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Merry Christmas!

BY BILL LOCKWOOD

The Shopper

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – With 
the pandemic restrictions, the 
Westminster Historical Soci-
ety has had to shut down ac-
cess to their historical exhibits. 
Their space at Town Hall and 
the historic Bradley Law Office 
have been closed to the public 
since last spring. But the vol-
unteers who staff the society 
have been busy on their com-
puters and devices bringing 
historic clothing patterns to 
accessibility in a modern way.
  Former Westminster resi-

dent Sonia Scott, an historic 
reenactor who, like many re-
creators, makes her own au-
thentic costumes, elected to do 
an internship with the society 
based on early 1800s clothing 
found in a trunk in the Bradley 
Law Office when the building 
was transferred to the society 
from the state of Vermont in 
2014.
  William Czar Bradley was a 

lawyer, teach-
er, and politi-
cian who is be-
lieved to have 
practiced law 
in the office 
from the time 
it was built 
around 1810 
until he retired 
in 1857. It then 
stood virtually 
untouched un-
til it was given 
to the state of 
Vermont from 
the estate of 
William Brad-
ley Willard 
in 1998. The 
trunk full of 
clothing and 
everything else 
in the building 
had apparently 
remained un-
opened and 
u n t o u c h e d 
until society 
members be-

gan exploring the building in 
2014. Despite some mouse 
and other minor damage, they 
were excited to find what they 
describe as “a snapshot of life 
in the early 1800s.” 
  Alice Caggaino, a member 

and volunteer with the society, 
says, “Sonia’s work is taking us 
into the 21st century with a 
new kind of offering.”
  Scott’s internship was in a 

program in pursuit of a certifi-
cate in Digital Curation from 
the Johns Hopkins University 
Advanced Academic Program 
in Baltimore, Md. She took 
pieces of the original clothing 
that had been found and creat-
ed digital patterns that reenac-
tors and historians can use to 
make authentic reproductions. 
She says she had the idea of 
making patterns when she first 
started reenacting in 2012, but 
she didn’t have the opportuni-
ty to do it until last year.
  She says she found similar 

projects using various soft-
ware programs, some of them 

3D, “But no one had used the 
drafting software I did to cre-
ate sewing patterns for surviv-
ing historical garments.” She 
worked primarily from May 
through August. She then 
worked with Dan Axtel of the 
society to upload images of her 
work on the society’s website.
  Caggaino says, “The society 

is delighted with the results of 
Sonia’s work. Since we have 
never engaged an intern be-
fore, this internship was a new 
experience for us… We all en-
joyed ourselves.”
  Scott is pleased as well. She 

says, “My hope is that collect-
ing and documenting surviv-
ing everyday clothing we can 
expand the breadth of repre-
sentation and quality of his-
torical interpretation. Most of 
the patterns available today are 
limited to simple garments, 
extravagant clothing belong-

ing to higher classes, or special 
garments that were worn on 
special occasions… However, 
in smaller institutions like 
Westminster Historical Soci-
ety more everyday or lower 
class garments were preserved 
accidentally like in the Bradley 
Law Office. Digitizing them 
with my process opens up a lot 
of possibilities, as the only cost 
is labor. All the software is free 
and open source and the only 
other things needed are decent 
math skills and a good tape 
measure.”
  Sonia’s work can be viewed 

on the Westminster Histori-
cal Society’s website, www.
westminstervthistory.org, or 
her resulting academic paper, 
“Fashioning Bygone Fash-
ions: Creating Digital Sewing 
Patterns from Historic Gar-
ments,” through Johns Hop-
kins University.

Westminster Historical Society digital clothing project

BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Covid-19 pandemic has af-
fected all of us in one way or 
another – physically, emotion-
ally, socially, and financially. It 
is therapeutic for community 
members to reflect, process, 
and share with others, the im-
pact of this global health crisis 
and its effects, and one of the 
most effective ways this can be 
accomplished is through the 
love, creativity, and communi-
cation of art. Enter the “Voices 
of Resilience” project.
  With this in mind, the ACEs 

in Action, a group of commu-
nity members and community 
service providers from northern 
Windham and southern Wind-
sor counties have been meet-
ing each month for a few years 

to promote education around 
adverse childhood experiences 
and building resilience.
  “When the pandemic hit, we 

struggled about what we could 
do. There were so many other 
organizations sharing informa-
tion, providing activity bags, 
and distributing food, and we 
didn’t want to duplicate those 
efforts,” Ellen Taetzsch said. 
Taetzsch works for an organi-
zation called Building Bright 
Futures and also contributes to 
ACEs in Action.
  “We know the healing power 

of telling your story and also 
hearing other stories, so we 
thought that through a project 
we could provide a little relief 
to the community and a time 
capsule for future generations. 
We also wanted to make sure 
that people could express them-
selves in all sorts of ways such 

as drawing, video, poem, inter-
view, and more.”
  Building Bright Futures 

looks at how the system sup-
ports children and their fami-
lies, and Taetzsch assists ACEs 
in Action as the point person 
for information and creating a 
subcommittee to work on the 
Voices of Resilience project. It 
is a collaborative effort between 
many organizations such as the 
Springfield Restorative Justice 
Program, Vermont’s Economic 
Services Division/Research UP, 
the Springfield School District, 
the Mount Ascutney Preven-
tion Partnership, and more.
  “This project brings together 

many partners to ensure that 
the community knows they are 
not alone and that together we 
can all make it through. I simply 
help to facilitate meetings and 
make sure that the information 

gets out to the people who are 
interested.”
  Voices of Resilience is an 

ongoing project and recently 
received a $3,000 grant to help 
support the work. Submissions 
are still being accepted with a 
likely deadline scheduled for 
the spring. “Currently, we are 
only accepting submissions on-
line due to Covid-19,” Taetzsch 
added.
  “We will display all that we 

receive on our website as long 
as the material is original work 
and appropriate for all ages. 
Eventually, if Covid and fund-
ing is in our favor, we would 
love to display the artworks 
in towns and create a book of 
works to share as well.”
  To learn more about the Voic-

es of Resilience project and to 
submit your works, visit www.
vtvoicesofresillience.org.

The Voices of Resilience
50-year anniversary

SAXTONS RIVER, 
Vt. – David and 
Maureen Waryas 
Robarge of Sax-
tons River, Vt. will 
be celebrating 
50 years of mar-
riage. They were 
married at St. 
Charles Church 
in Bellows Falls 
Dec. 31, 1970. 
They were the 
third generation 
to wed on this 
date. They have 
four children 
Becky and David 
Bryant, Joel and 
Shana Robarge, 
Melissa and 
Adam Benson, 
and Joshua and 

Nicole Robarge, and eight grandchildren David, Branden, Levi, 
Eden, Logan, Elizabeth, Bryce, and Addisyn. Happy Anniver-
sary!

PHOTO PROVIDED

A gown of early 1800s origin found in the trunk 
in the Bradley Law Office.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

neofnh.com

New England Outdoor Furnace
  Newport, NH 03773• •877 John Stark Highway

603-863-8818

Stainless
Outdoor
Wood

Furnace

neofnh.com

New England Outdoor Furnace
  Newport, NH 03773• •877 John Stark Highway

603-863-8818

Stainless
Outdoor
Wood

Furnace

THE BEST OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE EVER MADE

The Classic Edge Titanium HDX outdoor wood furnace is the most 

efficient outdoor wood furnace. It uses up to 60+% less wood 

and is cleaner-burning, easy to operate, and requires minimal 

maintenance (usually only a few minutes a week). The titanium-

enhanced stainless steel firebox is designed to last a lifetime. 

MyFireStar.com    The FireStar Controller with onboard wi-fi keeps 

you informed of your furnace’s performance and operation. 

Classic Edge Titanium HDX 

Outdoor Wood Furnace

Ludlow 802-228-4665  |  Rutland 802-775-0834  |  Walpole 603-445-5544

Vulcan 
Snow Shovel

18 in Steel Poly D-Grip 
Handle

#3379898 $13.99

$13.99

RM65 Roof 
Melt Tablets in 

a Bucket

#3752268 $24.99

$24.99

Oscillating 
Parabolic Heater

400/800W
#9948605 $49.99

$49.99

Non-Toxic Hand 
Warmer, 135Deg 
F average, 7hr

#8243966 $6.99

$6.99
$1.99

Windshield 
Washer Fluid,

1 gal

#9381179 $1.99

Full service company equipped to meet 

all your plumbing and heating needs

 

Oil • Propane • Diesel • Kerosene  

Wood/Pellet Stoves • Boilers

Bellows Falls, VT • 802-463-3166 • JamesFuels.com

Delivering the Gift of Warmth
this Holiday Season

Serving Vermont & New Hampshire Since 1972

800-831-8883
cushingandsons.com

Dependable Water Wells and Pump Systems

Water Treatment • GEO Thermal Systems
Services and Repairs • Fast Service

We’re Here to Help YOU!

