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Trustees hear from Bellows Falls Police Department

BY BETSY THURSTON
The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - On
Tuesday, Jan. 12, the Bellows
Falls Trustees discussed the Bel-
lows Falls Police Department.
Chief David Bemis explained
there were recent burglaries in
town that “matched the MO
with Walpole,” and they were
working together with the Wal-
pole Police Department on the
investigation. They are request-
ing that anyone who has infor-
mation to call BFPD or WPD.

Bemis also announced the
kickoft for the outreach pro-
gram with the Springfield Turn-
ing Point Recovery Center. The
project helps provide assistance

BFUHS Board narrowly approves new school budget

BY JOE MILLIKEN
The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - After
initial projections for the new
2021-22 Bellows Falls Union
High School budget had been
anticipated to be $8.8 million, a
potential 11% increase, officials
from the Windham Northeast
Supervisory Union continued
to work towards a better solu-
tion. The current school budget
is $7.1 million.

After convening and reconfig-
uring the budget last month -
and not through cutbacks, but

Selectboard discuss highway, recreation departments budgets

BY BETSY THURSTON
The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - On
Monday, Jan. 11, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard discussed
Highway and Recreation De-
partment budgets.

To begin the meeting, Mu-
nicipal Manager Scott Pickup
updated the board on Wind-
ham and Windsor Housing
Trust’s proposed changes to
the Bellows Falls Garage proj-
ect. WWHT’s original pro-
posal was modified due to
substantially higher construc-
tion bids than previously bud-
geted. There would be further

Farm to School Café, Food Connects feed families throughout the

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. - Fami-
lies in the Windham Northeast
Supervisory Union received
three free food boxes over the
holiday break thanks to the
tireless efforts of the Farm to
School Cafe staff and farmers
throughout the region. The
food boxes contained a week’s
worth of bulk meal ingredients
for breakfast and lunch to help
stretch families’ grocery bud-
gets and keep students nour-
ished over the long break. The
Farm to School Cafe reached
out to Food Connects to fill
those boxes as much as possible
with high-quality foods from
local producers, including fresh
New Hampshire-made bread,
Vermont cheese and produce,
and fresh fruit.

Thanks to numerous USDA
waivers in response to Co-
vid-19, universal free meals
have been in effect nationwide
since last March and schools
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and support to someone in
crisis, and both the BFPD and
Turning Point would respond
to calls. Bemis said, “Hopefully,
we can assist people with their
addiction”

Municipal Manager Scott
Pickup said the BFPD needed
updated computer systems to
install the Dominion security
and software for the Axon cam-
eras. Security vulnerabilities
were a concern.

Bemis said the department
was diligently working to re-
cruit new oftficers, and Pickup
noted that many regions were
working short-staffed. He men-
tioned when Bemis was hired
they offered recruitment bo-
nuses and said they could “look

rather reinserting the numbers
without using the state’s educa-
tion finance template — Super-
intendent Christopher Pratt
and business manager Flora
Pagan, along with other district
officials, determined that after
plugging the numbers into an
alternative financial template a
much more reasonable result
occurred.

The largest increases origi-
nally outlined revolved around
the areas of special education,
wages and benefits, as well as
programs provided by the su-
pervisory union including food

updates related to Community
Development Block Grant
funding, but Pickup said the
project was “not stalled and
basically moving forward.”

Highway Department Di-
rector Andy Howarth present-
ed the highway paving budget
and explained that he needed
to inform the Saxtons River
Trustees because most of it
was in Saxtons River.

Pickup explained they were
in the third year of a five-year
resurfacing program and the
additional request of $100,000
to the budget would keep the
town on track for paving and
sidewalks. Pickup said this

have been operating under the
Summer Food Service Pro-
gram, which provides higher
reimbursement rates per meal
for schools. These two changes
combined translate to easy to
access meals for all students
and a reliable revenue stream
for school nutrition programs.
The holiday food boxes ex-
tended that support through
the break, all students qualified
for this program - each family
simply filled out a form for each
student so the Farm to School
Cafe team knew how much
food to order.

“Many students rely on school
meal programs for both nutri-
tious breakfasts and lunches
each day during school,” says
Conor Floyd, Food Connects
Farm to School program man-
ager. “When school is not in
session, however, a gap in ac-
cess to nutritious and filling
food appears. Programs like
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into doing that”

James McAuliffe asked Bemis
if state agencies offered initia-
tives for officer recruitment.
Bemis said they were offering
upgrades for certifications, en-
abling departments to hire offi-
cers with less academy training
requirements, but bonuses were
offered by communities.

Wade Masure asked about 21
police department assists “out-
side the village” made in De-
cember. Bemis explained that
many were agency assists inside
the village and said, “Officers
would not go out of the village
without a request to assist.”

Masure asked if that infor-
mation could be broken down
in the report so Trustees would

services and transportation.
However, the estimated projec-
tions originally proposed were
just that — an estimate - and
did not include such factors as
special education funding that
is provided by the state, a figure
that officials are still waiting to
obtain.

Additionally, not all of the
budget changes showed in-
creases, as it was also noted the
superintendents office spend-
ing was down just over 10%, a
substantial decrease from last
year’s fiscal budget.

When the increased overall

summer the Highway Depart-
ment would like to dedicate a
crew for ditches and culverts
but needed to either hire flag-
gers or fill an empty position.
Howarth said normally
Brockway Mills to Bartons-
ville was plowed by the grader,
but that position had been
eliminated. This winter they
were using the two-ton pick-
up, a 2002 International, usu-
ally only used in the summer
for chloriding dirt roads.
Finance Director Shannon
Burbela proposed the board
levelfund the highway de-
partment and said, “Staff will
reduce expenses where neces-

the holiday food boxes allow
all students in the supervisory
union to have the same access
to meals throughout school
breaks, no matter their family’s
income level”

With increased meal flex-
ibility as a result of the USDA
waivers, school nutrition pro-
grams have piloted new pro-
grams, including sending bulk
ingredients home with students
over extended breaks. These
pilots often involve quick turn-
around times and last-min-
ute requests. Food Connects’
short supply chain and strong
relationships with its produc-
ers helped the Farm to School
Cafe access source-identified
products from Vermont, New
Hampshire, and Massachusetts
on short notice.

“We're just thrilled that these
universal meals programs al-
lowed us to give kids and fami-
lies in our community a little
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know what agencies called
and in what towns assists were
made.

