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BY JOE MILLIKEN

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Bel-
lows Falls Police Chief Ron 
Lake, who has been the village 
police chief since 2008, recently 
announced his resignation and 
will be retiring from the local 
police force in March. Origi-
nally from Brattleboro, Lake 
comes from a family of law en-
forcement officers including his 
father and brother, who both 
worked for the Brattleboro Po-
lice Department.
  Lake has now been in law en-

forcement for 36 years, starting 
his professional career right af-
ter graduating from high school 
with the Windham County 

Sheriff ’s Department. He joined 
the Bellows Falls Police Depart-
ment in June of 2007, first as an 
interim at the position. Lake was 
an officer on the force for less 
than a year before being pro-
moted to police chief in January 
of 2008. With 12 years under 
his belt, Lake is now the longest 
serving police chief in the his-
tory of the Bellows Falls Police 
Department.
  While Lake has been on 

medical leave, Bellows Falls Fire 
Chief Shaun McGinnis, who 
is also a part-time officer and 
the town’s deputy health offi-
cer, has been the acting police 
chief since December but has no 
plans to apply for the open posi-
tion as chief.

  The announcement of Lake’s 
retirement was presented to 
the Bellows Falls Village Trust-
ees earlier in the month. Mov-
ing forward, Harrison will be 
working in conjunction with the 
Vermont League of Cities and 
Towns to find the next police 
chief.
  “We will be starting a search 

process shortly, advertising both 
locally and regionally,” Bel-
lows Falls Municipal Manager 
Wendy Harrison said in an in-
terview. “It is important that the 
new police chief has demon-
strated successful experience as 
a manager or supervisor in law 
enforcement.”
  Harrison continued, “We 

are in the process of forming a 

search committee intended to 
represent the multiple constitu-
ents of the Police Department. 
I estimate the earliest we will 
have a new police chief would 
be mid-April, but it likely will be 
sometime around mid-May.”
  In a prepared statement re-

leased by Harrison, Lake stated 
that he would really miss the job 
as police chief. “It has truly been 
a privilege and an honor to serve 
as the Bellows Falls Police Chief 
these past 12 years. I’ll miss the 
day-to-day challenges and most 
of all the people.”
  Harrison added, “During my 

18 months working with Ron, I 
have appreciated his enthusiasm 
and dedication to the residents 
of the village.”

Bellows Falls Police Chief to retire in March

Police Chief Ron Lake to retire in March.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard adopted the 
2021 budget of $6.2 million 
and eliminated the director of 
public works position.
  On Jan. 7, Gaetano Putig-

nano suggested to cut Everett 
Hammond’s position for a sav-
ings of $119,500 and Stefan 
Golec requested information 
on upcoming projects before 
they eliminated staff.
  Municipal Manager Wendy 

Harrison explained that “the 
staff does not recommend 
deleting and believes elimi-
nating this position will cost 
more than it will save, and will 
likely result in a reduction of 
services.” Harrison agreed an 
engineer was not required for 
the position of public 
works director, but 
that as an engineer, 
Hammond saved the 
town money.
  Harrison said the 

largest example of 
savings was the work 
on Burt, Blake, and 
Park streets, although 
a village project saved 
the town an estimat-
ed $200,000 with a 
completion date sev-
en years earlier than 
scheduled.
  Harrison men-

tioned the town’s up-
coming projects, in-
cluding the new Arch 
Bridge and Depot 
Street Bridge, that 

the town will need the pub-
lic works director. Putignano 
asked if these would require 
engineering services.
  Harrison replied that it did 

not, only coordination. Both 
Griswold Drive and Hyde Hill 
drainage projects will require 
an engineer, but the Griswold 
Drive storm water project is 
scheduled for this spring.
  Harrison shared that an av-

erage cost for an outside en-
gineer was $100-130 per hour 
versus the $60 an hour that 
Hammond received. She re-
minded the Selectboard that 
when the town contracted 
Hammond as an engineer, the 
cost was roughly $106,000 for 
part-time services. Harrison 
commented that the highway 
department and finance direc-
tor also agreed there would 
not be significant savings and 

would “slow down” their de-
partments without his help.
  Putignano said that people 

were tired of raised taxes. In 
the last 10 years, expenses 
have gone up but the grand 
list value has remained the 
same and explained, “When 
you are in debt, you don’t 
increase your spending ev-
ery year. We have to mini-
mize our spending.”
  Ben Masure said, “I’m in 

favor of cutting the public 
works position. I’ve done 
my research and compared 
towns throughout the state, 
and I don’t think it’s a neces-
sary position.”
  Susan Hammond did not 

agree eliminating the posi-
tion was the answer and said 
they should bring the bud-
get “as is to Town Meeting.”
  Village President Deborah 

Wright reminded 
the Selectboard that 
the reality was “the 
voters did not want 
to make the hard 
decisions and that is 
why they elect you.”
  Masure made the 

motion to eliminate 
Public Works Di-
rector Everett Ham-
mond’s position. 
The vote was ap-
proved 3-2 with Su-
san Hammond and 
Peter Golec voting 
against. The 2021 
budget passed 3-2 
with with approval 
from Stefan Golec, 
Putignano, and Ma-
sure.

Selectboard approves 
budget 3-2, divided on 
public works position

Bellows Falls approves budget, while they are di-
vided on public works position. 
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BY JO ROBBINS

The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Selectboard held 
its regular meeting Mon-
day, Jan. 20 and approved 
a fiscal year 2021 budget of 
$12,612,404 for town sala-
ries, incidental and neces-
sary town expenses including 
highways, which the voters 
will be asked to approve at the 
Town Meeting in March. This 
amount is a $336,724 increase 
from last year or 3.48%.
  In two corresponding ar-

ticles, voters will be asked to 
approve the School Board 
to spend $32,654,523, an 
amount necessary for the 
subsequent fiscal year and to 
approve spending $125,333 – 
to be used in conjunction 
with $199,478 in federal grant 
money – for the establish-
ment of two full-day, full-year 
pre-kindergarten classrooms. 
If approved, these combined 
articles will result in total ed-
ucation spending of $19,302 
per pupil, an amount which 
is 4.65% higher than the cur-
rent year.
  A previous article for con-

sideration was the appropria-
tion of $700,000 for repaving, 
road construction, gravel 
road improvements, and an-
cillary professional services 
for specific projects specified 
in the Road Surface Manage-
ment System Report from 
2015. This article included 
the language “…or other duly 
warranted sidewalk improve-
ments,” which was debated 
at length and segued into a 
discussion about whether to 
keep sidewalk repair in that 
line item or have it stand 
alone in its own article.
  Everett Hammond of Lin-

coln Street said he supported 
the paving article but asked 
what roads have had capital 
improvements, which roads 
were chip sealed – a process 
that didn’t hold up well – and 
then gave the board an ex-
tensive list of questions re-
garding this and three other 
articles. After discussion, the 

board unanimously passed the 
$700,000 paving article.
  An article to appropriate 

$100,000 specifically for the re-
construction of sidewalks fol-
lowed and addressed the under-
lying issue that came up in the 
paving discussion. A motion 
was made to approve but was 
withdrawn. Vice Chair Walter 
Martone said it wasn’t enough 
to just appropriate the money 
for sidewalks; there should be a 
capital plan established for that 
money that will assess priorities 
and the voters should weigh in. 
Board member Peter MacGilli-
vray said although the planning 
would fall on the Public Works 
Department, the Energy and 
Trails committees might want 
to lobby for more walkable side-
walks. Char Osterlund said the 
article ties in well with the Town 
Plan and the Energy Commit-
tee.
  Resident Richard Andrews 

said he supported the appropri-
ation because there is a popula-
tion that relies on sidewalks as 
transportation, and although 
they do not own cars, they pay 
taxes and have been under-
served. He agreed with Mar-
tone and said the plan could be 
spread out over a few years.
  Town Manager Tom Yenner-

ell suggested the board add the 
planning language into the arti-
cle because it could be a signifi-
cant cost that he estimated to be 
between $20,000-$25,000. Pub-
lic Works Director Jeff Strong 
agreed and said outside exper-
tise would be needed.
  Chair Kristi Morris said he 

supported putting seed money 
into this budget but said the 
board has to answer to the vot-

ers and this appropriation could 
represent a $0.01 to $0.015 in-
crease in the tax rate. He said 
maintenance on buildings, 
sidewalks, and roads has been 
defrayed long enough and said, 
“We are paying heavily for it.” 
Morris said this will not con-
struct miles of sidewalk, but it 
may cover a couple of projects. 
Strong agreed and added these 
projects cost about $150 per 
foot.
  A new motion was made to 

appropriate $100,000 for side-
walk construction but added 
language for a reconstruction 
plan to study grant sourcing and 
passed unanimously.
  A new article to appropriate 

$360,000 for the reclaiming and 
repaving of the Riverside School 
and town parking lot and spread 
out over two years ultimately 
failed after it was debated at 
length. The town owns 50% of 
the lot and the school owns the 
rest. The board and residents 
discussed whether to pave the 
entire lot or separate it into two 
projects. Strong said, and Ham-
mond agreed, that it would cost 
more to mobilize the equipment 
twice if the project was done in 
two phases. Hammond asked 
about the limit and scope of 
work? Have there been test pits 
or geo probes? Is there an ad-
equate gravel base? He said if we 
are going to do it, do it right.
  Fire Chief Russell Thompson 

asked the board to consider wid-
ening the access at what he calls 
a chokepoint where it is nearly 
impossible to get fire trucks in.
  Board member George Mc-

Naughton effectively ended the 

Selectboard approves budget 
and warrant articles for Town 
Meeting

Springfield approves budget. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

See SPRINGFIELD on Page 3A
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REGION – This year, the 
Earned Income Tax Credit can 
help working families in Ver-
mont make ends meet with a 
credit up to $6,557. In addi-
tion, any family with dependent 
children who receives the Ver-
mont EITC is automatically in-
come-eligible for food benefits 
through 3SquaresVT – mean-
ing their income and resources 
don’t count. Jan. 31 is EITC 

Awareness Day, a time to spread 
the word to the estimated one in 
five Vermonters who miss out 
on thousands of dollars in sav-
ings and added benefits because 
they are unaware of EITC or its 
link to 3SquaresVT.
  “Many Vermonters will re-

ceive the EITC this year but they 
may not know it, and they may 
not know how the EITC can 
connect them to other programs 

that can help them save money,” 
says Anore Horton, executive 
director at Hunger Free Ver-
mont. “Receiving EITC makes it 
possible for many families to ac-
cess 3SquaresVT who wouldn’t 
have otherwise been eligible. 
This helps families save money 
and put more healthy food on 
the table.”
  The average monthly 

3SquaresVT benefit is over 
$300 for a working family with 
children. Additionally, chil-
dren who receive a 3SquaresVT 
benefit amount also qualify for 

free school meals, which al-
lows families more flexibility 
in their food budgets and helps 
strengthen school meal pro-
grams. Vermonters making un-
der $55,952 should see if they 
qualify.
  EITC is designed to encourage 

and reward work while reduc-
ing poverty, providing financial 
security for working families 
while also providing economic 
stimulus for the state. In 2019, 
39,000 Vermonters received 
EITC, bringing over $77 million 
federal dollars into the state at 

an average credit of $1,979 per 
household. Nationally, EITC 
and 3SquaresVT lift millions of 
people out of poverty. Research 
indicates that children in EITC 
and 3SquaresVT households 
have better health and educa-
tion outcomes as well.
  “Call the IRS to see if you 

qualify for the EITC, even if you 
don’t usually file taxes,” Hor-
ton emphasizes. “And apply for 
3SquaresVT. If you receive the 
EITC, you have also earned the 
additional benefits that come 
along with it.”

  To find out if you qualify 
for the EITC, call the IRS at 
1-800-829-1040 or visit the on-
line tool www.irs.gov/Credits-
&-Deductions/Individuals/
Earned-Income-Tax-Credit/
Use-the-EITC-Assistant. For 
help preparing your taxes for 
free, dial 2-1-1 to make an ap-
pointment in your community 
with a certified volunteer. For 
information about 3SquaresVT 
and school meals and to find out 
how much you could get, visit 
www.vermontfoodhelp.com or 
dial 2-1-1.

Save money and eat well with Earned Income Tax 
Credit and 3SquaresVT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Health 
care and prescription drugs are 
expensive. So what is Vermont 
doing about that? Come find 
out what is happening and how 
we can help. The Springfield 
Town Democrats are proud 
to present Dr. Marvin Malek 
as their guest speaker at their 
Monday, Feb. 3 meeting at 6:30 
p.m. in the conference room in 
HCRS, 390 River St. The meet-
ing is open to the public.
  Malek will discuss Vermont’s 

state-based reform, the Green 
Mountain Care reform of 2011 
that was signed into law but 
never implemented, as well as 
Universal Primary Care, the 
current focus of activist activ-
ity, with a bill before the Legis-
lature.
  Marvin Malek received his 

medical training at SUNY Up-
state in Syracuse, N.Y., resi-
dency training at Cook Coun-
ty Hospital in Chicago, and 
later earned a master’s degree 
in health policy at Harvard 

University’s School of Public 
Health.
  Malek has spent most of his 

career in community medicine, 
served as founding medical di-
rector of primary care facilities 
in South Troy, N.Y., as well as 
a large community health cen-
ter in Albany, N.Y. He moved 
to Vermont in 2001, where he 
served as founding medical di-
rector of the internal medicine 
practice in Barre, Vt. He has 
also spent many years prac-
ticing inpatient medicine. In 
2016, he joined the internal 
medicine staff at Springfield 
Hospital, and currently practic-
es primary care medicine at the 
Ludlow Health Center, part of 
Springfield Hospital’s primary 
care network.
  Malek’s lifelong interest in 

public health has led him to 
host and produce a radio show 
for several years, and for the 
last six years, serve as the leader 
of Vermont Physicians for a 

National Health Program. He 
served on the Green Mountain 
Care Board’s Advisory Com-
mittee for its first five years and 
has frequently testified before 
the Vermont Legislature and 
given talks around the state 
advocating for single payer re-
form in order to create a more 
accessible and affordable health 
care system. For the last five 
years, he has served as the pri-
mary preceptor for a summer 
health policy internship pro-
gram open to medical students 
and other health profession 
trainees.
  Light refreshments will be 

served. Contact Char Oster-
lund at charmf@vermontel.net 
for more information or, in the 
case of inclement weather, for 
cancelation information.