802-775-2552
131 Strongs Ave, Rutland, VT

The Emporium Tobacco 
& Gift Shop

Humidified Premium Cigars | Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha | Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes | Smoking Accessories

Vaporizers & Concentrates | E-Cigs & E-Pipes

Springfield resident named to 

Dean’s List
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Ashley Quelch, a Springfield High 

School graduate and a current sophomore at Franklin Pierce 
University, has been named to the Dean’s List for the 2020 fall 
semester. Ashley is a psychology major and finished with a 
3.82 GPA for the semester. Ashley is the daughter of Shawn 
and Ania Quelch of North Springfield.

BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Dec. 15, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard discussed the 
Rockingham Free Public Li-
brary budget and future mainte-
nance for the Town Hall.
  Municipal Manager Scott 

Pickup explained that three flat 
sections of the Town Hall roof 
needed new membranes cost-
ing $120,000 and other repairs 
included brick pointing for 
$16,000, and the clock area for 
$10,000.
  Chair Gaetano Putignano said 

that brick pointing was in the 
budget.
  Library director Celina 

Houlne presented the fiscal year 
2022 library budget proposal 
of $428,286 level-funded with 
tax appropriation of $379,250 
with a total budget decrease of 
$13,425.
  She explained that last year 

fiscal 2020 ended up under 
budget, but she projected that 
the current budget of fiscal 
2021 would be over by $8,600 
due to the unplanned cut to tax 
appropriation. She said the li-
brary would continue fundrais-
ing with the annual appeal and 

book sale.
  Peter Golec appreciated that 

salaries were consistent, but was 
“confused that with Covid [the 
budget was] still at 25% of salary 
and benefits.”
  Putignano wondered if there 

were any custodial, heating, 
and cooling savings and asked, 
“Wouldn’t it be under budget?” 
since with the library was closed.
  Houlne explained that al-

though the library was closed to 
the public through July, they of-
fered curbside service in April, 
which was “labor intensive,” and 
library staff worked in the build-
ing every day, Monday through 

Friday. She felt the budget was 
responsible and explained they 
were very busy offering online 
services.
  Houlne said, “We did cut ma-

terials, but we didn’t want to be 
too drastic,” and said about next 
year, “I hate to cut any further 
than this when the demand is 
going to be even greater.”
  Putignano said, “I’m person-

ally not prepared to accept this 
budget.” He explained that many 
of the town’s departments were 
“providing 100% service...at a 
significantly reduced budget.”
  He continued, “Through hard 

work...we’ve reduced spending. 

I don’t see that here in this bud-
get.”
  Susan Hammond clarified, 

“Library staff were very busy 
working on reaching out to 
community members, accessing 
Covid-19 relief programs,” dur-
ing the beginning of the pan-
demic.
  Putignano said the majority of 

spending on fiscal 2021 was on 
the facility and staff.
  Houlne explained they pro-

vided information for Rock-
ingham Help and Helpers. “We 
answered a lot of reference calls 
to support local community 
groups and our residents...We 

need the staff to provide all of 
these services.”
  Ben Masure said, “I agree the 

budget seems high for what’s 
going on right now. I person-
ally think the library budget has 
been way too high for years.”
  Peter Golec suggested instead 

of going line by line, the board 
give reductions to each depart-
ment. Pickup agreed they could 
work on that but explained that 
further reductions might elimi-
nate programs.
  The Selectboard’s next meet-

ing is Tuesday, Jan. 5. The Joint 
Board meeting is Tuesday, Dec. 
29 at 6 p.m.

Rockingham Selectboard discuss library budget proposal

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – It 
is a pleasure to announce that 
Birgess Schemm has been 
named the November Elks 
Student of the Month for Bel-
lows Falls Union High School. 
Birgess, a senior, is the daughter 
of Oliver Schemm of Grafton.
  An extremely talented stu-

dent who dedicates herself to 
any task that is asked of her, 
Birgess’s greatest strengths in-
clude academics and a strong 
work ethic. She is thoughtful, 
attentive to detail, and is never 
afraid to ask questions or lead 
class discussions. Always will-
ing to put in the time to im-
prove, Birgess actively seeks 
feedback and produces quality 
work that exceeds expectations.
  One of Birgess’s greatest at-

tributes is her sense of humil-

ity, and she is a pleasure to 
have in class. She is never one 
to boast about her accomplish-
ments, and she accepts praise 
graciously with a polite smile. 
She is, in the true sense of the 
phrase, a well-rounded young 
woman. Birgess has such a pos-
itive attitude, and she lifts peo-
ple up. It is amazing to witness 
a young woman of her age who 
transcends life challenges in 
the way that she does. Instead 
of judging, she understands. 
She comes to school every day, 
ready to learn as an active par-
ticipant in class, and she is well 
respected by the BFUHS com-
munity.
  As a true leader, Birgess is a 

positive role model to all. She is 
a valued member of the school’s 
Student Council. She brings 

creativity to the group, a 
plethora of unique ideas, 
and the willingness to par-
ticipate in all fundraisers and 
community-based activities. 
Birgess is also a four-year 
varsity player for our school’s 
soccer team, and in addition 
to this, she also joined the 
cross-country team this fall. 
Always interested in improv-
ing BFUHS and the general 
community, Birgess consis-
tently participates in com-
munity service and commu-
nity outreach activities.
  Clearly deserving of this 

award, BFUHS and the Elks 
are proud to have Birgess 
represent us this month.

Birgess Schemm is BFUHS 
Student of the Month

Birgess Schemm.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Pierce-Lawton Unit 37 
American Legion Auxiliary 
is supporting local student 
Emma Graham of Bellows 
Falls Union High School in 
her campaign to fundraise for 
Stop Soldier Suicide.
  Auxiliary Present Marcy 

Smith will mentor Graham, 
and Unit 37 will be assist-
ing Emma with her project. 
Recently, they kicked off her 
fundraising campaign, and 
they challenge local business-
es to participate.
  In her own words, Graham 

writes, “My name is Emma 
Graham, and I am a senior 
at Bellows Falls Union High 
School. Here at BFUHS, 
we must complete a senior 
project in order to graduate. 
There aren’t many restrictions 
on what you may choose to 
do for a senior project, but it 
should be something that in-
terests you and you enjoy do-
ing.

  “For my senior project, I have 
decided to bike to raise money 
for veteran suicide prevention. 
This is a meaningful cause to me 
and I am hoping to raise aware-
ness on the importance of ad-
dressing the mental wellness of 
our veterans and making sure 
they have the resources they 
need to live a quality life. Vet-
erans have a 50% higher suicide 

rate than the national average, 
and the least we can do is show 
them our support and help re-
duce this number. No one who 
has served our country should 
ever feel alone.
  “I am looking for donations 

from local businesses to help 
make this project a success. My 
goal is to bike 500 miles, and a 
small donation can be made for 
every mile I bike. Due to the 
weather, I will be biking on my 
stationary bike and tracking the 
miles on my phone. I am hop-
ing to raise $1,000, and I plan on 
donating the money to Stop Sol-
dier Suicide, a veteran founded 
organization that is leading the 
fight against soldier suicide by 
providing the mental health sup-
port and personalized care our 
veterans need.
  “Please contact me if you 

would like to contribute to my 
cause. My phone number is 802-
289-9447 and my email is emma.
graham@wnesu.com. Thank 
you for your consideration.”

