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SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – If you 
attended the Festival of Trees 
in November, you may have 
missed seeing the Nature Tree. 
It’s located outside at the Pearl 
Street entrance to the Great 
Hall in Springfield. The tree 
will stay up until spring and 
is intended to provide both 
food and shelter for the birds 
throughout the winter.
  The balsam tree was donated 

by Barb Kramer and Randy Ad-
ams and was cut and anchored 
by Garden Club members 
and husbands as part of the 
Festival of Trees. Ornaments 
and garlands to feed the birds 

were made by Mrs. Perkins’ 
second grade students at Elm 
Hill School with help from 
Mrs. Cole, Mrs. Garaffa, and 
Finnegan Kelley. Special thanks 
to Meredith Kelley for coordi-
nating this activity.
  Credit also to Courtney and 

Sophia Lihatsh with help from 
“the SAMM’s Club” for making 
the pinecone and birdseed or-
naments. Thanks to all for feed-
ing our feathered friends!
  If your class or scout troop 

would like to add more edible 
ornaments to the Nature Tree 
in Springfield, please email 
jeank@sover.net.

Students decorate Garden Club Nature Tree

Mrs. Perkins’ second grade students after tree trimming.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Hanging garlands and ornaments.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BY BILL LOCKWOOD

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Friday, Dec. 13, the Bellows 
Falls Area Development Cor-
poration held a ribbon cutting 
at the old Robertson Paper 
Mill site, a 30-acre tract on the 
island in Bellows Falls, that is 
now ready for new buildings 
and redevelopment. This fol-
lows a long, complicated pro-
cess of demolition and removal 
of the old paper mill building, 
which had dated to the early 
1900s and was active through 
the 1980s.
  Many agencies and resources 

were brought together in col-
laboration to reach this point 
celebrated by local, state, and 
federal representatives and the 
BFADC. Congressman Peter 
Welch, Gov. Phil Scott, State 
Secretary of Commerce and 

Community Development 
Lindsay Kurrie, and State Sec-
retary of Natural Resources 
Julie Moore were among the 
speakers at the event.
  It was just above freezing 

and was a cold, damp day with 
a touch of frosty snow prior 
to the event. Gov. Scott noted, 
“Only in Vermont would we 
have an outdoor event in De-
cember.”
  Despite the weather, a large 

crowd turned out, including a 
group of eighth graders from 
Bellows Falls Middle School 
who have been following the 
project. Rockingham Select-
board Chairman Peter Golec 
made the opening remarks, 
noting that he had worked at 
“Robbie Paper” from 1964 to 
’66, and both his father and an 
uncle had worked there too.
  All those years of making 

mainly tissue and wax paper 

had left the site as an ecologi-
cal disaster with a $1.2 million 
cleanup tag. Such projects are 
beyond the resources of most 
local governments alone. In-
stead, collaborations have be-
come the way to remedy the 
situation. BFADC took the 
lead, and the resources of the 
EPA, state, Windham Regional 
Foundation, and a number of 
grant sources and others were 
involved.
  There were also historical 

considerations – parts of the 
property likely include a Native 
American burial ground from 
before the European settlers 
arrived. The demolition had to 
be sensitive to both tribal heri-
tage and industrial history.
  A lot of what was torn down 

was recycled. That included 
100 tons of leftover paper, 1,000 
cubic yards of bricks that were 
sold, and 25,580-board-feet of 
timbers that were denailed and 
sold for reuse.
  Golec said, “Many said we 

couldn’t do this. Now that 
we’ve got it done, we can say 
we did.” 
  Moore noted that, “It takes 

vision to think all these pieces 
through.”

  Robin Sweetapple, BFADC 
president, thanked everyone 
involved for all that was put 
together, saying that without 
all the help “we might just be 
looking at a ruin right now.” 
  Congressman Welsh said, 

“This used to be a site where 
good work was being done 
by Vermonters. We have to 
move on to revitalize.” Then 
he pointed out that can only 
be done with cooperation. “It’s 
cooperation, not conflict, that 
makes progress.”
  The project fits into the 

broader perspective of renewal 
and redevelopment. Gov. Scott 
saw that this “should spur 

more redevelopment [and] aid 
downtown revitalization and 
more,” and he “looks forward 
to Bellows Falls continuing to 
become a revitalized commu-
nity.”
  The site on the island is a re-

cently designated Federal Op-
portunity Zone. BFADC is now 
looking to create a new build-
ing on the site for one or more 
tenants. Sweetapple concluded 
by noting that this has “opened 
up new opportunities for a rei-
magined island.”
  Anyone interested can con-

tact Gary Fox, Rockingham 
Development Director, at  
development@rockbf.org.

BFADC celebrates Robertson Paper Mill site readiness 
for redevelopment

Congressman Peter Welsh and Gov. Phil Scott cutting the ribbon with 
other officials for the Robertson Paper Co. site revitalization.
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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
On Tuesday, Dec. 10, the Bel-
lows Falls Village Trustees 
discussed the bridges and 
neighboring communities 
and replacement mains on 
Pine and Oak streets.
  Municipal Manager Wendy 

Harrison and Chief Operator 
of the Water Department Bri-
an Joslyn recommended us-
ing the surplus funds from the 
bond money for two replace-
ment water mains. Harrison 
informed the Trustees that 
$510,000 was still available, 
and Joslyn explained that 
Blake Street was completed 
for $163,000, which included 
paving. He mentioned the 
department was interested in 
replacing six feet of mains on 
Pine and Oak streets, but that 
Pine was the most impor-
tant. Joslyn added that if both 
projects were completed, “the 
whole upper section is new” 

and will not need to be replaced 
“in our lifetime.”
  Jonathan Wright asked for 

numbers, understanding the 
linear footage but wanting an 
estimate of cost per foot. Har-
rison agreed they would speak 
to Christina Haskins of the 
Dufresne Group. The Trustees 
moved to wait for the estimates 
before approving the additional 
bond money.
  Village President Deborah 

Wright was interested in meet-
ing with both North Walpole 
and Walpole to discuss the 
old Arch Bridge and the Vilas 
Bridge. Last month, the Walpole 
Selectboard invited the Rock-
ingham Selectboard to their 
meeting and Village Trustee 
members also attended.
  Wright would like to invite 

the North Walpole Village Dis-
trict Board of Commissioners 
and Walpole Selectboard to the 
next Trustee meeting Tuesday, 
Jan. 14, 2020.
  Stefan Golec agreed with 

Deborah Wright and said, “The 

lighting is a safety concern.” He 
mentioned that the Vilas Bridge 
closure affects North Walpole 
Fire Department and Walpole’s 
sewer line. Golec also highlight-
ed issues of mutual aid and po-
tential issues negotiating safety 
vehicles on the Arch Bridge 
during NHDOT’s proposed re-
habilitation. Golec added that 
the village pays for the light on 
the Vermont side, but that he 
would like to see Walpole pay 
for the others, as the rest of the 
bridge is owned by New Hamp-
shire.
  Jonathan Wright disagreed, 

but acknowledged inviting the 
other boards would be “fine, if 
there was a detailed agenda and 
outline.”
  Gary Lique requested to add a 

motion to next month’s agenda 
to meet twice per month. For 
now, the Bellows Falls Village 
Trustees meet once on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month. 
Their next meeting is Jan. 14 at 
6 p.m. in the Lower Theater of 
the Bellows Falls Opera House.

Village Trustees discusses 
meeting with Walpole boards

BY JO ROBBINS

The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Selectboard and its 
newly appointed Budget Advi-
sory Committee met with the 
Police and Fire Department 
chiefs during the Selectboard’s 
regular meeting Dec. 9 to hear 
about and address each depart-
ment’s financial priorities.
  Police Chief Mark Fountain 

said his first issue is with staff-
ing. The department hired a 
full-time certified officer who is 
almost ready to complete field 
training, but that still leaves five 
vacant positions, which Foun-
tain said impacts functionality. 
Because it is hard to find quali-
fied officers, over the past few 
months the department has 
expanded its social media plat-
form to attract new applicants. 
Fountain said high vacancies is a 
system-wide problem right now 
in other police departments.
  Fountain also asked the Se-

lectboard to consider the pur-
chase of Guardian Tracking 
software that will make per-
formance logs and employee 
evaluations easier. The State 
Police held a demonstration 
of the software they have been 

using for a few years and are 
happy with this program that 
replaces a manual, handwritten 
review, which Fountain says is 
time-consuming. To document 
work performance issues with 
this new system, the supervisor 
enters the program, sends and 
reads information, acknowl-
edges it, and responds in real 
time. The cost savings is in the 
manpower.
  Chief Fountain also said de-

partment portable radios and 
computers are aging, and he pro-
poses upgrades to both. He said 
some of the portable radios are 
eight years old and have had to 
go out for costly repairs. During 
a shooting incident at the Holi-
day Inn last January, Fountain 
said his dispatcher could not 
communicate with the officers 
at the scene because of problems 
with the radios. Fountain added 
that two computers failed this 
year and the department had to 
purchase replacements, and, as 
of January, Windows 7 will no 
longer support security updates.
  The Selectboard spoke with 

Fountain about vehicle replace-
ment, which is presently on a 
one-and-a-half vehicle per year 
track, which means if one is 
purchased the first year, there 

is a carryover next year and 
the department can buy two. 
After 100,000 miles, there is a 
high maintenance cost issue, 
Fountain said, as the vehicles 
are heavily used and abused 
during their life.
  When the front-line ve-

hicles begin to show age, they 
are rotated to the back line 
for low priority uses such as 
court appearances. The Se-
lectboard asked Fountain to 
document the details of the 
vehicles on a printout that 
will include each vehicle, its 
age, use, mileage, and wheth-
er it is a front-line or back-
line vehicle, and the Chief 
agreed. The budget for each 
vehicle is between $35,000 
and $36,000, which includes 
the extended warranty and 
the vehicle equipment gets 
transferred from the older 
cars to the new ones.
  The Budget Advisory 

Committee members had 
questions for Fountain about 
regular pay, overtime pay, 
and staffing. Fountain said he 
is presently down six regular 
officers, which includes the 
new officer who is not in the 

Chiefs discuss staffing 
struggles at budget workshop

The old office entrance to Robertson Paper taken about a year ago 
before demolition.

PHOTO BY BILL LOCKWOOD
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 Program (SNAP))

• Supplemental Security Income (SSI)

• Federal Public Housing Assistance (FPHA)
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check eligibility, or to request an application visit  

www.checklifeline.org or call 1-800-234-9473.

Lifeline is a government assistance program. It is non-

transferable. Only eligible consumers may enroll in the 

program. There is a limit of one discount per household. 
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gling with staffing issues. He 
has 16 on-call firefighters, but 
they do not all answer calls be-
cause most have full-time jobs. 
Thompson said three to five 
responders answer a fire call. 
Although his department has a 
low turnover, Thompson said 
some of his paramedics and fire-
fighters may eventually leave the 
department. He would like to 
get someone into the 18-month 
class to be ready to fill any future 
retirements.
  Thompson said the Fire De-

partment needs a new roof, and 
there is water in the building. 
He is pushing the replacement 
of a fire truck out for one year 
in order to pay for the roof and 
said that doesn’t scare him one 
bit. He said he could get 20 to 25 
years out of a fire truck because 
his department has good main-
tenance performance. The new 
roof should last 25 years, and it 
will have a diesel exhaust system 
built in. Thompson said the de-
partment also needs to replace 
the server; and although they 
have managed a temporary fix 
to the back door, it will need to 
be replaced as well.
  Non-emergency transport is a 

new line item this year. Thomp-
son said 23% of calls in Spring-
field are Medicaid patient calls, 
which is a high number, and the 
department is losing money. He 
added though, that the depart-
ment no longer has to pay for 
Narcan as the state is distribut-
ing the overdose drug.
  Thompson said he has tried 

to keep a zero-based business, 
but he had a frozen budget for 
10 weeks last year. Now through 
January, he will spend money he 
couldn’t spend during the freeze. 
Thompson said there has been a 
change in mutual aid plans, and 
he would like to bring in five or 
six communities to drill with his 
department. He said the para-
medic and firefighter care to 
customers is amazing, and he is 
proud of his people. What used 
to be done only in the emer-
gency room is now being done 
in the field.
  At this, the first of three 

workshops, the Selectboard 
also heard from the Planning 
and Assessor’s Department. 
A second workshop was held 
Thursday, Dec. 12 with the fol-
lowing town departments on 
the agenda: Senior Center, Parks 
and Recreation, Library, Public 
Works, Town Clerk, and Town 
Manager. The third workshop 
is scheduled for Jan. 13 with an 
option for a fourth to be held 
Jan. 16, only if the Selectboard 
has not concluded its business.

which increases that line item. 
He said because of the staffing 
shortage, the regular pay line 
item should be higher than it 
is, but the overtime budget was 
overspent.
  When he was asked about 

lighted speed signs and if there 
was a plan to purchase new ones, 
Fountain said there is no money 
in the budget for the signs, and 
they are expensive. He said the 
sign located on Chester Road 

was awarded by the Governor’s 
Highway Safety Program, but it 
is older and needed to be retro-
fitted. He said there is a chance, 
but no guarantee, that the pro-
gram might offer another op-
portunity.
  Chief Russell Thompson of 

the Fire Department echoed 
Chief Fountain’s statement that 
manpower problems are sys-
temic in departments across the 
region, and said he, too, is strug-

STAFFING
From Page 1A

field yet, and he is using out-
of-area officers as part-timers, 

Toys for Tots
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Amy Duffy, left, and Heidi Huber, right, from 
Edward Jones Financial on Chester Road in Springfield has been 
collecting Toys for Tots. They would like to thank the community 
for their generosity and much appreciated donations! 