Springfield Dems host Dr. Marvin 
Malek on healthcare in Vermont

Dr. Marvin Malek.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Members of the Bellows Falls 
Women’s Club will gather 
Tuesday, Feb. 11 at the United 
Church on School Street begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m. Shaun Mc-
Ginnis, chief of Bellows Falls 
Fire Department, will speak to 
the club.
  At the Jan. 14 meeting, Marty 

Gallagher, administrator of 
Greater Rockingham Area Ser-
vices, presented a program on 
the agency located at the Bel-

lows Falls Health Center. GRAS 
has several partners dedicated 
to fulfilling its mission of mak-
ing health care and well-being 
accessible to the area’s citizens. 
She spoke of her vision for the 
organization.
  Members are reminded to 

bring non-perishable food and 
personal care items to be do-
nated to Our Place Drop-in 
Center to the February meet-
ing. It is suggested that mem-
bers wear red in honor of 

American Heart month.
  The local club is a member 

of the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, which sup-
ports volunteerism throughout 
the country and world. The 
GFWC-VT will hold its win-
ter meeting Feb. 1 in Ludlow. 
Members of the Bellows Falls 
club will attend.
  For information on the lo-

cal club, please contact Wendy 
O’Dette at jodette1@comcast.
net.

BF Women’s Club February meeting
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debate when he said the article 
asks for a full $360,000 com-
mitment this year and doesn’t 
include the cost of permitting, 
which could slow down the 
process because of drainage and 
stormwater issues. He said his 
initial understanding was that 
the money would be appropri-
ated $180,000 each year but he 
said the way it is worded the 
funds will be collected in one 
year, used over two years, and 
taxpayers will pay it all up front. 
McNaughton suggested adding 
language to include permitting 
and dollars to deal with permit-
ting issues and engineering as 
well as take into consideration 
the chief ’s recommendation. He 
said a year of planning here is 
necessary.
  Vice Chair Walter Martone 

asked Strong if analysis was in-
cluded in the paving quote and 
Strong answered no. Martone 
said it was not in the town’s best 
interest if the project has to be 
ripped up because of drainage 
issues. Chair Morris said with 
all of these considerations this 
is no longer a $360,000 project. 
A motion was made and passed 
4-1 to appropriate $30,000 for 
engineering, planning, and 
permitting for the paving and 
drainage improvements of Riv-
erside Middle School parking 
lot.
  An article to appropriate 

$3,200,000 was also dead on ar-
rival and included the construc-
tion of the River Street Walk 
and related betterments and en-
hancements at $1,752,000; the 
completion of Comtu Cascade 
Park between Main Street and 
the Black River at $278,000; and 
the redesign and reconstruction 
for the Town Hall parking lot 
and grounds at $270,000.
  McNaughton said this special 

warrant article was very impor-
tant to the strategic plan, and if it 
failed, it would throw the whole 
plan into a tailspin. He said there 
needs to be specifics about what 
will be done over the course of 
two years and although he said 
he was very much in favor of it, 
he didn’t think it could be done 
this year given other spending.
  The board talked about 

whether to consider parts of 

the appropriation and discussed 
whether the town could consid-
er a general obligation bond for 
$548,000 if they decided to just 
complete the Comtu Cascade 
Park and the Town Hall parking 
lot and grounds. Tom Yennerell 
said the original appropriation 
for $3,200,000 would have been 
bonded for 30 years at $110,000 
per year. He was not sure if such 
a small amount, $548,000, could 
be bonded. It was noted that 
the parking lot is not currently 
ADA compliant, has a cracked 

wall, and is generally not user-
friendly. Hammond recom-
mended the board consider a 
five-year note instead of a bond.
  After additional discussion, 

a new article was voted on and 
approved 4-1 to borrow an 
amount not to exceed $278,000 
for the purpose of making im-
provements and the completion 
of Comtu Cascade Park. The 
River Street Walk and Town 
Hall parking lot projects were 
removed from the article.
  All total, the board approved 

31 warrant articles and 15 
special appropriation articles, 
signed Jan. 27, and then for-
mally moved to the warrant. On 
Monday, March 2, all matters 
voted upon by acclamation and 
not by ballot will be presented 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Springfield 
High School cafeteria. All ap-
propriations by ballot, the elec-
tion of town and School Board 
officers and all other business 
matters will be voted March 
3 at the Riverside Elementary 
School Gymnasium, starting at 
8 a.m.

SPRINGFIELD
From Page 1A

Springfield resident 

named to Dean’s List
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Jamie Mirra of Springfield, Vt., was 

named to the Dean’s List for the fall 2019 semester at Cente-
nary University in Hackettstown, N.J. To achieve this honor, 
full-time students must achieve a semester grade point aver-
age of 3.8 or above, and complete a minimum of 12 semester 
credits.

Former Bellows Falls 
resident graduates 
law school

BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – On Satur-
day, Jan. 18, 
2020, LCDR 
Richard T. Weltz, 
USN retired, of 
Clearwater, Fla., 
graduated from 
Western Michi-
gan University 
Thomas M. Cool-
ey Law School, in 
Riverview, Fla., 
with a Juris Doc-
tor Degree, as 
well as a Leader-
ship Achievement 
Award. Richard is 
the son of Phyllis 
A. Weltz and the 
late Hans R. Weltz 
of Bellows Falls, 
Vt. Those attend-
ing the gradua-
tion were his wife 

Lori of Clearwater; daughters Ashley Weltz of Burlington, Vt., 
and Kristen Weltz and friend Ross McLeod of Clearwater; his 
mom Phyllis; brother Rob of Raleigh, N.C.; and his mother-in-law 
Peg Grentzer of Clearwater.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS/
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Greater Falls Diaper Bank 
is the first of its kind in the 
state of Vermont. This col-
laborative partnership started 
in 2016 and includes the fol-
lowing organizations: Build-
ing Bright Futures, Parks 
Place Community Resource 
Center, Springfield Area 
Parent Child Center, Wind-
ham Northeast Supervisory 
Union, and Youth Services of 
Windham County.
  The Greater Falls Diaper 

Bank gave out over 8,500 
diapers last year to any fam-
ily requesting them at one of 
our pick-up locations: Parks 
Place in Bellows Falls or 
Springfield Area Parent Child 
Center in North Springfield. 
Other than collecting a name 
and town of residence, this 
is a “no questions asked” 
program that would not be 
possible without diaper do-
nations from countless sup-
portive community members 
and organizations.
  If not for access to this pro-

gram, many families would 

be forced to choose between 
buying food or purchasing 
diapers – a choice no parent 
should ever have to make. So, 
the Greater Falls Diaper Bank 
is preparing to host the fourth 
annual Diaper Dump Thurs-
day, April 30, 2020, to help 
continue meeting this impor-
tant need.
  The Diaper Dump will be 

held at Dari Joy in Bellows 
Falls and the Springfield 
Area Parent Child Center in 
North Springfield, between 
noon and 6 p.m. Those who 
donate will receive a coupon 
for one complimentary Dari 
Joy ice cream cone. Commu-
nity members are encouraged 
to donate diapers in all sizes, 
but there is a higher need for 
larger sized diapers and pull 
ups, and wipes are always ap-
preciated, as well.
  Join the Facebook event for 

updates on drop-off locations 
that will be available through-
out the entire month of April. 
For more information, or to 
become a drop-off site, please 
contact Megan Applegate at 
802-463-9927.

Diaper bank 
fourth drive

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
AARP free tax prep is avail-
able starting Monday, Feb. 3 for 
low- and moderate-income res-
idents of Vermont and Walpole, 
N.H. at the Bellows Falls Area 
Senior Center. Tax-Aide coun-
selors are volunteers who are 
trained each year on state and 
federal tax regulations and are 
certified by the IRS to provide 
free tax preparation services. 

Volunteers will be available 
Mondays and Thursdays Feb. 
3 through April 9 by appoint-
ment only.
  Crop Your Heart Out event 

to finish scrapbooking proj-
ects will be Feb. 8, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., at the senior center. 
Bring a scrapbook, refill pages, 
pictures, adhesives, tools, other 
cropping materials such as pa-
per, cardstock, crafting sup-

plies, and a bag lunch. There 
will be some special ways to 
win prizes though out the day. 
To stay up-to-date on all future 
events, please like the Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/
cmAdvisorTinaWhite.
  The Valentine’s Day lunch 

will be held Friday, Feb. 11 at 
11:30 a.m. RSPV by Feb. 4. The 
senior center will be closed Feb. 
17 for President’s Day.

  Winter is upon us. Please re-
member if the WNESU school 
district is closed due to bad 
weather, so are we. Call the 
senior center at 802-463-3907. 
The message will be updated by 
8:30 a.m. if we are closed.
  Bellows Falls Area Senior 

Center is located at 18 Tuttle 
St. in Bellows Falls and is open 
Monday through Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Bellows Falls Senior Center updates

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gov. 
Phil Scott will visit Spring-
field Monday, Feb. 3 to speak 
and enjoy lunch in our com-
munity. Brought to you by 
the Springfield Rotary Club 
in collaboration with the 
Springfield Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce, the annu-
al Governor’s Luncheon is a 
longstanding local tradition 
providing area business pro-
fessionals with an opportu-
nity to raise questions and 
hear the latest news coming 
out of Montpelier.
  This year’s event will be 

held at Crown Point Coun-
try Club. Registered guests 
should arrive by 11:30 a.m. 
to visit the lunch buffet and 
be seated on time. The lun-
cheon is open to Rotarians, 
Chamber Members, and 
their employees. Individuals 
from the general public are 
welcome but must RSVP as 

a guest. Deadline to RSVP is 
Jan. 30. Limited space is avail-
able. Please contact the Cham-
ber for registration informa-
tion at caitlin@springfieldvt.
com or 802-885-2779 to re-
serve your seat.

Annual Governor’s 
Luncheon, a local 
tradition

H H H H H H
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• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic Hammer for  
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

For new or existing patients not seen in the last 12 

months, ages 17 and under. Expires 01/31/20.

For new or existing patients not seen in the last 12 

months, ages 18 and over. Expires 01/31/20.

$7900

CHILDREN’S

 CLEANING EXAM 

& X-RAYS

$16900

COMPLETE EXAM, 

FULL MOUTH 

X-RAYS,  

& CLEANING

802-463-4695
5 Henry St.  | Bellows Falls, VT 05101

www.greaterfallsdentistry.net

Dr. Mozaffari
Dr. Santiago

General Dentists

GREATER FALLS DENTISTRY We Are A Delta Dental 
Participating Provider

A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU

Sammy 
Blanchette
7-10 pm

Sammy 
Blanchette

5-8 pm
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Join our 

Mug 
Club

Trade your Patch

or Purchase ours for $5

Trade your Patch

or Purchase ours for $5

Trade your Patch

or Purchase ours for $5

G y p s y  H o t e l 

9  p m  -  1 2  a m

Chicken 

Wing 

Champions!

Watch 

Sports 

on our 

60” TV 

Screens!

802-228-7797
44 Pond Street  •  Ludlow, VT  •  www.KillarneyLudlow.com

Pub Opens at 3pm  •  Dinner at 5pm  •  Lunch Sat. & Sun. at 12pm

Hops in the Hills Chicken Wing Champions 5 Years!  Sports on 60” TVs!
Space available for private parties, call 802-228-7797 for reservations

Sammy and Friends  
from 8-11 pm

Matt Miklus

from 5-8 pm

15 Draft Beers!

C
o

m

e for the Foo
d

Stay for the Fun

It’s Sunday 

ALREADY!?

It’s Sunday 
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Dear Editor,

  On Jan. 9, several Climate 
Crisis protesters disrupted the 
Governor’s State of the State ad-
dress for about 20 minutes. Col-
leagues, constituents, and media 
had several different reactions: 
outrage at the disruption, snide 
sarcasm about the protesters, 
outrage at the Climate Crisis, 
and outrage at government’s 
failure to respond to the crisis 
proportionately. Personally, I 
had several simultaneous re-
sponses.
  First, I respect the protesters’ 

position on the crisis. Human-
caused global warming was 
proven scientifically years ago. 
Politeness has moved serious 
people to avoid insulting science 
deniers, prolonging the “debate” 
long after it ceased to be a debate 
at all. Now we are in the future 
of which science has warned us 
for decades. “Someday” is here 

in California, in Australia, in 
Europe, Africa, and the Arctic.
  I also share the protesters’ 

anger over government’s inad-
equate responses. Few Vermont 
lawmakers indulge in the foil 
hat lunacy of outright science 
denial. But many express what 
might be called Denial Lite, 
admitting there’s a problem 
but denying its full seriousness. 
Calls for “moderate, reason-
able,” presumably painless mea-
sures made sense 40 years ago 
when President Carter suggest-
ed them. But we’ve squandered 
that opportunity. We really are 
in an emergency.
  Having urged a serious re-

sponse to global warming for 
decades, I must admit I feel a 
little defensive when protesters 
condemn politicians as a uni-
form whole. On the other hand, 
I’m humiliated by my allies’ and 

my failures. We really don’t 
have much to show for our 
efforts.
  I do take exception to the 

protests for one thing. We 
have a republican – lowercase 
“r” – form of government in 
which we the people express 
our voice through the elec-
tion of a deliberative legisla-
ture. The protesters are right 
about global warming. But 
they claim to speak for the 
people without having been 
elected by the people. The 
legislators and the governor 
were elected, and the protest 
interfered with our delibera-
tions. Watch out! People who 
are wrong about the issue 
can, and do, declare them-
selves the voice of the people 
as easily as people who are 
right.
  But, that said, respect for 

correct process presumes 
the process will yield results. 
With the Civil Rights and La-
bor movements, there came a 
time when respect for process 
became acceptance of the un-
acceptable. As a defender of 
the process, I recognize that 
global warming is indeed a 
crisis and a worthy response 
is non-negotiable.

