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Stay Home

Stay Safe

Get Sun 

and Exercise

Eat Balanced 

Meals

Stay Calm, and Take Care of One Another

Call Friends 

and Family

Wash Hands 

and Surfaces

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The Ches-
ter Selectboard had their first 
remote meeting via Zoom 
Wednesday, April 1 starting at 
6 p.m. with Arne Jonynas and 
Town Manager Julie Hance par-
ticipating from the Town Office 
while looping in other board 
members to participate from 
their homes. Several Ches-
ter citizens also tuned in re-
motely to view the meeting live 
through a link provided on the 
town website. Citizens are also 
able to also view a recording of 
the meeting on SAPA TV from 
their website.

  The board formally an-
nounced the appointment of 
Julie Hance as the new Chester 
town manager, offering her a 
one-year contract. The board 
had started the negotiation 
process with an outside can-
didate, but those were halted 
partly due to COVID-19 chal-
lenges as well as an unresolved 
negotiation process. Hance was 
recently promoted to assistant 
town manager prior to the re-
cent retirement of long-time 
Town Manager David Pisha and 
has worked for in Chester town 
government for approximately 
15 years.
  “With her experience and her 

knowledge of the town, I think 

we’re going to be well served,” 
Jonynas said. He also acknowl-
edged that her expertise and 
deep knowledge of the town 
would be especially helpful 
“during the times we’re in right 
now,” referencing the pandemic.
  All board members echoed 

their support of Hance’s ap-
pointment and Jonynas said 
that many townspeople had 
reached out to him to express 
their support and apprecia-
tion of their choice. New board 
member Jeff Holden also said 
the town department heads also 
were in favor of the choice.
  The town office is not mak-

ing any additional hires with 
the whole office shifting their 

responsibilities to cover neces-
sary duties.
  Several other housekeeping 

items were also decided. The 
Vermont Journal was selected 
as the paper of record for the 
town of Chester; Amy O’Brien 
was named the secretary of the 
Selectboard; and Robert Nied 
was appointed as Whiting Li-
brary Trustee Board.
  Hance provided an update 

on COVID-19 information 
and changes. According to her 
report, state updates, labor law 
information, as well as new 
business program information 
is being uploaded to the Chester 
Town Office website regularly.
  The town office is still con-

ducting the town business, but 
the office is closed to the public. 
Police, fire, and ambulance are 
still performing all necessary 
duties.
  Water and sewer bills have 

been sent out normally but will 
waive any fees and interest if re-
quested.
  Hance has asked that all de-

partments approve “essential 
spending only.” Long-term, 
Hance talked of bringing the 
town back to a “zero-based 
budget” and to rethink the bud-
get, doing things differently and 
thinking outside the box to real-
ize budget cuts moving forward.
  Board member Heather 

Chase praised Hance for ad-

dressing the budget “straight 
on.”
  Jonynas said that the town 

would continue to look at the 
budget and look for ways to fis-
cally help the town recover after 
the pandemic crisis had passed. 
Jonynas also expressed his ap-
preciation and pride in the 
town’s reaction and acceptance 
to the many out-of-state visitors 
and second homeowners in the 
area.
  The next Selectboard meet-

ing will again be done remotely 
on Zoom Wednesday, April 15 
at 6 p.m. There will be a link to 
the meeting on the town’s web-
site page prior to the meeting at 
www.chestervt.gov.

Chester’s first remote Selectboard meeting announces 
Hance as town manager

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

CHESTER, Vt. – The Green 
Mountain Unified School Dis-
trict Board conducted a special 
meeting remotely via Zoom 
Monday, April 6 to outline on-
going efforts for continued re-
mote learning across the district 
moving toward “new learning” 
and the scheduled spring break 
next week will still happen. Dis-
trict schools are closed for the 
remainder of the school year by 
order of the governor of Ver-
mont to help stop the spread of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

  The meeting opened with 
board members voicing sup-
port for the suggested appoint-
ment of current GMUHS Prin-
cipal Lauren Fierman as the 
next TRSU superintendent. The 
TRSU Board Meeting recom-
mended her appointment April 
2. Her official appointment 
will happen after all necessary 
checks have concluded.
  According to current Super-

intendent Meg Powden, she and 
other TRSU personnel are work-
ing on a “continuity of learning 
plan,” which is required by the 
state. There are no specific re-
quirements being handed down 

by the state, and “each district 
gets to choose.” The plan will in-
clude timeframes for each grade 
level and ways of determining 
learning. The plan will outline 
“critical indicators” to achieve 
for elementary students and 
proficiency-based requirements 
for older students. The district 
is transitioning to new learning 
versus knowledge maintenance, 
which has been the focus to 
date. A companion piece will 
be sent to board members and 
parents to outline the plan once 
complete. Standardized testing 
has been waived for this school 
year.

  The district uses several re-
mote-learning platforms includ-
ing Zoom, Seesaw, and Google 
Hangouts. Although discussion 
arose over recent hacking inci-
dents involving Zoom, Powden 
reassured the board that securi-
ty improvements were happen-
ing daily.
  Although overall remote 

learning time will be less than 
a typical school day for many 
students, Powden confirmed 
that these remote learning days 
would all be counted toward the 
required 175 school days.
  Powden acknowledged that 

she was mindful of needing a 

right balance between what they 
expect of their students and 
challenges going on in differ-
ent households. Special needs 
services are continuing with 
all special educators and para-
professionals continuing their 
ongoing instruction through 
Zoom.
  New board member and par-

ent Jeannie Wade spoke of the 
difficulty in managing remote 
student learning saying, “Par-
ents are overwhelmed,” and cit-
ing the many emails students 
are receiving from teachers at 
all times of the day and week. 
She suggested there be a parent-

teacher video conference weekly 
to help streamline communica-
tion. Powden agreed that was a 
good idea.
  Powden confirmed the dis-

trict would proceed with the 
scheduled upcoming spring 
break from April 13-17. Other 
administrators agreed that the 
time was needed to regroup and 
de-stress for teachers, students, 
and parents alike.
  Impacts to the budget are still 

to be determined.
  The next regular meeting via 

Zoom will be April 16 at 6 p.m. 
Link can be found on the TRSU 
website.

GMUSD students move from maintenance to new learning

BY SHARON HUNTLEY

The Vermont Journal

LUDLOW, Vt. – The Lud-
low Selectboard had their first 
live stream meeting via Zoom 
Monday, April 6.
  After initial housekeeping 

duties including renaming 
Bruce Schmidt as board chair-
man, the discussion turned to 
the planned 2021 rehabilitation 
project for Vail Bridge, which 
sits near the intersection of An-
derson and Main Street in Lud-
low. Gary Sweeney, scoping en-

gineer for VTrans, outlined two 
options for the project: either 
closing the bridge completely 
for five weeks and rerouting 
traffic or doing a phased con-
struction that would allow traf-
fic through but would stretch 
the project out to approximate-
ly six months.
  Financially, the shorter five-

week timeframe saves money 
for the town. The cost of the 
project is estimated at approxi-
mately $1.85 million for both 
options. The town is typically 
responsible for 5% of VTrans 

projects, in this case coming to 
$92,500. With the shorter time-
frame, however, the exposure 
to the town is reduced to 2.5% 
resulting in a $46,250 savings.
  The board approved the Vail 

Bridge closure and shorter 
timeframe with only Bruce 
Schmidt voting no, citing con-
cern for disruption to business-
es. Detour specifics are still to 
be determined. Construction is 
slated to begin next spring.
  Timber Inn owners Glenn 

and Donna Heitsmith asked the 
board for their support before 

they begin the process of apply-
ing for FEMA’s Hazard Mitiga-
tion property buyout program. 
The Timber Inn location has 
been flooded twice in the past 
eight years and sits on prop-
erty that has been deemed by 
FEMA since Hurricane Irene 
as a “floodway.” The program 
would purchase the property 
and then demolish the build-
ings and clear the land, forever 
making the site “unbuildable.” 
The property would then revert 
to the town, which would incur 
no direct costs other than the 

approximately $13,000 loss in 
tax revenue.
  After discussion, the board 

decided to revisit the issue at 
next month’s meeting, wanting 
more information specifically 
about any other possible flood-
way properties in town.
  The board received commu-

nication from the Black River 
Independent School outlin-
ing their scaled-back plan to 
launch a pilot program in Au-
gust 2020 with 14 students and 
employing two educators and 
an administrative person. They 

requested the board provide 
space within the existing Black 
River High School building at 
no cost for the first year. Al-
though members of the board 
expressed support for the ven-
ture, there was also discussion 
that they didn’t want to set a 
precedent of providing free 
space. The issue will be put on 
May’s agenda.
  May’s meeting will be via 

Zoom Monday, May 4 starting 
at 6 p.m. Links will be posted 
on the town’s website prior to 
the meeting.

Ludlow Selectboard decides to close Vail Bridge during 2021 construction

LUDLOW, Vt. – As the CO-
VID-19 crisis deepens and the 
economy worsens, the staff at 
Black River Good Neighbor 
Services in Ludlow continues 
to help the community with 
food and financial assistance. 
“We’ve closed the store, but the 
food shelf is operating to help 
anyone in need,” said Krey Kel-
lington, food program director. 
“Several people have contacted 

the food shelf since losing their 
jobs. So long as the need is there, 
the food shelf will stay open and 
families will be fed.”
  We don’t need volunteers right 

now because the skeleton staff 
want to keep personal contacts 
to a minimum. Also, to avoid 
contacts, staff only serve people 
who call ahead to arrange for a 
pickup. The food will be waiting 
when the client arrives; there 

will be no need for personal 
contact, and everyone will keep 
a safe distance apart.
  The food shelf never charges 

for its services and can help 
with rent, utilities, or heat if lost 
paychecks make such payments 
impossible. Recall that we serve 
Ludlow, Cavendish, Mount Hol-
ly, and Plymouth.
  “We’ve been helping our com-

munity for over 30 years, and 

we’re here for our neighbors as 
long as it takes,” said Audrey 
Bridge, executive director. “We 
learned after tropical storm 
Irene that Vermonters come 
together to help in times of 
need. Let’s all join forces to get 
through this crisis.”
  If you need food and cannot 

afford to buy it, please call 802-
228-3663 and speak with Au-
drey or Krey to arrange for help.

BRGNS ready to assist families in 
need of food shelf, other services

Food Program Director Krey Kellington with a food order ready for 
pickup by a client.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

Serving Vermont & New Hampshire Since 1972

800-831-8883
cushingandsons.com

Dependable Water Wells and Pump Systems

Water Treatment • GEO Thermal Systems
Services and Repairs • Fast Service

We’re Here to Help YOU!

SAVE $940 ON YOUR WELL PROJECT - Spring Special!

These days, we’re incredibly inspired by the way people 

who live and work here are doing the right thing—whether 

that means social distancing, purchasing a gift card to 

support a local business or sharing a package of paper 

towels with a neighbor.