PHOTO BY BOB MILLER

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Thursday, Nov. 14 and Nov. 
21, students from Bellows Falls 
Middle School teamed up with 
students from the Bellows Falls 
High School to participate in 
the Great American Smokeout 
with an activity focused around 
cleaning up cigarette butts.
  The Great American Smoke-

out, hosted by the American 
Cancer Association, is an an-
nual event held the third Thurs-
day of November to encourage 
smokers to use the date to quit – 
even if for one day. Tobacco use 
remains the single largest pre-
ventable cause of disease and 
premature death in the country 
with over 480,000 deaths caused 
by smoking a year.
  During the two-day events, 

the groups, comprised of the 
BFMS Vermont Kids Against 

Tobacco, BFUHS Our Voices 
Exposed, and staff members 
from Greater Falls Connec-
tions, safely collected cigarette 
butts from spaces around Bel-
lows Falls within two one-hour 
spans. During the walks, stu-
dents identified where butt litter 
was the most common, point-
ing out that many cigarettes 
were found in places where “no 
smoking” signs were placed.
  Heather Waryas, OVX advi-

sor at BFUHS, stated, “I think 
it’s important for students to 
recognize the total cost of smok-
ing to our climate – our health, 
our healthcare system, and our 
ecosystem. At BFUHS, we have 
a newly energized focus on our 
climate globally this year and 
having students pick up that 
much plastic waste in such a 
short period of time and space 

was eye-opening to them in the 
aspect of non-biodegradable lit-
ter in just our little village.”
  Waryas also noted, “It’s always 

powerful when students of dif-

mile of the school. In addi-
tion to cigarette butts, ciga-
rillo wrappers, JUUL pods, 
and cigarette cartons were 
also collected.

Students participate in cigarette 
cleanup activity

Bellows Falls Middle School Vermont Kids Against Tobacco group 
and Bellows Falls Union High School Our Voices Exposed group 
gather to help pick up cigarette butts around town.

PHOTO PROVIDED

ferent ages work together on 
a common goal. The younger 
students are energized and 
encouraged by the older stu-
dents and the olders are in-
spired to do their best work 
as they serve as role models 
for the youngers!”
  Cigarettes are the most lit-

tered item in the world and 
pose a threat to our environ-
ment, with cigarette filters 
made out of plastic material 
that are very slow to decom-
pose. Many cigarette butts 
end up in waterways, with 
toxins being released to the 
surrounding areas affecting 
not only humans, but animals 
as well.
  Between the two activity 

days, students collected over 
1,100 cigarette butts within a 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Family Center is 
pleased to announce the hir-
ing of a new executive direc-
tor, Trish Paradis.
  Trish is a native of south-

ern Vermont. She is a Cas-
tleton University graduate 
who studied education and 
psychology. Over the past 18 
years, she has had experience 
working in both medical and 
human services fields. She 
began her career working 
in clinical research, assist-

ing individuals facing cognitive 
impairment. During her time 
there, she worked in several ca-
pacities including business man-
agement and clinical research 
coordination; it was in this set-
ting she realized her passion for 
working with people. Later, she 
shared her passion at Lincoln 
Street Inc., a nonprofit organiza-
tion that provides individualized 
care to people with intellectual 
disabilities. She again served in 
many roles and provided clinical 
direction, supervision, and qual-

ity assurance.
  Most recently, Trish served 

as executive director of a small 
nonprofit social services organi-
zation in Londonderry, Vt. Here 
she collaborated with commu-
nity organizations, fostered pro-
gramming, and secured funding 
opportunities. She looks forward 
to continuing this work at the 
Springfield Family Center.
  The Family Center Board, staff, 

and volunteers look forward to 
her leadership, and to continue 
driving forward our mission.

New executive director at the 
Springfield Family Center
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BROWNSVILLE, Vt. – At 
his weekly press conference 
Friday, Dec. 13, Gov. Phil Scott 
joined the community of West 
Windsor to celebrate the suc-
cess of the Brownsville Butch-
er & Pantry, which opened in 
November 2018. This collab-
orative redevelopment project 
began after the Brownsville 
General Store went out of 
business and the property was 
foreclosed in 2016.
  Through individual, local, 

and state support, the Friends 
of the Brownsville General 
Store purchased and redevel-
oped the vacant building, rec-
reating an economic and com-
munity hub in the village.
  “Creating vibrant, welcom-

ing villages is critical to keep-
ing young Vermonters here 
and drawing new families 
and businesses to Vermont,” 
said Gov. Scott. “Together, 
this community has proven 
that solutions start from the 
ground up – at the local level – 
and has shown how that vision 
can and should be reinforced 
with help from the state.”
  The revitalization in West 

Windsor extends beyond the 
new store, including the newly 
launched Ascutney Outdoors, 
an organization that’s creating 
a diverse base of activities with 
a focus on biking and hiking, 
affordable winter activities, 
educational programs, and 
community events.
  Brownsville residents 

worked closely with state 
agencies to secure funding 
for village redevelopment 
projects. The Agency of Com-
merce and Community De-
velopment granted the Friends 
of the Brownsville Store with 
over $50,000 in village center 
tax credits to rehabilitate the 
building and reopen the store.

  “Village stores are important 
community gathering places 
where the relationships necessary 
to make a community a great 
place to live, work, and visit are 
built,” said Housing and Com-
munity Development Commis-
sioner Josh Hanford. “Browns-
ville residents show us that with 
hard work, any community can 
leverage state programs and 
funding to support local busi-
nesses, spur investment in hous-
ing, and enhance their vibrancy.”
  The Agency of Natural Re-

sources worked with ACCD and 
the town of West Windsor to de-
liver $2.4 million in wastewater 
infrastructure grants and loans 
to update and extend the exist-
ing sewer system throughout the 
village.

  “In Vermont, more than 200 
of our downtowns and village 
centers lack community waste-
water disposal systems, creating 
a barrier to infill development 
and revitalization,” said Natural 
Resources Secretary Julie Moore. 
“Wastewater infrastructure tends 
to be both out of sight and out 
of mind but investing in this in-
frastructure is essential to sup-
porting the growth of existing 
businesses and community cen-
ters... As a state, we are provid-
ing communities with technical 
assistance and help accessing 
grants and low-interest loans for 
these sorts of core infrastructure 
investments which, in turn, sup-
ports exciting revitalization proj-
ects, like the Brownsville Butcher 
& Pantry.”

Gov. Scott highlights local 
general store

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – Cap-
tain Richard Phillips, a mer-
chant marine and the subject of 
an extraordinary international 
drama when he was captured by 
Somali pirates who attacked and 
boarded his ship in April 2009, 
visited Kurn Hattin and its stu-
dents Tuesday, Dec. 3 to talk 
about his life and career. 
  Captain Phillips shared with 

the students his path to joining 
Merchant Marines and his ex-
perience as captain for 25 years. 
“What I’ve learned is that we’re 
all stronger than we even know 

and that the strength is already 
within us,” he said. “Nothing is 
completely lost until we choose 
to give up. Failure is only final 
when we quit,” he continued.
  The afternoon presentation 

ended with a question and an-
swer session. There were many 
questions from the students, 
ranging from what dangers he 
faced on the sea to which con-
tinents he’s visited – which was 
every continent.
  The public will have an oppor-

tunity to hear Captain Phillips 
and his dramatic story, which 

was also made into a motion 
picture by Columbia Pictures 
starring Tom Hanks. Join him 
for an exceptional evening 
of courage May 1, 5:30-8:30 
p.m., at Kurn Hattin Homes 
for Children. The evening 
will also include performanc-
es by The Don Baldini Trio 
and the Kurn Hattin Choir. 
  This is an event not to be 

missed! Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.kurnhattin.
org/CaptainPhillips or by 
contacting Heather at 802-
721-6916.

Captain Richard Phillips 
shares story of courage

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – The 
Rockingham Town Meeting 
is set for March 3, 2020 at the 
Bellows Falls Opera House at 
7 p.m. with elections follow-
ing March 4, from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. at the Masonic Temple, 66 
Westminster St. Monday, Jan. 
27, 2020 at 5 p.m. is the last 
day to file nomination petitions 
with a minimum of 30 signa-
tures. The Bellows Falls Union 
High School annual meeting 
is Feb. 26, 2020 at 7 p.m. at the 
high school.
  There are a number of posi-

tions available for the March 4, 

2020 election.
• Town Moderator, 1-year, 

currently held by L. Raymond 
Massucco
• Two Selectboard seats, 

1-year, currently held by Stefan 
Golec and Benjamin Masure
• One Selectboard seat, 3-year, 

currently held by Susan Ham-
mond
• Lister, 3-year, currently held 

by Paul Noble
• Grand Juror, 1-year, empty 

seat
• Town Agent, 1-year, cur-

rently held by L. Raymond 
Massucco
• Three Trustee Public Fund 

seats, 3-year, empty seats
• Two Trustee Campbell Fund 

seats, 3-year, empty seats
• Three Trustee Public Library 

seats, 3-year, currently held by 
Kate Kane, Susan Spaulding, 
and Brady Weinstock
• Town School Moderator, 

1-year, currently held by L. 
Raymond Massucco
• Rockingham School Direc-

tor, 2-year, currently held by 

Margo Ghia
• Rockingham School Di-

rector, 2-year, currently held 
by Kristen Swartwout
• BFUHS#27 Director, 

3-year, currently held by 
Deborah Wright
  The last day to register 

to vote in the Rockingham 
Town and Rockingham 
Town School annual meet-
ing is March 4, 2020 during 
voting. The last day to reg-
ister for the Bellows Falls 
Union High School is Feb. 
26, 2020 at the meeting. If 
you have questions, please 
call the Town Clerk’s office 
at 802-463-4336 ext. 1102 
or email clerk@rockbf.org or 
asstclerk@rockbf.org.
  The last day to file an ar-

ticle petition signed by 5% 
of the registered voters to be 
included in the Town Meet-
ing Warning is Jan. 16, 2020 
at 4:30 p.m. A minimum of 
159 signatures from Rock-
ingham registered voters is 
required.

Rockingham announces open 
positions for 2020

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – Rock-
ingham Town Clerk, Kathleen 
Neathawk, launches online ac-
cess to public records via their 
records management applica-
tion, TownFusion, powered by 
Kofile. Users will now be able to 
search land records and other 
public documents via a user-
friendly portal online. Index 
and images can be viewed on-
line and images can be printed 
for a fee via credit card.
  “We are excited to launch our 

online search portal to provid-
ed a convience to our constitu-
ents. The ability to access these 
records online will reduce the 
need to travel to the office and 
save people time,” said Neath-
awk. “My goal is to make do-
ing business with our town as 
easy as possible. We have been 
working deligiently to digitize 
the records in our office for 
preservation and depth of re-
cords. These historical records 
are vital to our community and 
our county.”

Rockingham 
Town Clerk 
launches 
online public 
record search 
and access
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802-228-7797
44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT 
www.killarneyludlow.com

Pub Opens at 3pm
Dinner Available at 5pm

Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday at 12 pm

Saturday, Dec. 21
Live Music with
Rhys 5-8 pm

Friday, Dec. 20
Live Music with Silas
and The Witch 7-10 pm

Dec. 23 & 24
Open at Noon
for Lunch!

