and provide mentoring 
services to youth ages 6 to 
17 living in rural Vermont 
communities inordinately 
impacted by the opiate 
epidemic. The first round 
of funding from this grant, 
awarded in 2020, was re-
allocated in the form of 
three-month Covid-19 
response grants, totaling 
just under $175,000, to 
help mentoring programs 
adjust and maintain their 
programming during the 
early months of the pan-
demic.
  The four grants include: 

a grant of $200,000 to Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Ver-
mont, primarily to support 

youth in northeastern and 
southeastern Vermont; 
a $240,000 grant to The 
DREAM Program, pri-
marily to support youth in 
northwestern, southeast-
ern, and southwestern Ver-
mont; a grant of $240,000 
to the Mentor Connector, 
primarily to support youth 
in southwestern Vermont; 
and a $75,000 grant to 
Windsor County Mentors, 
to support youth in south-
eastern Vermont. Each of 
these grants is a multiyear, 
re imbursement-based 
award that goes through 
Aug. 31, 2022. Collec-
tively, these sub-grantees 
are committed to creating 
at least 200 new mentor 
matches.

  “The support that 
Windsor County Men-
tors receives from MEN-
TOR Vermont each year 
through the Vermont 
Mentoring Grants goes a 
long way to helping us ful-
fill our mission of making 
the lives of Vermont’s chil-
dren better,” said Matthew 
Garcia, executive director 
of Windsor County Men-
tors. “Now, with additional 
funding from the OJJDP 
grant, we are able to plan 
more strategically over a 
longer term to make a pos-
itive impact across Wind-
sor County.”
  In order to address the 

needs of communities in-
ordinately impacted by the 
opioid epidemic, all four 

MENTOR Vermont awards $755,000 to youth 
mentoring agencies

REGION – MENTOR 
Vermont is excited to an-
nounce the awarding of 
four multiyear federal 
grants, totaling $755,000, 
to youth mentoring agen-
cies serving rural com-
munities in northeast, 
northwest, southeast, and 
southwest Vermont.
  Funding for these grants 

comes from a $1.25 mil-
lion three-year federal 
grant awarded to the Ver-
mont Department for 
Children and Families 
and MENTOR Vermont 
from the Office of Juvenile 
Justice and Delinquency 
Prevention Mentoring Op-
portunities for Youth Ini-
tiative. This larger grant is 
designed to increase the 

sub-grantees are commit-
ted to providing evidence-
informed mentoring ser-
vices to rural youth with 
Adverse Childhood Expe-
riences and other known 
risk factors for substance 
abuse, including poverty, 
which have also been exac-
erbated by the pandemic. 
These grants will allow 
mentoring agencies to cre-
ate new adult-to-youth 
mentor matches, enhance 
mentor training, increase 
engagement with families, 
and implement organiza-
tional improvements to 
adjust programming to 
meet the latest Covid-19 
public health guidelines, 
grow mentoring programs, 
and increase the number 

of youth served who are 
inordinately impacted by 
the opioid epidemic in 
their regions of Vermont.
  Vermont Sen. Patrick 

Leahy is a long-time cham-
pion of youth mentoring 
programs, and in his role 
as Vice Chairman of the 
Senate Appropriations 
Committee, has worked to 
expand the eligibility for 
OJJDP’s youth mentoring 
funding to include rural 
states that have been hard 
hit by drug addiction. DCF 
and MENTOR Vermont 
became eligible to apply 
for funding because of a 
new category that allows 
a state government agency 
to receive a grant and sub-
grant it to other agencies 

that can meet the needs of 
smaller, local communi-
ties.
  “These programs are 

reaching our most vulner-
able young people, who are 
often living in underserved 
rural communities,” said 
Leahy. “I’m proud of the 
work being done in Ver-
mont. We know how criti-
cal these social connec-
tions are during normal 
times, but they are even 
more critical now as our 
country, and the world, 
faces down a deadly pan-
demic.”
  For more information 

about the grantees listed 
above and other mentoring 
programs across the state, 
visit www.MentorVT.org.