Here at SBW, we’re exceedingly proud to be the savings 

bank of this community. Please join us in doing all you can 

to support our local businesses, nonprofit organizations—

and each other—any way you can. Remember . . .

We’re all in this together. 

O |  a |         walpolebank.com

RESILIENCE
/rə zilyəns/, noun

1. the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness. 

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

LARGE FAST FOOD MENU INCLUDING:
Hamburgers • Hotdogs • Fries • Chicken Fingers • Onion Rings & More!

68 YEARS ON THE CORNER

140 Rockingham St. | 463-9816 | Bellows Falls, VT

32 FLAVORS OF HARD ICE CREAM 

16 FLAVORS FRESH SOFT SERVE
Non-Fat Yogurt • Sherbet • Sugar-Free Ice Cream

Take Out & Window Service Only

CALL FOR ORDERS: 463-9816

Dari Joy

OPENING FOR THE SEASON APRIL 11

Bromley presents 
$3,050 to Southwestern 
Vermont Regional 
Cancer Center
PERU, Vt. – Bromley Mountain recently gave a donation of 
$3,050 for women’s cancer care at Southwestern Vermont Re-
gional Cancer Center in Bennington. The donation was raised 
through Bromley’s “Mom’s Day Off” events. Cancer Center 
staff, including Radiation Oncologist Matthew Vernon, M.D.; 
Cancer Center Nurse Manager Jenny Coutu, MSN, R.N., OCN; 
and radiation therapists Adam Bugbee, Danielle Gaudete, and 
Erin Roywere, on the mountain to show their appreciation and 
join in the fun.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ver-
mont Secretary of State Jim 
Condos announced a series 
of temporary changes to Ver-
mont’s election laws passed 
by the Legislature and signed 
into law by the governor, in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, to ensure that Vermont 
is prepared to safeguard the 
integrity of elections and the 
public’s health.
  “Fair and free elections are 

the foundation of our democ-
racy,” said Secretary Condos. 
“These temporary changes to 
Vermont’s election laws will al-
low us to be nimble and adapt 
our elections process to ensure 
every eligible voter who wishes 
to vote can cast their ballot 
safely, without increasing expo-
sure or putting their health and 
the health of other voters, elec-
tion workers, and candidates at 
further risk.”
  The Vermont Secretary of 

State’s office had previously 
issued recommendations to 
the Legislature on temporary 
changes to Vermont’s elec-
tion laws during the 2020 
COVID-19 health crisis and 
response. Secretary Condos, 
Deputy Secretary of State Chris 
Winters, and Elections Director 
Will Senning worked with leg-

islators, legislative committees 
of jurisdiction, and the gover-
nor’s office on an elections bill, 
H.681, which was passed by the 
Legislature and signed into law 
by the governor March 30.
  Changes include the waiving 

of candidate petition signature 
gathering requirements for the 
August statewide primary elec-
tions and November General 
elections. All candidates wish-
ing to appear on the ballot will 
still be required to file financial 
disclosure statements and con-
sent of candidate forms.
  “Eliminating the require-

ment for candidates to collect 
signatures for petitions is nec-
essary in this time when we are 
sheltering at home, avoiding 
gatherings, and avoiding un-
necessary contact with other 
people,” said Elections Director 
Will Senning. “We all have a re-
sponsibility to limit our expo-
sure and contact based on rec-
ommendations by the Vermont 
Department of Health and 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. This common-
sense measure will help keep 
candidates and voters safe.”
  The new law empowers 

municipal legislative bod-
ies to change upcoming lo-
cal elections during the 2020 

COVID-19 crisis from floor 
meetings to Australian ballot, 
without requiring a full vote of 
the town.
  “As we plan for all outcomes 

with our local, state, and federal 
partners, I want to express my 
sincere gratitude to Vermont’s 
town and city clerks, who keep 
the front doors to our democ-
racy open for Vermont voters,” 
said Secretary Condos. “Their 
jobs, like many of us, have 
taken on an increasing diffi-
culty in these trying times, and 
I look forward to working with 
them, and supporting their of-
fices, planning for our 2020 
elections.”
  Lastly, this new temporary 

law also creates emergency 
powers to allow the Secretary 
of State’s office, with the agree-
ment of the governor, to enact 
the necessary measures to en-
able Vermonters to vote safely 
during the 2020 COVID-19 
health crisis. Such measures 
could include the mailing of 
ballots to every registered vot-
er, an extended cutoff for clerks 
to receive voted ballots, an ex-
panded window for clerks to 
process voted ballots, the cre-
ation of secure ballot return 
stations, or the moving of poll-
ing locations, as examples.

  “We hope to not have to make 
any changes to Vermont’s elec-
tion procedures, but that would 
be a very optimistic outlook,” 
said Secretary Condos. “We 
have no idea what this health 
emergency will look like in one 
month, five months, or eight, 
and so we need to be planning 
now to make sure that voters 
can still vote, and that our de-
mocracy can still thrive during 
crisis.”
  Secretary Condos continued, 

“Whatever options we decide 
to use will only be enacted af-
ter carefully consultation with 
our federal, state, and local 
partners. Planning at all levels, 
starting now, will be crucial 
to our success. No one should 
have to choose between pro-
tecting their health and exer-
cising their right to vote. This 
virus has disrupted our lives in 
so many ways, but it does not 
have to disrupt our democratic 
process.”
  For more information and 

guidance on elections during 
the COVID-19 state of emer-
gency, visit the Elections Di-
vision COVID-19 Response 
page on the Vermont Secretary 
of State’s website at www.sos.
vermont.gov/elections/about/
covid-19-response.

Secretary of State announces election 
law changes to address COVID-19

LUDLOW, Vt. – The lo-
cal public television station 
recently conducted a Zoom 
presentation featuring Lud-
low’s leaders in the emer-
gency management of the 
COVID-19 crisis in Ludlow.
  Scott Murphy, Ludlow’s 

municipal manager, Ron 
Bixby, the town’s emergency 
management director, and 
Ralph Pace, the host of the 
TV program “Spotlight.” All 
three were in different loca-
tions and the Zoom presenta-
tion was managed by Patrick 
Cody at the Okemo Valley 
TV studio.
  Both Murphy and Bixby 

emphasized the need to fol-

low Gov. Scott’s order concern-
ing “stay at home.” They noted 
that they were reviewing the 
local, state, and national status 
of activities designed to curb 
exposure to the virus as well as 
the impact the virus had on the 
local community.
  They also noted that key in-

formation on the status of the 
virus and efforts to control it 
was available on the town’s web-
site, www.ludlow.vt.us, where 
links to important regional and 
national websites were available.
  The Spotlight program will 

be broadcast on cable channels 
8 and 10 in Ludlow, Cavendish, 
and Plymouth, and 20 in Mount 
Holly.

Ludlow Rotary 2020 
Penny Sale canceled

LUDLOW, Vt. – Even dur-
ing these uncertain times, 
the Black River Independent 
School Committee remains 
committed to preserving and 
advancing local education. Af-
ter several months of consult-
ing meetings, as well as two 
meetings with members of the 
Vermont Agency of Educa-
tion, BRISC has revised and 
strengthened their strategic 
plan.
  The group will open a pri-

vately funded pilot program in 
June 2020 serving 14 students 
with the eventual goal of open-
ing a publicly funded indepen-
dent school. The mission and 
pillars of the school remain the 
same, and BRISC will be work-
ing with interested students 

and families in the coming 
weeks to determine if the 
pilot program will be a good 
fit. Students and families are 
encouraged to reach out to 
BRISC with any questions 
or to express interest in en-
rolling in the pilot program. 
More information about the 
enrollment process will be 
posted on the BRISC web-
site.
  If you would like more in-

formation or would like to 
get involved with the Black 
River Independent School, 
please contact Sean Wil-
liams at sean@blackriveris.
org or Pat Pullinen at pat-
rick@blackriveris.org. Gen-
eral inquiries can be made 
to TheSchool@blackriveris.
org. Please visit www.black-
riveris.org. Donations can 
be made on the website or by 
mailing a check to P.O. Box 
485, Ludlow, VT 05149.

Black River 
Independent School 
Committee pilot 
program

LUDLOW, Vt. – For 63 
years, our community has 
looked to this spring event, 
the Penny Sale. Because we 
wish to be community and 
socially responsible, it is with 
much thought, consideration, 

and discussion that the Ludlow 
Rotary Club has canceled our 
64th annual Penny Sale. We will 
be back in April 2021.
  We have done this to do our 

part in “flattening the curve” 
with COVID-19. We want to ad-
here to state, federal, and CDC 
mandates and suggested require-
ments. A notice will be mailed 
to our local business supporters 
with similar information.
  Please look forward to our an-

nual Duck Race this August. The 
proceeds from this Duck Race 
will go to assist our 2020 high 
school scholarships because we 
canceled the Penny Sale.
  Be smart, stay healthy, and 

wash those hands. The Ludlow 
Rotarians appreciate our com-
munity’s support.

Ludlow Emergency 
discusses virus status
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• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic Hammer for  
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

F

BLACK RIVER GOOD 

NEIGHBOR SERVICES

37B Main St, Ludlow, VT 05149

Hours: Monday-Friday, 

10 AM–3 PM
Phone: 802-228-3663                     

www.brgn.org   

“We are here to help”
Serving Ludlow, Mt. Holly, Belmont,                                                                                                                                         

Cavendish, Proctorsville & Plymouth

LISAI’S 
Chester Market

Sale Prices Effective 

Tuesday, Apr. 07 - Monday, Apr. 13, 2020

Est. 1926 • Choice Meats
526 Depot Street  •  Chester, VT

Open 7 Days a week 9 am - 6 pm

802-875-4715  |  www.LisaisChesterMarket.com  |  Facebook

Order your Easter Meats! 
Coming up - Ham, Lamb, Kielbasa

Thanks for Supporting your Local Staff! Stay Safe!

Deli Specials Produce Specials Grocery Specials
McKenzie Turkey Breast $5.99/lb

American Cheese $3.99/lb

Shrimp Sale $8.99/lb

Sabra Hummus $2.99/pkg

Shady Brook Ground Turkey $3.99/lb

Hormel Mashed Potatoes $2.99/pkg

Johnsonville Sausage $2.99/pkg

Kayem Beef Franks $3.99/pkg

Smile!

Smile again!