Sincerely,
Sen. Dick McCormack
Windsor County

Dear Editor,

  I wanted to update you on the 
good news about our awareness 
and development work on the 
legal cannabis future market-
place in our community in Lon-
donderry, Vt.
  We followed the letter of 

the law about having a non-
binding article “warned” for 
Town Meeting. It must pass 
before our Selectboard for ac-
ceptance to be added to Town 
Meeting in the Town Warning 
document. We submitted more 
than the minimum number of 
signatures needed from Lon-
donderry residents to present 
it to the Selectboard. After a 
brief, but robust, discussion, a 
unanimous vote was reached 
for the inclusion of the cannabis 
article as written and petitioned 
for. Ultimately, the Selectboard 

agreed that it is an important is-
sue and that the subject should 
be known and given a platform 
in a place of constructive, public 
debate. The Londonderry Town 
Meeting agenda, or warning, 
now includes the non-binding 
Article 18 that will be printed 
in the warning that will be dis-
tributed to every household in 
Londonderry.
  We understand that this is an 

action that is outside of regular 
town business and that it was 
the Selectboard’s choice to list 
this article in the Londonderry 
Town Meeting March 3, 2020 
to be discussed by the resi-
dents of Londonderry. We are 
very grateful for their service as 
town officers and their fostering 
democracy by allowing this po-
litical process to take its natural 

course in our rural village.
  With this, we now have a great 

platform to educate our com-
munity and answer questions 
about legal cannabis in Ver-
mont and the further evolution 
of S.54 as it bounces around the 
Chambers of the House. Please 
share this information and 
documents in anyway appro-
priate. We encourage everyone 
to make steps in the right direc-
tion for a truly prohibition-free 
Vermont!
To see the warning, go to www.

londonderryvt.org/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2020/01/Warn-
ing-2020.pdf.

Sincerely,
Emmett Dunbar
Joseph Markowski
Londonderry, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  I am writing you today 
to share my support for the 
Springfield School Budget that 
goes to vote March 3, 2020.
  The budget that goes to the 

voters March 3 is a 4.65% in-
crease. We need this increase 
to deliver on our promise of a 
quality education and still con-
tinue to make needed improve-
ments. As you can see in our 
budget meeting minutes, we 
had a strong budget commit-

tee this year that worked very 
hard. The committee has gone 
through the budget. The com-
mittee spoke with each individ-
ual school to ensure we are put-
ting forth the right budget. The 
Board and administrations has 
also spent much time review-
ing and fine-tuning this bud-
get. This budget will allow us to 
meet the needs of our students. 
It was carefully created to only 
ask more of our taxpayers if it 
was an absolute need. The big-
gest increase in this budget is 
health care costs. Our health 
care agreements are now nego-
tiated statewide in Montpelier.
  Most of Vermont’s education-

al struggles are similar around 
the state. For Springfield, it is 
very important that we care-
fully reshape our district in a 
way that will reduce costs ev-
erywhere possible, but done in 
a way that does not take away 
from the quality education we 
are providing our students.
  We have been working to re-

design our district to both pro-
tect and improve our kids’ edu-
cation while also protecting our 
citizens from increased tax bur-
den. We will continue to work 

diligently to align things so 
we can make further improve-
ments while also minimizing 
any additional burden on the 
taxpayer in the year(s) to come.
  The big change in the year 

to come will hopefully be the 
expansion of our Pre-K pro-
grams. You will see a separate 
ballot article on your voting 
ballot asking you to approve 
moneys to expand our current 
Pre-K program. You can find 
much information about these 
changes in our meeting min-
utes, on SAPA TV, or by attend-
ing one of the informational 
meetings coming up.
  The Pre-K expansion is key 

to getting a better control on 
our budget. One of our biggest 
costs as a district and a state are 
special education expenses. By 
putting more effort into our 
children at a younger age, we 
will be able to impact our kids’ 
learning abilities sooner and 
more effectively. By giving all 
kids extra help in these Pre-
K years, we can expect to see 
some kids never enter the spe-
cial education programs. Addi-
tionally, many of those who do 
still enter the special education 
programs will need less help 
and will “grow” out of these 
programs sooner. 
  By getting ahead of these 

needs earlier and eliminating 
some of the future needs, we 
will both give our students a 
much stronger start on their 
education while at the same 
time save our taxpayers thou-
sands. Some have estimated 
that for every $1 we spend in 
Pre-K assistance, we could see 
$10 savings in the years to fol-
low. I like to call this working 
smarter, not harder.
  I ask you to support our bud-

get to ensure we can continue 
to be a strong district and give 
our kids the education they de-
serve.

Sincerely,
Michael Griffin
Springfield School Board 

Chair
Springfield, Vt.

ATTENTION
Contractors, 

Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory 

on Page 5B! 

Contact us Today 
and add a listing 

for your Business! 
802-228-3600
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:
Black Board 

Lunch Specials

• Teriyaki Steak Tips - $1000

• Fish & Chips - $800

• Chicago Prime Rib - $1300

• Maple Glazed Salmon - $900

• Baked Shrimp, Haddock, 
 Scallops - $1300

Other Daily Black Board Specials Available
Served Monday - Saturday from 11am - 4pm. 

Excludes Holidays. 

All Specials Include your Choice of Baked Potato,  
Sweet Potato Fries, OR Regular Fries,  

AND a Choice of Vegetable of the Day OR Coleslaw. 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
8 A.M. TO 11:30 A.M.

 Includes: Omelet Station • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon 
Sausage • Pancakes • French Toast

Home Fries • Potatoes • Fresh Fruit • Juice & More

$1100 Kids under age 12 for half price!

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
12 P.M. NOON TO 4 P.M.

Roast Turkey with Stuffing • Prime Rib
Baked or Fried Haddock 

Fried Whole Clams • Grilled Salmon

$1100 Includes Potato & Veggie of the Day

Early Bird Dinners

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MIGNON

8 OZ

$1600

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1200

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open Monday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM • Sunday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Gift Certificates Available

FAMILY FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS

American Legion Post #37
42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls, VT  ~  802-463-9700

February 7 - Roast Pork, Mashed Potatoes, Green 

Beans, Salad, and Roll. Dessert Included. 

February 21 - Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 

Salad, and Roll. Dessert included. 

March 6 - Corned Beef, Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, 

and Roll. Dessert included. 

March 20 - Half Baked Chicken, Rice, Mixed Veg-

etables, Salad, and Roll. Dessert included. 

April 3 - Baked Haddock, Rice, Mixed Vegetables, 

Salad, and Roll. Dessert included. 

* All meals include Coffee, Tea, and Water *

All Meals are $10/person

and will be SERVED 5:30 - 7:00 PM

Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand / 2019-20 Cmdr.: Donnie Stocker
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Enjoy our homemade soup and 
a signature sandwich in our cafe, 

or bring a friend in for coffee 
from the goddesses at Carpe 

Diem coffee roasters or organic 
tea from Teatulia, and dessert

55 Main Street, No. Springfield, VT   ~  802 886-5500  ~  Follow us on Facebook

MORSE’S MARKET
& Vermont Baking Co.

“made with love baked from scratch”

(802)463-4766
On The Square • Bellows Falls, VT

www.bfoperahouse.com

“KNIVES OUT”
(Rated PG-13)

Saturday: 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm

3:00pm, 6:00pmSunday:

Friday: 7:00pm

Monday: 7:00pm

Tuesday: 2:00pm, 7:00pm

Jan 31 - Feb 06

ALL TICKETS: $5.00
Small Popcorn $1.00 on Monday

Medium Popcorn, Soda & Most Candy $5.00

CLASSIC MOVIE 
SERIES FILM

“DESPERATELY SEEKING SUSAN” 
(1985) (PG-13)

Sponsored by Anastasia’s Closet

Thursday, February 06 @ 7:00pm

Wednesday, February 05 @ 7:00pm

REGION – Radon is color-
less, odorless, and can invade 
your home. But you won’t 
know if this naturally occur-
ring, radioactive gas is present 
at unsafe levels in your home – 
unless you test for it.
  That’s why the Health De-

partment is making it easy for 
Vermonters to find out if their 
homes have high levels of ra-
don by offering free test kits.
  Breathing air with radon can 

increase your risk of getting 
lung cancer. Radon decays into 
radioactive particles that dam-
age lung tissue and can lead to 
lung cancer over the course of a 
person’s lifetime. If you smoke 
and your home has high levels 
of radon, your risk of getting 
lung cancer is especially high.
  “Testing is the only way to 

know whether your home has 
too much radon,” said Health 
Commissioner Mark Levine, 
M.D. “More than 52,000 Ver-
monters have already tested 
their homes. Make 2020 the 
year you check whether yours 
is safe from this dangerous 
gas.”
  One in seven Vermont 

homes has high levels of radon. 
Radon gas enters homes from 
the surrounding soil and bed-
rock. It doesn’t matter where or 
how old your home is – it can 
still have high levels of radon.
  The Health Department’s 

kits test the air in your home 
over time because radon levels 
can change daily, weekly, and 
seasonally. If you do get a high 
result, there are steps you can 
take to reduce the level of ra-
don in your home.
  Request your free kit today. 

Email your name, mailing ad-
dress, physical address, and 
phone number to radon@ver-

mont.gov or call 1-800-439-
8550.
  You can learn more about 

radon’s impact in Vermont by 
visiting www.healthvermont.
gov/radon.

Health Department offering 
free kits to test home for radon

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Feb. 12 at 5:30 p.m., 
take part in a public participa-
tory reading of Frederick Dou-
glass’s famous Fourth of July 
Address at the Rockingham Li-
brary’s top floor meeting room.
  Volunteer readers are sought 

to read short consecutive sec-
tions of Douglass’s speech, 
which challenge the audience: 
“What have I, or those I repre-
sent, to do with your national 
independence? Are the great 
principles of political freedom 
and of natural justice, embodied 

in that Declaration of Indepen-
dence, extended to us?”
  This program is free and 

open to the public. For more 
information, call 802-463-
4270, email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org or go to 
www.rockinghamlibrary.org.

Community reading of Frederick 
Douglass’s famous speech

  For several years, I have 
been interviewed by Green 
Mountain High School se-
niors regarding John Butler. 
Most years I meet with two 
or three seniors.
  Bob Ulbrich encouraged 

John to leave his money to 
Chester Academy Scholar-
ship. This was a substantial 
amount of money. Every 
year, the John Butler Scholar-
ship awards deserving Green 
Mountain seniors scholar-
ships. Students need to write 
an essay about John. This 
is why they interview me. I 
knew John.
  Last fall, I was contacted 

by Maddie Wilson, a senior 
at Green Mountain. We met 
at the town garage. I told 
Maddie what I knew about 
John. Last week, I got an 
email from Maddie. Maddie’s 
mother Amber works at VTel 
in Springfield. In that email, 
Maddie included a photo of a 
watercolor painting by Irina 
Ohl. The painting had been 
exhibited in one of the offices 
at VTel.
  Michel Guité of VTel asked 

Amber if the Chester Histori-
cal Society would like the Ohl 
painting. Yes was my reply. 
Last week, I met with Maddie 
and picked up the painting.
  It’s a wonderful watercolor 

of a barn up on Crow Hill. A 
sign over the barn door reads 
“Flamstead Farm.” Irina lived 
in the old Hoar house just 
beyond where the road turns 
from blacktop to dirt.
  At the Chester Historical 

Society, we have another Ohl 
watercolor that was donated 
a few years ago. Ohl lived in 
Chester part of the year and 
in France the rest of the year 
where she painted the French 
landscape. Along with the 
earlier donation were two 
books Ohl wrote about paint-
ing in France.
  The painting donated by 

VTel has a paper dust cover 
on the reverse of the paint-
ing. On this dust backing is 
residue of glue where there 
once was a label. I can see 
where the glue was applied 
with a brush. So we have a 
painting missing its label. So 
what, you wonder?

  At the his-
torical soci-
ety, we have 
an Ohl label. 
No painting, 
just the la-
bel. A similar 
amount of 
glue residue 
is present on 
this label. So 
it too had 
fallen off an 
Ohl painting. 
While this la-
bel never was 
affixed to the 
VTel paint-
ing, it should 
be. A perfect 
marriage will 
last forever.
  A little in-

formation on her label: “Born 
in New York City, Irina comes 
from a family of artists. She 
studied art at Skidmore College 
and at schools in Great Britain 
as well as with such well-known 
artists as Marshall Joyce, Ir-
ving Shapiro, Skip Lawrence 
and Robert Wade.

  “Irina’s realistic watercolors 
depicting, florals, seascapes 
and landscapes have been in 
solo exhibitions in England, 
Germany, and the U.S. They 
hang in numerous corporate 
and private collections. Irina 
has her studio and gallery on 
the 1820 family farm ‘Highland 
Ponds’ on Flamstead Road, 
Chester, VT.”
  At the Chester Historical Soci-

ety meeting last week, I includ-
ed a photo of the Ohl painting 
in our slideshow. Some thought 
Flamstead Farm is where Ron 
Farrar lives today. This may be 
correct. Do you know?
  The painting is nicely framed 

with a double mat and lemon-
gold frame. It appears it doesn’t 
have UV glass. To protect from 
sunlight, we will have UV glass 
added.
  The Chester Historical So-

ciety has collected quite a few 
paintings done by Chester resi-
dents. I want to thank Michel 
Guité of VTel and the Wilsons 
for making this painting avail-
able to us.

  Whatzit
  Last week’s “Whatzit” were ox 

tips, ox knobs, or ox finials. 
I’ve heard them called all of 
these names. Men who drove 
oxen took great pride in their 
teams. I remember Elmer 
Jenne of Reading had a pair 
of oxen weighing over 7,000 
pounds, combined weight.
  These ox tips served two 

purposes. The first purpose 
is that these polished ox tips 
gussied up a team. Imagine 
these polished ox tips glisten-
ing in the sun. The other rea-
son is these ox tips protected 
oxen from goring each other. 
Horns were encouraged to 
grow.
  An ox, like a deer, will rub 

his horns on a post or tree 
to sharpen them. Imagine 
working between a pair of 
oxen, a fly lands on the ox’s 
ear, the ox flips his head to 
the side to shake off the fly, 
and you got gored by the 
sharpened horn.
  These ox tips prevented 

you being gored. It would still 
hurt, but the horn wouldn’t 
impale you.