REGION – Work from 
home and make $5,000, 
$8,000, $11,000 every week 
with little effort? Sounds 
too good to be true? Well, 
it is. Emails, text messages, 
phone calls, and social me-
dia pump these “opportu-
nities” non-stop. Respond 
to any and expect to see 
the volume of offers mul-
tiply and be prepared for 
possible identity theft and 
financial loss. For many, 
even the specter of riches is 
enough to get hooked.
  Often, the income is 

simply a phantom that 
never materializes. Know 
the “red flag” promises to a 
possible scam:

  1. “Make money selling 
in your community!” If 
you live in a town such as 
Hardwick, Vt., Newport, 
N.H., New Lebanon, N.Y., 
or Adams, Mass., you may 
want to think hard about 
this.
  2. “Learn how to make 

a guaranteed income from 
the experts!” Really? Guar-
anteed income? Experts? 
Who are these pros? What 
are their credentials – and 
does their guaranteed in-
come stream develop from 
your money?
  3. “You got the job! De-

posit our check and send 
gift cards.” The likelihood 
that the check bounces, 

and you lose the money on 
gift cards is very high.
  4. “Work from home and 

make money with little ef-
fort!” Sounds great! So why 
doesn’t everyone do this?
  5. “If you recruit others 

you can make Really Big 
Money earning a percent-
age of what they make!” 
This is a classic pyramid 
scheme and will never re-
sult in profit unless you are 
the person creating this il-
legal scam.
  The Federal Trade Com-

mission suggests four steps 
to take before accepting 
business offers. First, as 
I regularly suggest, don’t 
rush into any proposition, 

particularly when it is cou-
pled with a high-pressure 
pitch. Back off and dis-
tance yourself the spell of 
the “Too Good To Be True” 
gremlin. Approach any po-
tential “opportunity” with 
a cool temperament. Sec-
ond, be skeptical of stel-
lar endorsements. Many 
scams are promoted with 
extensive lists of individu-
als praising the opportu-
nity with fictitious testimo-
nials.
  Beware of prepayments 

for job-related services 
or expenses. Scammers 
overpay the amount and 
request return the ex-
cess funds by gift card or 

credit card. The overpay-
ment check bounces, and 
the victim has lost the gift 
card money. Not long ago I 
was the intended victim of 
a variant of this scam. An 
email requested my servic-
es as a Justice of the Peace. 
The “smitten” groom sent 
me a check for $1,850 for 
my services – my fee is 
$50. He acknowledged his 
“error,” noting the money 
was to pay for the pho-
tographer and asked me 
to return the overpayment 
but keep an extra $100 for 
my troubles. The official-
looking check was written 
on a compromised account 
that had been closed a year 
earlier. Always beware of 
overpayments and requests 
for gift cards. There is al-
most a 100% surety that 
this is a scam.
  Conduct some very ba-

sic research. Initially, enter 
the company name in your 
computer browser search 
line with the word fraud, 
scam, rating, review, or 
complaint. Also, contact 

the Better Business Bureau 
and your state financial 
regulation agency or Attor-
ney General’s office to find 
out if there are complaints 
on file.
  Finally, don’t sit back 

or walk away until you 
have reported the fraud. 
Single reports may seem 
unimportant but when 
combined with other com-
plaints they demand ac-
tion. The crime needs to be 
reported at both the fed-
eral and state level: Federal 
Trade Commission, www.
ftc.gov; New Hampshire, 
www.doj.nh.gov/consumer 
or 888-468-4454; and Ver-
mont www.ago.vermont.
gov/cap/consumer-com-
plaint or 800-649-2424.

  Power Company Scam 
Alert: Service suspension 
calls, allegedly from local 
power companies, are de-
manding immediate pay-
ment of delinquent bills 
by gift card. These calls are 
scams. Hang up if you re-
ceive one and report it to 

your state consumer pro-
tection agency.

  AARP Vermont Fraud 
Watch offers bi-weekly 
series of online seminars 
free to everyone. Request 
registration information by 
email to egreenblott@aarp.
org.