Moving on to snow re-
moval and plowing in the vil-
lage, Pickup mentioned that
he found a Winter Operations
Plan, last revised in 2000, that
discussed village towing poli-
cies. The parking permit ap-
plication states that lots are
posted 24 hours prior to snow
removal and car owners are
contacted prior to towing. Be-
mis responded that the BFPD
makes every effort to contact
car owners before towing their
vehicles, but in December
seven cars were towed from
the Hetty Green Lot. “The last
thing we want to do is to tow

budget figures were initially
presented, it was a concern
simply because the supervisory
union’s portion of the budget
already showed a substantial
decrease from the previous
year. Therefore, the largely in-
creased overall numbers seem-
ingly did not add up.

Pagan, who is in her first year
as business manager, is credited
with showing the creativity to
utilize a more flexible financial
template as to create the more
palpable budget figures and do-
ing so under time restraints.

“I give her credit for getting

sary. She explained that there
were still substantial funds
at the end of fiscal year 2020
in both highway and general
funds with $725,000 in the
highway fund balance. Bur-
bela anticipated an increase to
that fund balance as fiscal year
2021 was under budget.

Chair Gaetano Putignano
asked if the proposal to lev-
elfund the budget included a
full-time development direc-
tor. He said he was in favor of
a full-time position for Gary
Fox. Burbela responded that
levelfunding the general fund
would bring Fox to full-time.

Parks & Recreation Director

boost, especially this time of
year;, says Harley Sterling,
school nutrition director for the
WNESU. “Making sure every
kid has access to the great food
grown and made in our area
has always been our goal, and
Food Connects makes it easy
by letting us know what prod-
ucts are available and bringing
them right to our kitchens.”
With less than two weeks
between the initial phone call
from Sterling and the first deliv-
ery, the newly expanded Food
Hub team sprang into action.
The Food Connects Sales and
Procurement Teams worked
with Harley to brainstorm and
source a variety of food prod-
ucts that families would eat
but also inspire fun and new
cooking ideas, fell within the
required price range, were kid-
friendly and easy for parents to
cook, and were hyper-local -
the farthest items traveled only

vehicles,” but even one car in
the lot “makes a mess” for snow
removal.

Village President Deborah
Wright said she received a com-
plaint from a resident that had
in the past received emails and
had missed the call that night.
Pickup said, “We don’t tow im-
mediately. It's unfortunate —
frustrating for us. We much
prefer you move your car.”

Stefan Golec said it’s common
sense. “Take some responsibil-
ity as the vehicle owner to get it
off the street or out of the lot”

Bemis explained that when
vehicles are towed, the owner
is charged $75 payable to the
BFPD, but that pays the towing
company.

useful information and build-
ing a parallel system on the fly,
and in the middle of the budget
cycle) chairman of the budget
committee Jack Bryar stated in
a recent WNESU budget meet-
ing held via Zoom.

Last week, the final 2020-21
figures were presented to Bel-
lows Falls Union High School
Board, which approved the pro-
posed budget. With a narrow
4-to-3 vote, the board approved
a budget figure of $7,502,808,
which is a 2% decrease from the
current budget.

The voters who opposed the

Ryan Stoodley said there were
savings this past year; how-
ever, if this summer looked
like last, the recreation de-
partment “won’t be able to run
our day camp”” He hoped to be
open this spring, explaining
the day camp was a huge loss
of income and staffing hours
but “in essence we’ll be able
to do what we did [last] sum-
mer”

Stoodley anticipated replac-
ing the last third of the pool’s
water lines and said the pool
was losing water and had to be
filled every three to four days.
He reported that the vandal-
ism to the ice rink was repaired

87 miles while 7 of the 10 farms
that provided food are located
within 25 miles of Bellows Falls
Union High School.

Once the orders were placed,
the Food Connects Operations
Team activated their network of
dedicated drivers and expand-
ed delivery fleet to pick up and
deliver these orders. Although
the Food Hub was closed for
regular sales during the week of
Christmas, the Food Hub staff
generously volunteered to pick
up extra shifts to ensure the
orders made it to Bellows Falls
Union High School in time for
the Holiday Meal box distribu-
tion.

As the Farm to Cafe team
kept families fed throughout
the holiday season, they also
bolstered the local food econo-
my - buying food from 10 Food
Connects farms and food pro-
ducers. Over $19,000 was spent
at these local food businesses.

Golec suggested they revamp
parking permit applications to
require phone number, physi-
cal address, and email.

During the Trustee meet-
ing, Pickup also announced
that Feb. 1 was the first meet-
ing for the working group for
self-driving vehicle testing. He
suggested the group stay rea-
sonably small but wanted to
see a member from each of the
boards. Wright said, “I'm very
happy to be on it”

The Trustees meet on the
second and fourth Tuesdays
of each month at 6 p.m. in the
Lower Theater of the Bellows
Falls Opera House. Meetings
are recorded and available on
www.fact8.com.

budget indicated that it was
largely because the Vermont
Agency of Education had not
yet provided needed budget in-
formation, which still creates a
question about how local taxes
will be affected.

There is also a concern that
teachers and staff are currently
working without a contract,
and the new budget also needs
to include funds to reimburse
those salary increases. An offi-
cial decision on the budget has
to be made before the last day
of finalizing a Town Meeting,
which is Jan. 21.

but suggested a replacement
for next year. The cost eight
years ago was $2,000. He also
reported that the ski tow was
running “pretty good”

Pickup explained that due
to the pandemic no one knew
what to expect for the summer
but they would report month-
ly after March.

Town Meeting is scheduled
for Monday, March 1 and elec-
tion Tuesday, March 2. The
Selectboard meetings are held
on the first and third Tuesdays
of the month at 6 p.m. in the
Lower Theater of the Bellows
Falls Opera House and are re-
corded on www.fact8.com.

holidays —

“This is money that is go-
ing straight back into the com-
munity; says McKenna Hayes,
Food Connects Food Hub
co-director, “being paid out to
area producers and distribu-
tion staff, who in turn use those
funds at other local businesses.”

Every box contained food as
well as ideas for how to use it -
providing students and families
with educational tools to make
easy, wholesome meals.

“This is a great example of
how our organization can col-
laboratively problem-solve
to help our community; says
Hayes. “Harley relied on his
partnership with our Farm to
School and Food Hub teams
and we leveraged our commu-
nity-based networks and short
supply chains to respond to the
request quickly. It truly shows
the successful ability to pivot
school lunch services in the
Covid-19 era”

The deadline for dll content is Friday at 12 p.m. for
the following Wednesday publication.
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Everyone Eats program

returns locally

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
Rockingham Help & Helpers
is pleased to announce that
the innovative Vermont Ev-
eryone Eats program, which
provided free restaurant to-go
meals, is returning. Picking up
where the program paused in
December, community mem-
bers can collect meals for their
household and up to three
other households at Parks Place
Community Resource Center,
44 School St. in Bellows Falls,
Wednesday evenings from 5-6
p.m. and Friday mornings from
10-11 a.m. Meals are also dis-
tributed through Our Place,
the Bellows Falls Senior Cen-
ter, Westminster Cares, and the
Grafton Community Church.
Meals are available on a first-

come, first served basis.