  This week’s old saying 
my mother used to describe 
the outcome of a dispute 
between two people. One 
person came out fine. The 
other fellow didn’t make 
out so well. When the fellow 
who came out well said, “No 
harm done,” she would say, 
“It all depends on whose ox 
is getting gored.”

Irina Ohl

The Irina Ohl label from the Chester Historical 
Society.

PHOTO PROVIDED

REGION – The General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs 
of Vermont announces the 
availability of scholarships for 
Vermont women, beyond the 
traditional college age, seek-
ing to further their educa-
tion or training or to upgrade 
their skills in preparation for 
advancing in the work place. 
Applicants must submit a spe-
cific plan for their education or 
training. Applications are due 
to Betty Haggerty, 16 Taylor 
St., Bellows Falls, VT 05101 by 
March 15.

  The scholarship ranges from 
$500 to $1,500. GFWC-VT has 
been awarding this financial 
aid, which is funded through 
contributions from the state 
federated clubs and from indi-
viduals, for 26 years.
  The scholarship is named 

for Barbara Jean Barker, late of 
Poultney, who served as GF-
WC-VT president from 1992-
1994 and who was instrumen-
tal in establishing the program. 
Women receiving the awards 
over the years have come from 
a wide range of towns in the 

state.
  Applications for the schol-

arship can be obtained from 
Betty Haggerty, hubett@hot-
mail.com; Beverley Pallmer-
ine, bpallmerine@myfairpoint.
net; and Darlene Remy, re-
myslp@comcast.net. They are 
also available through feder-
ated women’s clubs in several 
Vermont towns, and through 
Community College of Ver-
mont sites around the state. 
The scholarships will be award-
ed at the state federation’s an-
nual meeting in early May.

General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs scholarship 
for women
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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Zena 
Weldon died Jan. 10, 2020. 
She was born April 9, 1940, in 
Bridgeport, Conn., to Eliza-
beth Chickvary and Daniel Ed-
ward Robinson. She lived near 
the shore until 1987 when she 
moved to Chester, Vt. and even-
tually settled in Springfield.
  To explore her childhood plea-

sure and dreams, Zena began 
taking workshops in drawing and 
watercolor painting. She served 
on the board of the Saxtons River 
Art Guild in various offices and 
taught watercolor materials and 
techniques. In later years, she 
contributed to the guild as edi-
tor of its newsletter. Her paint-

ings appear in private collections 
in Vermont, New Hampshire, 
Florida, Oregon, Michigan, and 
Canada.
  In lieu of flowers, Zena re-

quests you remember her by 
extending to others in your com-
munity and the world all the acts 
of kindness, forgiveness, and love 
you gave to her. She believed that 
the words “thank you” are both 
blessing and prayer.
  A Celebration of Her Life will 

be held Saturday, Feb. 8 at 1 p.m. 
at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church on Fairground Road in 
Springfield. Zena had a large and 
creative circle of friends and she 
will be dearly missed.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Josephine M. 
Shepard, 77, passed away Jan. 
11, 2020 at the Gill Odd Fellows 
Home in Ludlow, Vt. She was 
born Jan. 1, 1943 in Granville, 
N.Y., the daughter of Earl and 
Hazel (VanGuilder) Winchell. 
She received her education in 
Granville, N.Y.
  Josephine was married to 

Douglas Hicks Sr. He prede-
ceased her. She was later mar-
ried to Arthur Shepard. He also 
predeceased her. She was a cer-
tified nursing assistant at Ha-
nover Terrace in Hanover, N.H. 
She lived in White River Jct., Vt. 
and Hanover, N.H. for several 
years before moving to Ludlow, 
Vt.
  Josephine was a very active 

person, always on the go. She 
enjoyed gardening and doing 
yard work at her home. She 
loved spending time with her 
grandchildren.
  She is survived by her chil-

dren Douglas Hicks Jr. (Jenette) 
of White River Jct., Vt., Daniel 
Buccellato of Windsor, Vt., Den-
nis Shepard of Lebanon, N.H., 
and Karen White of Whiter Riv-
er Jct., Vt.; two sisters Charlotte 
Hanson and Eleanor Burke, 
both of Granville, N.Y.; and 
also by 14 grandchildren and 
15 great-grandchildren. She was 
predeceased by seven siblings.
  A graveside service will be 

held at a later date. Davis Me-
morial Chapel in Springfield, Vt. 
is assisting with arrangements.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – John E. 
Lynch Jr., 77, of Will Dean Road, 
passed away Tuesday, Jan. 14, 
2020 at his home. Born March 
27, 1942, he is predeceased by 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. John 
E. Lynch Sr., longtime residents 
of Bellows Falls, Vt. He was a 
1960 graduate of Bellows Falls 
High School and attended the 
University of Bridgeport, Conn. 
on a football scholarship. He 
worked for Holmes Transporta-
tion, Rousse Enterprises, DeCa-
to Brothers Trucking, and drove 
bus for The Current after retir-
ing from the trucking industry.
  John was a member of the 

BPOE 1619 in Bellows Falls, was 
a communicant at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Springfield, 
and was an avid outdoorsman 
who especially enjoyed hunting 
and fishing. He was also a pas-
sionate fan of the New England 

Patriots, Boston Red Sox, Bru-
ins, and Celtics.
  John is survived by his sons 

John E. Lynch III and wife 
Kim of Rutland, Vt. and Tra-
vis Lynch of New York, N.Y.; 
his daughter Cathy Thorne 
and husband Rob of Milton, 
Vt.; his brother James Lynch of 
Walpole, N.H.; his sisters Kar-
en Bicknell of Newport, N.H. 
and Brenda Lynch of Walpole, 
N.H.; his grandchildren Kirsten 
Pratt, Kyle Lynch, and KeLaura 
Lynch; and nieces and nephews 
Karrie Welborn, Kassie Hoad-
ley, Kimberly Schoonmaker, 
Stephanie Gentilon, Vaughn 
Metcalf, Dr. Joshua P. Morri-
son, and Justin Lynch.
  There will be a graveside ser-

vice in the spring, date and time 
to be announced. Arrange-
ments are in the care of Fenton 
& Hennessey Funeral Home.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Duane 
G. Hammond, 76, fell asleep in 
Christ Saturday, Jan. 4, 2020, 
after he was tragically hit and 
killed by a truck while walk-
ing across the highway near his 
home in Christiansted, St. Croix, 
USVI. He was born in Spring-
field, Vt., Feb. 18, 1944, the son 
of Gordon Hammond and Bea-
trice Hammond of Springfield 
and graduated from Springfield 
High School in the Class of 1962. 
He was a resident of Christianst-
ed, St Croix and spent summers 
in Springfield, Vt.
  He is survived by his mother 

Beatrice (Betty) Smith Rob-
itaille, one sister Carol M. Brown 
of Springfield, and one brother 
Roger Hammond of Englewood, 
Fla. and Springfield, Vt. He’s sur-
vived by five daughters Debo-
rah Hulser of Enfield, N.H., 
Tamara Hammond of Lebanon, 
N.H., Keturah Hammond of 
Long Meadow, Mass., Crystal 
Hoke of Greenfield, N.H., and 
Deanna Hoke of Keene, N.H.; 

four grandchildren; and four 
great-grandchildren. He was 
predeceased by his father Gor-
don Hammond in 1972 and his 
granddaughter Eden Tenney in 
2019.
  He was talented in electron-

ics and owned Hammond’s TV 
of Springfield and The Elec-
tronic Wizard of Ludlow, Vt. He 
installed dishes for TV on St. 
Croix, working for Herb Glenn. 
He enjoyed working for Cape 
Air Airlines in Lebanon, N.H. 
and Christiansted where he was 
cross-trained and worked for 
nine years before retiring. 
  He was a landlord at Peters 

Farm Condos, Christiansted. He 
served in the USAF, 1962-1966, 
enjoyed dancing, music, played 
the accordion, open water div-
ing, hiking, swimming, painting, 
and electronics. He is greatly 
missed by his family and friends. 
Graveside service will be held in 
the spring at Oakland Cemetery, 
assisted by Davis Memorial Cha-
pel in Springfield, Vt.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – De-
wanda Gokey, 72, of Morse Brook 
Road, passed away Wednesday, 
Jan. 22, 2020. Dewanda was 
born in Monticello, Ariz. March 
3, 1947, the daughter of Parker 
and Sarah (Griffin) Wade. She 
attended schools in Arkansas, 
Saxtons River, Westminster, 
and Bellows Falls High School. 
She worked as a truck driver at 
Wades Trucking, worked as an 
LNA, worked for Burlington Rug 
Mill, and also worked as a carhop 
at the A&W in Rockingham, Vt. 
She was a member of the Boyden 
Grange in Westminster, was a 
Cub Scout den mother, and en-
joyed helping homeless people. 
She was a member of the Im-
manuel Episcopal Church and 
the United Church, both in Bel-

lows Falls, where she helped get 
the old-fashioned Christmas 
parties started.
  Surviving are her daughters 

Frances Wheeler of Springfield, 
Vt. and Melissa Rabtoy of West-
minster, Vt.; her son James Foster 
of Springfield, Vt.; several grand-
children, great-grandchildren, 
and many nieces and nephews. 
She is predeceased by her son 
Richard Lafayette.
  There will be calling hours 

Saturday, Feb. 1, from 12-1 p.m., 
with funeral beginning at 1 p.m. 
at Fenton & Hennessey Funeral 
Home in Bellows Falls. Burial 
will follow the service in the 
Westminster Cemetery. Friends 
and family are invited to a gath-
ering at MacLaomainn’s in Ches-
ter, Vt. following the burial.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – Lois 
D. Freihofer, 87, of Back West-
minster Road, passed away early 
Thursday, Jan. 23, 2020. Lois 
was born in Bellows Falls Jan. 
6, 1933, the daughter of George 
and Mathilde (Barth) Freihofer. 
She was a graduate of Bellows 
Falls High School and worked 
as a stenographer for Robertson 
Paper Company and Lions Falls 
Paper. Lois was also the author of 
five published books. She loved 
animals, music, and playing the 

piano. She volunteered at TARPs 
and the humane society in her 
spare time.
  Lois is survived by her sister 

Ruth Morse and niece Diane 
O’Brien (Morse) and nephews 
Kenneth Morse and Michael 
Morse. She is predeceased by her 
parents.
  There was a celebration of life 

Sunday, Jan. 26 in Westminster. 
There will be a private burial. Ar-
rangements are in the care of Fen-
ton & Hennessey Funeral Home.

CHESTER, Vt. – Mary Drew 
Fraser, 87, passed away Dec. 
31, 2019 at Cheshire Medical 
Center after a brief illness. Born 
Sept. 26, 1932, the only child 
of Frank and Alice (Ingerson) 
Drew, Mary grew up in Wilton 
and Milford, N.H. After gradu-
ation from UNH in 1954, she 
married the love of her life, 
George Robert Fraser.
  Mary was intelligent and spir-

ited. She ran a kindergarten, 
was a social worker, was the first 
elected Library Trustee Chair-
person in Springfield, Vt., and 
was an Unitarian Universalist 
Church member. She and Bob 
restored several historic houses, 
started an antiques business, 
and created and managed sev-
eral successful antique shows. 
She wrote the VADA news for 
Maine Antiques Digest, a Tafts-
ville, Vt. news column, and 
was an avid reader. Mary lived 
a long and happy life, loving 
her family, pets, and countless 
friends, and being much loved 

in return.
  Mary leaves behind children 

Lissa Fernandez (David), Ste-
phen Fraser (Anita), Donna 
Fraser-Leary (Dean), Kate Fra-
ser, and AFS daughter Sandra 
Fankhauser Azam and family 
in Switzerland; grandchildren 
Nathan Fraser (Angela), Alex-
ander (Brittany), and Benjamin 
Fernandez (Stephanie), and 
Leon and Robyn Leary; great-
grandchildren Kelsie, Kya, and 
Skye Fraser, and Penelope Fer-
nandez. She was predeceased by 
her husband Bob and a grand-
son Jason Fraser.
  A Celebration of Life service 

will be held Saturday, June 13, 
2020 at 1 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Meetinghouse, 21 
Fairground Rd., Springfield, Vt. 
Burial will be private. Dona-
tions in Mary’s memory may 
be made to Community Cares 
Network of Chester-Andover, 
P.O. Box 64, Chester, VT 05143 
or Whiting Library, 117 Main 
Street, Chester, VT 05143.

CHESTER, Vt. – Wilhelmina 
H. Allen, 95, passed away Tues-
day morning, Jan. 21, 2020 at 
the Gill Odd Fellows Home 
in Ludlow, Vt. She was born 
Aug. 17, 1924 in Columbia, 
Conn., the daughter of Laurens 
and Dena (Frey) Holbrook. 
She received her education in 
Connecticut, graduating from 
Windham High School in Wil-
limantic, Conn. She later grad-
uated from cosmetology and 
beauty school in Springfield, 
Mass.
  On Oct. 19, 1946, she mar-

ried Richard L. Allen in Spring-
field, Mass. He predeceased her 
June 14, 2014.
  She was employed as a parts 

inspector with the Stanadyne 
Company in Windsor, Conn. 
for over 25 years. She lived in 
Willington, Conn. for many 
years, wintering in Florida for 
over 20 years, before moving 
to Chester, Vt. in 2004. The Al-
lens were members of the Tri 
City Riders Motorcycle Club in 
Connecticut for 15 years; they 
were avid Airstream Campers 
for many years and she enjoyed 
crocheting, reading, and doing 

puzzles.
  She is survived by one son 

Richard H. Allen of New Bern, 
N.C.; one daughter Shirley 
A. Barrett of Chester, Vt.; six 
grandchildren Matthew Al-
len, Peter Allen, Kevin Frap-
piea, Suzanne Petronic, Louisa 
Young, and Margaret Wynne; 
and also by 11 great-grandchil-
dren and many nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins. She was pre-
deceased by 10 siblings.
  A memorial service will be 

held Saturday, Feb. 8, 2020 at 
11:30 a.m. at the Chester Con-
gregational Church on Main 
Street in Chester, Vt. Reverend 
Susan Moody will officiate. 
Burial will be in the Pleasant 
View Cemetery in Chester, Vt. 
in the spring.
  Contributions may be made 

in her memory to the Activities 
Fund at the Gill Odd Fellows 
Home, 8 Gill Terrace, Ludlow, 
VT 05149 or to Visiting Nurse 
and Hospice for VT and NH, 
P.O. Box 881, Brattleboro, VT 
05302.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting with 
arrangements.