  Elliott Greenblott is a 
retired educator and coor-
dinator of the AARP Ver-
mont Fraud Watch Net-
work. He hosts a CATV 
program, Mr. Scammer, 
distributed by GNAT-TV 
in Sunderland, Vt.

Fraud Watch Network: Working from home

MONTPELIER, Vt. – If 
you are 12 to 14 years old 
and want to learn about 
Vermont’s wildlife and gain 
outdoor skills, consider at-
tending one of the Vermont 
Fish & Wildlife Depart-
ment’s Green Mountain 
Conservation Camps this 
summer.
  Specific details about 

whether the camps will be 
able to operate, and what 
protocols relating to Co-
vid-19 will be in place, will 
be communicated via the 
department’s website as 
they become clear.
  The one-week camp 

programs are held at Lake 
Bomoseen in Castleton 
and Buck Lake in Wood-
bury. Campers participate 
in hands-on learning about 
fish and wildlife conserva-
tion, ecology, forestry, ori-
enteering, safe firearm and 
archery techniques, swim-
ming, canoeing, fishing, 
and more. Natural resource 
professionals come to the 
camp to share information 
on their programs and take 
campers out for field activi-
ties.
  “Whether kids come 

alone or with friends, they 
are guaranteed to meet 
new people and form new 
bonds while experiencing 
Vermont’s natural resourc-
es to the fullest,” said Fish & 
Wildlife education coordi-
nator Alison Thomas. “An 
important take-away mes-
sage and common theme 
during the week is that 
conserving and managing 
habitat will help ensure 
Vermont will have fish and 
wildlife in the future.”
  “We would love to have 

all of the advanced sessions 
filled for girls who have 
already attended a basic 
session,” added Thomas. 
“Advanced sessions are for 
campers who have com-

pleted a basic session the 
summer before and who 
are 16 years old or younger. 
Advanced sessions include 
more in-depth activities 
about backpacking, camp-
ing, natural resources, and 
unique hunting and fishing 
techniques.”
  Conservation camps 

open June 20 and continue 
until Aug. 13. Tuition for 
the week includes food, 
lodging, and equipment. 

Applications and informa-
tion are available at www.
vtfishandwildlife.com.
  Covid-19 remains an un-

known factor in planning 
for the 2021 Conservation 
Camp program. Keeping 
staff and campers safe and 
healthy could mean last 
minute changes. While reg-
istration is open, with all 
camp weeks available to the 
full number of campers, the 
specific details of how camp 

may run are subject to 
change based on guidance 
from the Vermont Health 
Department and the gov-
ernor’s orders. This could 
include, and is not limited 
to, reducing the number 
of sessions held, reducing 
the number of students in 
each session, or canceling 
the program for 2021. For 
more information, contact 
FWGMCC@vermont.gov 
or call 802-522-2925.

F&W’s 2021 Conservation Camp 
registration is open
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community AUTOMOTIVE/REAL ESTATE

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 02/28/21

2014 Subaru Forester
AWD

4 Cylinder
Auto

2015 Volkswagen Jetta
S Model

4 Cylinder
Auto

2016 Jeep Compass

2015 Ford Fusion

4x4
4 Cylinder
Auto

4 Cylinder
4 Door

Auto
Leather

Sun Roof

2013 Volkswagen Routan SE

2015 Ford Fusion

Auto
Leather
7 Passenger

4 Cylinder
4 Door
Auto
Sunroof
Leather

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

3 Homes For The Price Of One!

River & MT Views

7 Bedrooms, 8 Baths

Townshend, $315,000

Single Level Living

Large Two Bay Garage

2 Bedroom, 1 Bath

Chester, $125,000

Quaint 10.2+/- Acre Lot

Streams, Stone Walls, Pond,

& Mature Trees

Newfane, $49,900

Generous Village Property!

Used as Residential Care Facility

Convenient Location, Great Parking

Rockingham, $219,000

Investors Take Note!

Expansive 2 Unit 

Private Office Space
Rockingham $109,000

Stately Village Gem Near Skiing!