If your ability to get food
has in any way been impacted
by the Covid-19 pandemic,
you qualify to participate in
the program. Taking part in
this project supports our local
economy by providing a source
of income for restaurants who
have been negatively impacted
by Covid-19 and providing
Vermont farmers and food
producers an opportunity to
increase sales — 10% of the in-
gredients are purchased from
Vermont producers. Restau-
rants currently participating in
the program include Jamaican
Jewelz, MKT: Grafton, Moon
Dog, Wunderbar, Allen Broth-
ers, and the Fullerton Inn in
Chester.

Ryan M. Gurdak, CPA pic

Tax and Accounting Services

Ryan M. Gurdak

PO Box 27
Proctorsville, VT 05153

802-236-6852
ryan@rmgurdakcpa.com

PO Box 993
Chester, VT
Dffice: BO2 B75 2814

P&L Excavating
and Trucking

"Stumps to stones and everything in
hetween"

f

HUGHES

Kempsey Ocean 2-Piece Sectional
MSRP $1,149 Young's $899

Dwner/Operatar
Palmer cell: 802 291 3417
Ryan cell: 802 291 3363

Here are just a couple of

Greal

Deals

rom our Extensive Showroom

As we continue to live with
this health pandemic and
economic crisis, the need
in Vermont is significant.
Teagan Kosut of the Bellows
Falls Senior Center says, “Be-
ing a part of the Everyone
Eats program has been truly
exceptional for our senior cli-
ents. With food insecurities
on the rise coupled with the
inability to shop for grocer-
ies or eat out, this program
has made a huge impact at
just the right time. Through
our Meals on Wheels pro-
gram, we were able to deliver
80-100 meals to our clients
on a weekly basis. Not only
does this program provide
meals; but it allows our se-
niors to stay home and stay
safe, especially during such a
challenging time”

This creative program
was made possible in 2021
with federal funds allocated
by the Vermont Legisla-
ture. The Springfield Family
Center and Chester Helping
Hands have partnered to
provide VEE for Rocking-
ham, Grafton, and Athens,
and Westminster as well as
Springfield and Chester. For
more information, contact
Sam at the Rockingham Free
Public Library at 802-463-
4270, sam@rockingham-
library.org, or go online to
www.rockinghamlibrary.org.
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Cherry,

Pecan
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All Furniture in store includes Vermont Sales Tax
Prices include Free Local Delivery
Excludes all Closeouts and Appliances
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Ask about FREE SIX-MONTH FINANCING Interest-Free!

Family Owned & Operated for over 100 Years!

YOUNG'S

Furniture & Appliances

“Serving Customers since 1919”

Springfield Shopping Plaza

802-885-4552 . FAX: 802-885-2303
www.youngsfurniturestore.com

Find us on Facebook! n

Springfield, VT 05156

Chamber thanks community
for Light-A-Pole program ——

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Every
year it is our honor to bring
twinkle and cheer to down-
town during the holidays.
The outpouring of enthusi-
asm and financial support
has been overwhelming. A
special thank you goes out to
HB Energy Solutions. They
provided us with an enor-
mous amount of assistance
with this project. Wed like to
give a huge shout out to Brian
Hernon and his team for set-
ting up Santa’s house and do-
ing the legwork for the tree
lighting ceremony. Wed also
like to express our gratitude
to Jeff Graham of Graham &
Veroff, P.C. for donating such
a beautiful tree. Thanks to
Bibens Home Center and Old
Mill Road Media for their
contribution. Much appre-
ciation goes to our partners,
Springfield on the Move and
the Springfield Garden Club,
for the lovely wreathes, and
thanks to the businesses that
decorated their storefronts.
Thank you to town of Spring-
field for approving some nec-
essary repairs to the electrical
system.

The Chamber wants to ex-
press utmost appreciation to
the following organizations
and individuals: HB Energy
Solutions, Bibens Home Cen-
ter, Old Mill Road Media,

Great Northern Liquidation -
Rick and Lisa Young, Jim and
Cathy Weeder, the Rubel Sis-
ters, in memory of Marie LeB-
lanc, John and Sandy Sackevich,
Springfield Town Library, Char
and Steve Osterlund, Mascoma
Bank, the Kischko Family, Herb
and Nina Jamison, Dale and
Marie Nemkovich, Joanne Baltz
and Colin Hadley, P&L Kelley
Enterprises, Carol and William
Eramo, Frances Stevens, Walter
Martone, Springfield Supported
Housing Program, Comfort
Inn - White River Junction, Du-
Bois & King Inc., Gabriella Holl,
Springfield Community Players,
Mike and Judi Martin, Carol
Cole, Bruce and Cheryl Cox,
Frank and Jocelyn Zezza, Bryce
and Cathryn Honeywell, Ar-
mand Soucy and Barbara Rodg-
ers, Anonymous, the Springfield
Barber, Gurney Brothers Con-
struction Inc., Diane Kemble
for Gallery at the VAULT, Mary
Perry, Linley and Wendy Mess-
er, Briar Patch Farm, Springtfield
Farmers’ Market, the Fog Fam-
ily, Springfield Senior Center,
Amcomm Wireless - Verizon
Wireless Retailer, Rewind 106.5
WCEFR, Newstalk 99.7 WNTK,
Newstalk 98.9 WUVR, Coun-
try 1010/94.7 WCNL, Peter
and Sandy MacGillivray, King’s
Corner LLC, SHS Class of 1968,
Linda Brown, Theodore and
Rosa-Lee Gould, Kent and Nan-

cy Samson, Catherine and Dan-
iel Merrill, Colleen and Mark
Greenvall, Richard and Deanna
Dexter, Suzanne Murray and
Louis Murray Jr, Joanne and
Eugene Burton, Jean Patoine,
Frederick and Bonnie Scriba,
Lai Kum and Scott Searle, Rob-
ert Andrews and Donna Small
Andrews, William and Martha
Bibens, James and Mary Mac-
Mahan, Pete Kamel, Barb Mar-
tel, Harry Moore, KMC Trans-
portation in Memory of Tom
Caves, Lawrence and Wheeler
Insurance, Alice Emmons, Nan-
cy and Paul Bladyka, Beth Tofel-
Grehl, David and Kathi Byam,
Virginia Thulen, Ron Abbott,
the Buron Family, Health Care
and Rehabilitation Services of
Southeastern Vermont, Stu-
art Brown and Sandra Dejong,
Springfield Area Parent Child
Center, Edward J. Foster, Steven
Hebert, Springfield Elks 1560,
Doug and Judi Priestley, Pris-
cilla Millay, Dragonfly Designs,
Jaxson Curcio, Jeanice Garfield,
Elizabeth and Fred Willis, Kelly
Flynn, KJ’s Place, the Huck Fam-
ily in memory of Edward Huck,
in memory of LCpl Kurt E.
Dechen, Rose Lucenti, Spring-
field Food Co-op, Kay Snide,
Anonymous, Ben Lovejoy.