Wednesday, Dec. 25
Merry Christmas!
Open at 4 pm

$25-99 get $10 off
$100-249 get $25 off
$250-499 get $50 off
$500-999 get $75 off 
$1000+ get $100 off

If Your Share is: One time per patient. Some 

exclusions apply. Treatment 

must be completed by  

December 31, 2019

Nov 01 - Dec 31 is our Official Holiday Savings Days

Here is a Little Gift for You!

802-463-4695
5 Henry St.  | Bellows Falls, VT 05101

www.greaterfallsdentistry.net

Dr. Mozaffari
Dr. Santiago

General Dentists

GREATER FALLS DENTISTRY
We Are A Delta Dental 
Participating Provider

FARMS

802-722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

‘Tis the Season 

to be Jolly!

Trees, Wreaths, Roping & Holly
Come Shop our Christmas Barn!

Poinsettias, Plants, Sleighbells, Kissing Balls, & Unique Gifts

We’ll gladly design outdoor planters and even tie your Christmas Tree on your car!

ORDER your HOLIDAY PIES online!

Open 7 Days a Week from 6 am - 9 pm

Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 off I-91 • Westminster, VT

Live Music
6:00 - 10:00 pm

(802) 226-7361

CastleHillResortVT.com

Junction Routes 103 & 131

Cavendish, VT

12/20 Vinnie DiBernardo   Guitar

12/21 Jacob McLaughlin          Piano 

12/24 Brad Morgan       Piano 

12/25 Chris Bakriges                Piano

12/26 Jacob McLaughlin                Piano

12/27 Vinnie DiBernardo                 Guitar

12/28 Chris Bakriges   Piano

12/29 Vinnie DiBernardo  Piano

12/30 Chris Bakriges   Piano

*12/31  Jacob McLauglin  Piano

*New Year’s Eve: Music 7-12 Midnight - Reservations Required

Dinner served at the Castle Restaurant from 5:30-9:00pm
Advance reservations are suggested and appreciated.
Cocktails served in the Library from 4:30-10:00pm.

This Week at Magic and 

THURSDAY: Dinner Specials 5-9 pm

THURSDAY: $29 Throwback Thursday 
           Ski Tickets

FRIDAY: Prime Rib Special 5-9 pm

at MAGIC MOUNTAIN

BLACK LINE

TAVERN

www.magicmtn.com/events

FRIDAY: Totally Submerged 7-10:30 pm 

SATURDAY: Saints & Liars 7-10:30 pm

Black Line Music Series presented by Upper Pass Beer 
with sponsors Meulemans’ Craft Draughts, Vermont 
Foam Insulation, rk Miles, Peoples United Bank, Marvin 
Windows, and Tom Call Excavation

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – During 
this special time of year, there 
are many festive, spiritual, 
crafty, and meaningful events 
one can attend. At Springfield 
Hospital, a wonderful seasonal 
tradition takes place each year 
called “Hearts of Hope.” This 
annual event provides a spe-
cial opportunity to honor and 
remember loved ones who are 
currently battling, or may have 

lost their life to, cancer or heart 
disease.
  Beautiful holiday ornaments, 

handmade by our volunteers, 
are placed on our Hearts of 
Hope tree in honor or memory 
of loved ones. Each year, the 
Hearts of Hope Committee, 
composed of Linda Feddersen, 
Barbara Bye, and Ruby Pinders, 
raise funds through this event 
to purchase items for the sup-

port and comfort of our pa-
tients at Springfield Hospi-
tal’s oncology and cardiology 
clinic.
  This year’s tree dedica-

tion ceremony was held 
Dec. 4 at the Nolin Murray 
Center in Springfield and 
included caroling, honoring 
those remembered on the 
ornaments, special music 
by Patty Carpenter and Dr. 
Thomas Davis, and refresh-
ments. This year’s event 
raised $6,400 for our spe-
cialty clinic.
  A long-time member of 

our Hearts of Hope Vol-
unteer Committee, Arlene 
Pearson, was also remem-
bered this year. Arlene put 
her heart and soul into this 
event for nearly 20 years and 
passed away earlier this year. 
She will be missed but always 
remembered by her HOH 
friends.
  “We thank all of our do-

nors who made this, yet 
again, a very special event,” 
says Sandy Peplau, volun-
teer coordinator, Springfield 
Hospital.
  If you wish to contribute 

to this campaign, heart orna-
ments are still available for 
a donation. Please contact 
Sandy at 802-885-7686.

Hearts of Hope honors 
and remembers

Tree with Hearts of Hope or-
naments.

PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – There is 
no greater joy than a child 
receiving a gift on Christ-
mas Day. Once again this 
year Benson’s Chevrolet at 
25 Pond St. in Ludlow, Vt. 
will be a drop-off location 
for Toys for Tot. Our goal 
this year is to fill a pick-up 
truck with toys galore!

  We will be collecting toys for 
children in need in our area 
until Dec. 23, 2019. Donated 
items can be toys, books, bikes, 
games, and craft projects to 
name just a few. The toys col-
lected are gifted to those in 
need during the holidays. We 
sincerely appreciate your con-
tribution. We are open Mon-

day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 
6 p.m., and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 
3 p.m.
  If you have any questions, 

please contact Kim Lampert 
at 802-228-4000. We hope 
that you can help make a child 
smile this Christmas Day 
by donating a toy for a good 
cause.

Toys for Tots drop off at 
Benson’s Chevrolet

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A 
woman’s risk of developing 
breast cancer increases with 
age. If you are a senior, or a 
caregiver for a senior who 
is over 65, it is important to 
know the common risk fac-
tors for breast cancer and 
how appropriate preventa-
tive measures can help.

  Weight gain and meno-
pause
  High levels of estrogen are 

associated with greater risk 
for developing breast cancer. 
After menopause, the major-
ity of estrogen comes from 
body fat, so losing weight can 
decrease your risk of breast 
cancer. Sticking to a healthy 
diet and exercise program 
designed for weight loss can 
help you keep estrogen levels 
low and help reduce the risk 
of breast cancer.

  Self-exams
  Monthly self-exams are as 

important for seniors as they 
are for younger adults. Ask 
your healthcare clinician how 
to perform these exams cor-
rectly. Family caregivers should 
also be alert for visible signs of 
breast cancer when assisting el-
ders with bathing and personal 
hygiene. Men also get breast 
cancer, so monthly self-exams 
should be routine for men as 
well.

  Alcohol
  According to the American 

Cancer Society, drinking two to 
five alcoholic beverages per day 
increases a woman’s breast can-
cer risk by 1.5%. A good goal is 
to limit alcoholic intake to one 
drink a day, at the most, and 
to quit drinking completely if 
there is any risk of medication 
interference.

  Tobacco
  Seniors who smoke are at 

greater risk for many kinds of 
cancer. Smoking directly affects 

the breasts. Quitting is very im-
portant and free, local tobacco 
cessation programs are avail-
able to help.

  Personal history of breast 
cancer
  We cannot change our ge-

netics, history, or any past 
cancer diagnoses. However, 
well-woman exams and routine 
screening schedules are essen-
tial for early detection. Ulti-
mately, these important steps 
play a huge role in the success 
of breast cancer treatments.
  If you have questions or 

would like more information, 
please talk with your doctor, or 
contact Springfield Gynecology 
at Springfield Hospital, 802-
885-7561. Mammograms can 
be scheduled by calling 802-
885-76679.

  Written by Kara Pitt, M.D., 
FACOG, Springfield Gynecol-
ogy.

What you should know about 
breast cancer in women 65-plus

MONTPELIER, Vt. – The 
Vermont State Treasurer’s 
Office has a record $94.5 
million in unclaimed prop-
erty and Vermont Treasurer 
Beth Pearce wants to return 
it to Vermonters. In the one-
month span from Nov. 10 to 
Dec. 10, 2019, the Treasurer’s 
Office returned $413,455.60 
to 1,966 claimants. With the 
holiday season underway, 
Vermonters can easily search 
the state unclaimed property 

database to claim their funds 
for holiday shopping, charitable 
giving, or to save for goals in the 
new year.
  “Last year, we returned $6 

million of unclaimed funds to 
citizens, businesses, and non-
profits,” said State Treasurer Beth 
Pearce. “In the last month, we’ve 
paid out more than $400,000 in 
claims, putting money in many 
Vermonters pockets as we enter 
the holiday and charitable giving 
season. We want to make sure 

you double check our databases 
to see if you have unclaimed 
property.”
  The Treasurer’s Office’s un-

claimed property program is a 
consumer protection initiative to 
benefit all citizens. No commis-
sions or fees are charged through 
this free service. Vermonters can 
easily search the state unclaimed 
property database by visiting 
www.MissingMoney.Vermont.
gov or by calling 1-800-642-
3191.
   “Unclaimed property” de-

scribes assets like uncashed 
checks, lost valuables, forgotten 
security deposits, misplaced in-
surance policies, investments, 
or estates. The contents of aban-
doned safe deposit boxes are also 
held in the Treasurer’s Office 
unclaimed property vault. There 
are 530,000 individual properties 
waiting to be claimed.
  With over $94 million wait-

ing to be claimed, Vermonters 
should be aware of for-profit en-
terprises that claim they will lo-
cate and recover lost property for 
a fee. Treasurer Pearce encour-
ages all Vermonters to check the 
state’s unclaimed property data-
base, which is free, before accept-
ing services from other entities.

Treasurer reminds Vermonters to 
search unclaimed property
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

Black Board 
Lunch Specials

• Teriyaki Steak Tips - $1000

• Fish & Chips - $800

• Chicago Prime Rib - $1300

• Maple Glazed Salmon - $900

• Baked Shrimp, Haddock, 
 Scallops - $1300

Other Daily Black Board Specials Available
Served Monday - Saturday from 11am - 4pm. 

Excludes Holidays. 

All Specials Include your Choice of Baked Potato,  
Sweet Potato Fries, OR Regular Fries,  

AND a Choice of Vegetable of the Day OR Coleslaw. 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST BUFFET
8 A.M. TO 11:30 A.M.

 Includes: Omelet Station • Scrambled Eggs • Bacon 
Sausage • Pancakes • French Toast • Home Fries 

Brunch • Potatoes • Fresh Fruit • Juice & More

$1100
Kids under age 12 for half price!

SUNDAY LUNCH SPECIALS
12 P.M. NOON TO 4 P.M.

Roast Turkey with Stuffing • Prime Rib • Baked or Fried Haddock
Pot Roast • Fried Whole Clams • Grilled Salmon

Fried or Broiled Bay Scallops

$1100 Includes Potato & Veggie of the Day

Early Bird Dinners

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MINION

8 OZ

$1600

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1200

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open Monday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM • Sunday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Gift Certificates Available

 Grab and Go 
lunch and dinners 

chicken parmigiana; chicken 
pot pie; quiche; meatloaf; 

enchiladas; burritos; mac and 
cheese; shepards pie; & more!

55 Main Street, No. Springfield, VT   ~  802 886-5500  ~  Follow us on Facebook

MORSE’S MARKET
& Vermont Baking Co.

“made with love baked from scratch”

(802)463-4766
On The Square • Bellows Falls, VT

www.bfoperahouse.com

“STAR WARS:

THE RISE OF 

THE SKYWALKER”
(Rated PG-13)

Saturday: 4:00pm, 8:00pm

4:00pm, 8:00pmSunday:

Friday: 7:00pm

Monday: 7:00pm

Tuesday: 7:00pm

Wednesday: 7:00pm

Thursday: 7:00pm

 

Dec 20 - Dec 26

ALL TICKETS: $5.00
Small Popcorn $1.00 on Monday

Medium Popcorn, Soda & Most Candy $5.00

  One of my ar-
eas of expertise 
is antique pho-
tography. I have 
studied and dealt 
in antique pho-
tography over 40 
years. The camera 
was invented in 
1839 with the da-
guerreotype. The 
ambrotype pho-
tograph replaced 
the daguerreotype 
in the mid-1850s. 
Many of us have 
photos of family 
members we can’t identify. 
Even an unidentified photo 
has a story to tell.

  The ambrotype
  The ambro, as we call them 

in the trade, was the pre-
ferred photographic process 
until it was replaced with the 
tintype in the 1860s. Ambros 
are glass, not paper or tin. 
The first ambros were pro-
duced on ruby glass. Hold-
ing them up to the light will 
reveal the color. Ruby am-
bros have always been more 
desirable than clear glass 
ambros.
  Clear glass ambros were a 

little later and were cheaper 
to produce, thus more plenti-
ful today. Clear glass was less 
expensive than ruby glass. In 
order for a clear ambro to be 
viewed, a piece of black pa-
per was placed behind the 
ambro. In some instances, 
the reverse of the ambro was 
painted black.