American Legion Auxiliary kicks 
off BFUHS senior project

  ATI youth work to inspire 
people to make healthy choices 
through fun, engaging, and 
educational activities, with an 
emphasis on substance use pre-
vention. Twice a year these stu-
dents organize a Sticker Shock 
campaign. This activity is de-
signed to deter adults from pur-
chasing alcohol for minors. We 
partner with local businesses to 
have ATI students go into their 
stores and place stickers that 
contain information about the 
penalties and negative effects 
associated with distributing al-
cohol to minors. It also serves 
as a reminder that providing for 
minors is illegal and could re-
sult in up to $2,000 in fines and 
a two-year prison sentence.
  This winter’s sticker shock 

looked like none before. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, what is 
normally a large social activity 
became a small personal one. 
A team of one adult and one 
student met at the retailer clos-
est to that student’s home, in an 
effort to reduce transportation 
barriers. While Covid-19 re-
strictions limited turnout, par-
ticipating youth commented on 
how nice it was to “have some-
thing to do.”
  During the event, students 

shared some compelling data 
from the 2019 Youth Risk Be-
havior Survey on underage 
drinking with store manage-
ment, including the fact that 
70% of Windham County high-
schoolers believe that it would 
be easy for them to get alcohol. 
This ease of access likely con-
tributes to Windham County’s 
higher rates of youth alcohol 
use and binge drinking com-
pared to the Vermont state av-
erage.
  Thrives staff and Leland & 

Gray ATI youth would like to 
thank our partners River Bend 
Farm Market (Townshend), 
Harmonyville Store, Newfane 
Market, and D&K’s Jamaica 
Grocery for recognizing the 
need to remind adults about 
the ramifications of distributing 
alcohol to minors and for their 
continued support of our Stick-
er Shock campaign. As we head 
into the holiday season, this re-
minder is especially important 
to help keep our communities’ 
youth and young adults safe and 
healthy.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Dur-
ing the first weeks of De-
cember, West River Valley 
Thrives staff and members of 
Leland and Gray’s Above the 

Influence youth group donned 
masks and loaded up with hand 
sanitizer to do a modified ver-
sion of its Bi-Annual Sticker 
Shock campaign.

WRVT Sticker Shock campaign

Emma Graham. 
PHOTO PROVIDED
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

FARMS

802-722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

We wish you all a safe and warm 
Holiday Season! Happy New Year, and 

Thank You for a wonderful year!

Open 7 Days a Week

Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 off I-91 • Westminster, VT

Home of the best Cider Donuts

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic Hammer for  
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

It’s the wood that makes it good!

802-558-9489
Mount Holly, Vermont

We have Closed our Ludlow Retail Location, but

We’re Still Smoking!
Call us today for your BBQ Catering Needs

Catering - Concessions - Corporate - BBQ Competitions

Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

1-888-922-1035

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Gov. 
Phil Scott has signed an execu-
tive order creating the 250th 
Anniversary Commission to 
plan, coordinate, and promote 
observances and activities 
that commemorate the his-
toric events associated with the 
American Revolution in Ver-
mont.
  The year 2026 will mark the 

250th anniversary of the sign-
ing of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the formation of 
the United States of America. 
Vermonters played a signifi-
cant role in the colonists’ as-
sertion for independence from 
Great Britain, from the Green 
Mountain Boys successful as-
sault at Fort Ticonderoga to the 
Battle of Hubbardton, and to 
the Battle of Bennington where 
Vermont troops helped defeat a 
British force to set up the victo-
ries that turned the war in favor 
of the new Americans.
  To observe these events, Ver-

mont will be joining other states 
and the U.S. Semiquincenten-
nial Commission to encour-
age remembrance of our past, 
celebrate the present, and look 
forward to a promising future.
  “I want to thank Gov. Scott 

for his continued commitment 
to the 250th anniversary cele-
bration. Creating the Commis-

sion through an executive order 
will allow us to begin planning 
for events and celebrations,” 
said Vermont State Senator 
Dick Sears.
  “Bennington will play an im-

portant part in Vermont’s 250th 
anniversary celebration because 
of our incredible history, nota-
bly highlighted by the activities 
related to the Battle of Benning-
ton. As we continue to deal with 
Covid-19 and its challenges, the 
planning for this statewide cele-
bration shall be a positive focus 
for Vermonters,” said Benning-
ton State Representative Mary 
Morrissey.
  The Vermont 250th Anniver-

sary Commission will engage 
residents, visitors, educators 
and students, cultural institu-
tions, historical societies, the 
business community, and our 
state and local governments to 

participate in the recognition of 
the importance of our nation’s 
fight for freedom and how it 
still resonates in society today.
  The Commission will be 

comprised of the commissioner 
of the Vermont Department of 
Tourism and Marketing, the 
state historic preservation of-
ficer, the state librarian, repre-
sentatives of the Vermont His-
torical Society, the University of 
Vermont, as well as appointed 
representatives of geographic 
and racial diversity. This mem-
bership will include a Revolu-
tionary War historian, member 
of a Revolutionary War reenact-
ment group, representative of a 
Vermont History Museum, and 
members of the Vermont Com-
mission on Native American 
Affairs. Planning shall begin in 
2021 to launch our celebrations 
for 2025-2027.

Gov. Scott creating 250th 
Anniversary Commission

  Well, we finally 
had a good storm. 
How did you han-
dle it? Below is 
how friends and I 
dealt with it.

  My place
  Route 11, where 

I live, was snow 
covered with very 
few venturing out. 
Mainly all I saw 
were plow trucks 
out earning a liv-
ing. It was after 
dark when I looked 
out in my drive-
way.
  Reggie Munson, 

my plowman, was 
stuck in the mouth 
of my driveway. I 
hurriedly went out 
to see if I could 
help. I threw on 
my coat and Sorels. 
I didn’t bother ty-
ing them. I waded 
through the waist deep snow 
towards Reggie. Reggie said, 
“It’s ok, Ronnie, I called a 
friend to pull me out.”
  I continued forward but 

somehow managed to fall 
over backwards. Here I 
floundered. Reggie said, 
“Ronnie, do you need help?”
  “No, I’ll make it,” I replied. 

As I thrashed around in the 
snow, I dug in deeper. I laid 
in the snow attempting to do 
sit-ups so I could get up to 
no avail.
  Finally, I rolled over and 

put my bare hands down 
to push myself up on my 
hands and knees. Henry says 
I picked a hell of a time to 
make snow angels. I had a 
shovelful of snow down my 
butt and a shovelful down 
the back of my neck. I was 
soaked when I came in. I got 
38 inches at my place.

  Popple Dungeon bus
  I got to recalling storms 

from decades ago. In grade 
school, school was seldom 
canceled by a storm. Then 
I remembered the Popple 
Dungeon school bus.

kids that rode the bus. The 
town didn’t plow the road to 
her house in those days. Kids 
walked quite a distance to the 
bus stop.
  Nancy told me in mud sea-

son Rapid would park the bus 
and walk the kids home. Rapid 
lived just south of the post of-
fice and was janitor at the high 
school.

  Kim Kendall
  I called Kim Thursday at the 

height of the storm. Kim has a 
lady, Teresa, who does chores 
for him. Teresa was there when 
I called. Kim told me he hadn’t 
been plowed out when he saw 
Teresa coming down 103 with 
her blinker on. She drives a 
larger four-wheel-drive pickup.
  “No, Teresa, don’t try it,” 

Kim said to himself. She busted 
through the snowbank from 
the state plow and made it 
into the driveway, where she 
got stuck. Teresa waded in the 
waist deep snow to Kim’s. She 
got a shovel and began shovel-
ing Kim’s ramp so he could get 
out if need be.
  When she came in, she was 

soaked. She works week day 

mornings for a 
couple hours do-
ing whatever Kim 
needs. She comes 
back at 5 p.m. to 
fix Kim’s supper. 
She brings in 
his wood, does 
dishes, laundry, 
or whatever is 
needed. Teresa is 
a Vermont girl.

  Danny Clem-
ons
  I called Danny 

during the storm 
to see how he 
was making out. 
Danny lives at 
Riverside Apart-
ments in Bellows 
Falls. Danny al-
ways goes out in 
the parking lot to 
clear snow off his 
car. While there, 
he cleans off a 
couple other cars 

of older residents.
  Danny went out to clear off 

his car Thursday. The plow 
truck had made an earlier 
pass creating a mess around 
the parked cars. Danny start-
ed to clear off his car when 
he broke the handle on his 
snowbrush. He went back in-
side and removed the handle 
from his mop and duct taped 
it to the snowbrush. As Dan-
ny said, “Now I could reach 
further.”
  Danny told me there was 

a tent set up near the hotel 
in the square. When Danny 
drove by, it had collapsed un-
der the weight of the snow. 
What a surprise. Later the 
tent was resurrected.
  Recently I’ve had numer-

ous requests for my “Volume 
1 Local History” book. I’ve 
been sold out for some time 
so I had them reprinted. 
They are available at Stone 
House Antiques Center and 
Blair Books & More.

  This week’s old saying: 
“Snow is the poor man’s fer-
tilizer.”