ALSTEAD, N.H. – James Jo-
seph Galeota, 79, passed away 
Sunday, Jan. 19, 2020, surround-
ed by his family at Cheshire 
Medical Center after a coura-
geous battle with heart disease. 
Jim was born Feb. 17, 1940 in 
Boston, the son of Anthony L. 
and Julia M. (Scipione) Galeota. 
He graduated from Boston Latin 
High School. He attended the 
Massachusetts College of Phar-
macy. His served in the United 
States Air Force as a medic dur-
ing the Berlin Airlift. He was 
recommended for an Air Force 
Commendation Medal in 1962.
  After graduating in 1963, Jim 

became a registered pharmacist. 
He was the director of pharmacy 
at Glover Memorial Hospital 
in Needham, Mass. Jim later 
received his MBA from Mary-
mount College and master’s de-
gree in public administration 
from American University.
  Jim was married in 1965 to 

Elizabeth Bernsen of Westwood, 
Mass. and had two sons. In 1971, 
Jim and his family moved to Al-
exandria, Va., where he became 
director of pharmacy and then 
vice president at National Ortho-
pedic Hospital in Arlington. He 
was president of the American 
Hospital Pharmacists Associa-
tion, for which he received a spe-
cial achievement award, and was 
appointed to the faculty of the 
University of Maryland School 
of Pharmacy.
  In 1979, Jim was named Hos-

pital Pharmacist of the Year by 
the Washington, D.C. Society 
of Hospital Pharmacists and the 
Burroughs Welcome Co. Phar-
macy Education Scholarship 
award in 1989. He later relocated 

to Springfield, where he was di-
rector of pharmacy at Springfield 
Hospital.
  In 1997, he married Susan 

Millay, and they moved to Roll-
insford, N.H. where Jim was the 
director of pharmacy at the Wen-
tworth-Douglass Hospital in Do-
ver until his retirement in 2013. 
Jim was a hospital volunteer after 
his retirement. 
  He is survived by his wife 

Susan L. (Millay) Galeota of 
Alstead, N.H.; two sons James 
Joseph Galeota Jr. and wife Kim 
of Metuchen, N.J. and David 
Galeota and wife Katie of Alex-
andria, Va.; two stepdaughters 
Sarah Yates and husband Bryan 
of Syracuse, Utah and Rebekah 
Bambauer and husband Andrew 
of Capay, Calif.; two stepsons 
Thomas Gay of Brooklyn, N.Y. 
and Robert Gay IV and wife 
Stacie of Drewsville, N.H.; two 
brothers Anthony Galeota and 
Ralph Galeota; a sister Mary 
Marsh; six grandchildren Jake, 
Leo, Abbey, Gabrielle, Benjamin, 
and Vinnie; and 10 step-grand-
children Malcolm, Ava, Tom-
my, Travis, Brooklyn, George, 
Emma, Amelia, Leah, and Lucas, 
and many beloved nieces, neph-
ews, and their families.
  A Memorial Mass will be cel-

ebrated Saturday, Feb. 1, 2020 
at 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s Roman 
Catholic Church, 38 Church 
St., North Walpole, N.H. Burial 
will be in Oakland Cemetery in 
Springfield in the spring. Dona-
tions may be made to the James 
J. Galeota Endowed Scholarship 
Fund at the Massachusetts Col-
lege of Pharmacy and Health 
Services University, 179 Long-
wood Ave., Boston, MA 02115.
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THURSDAY, JAN. 30 –

Boys basketball
Bellows Falls at Twin Valley, 7 

p.m.
Leland & Gray at Long Trail, 6 

p.m.

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at Leland & Gray, 

7 p.m.
Mill River at Green Mountain, 

7 p.m.
Windsor at Springfield, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, JAN. 31 –

Boys basketball
Green Mountain at Rivendell, 

7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at White River 

Valley, 7 p.m.
Springfield at Mill River, 7 p.m.
West Rutland at Black River, 

6:30 p.m.

MONDAY, FEB. 3 –

Girls basketball
Brattleboro at Springfield, 7 

p.m.
Green Mountain at White River 

Valley, 7 p.m.
Rivendell at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.
Twin Valley at Black River, 5:30 

p.m.

TUESDAY, FEB. 4 –

Boys basketball
Fall Mountain at Stevens, 5:30 

p.m.
Hartford at Springfield, 7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at Green Moun-

tain, 7 p.m.
Proctor at Black River, 6:30 p.m.
White River Valley at Bellows 

Falls, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball
Fall Mountain at Stevens, 7 p.m.

Leland & Gray at West Rutland, 
7 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5 –

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at Brattleboro, 7 

p.m.
Blue Mountain at Black River, 

7 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 6 –

Boys basketball
Bellows Falls at Fall Mountain, 

7 p.m.

Girls basketball
Green Mountain at Twin Valley, 

6 p.m.
Proctor at Black River, 6:30 p.m.
Springfield at Hartford, 7 p.m.
White River Valley at Leland & 

Gray, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEB. 7 –

Boys basketball
Green Mountain at Bellows 

Falls, 7 p.m.
Rivendell at Leland & Gray, 7 

p.m.
Woodstock at Springfield, 7 

p.m.

Girls basketball
Fall Mountain at Gilford, 6 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 8 –

Boys basketball
Leland & Gray at Mount Saint 

Joseph, 2:30 p.m.

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at West Rutland, 

3:30 p.m.
Green Mountain at Rivendell, 

3 p.m.
Springfield at Otter Valley, 3:30 

p.m.

Winter sports schedule, Jan. 30 - Feb. 8

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Spring-
field wrestlers hit the mats in 
Essex, Vt., Friday, Jan. 17 and 
ending Sunday, Jan. 19. High 
school athletes battled on Fri-
day night for the opportunity to 
earn a spot in the varsity tour-
nament Saturday.
  All but two made it through 

with Brandon Bennett securing 
a respectable third place spot 
on the podium. Bryan Stafford 
and Cole Wright each chalked 
up a win on Friday night. Tim 
Amsden emerged the victor in 
a couple of exhibition matches. 
David Rigney and Logan Web-
ster are honing their skills with 
every match, and Trenton Rum-
rill was showing great promise 
before a shoulder injury put 
him out for the tournament.
  On Sunday, Jan. 19, our kin-

dergarten through eighth grade 
wrestlers rolled into town to 
take the gym by storm. For 
many of the kids, this was their 
first tournament ever. Securing 
gold medals were fifth grader 
Dmitri Jasinski and second 
grader Ben Moore. Second 
place winners were first grader 
Logan Mills, second grader Jay 
Mouser, third grader Carter 

Brown, and fifth graders Jayden 
Armstrong and Braydon Rum-
rill. Third place medals went to 
first grader Jace Preston, second 
grader Emilyn Rogers, third 
grader Irvin Barbour, and fifth 
grader Seth Markwell. Fourth 
place went to fourth grader 
Tristan Perry, and fifth graders 
Garrett Brickey and Jonathan 
Lake. Fifth place went to kin-
dergartener Michael Blanchard 
and fifth grader Mitchell Shaw.

  Kindergartener Sam 
Wright also battled hard but 
had to step out after his first 
match due to illness. His 
double-leg takedown of his 
opponent left his coaches 
and the spectators wowed.
  Junior high showing was 

strong with seventh grader 
Dillan Lacasse leading the 
pack with a first place medal; 
seventh grader Noah Mark-
well earned second place, 
while eighth grader Marshall 
Simpson landed a respect-
able third place. Seventh 
grader John Jasinski worked 
his way to fourth place, and 
classmate Hunter Ferland 
battled to sixth.
  A very long weekend fea-

tured tons of excellent prog-
ress and strong work from 
every wrestler. Each gave 
his all on the mats, leaving 
Head Coach Don Beebe and 
the rest of the coaching crew 
happy yet inspired to hit the 
practice mats that much 
harder.
  For more information, go 

to www.facebook.com/Spfld-
VTWrestling.

Springfield wrestlers 
hit the mats hard

Dmitri Jasinski takes the gold.
PHOTO BY CHESTER CLARK

Tim Amsden rolls his opponent.
PHOTO BY CRYSTAL SHAW

REGION – As of Jan. 18, 
2020, the following are the 
standings for Vermont high 
school bowling:
• 1st, Windsor, 48
• 2nd, South Burlington, 45
• 3rd, Fair Haven, 42
• 4th Randolph, 41
• 5th, Essex, 37
• 6th, Burlington, 28
• 7th, Brattleboro, 26
• 8th, White River, 26
• 9th, Enosburg, 21
• 10th, Hartford, 20

The top 10 individual aver-
ages:
• Howard Stockwell, Ran-

dolph, 212.4
• Cean Lieberman, Hart-

ford, 209.1
• Rayce Gilbert, Windsor, 

200.8
• Joseph Warner, Randolph, 

196.1
• Grayson Frazer, Windsor, 

192.7
• Julius Dodson, Burling-

ton, 185.9
• Jacob Pickielnok, Fair Ha-

ven, 184.9

• Matt Campbell, South Burl-
ington, 183
• Aaron Murakami, South 

Burlington, 179
• Ben Sprenger, Essex, 177.4

  Rayce Gilbert and Grayson 
Frazer bowl for Windsor High 
School. In error, last week’s 
standings indicated Windham.

  The top 32 bowlers advance 
to Individual Championship to 
be held Feb. 22, 2020 at Rutland 
Bowlerama.

Meet schedule:
Saturday, Feb. 1
• Enosburg, Essex, South Burl-

ington, and Burlington at Dairy 
Center in Enosburg Center, Vt. 
9 a.m.
• Brattleboro, Windsor, Fair 

Haven, and Hartford at Brattle-
boro Bowl in Brattleboro, Vt., 
10 a.m.
• White River Valley, Ran-

dolph, and Springfield at Valley 
Bowl in Randolph, Vt., 1 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 8
• Essex, Enosburg, Windsor, 

White River Valley at Sparetime 
in Colchester, Vt., 8:30 a.m.
• Randolph, South Burlington, 

Burlington, and Brattleboro at 
Valley Bowl in Randolph, Vt., 
1 p.m.
• Springfield, Hartford, and 

Fair Haven at Springfield Bowl 
in Springfield, Vt., 1 p.m.

Vermont High School 
Bowling standings as of 
Jan. 18, 2020

Windsor Bowling Team.
PHOTO PROVIDED

White River Valley Bowling Team.
PHOTO PROVIDED

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – Bel-
lows Falls boys’ basketball 
team earned their seventh win 
Saturday, Jan. 25 in Townsh-
end. They played a balanced 
game against Leland and Gray, 
63-42. Dylan Clark scored 16 
points, Ryan Kelley had 13, 
Isaac Wilkinson 8, Griff Wary-
as 9, and Jamison Nystrom had 
7. 
  Coach John Hollar said, 

“We shared the ball nicely 
both in transition and in 
the quarter court. With each 
game, I am becoming less 
concerned about the consis-
tency of our defensive posi-
tioning be it full court, half 
court, or quarter court.”
  Bellows Falls hosted Riv-

endell and Leland and Gray 
hosted Twin Valley Tuesday, 
Jan. 28.

Bellows Falls 
boys move to 7-4 LANGDON, N.H. – One of 

the elite teams from north-
ern New Hampshire rode 
into the den and looked ev-
ery bit as good as advertised, 
for the first half. Newfound 
gave the Wildcats fits during 
the first two quarters as Fall 
Mountain played some slop-
py, uninspired 16 minutes of 
basketball. If it wasn’t for the 
lights-out shooting of Sophie 
Bardis (10 points in the half), 
this game would have been 
over as the Bears led 24-16 at 
the break and in control. Fall 
Mountain was 0 for 8 from the 
line during the half.
  “There are nights when you 

just don’t have things going 
your way, either the shots don’t 
fall or the ball just bounces the 
wrong way. Good teams don’t 
make excuses and tonight we 
didn’t, we made some changes 
and fixed things,” said Fall 

Mountain head coach Matt 
Baird-Torney.
  Fall Mountain came out of 

the locker room looking like a 
different team with a full court 
press led by Shea Pickering and 
a smothering defense that baffled 
Newfound. While the Wildcats 
defense was making a big impact 
on Newfound, the shots began 
to fall as Makenna Grillone was 
white-hot, drilling 10 points in 
the third quarter sending Fall 
Mountain on a tear. By the end 
of the third quarter, the game 
was tied 33-33 as Taylor Patch 
clamped down on the Bears’ 
leading scorer Paulina Huckins 
in a big way and shut down the 
Bears inside game.
  “Coach talked to me about my 

shot at half and that adjustment 
had me ‘feeling it’ in the quarter, 
not only did our shots start to fall 
but our defensive intensity really 
picked up as well,” said Grillone 

after the game.
  As Fall Mountain opened up 

the final quarter with a different 
press, they settled back into a 3-2 
then a 2-3 zone that completely 
shut down Newfound. The Bears 
didn’t get a shot off for the first 
minute while the Wildcats kept 
their foot on the gas peddle as 
Bardis and Patch led the way for 
a 7-0 Fall Mountain run that put 
the game on Ice for the Wildcats 
with a 40-33 lead.
  “It clicked in the second half. 

We made some adjustments and 
our defense keyed out offense to-
night, everyone was feeling it and 
we just played our game the rest 
of the way,” said Bardis after the 
game.
  Fall Mountain limited New-

found to only 4 points in the final 
quarter as defenders like Avery 
Steward and Erin Brady were 
making all the little thing happen 
with their feet on defense as the 

Wildcats closed things out with a 
50-37 win.
  Bardis had a monster game as 

she finished with 24 points and 
Grillone ended up with 10 points 
of her own for Fall Mountain.
  Newfound freshman MollyLu 

McKellar led the bears with 10 
points.
  In JV action, the Fall Mountain 

comeback fell short as Newfound 
grabbed a 58-35 win that was 
only a 6-point difference in the 
third quarter.
  Grace St. Pierre led Fall Moun-

tain with 15 points.
  With Wednesday’s win, Fall 

Mountain remains in the #2 po-
sition in D3 with an 8-1 record. 
The Wildcats hosted Mascoma 
(3-6) on Friday.
  Newfound falls to 7-3.