Single Family Home or Rent 2nd 

Floor, 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Townshend, $299,000

REDUCED! Ranch In a Lovely 

Setting, Garage & Small Barn

2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Athens, $209,000

Commercial Building On Acre Lot

Ready For New Enterprise

Frontage On Two Roads

Springfield, $87,777

2.32+/- Acres Between 

Stratton & MT Snow!

Level Wooded Parcel

Wardsboro, $29,900

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Accessibly Located in an established neighborhood, this three 
bedroom cape offers affordable living in a maintainable size. Kitchen 
has added sideroom/pantry, living room with wood floors, first 
floor full bath. Two bedrooms on the first floor. Upstairs with stor-
age and bedroom and view of local hills. Basement with room for 
more storage. Back yard with space for outdoor living. REDUCED 

AGAIN TO $95,000

If carefree living is what you are looking for then look no further. 
This 2 bedroom, 2 bath Townhouse Condo will fit the bill. The first 
floor living spacefeatures a large living room with new flooring, 
kitchen/dining area a half bath and three season porch. 2nd floor 
offers 2 bedrooms with ample closet space, including newcarpeting, 
full bath and laundry. Condo fees cover ground and exterior main-
tenance, trash removal. This must see is located in close proximity to 
walking/hiking trails andshort drive to skiing. $115,000

1.2+/- acre parcel located on a corner with access to town water/sewer. There are bonus features, including a hydrant 
at the corner, sloping topography that gets you above the rest with valley view potential and the possibility of subdivi-
sion. $29,900

This 3+/- acre parcel is located towards North Springfield with frontage on the Black River and Spoonerville Brook. 
A large portion ofthe property is cleared with some wooded area for buffer. A nice sunny location. $35,000

Contemporary ranch style home located high above the town. 
This three bedroom home offers lots of desirable features including 
an open concept living/dining/kitchen area with high ceilings 
and walls of windows/sliders (to the wrap around deck) taking in 
the local countryside and views. The main floor offers a master 
bedroom with bath and walk-in closet, an office/bedroom and 
bath. The daylight, walk out basement offers an office, second living 
area, bedroom, den, bath/laundry and utility room. Front porch, 
detached two car garage and shed. Situated on 4+/- mostly open 
acres of meadows with garden spaces. Added bonuses include Solar 
power and paved driveway. $269,900

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

REGION – New Eng-
land Federal Credit 
Union is now accept-
ing nursing scholarship 
applications for 2021. 
Three scholarships of 
$3,000 each are awarded 
each year to applicants 
who qualify.
  Applications can 

be obtained online at 
www.nefcu.com, at any 
branch, or by calling 
802-879-8790. Appli-
cants must be members 
of NEFCU who are ap-
plying to or are enrolled 
in an accredited under-
graduate or graduate 
nursing program. Re-
quirements include:

• Submission of the appli-
cation form
• High school transcript, 

college transcript, or Gen-
eral Education Degree
• Description of related 

work experience
  Applicants must also 

submit an original 250-
word essay describing how 
they will use their degree 
to contribute to their com-
munity.
  Applications must be 

either postmarked or 
dropped off at any NEFCU 
branch by Feb. 28, 2021. 
The mailing address is 
Scholarship Committee, 
NEFCU, P.O. Box 527, Wil-
liston, VT 05495. Scholar-

ship winners will be noti-
fied by April 23, 2021.
  New England Federal 

Credit Union, headquar-
tered in Williston, Vt., is a 
member-owned financial 
institution serving com-
munities in 12 counties of 
Vermont: Addison, Ben-
nington, Caledonia, Chit-
tenden, Franklin, Grand 
Isle, Lamoille, Orange, 
Rutland, Washington, 
Windham, and Windsor; 
and four counties in New 
Hampshire: Cheshire, 
Grafton, Merrimack, and 
Sullivan. For more infor-
mation about membership 
requirements and benefits, 
visit www.nefcu.com.