Perils of the plowman

  I called my classmate 
Nancy Watkins Lockerby 
for her memories. Nancy 
grew up in the Dungeon. 
Harold Rowe drove the 
Dungeon bus. Everyone 
knew Harold as Rapid 
Rowe.
  Rapid was no speed 

demon. I remember the 
Dungeon bus was often 
the last bus to arrive at 
school during a storm.
  There were times when 

Rapid had to put tire 
chains on the bus to get 
through. Try to imagine 
lying on your back in the 
snow putting tire chains 
on.
  Nancy named all the 

Ron Patch had some digging to do. How much snow 
did you get?
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Dear Editor,

  One aspect of Vermont news 
is complaints that thousands 
in Vermont will lose out if the 
federal government does not 
enact a new stimulus that pro-
vides further unemployment 
benefits.
  Yes, that is a real possibility. 

Of course, Vermont’s Demo-
crat Senators Leahy and Sand-
ers and Representative Welch 
bear responsibility for that out-
come, since they hang tough 
with the Democrat leadership 
in refusing to agree to a com-
promise on a new stimulus. 
So any Vermonters adversely 
affected should contact their 
senators and representative 
with demands to pass the new 

stimulus that the – gasp! – Re-
publicans are in favor of.
  But Vermont has it within 

its power to correct the prob-
lem. The new General As-
sembly, as usual overwhelm-
ingly Democrat, could simply 
provide for payments to those 
unemployed in place of what 
the Unemployment Insur-
ance system would otherwise 
grant. No, this doesn’t have to 
be through the UI system, but 
could be a simple Covid-based 
relief measure. Even if the gov-
ernor doesn’t agree, the Legis-
lature seems to have its usual 
Democrat margin to override 
a veto.
  This would be Vermont’s 

opportunity to be really, re-
ally, a national leader in be-
ing independent of the Feds, 
not with some picayune an-
ti-global warming thing, but 
with real hands on for real 
people. It’d be the sort of 
thing for which Vermonters 
used to be proud, not with a 
continual hand out to Wash-
ington and whining that the 
potentates on the Potomac 
aren’t handing out the lar-
gess fast enough.
  Let’s hear it for Vermont-

ers helping Vermonters.

Sincerely,
Bruce Graham
Chester, Vt.

PLYMOUTH, Vt. – Dur-
ing a recent interview on 
Spotlight, a local TV pro-
gram carried by Okemo 
Valley TV, Tesha Buss de-
scribed her new book, “Un-
commonly Good,” about the 
creation of Good Commons 
in Plymouth along with 
a large number of recipes 
originated at Good Com-
mons.
  Along with her co-author 

Matthew Wexler, the book 
covers much of the history 
of the creation and devel-
opment of Good Commons 
along with a number of per-
sonal notes by both Tesha 
and Matthew. Interspersed 
with these colorful notes are 
recipes developed at Good 
Commons.
  Of particular interest was 

how the book ties Tesha’s life 
on an Illinois farm to her 
ideas of what made good 

food. In particular, her de-
scription of preparing meatloaf 
on the farm was an indicator of 
her future interest in food. “My 
mom was an excellent cook…
Together, we indulged in raw 
meatloaf on a saltine cracker 
before it went into the loaf pan 
to cook. I guess this was the 
genesis of my love affair with 
steak tartare.”
  Tesha also described how the 

tropical storm Irene impacted 
the Good Commons and how 
she was able to recover from 
the damage to the building.
  She outlined how she came 

to purchase a bus on eBay to 
transport guests from New 
York City to Good Commons. 
She noted that she would not 
recommend buying a bus from 
eBay due to the mechanical 
problems it had.
  Some of the recipes in the 

book include Magic Hat Meat-
balls, pork stuffed pork, spiced 

popcorn, unstoppable onion 
rings, and baked egg casserole. 
All of the recipes are preceded 
by notes Tesha or Matthew on 
how or why this recipe came 
into being.
  Spotlight host Ralph Pace 

noted, “This is the most fas-
cinating cookbook I’ve ever 
read. Rather than simply list 
ingredients and cooking di-
rections, it relates each recipe 
to the personal motivation for 
creating the recipe.” He also 
praised the authors for using 
ingredients that were, for the 
most part, easily obtained. “As 
much as I admire Julia Child’s 
recipes, I found these recipes 
using ingredients like catsup 
and canned tomatoes that 
made the preparation process 
so much easier without com-
promising the quality of dish.”
  Tesha had previously been 

a guest of the Ludlow Rotary 
Club at its Zoom meeting.

Tesha Buss publishes book 
on Good Commons

REGION – The Crown Point 
Board of Realtors has had a busy 
year. While we have not had the 
opportunity to meet in person at 
our monthly meetings, 2020 has 
been a busy one. Realtors have 
stayed busy with homes selling 
and have rallied to give back 
to the community. The Crown 
Point Board serves Chester, 
Ludlow, Cavendish, Springfield, 
Mount Holly, Rockingham, and 
Andover.
  In two major fundraisers real-

tors have currently raised nearly 
$10,000 for many local services 
including over $2,000 to local 
schools and have an ongoing 
drive totaling nearly $2,000 for 
local food shelves. Other money 
raised also supports our Sammy 
Pierce Scholarship fund and 
Community Fund.
  Each year, the Crown Point 

Board gives two $1,000 scholar-
ships in honor of Sammy Pierce, 
a former member of the board. 
Sammy Pierce believed commu-
nity service was important. The 

recipients of the scholarships are 
high school students who are 
chosen based on their commit-
ment to the community.
  The CPBR also honored two 

of their own this year: longtime 
member Phil Atwood of Bar-
rett and Valley retired. A card 
shower and bird feeder was giv-
en to Phil in recognition of his 
longtime service. Phil has been 
an active member of the board 
and his presence will be missed 
at meetings where he has played 
“auctioneer” for our Sammy 
Pierce Scholarship monthly 
auction.
  The board also honored in-

coming President Lisa Kelley 
of Cummings and Co as their 
2020 Realtor of the Year. This 
award is given to one recipi-
ent who exemplifies commit-
ment to real estate, service to 
the board and community. 
Lisa has been a realtor for 
over 15 years and has been 
very active in the board and 
in service to the community.
  As we look forward to 

2021, we don’t know what the 
real estate market will look 
like. We hope though that all 
those in our community will 
enjoy a safe, healthy, and hap-
py new year. 

Crown Point Board of Realtors 
honors two members and 
gives back

Lisa Kelley was named 2020 Realtor of the Year.
PHOTO PROVIDED

REGION – The South 
Central Vermont Board of 
Realtors announced that 
they have donated a total of 
$18,475 to seven area food 
pantries to help communi-
ties impacted by Covid-19. 
As a result of the pandemic, 
food insecurity rates and 
reliance on food shelves are 
skyrocketing.
  Typically, on any other 

given year, the South Central 
Vermont Board of Realtors 
collects donations at each of 
their meetings; however, this 
year the board was not able 
to meet in person so they 
decided to form a fundrais-

ing committee and that com-
mittee far surpassed their goal 
of $10,000!
  Diane Allen of the Jamaica/

Wardsboro Food Pantry stated 
that for the holidays they are 
handing out hams but, with the 
money raised from SCVBR, 
they will be able to now also of-
fer side dishes and fruit.
  Scott Winslow of the Greater 

Bennington Interfaith Com-
munity Services says, “Every 
year, GBICS kitchen cupboard 
serves almost 1,000 families 
struggling with food security. 
Serving an average of about 100 

shoppers per week, our great-
est need is sustainable funding 
for buying food, most of which 
we get wholesale from the Ver-
mont Food Bank. We also have 
a great partner in mighty food 
farm in Shaftsbury, who keep 
us stocked with fresh, local 
produce during the growing 
season. Of course the greatest 
risk to the program right now 
is Covid, but continuing com-
munity support helps keep us 
running.”
  2020 has been a difficult year 

for so many. If you are able to, 
please help others in need.

South Central Vermont Board 
of Realtors donates to local 
food shelves

South Central Vermont Board of Realtors donates to local food 
shelves.

PHOTO PROVIDED



CHRISTMAS SERVICES

Henry D. Clark, 1939-2020

Gene H. Williams, 1932-2020

Ronald L. Jackson, 1966-2020

Bonnie Mae Kunesch, 1960-2020

obituaries
December 23, 2020 | 5AThe Vermont Journal/The Shopper

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

OBITUARIES

Due by Monday 12 p.m. 