Written by Caitlin Chris-
tiana, Springfield Regional
Chamber of Commerce.

Bellows Falls Union High School
December Student of the Month —

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. -
It is a pleasure to announce
that Bayley Sbardellati has
been named the December
Elks Student of the Month
for Bellows Falls Union High
School. Bayley, a senior, is
the son of Ian Sbardellati and
Andrea Carlson of Westmin-
ster.

An exceptionally bright
student, academics and a

strong work ethic are among
his greatest strengths. Bayley
always puts full effort into his
classes. He fully participates
in class discussions, does all
of his work without question,
and goes above and beyond as
needed. He sets high academic
expectations for himself and
works hard to achieve those
goals.

Being sensitive to others and
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THE BEST OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE EVER MADE

The Classic Edge Titanium HDX outdoor wood furnace is the most
efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 60+% less wood
and is cleaner-burning, easy to operate, and requires minimal
maintenance (usually only a few minutes a week). The titanium-
enhanced stainless steel firebox is designed to last a lifetime.

MyFireStar.com The FireStar Controller with onboard wi-fi keeps
you informed of your furnace’s performance and operation.

New England Outdoor Furnace

877 John Stark Highway - -Newport, NH 03773 Q\‘»N RQ
603-863-8818 «»

neofnh.com
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AQUA-AID SYSTEMS

Solving hard water, iron, blue
staining, radon and arsenic
problems in the Central
Vermont area since 1984

= Water Conditioning
e Free On-Site Water
Analysis & Estimate

We Service All Makes And
Models Locally Owned &

Operated Since 1984
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Hellenbrand

What’s In Your Water? ™

e Radon & Arsenic Removal
» Systems Maintenance
« Home Supplies Delivery

div. of Cushing and Sons

Worried About

Your Water?

ON SITE, NO CHARGE, TESTING AND ESTIMATES

800-252-8484

ME-31B573

Bayley Sbardellati.
PHOTO PROVIDED

exhibiting a fine sense of hu-
mor are some of Bayley’s finer
qualities. He is a patient young
man who is always willing to
help others in need. Bayley is
a trustworthy student who can
be relied on to produce original
and creative work. Perhaps one
of his greatest personal qualities
is his unusual sense of humility.
He accepts praise for his accom-
plishments with utmost modes-
ty. He is kind and respectful to
staff and students alike, and he
leads by example.

Bayley is also a leader in the
true essence of the word. He is
an active and valued member
of the school’s Student Coun-
cil where he brings creativity,
a plethora of unique ideas, and
the willingness to participate in
all fundraisers and community-
based activities. This year Bay-
ley was elected as vice-president
of the Student Council where,
in addition to running fund-
raising activities, he also is one
of the key leaders and decision-
makers of the group. He was
also a key member of the boys’
soccer team, stepping up to play
goalie when one was needed.
He has fully committed to bas-
ketball for four years and was
instrumental in bringing Ul-
timate Frisbee to BFUHS and
remains committed to playing.

Clearly deserving of this
award, BFUHS and the Elks are
honored to have Bayley repre-
sent us this month.

couli]
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Here is a 1956
article written by
Ed Kendall for the
Springfield Reporter.
It will be included in
our “History of Ches-
ters Fire Depart-
ments.”

“Old  Yosem-
ite pumper fought
many a fire. In Pem-
ber Hazen’s barn at
Chester Depot in
some forgotten cor-
ner resting on its
laurels after many
a hard fought battle
in which it par-
ticipated at scores
of fires sometimes
winning often los-
ing is ‘Old Yosem-
ite; for many years
the only fire fight-
ing apparatus that
Chester possessed.
I am not going to degrade it
by calling it an old tub as has
often been done. It is better
to use its right name. A hand
fire engine. When you think
of the thousands of dollars it
has earned in saving many a
building in Chester you must
be convinced that it deserves
a better resting place where it
can be viewed by the public
at any and all times.

“It has certainly earned it.
My people moved to Chester
when I was nine or ten years
of age. I have never forgot-
ten the interest ‘Old Yosem-
it aroused in me as a little
boy the first time I saw it
being operated. It was at the
fire that destroyed Gowing’s
Grist Mill located on the site
of Waterman's Mill. It held
my interest up to the day I
moved to North Springfield
54 years ago. It took 3 or 4
men to operate it properly.
It was back breaking work
to be one of the pumpers.
When I was 15 or 16 years
of age the Yosemite Engine
Co being very short of men
took in all the boys available
as members of the Fire Com-
24112

“I was one of them. In a
short time we young fellows
began to fill different offices
in the company. In due time
I was elected captain of the
company. Later for several
years I was steward of the
company. In this office it
was my duty to keep the
engine in working order
and janitor work. In this
week’s column it is my
purpose to describe some
of the experiences of the
company. For many years
‘Old Yosemite’ was the
only firefighting appa-
ratus Chester possessed.
The alarm was always
sounded by the whistle at
the Steam Mill. The short
blasts of that steam mill
whistle certainly made a

Get your

LOCAL
HISTORY

from Ron
Patch with
us every
week!
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HISTORY

BY RON PATCH

Yo-Semite hlstory

The earllest known Yo-Semite badge in existence, circa
1870s.

Ron Patch is a Chester
native, Chester
Historical Society
president, and a lifelong

antiques dealer.

He can be reached at
802-374-0119 or email
knotz69@gmail.com

“Up to the pur-
chase of Steamer
Aid No 1 brought
about by a Ladies’
Aid Society South
Street depended
wholly upon the
Yosemite Fire
Company for its
protection against
fires. They always
responded when
called upon. One
fire stands out
in my mind very
clearly. It was
the burning of
the Hutchinson
buildings. These
buildings  were
located just above
the  Congrega-
tional ~ Church
on South Street.
The fire occurred

PHOTO PROVIDED

doleful noise when the alarm
was sounded in the middle of
the night.