  The ambrotype case
  The photo with this article 

is a ninth plate ambro in its 
original case. It is from the 
Bud Nadeau collection. The 
case is hinged like a book 
with a hook and eye to se-
curely close it. The seated 
woman looks to the camera 
with her hands folded in her 
lap. She wears a wedding ring 
and a beautiful printed dress. 
This is a clear glass ambro.
  This photo was taken 

about 1858 by either an 
itinerant photographer or a 
small studio photographer in 

Chester or Bellows Falls. Today, 
if you went to the eye doctor for 
new eyeglasses, you would have 
a choice of frames. Similarly, if 
you went to a photographer in 
1858, you would have a selec-
tion of case designs to choose 
from.
  As you look at the cased pho-

to, the sitter is on the right. On 
the left is a reddish pad. This 
pad is known as the “pillow” in 
my world. The photographer 
would have a selection of pil-
lows for you to choose from. 
This pillow has an impressed 
lyre design. This is a clue to the 
sitter. We may not know her 
name but likely she was a music 
teacher or a musician.
  This ambro fits snuggly in-

side the case but is easily re-
moved if you know how. I re-
moved her image from the case 
and found the watch paper you 
see along with a piece of round 
black lace.

  Watch papers
  Beginning in the 1860s, man-

ufacturers of pocket watches 
began offering watch papers 
with pocket watches as a way to 
further promote their company. 
The reverse of the watch paper 
is blank. Here a watch repair-
men would write the date and 
his repairs and insert it back in 
the watchcase.
  This watch paper advertises 

the “Premier Solid Gold Filled” 
cases manufactured by “The 
Philadelphia Watch Case & 
Co.” It is from a size 16 men’s 
pocket watch.
  Few watch papers have any 

value today. There 
is one exception. In 
the late 1700s on to 
about 1830 a few 
pocket watches did 
have watch papers. 
These are colorful 
watercolor portraits 
in miniature often 
depicting the watch 
owner’s spouse. 
These can be very 
folky and some-
times valuable.
  The round piece 

of black lace you see 
is from a woman’s 

shawl or dress. Items such 
as these kept by the original 
owner can tell another story. 
I offer one possibility.
  The sitter in the photo kept 

these two items as a remem-
brance of someone close to 
her. Perhaps the watch paper 
was from her father’s pocket 
watch. The round piece of 
lace is about the same size as 
the watch paper. This piece 
of lace probably belonged to 
her mother. Both items were 
significant to her.
  Any time I find things in 

an old book, newspaper clip-
pings and the like, I always 
leave them intact. You don’t 
want to discard anything 
like this you find. They were 
once important to the owner. 
Keep them together.
  From Bud Nadeau was 

a donation of Bartonsville 
photos and diaries to Ches-
ter Historical Society. These 
items descended in the 
Parker family of Upper Bar-
tonsville. This ambro is one 
of those items. I’m still read-
ing the diaries. I’m looking 
to find mention of a music 
teacher in the family. It takes 
time, but sometimes I get 
lucky. For me, it’s fun.

  This week’s old saying was 
sent to me by a reader in Ac-
worth regarding my article 
last week about the 1930s 
Depression. This was some-
thing her grandmother used 
to say: “Use it up, wear it out. 
Make it do, or do without.”

Antique photographs

CHESTER, Vt. – Recently, in his 
article about Chester Town Hall, 
Ron Patch mentioned the Yosem-
ite ledger entry about the fire at 
the Town Hall in 1915. The led-
ger described how flames made 
it upstairs near the built-in seats. 
Earlier this week, workers re-
moved the old floor to replace 
it. Ron told the man in charge 
that he might find charred tim-
bers near those seats. When he 
stopped back in later, he took 
photos of the sub flooring in front 
of the kitchen door and near a 
built-in seat, documenting evi-
dence of the 1915 fire.

PHOTO BY RON PATCH

Evidence of old Town Hall fire

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Ticket 
requests for the USS Vermont 
commissioning ceremony April 
18, 2020 in Groton, Conn. are 
available now. Gov. Scott will join 
boat sponsor, Gloria L. Valdez, 
the USS Vermont Commission-
ing Committee, and the Crew of 
the USS Vermont to welcome the 
new Virginia-class submarine 
into service for the U.S. Navy.
  The USS Vermont is the 19th 

Virginia-class nuclear attack sub-
marine to be built and the third 
U.S. warship to bear the name 
“Vermont.” This new ship will 
carry a crew of 15 officers and 
120 enlisted. It also joins a legacy 
of two other nuclear submarines 
with ties to Vermont, the USS 
Ethan Allen, and the USS Mont-
pelier.
  The USS Vermont was chris-

tened Oct. 20, 2018 and will 

be put into service in April. 
Help send off the USS Vermont 
and attend the commission-
ing ceremony. Tickets can be 
requested at www.sites.google.
com/view/vtssn792cc/request-
tickets?authuser=0.
  For any questions regarding 

this event, please contact the 
USS Vermont Commissioning 
Committee via email at ussver-
mont792@gmail.com.

USS Vermont commissioning 
tickets available now

Cased ambrotype with lace and watch paper from the 
Bud Nadeau collection.

PHOTO BY RON PATCH

REGION – The Governor’s 
Institutes of Vermont is now 
accepting applications for its 
in-demand Winter Weekends. 
Motivated Vermont high school 
students are welcome to dive 
deep into advanced study in any 
of 10 different topics, all while 
having fun and meeting new 
and like-minded peers. Applica-
tions are considered on a rolling 
basis. Spots can fill quickly, so 
students are encouraged to ap-
ply early at www.giv.org/apply.
  These two-day residential 

learn-a-thons let students delve 
into advanced study in areas be-
yond the offerings of many high 
schools. They will take place at 
Goddard College in Plainfield, 
Vt., from Feb. 7-9, and Feb. 21-
23. Each program starts Friday 
evening and concludes Sunday 
afternoon. A wide array of topic 
choices spans writing and film; 
dancemaking; entrepreneurial 
leadership; social psychology; 
solo singers’ masterclass; the art 
of cartooning, microcontrollers; 
neuroscience; astrophotogra-
phy; and space mission design. 

Course descriptions are avail-
able at www.giv.org/winter.
  GIV Institutes are guaranteed 

to be affordable for all Vermont 
families. A sliding scale tuition 
model aligns tuition with fami-
lies’ ability to pay. More cost 
information is at www.giv.org/
winterweekendtuition.
  The 37-year-old, award-win-

ning nonprofit Governor’s Insti-
tutes is best known for its many 
affordable residential summer 
institutes throughout the state, 
which welcome more than 400 
talented young Vermonters 

from all backgrounds each year. 
The February Winter Weekends 
provide an opportunity for new-
comers who are curious to get 
a taste of GIV and a chance for 
those who have attended GIV to 
get an extra boost of learning.
  The Governor’s Institute of 

Vermont works with every Ver-
mont high school, VSAC, and 
the Vermont Agency of Educa-
tion, along with many generous 
donors, to strengthen educa-
tional equity for strong learners 
in Vermont. For more informa-
tion, please visit www.giv.org.

Governor’s Institute Winter 
Weekend applications open
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Dear Editor,

  On behalf of the residents 
of the Gill Odd Fellows Home 
of Ludlow, Vt., I want to thank 
the Thrifty Attic for their gen-
erous donation to us, which 
will go towards a couch for 
our lobby and sitting area 
where many of our residents 
and their guests sit to visit. 
We appreciate their donation 
very much and wanted them 

to receive public recogni-
tion from us. The Thrifty 
Attic is a great organiza-
tion, giving to others for 
many years.

Sincerely,
Theresa Southworth, ad-

ministrator
Gill Odd Fellows Home
Ludlow, Vt.

Dear Editor,

  The Windham Volunteer 
Fire Company would like to 
thank Thrifty Attic Inc. for 
its continued support of our 
organization. Their gener-
ous donation assisted us in 
purchasing turnout gear for 
one of our members; foam, 
equipment, and tools for our 
new engine; and fire extin-
guishers. These items help 

us in our mission of protecting 
the community and the public 
at-large, and for that and for all 
that they do for the West River 
Valley, we are grateful to the 
Thrifty Attic.

Sincerely,
Windham Volunteer Fire 

Company
Windham, Vt.

REGION – Why do you in-
vest? For many people, here’s 
the answer: “I invest because I 
want to enjoy a comfortable re-
tirement.” And that’s certainly 
a great reason, because all of 
us should regularly put money 
away for when we’re retired. 
But you can also benefit by in-
vesting in your family and your 
community.
  Let’s start with your fam-

ily members, particularly the 
younger ones. How can you in-
vest in their future? One of the 
best ways is to help send them 
to college. A college degree is 
still a pretty good investment; 
the average lifetime earnings 

of a college graduate are nearly 
$1 million higher than those 
of someone with a high school 
degree, according to a study by 
the U.S. Census Bureau.
  To help your children or 

grandchildren pay for any 
college, university, vocational 
school, or other postsecondary 
education, you may want to 
open a 529 savings plan. With 
this account, withdrawals are 
federally tax-free, as long as 
the money is used for qualified 
higher education expenses, in-
cluding those from trade and 
vocational schools. Plus, you 
retain control of the funds un-
til it’s time for them to be used 

for school, so if your original 
beneficiary chooses not to pur-
sue some type of higher educa-
tion, you can name a different 
eligible beneficiary.
  Another way to invest in 

your family is to help your 
adult children avoid feeling 
obligated to provide financial 
assistance to you. For exam-
ple, if you ever required some 
type of long-term care, such as 
an extended stay in a nursing 
home, could you afford it? The 
average cost for a private room 
in a nursing home is more than 
$100,000 per year, according to 
a study by Genworth, an insur-
ance company. And Medicare 

typically pays very few of these 
expenses. So, to avoid burden-
ing your adult children – while 
also preserving your own fi-
nancial independence – you 
may want to consider some 
type of long-term care insur-
ance. A financial advisor can 
help you determine what cov-
erage may be appropriate.
  Moving beyond your family, 

you may want to invest in the 
social fabric of your commu-
nity by contributing to local 
charitable, civic, educational, 
or cultural groups. Of course, 
now that we’re in the holiday 
season, it’s the perfect time 
for such gifts. Furthermore, 

your gift will be more appreci-
ated than in years past because 
one of the chief incentives for 
charitable giving – a tax de-
duction – was lost for many 
people due to tax law changes, 
which raised the standard de-
duction so significantly that 
far fewer people chose to item-
ize deductions. However, you 
might still be able to gain some 
tax benefits from your charita-
ble gifts. To name one possibil-
ity, you could donate financial 
assets, such as stocks that have 
risen in value, freeing you of 
potential capital gains taxes. In 
any case, contact your tax ad-
visor if you’re considering siz-

able charitable gifts.
  Saving for your retirement 

will always be important. But 
don’t forget about investing 
in your family and your com-
munity – because these invest-
ments can provide satisfying 
returns.

  This article was written by 
Edward Jones for use by your 
local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor. Edward Jones, its 
employees and financial advi-
sors cannot provide tax or le-
gal advice. You should consult 
your attorney or qualified tax 
advisor regarding your situa-
tion.

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. Morning service at 11 a.m. 
Afternoon service at 1:15 p.m. Wednesday Bible Study and 
Prayer at 7 p.m. For more information, call Pastor Daniel 
Anderson at 802-230-5307 or at the church 802-674-2266. 
Visit www.obbcvt.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Christ’s Church, 24 Main St., Saxtons River
First Sunday of the month at 10 a.m. Service is followed by a 
potluck luncheon. For more information, call 802-376-6178. All 
welcome.

CHARLESTOWN, N.H.
North Charlestown United Methodist Church, Rt. 12A River Rd. 
Sunday worship begins at 9 a.m. Church is handicap 
accessible. Contact 603-826-0381.

CHESTER, VT.
St. Joseph’s Church, 96 S. Main St.
Mass at 4 p.m. on Saturday and Thursday at 9 a.m. Confession 
from 3 – 3:30 p.m.

Chester Congregational Church, 469 Main St., Rt. 11 West
Sunday Service at 10 a.m. All are welcome. For 
more information, call 802-875-3382 or go to www.
chestercongregational.org. 

LONDONDERRY, VT.
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry, Vt.
Worship services are at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings. For more 
information, visit www.firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or call 802-
856-7266.

LUDLOW, VT.
Annunciation Catholic Church, Corner of Depot and High St. 
Mass on Saturday at 4:30 p.m. Sundays at 8 a.m. and 11 a.m. 
Call 802-228-3451.