Hunt’s Sauce $1.09/can

Cabot 2lb Cheese $9.99 each

Food Club Shredded Cheese $2.79/pkg

Pringles $1.59/pkg

Wise Chips $2.00/bag

Be Safe - Priceless

WINE: 

500 Bottles under $5.99! A good time 

to drink and forget! ~Lonnie

Gold Pineapples 2/$4.00

Lemons 2/$1.00

Tropical Mangoes $0.79 each

Idaho Potatoes $2.99/5lb bag

Tender Asparagus $1.69/lb

Zucchini & Summer Squash $1.79/lb

Green Peppers $1.89/lb

Our Own 
Marintaed Steak
Tips

$6.99/LB

Fresh Fish 
Every Tues & Fri

Ocean Perch
$5.99/LB

Boneless Chicken 
Breasts

$2.19/LB

$1.89/LB 10LB

Marinated 
Boneless 
Chicken

$2.49/LB

Lemon Pepper 
Chicken Breasts
 

$2.89/LB

Burger Sale!

$3.39/5+LB CHUCK

U.S.D.A. Choice  
Porterhouse/ 
T-Bone Steaks
 

$8.99/LB

Marinated 
London Broil 
Steaks

$3.99/LB

Slab Bacon

$3.99/LB

Our Own 
Kielbasa  

$3.99/LB

Tere-Major 
Steaks

 

$5.99/LB

*Not Responsible for any Typographic Errors

U.S.D.A. 
Choice 
Shoulder Pot 
Roasts

$3.69/LB

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

www.barrsbuilders.com

REGION – Edward Jones fi-
nancial advisors are thinking 
about the health of their clients, 
their families, and their col-
leagues; what’s happening in 
their communities; and the ef-
fect of COVID-19 on the mar-
kets.
  “Most importantly, we want 

everyone to know we’re taking 
steps to protect the health and 
wellbeing of our clients, asso-
ciates, families, and communi-
ties,” Amy Duffy says. “We’re 
right here in the community 
with you, going through this to-
gether as neighbors and friends. 
And we will get through this 
together.”
  Of course, people’s financial 

situations also weigh on their 
minds, Amy Duffy says. “The 
current market selloff is cer-
tainly concerning, but it seems 
to be driven more by fear and 
panic than by economic or fi-
nancial reality,” Duffy says.
  Edward Jones expects daily 

volatility to persist until new vi-
rus cases begin to slow, but add-
ed that investors should find 
optimism in these facts: prior to 
the epidemic, unemployment 
was near a 50-year low, with 
solid wage growth; there was an 
uptick in the housing market, 
which may accelerate due to de-
clining mortgage rates; and the 
Federal Reserve has cut short-

term interest rates back near 0 
percent.
  Furthermore, Duffy says, the 

drop in investment prices may 
indicate that the financial mar-
kets have already “priced in” 
the likelihood of a short-term 
recession.
  For investors wondering what 

to do now, Duffy offers these 
suggestions:
  First, remember why you’re 

investing. “With the market de-
cline, people will be tempted to 
change their investment strat-
egies,” Duffy says. “But they 
need to keep in mind that most 
of their financial goals, such 
as a comfortable retirement, 
are long-term in nature – a lot 
longer-term than the shelf life 
of the coronavirus. If investors 
have established a long-term 
strategy that’s appropriate for 
their needs, they should stick 
with it, no matter what today’s 
headlines are.”
  However, individuals who are 

particularly concerned over the 
current results of their invest-
ment statements might want to 
evaluate their risk tolerance.
  “If you are truly losing sleep 

over what’s going on in the 
markets, it’s possible your port-
folio is positioned too aggres-
sively for the amount of risk 
with which you’re comfortable,” 
Duffy says. “In that case, you 

should work with your financial 
advisor to see if you need to ad-
just your investment mix to in-
clude more fixed-income secu-
rities, which can provide some 
downside protection, but you’ll 
be making a trade-off, because 
you’ll also be affecting your 
long-term growth potential.”
  Finally, Duffy says, now 

might actually be a good time 
for investors to consider actu-
ally adding to their portfolios.
  “Right now, many stocks are 

at their best values in more than 
a decade,” Duffy says. “If you 
need to rebalance your portfo-
lio, this could be a time to do 
so.”
  Ultimately, investors need 

to realize that, while we are in 
somewhat uncharted times, the 
temptation to panic should be 
fought.
  “All our emotions are run-

ning high right now,” Duffy 
says. “And while everyone’s 
top priority should be to pro-
tect themselves, their families, 
and their communities, it’s still 
important not to lose sight of 
their financial wellbeing. And 
for that, the best thing all of us 
can do is look past short-term 
downturns and maintain the 
discipline to keep investing in 
all types of markets.”
  Visit our website at www.ed-

wardjones.com.

Edward Jones, support for 
community is a top priority

REGION – Due to the CO-
VID-19 health emergency, the 
spring 2020 Prescription Drug 
Take Back Day, originally 
scheduled for Saturday, April 
25, has been canceled. Howev-
er, there are still opportunities 
to return unwanted or expired 
medications.
  Medication return boxes are 

available for drop-off through-
out Windsor and Orange 
counties. Supported by public 
health coalitions, drop off box-
es aim to prevent prescription 
drug abuse, a growing problem 
in the U.S. that claims lives 
through overdoses and acci-
dental poisonings. A majority 
of abused prescription drugs 
are obtained from family and 
friends.
  The following locations 

serve as drop-off sites: Green 
Mountain Pharmacy, Greater 
Falls Pharmacy, Ludlow Phar-
macy, Springfield Pharmacy, 

Gifford Health Care, Chester 
Police, Hartford Police, Lud-
low Police, Royalton Police, 
Springfield Police, Windsor 
Police, Woodstock Police.
  The permanent collection 

services are free. Medication 
return venues are supported 
in part by the Green Peak Al-
liance, a regional network that 

promotes healthy communi-
ties in east central Vermont.
  For more information, visit 

www.dea.gov or call the Wind-
sor County Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment at 802-457-5211.

Drug Take-Back Day canceled

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Green 
Up Vermont has been closely 
monitoring COVID-19 com-
munications and guidance 
from the Vermont Department 
of Health, the Center for Dis-
ease Control reports, and daily 
news from Gov. Scott and our 
federal government. The situ-
ation is fluid and our greatest 
priority is the health and well-
being of our Green Up family 
of volunteers and event partici-
pants.
  Effective March 30, Green 

Up Vermont’s plan is to post-
pone Green Up Day from May 
2 to May 30. The distribution 
of Green Up Day supplies will 
happen the first week in May. 
Although Green Up is shift-
ing its planning toward May 
30, they will still look for final 
guidance from the Vermont 
Department of Health and Gov. 
Scott.
  “We will be ramping up our 

communications around coro-
navirus safety, wearing gloves, 
protection from ticks and sharp 
objects, and other things for 
the next eight weeks. We will 
be getting information out to 
the VPA so that school per-
sonnel can communicate with 
students virtually about Green 
Up Day and their participation 
in this community service. We 
will also be launching an updat-
ed app that will aid in building 
virtual teams, instant commu-

nication, and tracking routes 
and bags all over Vermont to 
help grow participation,” states 
Green Up Executive Director 
Kate Alberghini. “Communi-
cation will be an imperative 
component to handling this 
community service safely while 
keeping everyone connected to 
giving back by Greening Up.”
  Green Up Day, by nature, is 

an activity of social distancing 
as citizens of all ages get outside 
and clean up miles of Vermont 
roads. Trash drop-off locations 
can be managed with little to 
no close contact in keeping 
with CDC guidelines.
  Standing the test of 50 years, 

the essence of Green Up Day, 

however, is far more than that. 
It is a sense of commitment to 
where we live and each other, it 
is about healthy surroundings, 
and it is about connecting our 
communities with a goal for 
common greatness.
  Green Up is a well-loved 

event that will bring some 
normalcy to our communities 
and will help contribute to the 
physical, social, and mental 
health of Vermonters as much 
as their Green Up activities will 
help beautify our state. We look 
forward to Greening Up safely 
on May 30.
  More information can be 

found on our website at www.
greenupvermont.org.

  In the past I have written 
some about the old cheese 
factory on the upper end of 
North Street near the cem-
etery. In the 1905 Sanborn 
map this factory is shown. 
The 1925 Sanborn map 
shows this location as va-
cant. The cheese factory was 
lost sometime between 1905 
and 1925. I did not know 
how or when until now.

  Old news first
  In the April 29, 1871 Ver-

mont Journal I found men-
tion of a cheese factory to 
be built on North Street in 
Chester and scheduled to 
open later that summer. 
In the Oct. 9, 1871 issue, I 
found the opening dedica-
tion:
  “The dedication of the new 

cheese factory took place at 
Chester on Tuesday of last 
week. Everything but the 
clouds appeared to favor one 
of the largest gatherings of 
people ever known in town. 
Inauspicious as were the signs 
of the morning, however great 
crowds flocked to the place 
from every direction. A pro-
cession of more than a mile 
in length began to move at 
10 o’clock, in the following or-
der: Grafton Brass Band; the 
mammoth cheese drawn by 
six horses; a cow in a wagon; 
the fire department with their 
engine, splendidly trimmed; 
a town team drawn by 105 
pairs of oxen in one string; 
company of antiques and 
horribles mounted and on 
foot, under the command of 
J.B. Cram; invited guests and 
‘citizens generally.’ About 11 
o’clock it began raining, which 
dampened the ardor of all, 
but they kept on till the end of 
the route. Leander Wetherell 
of Boston arrived on the noon 
train and began his address 
on ‘dairy husbandry,’ but was 
interrupted and obliged to 
wait until evening, when he 
finished it in the town hall. 
It is estimated that over three 
thousand people were present. 
A delegation consisting of 100 
teams started from Charles-
town, N.H., and turned back 
on account of the rain. The 

mammoth cheese, weighing 732 
pounds, was given away to the 
crowd, who stood in the rain 
while eating it. A banner carried 
on the wagon with the cheese 
was inscribed, ‘weighty but not 
mitey.’”
  From the History of Chester, 

Vermont, published in 2011 by 
the Chester Historical Society:

  The Cheese Factory
  At North Chester was started 

in 1871, and has operated every 
summer since that time, and has 
undoubtedly been an influential 
factor in agricultural economy. 
The building was erected by R.P. 
Pollard, who sold it to Mr. Dunn, 
and it has been owned by M.H. 
Bemis for about ten years. The 
business has been conducted by 
a stock company since ’88, S. Be-
mis, cheese maker. This factory 
was one of the first organized in 
this section and the output ten 
years ago was 100,000 pounds of 
cheese during the season. The di-
rectors are Merrill Stevens, C.O. 
Sargent, Geo. C. Allen, Clarence 
Adams, and Daniel Chandler.
  In a scrapbook of newspaper 

clippings kept by Mary Harris, 
I found the clipping below. This 
was new information.
  “Bellows Falls Times, Thurs-

day July 26, 1906
  “The large Chester cheese fac-

tory, which was erected in 1870, 
was destroyed by fire last week 
Thursday night about 12 o’clock, 
together with its contents, which 
is said to include about $600 in 
cheeses.
  “The fire started in the north 

end of the building and on ac-
count of lack of water the fire de-

partment could do very little 
work. The building was two 
stories high and a large hall 
was on the second floor which 
was used many years ago for 
dancing, parties etc.
  “A tenement was in the 

south end and the occupants 
lost nearly all they had. The 
factory and contents were 
partially covered by insur-
ance. The cause of the fire is 
still unknown.”
  So I checked the Yosemite 

Firehouse ledger the Ches-
ter Historical Society has. I 
found this record:
  “Chester Depot, VT. July 

20th 1906
  “An alarm of fire was given 

by the Chester Water & Light 
Co. at 12-10 A.M. The fire 
proved to be the burning of 
the Cheese Factory at North 
Street, which was burned to 
the ground.”
  The ledger then lists all the 

men present at the fire. Many 
names I recognize. This is 
the most complete history of 
the cheese factory to date.
  The photo with this article 

is the cheese factory. Merrill 
Stevens mentioned as direc-
tor of the cheese factory was 
a prosperous man. He lived 
where Steve Copping lives 
today. In 1889, Merrill built 
what we today call “The Jef-
frey Barn.” Older natives still 
call it “The Merrill Stevens 
Barn.”