Email to editor@vermontjournal.com

Basic 200-word Obituary $50
$0.20/word after 200

Black and White Photo $10

Death Notices, Funeral Services, 

CHURCH SERVICES: We are currently running Social Dis-
tancing Church Services on an alternating schedule. Subject to 
space. All services are posted online at www.VermontJournal.
com.

Building Quality Custom Homes of Exceptional Value

25 Years of Fine Residential Construction

Chester, VT 05143

802-875-5240
CrownPointBuilders.com

Additions • Renovations • Kitchens • Decks & Patios
Custom Designs • Full Design Services

Mark Mitchell Ken Duffy

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Henry David Clark, 81, of Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., passed away sur-
rounded by his family Monday, 
Dec. 14, 2020. Henry was born 
March 7, 1939, in Westminster 
West, Vt., to Clarence Edward 
Clark and Olive Agnes Kinney.
  He was well respected 

throughout the community of 
Bellows Falls and was an ac-
tive member of the Bellows 
Falls Moose Lodge No. 527. 
He was awarded “Moose of the 
Year” for 2012-2013. Henry 
also served in the National 
Guard. He loved to fish, watch 
his Westerns, and he enjoyed 
sitting with his friends at the 
American Legion Auxiliary 
and the Polish Club. He was 
a supporter of many charities 
including Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion and Make-A-Wish, play-
ing in their golf tournaments 
every year. He was a loving 
husband, father, grandfather, 
great-grandfather, and friend 
to all who knew him.
  Henry was preceded in death 

by his wife, Carol Clark (Da-
vis), whom he married June 
16, 1962; his parents; brothers 
Francis Mounsey, Raymond 
Mounsey, Stanley Clark, Bur-
ton Clark Sr., Joseph Clark; and 
sister Martha Simonds.

  Henry and Carol have four 
surviving children Tammie 
Clark of Alstead, N.H., David 
Clark of Rockingham, Vt., Tim 
Clark and wife Kim of Spring-
field, Vt., and Michael Clark 
and husband Sam of Brattle-
boro, Vt.; his sisters Isabell 
Croteau of Westminster West, 
Vt., and Jean Olive Clark of 
Westminster, Vt.; and numer-
ous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
  Services to be determined in 

the spring. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial donations may be 
made to Make-A-Wish Foun-
dation of Vermont, 431 Pine 
St., Burlington, VT 05401.

Henry D. Clark, 1939-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. – On Mon-
day, Dec. 14, 2020, Ronald Lee 
Jackson, loving husband and 
father, passed away at the age 
of 54. Ron was born April 12, 
1966, in Waterville, Maine to 
Bruce and Aloma (Stimpson) 
Jackson.
  Ron studied math and com-

puter science at Colby College, 
graduating in 1988. He has 
worked at ARIS Solutions for 
nine years in the IT depart-
ment, eventually becoming the 
IT manager. He married Laurie 
Balch June 20, 1998, in Ches-
ter, Vt. They made a life in Top-

sham, Maine until 2007 when 
they moved back to Vermont 
to help run the family farm.
  Ron is survived by his father 

Bruce, mother Aloma, siblings 
Mark and Karen, devoted wife 
Laurie, and two daughters 
Rose and Pearl.
  There will be a private fam-

ily service at a later date. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Southern Vermont 
Astronomy Group, P.O. Box 
92, Chester, VT 05143. Their 
website is www.sovera.org.
  Davis Memorial Chapel is as-

sisting with the arrangements.

ATHENS, Vt. – Bonnie Mae 
Kunesch died peacefully Dec. 
11, 2020 at her home. She was 
born June 5, 1960, in North 
Hampton, Mass., the daugh-
ter of Donald C. Bergquist and 
Helen Mae. She attended Bel-
lows Falls High School and be-
came a certified nurse’s assistant 
working at the Nichols Shel-
ter in Edgewood, Md. and the 
Springfield Health and Rehab in 
Springfield, Vt.
  Bonnie is survived by her 

husband Donald; four stepsons 
Daniel, Donald Jr., Gregory 
Kunesch, and Kyle Towle; two 
daughters Chrystal Amidon 
and Melissa Hare; one brother 
Ron Vorce; three sisters Bar-
bara Smith, Diane Swan, Donna 
Fernet, and eight grandchildren.
  Services will be held at the 

convenience of the family. 
Fenton & Hennessey Funeral 
Home, 55 Westminster St., Bel-
lows Falls, Vt., will be assisting 
with the arrangements.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gene 
H. Williams, 88, formerly of 
Springfield passed away peace-
fully Monday evening, Dec. 
14, 2020 at his home in Sax-
tons River, Vt., surrounded by 
his loving family. He was born 
March 6, 1932 in Springfield, 
Vt., the son of Wendell and 
Alberta (Adams) Williams. He 
attended Springfield Schools, 
graduating from Springfield 
High School, Class of 1950, and 
attended the University of Ver-
mont. He served in the United 
States Army from 1954 to 1956.
  On June 16, 1956, he mar-

ried Ann E. Dixon. She prede-
ceased him Feb. 20, 2007. On 
June 12, 2010, he married Mary 
(Jordon) Kinney. Gene was em-
ployed as a design engineer in 
fluid power at Bryant Grinder 
Company in Springfield, Vt., 
retiring in 1995.
  Gene loved his family and 

enjoyed seeing them succeed 
in life. He enjoyed tinkering, 
gardening, yard work, and be-
ing outdoors. He also enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, golfing, and 
spending time at Lake Sunapee. 
He was an avid Red Sox and Pa-
triots fan.
  He is survived by his wife 

Mary; son Howard Williams 
of Springfield; two daughters 
Karen Hamner of Lompoc, Ca-
lif. and Dianne Kashiwabara 
of Bedford, N.H.; three step-
children Gary Kinney, Peter 
Kinney, and Diane Comstock; 
two brothers Glenn Williams 

of Springfield and Galen Wil-
liams of North Springfield; 
nine grandchildren, five great-
grandchildren, six step-grand-
children and nine step-great-
grandchildren.
  A graveside service was held 

Dec. 19, 2020 at the Oakland 
Cemetery in Springfield, Vt. 
Reverend Susie Webster-Tole-
no officiated. A celebration of 
life service will be held at a later 
date in 2021.
  Memorial contributions may 

be made to the Parkinson’s 
Foundation, 200 SE 1st Street, 
Suite 800, Miami, FL 33131; 
to the Jimmy Fund, P.O. Box 
849168, Boston, MA 02284-
9168; or to Bayada Hospice, 
1222 Putney Rd., Suite 107, 
Brattleboro, VT 05301.
  Arrangements are under the 

direction of the Davis Memo-
rial Chapel in Springfield, Vt.

Gene H. Williams, 1932-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

REGION
ECCO collaborative Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve at 7 p.m., members of United Church of 
Ludlow, the First Congregational Church UCC of Springfield, the 
United Church of Bellows Falls UCC, the Grafton Community 
Church, and the Acworth Congregational Church will each 
contribute a scripture reading and Christmas music in a virtual 
service. The service will be broadcasted on Fact TV, Okemo 
Valley TV, and SAPA TV as well as the churches’ websites.

ASCUTNEY
Brownsville Community United Methodist Church, 66 
Brownsville-Hartland Rd.
On Thursday, Dec. 24, there will be a Christmas Eve service 
outside the Brownsville Community Church at 7 p.m. The service 
will include special music from guest Ben Fuller and more. The 
service will also be live-streamed on the church’s Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/brownsvillecommunitychurch.

BELLOWS FALLS
Immanuel Episcopal Church, 20 Church St.
Join us for Lessons and Carols Christmas Eve at 4 p.m. 
via Zoom. The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated so you’re 
encouraged to join us by bringing “Communion to your table.” 
Bring a piece of bread, roll, or a donut, and a small portion of 
wine or grape juice and participate in the Great Thanksgiving. 
Email immanuelepiscopal@gmail.com to be invited into the 
service.

LONDONDERRY
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry, Vt.
The Christmas Eve service will be live-streamed at 6 p.m. at 
www.firstbaptistslondonderryvt.org/streaming-worship.html. For 
more information, visit www.firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or call 
802-856-7266.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 2051 N. 
Main St.
A Christmas Eve service will be prerecorded and 
available to view Dec. 24 after 5:30 p.m. Go to 
www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org for the video.