Ludlow Baptist Church, on the Green, 99 Main St. 
Sunday school for all ages at 9:30 a.m. Music Ministry, coffee, 
and fellowship at 10:30 a.m. Worship service at 11 a.m. with 
nursery care provided. Evening Praise service at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer and Bible study Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. For more 
information, go to www.LudlowBaptist.org or call Pastor Jerry 
Scheumann at 802-228-7600.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St. 
Vespers on Saturdays at 5 p.m. and Liturgy on Sunday at 9:30 
a.m. For more information, call 802-885-2615 or go to www.
htocvt.org. 

First Congregational Church UCC, 77 Main St.
Worship for all ages begins at 9:30 a.m. with young people 
leaving for church school after the children’s sermon. All are 
welcome. Call 802-885-5728, email fccucc@vermontel.net, or 
go to www.fccuccspfdvt.org for more information. 

North Springfield Baptist Church, 69 Main St. 
Sunday service at 10 a.m. All are welcome to join us in worship. 
Bus transportation is available if needed by calling the church 
office at 802-886-8107. Email office@nsbcvt.org or go to www.
nsbcvt.org for additional information. 

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106
Adult Bible Study on Sundays from 9 -9:45 a.m. Services start at 
10 a.m. Located right next to Cota & Cota.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St. 
Sunday Masses at 9 a.m. and Tuesday at 7 p.m. followed by 
Eucharistic Adoration. Thursday and Friday at 9 a.m. Confession 
on Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. Contact the rectory at 802-885-3400.

United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
Sunday worship is 9:30 a.m. by Rev. Gerry Piper. Praise God 
through music, scripture, and prayer. Christian education and 
childcare available during worship hour. Communion available. 
Fellowship and refreshments after service. For more information, 
call 802-885-3456.

WALPOLE, N.H.
Walpole Unitarian Church, corner of Union and Main St.
Sunday Service begins at 10 a.m. Minister is Rev. Elaine 
Bomford who will be present twice a month. Family First 
Sunday is the first Sunday every month with breakfast 
and spiritual activities for the whole family. Check www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org. 

WINDSOR, VT.
Old South Church, UCC, 146 Main St.
Sunday worship is at 10 a.m. followed by coffee hour. All are 
welcome. For more information, call 802-674-5087 or email 
oldsouthchurchwindsor@gmail.com.
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Lora M. Rogenski, 1927-2019

Michael P. Luurtsema, 1958-2019

Donald V. Abbott, 1937-2019

Teresa M. Coleman, 1955-2019

Regina A. Hood, 1937-2019

Gloria M. Barrows, 1930-2019

Lindsey Hills, 1954-2019

• Sand • Gravel • Stone 
• Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

•  5000 lb. Hydraulic 
Hammer for Ledge & 

Rock Splitting

• Portable On Site 
Crushing &Screening 

Equipment

Londonderry, VT

CHAVES EXCAVATING

ALL MATERIALS FOR COMPLETE SITE WORK
Sand • Gravel • Stone
Shurpac • Topsoil • Fill

5,000 lb. Hydraulic Hammer for  
Ledge & Rock Splitting

Portable On-Site Crushing  
& Screening Equipment

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

COLRAIN, Mass. – Lora M. 
Rogenski, 91, formerly of Sax-
tons River, Vt., passed away 
Monday, Dec. 9, 2019. Lora was 
born in Cincinnati, Ohio, Dec. 
19, 1927, the daughter of Ben-
jamin and Charlotte (Libby) 
Hutchins. She was a graduate of 
Bellows Falls High School and 
worked at Mountain Convert-
ing, Whitney Blake, and T-Bird. 
She was a communicant of St. 
Edmund’s Church and was an 
avid Red Sox fan. Lora loved 
her family and her cat “Lovey.”
  Surviving are her sons An-

thony Rogenski (Joan) of 
Swanzey, N.H., William Rogen-
ski of Washington, Maine, and 
Francis Rogenski of Westmin-
ster, Vt.; her daughters Karen 
Belcher (Keith) of Westminster, 

Vt., Nancy Osswald (Wayne) of 
Manchester, N.H., and Carolyn 
Niles (Bob) of Colrain, Mass.; 
her brothers Thomas, Albert, 
and Benjamin Hutchins; her 
grandchildren Wesley, Katie, 
Dara, Anthony, Kim, Tanya, 
Mike, William Jr., Kevin, Sta-
cey, Brian, Melissa, Theron, 
Jesse, Ashley, Benjamin, Mary, 
and Lindsay; and several great-
grandchildren. She is prede-
ceased by her parents and her 
husband Anthony J. Rogenski.
  There will be no calling 

hours. A funeral mass will be 
celebrated Friday, Dec. 13 at 11 
a.m. at St. Edmund’s Church 
with burial to follow in the Sax-
tons River Cemetery. Arrange-
ments are in the care of Fenton 
& Hennessey Funeral Home.

ALSTEAD, N.H.
Third Congregational Church UCC, River St.
Christmas Eve service is at 6 p.m. All are welcome. For more 
information, contact alsteadthirdchurch@gmail.com or 603-835-
6358.

ASCUTNEY, VT.
Open Bible Baptist Church, 168 Cemetery Rd.
Candlelight Christmas Eve service Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. No 
Wednesday evening service. For more information, call Pastor 
Daniel Anderson at 802-230-5307 or at the church 802-674-
2266. Visit www.obbcvt.org.

BELMONT, VT.
Village Baptist Church, 32 Church St.
Candlelight Christmas Eve service Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m., 
featuring Christmas hymns and a wonderful black light service. 
For more information, call 802-259-2440.

CHESTER, VT.
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 313 Main St.
On Dec. 24, Christmas Eve, join us for carol singing at 6:30 p.m. 
followed by a Festival Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m. On Christmas Day 
is a simple, quiet spoken service “The Nativity of Our Lord” at 10 
a.m. For more information, go to www.stlukesepiscopalvt.org or 
call 802-875-6000.

Andover Community Church, 928 Weston Rd., Andover
Christmas Eve service is Dec. 24 at 6 p.m.

GRAFTON, VT.
Grafton Community Church, 55 Main St. 
Join us Christmas Eve at 4:30 p.m. for worship, lessons, and 
carols in a special candlelight celebration. For more information, 
go to www.graftoncommunitychurch.org, or call 802-843-2346.

LONDONDERRY, VT.
First Baptist Church, 62 Crescent St., S. Londonderry, Vt.
On Dec. 22 is Christmas caroling at 12:30 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service is Dec. 24 at 6 p.m. For more information, visit www.
firstbaptistlondonderryvt.org or call 802-856-7266.

Second Congregational Church of Londonderry, 2051 N. 
Main St.
Candlelight Christmas Eve service Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 5:30 p.m., 
featuring a traditional service of Lessons, Carols, and Candlelight. 
For more information, call the church at 802-824-6453 or go to 
www.2ndcongregationalchurchvt.org.

LUDLOW, VT.
Ludlow Baptist Church, 99 Main St.
Christmas Cantata and Candlelight service, Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 

7 p.m. For more information, go to www.LudlowBaptist.org or call 
Pastor Jerry Scheumann at 802-228-7600.

United Church of Ludlow, 48 Pleasant St.
On Tuesday, Dec. 24, recall the meaning of the season with a 
special Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. Take a break from your 
hectic holiday preparations to listen to carols, scriptures, and 
prayers in the candle-lit sanctuary. Call 802-228-4211 or email 
unitedchurch@tds.net. Visit us online at www.unitedchurch.us.

Tyson Community Church, Corner of Rt. 100 and Dublin Rd.
A candlelight service will be offered Dec 22 at 4:30 p.m. There 
will be no regular service at 10:30 a.m. that day. For more 
information, call 802-522-8249 or email cindysummer55@gmail.
com.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
Advent Christian Church, 11 Church St., N. Springfield
Christmas Eve service is Dec. 24 at 6:30 p.m. For more 
information, call Pastor David Young at 802-376-2136 or go to 
www.acchurch.net.

Calvary Baptist Church, 156 Main St.
On Dec. 24 at 7 p.m. is the Christmas Eve candle-lighting service. 
Join us for an evening of worship in singing, readings, and 
hearing the word of God preached. For more information, call 
802-885-2349 or go to www.calvarylovesspringfield.com.

First Congregational Church UCC, 77 Main St.
Christmas Eve service is Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 6 p.m. The offering 
will go to Habitat for Humanity and the Warming Shelter. 
Cider and cookies will follow the service. Call 802-885-5728, 
email fccucc@vermontel.net, or go to www.fccuccspfdvt.org for 
additional information and directions.

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, 90 Park St.
The Nativity of Christ is Dec. 24 at 4 p.m. with a Holy Supper 
and Vigil and Dec. 25 at 9 a.m. with Divine Liturgy. For more 
information, call 802-885-2615 or go to www.htocvt.org.

Precision Valley Baptist Church, 69 Rt. 106
Christmas Eve service is Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. For more 
information, go to www.precisionvalleybaptistchurch.com.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
On Tuesday, Dec. 24, the Christmas Eve service will be celebrated 
at 5 p.m. with Rev. Marthe Dyner with and Ms. Livingston at the 
organ. Joseph Mehr’s and Franz Gruber’s “Silent Night” will be 
sung by candlelight. Adorn the tree with warm mittens, gloves, 
hats, and the like, which will be distributed to area children. For 
more information, call 802-885-2723.

St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 10 Pleasant St. 
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Children’s Mass with pageant is 4 

p.m. The Christmas Choir singing carols is 7:20 p.m. and the 
Candlelight Mass with the choir is 8 p.m. For more information, 
go to www.stmaryjoseph.com.

United Methodist Church, 10 Valley St.
On Tuesday, Dec. 24, Christmas Eve worship is 7 p.m. For more 
information, call 802-885-3456.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
On Sunday, Dec. 22 is the annual Solstice candlelight service at 5 
p.m. Stories of the season, lighting the candles, and carols. Music 
by Bill Brink. For more information, call 802-885-3327 or go to 
www.uuspringfieldvt.org. All are welcome.

WALPOLE, N.H.
First Congregational Church of Walpole UCC, 15 
Washington Sq. 
Christmas Eve service at 7 p.m. with a live Nativity at 8:30 p.m. 
Call 603-756-4075 or email walpolechurch@yahoo.com.

WESTMINSTER, VT.
First Congregational Church of Westminster, 3470 US Rt. 5
On Tuesday, Dec. 24 at 5:30 p.m., celebrate Christmas Eve 
with special music, carols, and the Christmas story. Weather 
permitting, we will end the service outside in front of the church 
with a candle-lit carol sing. For more information, call 802-772-
4148, or find us on Facebook. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Michael 
Patrick Luurtsema, 61, died 
Friday afternoon, Dec. 13, 2019 
after a single motor vehicle ac-
cident and was pronounced 
dead on scene. He was born 
May 24, 1958 in Willimantic, 
Conn., the son of Howard and 
Cathleen (Bowers) Luurtsema. 
He attended Arlington High 
School, graduating in 1976. He 
went off and further studied at 
Champlain College and gradu-
ated on the Dean’s List in 1978.
  On Sept. 29, 1978, he mar-

ried Linda Marie Kilburn at 
the Saint Paul Parish Church 
in Manchester, Vt. Michael was 
an employee of Grand Union 
and Shaw’s Supermarkets for 
over 40 years. He was a mem-
ber of the Springfield Masonic 
Lodge, a Potentate of Shriners 
Mt. Sinai 3 in 2007, Sinai Joes 
Clowns, Jester 151, and was a 
Past Exalted Ruler of the Elks 
Lodge 1560. Michael was also 
on the Board of Governors for 
the Shriners Hospital for Chil-
dren in Springfield, Mass.
  He is survived by his wife 

Linda Kilburn Luurtsema; his 
daughters Jennifer Boyer and 

her husband Scott, Crystal 
Luurtsema, Heather Luurtse-
ma, Tatum VanEmmerick 
and her husband Bryan, and 
Kiela Sosnow; three siblings 
Cathy Sargent of New Hamp-
shire, Rita Knutson and her 
husband Gary of Minnesota, 
and Christopher Luurtsema of 
New Hampshire; 11 grandchil-
dren Xandrea, Ezmia, Kristian, 
Kiela, Kady, Julian, Jace, Bryce, 
Ryder, Kegan, and Isabella; and 
also by several nieces, nephews, 
and cousins.
  He was predeceased by his 

mother Cathleen Cameron, fa-
ther Howard Luurtsema, and 
stepdad Ralph Cameron.
  Friends may call at the Da-

vis Memorial Chapel Friday, 
Dec. 20, 2019, from 6-8 p.m. 
A memorial mass will be cel-
ebrated Saturday, Dec. 21, 2019 
at 11 a.m. at St. Mary’s Church 
in Springfield, Vt. Rev. Peter 
Williams will officiate. In lieu 
of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Mt. Sinai 3, 2 Acad-
emy St., Barre, VT 05641, or to 
the Shriners Children’s Hospi-
tal, 516 Carew St., Springfield, 
MA 01104.