  This week’s old saying: 
“I made my money the old-
fashioned way. I stole it.”

Rat-trap cheese

Cheese factory photo taken in 1897.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE CHESTER HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Green Up Day postponed to May 30
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Mindy is a 1-year-old terrier mix who came 
to us as a stray. She is a bit shy but is getting 
a bit more confident with time. She is going to 
need a home that is patient and kind. Mindy 
would be best with children 10 and older due 
to her timid manner. She is very curious with 
cats and would make a good friend for a fe-
line that is confident. She is willing to meet 
any canine friends to see how they hit it off! 
A fenced in yard would be ideal but not ab-
solutely necessary for Mindy as she needs 
room to release her energy! If you’re looking 
to bring this energetic gal home, go online to 
fill out an application.

Springfield Humane Society
401 Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, Vt.
802-885-3997
www.spfldhumane.org

pet of the week

COMPLETE 
CONSTRUCTION

24 x 24 Garages with 6" 
Reinforced Concrete and 12" 

Thickened Edges
Basic Site prep included
All Sizes & Styles Available

$28,499 as Shown Starting at $22,999

Call or email for details • compconstruction@msn.com
802-591-1799 - Kevin

Dear Editor,

  It seems like only five min-
utes ago, I was opening the li-
brary and hanging out the flag 
each morning. I look forward 
to doing that for you soon. Un-
til then, the library is rolling 
out the following services to 
keep Cavendish reading.
  Adult and teen patrons may 

call the library to request a bag 
of books and or movies. You 
may request a specific genre. 
These are yours to keep. Please 
allow us 24 hours to put togeth-
er your request. When filled, it 
will be at the library entrance 
with your name on it.
  Students grades Pre-K 

through six will receive a bag 
with two to four free books 
in it each month. These are 
yours to keep. CTES students 
are already signed up for this 

program. If you are a home-
schooler, contact the library if 
you would like your child to 
be part of this program. Thank 
you to CLiF and the Windham 
Foundation for supporting this 
endeavor.
  Please be aware that these 

programs are for Cavendish 
residents and CTES students 
and staff.
  Thank you for self-isolating, 

washing your hands, and main-
taining social distance. And, of 
course, for allowing me to con-
tinue to serve you.

  #inthistogether #cavendish-
strong #cavendishlibrary

Sincerely,
Kata Welch, director
Fletcher Community Library
Cavendish, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  This week, the Vermont 
Legislature passed three sig-
nificant measures, embodied 
in two bills, H.742 and H.681, 
to improve life for Vermonters 
in response to the COVID-19 
crisis. After a week of working 
remotely, 17 of the 30 senators 
met Tuesday, March 24 in the 
Statehouse, and with plenty 
of social distancing, passed 
these amended bills back to 
the House. The next day, the 
House, under more dramatic 
circumstances, passed the bills 
as well.
  In H. 742 we help Vermont 

to deal with the COVID-19 
crisis by expanding: 1) the 
capabilities of our health care 

system to respond to our ur-
gent needs, and 2) the Unem-
ployment Insurance program 
to provide more benefits for 
employees and experience rat-
ing relief for businesses. The 
Health Care provisions create 
flexibility in licensing require-
ments for nurses and doctors, 
expand telemedicine oppor-
tunities for coronavirus and 
other health concerns, extend 
prescriptions, and create more 
flexibility for what pharma-
cists can prescribe during this 
crisis. It also provides for the 
creation of emergency hos-
pital facilities for COVID-19 
treatment and relaxes provider 
tax payment requirements for 

hospitals and doctors.
  This bill also expands our 

Unemployment Insurance pro-
gram to allow Vermonters who 
have been temporarily laid off, 
or those who have voluntarily 
left their jobs, to qualify for 
unemployment benefits if they 
leave 1) to self-isolate or quar-
antine at the recommendation 
or directive of a healthcare 
provider, public health author-
ity, or the governor because 
the person has been diagnosed 
with, symptomatic for, exposed 
to, or in a high risk category 
with respect to COVID-19; 2) 
due to an unreasonable risk 
that the individual could be 
exposed to or become infected 
with COVID-19 at work; 3) to 
care for a family member who 
is self-isolating or quarantin-
ing for similar reasons; or, 4) 
to care for a child under 18 
years of age because the child’s 
school or child care has been 
closed or the child care pro-
vider is unavailable due to CO-
VID-19. Normal work search 
requirements will be waived 
during this period and all lay-
offs and resignations related to 
COVID-19 will not adversely 
impact the Employer’s Experi-
ence Rating.
  The second bill, H.681, cre-

ates temporary provisions ad-
dressing Elections, the Open 
Meeting law, and deadlines for 
Municipal Corporations. The 
elections provisions are de-
signed to protect Vermonters’ 
health and safety while con-
tinuing to ensure the integrity 
of our democratic institutions. 
It eliminates the requirement 
to collect voter signatures to 
run for office in the primary 

or general election, or a lo-
cal election, and shortens 
the time period to file can-
didate consent forms. Fur-
ther, it permits flexibility 
in elections procedures to 
protect people’s health and 
welfare. And the bill allows 
the Secretary of State to au-
thorize towns that don’t cur-
rently use Australian ballots 
to vote to do so during this 
crisis.
  It also creates flexibility in 

our Open Meeting laws to al-
low for electronic meetings. 
During the COVID-19 cri-
sis, public bodies can meet 
electronically without des-
ignating a physical location 
for the meeting or requiring 
the presence of members or 
staff at a physical location. 
Ideally, School Board and 
Selectboard meetings will 
be recorded. It also permits 
municipalities to extend 
deadlines for licenses, per-
mits, programs, and plans 
and it prohibits municipal 
corporations from discon-
necting water or wastewater 
systems – similar to the pro-
hibition for utilities.
  This week also saw sig-

nificant Federal legislation 
enacted – the CARES Act. 
The Vermont Legislature is 
hard at work analyzing its 
provisions and coordinat-
ing our programs with its 
framework. Stay tuned.
  I appreciate hearing from 

you. I can be reached by 
email aclarkson@leg.state.
vt.us or by phone at 802-
457-4627.

Sincerely,
Sen. Alison Clarkson
Windsor County

Dear Editor,

  The COVID-19 pandemic is 
unlike any crisis Vermont has 
faced. I recognize this is a very 
stressful time for neighbors, 
as public safety measures have 
closed many of the businesses 
and institutions we rely on. I 
am committed to working with 
the Scott Administration and 
our Congressional Delegation 
to make sure our community 
is supported during these dif-
ficult times. 
  Last week, the House took 

action to pass a package of 
COVID-19 relief measures to 
strengthen our health care sys-
tem, address Vermonters’ un-
employment insurance needs 
and transition the Legislature 
to remote meetings.
  One of the purposes of the 

bill, which is now in effect, is 
to assist with unemployment 
insurance eligibility so that 
COVID-19 affected businesses’ 
employees are eligible for un-
employment benefits. This bill 
supports individuals who need 
to self-quarantine, are infected, 
or need to care for people who 
are infected. Benefits will be 
paid to employees as a result 
of a temporary closure of a lo-
cation; an order issued by the 
governor or president that af-
fects the employer; or an em-
ployee who is temporarily laid 
off in order to comply with a 
quarantine recommendation 
related to COVID-19.
  The bill ensures employers’ 

unemployment insurance ex-
perience rating will not be af-
fected by COVID-19 related 
claims, but the employer must 
rehire the laid off employees 
within a reasonable period of 

time after it resumes operations 
or once the employee’s period 
of quarantine is completed. It 
limits relief to eight weeks of 
benefits or a longer period that 
the Commissioner of Labor de-
termines to be appropriate. It 
also limits individuals’ ability 
to receive UI benefits if they are 
receiving sick pay or benefits 
provided pursuant to federal 
Emergency Family and Medical 
Leave Expansion Act or federal 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act 
benefits.
  As of March 20, Vermont 

small business owners suffer-
ing economic injury due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic can 
apply for SBA’s Economic In-
jury Disaster Loans. Extensive 
guidance from the Agency 
of Commerce and Commu-
nity Development is located at 
www.accd.vermont.gov/covid-
19-guidance.
  In addition, here are two links 

that can also serve as helpful 
guides for small business own-
ers: www.bit.ly/3aUrBvG and 
www.uscham.com/34kFFMQ.
  The Statehouse building may 

be closed, but our work contin-
ues. We are completely focused 
on the next steps to address the 
COVID-19 emergency. I am 
committed to working with you 
as we leverage federal and state 
resources to address this health 
crisis. We’re all in this together.
  Please reach out if you have 

any questions or feedback. I can 
always be reached at   tbock@
leg.state.vt.us or tmbock@ver-
montel.net.

Sincerely,
Rep. Tom Bock
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On The Green 

Chester, VT

PLEASE NOTE
CHURCH SERVICES: Most Church Services have been 

canceled. Please check with your specific church to see if they 
will be hosting services, canceling, or for alternative services. 

OBITUARIES: In order to have room for each Obituary we 
receive each week, we ask that submissions are limited to 300 
words. We reserve the right to shorten any Obituary.

Building Quality Custom Homes of Exceptional Value

25 Years of Fine Residential Construction

Chester, VT 05143

802-875-5240
CrownPointBuilders.com

Additions • Renovations • Kitchens • Decks & Patios
Custom Designs • Full Design Services

Mark Mitchell Ken Duffy

Visit our website at www.ValleyCares.org, or check us out on Facebook!

To inquire and for an application, call 802-365-4115  x104
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1 and 2 Bedroom Apartments AVAILABLE NOW! 