LUDLOW
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and High St.
There will be socially distanced Christmas Eve services at 5 and 
7 p.m. Masses will also be broadcast live to the Parish Hall via 
a closed-circuit television. For more information, go to www.
okemovalleycatholicparishes.com or call 802-228-3451.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St.
We will host a Christmas Eve candlelight service at 6:30 p.m. 
on the green. Please wear a mask. For more information, go to 
www.LudlowBaptist.org.

SPRINGFIELD
Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
On Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24, we will host a series of 
family friendly outdoor Christmas Eve services at 5 p.m., 5:30 
p.m., and 6 p.m. These outdoor services will allow for social 
distancing. Please wear a mask. At each service there will be a 
live nativity scene, the singing of hymns, and a service of lighting 
candles. Join us as we celebrate the light and love of Jesus.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
On Thursday, Dec. 24 at 4 p.m., join us for “Stories and Carols” 
Christmas Eve Service with Rev. Mellen Kennedy, Rev. Will 
Hunter, Julane Deener, and the virtual choir. Come ready to 
sing all your favorite carols. Please bring a candle for a candle 
lighting ceremony. Stay for a virtual social hour. We’re delighted 
that members of the Weathersfield Center Congregation will be 
joining us. Please join us via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/6130779853.

WALPOLE, N.H.
St. John’s Episcopal Church, corner of Westminster and Elm St.
The Christmas Eve service will be 7 p.m. via Zoom. For more 
information, go to www.stjohnswalpole.org.

First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq.
The Christmas Eve service will be at 7 p.m. via Zoom. For 
links and more information, go to www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St.
We invite you to “In the Christmas Spirit” Christmas Eve service 
beginning at 5 p.m. via Zoom. We encourage participants to 
have a candle to light during the singing of “Silent Night.” For 
links and updates, go to www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org.
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On The Green, Chester, VT

REGION – The Okemo Val-
ley Regional Chamber of 
Commerce invited their 12-
town region to make an extra 
effort to decorate this year to 
help celebrate the holiday sea-
son with the Okemo Valley 
Lights promotion. Businesses, 
municipalities, neighbor-
hoods, and residents were all 
included. Find more informa-
tion on the OVRCC website, 
www.YourPlaceInVermont.
com.

  There is now a new tour 
map on their website with 
photos and addresses to find 
all these participants. So far 
this includes the Chester 
Green, Davallia Gallery & 
Boutique, DJ’s Restaurant, 
Echo Lake Inn, Engel & 
Volkers, The Fullerton Inn, 
The Governor’s Inn, The 
Grafton Inn, Green Moun-
tain Railroad, Kelly’s Real 
Estate, Killarney’s Irish 
Pub, Londonderry Mar-
ketplace, Main+Mountain, 
NewsBank, Smokeshire De-
sign, Stewart Maple, Tygart 
Mountain Sports, The Ver-
mont Country Store, The 
Weston Gazebo, The Weston 
Playhouse, and Wright Con-
struction.
  New participants are still 

welcome to join in by shar-
ing photos of their decora-
tions with the chamber’s 
social media platforms: 
Facebook, Twitter, and In-
stagram. Please include the 
hastags #OkemoValley-
Lights, #OkemoValleyHol-
idayLights, and #VTLight-
sTheWay.
  Imerys of Ludlow is spon-

soring the contest for the 
best lights display. Winners 
will be selected in various 
categories: business, town, 
and resident/neighborhood. 
A total value of $500 in priz-
es will be awarded to all the 
winners!

Okemo Valley Lights 
contest and tour map

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – SAPA 
TV, Springfield’s public access 
TV station, will run 24 hours 
of Christmas movies and 
short subjects from 8 p.m. 

SAPA TV fourth annual Public 
Domain Christmas

Weston Playhouse lights.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CAVENDISH, Vt. – Put on 
your jammies and join Kata 
Welch, Ted, Bella and all the 
gang for a Christmas Eve sto-
ry time Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. 
on Facebook Live. Welch will 
read “‘Twas the Night Before 
Christmas” and some other 
holiday favorites. This event 
is free and open to the pub-
lic. For those who don’t want 
to stay up that late, story 
time can be found at noon 
Monday through Friday 
on the Cavendish Fletcher 
Community Library’s Face-
book page.

Christmas Eve story with 
Fletcher Community Library

Join a Christmas Eve story via Facebook Live. 
STOCK PHOTO

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gal-
lery at the VAULT is happy 
to offer “Painting the Winter 
Landscape in Watercolor” 
with Robert O’Brien in per-
son at the Springfield Uni-
tarian Meeting House, 21 
Fairground Rd., in Spring-
field Saturday, Jan. 9, 2021. 
All Covid-19 protocols will 
be followed. The building is 
handicap accessible.
  Explore painting the beau-

tiful snowy New England 
winter landscape in this 
one-day workshop. Glazing 
techniques and layering of 
the subtle tints of snow will 
be introduced. Value, com-
position, and painting light 
and shadow will be empha-

sized. Students will work from 
photo reference and learn to 
create a finished painting from 
a favorite winter subject. Rob 

will demonstrate his approach 
and will provide hands-on 
guidance to each student. A 
critique will be held at the end 
of the session.
  The workshop is open to 

all abilities. Please sign up by 
Saturday, Jan. 2 as we need to 
make arrangements with the 
Meeting House. A materials 
list will be provided at registra-
tion.
  Gallery at the VAULT, 68 

Main Street in Springfield, is 
open Wednesday and Satur-
day, from 11 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Friday, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m. For 
more information, call 802-
885-7111, email galleryvault@
vermontel.net, or visit www.
galleryvault.org.

Painting the winter landscape 
in watercolor

Christmas Eve to 8 p.m. Christ-
mas Day. Viewers in the Spring-
field area are welcomed to spend 
the day with 1964’s “Santa Claus 
Conquers the Martians,” the 
1959 Mexican production “San-
ta Claus,” and a host of classic 
cartoons, all of which have en-

tered the public domain.
  The marathon will run on 

SAPA’s Public Channel (Com-
cast 1077, VTel 160), while local 
Christmas programming will air 
at the same time on SAPA’s Gov-
ernment/Educational Channel 
(Comcast 1087, VTel 161).

Ludlow Main Street lights. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

Watercolor by Robert O’Brien.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES/AUTOMOTIVE

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

CONSTRUCTION INSPECTION SERVICES

The Town of Chester is seeking proposals for Construc-
tion Inspection Services for the Popple Dungeon Road 
culvert replacement located in Chester, Vermont. The 
Municipality is seeking a Consultant with expertise in 
engineering and permitting

The Town of Chester is the recipient of the Transportation 
Alternatives Grant funded through the Vermont Agency 
of Transportation and will be using these funds to pay 
for this project. Therefore, the project will be developed 
according to the guidelines established by the VTrans 
Municipal Assistance Bureau and will be required to be 
in compliance with the Federal and State standards and 
policies.  

For a copy of the Request for Proposal please contact Julie 
Hance at the Chester Town Office, 556 Elm Street, Ches-
ter, VT, 05143, (802) 875-2173, or julie.hance@chestervt.
gov.  Office hours are by appointment Monday through 
Friday, 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

All proposals should be submitted as an electronic sub-
mission via e-mail with the technical and cost proposals 
submitted as two separate files, clearly marked as such, 
including the project name. Please inform the Contact 
Person prior to submission to avoid proposal being rele-
gated to their spam or junk email files.

All proposals are due on or before 3:00 p.m. on Monday, 
December 28, 2020.

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Snow Tires Are In!

CHEEVER TIRE 
IS YOUR ONE-STOP SOLUTION

Passenger Cars - Trucks - Farm

Our Own Truck Tire Retreads

Great Tires & Great Service

CHEEVER TIRE SERVICE
Your Basic Full Service

Locally Owned Tire Store

Mon - Fri from 8 am - 5 pm

Now Open Saturdays thru Jan. 16

Rt. 5 North, Bellows Falls, VT  -  802-463-3320

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks

•

art crafts gifts
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Vermont State Craft Center

68 Main St., Springfield, VT

Open Wed. & Sat. 11-5,  Fri. 11-7

Holiday Hours Sun. 12/20 & 12/24 11-3

Many new ornaments to bring joy to your holiday. Also jewelry, 
mugs and bowls, leatherwork, garden decor, books to make art, 
cards, craft kits, prints and photos.

New Open Wall Show:  People, Places & Things

Winter Landscape in Watercolor Class with Rob O’Brien 1/16/21 
Register. (in person class at UU Meetinghouse)

Face Masks required. Curbside available by request.

www.galleryvault.org   //  galleryvault@vermontel.net 

802-885-7111

(02/09/21 - 13)

auto
CAVENDISH AUTO WORKS
Need car repair done. We are just a call away. 