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Re-
gina A. Hood, 82, passed away 
Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 at the 
Dartmouth Hitchcock Medi-
cal Center in Lebanon, N.H. 
She was born Feb. 23, 1937 in 
Hartford, Conn., the daughter 
of Louis and Gladys (Sprague) 
Page. She attended schools in 
Springfield, Vt., graduating 
from Springfield High School 
Class of 1956.
  On Dec. 17, 2000, she mar-

ried Carl C. Hood in Charles-
town, N.H. Regina lived most 
of her life in Springfield, Vt. 
and resided in Perkinsville for 
the past 19 years. She worked at 
the Springfield Hospital for sev-
eral years and worked with spe-
cial needs children in Walpole, 
N.H. for several years. Regina 
enjoyed cooking, spending time 
outdoors, camping, loved trips 
to Maine, and spending time 
with her family.
  She is survived by her hus-

band Carl Hood of Perkinsville; 
three daughters Alexis Hair of 

Omaha, Neb., Jaquelyn Good of 
Bruceton Mills, Pa., and Jeanne 
Obie of Hallstead, Pa.; one son 
Reginald Obie of Tucson, Ariz.; 
seven grandchildren and sev-
eral great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces, nephews, and 
cousins.
  She was predeceased by her 

parents and by one son Richard 
Obie in 1984.
  A funeral service will be held 

Thursday, Dec. 19, 2019 at 11 
a.m. at the United Methodist 
Church in Springfield, Vt. Rev-
erend Gerry Piper will officiate. 
Burial will follow the service 
at the Oakland Cemetery in 
Springfield, Vt. Friends may call 
at the United Methodist Church 
Thursday morning one hour 
prior to the funeral service.
  Memorial donations may 

be made to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting with 
arrangements.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Lind-
sey Hills, 65, for many years a 
resident of Bellows Falls and 
more recently of Bradford, 
passed away Nov. 25, 2019. 
Lindsey was born Aug. 30, 1954, 
the son of Charles Hills and 
Jacqueline Garner. Lindsey was 
a kind and gentle person who 
suffered a TBI in his childhood. 
He enjoyed long walks through 
the village of Bellows Falls dur-
ing the years that he lived at 
Edgar Greason’s Country Vil-
lage Community Care Home 
on Rockingham Street. Many 
people remember him as the 

“tall fellow who always waved 
at all passers-by.” Anyone who 
knew Lindsey remembers him 
as a “gentle” man, quick with a 
smile and engaging laughter. 
Lindsey loved the outdoors and 
the natural beauty of Vermont.
  Lindsey is predeceased by his 

parents Charles Hills and Jac-
queline Vaine.
  There will be a celebration of 

Lindsey’s life Thursday, Dec. 19, 
from 3 to 5 p.m., at the Ameri-
can Legion Post 37 in Bellows 
Falls. Private funeral arrange-
ments are in the care of Fenton 
& Hennessey Funeral Home.

WINDSOR, Vt. – Teresa M. 
Coleman, 64, of Cobbs Court, 
passed away Saturday, Dec. 7, 
2019 at her home. Teresa was 
born in Worcester, Mass., Nov. 
16, 1955, the daughter of Curtis 
and Dorothy (LaBre) Temple. 
She was attended Claremont 
High School, was a graduate 
of Hillsboro High School, and 
worked for Thomas Hodgdon & 
Son in Suncook, N.H.
  Surviving are her stepchildren 

Peter Coleman Jr. and Jennifer 
Coleman; her brother Andrew 

C. Temple of Hillsboro, N.H.; 
her sister Dolores M. Temple 
Jarvis of Claremont, N.H.; and 
several nieces and nephews. She 
is predeceased by her parents, 
her husband Peter Coleman, 
and siblings Maryann Burn-
ham, Joseph Temple Jr., Jona-
than, Steve, Timmy, and Peter 
Temple, Lilla Smith, Madaline 
Langlois, and Cecelia Temple.
  Per Teresa’s wishes, there will 

be no services. Arrangements 
are in the care of Fenton & Hen-
nessey Funeral Home.

N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Glo-
ria May (Porter) Barrows, 89, 
passed away Sunday evening, 
Dec. 8, 2019 at the Jack Byrne 
Center in Lebanon, N.H., sur-
rounded by her family. She was 
born March 27, 1930 in Wind-
sor, Vt., the daughter of An-
drew and Lila (Wilson) Porter, 
and was the youngest and last 
surviving of eight children. 
She was a graduate of Wind-
sor High School and attended 
Vermont Community College. 
She married George Barrows 
in Windsor, Vt., Oct. 20, 1951, 
and they had three children.
  Gloria was employed as a 

bookkeeper and dispatcher 
for BFI Industries for 27 years 
prior to retirement. She was 
member of the First Congre-
gational Church in Springfield 
and was a Sunday school teach-
er for nearly 40 years. She loved 
boating and being on the water, 
going to casinos, travelling, ski-
ing, and playing the piano.
  She is survived by George 

Barrows of North Springfield, 
Vt.; two daughters Penny Lu-
cas and her husband Mike of 
New Plymouth, Idaho, and 
Diana Miles and her husband 
Jay of Naples, Maine; seven 
grandchildren Janine, Martine, 

Nicholas, Anthony, Gabrielle, 
Mallery, and Jacqueline; eight 
great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews, in-
cluding her special niece Sylvia 
Young. She was predeceased by 
her parents and by her son John 
Barrows.
  A celebration of life will be 

held at a later date and will be 
announced at that time. Con-
tributions may be made in her 
memory to the American Can-
cer Society, P.O. Box 22478, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73123.
  Davis Memorial Chapel in 

Springfield, Vt. is assisting with 
arrangements.

Gloria M. Barrows, 1930-2019.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Donald 
V. Abbott, 81, died Monday eve-
ning, Dec. 9, 2019 at the Mt. As-
cutney Hospital in Windsor, Vt., 
after a brief illness. He was born 
Dec. 10, 1937 in Granville, N.Y., 
the son of Maurice C. and Har-
riet R. (Bushman) Abbott. He 
attended Springfield schools and 
graduated from Springfield High 
School. He served in the Army 
National Guard during the Viet-
nam era and continued to serve 
for 22 years.
  On May 16, 1959, he mar-

ried Marion J. Grover in North 
Springfield, Vt. She predeceased 
him Aug. 7, 1996. Don owned 
and operated Don Abbott Build-
ing and Remodeling in Spring-
field, Vt. for many years and, with 
Marion, owned and operated the 
Springfield Decorating Center 
for many years. After retiring 
from building and the decorating 
center, Marion and Don worked 
as insurance agents, owning and 

operating Abbott Associates for 
several years. After retiring from 
insurance, Don worked as clerk 
of the works at Stoughton House 
in Windsor, Vt.
  He is survived by one son 

Vernon Abbott of Bloomington, 
Ill., one daughter Karen Read of 
Timberlake, N.C., one grand-
daughter Jenna Read, longtime 
companion Cynthia Gagnier of 
Springfield, Vt., and also by niec-
es, nephews, and cousins.
  He was predeceased by his 

father Maurice, mother Harriet, 
wife Marion, and by one brother 
Edward Abbott.
  A memorial service was held 

Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019 at the 
Davis Memorial Chapel. Burial 
will be in the Oakland Cemetery 
in Springfield, Vt. at a later date. 
  Memorial donations may be 

made to American Cancer So-
ciety, P.O. Box 22478, Oklahoma 
City, OK 73123, or at www.can-
cer.org.
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arts & entertainment

Knight Tubs • 11 Main Street, Ludlow
802-228-2260 • knighttubs.com

Service

Chemicals

Repair

Hot Tub Sales

Maintenance

Relax!
Let Knight Tubs help you take care 

of your hot tub this ski season!
The highest quality maintenance & repair 

by factory trained technicians JUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Mon - Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, Closed Sunday

POWER EQUIPMENT

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

Building Quality Custom Homes of Exceptional Value

25 Years of Fine Residential Construction

Chester, VT 05143

802-875-5240
CrownPointBuilders.com

Additions • Renovations • Kitchens • Decks & Patios
Custom Designs • Full Design Services

Mark Mitchell Ken Duffy

State of the art Technologies  -  Comprehensive Dental Treatment  

Comfortable & Pleasant Atmosphere  -  We Cater to Our Patients!

Try FASTBRACES! Move teeth into position within weeks to months!

SPRINGFIELD FAMILY DENTAL •  Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS 
17 Old Chester Road  •  Springfield, VT  •  802-885-4581

LEBANON DENTAL CENTRE  •  Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS 
31 Old Etna Road - Suite #4  •  Lebanon, NH  •  603-448-2100
3 STONE DENTAL  •  Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS 

367 Washington Street - Unit #3  •  Claremont, NH  •  603-542-3225

Dental Deals worth Smiling About
Exam, X-Rays, and Routine 
Cleaning for New Patients 

Dentures Starting at

Dental Implants 

*A $250
  Savings

*New patients only. Cannot be 

combined with insurance

$149

$799
$500 off

Simonton Replacement Windows, Raynor Garage Door 

Sales & Installation, Garage Door Repair & Vinyl Siding

BILL STANKEVICH
Building & Remodeling

Full Service Care Taking

137 Baltimore Road
Perkinsville, VT 05151

802-263-9374
Fax 802-263-5129

Knit with Friends 

Wed. 10 - 12 & Thur. 5 - 8

www.SixLooseLadies.com

802-875-7373

Wed. - Sat. 10 - 5
Sun. 12 - 4

287 Main St. 
On The Green 

Chester, VT

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Families and youth of all ages 
are invited to the Rockingham 
Free Public Library Monday, 
Dec. 23 at 5 p.m. for PUNSCHI, 
a special family event.
  PUNSCHI is an action-

packed laughing good time 
performed under by second-
generation puppeteer Jana 
Zeller of Sandglass Theater 
and her cast of German hand 
puppets. Inspired by European 
fairground traditions, enjoy 
two hand puppet adventures, 
clowning, and musical inter-
ludes on the ukulele, in a show 
that has delighted family audi-
ences for 35 years!
  Jana grew up in a family of 

internationally touring pup-
peteers and began working as 
a designer and painter for the 
theater in her teens. As a set 
painter and designer, she has 
worked for the theater, opera, 
TV, and the movies, and has 
designed and built a wide range 

of puppets. She founded her 
own puppet company and has 
created three full-length pup-
pet shows for adults. Her work 
has been presented in the U.S., 
Canada, Mexico, Germany, and 
India. For the past two years, 
Jana has enjoyed performing 
for family audiences and tour-

ing with her sister.
  This program is free, open 

to the public, and acces-
sible. For more information, 
call 802-463-4270, email 
youthservices@rockingham-
library.org, visit www.rock-
inghamlibrary.org, or stop 
by the library.

Puppet show at 
Rockingham Library

PUNSCHI puppet show at Rockingham Library.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LUDLOW, Vt. – There is one 
more international folk danc-
ing class Friday, Dec. 20, from 

10:30 a.m. to noon, at 14 High 
Street in Ludlow. Melissa Lovell 
Post leads folk dances in a va-

riety of styles from Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia, 
Hungary, Romania, Greece, 
Albania, France, Israel, and 
the USA.
  Wear comfortable clothing 

and shoes that slide easily on 
wooden floors. The dances 
are at the beginner to inter-
mediate level. No partner is 
necessary. All beginners are 
welcome. For more informa-
tion, contact Melissa at 802-
875-4102 or email good-
wood@vermontel.net.

Black River Academy Museum 
international folk dancing

ournal

hopperLike us!   @VermontJournal

CHESTER, Vt. – Six 
Loose Ladies will be of-
fering a series of skill-
building workshops 
geared toward those who 
are weary of knitting 
scarves and want to move 
onto more challenging 
projects.
  Our first session will fo-

cus on ribbing, increases, 
decreases, and knitting in 
the round on circular and 
double point needles. We 
will learn and practice 
these new tricks by knit-
ting a chic, slouchy hat.
  In future sessions, we 

will explore a variety of 
stitches, cables, color 

knitting, and other inter-
esting techniques.
  We will meet the third 

Thursday of the month 
starting Thursday, Jan. 
16 at 6 p.m. Participants 
must be able to cast-
on, knit, and purl con-
fidently. If you’re not 
there, please check into 
our basic, learn-to-knit 
class. The skill-building 
workshops are free; but 
you must reserve a spot 
by calling the shop at 
802-875-7373 or email 
6 looseladies@gmai l .
com. Six Loose Ladies 
is located at 287 Main 
Street in Chester, Vt.