“About midnight on a cer-
tain night the alarm was given
for what seemed to be a fire up
in the vicinity of Bailey’s Mills.
Albert Richardson the night
watchman at the mill happened
to be outside the mill looking
in the sky up in the vicinity
of Gassetts there was a bright
glare in the sky.

“That was enough for him,
he went and blew’ an alarm.
Twenty-five or 30 members of
the Fire Company and I among
them rushed to the engine
house got ‘Old Yosemite’ out
and started on the run for Bai-
ley’s Mills. It was back break-
ing work hauling the engine to
a fire. Manpower was always
used. When we arrived at a
point nearly halfway to Gassetts
we stopped for a brief rest.

“Looking at the glare in the
sky we suddenly discovered it
was no fire at all. The supposed
fire was merely a reflection of
the moon. Of course we about
faced and hauled the engine
back to the engine house. Then
we all went down to the steam
mill. T am very certain Editor
McLaughlin would not allow
the language we used in talking
to that night watchman to ap-
pear in the Reporter.

in the early eve-

ning. Fifty years
ago all merchandise was sold
to merchants by traveling
salesmen commonly called
‘Drummers’ Nearly every
night there would be several
of these men registered at the
local hotels.

“We were short of men
at this fire. Three or four of
these ‘Drummers’ had come
up to watch operations. They
were very free with advice as
to how we firemen should
pump. If my memory serves
me right South Street had
not been incorporated as a
fire district hence we had no
one to direct our work.

“Some of my older read-
ers will remember Ira Adams
who served in Chester as a
selectman for many years. Ira
was a typical Vermont Yan-
kee well-liked by everyone.
As a selectman the law gave
him all the authority needed
to take charge at a fire. Ad-
ams and the officer stood by
and saw to it that they did as
he directed.

“When the fire was under
control he let them go back
to their hotel completely ex-
hausted. They did not have a
word to say as to how a hand
fire engine should be operat-
ed. As I said at the beginning
of this article ‘Old Yosemite’
paid for itself many times.”
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service skills.

Duties & Skills Include:
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Multimedia Advertising
Sales Representative

Candidate will work with local businesses via phone, email,
and in person to expand their brand identity and support
their future success using our print and online marketing
platforms. The ideal candidate is organized, team-oriented,
works well on a deadline, and has exceptional customer

- Effectively manage a geographic territory of active
accounts while constantly seeking new clients

- Organize and translate customer marketing objectives,
budgets, and timelines into effective advertising

- Communicate clients marketing plans with ad designer

Sales experience a plus, but we will consider
well-qualified candidates and train them

Position includes base salary,
commission, and mileage allowance

Email your Resume and Cover Letter to
ads@vermontjournal.com
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Ludlow Rotary hears about
the Hlstory of Hemingway's

LUDLOW, Vt. - At its recent
Zoom meeting, members of
the Ludlow Rotary Club were
entertained by Ted and Linda
Fondulas, previous owners of
Hemingway’s Restaurant in
Killington as they described
the history of that famous res-
taurant.

Linda Fondulas offered a de-
tailed outline of how the duo
created Hemingway’s. In par-
ticular, she noted the develop-
ment of usage of locally pro-
duced foods and their interest
in creating a diverse menu that
made the restaurant one of the
25 greatest in the nation.

In detailing his approach to
cooking and creating unique
menus, Ted Fondulas indicat-
ed that food preparation was
the second most active career
in the country.

He also took this occasion to
comment on the role that the
late Bob Gilmore of Ludlow
played in bringing new and
innovative concepts of restau-
ranteuring to Vermont, noting,
“He was a leader in promoting

A Zoom discussion about the
United Nations

LONDONDERRY, Vt. - In
1945, the United States was the
most important creator of the
United Nations and continues
to be the major contributor to
many of its activities and op-
erations. Yet, as the years have
passed, most Americans know
less and less about the orga-
nization. Derek Boothy, who
worked over 20 years for the
United Nations, will address
the following questions: What
does the United Nations do?
How does it work? How does
the United States benefit from
it? Why should the United
States continue to belong to
the UN.?

During his 20-year ser-
vice in the U.N., Boothy was
deputy director of operations e
for weapons inspections in
Iraq immediately after the
first Gulf War; served on the
personal staff of Cyrus Vance

Linda and Ted Fondulas with Julia Child. Child would go to Heming-
way’s on her birthday during the period when she visited relatives

in Woodstock.
PHOTO PROVIDED

in restaurant business as a di-
rect result of the virus.

During the business meet-
ing, Kevin Barnes, LRC presi-
dent, indicated that the club
had received 1,000 facemasks.
Of this total, 300 would be
used in Mount Holly while an-
other 400 would be presented
to Ludlow.

food service in Vermont.”

In response to the impact
of Covid-19 on the restaurant
business, Fondulas raised the
question of “Will people con-
tinue to eat out as often after
Covid?” He added that with so
many people now preparing
their meals at home instead of
eating out, there may be a drop

in his efforts to stop the war
in Bosnia; and was second in
command of a 7,000 strong
peach operation in Croatia.
He was also director of the
Europe Division in the De-
partment of Political Affairs
and chairman of the UN. Iraq

Operational Group.

This free hour-long Zoom
presentation is being hosted
by Neighborhood Connec-
tions Thursday, Feb. 18 at 4
p-m. Call 802-824-4343 to
register or visit www.neigh-
borhoodconnectionsvt.org.
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BLACK RIVER GOOD
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Dear Editor,

I don't know about you, but
I'm sick of my own attitude of
thinking that people who hold
a political opinion opposite to
mine are misguided at best and
stupid or evil at worst. I'd like to
do something to become more
open-minded.

I propose forming a small
group of local folks, both con-
servatives and liberals, to meet
together — on Zoom for now -
to get to know one another
better and hopefully create
friendships and respect for each
other’s opinions.

This is not about trying to
change others from liberal to
conservative or vice versa. It’s
simply an attempt to reduce the
destructive division that exists
between sides in this nation and
replace it with tolerance and un-
derstanding.

I envision a small group of
perhaps a dozen people, more
or less evenly represented be-
tween conservative and liberal
opinion. Well start off getting
to know one another before we
reveal our political leanings.

If you would like to be part

of this group, or simply want
more information, please
contact me, Steve Crofter, at
802-275-4646 or steve.croft-
er@gmail.com. When you get
in touch, please don't reveal
whether you consider your-
self liberal or conservative, as
we'll use a “registrar” who will
not be in the group to make
sure were divided evenly.
Here’s to eventual unity!