Open Monday-Friday 8-5

Call us at 802-554-0156   Cavendish, VT

(01/12/21 - 13)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 

(06/01/21 - TFN - 26)

builders/contractors
HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275  ~ “Not just for bangin’ nails.”

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, 
through small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients 
expect a great experience from start to finish. Our professional-
ism matched with proficiency, customer care, and quality hit that 
mark. We are fully insured and ready for your next project, big or 
small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008

(06/15/21 - 52)

NEW ENGLAND HOME
BUILDING AND REMODEL
802-779-3414  —  Located in Weston, VT

Additions, Renovations, New Construction, Home Repairs. Kitch-
ens and Bathrooms. All aspects of construction from frame to fin-
ish. Fully insured, references available. 

Like us on FACEBOOK and INSTAGRAM!

www.newenglandhomebuildingandremodel.com

(03/16/21 - 13)

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Framing, 
finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood floor-
ing, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered with the 
State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proctorsville. 
802-226-8125. 

(03/09/21 - TFN - 13)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 

(08/17/21 - TFN - 52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk re-
moved. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 

(03/09/21 - 13)

masonry
DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years 
experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@
gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 

(03/09/21 - 13) 

MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com.  

(09/07/21 - 52)

old tools wanted
$$$ CASH PAID FOR OLD TOOLS $$$
Planes, axes, hatchets, Stanley Tools, chisels, tool chests, etc. 
One tool or entire shop. Nothing with a cord or a battery. Call 
802-579-5891.

(06/15/21 - 26)

property management
JB PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
Snow Plowing and Sanding, Property Management with fuel 
check options, and Lawn Care services. Pricing by occurrences 
or seasonal contracts. 

Contact us at 802-591-1673; jbpropertymgmtvt@gmail.com. Find 
us on facebook at Jbpropertymanagement.

(06/01/21 - 26)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

•

TOWN OF ANDOVER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing before the Zoning Board of Adjustment 
for the Town of Andover, Vermont will be held on Tues-
day, January 5, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. via Zoom to consider the 
following:

Application #: 5.2/59/20/11/13 request for a variance of 

Town setback requirements to construct a garage

Applicant:  Carole & Jean-Claude Sureau, of 1206 North 
Hill Rd, Andover, VT 

Zoom info:  https://Zoom.us   Meeting ID: 869 021 5007 
Password:  146374 or call:  +1 929 436 2866 US 

Dated at Andover, Vermont, this 15 day of December, 2020
Jeanette Haight, Andover Town Clerk

AUCTION
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Auction 
held Jan. 9, 2021 at 11 a.m. 
at 96 Route 106 N. Spring-
field. 802-683-7104. To be 
auctioned: 
Britney Andrews unit # 173
Ayla Hodge unit # 82
Randy Stearns units #160 & 
#166
Chris Reichenbecher unit #200

BUYING/
SELLING
BUYING-SELLING Coins, 
Paper Money, Vintage Sports-
Postcards, Comics. See our 
displays at Chester Stone 
House Antiques. Open 7 Days. 
802-379-2353. House calls 
available. 

CLEANING
Residential cleaning weekly, 
biweekly, or just when you need 
a good cleaning. Need help get-
ting organized? We can help. 
Call 802-228-7753 to schedule 
a quote. 

CLEAN OUTS
REGION – “Take it Away, Sam!” 
Clutter Removal, Clean Outs, 
Etc. Call now! 802-380-9760. 

FOR RENT
CHESTER, Vt. - In-town apart-
ment. One bedroom plus office. 
Heat & electricity. Requires first, 
last, security, and references. No 
pets. $999/month. Call 802-
291-5307. 

LUDLOW, Vt. – Great office 
space in the village of Ludlow, 
2 blocks from town, was an 
engineering office. 2,500 sq. 
ft. 2 baths, 2 stories, lots of off 
street parking, utilities included, 
plowed and sanded by landlord. 
$1500/month. 802-226-7494. 

FOR SALE
PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 2 
snowmobiles on trailers. Arctic 
Cat F7 & Sabercat 500, older 
with reverse, studs, mirrors, 

low mileage, loadrite trailer, 
all registered and serviced 
regularly. All for $10,000. Call 
802-226-7494. 

SNOW 
PLOWING
LUDLOW, Vt. – Snowplowing 
and sanding, Ludlow area, 
residential only. Reasonable 
rates. Contact SK Logging at 
802-384-0313. 

WOOD BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 
save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 
wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818. 

SUBMIT YOUR CLASSIFIED ONLINE!

www.VermontJournal.com

ournal

hopperLike us on Facebook!   @VermontJournal
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Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Pinnacleview 

Equipment

Don’t Drink 
& Drive

 R&K Auto & 

Towing

Merry 
Christmas from 

the staff at
 Tyson Store

 Fact TV

Happy  
Holidays

 Father’s 
Restaurant

wishes you 
a Merry 

Christmas

Glowing 
Holidays  
 Rock & 

Hammer
Merry 

Christmas 
from

 Record 

Concrete

Merry 
Christmas 

from 

 Depot Home 
Center

May your 
Holidays be 

Festive  
 The Village  

Blooms

Merry 
Christmas
Ludlow 

Insurance 

Agency

Drive  
safe & enjoy  
the Holidays

 Tole’s 
Automotive 

Repair

Happy 
Holidays  
 Pizza 

Palace

Merry 
Christmas 

from

 Diamond 
Realty

Have a 
Safe & Happy 

Holiday
 Best Septic

Happy 
Holidays from

 Members 
Advantage 
Community 

Credit Union

Happy 
Holidays from

 Chester 

Hardware

Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Salon 2000

 Motel in  

the Meadow

Merry  
Christmas 

 Greater 

Falls 

Insurance

Merry  
Christmas 

Happy Holidays  
from 

 Lisais Market 
Bellows Falls

Happy 
Holidays  

from your local 
community bank!

 Savings Bank 
of Walpole

Happy 
Holidays  

 Gussie’s Place 

k9 Kennel

Merry 
Christmas 

 Sharon’s on  

the Common

Merry 
Christmas

from
 Cafe At 
Delight

Have 
a Happy 
Holiday

 K. Beebe

Merry 
Christmas

 Sarah Vail 

Attorney

Happy 

Holidays from 

Stone House 

Antique Center

Happy 
Holidays from  

Ford of 

Claremont

Merry 
Christmas  

from
 LaValley’s

Happy 
Holidays  

from 

 Little Lisais 
Market 

Bellows Falls
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Merry 
Christmas from

 Willow Farm 

Pet Services
Happy 

Holidays  from
 Pete’s Stand

Merry 
Christmas from

 Ralph’s 

Supermarket

Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Judd’s Power 

Equipment

Merry 
Christmas 

from
Dr. Christopher 

Fauver

Merry 
Christmas from
Vermont Journal 

& Shopper

Merry 
Christmas from

 Lawrence & 
Wheeler

Happy 
Holidays  
Heritage 

Family Credit 

Union

Happy 
Holidays  

Grace Cottage 

Family Health 

& Hospital

Happy 
Holidays 

 The Book 
Nook 

Merry  
Christmas from

 Walpole Valley 

Tire

Happy 
Holidays 

from 

Bargain 

Corner

Happy 
Holidays 

 State Farm 

Insurance

Happy 
Holidays 

 Sydscompufix

Ludlow

Happy 
Holidays 

Little Cricket 

Art Gallery

Happy Holidays 
from

 The Framery  
of Vermont

Benson’s 

Chevrolet

wishes you a 
Happy Holiday

Prime 

Lending

Happy 
Holidays

Biben’s 

Hardware

Happy 

Holidays

Famous 

Pizza

Happy 

Holidays

Happy 
Holidays from

 Newport 

Chevrolet

Happy 
Holidays from

Vermont 

Picker

Happy 
Holidays from

Claremont 
Savings 

Bank

Merry 
Christmas 

 Brewfest 

Beverage

Merry 
Christmas 

from
 Ron Patch
802-374-0119

Happy 
Holidays from

 Huntley 

Financial

Happy 
Holidays from

 Killarney  

Pub

Thank You! 

Merry, Merry  
from all of us at

Allen 
Brothers

Merry 
Christmas 

from
Computers  

By Ken

Merry 
Christmas from 

 James Plumbing  

& Heating Co.
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community REAL ESTATE/LEGAL NOTICES

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Spacious & Special Village Home!