REGION – The Sammy 
Pierce Memorial Scholar-
ships are awarded annual-
ly to deserving students in 
recognition of volunteered 
time and talent. These 
scholarships are open to 
students in communities 
served by the Crown Point 
Board of Realtors – An-
dover, Baltimore, Caven-
dish, Chester, Clarendon, 
Grafton, Ludlow, Mount 
Holly, Plymouth, Reading, 
Rockingham, Shrewsbury, 

Springfield, Wallingford, 
Weathersfield, Weston, 
and West Windsor.
  The Crown Point Board 

of Realtors awards $1,000 
to two deserving students. 
The students may be 2021 
high school graduates, 
homeschoolers, returning 
college students, previ-
ous recipients returning 
to upper classes, or adult 
students continuing their 
education in a two- or 
four-year college program. 

While the course of study 
is not restricted in any 
way, applicants must have 
a strong history of volun-
teer community service.
  Applications and in-

formation for the Sammy 
Pierce Memorial Scholar-
ships are available at your 
local high school or by 
contacting Helen Wach-
tel at 802-275-3902. The 
deadline to submit appli-
cations for these scholar-
ships is Monday, May 3, 

2021. Selections will be 
announced in June.
  The Sammy Pierce 

Memorial Scholarships 
are given in honor of 
Sammy Pierce, who 
is remembered as one 
of the most generous, 
thoughtful realtors in 
Windsor County. His 
generous character and 
the impact he made 
on his community are 
honored by this an-
nual scholarship. Those 
wishing to make a con-
tribution to the Sammy 
Pierce Education Fund 
are encouraged. Dona-
tions may be sent to the 
Sammy Pierce Educa-
tion Fund, Crown Point 
Board of Realtors, c/o 
Rachael Hyjek, Trea-
surer, Engel & Volkers, 
126 Main Street, Suite 
1A, Ludlow, VT 05149.

2021 Sammy Pierce Memorial 
Scholarships open to applicants

NEFCU announces 2021 
nursing scholarships

REGION – On Oct. 
19 and Oct. 21, 2020, 
respectively, the mem-
bership of both Mem-
bers Advantage Com-
munity Credit Union 
and River Valley Credit 
Union overwhelmingly 
approved the merger of 
the two credit unions. 
The newly combined 
credit union will serve 
the entire state of Ver-
mont as well as Grafton, 
Sullivan, and Cheshire 
counties in New Hamp-
shire.
  The partnership was 

originally proposed to 
both memberships in 
early July, citing the 
joining of two like-
sized credit unions 

with similar philosophies 
and cultures. Members 
will benefit by the ex-
panded branch locations, 
a strengthened finan-
cial position, lower fees, 
enhanced products and 
services, and operational 
efficiencies obtained by 
working together. A new 
name is on the horizon for 
the credit unions, which 
will represent their heri-
tage and combined values 
and position them for fu-
ture growth in the markets 
served. It is expected to be 
announced within a few 
months.
  According to Sean Gam-

mon, who will remain on 
as the newly combined 
credit union’s CEO, “This 

strategic partnership is a 
big win for our combined 
membership. We remain 
a relatively small, local fi-
nancial cooperative, who 
is committed to main-
taining the great personal 
service that our members 
value and trust. The entire 
credit union team is excit-
ed to serve our members’ 
financial needs now and 
into the future as we take 
advantage of all the oppor-
tunities this partnership 
provides.”
  Members Advantage 

Community Credit Union 
is a $320 million-plus fi-
nancial institution, with 
ten locations currently 
serving over 30,000 mem-
bers. MACCU provides 
membership opportuni-
ties to anyone who lives 
or works in Vermont and 
the following three New 
Hampshire counties. For 
more information about 
MACCU, visit www.mac-
cu.org or find us on Face-
book.

Members Advantage 
Community, River Valley 
credit unions partner

We are 
Mobile 
Friendly

WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

Like Man’s Best 
Friend... We’re 
there for you.

ATTENTION
Contractors, 

Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory 

on Page 7A! 

Contact us Today 
and add a listing 

for your Business! 
802-228-3600
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