  Written by Christopher Sha-
ban, Jan. 22, 2020. Article cour-
tesy of Eagle Times.

Fall Mountain adjusts for impressive win
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Knit with Friends 

Wed. 10 - 12 & Thur. 5 - 8

www.SixLooseLadies.com

802-875-7373

Wed. - Sat. 10 - 5
Sun. 12 - 4

287 Main St. 
On The Green 

Chester, VT

Rick Strobl
Income Tax Preparation

Affordable • Experienced • Accurate • Personal Attention
Direct Deposit

Now Accepting All Major Credit Cards

Specializing in: “Earned Income Credit” “Self Employed” 
“Rental Properties” “Small Businesses”

2 Convenient Locations

70 Route 106
North Springfield, Vt

78 Cooks Pond Road
Weathersfield, Vt 

Call for Appointment: 802-299-5121

Yes! Health, Dental, and  
Hospital Services are  
all Available... Locally.

We are thankful that 

Springfield Hospital’s  

Emergency Department 

was close by, and ready 

when we needed them.          
 

We frequently receive notes from 

emergency room patients sharing 

thanks for the immediate response 

and professional skills of our local 

EMS ambulance services — and 

the close proximity and expertise  

of our emergency room staff. We 

want you to know that if emergency 

care is needed, you can rest assured 

knowing that our emergency staff  

remains ready to serve, and we  

are always here if you need us. 

If you need assistance locating  

a health care service or clinician, 

please call our free referral service: 

802-885-7604

“

”

25 Ridgewood Road, Springfield, VT  

www.springfieldmed.org 

Community Health Centers & Walk In Care 

• Charlestown Health Center, Charlestown, NH 

• Ludlow Health Center, Ludlow, VT 

• Mountain Valley Health Center, Londonderry, VT 

• Rockingham Health Center, Bellows Falls, VT 

• Springfield Health Center, Springfield, VT 

Including Primary Care, Pediatrics, Lifestyle Medicine, 
Walk in Care, Lab and X-ray on site, Behavioral 
Health, Community Health Team, Education and  
Support, Diabetes and Nutrition Counseling and  

Physical Therapy Services. 

 

Child Daycare Centers 

Squeaky Sneakers, Bellows Falls, VT 

Squeaky Sneakers, Springfield, VT 

 

Dental Centers 

Chester Dental Center, Chester, VT 

Ludlow Dental Center, Ludlow, VT 

 

Vision Care & Optometry Services 

Lane Eye Associates, Springfield, VT 

 

Springfield Hospital, Springfield, VT 
 

• Cardiac & Pulmonary Rehabilitation  

• Diagnostic Imaging 

  (MRI, Ultrasound, CT Scan, X-ray,  

   Bone Densitometry) 

• Emergency Services (24/7) 

• Endoscopy/Colonoscopy 

• General Surgery 

• Inpatient Medical & Surgical Care 

• Mammography 

• Physical and Occupational Therapy 

• Respiratory Care 

• Specialty Clinic:  

  Cardiology, Infusion, Oncology Services 

 

Springfield Area Adult Day Care, Springfield, VT 
 

Connecticut Valley ENT, Springfield, VT 

    Includes Audiology 
 

Connecticut Valley Orthopaedics &  

    Sports Medicine, Springfield, VT 
 

Springfield Gynecology, Springfield, VT 
 

Springfield Urology, Springfield, VT 
 

Surgical Associates, Springfield, VT 
 

The Windham Center for Psychiatric Care,  

Bellows Falls, VT 

 

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Three pieces of original art by 
glass artist Chris Sherwin are 
being raffled off to raise funds 
for the Community Asylum 
Seekers Project. Sherwin has 
donated a Chinese-style vase, a 
bird, and a paperweight with a 
four-leaf clover, all in brilliant 
deep blue and with combined 
value of about $600, to benefit 
the organization that works to 
provide a safe haven for those 
seeking to escape violence 
and persecution in their home 
countries. Currently, there are 
eight adults and two children 
living in the area under CASP’s 
sponsorship.
  Chances for the raffle can be 

purchased by sending a check 
to CASP, c/o John Bohannon, 
P.O. Box 268, Saxtons River, 
VT 05154. CASP supporters 

and friends will also have tick-
ets. Further information can be 
found on the CASP website at 
www.casptvt.org.

  The drawing will be held at 
the CASP fundraising dinner 
and concert Thursday, Feb. 
20 at the Saxtons River Inn, 
with the winner notified the 
following day.
  Sherwin Art Glass is lo-

cated at 33 Bridge St. in Bel-
lows Falls, where Sherwin 
has worked to create “The 
Beauty of Nature in Glass” 
since 1993. Examples of his 
work can be seen at www.
sherwinartglass.com.
  CASP is a nonprofit orga-

nization founded in 2016 by 
a small band of Vermonters 
whose vision has helped 16 
asylum seekers find hous-
ing, support, and work as 
they await their immigration 
hearings. Further informa-
tion is available on the CASP 
website, www.caspvt.org.

Art glass to be raffled to 
support asylum seekers

Chris Sherwin has created three pieces of glass art to be raffled 
to benefit asylum seekers.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project is very pleased 
to announce a special culi-
nary event in collaboration 
with Tavernier Chocolate 
and The Putney Winery 
Monday, Feb. 10, from 7-9 
p.m., at Next Stage, 15 Kim-
ball Hill, Putney, Vt.
  Part of the ongoing Next 

Stage Culinary programs 
highlighting local chefs and 
specialty food curators, this 
event brings together the 
exquisite, artisanal choco-
late of Brattleboro’s Tav-
ernier Chocolate with the 
locally produced boutique 
offerings from The Putney 
Winery.
  Attendees will be guided 

through the subtle flavor 
complexities of these pairings 
while sampling a variety of 
artisanal chocolate charcute-
rie, bars, and bonbons with a 
selection of taste appropriate 

Putney Mountain Winery bev-
erages. Putney Mountain Win-
ery crafts innovative recipes for 
their prize-winning wines and 
liqueurs and bubbly juices with 
ingredients including apples, 
ginger, rhubarb, and black cur-
rants to name a few.

  “Things that 
grow together 
go together. This 
is true for love, 
friendship, and 
also the recipe 
for delicious food 
and drink,” said 
Dar Tavernier-
Singer of Taver-
nier Chocolates. 
This will be a 
fun and casual 
guided tasting 
and pairing with 
drink recipes and 
dessert ideas that 
you can bring 
home and enjoy 

on Valentine’s Day and beyond. 
Boxed Valentine chocolates will 
be available at the tasting at a dis-
counted price for participants.
  Advance tickets are available 

online at www.nextstagearts.
org. For more information, go to 
www.nextstagearts.org.

Next Stage Arts Project 
chocolate and wine tasting

Chocolate and wine tasting.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – Are you 
ready for the 18th annual 
Comedy Night on Okemo 
Mountain? This year’s fun-
draising event will feature 
Kara with a “K.” Kara has 
performed in comedy clubs 
throughout the Los Angeles, 
including the Staples Center 

and the Hollywood Improv. She 
has been seen on NBC, TLC, 
WE, and “America’s Got Tal-
ent.” Howie Mandell describes 
her as a “buffet of comedy.”
  Sponsored by William Raveis 

Vermont Properties, this show 
is a yearly sell-out event, so 
get your tickets early. Tickets 
are available at the Wine and 
Cheese Depot and the William 
Raveis Vermont Properties’ of-

fice. Based upon availability, 
you can also purchase them at 
the door.
  Comedy Night is Saturday, 

Feb. 29 at the Okemo Base 
Lodge. Doors open at 7 p.m., 
and the show starts at 7:45 p.m. 
Come early to grab a drink and 
pick great seats.
  Proceeds benefit OMARA – 

Okemo Mountain Alpine Rac-
ing Association.

Comedy Night on Okemo with 
Kara with a “K”
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Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

137 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

2 Chester Rd

Suite 10

Springfield, VT

802-885-3191
www.drchristopherfauver.com

Now Offering Clear Aligners!
Dr. Christopher Fauver has a brand new 

3D Printer right in his office, giving 
you custom clear aligners quickly and 

conveniently, at an affordable price!

Always Accepting New Clients!

Interested? 
Make an 
appointment  
today for 
a free 
consultation 
to see if 
aligners 
are right 
for you!

No wires or brackets, 
a discrete way to 

straighten your smile.
Easy to remove to eat, 

floss, and brush.

7190 US Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont 05158
802-463-1900 • www.greaterfallsinsurance.com

Home • Auto • Farm • Business • Motorcycle • Recreational Vehicles 

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serving VT and NH since 1996

15 Barker St.

Bellows Falls, VT 05101
Tel: 802-460-3479

Fax: 802-460-3480

Residential-Commercial-Generator-Fire Alarm-Security

UL Listed 24 Hour Monitoring

www.llelectricservices.com • info@llelectricservices.com

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
You are invited to Gal-
lery at the VAULT’s 10th 
annual Chocolate Tast-
ing Feb. 8, from 12-4 
p.m. Visitors will be 
able to sample from a 
large assortment of fine 
chocolates and choco-
late confection. Enjoy 
the beautiful and unique 
creations of Vermont 
artists and find the per-
fect gift for your Val-
entine or yourself. The 
chocolate tasting is free 
and donations are great-
ly appreciated to benefit 
programs at our com-
munity arts center.
  As you enjoy your 

chocolates, take in “The 
Joy of Being” pop por-
traits by Mindy Fisher 

and the annual Student 
Art Show. Find out 
about upcoming work-
shops and Open Wall 
exhibits. We invite you 
to join us by becoming 
a member. Take some 
chances in the “Art in 
Many Places” raffle.
  VAULT, a Vermont 

State Craft Center, is 
located at 68 Main 
Street in downtown 
Springfield, next to 
The Copper Fox Res-
taurant. Regular hours 
are Wednesday to 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Monday, 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
For more information, 
call 802-885-7111 or 
visit www.galleryvault.
org.

Chocolate tasting at 
Gallery at the VAULT

Chocolate tasting at the VAULT.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Main Street Arts is offer-
ing a series of community 
classes to provide a place for 
the whole family to explore 
and discover creativity. The 
opportunity to design and 
make a decoupage art box 
to store treasures or give as 
a gift is the premise of Re-
Form Arted Boxes that will 
meet Saturday, Feb. 15, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., under the 
direction of MSA director 
and artist Heather Geoffrey. 
All that is needed for the 
class are favorite images cut 
from magazines, photos, or 
old calendars.
  A Smash Books workshop 

Saturday, April 18, from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m., with Gina 
Cote begins with a simple 
spiral notebook that partici-
pants will alter with collage, 
memorabilia, pictures, pen 
doodles, and more to cre-
ate a way to display pictures, 

poetry, artwork, life events, 
travel experiences, and more. 
The result will be a unique re-
flection of the creator. All ages 
and levels of experience are 
welcome at the workshops.
  An ongoing part of the series 

is the Life Drawing class host-
ed by MSA artistic director 
David Stern that meets Tues-
days from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
through March 31. Scholar-
ship assistance is available for 
these classes, which are meant 

to involve the whole commu-
nity.
  “Whether you are interested 

in hands-on art-making, are 
an experienced artist com-
mitted to deepening your art 
practice, or are looking to feed 
your child’s creativity, this is 
the place to get started,” said 
Geoffrey.
  Registration is available by 

contacting MSA at 802-869-
2960 or www.mainstreetarts.
org/classes.

Main Street Arts offers winter 
series of community classes

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Please join us Monday, 
Feb. 3 at 7 p.m. for an 
evening of storytelling 
and music by author Jo-
seph Bruchac and educa-
tor Jesse Bruchac.
  Joseph Bruchac is a 

writer and storyteller. 
For over 40 years, he has 
been creating literature 
and music that reflect his 
indigenous heritage and 
traditions. He is a proud 
Nulhegan Abenaki citi-
zen and respected elder 
among his people. He 
is the author of more than 120 
books for children and adults. 
His best-selling “Keepers of the 
Earth: Native American Stories 
and Environmental Activities 
for Children” series, with its re-
markable integration of science 
and folklore, continues to re-
ceive critical acclaim and to be 
used in classrooms throughout 
the country.
  He will be joined by his son 

Jesse Bruchac who is a tradi-
tional storyteller, musician, and 
Abenaki language instructor. He 
works as co-director of his fam-
ily-run education center, Nda-
kinna, where he teaches Native 
American life ways, martial arts, 
and the Abenaki language. He 
has produced several albums of 
Abenaki music. These include 
collections of traditional songs 
using drum and rattle, and Na-
tive American flute music. He 

has opened for 
such notable acts 
as The Grateful 
Dead, Bob Dylan, 
and at Woodstock 
’94.
  This incred-

ible opportunity 
is granted to the 
Springfield com-
munity by Geda-
kina, a Vermont-
based group that 
offers activities 
with a focus on 
leadership de-
velopment, early 

reader literacy, community 
health and wellness, tradi-
tional ecological knowledge, 
sustainability practices, tra-
ditional food systems, healthy 
relationships, and cultural re-
vitalization.
  See you Monday, Feb. 3 at 

7 p.m. at Springfield Town Li-
brary. If you need more infor-
mation, please call the library 
at 802-885-3108.

“Our Land” with Abenaki 
storytellers and musicians

Abenaki storytelling and music with Joseph and 
Jesse Bruchac.