In our Assisted or Independent Living 
Join us at Valley Cares

Join Our
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at

Valley Cares is a 2013 and 2016 National  

Excellence in Action Award Winner

Community Easter Sunrise 

Worship live-streamed
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On Sunday, April 12 at 6 a.m., the 

Community Easter Sunrise Worship sponsored by the Associ-
ation of Springfield Area Churches will be live streamed over 
the North Springfield Baptist Church YouTube channel: www.
youtube.com/channel/UCXV0DNO33dbMdXTJ5ZKUxTQ. 
This will replace the usual gathering at the boat landing due to 
the desire to remain compliant with directives to avoid large 
gatherings. Rev. Gerry Piper of the United Methodist Church 
will be leading the service as usual with the support of other 
area pastors.

S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Dawn P. Waldo of South Lon-
donderry, Vt. and Eusitis, Fla. 
passed away March 26 after 
complications from surgery. 
She was born Feb. 17, 1934 to 
Ralph and Jean Hough in Had-
ley, Mass.
  She loved camping, bowl-

ing, cards, and cooking for 
friends and family most of all. 
She loved her husband Robert 

whom she met on a blind date 
and ran away and married 60 
years ago.
  Together, they raised sons 

Robert Jr. of Brookfield, Conn. 
and Marc of South Londonder-
ry, Vt. who survive. She was 
predeceased by son Richard, 
granddaughter Jessica, and 
daughter-in-law Linda.
  A service will be held at a 

later date.

Dawn P. Waldo, 1934-2020

Sandra J. Knowles
Frances M. Thibault, 1946-2020

David N. Goyette, 1943-2020

Christina L. Kelley, 1976-2020

Michael R. Farley, 1981-2020Michael E. Blake, 1949-2020

ALSTEAD, N.H. – Frances M. 
Thibault, 73, passed away March 
29, 2020 at Pine Rock Manor in 
Warner, N.H. She was born July 
10, 1946 in Bellows Falls, daugh-
ter of Peter and Frances Golec. 
She graduated from Bellows 
Falls High School in 1964. She 
enjoyed spending summers with 
her aunt and uncle Donald and 
Sophie McKenny and cousins in 
Lynn, Mass. and at their camp 
in Grafton. She was a longtime 
resident of Alstead, N.H.
  During high school, she 

worked as a cashier at the Bel-
lows Falls Cash Market. After 
graduation, she worked at the 
Bellows Falls Trust Company 
and then moved to Deep River, 
Conn. to live with her aunt and 
uncle, Stephanie and Edward 
Giza. She was employed at the 
Middlesex Hospital. Upon re-
turning to Bellows Falls, she was 
employed at the Rockingham 
Memorial Hospital.
  In September of 1976, she 

married Paul A. Thibault. They 
operated the Alstead Village 
Store for many years. Upon her 
husband’s passing in 1993, Fran-
ces ran the store for several years. 
Frances worked for a short time 
for Home Health Care Services. 
She also volunteered as a book-
keeper at St. Catherine of Sienna 

Catholic Church in Charles-
town for several years. She made 
several close friends while there 
who will dearly miss her.
  Frances is survived by her 

daughters Kristin Thibault 
and her fiancé Marc LeBlanc; 
Bethany Thibault and her sons 
Avery, Julius, and Elijah Martin; 
stepson Mark Thibault and wife 
Kim and their sons Brandon, 
Justin, and Michael; stepson 
Glen Thibault and wife Kelly 
and their daughters Amber 
and Erika; her brothers Peter 
Golec and his wife Ellen; Stan-
ley Golec and his wife Victoria; 
and sisters Jane Golec, Theresa 
(Terri) Szklennik and her hus-
band Martin, Catherine (Casey) 
Knight and her husband Russell, 
Mary Trombly and her husband 
George, and several nieces and 
nephews.
  Frances was a loving daughter, 

mother, sister, aunt, and cousin. 
She especially loved spending 
time with her grandchildren 
Avery, Julius, and Elijah. Fran-
ces will be missed by many.
  Services will be for the im-

mediate family only with burial 
in the Alstead Center Cemetery 
where she will be laid to rest 
next to her husband. A celebra-
tion of her life will be held at a 
later date.

N. WALPOLE, N.H. – Sandra 
Jean Knowles (Seavey), of North 
Walpole, N.H., passed away 
March 30, 2020 at the age of 80.
  She was predeceased by 

her loving husband, Duane 
Knowles, her brother Donald 
A. Seavey Jr., and by her parents 
Donald and Doris Seavey. She is 
survived by her three children 
Dale Knowles, Maggie Webbert 
and her husband Mike Plaisted, 
and Nancey Knowles and her 
long-time companion Brian 
Clough, her grandchildren Billy 
Webbert and his wife Catherine 
and Nicole Webbert. She is also 
survived by her sisters Barbara 
O’Brien, Claire Costin and her 
husband David, her brother 
Larry Seavey and his wife Jenni-
fer, and other cherished relatives 
and friends.
  Sandra was a loving, caring, 

and kind person who grew up in 

North Walpole, N.H. and grad-
uated from Bellows Falls High 
School. She taught in both the 
Fall Mountain and Bellows Falls 
school systems and devoted 
many years to North Walpole as 
a village commissioner. She of-
ten told her grandchildren that 
she loved being a commissioner 
as the commissioner’s office had 
a secret passage to the village 
library. She treasured books, 
reading two or three books a 
week from the North Walpole 
Village Library.
  Funeral services and inter-

ment will be private. In lieu of 
flowers, contributions may be 
made to the North Walpole Vil-
lage Library or the Fall Moun-
tain Food Pantry. A memorial 
service will be held at a future 
date. Arrangements are in the 
care of Fenton & Hennessey Fu-
neral Home.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Chris-
tina Lynn Kelley, 43, of Spring-
field, Vt., passed away unexpect-
edly March 19, 2020. She was 
born Aug. 23, 1976, in Hanover, 
N.H. Christina attended schools 
in Windsor and Springfield, Vt.
  Christina was born with 

a feisty, free spirit, and this 
brought her on many adven-
tures throughout her life. In 
Christina’s spare time, she en-
joyed cooking, home decorat-
ing, fashion, listening to music, 
and spending time with friends 
and family. Her greatest pride 
and joy, however, has always 
been her son, Austin.
  Her contagious laugh and 

beautiful smile will be missed by 
anyone who knew her. In recent 
years, Christina’s love for the 
Lord grew noticeably strong; so, 
while her loved ones struggle to 
say goodbye, we know Heaven 
is rejoicing at her arrival to eter-
nity.
  Christina is predeceased by 

her grandfather Clifford An-
gelica of Enfield, Conn. She 
is survived by her son Austin 
Broome and his father Tim 
Broome; her mother Linda (An-

gelica) Richey; her siblings Ilona 
Roberts and husband Dan, Mi-
chael Kelley, Scott Kelley and 
wife Angela, and Melody Kel-
ley; her grandmother Angelina 
“Ginger” Angelica; and many 
nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles, 
and cousins.
  There will be no services open 

to the public; the family will 
gather in Christina’s memory at 
a date to be determined.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield is assisting with ar-
rangements.

Christina L. Kelley, 1976-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED

GRAFTON, Vt. – David N. 
Goyette “Dave,” 77, long-term 
resident of Grafton lost his long 
battle against Lewy Body De-
mentia Sunday, March 29, 2020. 
Dave was born March 12, 1943 
in Burlington, the son of Clar-
ence B. and Clara M. (Fisher) 
Goyette of Saxtons River.
  Dave graduated from Bellows 

Falls High School then became 
an Air Force Reservist. Dave 
worked several years at Ver-
mont Research Corp. until they 
closed, then worked at Markem 
Image Corp until retiring in 
2013. On Nov. 25, 1965, Dave 
married his beloved wife Annie 
(Lockerby) Goyette in Gulf Port, 
Miss. The couple returned to 
Vermont and built their home 
in Grafton where together, they 
raised their family.
  Dave loved the adventure of 

travel, but would say time with 
family was what made him com-

plete. Dave liked doing things 
his own way, often reminding 
his loved ones “We only get one 
life, live it without regrets.” His 
energy and zest for life were in-
fectious and he will be greatly 
missed.
  Dave is survived by his chil-

dren Melaney (Paul) Stevens 
and Melisa Beaulieu; grand-
children Jeremiah (Kate) Goy-
ette, Clarrissa Stevens, Hannah 
Beaulieu, and Abigail Beaulieu; 
a great-granddaughter Eleanor 
Goyette; a brother Kenneth 
Goyette; sister-in-law Irene 
Rice; and several nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.
  The family is having a private 

burial with a celebration of Da-
vid’s life to be scheduled at a lat-
er date. In lieu of flowers, cards, 
or visits, please consider making 
donations to The Dementia So-
ciety of America, P.O. Box 600, 
Doylestown, PA 18901.

ACWORTH, N.H. – Michael 
Everett Blake died March 29, 
2020. The son of Everett and 
Flora (Sanborn) Blake, he 
was born March 23, 1949. He 
graduated from Orford High 
School and earned a degree 
in forestry at the University of 
New Hampshire. He worked 
for Wagner Woodlands and 
moved to Acworth, N.H. where 
he and his first wife built a log 
house and welcomed two sons, 
Samuel and Aaron.
  He worked in forestry with 

a woodsman named Sparky 
and for Tree Growers. He es-
tablished the Barns Company, 
focusing on post and beam 
construction. He worked on 
the restoration of the Acworth 
Meeting House.
  Michael did his best to sup-

port his sons in all their en-
deavors. He took great pride 
in their accomplishments and 
the good people they grew to 
be. On June 21, 1997, he mar-
ried June Ludlum who was his 
helpmate through all of his 
physical challenges. Michael 
loved life and found joy in 
the simple things such as hik-
ing with his dogs, feeding the 
hummingbirds, and watching 
the sunset. He and June shared 
a love for vintage cars, and they 
went to Watkins Glen, N.Y. to 
watch the vintage car races.
  Community was very im-

portant to him. He also had a 
reverence for nature and the 
forests in particular. He had a 

passion for old buildings and 
equipment. Michael had many 
friends both near and far. Mike 
volunteered for the Acworth 
Fire and Rescue Company 
for over 30 years and was a 
founding member of the FAST 
squad.
  Michael was predeceased by 

his parents and brother Nathan 
Blake. He is survived by his 
wife June Blake; sons Samuel 
and fiancée Dawn White and 
Aaron and fiancée Ann Grote; 
sisters Lucille (Robert) Palifka, 
Kathleen (Harry) Sanborn, 
Bethany (John) Miller, and 
Janice (Michael) Grady; uncle 
Bernard Sanborn; and many 
nieces, nephews, and cousins.
  Michael will be remembered 

for his sense of humor and his 
perseverance in facing over-
whelming physical challenges.
  There will be a celebration 