Sincerely,
Steve Crofter
Bellows Falls, Vt.

Governor'’s Institutes of Vermont
welcomes new executive director

REGION - The Governor’s
Institutes of Vermont is excited
to announce that this month
the nonprofit organization will
welcome Elizabeth Frascoia as
its new executive director. This
is the first time that an alumnus
of the Institutes has taken this
leadership role, and she is only
the fifth executive director in
GIV’s 38 years.

Frascoia participated as a
student in the Arts and Math
Institutes during high school,
and later spent many summers
on staff. Most recently, she led
the Governor’s Institute on the
Arts for nine years. She brings a
passion for building communi-
ty and leading complex teams,
which she did for several tech-
nology startups in New York
City after earning a degree from
Harvard University.

Frascoia also brings some un-
usual qualifications. As a profes-
sional trombonist and vocalist,
she has performed with artists
such as Adele, Michael Bolton,

and Ice Cube, and appeared
on national TV shows such as
Saturday Night Live, American
Idol, and The Tonight Show.

“I know GIV changes lives:
receiving a scholarship to the
Arts Institute allowed me to
expand my horizons, and gave
me the confidence to embark
on a music career which has
taken me from a small town to
performing all over the world.
I am excited to help more Ver-
mont high school students be
able to access these world-class
programs!”

Board Chair Jane Campbell
notes that the board’s selection
was “the culmination of a na-
tionwide search that brought in
an exceptional candidate pool.
She stood out for her deep un-
derstanding of GIV, unique
and diverse skill set, and pas-
sion and commitment to bring-
ing the outsized impact of this
powerful organization to future
generations of young people”

Frascoia takes over from

Kaomi Taylor Mitchell MPA,
GIV’s executive director
for the last 11 years, during
which GIV greatly expanded
its offerings and doubled
down on its educational eq-
uity mission. Kaomi reports,
“Elizabeth and I started in
leadership positions at GIV
at exactly the same time,
so she’s been a huge part of
guiding and executing GIV’s
recent successes and I've seen
firsthand the intelligence,
energy, resourcefulness,
and deep commitment she
brings. I foresee great things
to come!”

GIV held summer online
immersions in 2020 due
to the pandemic, and pro-
gramming for summer 2021
will be announced soon. All
Vermont 9th, 10th, and 11th
graders are eligible to apply,
and tuition is designed to be
affordable for every family.
To learn more, please visit
WWW.giv.org.

Everyone Eats relaunches
with continued partnerships

WESTMINSTER, Vt. - In
the dwindling days of 2020
with CARES Act funding
coming to an end, scores of
inquiries were placed to com-
munity organizers: Is Every-
one Eats ending? When will it
come back online? The part-
ners of Vermont Everyone
Eats are thrilled to announce
that this valuable program re-
sumed as of Monday, Jan. 18
thanks to recent fundraising.

This week, Vermont Agency
of Commerce and Commu-
nity Development allocated
$1.6 million to Southeastern
Vermont Community Action,
the Everyone Eats Program
administrator, to relaunch
programming. Though this
allocation only funds three
weeks of programming, part-
ners across the state includ-
ing the Scott administration
and Legislature are working
together to identify addi-
tional funding opportunities.
Partners agree on the goal of
funding the program through
the state of emergency.

Additional support has
come from the Vermont

Community Foundation from
its Covid-19 Response Fund and
independent donors have con-
tributed nearly $20,000.

Everyone Eats purchases to-
go meals from local restaurants
to feed Vermont communities.
Vermonters across the state have
celebrated how the program
creatively provides economic
support to restaurants and their
employees, new revenue op-
portunities for Vermont farm-
ers and food producers, and
nourishing meals served with
dignity and care to those seek-
ing assistance. In 2020, Everyone
Eats funded over 530,000 meals,
injecting $5.3 million into local
restaurants and nearly $500,000
to Vermont farms and food pro-
ducers.

According to Ted Brady, Dep-
uty Secretary of ACCD, “Every-
one Eats is a perfect example of
what makes Vermont special.
This creative public-private part-
nership has allowed communi-
ties all around the state to rise up
and support their local econo-
mies while caring for neighbors
in need of help. Volunteers, res-
taurant workers, farmers, orga-

nizers, and lawmakers can be
proud of how we have all united
to help one another. And we’re
going to keep at it

Food insecurity has skyrock-
eted during the Covid-19 crisis
with 1 in 3 Vermonters now re-
porting they have trouble getting
enough nourishing food. While
Everyone Eats does not solve
food insecurity, it has become
an important part of the relief
offered. VEE statewide coordi-
nator Jean Hamilton observes,
“This program has provided
clear evidence of the power of
strong communities. No one
can do it alone; together we are
more resilient. I hope participa-
tion in this program makes it
easier for folks to seek help from
other important resources like
3SquaresVT and School Meals.
All of these programs can help
you get through a tough time
and support the local economy”

Everyone Eats is operated in
all 14 counties by local com-
munity organizations. Program
relaunch plans vary. For more
information about Vermont Ev-
eryone Eats, visit www.vteveryo-
neeats.org.

The Vermont Women’s Fund 2021
funding opportunities

REGION - The Vermont
Women’s Fund announced
that it is now accepting ap-
plications for its 2021 grant
round from nonprofit orga-
nizations in Vermont that
advance economic opportu-
nities for women and girls.

Rick Strobl

Income Tax Preparation

Affordable ¢ Experienced ® Accurate ® Personal Attention
Direct Deposit
Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Earned Income Credit” “Self Employed”
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121
North Springfield, Vt Weathersfield, Vt
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Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security
UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com - info@llelectricservices.com

15 Barker St. Tel: 802-460-3479
Bellows Falls, VT 05101 Fax: 802-460-3480

Your donations and
purchases provide critical
services for low-income
residents in Windham and
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Discover the GOOD BUY STORES for Fall and Winter
items for the entire family. Recycle SHOP&SAVE $$
Donate Furniture Now! Tax deductable 10% off wfad

Virtual Knit Knite

S -', Every Thursday from 7-8pm
LALLM

a T Via Zoom

- Open:

[

Wednesday - Friday, 12-4
Saturday 10-4

www.SixLooselLadies.com

The 2021 competitive grant
program will award grants of
up to $10,000 for both specific
programs and general operat-
ing support that:

« Make pathways to economic
wellbeing more accessible and
affordable for all women and
girls.

o Invest in women’s economic
security and career prospects.

o Dismantle systemic barriers
to women’s economic wellbeing
and thriving in Vermont.

o Prioritize equity to support
women who face the greatest
barriers.