Free skill-building knitting 
workshops

Six Loose Ladies is offering a skill-building 
workshop series to improve your knitting.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Innovative guitarist and com-
poser Hiroya Tsukamoto will 
bring his fusion of folk, jazz, 
and world music to Stage 33 
Live in Bellows Falls Dec. 22 
in a special matinee perfor-
mance for a well-timed break 
from the holiday rush.
  Eclectic and immersive, 

Tsukamoto takes audiences 
on an earthy, organic odyssey. 
In addition to original com-
positions, his repertoire trav-
els the world of traditional 
music. While his instrumen-
tal abilities are breathtaking, 
he also connects to audiences 
with his engaging personality.

  Tsukamoto leads concerts in-
ternationally, including multiple 
appearances at the Blue Note in 
New York City and on Japanese 
National Television. In 2018, 
he won second place in the In-
ternational Finger Style Guitar 
Championship.
  Born and raised in Japan, Tsu-

kamoto was awarded a scholar-
ship to Berklee College of Mu-
sic. In Boston, he formed the 
group Interoceanico with musi-
cians from different continents, 
including Latin Grammy-win-
ning Marta Gomez; that group 
released three acclaimed re-
cords. Hiroya has also released 
three highly regarded solo al-

bums.
  The performance will be held 

Sunday, Dec. 22 in a special 2 
p.m. matinee. Door opens at 
1:30 p.m. Advance tickets are 
available at www.stage33live.
com – 100% of ticket sales sup-
port the performer.
  Stage 33 Live is an intimate, 

industrial-rustic listening room 
in a former factory located at 33 
Bridge St. in Bellows Falls, Vt., 
documenting live performances 
and presentations of original 
material on a simple stage. Cof-
fee, soda, water, and snacks by 
donation. For more informa-
tion, go to www.stage33live.
com.

Hiroya Tsukamoto to perform 
in Bellows Falls

WALLINGFORD, Vt. – On 
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020 at 7 
p.m., join us at Wallingford 
Town Hall for Vermont’s own 
trad-roots power trio! Com-
posed of acclaimed musician 
Pete Sutherland, his talented 
protégé Oliver Scanlon, and 
the uber-dynamic Tristan 
Henderson, Pete’s Posse never 
fails to surprise and excite. 
Twin fiddles in tight, wild 
harmony over high-powered 
guitar, and pounding foot 
percussion with mandolin, 
clawhammer banjo, jaw harp, 
rocking keyboards, and soar-
ing vocal harmonies adding 
color to the Posse’s sonic land-
scape.
  With a steady flow of pow-

erful uplifting energy that 
spans their age gap, they tap 
into many traditions from the 
north to south, and east to 
west, to distill a distinct sound 
that is completely their own.

  Since 2014, the Posse has 
racked up over 150,000 miles 
of touring, released five al-
bums, and played numerous 
festivals including Shetland 
Folk Festival, Festival Mem-
oire et Racine, New Bedford 
Folk Festival, and more.
  This concert is held at the 

Wallingford Town Hall, 75 
School St., and is part of the 
Wallingford Town Hall con-
cert series. There is a sug-
gested donation at the door. 
For more information, visit 
www.petesposse.com or call 
the Wallingford Town Admin-
istrator at 802-446-2872.

Vermont’s trad-roots power trio Pete’s 
Posse at Wallingford Town Hall

Pete’s Posse.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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REGION – For more infor-
mation about an individual 
game or team, go to the schools’ 
athletic department websites. 
If you have any sports news 
or photos from a recent game, 
submit them to editor@ver-
montjournal.com, and we may 
include them in the next paper!

THURSDAY, DEC. 19 –

Boys basketball
Green Mountain Tourney Fi-

nals
Leland & Gray at Poultney, 7 

p.m. 

Girls basketball
Green Mountain 

Tourney Finals
Leland & Gray at 

Springfield, 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, 
DEC. 20 –

Boys basketball
Woodstock at 

Bellows Falls, 7 
p.m.

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at 

Springfield, 7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at 

Arlington, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 21 –

Boys basketball
Black River at Proctor, 2:30 

p.m.

MONDAY, DEC. 23 –

Boys basketball
Bellows Falls at Randolph, 7 

p.m.
Green Mountain at West Rut-

land, 7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at Springfield, 

7 p.m.

Girls basketball
Arlington at Green Moun-

tain, 7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at Wood-

stock, 7 p.m.
Windsor at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.

FRIDAY, DEC. 27 –

Boys basketball
Arlington at Springfield, 7 

p.m.
Bellows Falls at White River 

Valley, 7 p.m.
West Rutland at 

Leland & Gray, 7 
p.m.
Windsor at Green 

Mountain, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball
Green Mountain 

at Proctor, 7 p.m.
Springfield at 

Mill River, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, 
DEC. 28 –

Girls basketball
Windsor at Le-

land & Gray, 2:30 
p.m.

Winter sports schedule, 
Dec. 19-28

  This is the time of year that we take a risk and predict how 
each of the area’s 12 basketball teams will do this winter. Mak-
ing the tournament is much easier for Vermont schools than 
those in New Hampshire, because in Vermont if you escape the 
cellar of your division, you advance. In New Hampshire, you 
need to be in the top 70% to qualify. It would make much more 
sense to me to have both states use one easy format. The top 12 
teams go, period.
  Who will get the dreaded top spot in our annual exercise? We 

are beginning with the boys’ selections because “B” before “G.” 
This winter, we expect both the best record and the best play in 
the area to go to the Bellows Falls boys. However, don’t take this 
pick to the bank.
  It is expected to be a very close competition. Three area boys’ 

teams have new coaches this winter, and each of those three 
teams should have some exciting moments for their fans to 
keep their eyes on. John Hollar’s Terriers carry the heaviest bur-
den in that number one spot only because it’s been a long time 
since their closest rivals, the Springfield Cosmos, have beaten 
the Terriers.
  Springfield also has a new coach in Mike Hatt who has sat 

in the Cosmo coaching seat before. The reason both teams 
should be in contention for best show in the area is that both 
have a good number of strong senior athletes, who should enjoy 
the experience of their final year of competition. Bellows Falls 
should definitely have the best record between the two because 
they play the easier schedule. Which team will actually be best 
between the two will be exciting to watch.
  In recent seasons, I have made a big deal telling everyone to 

take in the round robin play of games between Bellows Falls, 
Green Mountain, and Springfield in girls’ play. Green Moun-
tain has been hit hard by graduation in the girls’ ranks, but the 
Cosmos and the Terriers should play great competitive games 
this year – the first one is Friday night at Springfield – but more 

exciting are the round robin slate of games this winter on the boys’ 
side.
  Not only do Bellows Falls and Springfield show improvement 

in the top two spots, but Green Mountain and Leland & Gray will 
be close to each other in talent and should be third and fourth 
respectively in the area. However, if those four teams were in the 
same league, playing each other twice, you would have an exciting 
game most every time out. 
  The other two boys’ teams in the area, Fall Mountain and Black 

River, are a ways behind the top four, but they could pull some 
upsets along the way. The Wildcats should be better overall than 
the Presidents.
  Bellows Falls is off to a 1-0 start with a relatively easy triumph 

over Long Trail 56-25. Coach Hollar was pleased that “14 players 
played, and there was very unselfish play by all.”
  Ryan Kelly led Bellows Falls in scoring with 10 points, followed 

closely by John Terry and Dylan Clark with 10 and 9 respectively. 
Bellows Falls led 20-5 after one quarter and then substituted in 

conservative fashion.
  Green Mountain fell in a 

close one in their opener 49-
44 to Mill River. Interestingly, 
those were the boys’ teams 
that met for the Vermont Di-
vision III state title in soccer 
with the Chieftains winning.
  Mill River was tabbed by 

the Burlington Free Press to 
be one of the top eight boys 
basketball teams in the state, 
regardless of division, thus 
this was a strong opener for 
the Chieftains in a losing 
cause.
  Coach Brian Rapanotti told 

me, “We were up at halftime 
by four and the real differ-
ence was they are more expe-
rienced at closing games out 
than we are.”
  Green Mountain hosts 

strong teams in their own 
holiday tourney this Wednes-
day and Thursday with 
Springfield and Mount Saint 
Joseph meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
on the opening day and Twin 
Valley (2-0) facing the Chief-

tains at 7:30 p.m.
  James Anderson and Ty Merrel led Green Mountain in scor-

ing versus Mill River with 14 and 12 respectively.
  Leland & Gray and Fall Mountain both fell in their first ac-

tion with the Rebels falling in a close overtime affair 64-62, 
while the Wildcats lost to Winnisquam 54-20. First year coach 
James Pecsok said, “We did a lot of things right, which pleased 
me. But we also did a lot of things that showed it was our first 
game.”
  Liam Towle and Matt Dunn paced the Rebels offensively with 

26 and 12 points.
  In the Fall Mountain loss, Lucien Hagland’s 7 points paced 

the offense. Coach Justin Cassarino said, “The game showed we 
have a lot of things we have to work on. The tournament next 
week will be great for us to work on the areas that we need to 
improve on.”
  Springfield and Black River await their openers.
  Next week we will predict the area order of finish for the girls.

Bill Murphy predicts lineup for local boys’ basketball teams. 
STOCK PHOTO

REGION – A trio of Mill 
River boys basketball players 
scored in double figures as the 
Minutemen picked up a 49-44 
win against Green Mountain 
Friday night.
  Tyler Shelvey, Colby Fox, and 

Cole Aines all had 12 points to 
lead Mill River.
  The Chieftains held a four-

point lead at the break, but 
couldn’t hold off the Minute-
men in the second half.
  Mill River didn’t do itself any 

favors at the foul line, shoot-
ing 4-for-19 from the charity 
stripe, including a 1-for-9 mark 
in the fourth quarter.
  James Anderson had a 

game-high 14 points for Green 
Mountain in the loss.

Girls Basketball
  Hartford 49, Mill River 30

  The Mill River girls’ basket-
ball team opened its season 
with a 49-30 loss to Hartford 
Friday night.
  The Minutemen fall to 0-1 

and host Bellows Falls on Tues-
day.

Men’s Hockey
  Castleton 3, Bryn Athyn 3
  The Castleton men’s hockey 

team followed up a shut out loss 
last weekend with a 3-3 tie with 
Bryn Athyn on the road Friday 
night.
  Glenn Wiswell put the Spar-

tans on the board first midway 
through the first period, but 
Bryn Athyn’s Julion Lever re-
sponded with tally three min-
utes later.
  Castleton scored a go-ahead 

goal early in the second period 
from Jeremy Laplante, before 

the Lions scored five minutes 
later.
  Nick Gravina scored a power 

play goal later in the period, but 

Bryn Athyn’s Tanner Congdon 
matched it with another goal to 
make it 3-3.
  The third period and over-

time went scoreless to secure 
the tie.
  Castleton moves to 3-7-2 on 

the year and hosts the Lions 
again today.

Women’s Basketball
  Colby-Sawyer 67, Castleton 

64
  The Castleton University 

women’s basketball team suf-
fered its first home loss of the 
season Friday night, falling to 
Colby-Sawyer 67-64 in non-
conference action.
  The Spartans (6-3) had a 

chance to tie the game at the 
buzzer, but Brooke Raiche’s 
last-second attempt clanged off 
the rim as the horn sounded on 

a victory for the Chargers (9-1).
  Castleton shot 41% from the 

field, making 25-of-61, while 
Colby-Sawyer shot 38.7 per-
cent (24-of-62). The Chargers 
knocked down six threes to 
Castleton’s five, and both teams 
knocked down free throws at 
a 90% clip, with Colby-Sawyer 
making 13-of-14 and Castleton 
9-of-10. The Chargers won the 
rebounding battle 41-34, and 
outscored the Spartans in the 
paint, 32-22.
  Castleton received a team-

high 20 points from Kylie 
Wright in 27 minutes off the 
bench, as the sophomore shot 
9-of-12 from the field. She also 
pulled in seven rebounds in a 
career-best outing.
  Raiche joined Wright in 

double digits with 12 points, 

while Emilee Bose and Alexis 
Quenneville had 10 points 
apiece. Elise Magro added sev-
en points, four assists, three re-
bounds and two steals.
  Tianna Sugars notched a 

game-high 23 points and 13 re-
bounds, shooting 8-of-21 from 
the field. Lexie Hamilton came 
with two rebounds of a triple-
double, scoring 14 points with 
11 assists and eight boards. She 
finished the day shooting 3-of-
11 after starting 0-for-8 from 
the field.
  Caitlyn Boucher and Jos-

lin Wainwright added 12 and 
11 points apiece, respectively, 
rounding out the Chargers’ 
double-digit scorers.