  Michael was a self-employed 
carpenter and landscaper in the 
Springfield area. He enjoyed 
hunting, fishing, playing gui-
tar, online video gaming with 
friends, movies, his dog Charlie, 
and most of all spending time 
with his son Odyn.
  He is survived by his mother 

Lisa Farley, son Odyn Farley, 
significant other Kelly Hill, ma-
ternal grandparents Janet and 
Robert Gordon Jr., aunt and 
uncle Susan and Tim Janos, close 
cousin Heather Janos, his broth-
ers and sisters without blood Sara 
Colby, Paul Coen, Jesse Pixley, 
Shane Bartlett, Jason Cormier, 
Ed Dodge, Dave Farnum, Heath-

er Farnum, Michael McEnaney, 
Derick Bruce, Jason Chizmar, 
and Brendon McGarry; and also 
by several aunts, uncles, and 
cousins. He was predeceased by 
his brother Kevin Farley, father 
Peter Farley, and paternal grand-
parents Maynard and Dorothy 
Farley.
  A celebration of life will be held 

at a later date and announced 
at that time. In lieu of flowers, 
memorial contributions may be 
made to the Springfield Humane 
Society, 401 Skitchewaug Trail, 
Springfield, VT 05156.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield is assisting with ar-
rangements.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Mi-
chael R. Farley, 39, died un-
expectedly Thursday, March 
19, 2020 at the Springfield 
Hospital in Springfield, Vt. 
He was born Feb. 15, 1981 in 
Springfield, the son of Peter 
M. and Lisa (Gordon) Far-
ley. He attended Springfield 
schools and graduated from 
Springfield High School.

of his life at a later date. 
Donations may be made to 
Specialty Clinic, Attn: Sandy 
Peplau, 25 Ridgewood Rd., 
Springfield, VT 05156 or 
Acworth Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Co., P.O. Box 86, Ac-
worth, NH 03601.
  To leave a message of con-

dolence, please visit www.
rickerfuneralhome.com.

Michael E. Blake, 1949-2020.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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MONTPELIER, Vt. – Gov. Phil 
Scott is calling all Vermonters 
into service with the launch of a 
new website allowing people to 
sign up for volunteer assistance 
to support the state’s response to 
COVID-19: www.vermont.gov/
volunteer.
  This website directs those with 

medical and healthcare skills to 
the Medical Reserve Corp, and 
those with other needed skills 
to a quick registration process to 
sign up to help.
  “I am asking every Vermont-

er to dig deep and find a way 
to give more in this incredibly 
challenging time,” said Gov. Phil 
Scott. “As we prepare for a surge 
in COVID-19 cases expected 
in the coming weeks, it will re-
quire each and every one of us 
to do our part to ease the burden 
on our health care system, the 
struggles of those less fortunate, 
and, ultimately, to save the lives 
of our friends and neighbors.”
  Those with medical experi-

ence or other health care back-
ground and the ability to vol-
unteer are needed to bolster 
the ranks of Vermont’s current 
health care workforce. This is 
needed because Vermont’s exist-
ing health care workers are going 
above and beyond to respond to 
this challenge as it unfolds, and 
they are going to need reinforce-

ments.
  “In every health care facility in 

Vermont, staff have been work-
ing extraordinary hours, per-
forming herculean tasks under 
great pressure and with limited 
resources,” said Health Commis-
sioner Mark Levine, M.D. “We 
are all in this together.”
  The Vermont Medical Reserve 

Corps is seeking these qualified 
and experienced volunteers:
• Licensed and certified health 

care professionals;
• People with mental health, or 

other types of clinical or profes-
sional experience;
• Health care administrative 

experience, such as with medical 
data entry or language transla-
tors; and
• People who have worked with 

displaced individuals, such as 
homeless shelter programs.
  Vermont has eased licensing 

requirements for the purposes of 
aiding this emergency response. 
Individuals who are licensed in 
other states or who were previ-
ously licensed should visit the 
Health Department website and 
review the guide on emergency 
licensure: www.healthvermont.
gov/health-professionals-sys-
tems/board-medical-practice/
COVID19.
  Other individuals willing to 

volunteer their time in Vermont’s 

response effort can register 
through the state’s volunteer 
web portal and indicate their 
expertise and availability. The 
state expects to draw upon 
many skills, potentially in-
cluding drivers, food service, 
construction, IT, security, 
skilled trades, and more.
  In addition to volunteering, 

Vermonters can also give back 
in the following ways:
• Donate PPE: Donations 

of N95 masks, medical and 
industrial grade, or surgical 
masks can be brought to your 
nearest State Police Barracks. 
You can find the location 
nearest to you at www.vsp.
vermont.gov/stations.
• Give blood: Visit the 

American Red Cross to learn 
how to safely donate blood: 
www.redcross.org/local/new-
hampshire-vermont.html.
• Support your local Food 

Bank. Donate online at www.
vtfoodbank.org or you can 
text GIVEHEALTH to 85511. 
If you’re in need of help, 
please visit www.vtfoodbank.
org/gethelp.
  “The coming weeks will 

be very difficult, but united 
in common purpose, we will 
face, fight, and defeat this vi-
rus – and emerge stronger to-
gether,” Gov. Scott said.

Gov. Scott requests support 
to COVID-19 response

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Grace 
Cottage Family Health & Hos-
pital has received inquiries 
about patients that have been 
tested for coronavirus within 
our community. While it is 
understandable that people 
want this information to pro-
tect themselves and their fami-
lies, Grace Cottage is unable to 
disclose any protected health 
information regarding any pa-
tient care or treatment.
  The Federal Health Insur-

ance Portability Accountabil-

ity Act was enacted in 1996 
to protect patient privacy and 
to ensure that patients can re-
ceive the confidential care they 
need. This law, by which we are 
bound, protects patients’ rights 
not to have their PHI shared 
with any others except those 
directly involved in their health 
care.
  For more information re-

garding this law, visit www.
hhs.gov/hipaa/for-individuals/
guidance-materials-for-con-
sumers/index.html. You can 

also call Grace Cottage’s Pri-
vacy Officer, Susan Kapral, at 
802-365-3626.
  Please be assured that 

when a positive coronavirus 
test is confirmed by the Ver-
mont Department of Health, 
VDH contacts the patient 
and identifies any contacts 
that the patient has had dur-
ing the infectious stage of the 
virus. If you would like more 
information regarding this, 
please go the VDH website, 
www.healthvermont.gov.

COVID-19, HIPAA at Grace Cottage

REGION – The Vermont 
State Police, Vermont Attor-
ney General’s Office, and the 
Vermont Network Against 
Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence join with other law-
enforcement agencies and 
advocacy organizations to 
acknowledge the unique and 
difficult challenges facing 
people who are living in abu-
sive and violent circumstanc-
es during the COVID-19 
pandemic.
  “While we continue to take 

precautions around COV-
ID-19 to make our commu-
nities safer for everyone, it 
is important for Vermonters 
to remember that not every 
home situation is safe,” said 
Attorney General T.J. Dono-
van. “Self-isolation does not 
mean that you are alone... I 
encourage all Vermonters 
who are worried about hav-
ing to self-isolate in a danger-
ous home situation to reach 
out.”
  “Despite many challenges 

and alterations in how ser-

vices are provided, dedicated 
advocates at Vermont’s domes-
tic and sexual violence organi-
zations are able to answer hot-
line calls, offer modified shelter, 
and certainly talk to survivors 
about safety planning and other 
issues,” said Karen Tronsgard-
Scott, executive director of the 
Vermont Network.
  The details around how do-

mestic and sexual violence orga-
nizations are handling this situ-
ation are as follows:
• Staff are mostly working re-

motely, answering hotline calls 
24/7 and supporting survivors.
• Shelters are open and imple-

menting the procedural guid-
ance offered by the State of 
Vermont Office on Economic 
Opportunity. This includes reg-
ular sanitation of shelter spaces, 
promoting handwashing and 
social isolation, and responding 
quickly in the event that a shel-
ter resident feels ill.
• Staff are attending to the 

needs of survivors housed in 
shelters by phone with daily 
in-person contact by one staff 

member.
  There are numerous resources 

available for survivors at the lo-
cal and national level. They in-
clude:
• Vermont Network website: 

www.vtnetwork.org/covid-
19-update
• Vermont Domestic Violence 

Hotline: 800-228-7395
• Vermont Sexual Violence 

Hotline: 800-489-7273
• National Domestic Violence 

Hotline: 800-799-7233
• If you’re unable to speak safe-

ly: Log onto www.thehotline.
org, or text LOVEIS to 22522.
• If you are in an emergency 

situation: Call 911.
  “We want survivors to know 

that we see you. We’re here. 
We’re ready to help,” said Col. 
Matthew T. Birmingham, direc-
tor of the Vermont State Police. 
“If you are in an abusive or vio-
lent situation, you should know 
that the State Police, your local 
law-enforcement agency, and 
the Vermont Judiciary will be 
there for you when you need 
them.”

Law enforcement ready to help 
survivors of domestic violence

WHITE RIVER JCT., 

Vt. – The White River Junc-
tion VA Healthcare System 
has announced they will be 
transitioning all face-to-face 
visits to VA Video Connect or 
telephone visits at their Com-
munity Based Outpatient 
Clinics in Keene, N.H. and at 
the Brattleboro, Newport, and 
Rutland, Vt. locations until 
further notice. This change is 
effective as of March 26.
  The remaining Commu-

nity Based Outpatient Clinics 
in Littleton, N.H., as well as 
Burlington, and Bennington, 
Vt. initiated this change April 
2. The White River Junction 

VA Healthcare System asks that 
patients use telehealth options 
for medical and behavioral visits 
that are not emergent.
  “Out of concern for our vet-

erans, staff, and community, we 
are honoring current social iso-
lation and distancing guidelines 
for reducing the spread of CO-
VID-19,” said Dan O’Rourke, 
M.D., Chief of Staff at White 
River Junction VA. 
  “Telehealth remains a viable 

option for routine or non-ur-
gent issues and offers the same 
high-quality, effective care vet-
erans have come to expect when 
visiting our facilities,” explains 
O’Rourke.
  Available telehealth options 

include appointments by phone 
or using VA Video Connect via 
computer, smartphone, or tab-
let. To learn more about VA Vid-
eo Connect, visit www.mobile.
va.gov/app/va-video-connect.
  Veterans may also send online, 

secure messages for non-urgent 
questions to their VA health care 
team using My HealtheVet, VA’s 
online patient portal. More in-
formation is available at www.
myhealth.va.gov.
  To set up telephone or video 

appointments, veterans can call 

802-295-9363 ext. 6364 or send 
their provider a secure message 
on My HealtheVet.
  Veterans experiencing an 

emergency should immediately 
dial 911 or go to the closest 
emergency room. Individuals 
experiencing an urgent mental 
health issue may also call the 
Veterans Crisis Line, 24/7, at 
1-800-273-8255, press 1, or text 
838255. Confidential chat is 
available at www.VeteransCri-
sisLine.net.
  Veterans can use Annie’s 

Coronavirus Precautions pro-
tocol to send automated text 
messages with information 
about COVID-19. This applica-
tion helps veterans monitor for 
symptoms and can assist if they 
need to contact their VA facility 
for care. Enroll at www.mobile.
va.gov/annie.
  Veterans who need non-ur-

gent prescription refills should 
call the pharmacy call center 
at 1-866-400-1241 or 802-295-
9363 ext. 6364. Veterans can 
also request prescription refills 
be shipped to their homes using 
My HealtheVet or the Rx Refill 
mobile app available for down-
load at www.mobile.va.gov/app/
rx-refill.