PHOTO PROVIDED

GRAFTON, Vt. – The 
Nature Museum is thrilled 
to host author and climate 
change activist, Bill McKib-
ben, for an evening of edu-
cation and inspiration. This 
event has sliding scale tickets 
and will be held at the Graf-
ton Community Church Sat-
urday, Feb. 8 at 7 p.m., with 
tickets available at the Nature 
Museum website or at the 
door.
  A former staff writer for 

the New Yorker, McKib-
ben writes frequently for a 
wide variety of publications 
around the world, including 
the New York Review of Books, 
National Geographic, and Roll-
ing Stone. The Boston Globe 
said he was “probably Amer-
ica’s most important environ-
mentalist” and his activism and 
leadership have remained both 
focused and influential for over 
30 years. He is currently deeply 
engaged in the national conver-
sation, publishing articles and 
leading acts of civil disobedi-
ence and mass actions, target-
ing financial institutions that 
invest in fossil fuels.
  His 1989 book, “The End of 

Nature,” is regarded as the first 
book for a general audience 
about climate change and has 
appeared in 24 languages. Since 
publishing the now classic and 
widely credited with launching 
the movement against climate 
change, McKibben has been at 

the forefront of nearly every 
fight on behalf of the environ-
ment. He is a founder of 350.
org, the first planet-wide, grass-
roots climate change move-
ment, which has organized 
20,000 rallies around the world 
in every country, save North 
Korea, spearheaded the resis-
tance to the Keystone Pipeline, 
and launched the fast-growing 
fossil fuel divestment move-
ment. His efforts to increase 
awareness of the need to lower 
carbon emissions are recog-
nized globally.
  Vanessa Stern, the execu-

tive director of The Nature 

Museum, was inspired 
to get in touch with Bill 
after reading his recent 
book. “I’m not sure if I 
would have reached out 
to Bill if I hadn’t read in 
his newest book, ‘Falter,’ 
that if he had given up all 
hope with regard to cli-
mate change, he wouldn’t 
have bothered to write 
this book. Given our own 
governor’s reluctance to 
embrace the proposed 
Global Warming Solu-
tions Act, I think it’s 
imperative we get out to 
hear McKibben’s message 

and his call to action.”
  In his newest book, “Fal-

ter,” he continues to address 
this urgent mission, cou-
pling it with a warning about 
trends including AI and 
robotics. McKibben cites 
these trends, along with the 
ideologies that fuel them, as 
some that threaten to sub-
stantially alter the nature of 
human experience and pos-
sibly end civilization as we 
have known it.
  Tickets are sliding scale 

and are available on the Na-
ture Museum website, www.
naturemuseum.org.

The Nature Museum welcomes 
author and climate change activist

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – This 
month’s movie, “Catching 
Faith,” will be featured Tuesday, 
Feb. 11 at 6 p.m. at Church of 
Christ in Springfield, Vt. This 
heartwarming movie relates the 
story of two families unexpect-
edly brought together through 
separate events. At the time, 
the men are hardworking, be-
lieve in God, family, and help-
ing others. After the events that 
change their lives forever, these 
two men go on different paths 
as they search for peace and un-
derstanding. One turns toward 
God and the other turns away. 
Both families’ lives quickly turn 
into a quest for peace and un-
derstanding. All are welcome. 
Church of Christ is located at 
972 Chester Rd.

Church 
of Christ 
presents 
“Catching 
Faith”

Bill McKibben.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Click on a mountain to open a more detailed report in a new 
tab, providing ticket prices, trail details & maps, and more!

Check the Snow Report at 
www.VermontJournal.com

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

www.barrsbuilders.com

82
UP TO 

HORSEPOWER

3 ROTAX ENGINES
EFFICIENT HD5

13”
UP TO 

GROUND CLEARANCE

REDESIGNED SUSPENSION
NEW ARCHED A-ARMS

30%
INCREASED 

FRAME RIGIDITY

TOW UP TO 2,500 LB
LIGHTER DUAL PHASE STEEL

NEW
DEFENDER

Sales • Service • Repair
Certified BRP Dealer

802-875-2020

78 Elm Street, Chester, VT • www.BennyPower.com 

MONTPELIER, Vt. – The 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment says anglers are find-
ing good ice fishing on many 
lakes throughout the state.
  Accompanied by the recent 

warm weather, ice fishing in 
Vermont has been slow to start. 
With more seasonal tempera-
tures forecasted, ice conditions 
should be prime for folks to 
take advantage of the numer-
ous ice fishing opportunities on 
ponds and lakes throughout the 
state. 
  “If you know a little about 

where to go and how to target 
some species, ice fishing can 
be a lot of fun and a great way 
to spend time with friends and 
family,” said Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Commissioner Louis 
Porter.
  Vermont’s premier fishing 

destination is 120-mile long 
Lake Champlain where ice an-
glers can find quality fishing for 

a variety of species, including 
landlocked salmon, lake trout, 
northern pike, yellow perch, 
white perch, walleye, and crap-
pie.
  Northern pike are popular 

with ice anglers and are regu-
larly caught in places like Mis-
sisquoi Bay, Dillenbeck Bay, 
Carry Bay, and Keeler Bay on 
Lake Champlain in addition 
to Lake Hortonia, Lake Bomo-
seen, Glen Lake, Marshfield 
Reservoir, Woodward Reser-
voir, and the South Bay of Lake 
Memphremagog. Northern 
pike are often caught using live 
bait on tip-ups and are usually 
found in shallow, weedy waters.
  Yellow perch are widely dis-

tributed throughout the state 
and provide a white, flakey, and 
delicious meat for anglers who 
plan to harvest their catch. Like 
other panfish such as bluegill, 
pumpkinseed, and crappie, 
perch are most successfully 
targeted by jigging small lures 
tipped with a piece of worm or 
grubs.

  Vermont’s ice fishing sea-
son for trout, salmon, and 
bass started Jan. 18 and con-
tinues through March 15 
on 41 other large Vermont 
lakes. For a list of those lakes, 
go to page 33 of the “2020 
Vermont Fishing Guide and 
Regulations” available where 
licenses are sold and digitally 
on Fish & Wildlife’s website: 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com.
  Always remember to 

check ice conditions before 
venturing out on the ice. At 
least six inches of ice is rec-
ommended for safe ice fish-
ing. To learn more about 
ice fishing opportunities 
in Vermont, check out this 
section of the same website: 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com/
fish/fishing-opportunities/
vermonts-ice-fishing-oppor-
tunities.
  Fish & Wildlife also pro-

vides these important safety 
tips: www.takemefishing.
org/ice-fishing/ice-fishing-
basics/ice-fishing-safety.

Vermont’s ice fishing 
opportunities abound

LONDONDERRY, Vt. – To 
kick off a season of après ski 
fun, ‘Gansett is teaming up 
with No Boundaries to host 
free day Monday, Feb. 3 – a 
completely free day of ski-
ing and riding at Vermont’s 
Magic Mountain!
  No Boundaries is an orga-

nization that works to make 
skiing and riding affordable 
to communities across New 

England through special ticket 
discounts and events. With 
the philosophy that everyone 
should have access to affordable 
riding and skiing, No Boundar-
ies and ‘Gansett are stoked to 
invite people to the mountain 
for good fun, good music, and 
good beer.
  No Boundaries Free Day is 

hosted by Narragansett Beer 
and Parlor Skis. Visitors can 

enjoy free lift tickets and head 
to the lodge to enjoy live music 
by Julie Rhodes from the Nar-
ragansett stage, fun giveaways, 
and sampling of the latest and 
greatest brews from Narragan-
sett Beer.
  Magic Mountain is locat-

ed at 495 Magic Mountain 
Acc. in Londonderry, Vt. For 
more information, go to www.
skinoboundaries.com/free-day.

No Boundaries free ski day at 
Magic Mountain

WALPOLE, N.H. – 
The Cheshire County 
Conservation District 
is currently accept-
ing orders for its an-
nual Conservation 
Plant Sale. This year, 
the district contin-
ues their partnership 
with Fedco of Maine 
to bring a wide range 
of top-quality plants. 
Order deadline is Feb. 
28, 2020.
  Many of the species of-

fered are native, attractive 
to pollinators, and drought 
resistant. For this reason, 
they are healthy, hardy plants 
adapted to our local growing 
conditions and beneficial to 
both the grower and wild-
life. Once established, they 
require less watering, fertil-
izers, and pesticides, saving 
you time and money.
  To view the Fedco catalog 

and print order forms, visit 
the CCCD website at www.
cheshireconservation.org/

plant-and-seed-sales. 
  The Conservation District 

must receive all orders and 
payments no later than Feb. 28, 
2020. Checks should be made 
out to “CCCD” and mailed to 
11 Industrial Park Dr., Walpole, 
NH 03608. Hard copy catalogs 
available upon request. Cus-
tomers should plan to pick up 
their orders at the Plant Sale 
Pick-Up Day, scheduled for 
April 25, 2020, from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. at Alyson’s Orchard in 
Walpole.

  All proceeds of the plant sale 
help to cover operating costs of 
the CCCD and will benefit con-
servation efforts in Cheshire 
County. Thus, in addition to 
improving your landscape, you 
are helping fund conservation 
projects in your local com-
munity. For more information 
and to receive order forms or 
hard copy catalogs, contact the 
Conservation District office at 
603-756-2988 ext.3011 or send 
an email to lola@cheshirecon-
servation.org.

CCCD accepting orders for 2020 
conservation plant sale

GRAFTON, Vt. – Join a lo-
cal community of parents and 
budding scientists with the Na-
ture Museum’s Mighty Acorns 
Club. The Mighty Acorns Club 
provides creative, exploratory 
preschool programs, which cel-
ebrate curiosity and encourage 
a love and respect for the natu-
ral world.
  We offer a series of monthly, 

interactive, nature-based expe-

riences for children ages 3 to 
5 and their caregivers. Experi-
enced and energetic environ-
mental educators lead regular 
Mighty Acorns Club programs 
and the themes are always 
closely tied to the seasonal 
rhythms of the natural world.
  The schedule for the winter 

and spring includes “Winter 
Wonderland: Winter Science 
and Play” Friday, Feb. 7; “A 
Treat from the Trees: Maple 
Syrup” Friday, March 6; “Spring 
Changes: Amphibians and 
Birds on the Move” Friday, 
April 3; and “Nature Creations: 
Art and Fairy House Building” 
Friday, May 1. The series meets 
on the first Friday morning of 
the month.
  Come learn about why winter 

is a special time for the many 
plants, animals, and humans 
who call Vermont home, and be 
ready to take an adventure into 
the winter forest where we’ll 
explore and discover with new 
eyes. We will spend most of our 
time outdoors regardless of the 
weather, so come prepared with 
cozy boots, jackets, and hats so 
we can really experience the el-
ements.
  Drops-ins are welcome. Pre-

registration is encouraged but 
is not required.
  These programs are geared 

towards children ages 3 to 5, but 
older children are welcome to 
attend if interested. Caregivers 
and babes-in-arms are always 
welcome to attend for free. To 
learn more about upcoming 
programs and to register, visit 
www.nature-museum.org.
  The Nature Museum provides 

natural history and science ex-
hibits, creates experiences that 
engage and enlighten audiences 
of all ages, and inspires stew-
ardship of our natural world 
through programming for 
adults and children, including 
the annual Fairy House Festival 
each September.

A nature-based program 
for preschoolers 
continues in Grafton

PHOTO PROVIDED
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classifieds

My name is Mirbai, and I am 6-year-
old female short hair. I have been vet 
checked, spayed, and am up-to-date 
on all of my shots. My family passed 
away, and that is why I am at the 
shelter. I am not so sure about being 
around other animals as I was with 
another cat only for the first year 
of my life. I want to find my forever 
home and my new family. My friends 
at River Valley Animal Protection 
League would love to have you come 
and see me. Also, save the date March 
21, 2020 at VFW on Lovers Lane in 
Charlestown, N.H. River Valley Ani-
mal Protection League will be having 
a potluck dinner to help support the 
shelter. More details to follow.

River Valley Animal Protection League
60 Cummings St., Charlestown, N.H.
603-826-3061
www.rivervalleyapl.wordpress.com
Monday, 4-7 p.m., and Saturday, 2-4 p.m. or by appointment

pet of the week

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

LEGAL NOTICES

TOWN OF CHESTER

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

BEFORE THE DEVELOPMENT 

REVIEW BOARD

The Development Review Board will be holding a 
Site Visit at 4:30 pm on Monday, February 24th and 
a Public Hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Monday February 
24, 2020 at the Town Hall, for a Conditional Use 
application (#546)

PROPERTY OWNERS:  Edward and Jill Marcus
APPLICANT: Edward and Jill Marcus
LOCATION: 902 Cummings Rd.
DISTRICT: R40  

ACTION REQUESTED: The appellants entered 
into an agreement with Vacasa, which rents on 
behalf of homeowners over 400 units in Vermont.   
The concept is short –term rentals all handled by 
Vacasa, who cleans the property before and after 
the renters depart.  Vacasa is responsible for all 
management. Nothing is being done to the property. 
No renovations of any kind. It is as is/where is.  

Abutters are hereby notified that further 
information can be found at the Town Clerk’s Office 
which is open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.  Participation in this hearing is a pre-
requisite to the right to take any subsequent appeal.

For the Development Review Board
Michael Normyle, Zoning Administrator
(802) 875-2173
michael.normyle@chestervt.gov

Town of Londonderry, VT 

Notice of Public Hearing 
 
The Londonderry Development Review Board will 
meet at 5:30 PM on Wednesday, February 19, 2020, 
at the Twitchell Building Town Office, 100 Old 
School Street, South Londonderry, VT, for Public 
Hearings on the following Applications: 
 
Application 2020-03 by Christopher Ponessi, PE of 
Mance Engineering,  for Hunter Kaltsas, Owner, for 
Subdivision of Parcel 110002.000 located on Derry 
Woods Road and VT Route 11 within the Service 
Commercial District and Flood Hazard Overlay 
area.   
  
Application materials are available for inspection 
at the Town Office during regular business hours. 
Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. Sections 4464(a)(1)(C) and 
4471(a), participation in the local proceeding is 
a prerequisite to the right to take any subsequent 
appeal.    

FIREWOOD FOR 
SALE
REGION - Mountain and Valley, 
cut split delivered green fire-
wood. $200 per cord. Seasoned 
firewood $250 per cord. Within 
20 miles of Perkinsville, Vt. 802-
263-5939. (02/25)

FOR RENT
LUDLOW, Vt. – 1 bedroom 
apartments at Gill Terrace 
Retirement Apts II for the elderly. 
Federally subsidized rent. Must 
meet income & eligibility re-
quirements. Accepting applica-
tions for immediate occupancy & 
wait list. Call 1-800-496-9449. 