The Women’s Fund’s grant-
making is informed by the re-
search findings of Change The
Story, a statewide initiative
that has produced five major
reports on women’s economic
status in Vermont. That data,
coupled with the significant

gaps in women’s economic se-
curity caused by the Covid-19
pandemic, underscore the im-
portance of this grant round.

Established in 1994 as an
enduring legacy for Vermont
women and girls, the fund re-
mains the largest philanthropic
resource in the state dedicated
exclusively to this mission. A
volunteer council of people
from around Vermont advises
the fund and participates in its
grantmaking, fundraising, and
leadership work. The Vermont
Women’s Fund is a component
fund of the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation.

Details on the guidelines and
funding parameters are found
online at www.vermontwom-
ensfund.org/grantseekers/our-
grantmaking. Applications will
be accepted through March 19,
2021 at 5 p.m.
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Alfred Ducharme, 1950-2020

BARRE, Vt. - Alfred “Pete”
Ducharme, a longtime shore-
line resident, passed away sud-
denly Dec. 26, 2020. Pete was
bornin Barre, Vt., June 29, 1950.
He leaves behind his daughter
Nicole Ducharme, her partner
Shane Bartlett, and their chil-
dren Conner and Makenna
Bartlett; his son Andrew Duch-
arme and his daughter Emma
Ducharme; his significant other
Justine Lyons; his ex-wife and
friend Cheryl Livingston; and
his beloved dog Sammy. He will
be greatly missed.

Pete was self-employed and
owned a local community busi-
ness, AP Ducharme, where he
crafted monuments and head-
stones. He enjoyed hunting
and being outdoors, and he
always loved his home state of
Vermont. In his kids’ younger
years, he coached soccer and
was very involved in the Soccer
Club of Guilford.

Pete also spent many winters
on the Okemo Ski Patrol. He
was well respected as a talented
leader on the mountain - his
friends described him as the
heart and soul of the ski pa-
trol - and a source of wise,
thoughtful advice and men-
torship for many friends and
fellow patrollers. He was also
known for his witty and sarcas-
tic sense of humor, which kept
a smile on the face of anyone

s

Alfred Ducharme, 1950-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

around him.

Pete was a hardworking man
and a loving father, PaPup,
and friend. He will be missed
by many extended family and
friends in both Vermont and
Connecticut.

Due to the current state of
Connecticut guidelines, servic-
es will be held at a later date. In
lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions can be made to the
National Ski Patrol, 133 S Van
Gordon St., Ste. 100, Lakewood,
CO 80228, www.nspserves.org/
donate, or any other charitable
organization that reminds you
of Pete.

For more information or to
send online condolence for the
family, please visit www.Guil-
fordFuneralHome.com.

Walter E. Sharon, 1930-2020

WINDHAM, Vt. - Walter E.
Sharon, 90, of Route 121, died
Nov. 19, 2020 at the Jack By-
rnes Center in Lebanon, N.H.
He was born Jan. 26, 1930 in
East Wallingford, Vt., the son
of Edgar and Thelma (Colby)
Sharon.

Walter served in the United
States Army during the Ko-
rean Conflict and worked in a
marble quarry in Danby, Vt.,
White Mountain Paper in Bel-
lows Falls, the Fellows Gear
Shaper in Springfield, and for
the state of New Hampshire
Highway Department. Walter
was a member of the Industrial

Grange in Andover, Vt. and
also the Vermont State and Na-
tional Grange. He enjoyed fish-
ing and was a Red Sox fan.

On July 10, 1955 in Ludlow,
Vt., he married Elsie Wade who
survives. Walter is also survived
by his son Garry, two daughters
Darlene Kimball and Lisa Mar-
tell, two brothers Richard and
Robert Sharon, one sister Ethel
Holden, and eight grandchil-
dren.

There will be a service at
the convenience of the family.
Fenton & Hennessey Funeral
Home in Bellows Falls, Vt. is
assisting with arrangements.

CHURCH SERVICES

Cavendish Baptist Church, 2258 Main St.

Sunday services are 10 a.m. online or in person. If you attend
in-person, please wear a mask and practice physical distancing.
Extra masks are available. Online services are on Facebook

at 10 a.m. Go to www.facebook.com/Cavendish-Baptist-
Church-258814894244302. More at www.CavendishBaptist.

com or call 802-226-7131.

Chester Baptist Church, 162 Main St.
Sermons are available live Sunday at 10:30 a.m. on the
streaming page at www.chesterbaptist.org.

Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and High St.
Church has reopened for Sunday and weekday masses:
Saturday at 4:30 p.m., Sundays at 8 a.m., and 10 a.m. For
more information, go to www.okemovalleycatholicparishes.com

or call 802-228-3451.

Church of Christ, Rt. 11, 972 Chester Rd.

Sunday services are streamed online at 10 a.m. For more
information, go to Facebook @SpringfieldVTChurchofChrist.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St.

Sunday Liturgy has resumed at 9:30 a.m. and Saturday vespers
at 5 p.m. Please note, the church is limited to 50 participants.
For more information, call 802-885-2615.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
Sunday services have resumed at 10 a.m. with Rev. Mellen
Kennedy via Zoom. For more information, go to www.

uuspringfieldvt.org.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. via Zoom. For links and
updates, go to www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

The First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 US Rt. 5
Sunday services are online. For more information,

call 802-772-4148, or find us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/First-Congregational-Church-of-Westminster-

Inc-1506511432980057.

William J. Brown, 2021

CHARLESTOWN, NH. -
William J. Brown, “Boh” or
“Grumpy, 69, of Old Claremont
Road, passed away in his home
surrounded by his family Jan. 9,
2021. He bravely fought a tough
battle with lung cancer.

He leaves behind his loving
wife Debra Hastings and their
combined family plus 10 grand-
children. He was preceded by
his 19-year-old son Christopher
Brown in 1997.

He shared three children with
his first wife Janis Richard Car-
roll of Belmont, N.H., the late
Christopher Brown, Cheryl
Brown and her partner Bradley
Tenney and their son Troy, his
youngest daughter Stephanie
Brown and her daughters Jada
and Remy Nieters of Charles-
town. Four stepsons from his
marriage to Debra: Buddy Mo-
rel and son Brayden; Barry and
wife Nicole Morel and their
daughters Ava, Madison, and
Lillian; Billy Morel and daugh-
ters Paige, Emily, and Victoria
all of Charlestown, N.H., and
Jake Vienne and his fiancée Erin
McClammer of Wilmington,
N.C.