White River Junction VA 
coronavirus safety measures

REGION – New reports about 
COVID-19 are becoming more 
widespread and can be stressful 
to deal with. Here are some tips 
to help you manage stress. 

  Keep things in perspective
  Take a deep breath and re-

mind yourself that most people 
who contract COVID-19 will 
only experience mild symp-
toms. Work is being done to 
help people who may be more 
vulnerable to the coronavirus, 
such as senior citizens and those 
with underlying health condi-
tions. 

  Get the facts
  It is helpful to adopt a more 

analytical approach as you fol-
low news reports about the 
coronavirus. You will also want 
to verify information that you 
receive from family, friends, or 
social media.
  There are many websites with 

dedicated information on the 
virus, including: 
• The U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention: www.
cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
nCoV
• The Vermont Department 

of Health: www.healthvermont.
gov
• The New Hampshire Depart-

ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices: www.dhhs.nh.gov.

  Communicate with your chil-
dren
  Discuss the news coverage 

of the coronavirus with honest 
and age-appropriate informa-

tion. Parents can also help allay 
distress by focusing children 
on routines and schedules. Re-
member that children will ob-
serve your behaviors and emo-
tions for cues on how to manage 
their own feelings during this 
time. 

  Keep connected
  Maintaining social networks 

can foster a sense of normality 
and provide valuable outlets for 
sharing feelings and relieving 
stress. You can maintain these 
connections without increasing 
your risk of getting the virus by 
talking on the phone, texting, or 
chatting with people on social 
media platforms. 

  Seek additional help
  Individuals who feel an over-

whelming nervousness, a lin-
gering sadness, or other pro-
longed reactions that adversely 
affect their job performance 
or interpersonal relationships 
should consult with a trained 
and experienced mental health 
professional. Psychologists and 
other appropriate mental health 
providers can help people deal 
with extreme stress. These pro-
fessionals work with individuals 
to help them find constructive 
ways to manage stress effec-
tively.

  Submitted by Twin State 
Psychological Services, Spring-
field, Vt. For more information, 
go to www.twinstatepsychologi-
calservices.com.

Managing stress associated 
with the coronavirus



bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 22 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 

(06/02/20 - TFN - 26)

builders/contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proc-
torsville. 802-226-8125. 

(05/26/20 - TFN - 13)

ALBERTI LANDSCAPE AND CONSTRUCTION
Professional landscape solutions and lawn care. Schedule a 
clean-up or mulch installation. Also providing home improve-
ment and remodeling services. Call Alex 802-451-6112. 

(07/07/20 - 13)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275

We offer a variety of sevices, ranging from handyman projects, 
through small restorations to full blown renovations. Our clients 
expect a great experience from start to finish. Our professional-
ism matched with proficiency, customer care, and quality hit 
that mark. We are fully insured and ready for your next project, 
big or small. 

Like us on FACEBOOK: Hammer for Hire LLC @nedmortensen2008

(06/16/20 - 13)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 

(08/18/20 - TFN - 52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk re-
moved. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 

(05/26/20 - 13)

design
SMS DESIGNS
Graphic Designer Shawntae Webb can help you design your 
logos, advertisements, magazines, books, and other publication 
layouts, and more. Call 802-289-4389 or email shawntae_stillwell_
sms@yahoo.com.

firewood & building 
materials
AMP TIMBER HARVESTING, INC.
Firewood for Sale: Cut, Split, and Delivered. Prices vary by location. 

Slab wood available for firepits and sugarwood. 

Rough Sawn Lumber, Custom Sawing.

Pine Boards, Framing Lumber, Hardwood Furniture Stock. Based 
out of Chester. Serving Chester, Springfield, Windham, and 
surrounding areas. Dennis Allard: 802-254-0680. Billy Parker: 
802-874-7260.  

(06/23/20 - TFN - 13)

forest management
NEW ENGLAND FORESTRY CONSULTANTS, 
INC. 
We offer a full range of forestry services from management plans 
& timber sale administration to trail building & wildlife habitat im-
provement. Contact Ryan C. Gumbart at rgumbart@cforesters.
com or 978-962-1955. 

(06/23/20 - 13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Lawn care in Cavendish and Ludlow, Vt. Also offer carpentry, 
interior & exterior painting, window & door replacements, win-
dow screen repairs & replacement, window cleaning, vinyl siding 
washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 802-
226-7077 or 802-591-0019.

(04/28/20 - 26)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.
com.  

(09/08/20 - TFN - 52)

DRC STONE DESIGN
Specializing in all Stone Masonry Applications including veneer, 
walls, patios, walkways. Fully insured. Free estimates. 32 years 
experience. Contact Dan Field at 802-384-0122 or stoneart49@
gmail.com or visit drcstonedesign.com. 

(06/16/20 - 13)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory 
(802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com
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classifiedsLEGAL NOTICES

The Ludlow-Mount Holly Unified Union School 
Board (LMHUUSD) seeks a Ludlow Town resident 

interested in serving as a member of our local 
school board. The term of this position will be 

until Town Meeting Election Day held on Tuesday, 
March 2, 2021. The Board meets regularly, the 

second Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m. and 
others as necessary. Members may fulfill additional 

responsibilities including board committees.

Please submit a letter of interest to:
LMHUUSD Board

c/o Meg Alison Powden
609 VT Route 103 South
Ludlow, Vermont 05149

LMHUUSD SCHOOL BOARD

- Has an Immediate Opening -

Administrative Assistant  
 
Part time position working for the Town of 
Weston Selectboard, including preparing agendas 
for meetings; posting notices; responding to 
phone calls and emails; meeting and assisting 
members of the community; researching issues; 
typing and mailing correspondence; keeping files; 
assisting the Road Foreman with clerical duties.  
Flexible weekdays and hours (15 – 20 per week) 
mornings preferred. Experience with Microsoft 
Word, Excel, and email required. Compensation 
will depend on experience. 
 
Please send resume and references to Town of 
Weston Selectboard, PO Box 98, Weston, VT  
05161 or email to clerk@westonvt.org. Town of 
Weston is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

NOTICE OF WATER FLUSHING

APRIL 15 & 16, 2020

VILLAGE OF LUDLOW 

WATER DEPARTMENT

The Village of Ludlow will be flushing the wa-
ter mains and testing the fire hydrant system on 
Wednesday and Thursday, April 15 & 16, 2020. 

Residents may experience discolored water during 
this time.  When the flushing is complete, please be 
sure to let your cold water run until the water runs 
clear.  

We appreciate your patience and understanding 
while we perform our distribution system main-
tenance.  Please feel free to contact the Municipal 
Office at (802) 228-2841 or the Water Department 
at (802) 228-8431 if you have any questions.

Thank you

The Town of Rockingham is requesting proposals 
for a new 10 Wheel Plow Truck.  Interested bid-
ders are asked to submit sealed proposals, clearly 
marked “PLOW TRUCK RFP”, no later than 2:00 
p.m., Thursday, April 16, 2020.  

Contact Everett Hammond, Public Works Director, 
Town of Rockingham for a copy of the RFP at 802-
463-3964 ext 1116 or it can be obtained on line at 
rockbf.org under the “Bids/Request for Proposals” 
tab.

Town of Rockingham

Plow Truck RFPDEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL 

Tele-Conferencing for Public Participation

 Westminster, Vermont

Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will 
meet at 6:30 pm on Monday, May 4, 2020 to consid-
er the following:

Application #20-34 (Long View Forest) – property 
located at 48 Picz Road. The Application is request-
ing the Construction of a Pole Barn for the use of 
storing trucks & small equipment. This Application 
will be reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Re-
view, Section 312 Waiver of Dimensional Require-
ment, and Section 446 Residential District Zone of 
the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Application #20-38 (Greg & Noel Fletcher) – 
property located at 48 Church Ave.. The Applicant 
is requesting a permit for a 24’ x 24’ garage in the 
Town of Westminster. This Application will be 
reviewed under Section 311 Site Plan Review; Sec-
tion 312 Waiver of Dimensional Requirement, and 
Section 447 Rural Residential District Zone of the 
adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to 
the right to make any subsequent appeals. 

The application is available for review in the West-
minster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, 
Vermont 05158, Monday – Friday from 8:30 am - 
4:00 pm.

Town of Westminster 
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

AUCTION
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Auc-
tion held April 11, 2020 at 
11 a.m. at 96 Route 106 N. 
Springfield. 802-683-7104. To 
be auctioned:
Matt Reynolds #177
Christopher Benoit # 191
Dylan Davis #195
Orion Pfenning #197
(04/14)

FIREWOOD 

FOR SALE
REGION - Mountain and Valley, 
cut split delivered green fire-
wood. $200 per cord. Seasoned 
firewood $250 per cord. Within 
20 miles of Perkinsville, Vt. 802-
263-5939. (05/05)

FOR RENT
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 3 br apart-
ment available. H/HW, rubbish 
removal incl. W/D hook ups. 
Rent is 30% of income. Applica-
tion required. Contact Kathy at 
802-463-9863. (04/28)

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 300 sq. 
ft. commercial space available. 
$350/month all utilities includ-

ed. Handicapped accessible. 
Contact Kathy at 802-463-9863 
for more information. (04/21)

TALENTED 

PEOPLE 

WANTED
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Looking for 
people to network with some 
ability in any of the following 
areas; Gardening (any experi-

ence e.g. food production, 
growing herbs for food and 
medicinal, etc), Home Repair 
(any discipline e.g. carpentry, 
tiling, electrical, plumbing, 
etc), Electronics (e.g. Computer 
hardware or software, kit build-
ing, MPU or SBC capabilities, 
etc), Mechanics (e.g. automo-
tive, small engine, design, etc).  
Education (e.g. Math, Lan-
guage, Physics, Chemistry, etc), 
have immediate needs.  Contact 
Steve at mrplanet@aurorasky.
net. (04/28)

WOOD 

BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 
save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 
wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818. (TFN)

VISIT US ON

@VermontJournal

ADVERTISE 

WITH US 

ONLINE!

We can build 

your ad and 

link it to any 

website you 

want!

WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM
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outdoor & activity REAL ESTATE/AUTO

Now is a great time to do the things 
we usually put off until later...

Take a walk, pick up the sticks that have fallen on the ground, 
go through closets and drawers, clean out/organize, 

reach out to an old friend or relative...
Turn the worst of times into the best of times!

Stay well,
The Muse & Associates Team

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Elegant Architecturally-designed 

Modern Country Home! 

4 Bedroom, 4 Bath, On 38+/- Acres!

Grafton, $699,000 

Expressive Main St Home with

Antique Charm & Large Yard!

4 Bedroom, 1 Bath

Chester, $175,900

6.9+/- Wooded Acres

Facing South East In Subdivision

w/Protective Covenants

Windham, $44,000

Circa 1802 Historic Colonial

23 Rooms, 2 Shop Buildings

9 Bedrooms, 7 Baths

Springfield, $275,000

Sweet, Inviting Country Home

Perennials and Babbling Brook

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 1.6+/- Acres

Wardsboro, $149,000

Farmhouse Just Outside Village

w/Studio Guest House!

4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths

Grafton, $399,000

Contemporary Country Treasure!

5 Acres of Wooded & Open Land

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $274,900

Spacious and Sunny Double Wide

Open Concept & 4.6+/- Acres

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Rockingham, $119,000

10.8 +/- Acres w/Country Location

Gently Wooded Lot, 4.9 of

Acreage in Reading

Cavendish, $39,900

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

MONTPELIER, Vt. – 

Vermont’s traditional trout 
fishing season opens Satur-
day, April 11, and despite 
lingering snow cover, the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department says anglers 
can still have fun and be 
successful early in the sea-
son while following CO-
VID-19 safety precautions.
  Larger baits can often be 

more effective for enticing 
early-season trout into bit-
ing. Trout will often hold 
close to the bottom in the 
deeper areas of streams 
during high flow condi-
tions to conserve energy. 
  Anglers who like to fish 

and release their catch don’t 
need to wait for opening 
day. There are year-round 
catch-and-release fishing 
opportunities for trout and 

bass in Vermont. See the 
“2020 Vermont Fishing 
Guide and Regulations” 
for a list of rivers open to 
year-round trout fishing. 
The guide is available on 
Fish & Wildlife’s website 
at www.eregulations.com/
vermont/fishing.
  The Fish and Wildlife 

Department urges anglers 
to use good judgment to 
keep everyone safe and 
reduce the spread of the 
coronavirus:
• Refrain from carpool-

ing. Drive to your fishing 
spots only with your im-
mediate family members 
and only if everyone is feel-
ing well.
• When fishing from 

shore, keep a distance of at 
least six feet between you 
and others. A good way to 

measure this is with your 
fishing pole! 
• Don’t share fishing 

gear with others.
• Avoid touching your 

eyes, nose, and mouth.
• Clean your gear well 

after using it.
• Wash your hands for 

at least 20 seconds with 
soap and water after 
fishing.
  For information 

about staying safe while 
enjoying outdoor ac-
tivities, check www.
vtfishandwildlife.com/
outdoor-recreation-
and-covid-19. For more 
information on COV-
ID-19 and health guide-
lines, visit www.health-
vermont.gov/response/
infectious-disease/2019-
novel-coronavirus.

Vermont trout season 
opens April 11

WESTON, Vt. – Su-
sanna Gellert, execu-
tive artistic director of 
Weston Playhouse The-
atre Company, in the 
wake of the ever-evolv-
ing circumstances sur-
rounding COVID-19, 
announces the reimag-
ining of the 2020 theat-
rical season.
  “The mandated 

guidelines necessary 
for keeping us safe and 
healthy have a deep 
impact on our theatre 
company and our role 
as a community arts 
center,” says Gellert. 
“We have had to come 
to grips with what this 
means for our summer 

season of plays and musi-
cals. In this time of uncer-
tainty, we have made some 
important decisions. We 
make these decisions with 
the safety of our patrons 
and our community fore-
most in our minds, and 
with a real concern for the 
wellbeing of our full-time 
staff and the dozens of art-
ists who come to Weston 
to create our summer sea-
son.”
  All previously sched-

uled productions at both 
the Weston Playhouse and 
Walker Farm are canceled. 
However, the three Play-
house shows – “Ring of 
Fire,” “Kinky Boots,” and 
“Steel Magnolias” – will be 

produced next year as part 
of the 2021 season.
  For 84 years, Weston 

Playhouse Theatre Com-
pany has flourished as 
a home for exceptional 
theatre. Born during the 
Great Depression, it has 
withstood floods, fires, 
times of war, and hurri-
canes.
  When the threat of CO-

VID-19 recedes, Weston 
Playhouse will once again 
open its doors. Gellert 
confirms, “As soon as the 
opportunity arises, we will 
gather at Walker Farm 
to celebrate our theatre’s 
lasting ability to sustain 
us and bring us together 
even in the most difficult 

times.”
  In reaching the decision 

not to move forward with 
the 2020 season as sched-
uled, Weston Playhouse 
Theatre Company coordi-
nated with Dorset Theatre 
Festival and other arts or-
ganizations in the region.
  Visit www.westonplay-

house.org for more infor-
mation or to subscribe to 
email updates for future 
announcements about 
the exciting projects that 
will create the reimagined 
2020 season. Weston staff 
will be reaching out to 
current ticket holders with 
more information about 
options for their 2020 
tickets.

Weston Playhouse Theatre 
Company reimagines 84th season

MONTPELIER, Vt. – 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
announced that the de-
partment is holding elec-
tronic public hearings to 
solicit input on deer and 
moose on the following 
dates, from 6:30 to 9 p.m.
• April 13 – www.zoom.

us/j/787469027 and con-
ference call 929-436-2866, 
meeting ID: 787-469-027
• April 15 – www.zoom.

us/j/512423816 and con-
ference call 929-436-2866, 
meeting ID: 512-423-816

• April 16 – www.zoom.
us/j/781441147 and con-
ference call 929-436-2866, 
meeting ID: 781-441-147
  To participate via smart-

phone or tablet, download 
the free Zoom cloud meet-
ing app and enter the ap-
propriate 9-digit meeting 
ID. Please note that con-
ference call number is the 
same for all meetings, but 
each meeting has a unique 
ID number and weblink. 
Be sure to use the correct 
information for the meet-

ing you are joining.
  The department 

strongly encourages 
members of the public 
to review information 
that will be discussed 
by going to www.vtfis-
handwildlife.com/deer-
moose-hearings prior to 
the hearings. 
  Public comments and 

questions will be taken at 
the electronic meetings 
over the computer and 
phone, but can also be 
provided at any time by 
sending them to ANR.
FWPublicComment@
vermont.gov. Responses 
to these questions at the 
public hearings will be 
compiled and presented 
to the Fish and Wildlife 
Board before its April 22 
meeting. 
  Comments on moose 

will be taken until April 
19. Public comment on 
deer will be taken until 
May 16.

Fish & Wildlife electronic 
hearings on deer and moose MONTPELIER, Vt. – 

It is strongly advised 
that the public postpone 
all outdoor burning 
through at least May 30. 
Open burning creates 
the risk of an escaped 
fire and puts pressure 
on emergency person-
nel. Given that Vermont 
is currently experiencing 
community-wide spread 
of COVID-19, there is 
a need to minimize any 
additional pressure on 

emergency personnel both 
in terms of response and 
unnecessary potential con-
tact with people who may 
have COVID-19.
  To date, very few wildland 

fires have been reported in 
Vermont this year. How-
ever, April and May are 
historically the most active 
months for wildland fires in 
the state, and most of these 
fires occur as a result of es-
caped debris burns. Look-
ing ahead, temperatures are 

predicted to be above aver-
age and precipitation below 
normal through mid-April. 
  Vermont’s Town For-

est Fire Wardens have 
the statutory authority to 
stop issuing burn permits 
and many fire wardens 
throughout the state have 
taken this precautionary 
step. Please check in with 
your local fire warden and 
be considerate and patient 
when assessing the need to 
conduct any open burning. 

The Vermont Wildland 
Fire Program appreciates 
the public’s support in fire 
prevention and reducing 
the need for unnecessary 
emergency response dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
  To learn more about the 

Wildland Fire Program and 
to locate your town’s for-
est fire warden, visit www.
fpr.vermont.gov/forest/
wildland-fire/forest-fire-
wardens.

Reduce the risk of wildland fires during 
COVID-19 emergency

BELLOWS FALLS, 

Vt. – Canal Street Art 
Gallery presents “Two 
Painters Out Standing 
in Their Fields” with 
Jeanne McMahan and 
Rodrica Tilley. This 
show opens online 
April 8 through May 9. 
Go to www.canalstree-
tartgallery.com to expe-
rience the show in this 
new interactive format. 
Canal Street Art Gallery 

remains optimistic at this 
time of much uncertainty, 
innovating ways to bring 
the show to you.
  Jeanne McMahan and 

Rodrica Tilley are the 
fourth set of artists to 
make a duo show of this 
kind. Both artists work 
from direct observation 
of the landscape: Jeanne 
McMahan in oil paint and 
Rodrica Tilley in pastel 
paint. McMahan looks to 

the open fields and water 
with her gestural style and 
minimal shapes. Tilley, 
often working in her gar-
dens, finds intimate views 
with packed together sub-
jects.
  Join us live online April 

17, from 6 to 7 p.m., for 
our virtual gallery event. 
Go to www.facebook.
com/canalstreetartgallery 
or www.canalstreetartgal-
lery.com/events.html.

  The gallery will only be 
open by appointment until 
further notice. Please call 
Wednesday to Saturday 
from 11 a.m.-5 p.m. For 
more information, go to 
www.canalstreetartgallery.
com, call Mike or Emmett 
at 802-289-0104, or email 
artinfo@canalstreetartgal-
lery.com.

“Two Painters Out Standing in Their Fields”

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 

The Herricks Cove Wild-
life Festival Planning 
Committee has officially 
canceled the 2020 festival. 
The next festival will re-
turn in 2021 on first Sun-
day in May – May 2, 2021. 
The dedication of the new 
osprey platform will take 
place at a future date to be 
determined.
  Information on next 

year’s festival will be posted 
on the Ascutney Mountain 
Audubon Society website 
at www.amasvt.org.

Herricks 
Cove 
Wildlife 
Festival 
canceled

MANCHESTER, Vt. – 

Northshire Bookstore is 
taking its motto of building 
community one book at a 
time to heart in this time 
of pandemic. Northshire 
will host a virtual events 
program every Thursday at 
5 p.m. with weekly authors 
and guests via Zoom. 
  Full event information 

is available at www.north-
shire .com/upcoming-
events. The virtual events 
can be accessed at www.
zoom.us/j/9537813547. A 
direct link and more in-
formation are available at 
www.northshire.com.

Northshire 
virtual events 
program
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