Wonderful Details & Rich in History

5 Bedrooms, 5 Baths

Townshend, $359,000

Investors Take Note!

2 Spacious 3 Bedroom Units

Private Office Space On Third Floor
Rockingham, $125,000

Fabulous 3.36+/- Acre Lot

Views, 3 Bedroom Septic, Pond

Close To Village

Chester, $69,000

Great Opportunity!

Busy Car Wash

Start You Own Business

Springfield, $250,000

Commercial Building On Acre Lot

Ready For New Enterprise

Frontage On Two Roads

Springfield, $87,777

“Queen of The Green”

Excellent Investment Or

Business Opportunity

Chester, $349,900

Large, Versatile Commercial Space

Set On Open 1.48+/- Acre Lot

New Heating System

Rockingham, $125,000

Private Oasis!

Westerly View w/Clearing

Stunning Interior Trails

Grafton, $89,000

Open 1.25+/- Acres

Ready For A 

New Home

Springfield, $28,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

This unique and beautiful property is ready to become your new home or perhaps a new business location. Located 
on the Main Street of picturesque Chester village the former 
Rectory has beautiful woodwork throughout as well as lovely 
french doors, fireplace and numerous built-ins. This home 
features two living rooms, the dining room with built-ins, an 
eat-in kitchen with a butler’s pantry, three bedrooms as well as 
a den or office. The bonus room, formerly the Chapel, is open 
to numerous possibilities. A full basement and attic space 
and sitting on a newly sub-divided lot of .53 acre the property 
includes a detached garage and lovely wrap around porch. 
REDUCED AGAIN TO $249,000

A perfect retreat. This 70+/- acre property has much to offer 
with a mix of open and wooded land, pond, local hillside 
views and privacy. Backed up to Hawks Mountain for hiking. 
The home offers open concept living space with vaulted ceil-
ings and lots of woodwork, two bedrooms (each with doors 
to the back deck, a beautiful bright/sunny bath, three bays of 
parking under for storage with laundry room and mudroom/
entry. JUST REDUCED TO $329,900

Long range valley views. This 1994 home offers great quality throughout in addition to a beautiful setting. First floor 
includes spacious kitchen with cherry cabinets and breakfast room, expansive living room with field stone fireplace 

and lots of windows, den/office, formal dining room, 
mudroom, full bath with laundry. Second floor with oversized 
master bedroom with walk-in closet and full bathroom, two 
additional bedrooms and full bath (one being family room 
sized with private staircase for potential in-law space). Two 
car attached garage with potting benches, expansive basement 
with workshop area and potential living space. Situated on 
104+/- acres of pasture and woods (enrolled in Current Use), 
36X46 horse barn with rubber mat flooring, multiple stalls, 
hot/cold water, tack room and storage room for approx. 600 
bales of hay. JUST REDUCED AGAIN TO $424,900

This two story home offers country living without the land to 
upkeep. Comfortable in design and offering lots of possibili-
ties, this three bedroom cape has a first floor kitchen, living, 
dining, bath, enclosed front porch. Open daylight basement 
offers added room for shop space/storage. $115,900

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

BROOKVIEW APARTMENTS
Bugbee Street, White River Junction, VT

Two-Bedroom Apartments

Available Immediately

All utilities included (except phone & cable)

Laundry room on premises, playground and off-

street parking. USDA guidelines do apply. 

2-person household can earn up to $56,250.00

3-person household can earn up to $62,600.00

4-person household can earn up to $68,950.00

Landlord references, good credit required.

ATTENTION
Contractors, 

Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory 

on Page 5B! 

Contact us Today 
and add a listing 

for your Business! 
802-228-3600

December 23, 2020

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Health Care and Rehabili-

tation Services held its an-
nual meeting Nov. 12 for 

the first time via Zoom. 
Attended by 175 board 
members, staff, clients, 
and community members, 
the event celebrated the 
agency’s accomplishments 
and impact on clients dur-
ing its last fiscal year.
  Moving to this digi-

tal platform pushed the 
meeting into new creative 
directions. One of the 
highlights of the meet-
ing was a Covid-19 time 
capsule video. HCRS has 
had many challenges since 
Covid-19 hit in the spring, 
but the pandemic also 
brought about opportu-
nities for changes, many 
of which have been ben-
eficial. The time capsule 
video showed brief clips of 
staff sharing their stories 
and showing how staying 

positive during this stress-
ful time can bring about 
some special moments.
  Attendees were also 

treated to very special 
and poignant stories of 
four guest speakers, all 
of whom have received 
services through HCRS. 
These pre-recorded pre-
sentations spoke of these 
clients’ and family mem-
bers’ challenges with men-
tal illness or disabilities 
and how HCRS has sup-
ported them for a better 

life.
  Every year at its annual 

meeting, HCRS gives out 
dozens of awards and this 
year was no different. The 
agency’s James Bartley 
Community Partnership 
Award was presented to 
Groundworks Collabora-
tive in Brattleboro for the 
profound difference they 
have made in so many 
lives in partnership with 
HCRS.
  George Karabakakis, 

Ph.D., HCRS CEO, stated, 

“Groundworks has sup-
ported the people we mu-
tually serve with compas-
sion and spirit; we have 
witnessed their determi-
nation to serve the most 
vulnerable in our commu-
nity.”
  Encore awards were 

presented to five staff 
members as part of HCRS’ 
employee recognition pro-
gram. These staff mem-
bers were selected by a 
group of peers as having 
gone above and beyond in 
demonstrating the agen-
cy’s core values. Recipients 
of the Encore Awards in-
clude Adam Altshuler, Ben 
Brewer, Laura Bryant-Wil-
liams, Charlene Hjerms-
tad, and Deborah McNeil.
  Anne Bilodeau, Chief 

Human Resources Offi-
cer, gave recognition to 49 
staff members for years of 
service, totaling 465 years, 
as follows: Margaret Mer-
rill, 35-year service award; 
Ralph Jacobs, 25-year ser-
vice award; Jan Bellville, 
Kevin Houston, and Betty 
Wall, 20 years; Alice J. Bra-
deen, Laura Bryant-Wil-
liams, Lance Cutler, Paul 
Deegan, Deborah McNeil, 
Teresa Morrison, Ronald 
Recchi, Zachary Teller, and 
Timothy Wood, 15 years; 
Nicole Godin, Winonah 
M. Levine, Sarah Petten-
gill, Estelle Reynolds, An-
nette Vagt, Paula Whitney, 
and Ashley Wohlford, 10 
years; Roy A. Anderson, 
Melisa Beaulieu, David 
Blaine, Clara Bridges, Jen-
nifer Carrington, Emily 
M. Chamberlin, Andrew 
M. Connolly, Laurel P. 
Denny, Patricia A. Eslin, 
Christine R. Fields, Anne-
Sophie Geha, Catherine 
Haley, Jillian Hill, Whitney 
Hussong, Tracy L. Jackson, 
Brooke Kearney, Elisabeth 
Keith, Mary Lorah, Heath-
er Marquez, Jeffrey A. Mo-
bus, Barbara Parizo, Bri-
ana Plante, Christa Porter, 
Erica Salamy, Miriam A. 
Schuldenfrei, Deborah 
Shaw, Danielle Southwell, 
and Robert Withrow, 5 
years.
  “Our annual meeting is 

an opportunity to recog-
nize many board mem-
bers, staff, and partners,” 
states Karabakakis. “This 
year’s event was even more 
special as we celebrated 
these recognitions from 
what has been an excep-
tionally challenging year.”

HCRS’ Annual Meeting Zooms into the future

LUDLOW, Vt. – Wil-
liam Raveis Real Estate 
Vermont Properties in 
Ludlow hosted their an-
nual 2020 Coat Drive this 
year in effort to keep our 
communities warm. The 
month-long coat drive 
has been an ongoing event 
for the team at Vermont 
Properties, and they were 
excited to bring a bit of 
cheer to the end of 2020. 
The team of realtors col-
lected a great deal of out-
erwear donations, ranging 
from coats to snow pants, 
and happily provided the 
donations to Black River 
Good Neighbors Servic-
es and local schools like 
Mount Holly Elementary. 
Vermont Properties looks 
forward to next year’s 
event and hopes to keep 
the community warm for 
years to come.

William 
Raveis 
hosts 
Coat 
Drive


	Shopper 12.23.20 A1
	Shopper 12.23.20 A2
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A3
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A4
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A5
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A6
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A7
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A8
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A9
	VTJ-Shopper 12.23.20 A10