He enlisted in the U.S. Army
atage 17 and served a three-year
term of service including time
in Vietnam. He acquired many
levels of skill in his job history
but was most proficient in driv-
ing big tractor-trailers. His em-
ployment in this area included

———,
Emar,

William J. Brown, 2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Idlenot Dairy, Black River Pro-
duce, Smokeshire, BDR, Recycle
services, Blanc and Bailey, and
ADS of North Springfield.

His hobbies were woodwork-
ing, bowling, family, and riding
his Harley. Most recent enjoy-
ment was riding scooters with
his family and dog Mia.

Boh will be greatly missed by
many coworkers, friends, and
family. He had a great sense of
humor and loved joking around
with the young and old. He
laughed often, he never held
back on his advice or direction,
and he had an endless supply
of stories that could make you
laugh and cry. But most of all
he was a loving, loyal husband,
father, grandfather, and friend.

A graveside service will hap-
pen at a later date.

Anthony W. Nunes, 1951-2021

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - An-
thony W. Nunes, 69, passed away
unexpectedly at his home Mon-
day, Jan. 11, 2021. He was born
Nov. 8, 1951 in Springfield, Vt.,
the son of Anthony J. and Jo-
sephine (Rachiski) Nunes. He
attended  Springfield schools,
graduating from  Springfield
High School Class of 1969 as well
as completing the co-op course.

He was employed as a machin-
ist with Bryant Grinder, Jones &
Lamson, and Chamberlin Ma-
chine Tool. He enjoyed nature
and being outdoors, fishing,
walking, and photography. He
was a very creative person and
enjoyed DIY projects.

He is survived by his daughter
Jessica Blake and her husband
Westley of North Springfield;
one brother Stan Nunes and his
wife Robin of Springfield; three
sisters Jane Hoisington and her
husband Don of Lynchburg, Va.,
Rose Thow of Springfield, and
Sandy Thompson and her hus-
band Randy of Perkinsville; four

Anthony W. Nunes, 1951-2021.
PHOTO PROVIDED

grandchildren Aiden, Colin, Bri-
anna, and Zoey; Godson Leigh-
ton Alexander of Woodstock;
aunt Sophie Aumand and her
husband Turk of North Walpole,
N.H.; and also by many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

Services will be held at a later
date. Davis Memorial Chapel in
Springfield, Vt. is assisting with
arrangements.

Stanley J. Walasewicz, 1930-2021

CAVENDISH, Vt. - Stanley
J. Walasewicz, 90, passed away
Thursday evening, Jan. 14,
2021 at the Jack Byrne Center
in Lebanon, N.H. after a brief
illness. He was born June 20,
1930 in Cavendish, Vt., the
son of Anthony P. and Alexan-
dra (Stankiewicz) Walasewicz.
He attended primary school in
Cavendish and graduated from
Springfield High School Class
of 1948. Stanley served in the
United States Army during the
Korean War stationed in Eu-
rope.

On June 20, 1959, he mar-
ried Carol Lord at Holy Name
of Mary Catholic Church in
Proctorsville, Vt. They enjoyed
62 years together. Stanley was
employed at the Bryant Grinder
Co. in Springfield, Vt., retiring
after 43 years of service as se-
nior project engineer.

He loved the outdoors, en-
joyed golfing, hunting, fishing,
walking, biking, and gardening.
In his younger years, he enjoyed
softball and was the pitcher for

his team.

He is survived by his wife
Carol of Cavendish, son Ste-
phen Walasewicz of Weathers-
field, one sister Mary Krasof-
ski of Ashburnham, Mass., two
grandchildren Matthew and
Laura Walasewicz, and several
nieces, nephews, and cousins.
He was predeceased by one
brother and four sisters.

A funeral mass will be cel-
ebrated Monday, Jan. 25, 2021
at 11 am. at Annunciation
Church in Ludlow, Vt. Reverend
Thomas Mosher will officiate.

Burial will be in the Caven-
dish Village Cemetery in Cav-
endish, Vt. in the spring. Me-
morial contributions may be
made to the Jack Byrne Center
at D-H/Geisel Office of Devel-
opment, Attn: Gift Recording,
One Medical Center Drive, HB
7070 Lebanon, NH 03756-0001
or online at www.dartmouth-
hitchcock.org/donate.

Davis Memorial Chapel in
Springfield, Vt. is assisting with
arrangements.
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Robert C. Adams, 1928-2021

CHESTER, Vt. - Robert C.
Adams, 92, passed away unex-
pectedly at his home Monday,
Jan. 11, 2021. He was born Aug.
18, 1928 in Boston, Mass., the
son of Arthur Adams and Ruth
Davis.

He served in the United States
Army during World War II.
Robert was married to Hazel E.
Fuller. She predeceased him in
2004. He was employed in con-
struction for many years and
later employed with General
Castings in Charlestown, N.H.
for many years until his retire-
ment. He was a longtime mem-

ber of the Teamsters Union.
Robert enjoyed dancing.

He is survived by one son
Michael R. Adams of Ludlow,
seven grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, and two great-
great-grandchildren. He is also
survived by one sister Mary
Jane Maranda and nieces and
nephews. He was predeceased
by his father Arthur, mother
Ruth, and stepfather Joseph
Robinson.

Services will be held at the
convenience of the family. Da-
vis Memorial Chapel is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Gerald P. Kalanges, 1928-2021

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. - Ger-
ald P. Kalanges, 92, passed away
Monday, Jan. 11, 2021 at the
VA Medical Center in White
River Jct., Vt., after a brief ill-
ness. He was born July 16, 1928
in Springfield, Vt., the son of
Charles and Mary (Paquin) Ka-
langes. He attended Perkinsville
schools.

Prior to entering the service,
he worked at the Perkinsville
and Springfield Telephone and
Electric Companies as an elec-
trical lineman. He then served
in the United States Army dur-
ing the Korean War Era from
1950-1952 as an electrical line-
man. He served in the Army
Reserves from 1952-1957 and
was honorably discharged with
the rank of master sergeant.
Gerald was employed for 37
years in assembly at the Jones
& Lamson Machine Tool Com-
pany in Springfield from 1956-
1993.

He was married in 1956-1987
to Marilyn E. (Martin) Kalan-
ges (divorced), where he lived
in Woodstock, Vt., and then
moved back to Perkinsville un-
til his death.

He is survived by Deborah L.
Kalanges, daughter, Woodstock,
Vt.; Dawna L. (Kalanges) Ren-
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