Equal Housing Opportunity. 
(02/18)

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 2 and 3 
br apt available. H/HW, rubbish 
removal incl. W/D hook ups. 
Rent is 30% of income. Applica-
tion required. Contact Kathy at 
802-463-9863. (03/03)

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 3 br apart-
ment available. H/HW, rubbish 
removal incl. W/D hook ups. 
Rent is 30% of income. Applica-
tion required. Contact Kathy at 
802-463-9863. (03/03)

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 4 br 
apartment available. H/HW, 
rubbish removal incl. Onsite 
laundry. Rent is 30% of income. 
Application required. Contact 
Kathy at 802-463-9863. 
(03/03)

HELP WANTED
LUDLOW, Vt. – Exceptional 
Baristas Needed! If you love 
coffee, come work with us in 
Ludlow’s newest hot spot! As 
the barista, you are responsible 
for making exceptional coffee 
drinks at our full service coffee 
bar and serving them with a 
smile. You have to be friendly, 
great with people, and have 
excellent customer service skills. 
Reliability is key! Barista experi-
ence a plus, but with the right 
person we are willing to train. 
We are looking for both part 
time and full time Baristas, so we 
can work together to customize 
a schedule that works for you. 
We can’t wait to meet you! Email 
resume to jobs@tpw.com or call 
802-228-9400. (02/11)

CLAREMONT, N.H. – NAMI 
NH is seeking a full time, 40 
hours per week, Family and 
Community Support Specialist 
in the Claremont and sur-
rounding Upper Valley area. 
This is a salaried, exempt posi-
tion. The Family and Commu-
nity Support Specialists (FCSS) 
will provide 1:1 support and 
education to families/primary 
caregivers of children and 
adolescents with mental illness. 
The FCSS will establish support 

groups and family education 
programs in communities and 
will be responsible for identify-
ing and recruiting family mem-
ber candidates to participate in 
one of NAMI NH’s leadership 
training programs providing 
support to family leaders in 
a role of their choice. MUST 
have Lived Experience – hav-
ing personal experience as a 
parent or family member of a 
child with mental illness, and 
understands and has the expe-

rience of working through the 
process toward family recovery 
empowerment. Send your letter 
of interest, resume, and sal-
ary requirements to: https://
naminh.bamboohr.com/jobs/
view.php?id=49. 
(02/11)

WOOD BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 
save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 
wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818. (TFN) 

art
SMS DESIGNS
Graphic Designer Shawntae Webb can help you design your 
logos, advertisements, magazines, books, and other publication 
layouts, and more. Call 802-289-4389 or email shawntae_stillwell_
sms@yahoo.com.

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 20 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(03/03/20 TFN-13)

builders/contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proc-
torsville. 802-226-8125 (02/25/20 TFN-13)

ALBERTI LANDSCAPE AND CONSTRUCTION
Professional landscape solutions and lawn care. Schedule a 
clean-up or mulch installation. Also providing home improve-
ment and remodeling services. Call Alex 802-451-6112. (04/07/20)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275

Home repairs:  Light electrical; new outlet, GFCI outlet,  USB ports, 
light fixture(s). Light plumbing; toilet replacement, new water sup-
ply hoses. New drywall or repairs. Replacement windows, doors 
INT & EXT, rotten trim or clapboards. Custom mantel with electric 
heater other custom work too. It’s never too late in the season for 
an array of projects. (06/16/20)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 
(08/18/20 TFN-52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk 
removed. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(02/25/20)

firewood & building 
materials

AMP TIMBER HARVESTING, INC.
Firewood for Sale: Cut, Split, and Delivered. Prices vary by location. 

Slab wood available for firepits and sugarwood. 

Rough Sawn Lumber, Custom Sawing.

Pine Boards, Framing Lumber, Hardwood Furniture Stock. Based 
out of Chester. Serving Chester, Springfield, Windham, and sur-
rounding areas. Dennis Allard: 802-254-0680. Billy Parker: 802-874-
7260.  (03/24/20 TFN-13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dryer vent installation and dryer vent cleaning. Also offer car-
pentry, interior & exterior painting, window & door replacements, 
window screen repairs & replacement, window cleaning, vinyl 
siding washing, pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 
802-226-7077 or 802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. (04/28/20 - 26)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com  
(09/08/20 TFN-52)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory 
(802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks

•
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AUTOMOTIVE/REAL ESTATEcalendar

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282

NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Great Opportunity!

3 Buildings w/12 Units

New Roofs, Plumbing, Electrical

Springfield, $399,000

Great Commercial Location!

Work Where You Live

2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath 2.54+/- Acres

Rockingham, $159,500

Great Opportunity To Build!

130+/- Wooded Acres Consists of

2 Parcels Close To Skiing & Golfing
Windham, $175,000

Built w/Native Materials

& Creativity Close to Village!

4 Bedroom, 2 Baths

Grafton, $245,000

Great Vermont Getaway!

25+/-  Acres, Ski, Hike, Shop

Fish or Snowmobile

Windham, $125,000

Well Built Salt Box

Close To Okemo Valley!

3 Bedroom, 3 Bath

Cavensdish, $255,000

Contemporary w/Mountain Views

Farmer’s Porch & 6.2+/- Acres!

3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath

Andover, $189,000

Nice Colonial On Edge of Town

Motivated Seller!

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Springfield, $85,000

17+/- Acre Wooded Parcel

Close To Skiing, Long Brook 

Frontage, Natural Swimming Hole

Jamaica, $79,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com

39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Weathersfield treasure located just off Skyline Drive. This 3-4 bedroom home offers great detail 

throughout including an open/bright kitchen with abundant corian countertops, viking range, cana-

dian pantry. Formal dining area with windows taking in bright light and views of the back yard. Living 

room with cathedral ceilings and stone fireplace. Den/Bedroom with catwalk storage on first floor, 2nd 

bedroom and 3/4 bath with fossil stone tile. 2nd 

floor balcony currently hosts a baby grand piano to 

the Master Bedroom with 3/4 tiled bath. Walk-out 

daylight basement includes family room, laundry 

room, half bath, office and bedroom. Attached 2 car 

garage, multi-tiered deck, gazebo. Detached barn 

with garage bay, workshop space,carport and over-

head 23X16 seasonal living space. Kennel, shed and 

a heated green house. Situated on 5.3+/- landscaped 

acres with gardens and pond. Just beautiful! JUST 

REDUCED TO $399,000

Two properties, three units. About the only thing these 

two properties share is the driveway and a great location 

in Springfield. Combined they have .5+/- acres. The two-

unit multi is nicely done with 1-2 bedrooms in each unit 

and finished living space. Separate heating systems and 

electrical. Very nice. The home next door needs rehab. The 

rehab project has been started, needing finishing. Offers 

great possibilities and abundant living space, detached 

garage/storage. REDUCED TO $115,000

Have you thought about a rehab? This property is 

located on the outskirts of town just off the State Highway 

with 1.3+/- acres. Includes two stories of living space 

with approximately 1600 square feet of living space. With 

Kitchen, Living Room, Den, Three Bedrooms, Full Bath, 

Enclosed porch. JUST REDUCED TO $39,900

Country Cabin in Chester with 30.5+/-acres. Is easily 

accessible off a town maintained road. This Log Home is a 

great opportunity to own a largeParcel of Land (in current 

use) to self sustain with mostly wooded acreage and a 

couple open acres for gardening or yard. A tidy home with 

screened porch, front deck and cozy interior with kitchen/

dining area, bedroom 3/4 bath, livingroom with wood-

stove. Basement for additional storage. $195,000

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600

NEW TIRES TOO!!

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

2011 Kia Sorento EX

2012 BMW 750XI

6 Cylinder
Auto
AWD
Third Row Seat

Twin Turbo V8
Auto, AWD

Leather
Sun Roof

Loaded

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Filter & Lube Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 02/29/20

2011 Toyota RAV4
4WD
4 Cylinder
Auto
Loaded

2015 GMC Sierra
Crew Cab
4x4
V8
Auto
Z-71 Off Road Pkg

2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV
4WD

6 Cylinder
Auto

Third Row 
Seating

2011 Volvo XC-70
Station Wagon
AWD, V6, Auto

Leather
Sun Roof

Snow Tires Are In!
CHEEVER TIRE 

IS YOUR ONE-STOP SOLUTION
Passenger Cars - Trucks - Farm

Our Own Truck Tire Retreads

Great Tires & Great Service

CHEEVER TIRE SERVICE
Your Basic Full Service

Locally Owned Tire Store

Mon - Fri 8 am - 5 pm & Sat 8 am - 12 pm

Rt. 5 North, Bellows Falls, VT  -  802-463-3320

CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS
FEB 8 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Advance Care Planning 
Workshop at Rockingham 
Library Saturday, Feb. 

8, from 10:30 a.m. – 
noon, at the Rockingham 
Library. At the close of this 
workshop you will know 
what you need to complete 
an Advanced Care 
Directive. Please call Anne 
Dempsey at Rockingham 

Library 802-463-4270 
or email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.org to 
RSVP. This event is free 
and open to the public.

CLUBS
FEB 1 – 
MANCHESTER, Vt. – Join 
the Green Mountain 
Club for a snowshoe 
in Merck Forest to the 
Thoreau Cabin and back 
Saturday, Feb. 1. Meet 
at the Manchester Shaw’s 
at the south end of the 
parking lot at 9 a.m. or 
at Merck Forest at the 
welcome center at 9:30 
a.m. Snowshoe out to 
Thoreau Cabin and back. 
Trip is about 4 miles total 
with several hundred feet 
of up and down. This is a 
moderate trip. Bring extra 
layers, wool or fleece hat, 

snacks, lunch, fluids. RSVP 
required to Keld Alstrup 
at 802-362-1422 or 
alstrupkeld@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY 
MEALS
FEB. 7 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
First Friday Supper at the 
First Baptist Church in 
Bellows Falls Friday, Feb. 
7, from 5-7 p.m. Menu 
includes baked chicken, 
potatoes, green bean 
casserole, garden salad, 
dessert, and beverage. 
Gluten free and vegan 
available. Suggested 

donation to benefit Puerto 
Rico earthquake relief.

EVENTS
JAN. 31 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Village Square Booksellers 
welcomes local illustrator 
Alex Cormack Friday, Jan. 
31 at 7 p.m. to discuss 
his newest book, “Road of 
Bones.” Alex Cormack is 
an illustrator and animator 
whose works include the 
critically acclaimed “Sink, 
Red Dog,” the official 
prequel to the motion 
picture “Hardcore Henry, 
Hardcore Akan.” Call 
802-463-9404 for book 
and event reservations.

TUESDAYS –
PUTNEY, Vt. – Wound 
care for feet will be 
available at Putney 
Community Cares on 
the first Tuesday of every 
month, from 12-3 p.m., 
with Margaret Heale, 
R.N. of Heale Wound 
Care. Call 802-376-
8249 or email mheale@
healewoundcare.com for 
scheduling.

THURSDAYS –
PUTNEY, Vt. – Dinner 
and a movie on the last 
Thursday of the month, 
5:30 p.m. At each event, 
the chefs at the Gleanery 
will serve a special menu 
in time for diners to make 
it to the hosted 7 p.m. 
film screening around the 
corner at Next Stage, 15 
Kimball Hill Rd. For pricing 
or reservations, call 802-
387-3052. Limited seating 
available.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Bingo at Compass School 
on the last Thursday of the 
month January through 
June at 6 p.m. at 7892 
Route 5 in Westminster. 
For details, call 802-463-
2525 or email info@
compass-school.org.

SATURDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Round 
and Square Dance at the 
Gassetts Grange on the 

first Saturday of every 
month from 7-10 p.m. 
Door donation per person.

FEB. 6 – 
PUTNEY, Vt. – Next 
Stage Arts Project 
announces an open house 
reception to welcome 
the organization’s new 
executive director, Keith 
Marks Thursday, Feb. 6, 
from 5-7 p.m., at Next 
Stage, 15 Kimball Hill in 
Putney. The event is free 
and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be 
served.

FEB. 7 & 8 –
PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project “Framed” 
series presents a pop-up, 
weekend festival featuring 
films from the Middlebury 
New Filmmakers Festival 
Vermont Tour Friday and 
Saturday, Feb. 7 and 8 
at 7 p.m. at Next Stage 
in Putney. Friday features 
“The Return of Richard 
III on the 9:24 Train.” 
Saturday features “Ernie 
and Joe - Crisis Cops” 
with director Jenifer 
McShane Q&A to follow. 
For details, visit www.
nextstagearts.org

FEB. 8 – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
us at the Springfield UU 
Meetinghouse for a fun 
evening of games and 
crafting Saturday, Feb. 8, 
from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Bring 
a craft, knitting, mending 
project, or Valentine’s 
cards. Bring your own 
game or play one of ours. 
All welcome!

KIDS’ 
CORNER
JAN. 31 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Tired of 
playing in the snow or just 
want something different 
to do? On Friday, Jan. 
31, from 3-4 p.m., come 
to the Fletcher Memorial 
Library and join your 
friends in a lively ping-
pong match. You can even 
challenge your friendly 
youth services librarian to 
a game or two! This event 
is for kids in kindergarten 
and older.

TUESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Crafty 
Tuesdays in February 
for grades K and Up at 
Fletcher Memorial Library 
from 3-4 p.m. Except on 
Feb. 18 – from 1-2 p.m. 
Call for details 802-228-
3517.

MUSIC & 
THEATER
FEB. 7 – 
WHITE RIVER JCT., Vt. – 
Northern Stage’s Youth 
Ensemble Studio presents 
“Metamorphoses” at The 
Barrette Center for the 
Arts running from Feb. 7 
thru Feb. 16. Nominated 
for three Tony Awards, 
including “Best Play,” 
Metamorphoses weaves 
together unforgettable 
tales to reveal the beauty 
and urgency of myth-
making in a rapidly 
changing world. For show 
times and tickets, visit 
www.northernstage.org.

SATURDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Second-Saturday Synthfest 
Series at Stage 33 Live 
celebrates synthesizer 
performance, circuit-
bending, and sound 
manipulation. Remaining 
series dates are Feb. 8, 
March 14, and April 11 
at 7 p.m., 33 Bridge St. 
Suggested donation at the 
door. More information 
about events at www.
stage33live.com.
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