  Article courtesy of Rutland 
Herald, Dec. 13, 2019.

Minutemen edge Green Mountain in opener

Mill River boys won against 
Green Mountain boys, 49-44.

STOCK PHOTO

Don’t miss your next game. 
STOCK PHOTO

LEBANON, N.H. – The 
Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl 
Board of Governors is pleased 
to introduce Coach Rich 
Alercio as their 2020 Vermont 
Head Coach. Coach Alercio 
will lead his team of 39 of Ver-
mont’s best senior players into 
the 67th annual Shrine Maple 
Sugar Bowl Game, which will 
be played in the Dave Wolk 
Stadium at Castleton Univer-
sity in Castleton, Vt. Aug. 1, 
2020.
  Coach Alercio is the cur-

rent assistant athletic direc-
tor and head football coach 
at St. Johnsbury Academy, an 
independent boarding school 
in St. Johnsbury, Vt., where 
he had taken the Hilltoppers 
to four state championships, 
including an undefeated 2017 
State Championship season. 
Prior to his arrival to St. John-
sbury, Coach Alercio was 
named the first head football 
coach in the history of Castle-
ton University and in only 
their second year, the Spar-
tans had a winning record 
and finished second in their 
conference.
  Coach Alercio started his 

career at West Chester Uni-
versity as a graduate assistant 
coach and in his first year, 
they won the conference 
championship and went onto 

the national playoffs. After two 
years, he moved to Stroudsburg 
University as an assistant coach 
and helped them win their con-
ference championship and ap-
pear in the national playoffs. 
Most of his career was spent 
at the College of New Jersey as 
offensive coordinator and of-
fensive line coach. During his 
15 years there, the Lions set 19 
individual and team records 
in rushing, passing, and scor-
ing, made six post-season ap-
pearances, won five conference 
championships, and finished 
three seasons ranked in the na-
tion’s top 10.
  Coach Alercio speaks annual-

ly at the largest football clinics in 
the country: USA Football Na-
tional Conference, Glazier Mega 
Clinics, and Nike Coach of the 
Year clinics. He is the original of-
fensive line contributor to www.
xandolabs.com. He has run the 
Alercio OLine Clinics for 20 
years in New Jersey, Pennsyl-
vania, Maryland, and Vermont, 
and has written over 100 blogs 
on his site www.olineskills.com.
  Coach Alercio lives in Ver-

mont with his wife of 24 years, 
and they have three sons. Their 
oldest son Jake is a senior base-
ball player at Fairleigh Dick-
enson University. Shane is a 
sophomore football player at the 
University of New England, and 

their youngest son Trey is a se-
nior multi-sport athlete for the 
Hilltoppers.
  Coach Alercio states: “It is an 

honor to be named the coach of 
the 2020 Vermont Shrine Foot-
ball team. Our goal, as a staff, 
will be to provide a fun experi-
ence, allowing coaches and play-
ers to create memories and forge 
relationships lasting far longer 
than our short time together. 
Most importantly, it’s our privi-
lege to coach and play under the 
banner of The Shriners, who do 
so much good for so many.”
  With eight months before 

game day, the purpose of the 
Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl is fun-
draising for the world’s greatest 
philanthropy, that of supporting 
children in need at our Shrine 
hospitals. The game contributes 
to three hospitals in our region: 
Shriners Hospitals for Children 
in Springfield, Mass. and Mon-
treal, Quebec in Canada treating 
orthopedic conditions, and our 
world-renowned burns hospital 
in Boston. All services are pro-
vided regardless of the families’ 
ability to pay.
  The Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl 

Board of Governors is extremely 
pleased to have Rich as our 67th 
Vermont coach. Please visit 
www.shrinemaplesugarbowl.
com for updates to our program 
after the start of the new year.

Shrine Maple Sugar Bowl
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holiday happenings

802-875-3295
197 Elm Street • Chester, Vermont
Wed - Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9 am - 1 pm

Shop for the Holidays!
Receive 20% Off Framed Artworks

Offer Expires 12/21/19

BRATTLEBORO, Vt. – 
The New England Center 
for Circus Arts has pre-
sented their reimagin-
ing of “The Nutcracker” 
since 2009. This year’s 
production, in NECCA’s 
custom-built circus tra-
pezium, offers another 
high-flying celebration 
of circus joy – this time 
with a dose of midwinter 
tropical delight! Join the 
Stahlbaum family as their 
children receive a gift that 
starts them on a journey 
to strange and fascinating 
lands, where crabs do tra-
peze and flamingos dance 
on an oceanscape far from 
their wintry holiday home.
  NECCA’s annual holiday pro-

duction showcases more than 
65 performers and brings to-
gether NECCA’s skilled youth 
performers, adults from the up-
per-level recreational programs, 
and international students from 

the school’s acclaimed profes-
sional training program. The 
mission of the Flying Nut is to 
support students through the 
educational process of putting 
a show together while strength-
ening the community of the 
school by combining the di-

verse cultures and perspec-
tives that the students repre-
sent.
  Alongside flying trapeze, 

juggling, contortion, aerial 
silks, and more circus arts 
disciplines, a teeterboard 
act has been added this year, 
launching acrobats into the 
air. The result is a stunning 
acrobatic extravaganza fea-
turing the future stars of cir-
cus.
  “The Flying Nut: ‘Tis the 

Sea-son” offers only four 
shows, running Dec. 20-22 
at the NECCA trapezium at 
10 Town Crier Dr. in Brattle-
boro.
  Tickets are on sale now. 

Show times are Friday, Dec. 
20 at 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, 
Dec. 21 at 3 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m.; and Sunday, Dec. 22 
at 1 p.m. Tickets are avail-
able online at www.necenter-
forcircusarts.org. For more 
information, call 802-254-
9780.

“The Flying Nut: ‘Tis the 
Sea-son” at NECCA

See “The Flying Nut: ‘Tis the Sea-son” right before the holidays at New 
England Center for Circus Arts.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Gallery at the VAULT an-
nounces a special Open 
Wall opportunity for local 
artists, “2020 Vision: Seeing 
Clearly.” Artists offer per-
spectives that often capture 
a moment in time, render a 
particular detail, or prompt 
an emotional response. As 
we enter this new decade, 
what visions can we present 
that allow us to consider it 
with thoughtfulness, aware-
ness of diversity, optimism, 
and beauty?
  Open Wall is a non-juried 

show for local artists living 
within a 30-mile radius of 
Springfield, Vt. All artistic 
levels and types of artwork 
are welcome but do check 
the Open Wall Guidelines at 
www.galleryvault.org. De-
liver Open Wall entries Dec. 

28, from 11 a.m.-5 
p.m., or Dec. 30, 
from 11:30 a.m.-
2:30 p.m.
  Gallery at the 

VAULT is a Ver-
mont State Craft 
Center located at 
68 Main Street in 
Springfield, Vt. 
Stop in to see the 
current Open Wall 
exhibit, “Dance 
of Color,” and 
shop the beautiful 
handmade items 
for unique holi-
day gifts. Holiday 
hours are Wednes-
day through Sat-
urday, from 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Friday nights until 
7 p.m., and Sun-
day and Monday, from 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Call for entries for special 
open wall exhibit

LUDLOW, Vt. – This year, 
FOLA is switching things up 
for the annual community 
Christmas program. FOLA 
will take advantage of the 
opportunity to showcase a 
great local writer and mu-
sicians while supporting a 
good cause, the Dana-Farber 
Cancer Marathon Challenge.
  Things kick off Friday, Dec. 

20 with a screening of “The 
Polar Express” at 6 p.m. in 
the Heald Auditorium. The 
movie is free, but donations 
for the effort are appreciated 
and will help Lisa Marks in 
her efforts for the Dana-Far-
ber Cancer Research Mara-

thon Challenge. The movie is 
rated G, and it runs one hour 
and 40 minutes. There are ru-
mors that Santa Claus might be 
making an appearance after the 
movie.
  On Saturday, Dec. 21 at 7 

p.m., FOLA and The Book 
Nook will co-host an evening 
with Jon Clinch, Camille Park-
er, and Graham Parker of Gypsy 
Reel. Clinch will read excerpts 
from his recent novel, “Mar-
ley,” which recounts the life of 
Jacob Marley, former partner of 
Ebenezer Scrooge. Ron Charles 
of the Washington Post called it 
a “a clever riff on ‘A Christmas 
Carol.’” Clinch and the Park-

ers will perform festive holiday 
music as well. Copies of “Mar-
ley” will be on sale and can get 
be signed by Clinch after the 
performance.
  FOLA hopes to see you in the 

Heald Auditorium in the Lud-
low Town Hall Friday, Dec. 20 
and Saturday, Dec. 21 to help 
celebrate the Christmas season 
here in Ludlow.

FOLA switches things up for 
community Christmas program

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Ca-
nal Street Art Gallery presents 
“Art For All,” a seasonal group 
show sharing the gifts of local 
talent in our community! On 
Friday, Dec. 20, from 5 to 8 
p.m., come meet the artists and 
enjoy music with Ken Rokicki 
and Antoinette Rokicki, per-
forming jazzy holiday tunes.
  Canal Street Art Gallery is 

honored to present the work 
of 24 artists, including Clare 
Adams, reverse painted and 
fused glass; Penelope Arms, oil 
painting; Zoee Blossom, screen 
printing; Deborah Bump, wood 
sculpture; Jean Cannon, wa-
tercolor and acrylic painting; 
Sloane Dawson, found object 
sculpture; Nancy Fitz-Rapalje, 
oil painting; Corinne Greenhal-
gh, oil painting; Joseph Hicks, 
ink drawing; Deedee Jones, pas-
tel painting; Carol Keiser, acryl-
ic painting; Steve P. Kovach, oil 
painting; Carla Liguori, multi-
media and ceramic sculpture; 
Marcie Maynard, oil painting; 
Robert McBride, multimedia 
painting; Jeanne McMahan, 
oil painting; Susan McNulty, 
watercolor painting; Charles 
Norris-Brown, ink wash and 
drawing; M.C. Noyes oil paint-
ing; Phyllis Rosser, wood sculp-
ture; Melissa Rubin, solar plate 
etching; Matthew Saxton, oil 
painting; Chris Sherwin, blown 
glass; and Rodrica Tilley, pastel 
painting.
  This holiday season at the 

gallery we are donating 1% of 
profits to an important fund 
for the maintenance of existing 
public art in Rockingham. In 
an effort to raise awareness for 
public art, we encourage every-
one to take time to recognize 
the abundance of historic mon-
uments, sculptures, and murals 
in Rockingham.
  “Art For All” is open now 

through Jan. 31 at 23 Canal St. 
in Bellows Falls. We are open 
Wednesday through Saturday, 
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. We are 
also open Sundays, from 11 
a.m. to 5 p.m. until Dec. 22. For 
more information, email art-
info@canalstreetartgallery.com 
or www.canalstreetartgallery.
com.

Holiday 
group show

2020 calendar by Emily McNamara.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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holiday happenings

802-875-2062
Route 103 Chester, VT 05143

Open 10am - 5pm Daily

     Happy
Holidays!

Open House
December 18th - 22nd 

Refreshments will be Served

Dec. 21, from 10-4
Picture with your 
Pet & Santa!

Free Gift Wrapping 
Available!

936 Rt. 11 W. | Chester, VT 

802-875-2626 | www.motelinthemeadow.com

LUDLOW, Vt. – Come em-
brace the spirit of the holidays 
with an old-fashioned commu-
nity carol sing Sunday evening, 
Dec. 22. The whole family is 
invited to join the caroling to 
our senior citizens at the Gill 
Home and to the neighbor-
hood around the church. Bring 
your holiday spirit and meet 
at 6 p.m. at the United Church 
of Ludlow, 46 Pleasant St. Hot 
chocolate and refreshments 
will be served afterwards at the 
church.

Community caroling at the 
United Church of Ludlow

Join the community Christmas caroling fun in Ludlow. 
STOCK PHOTO

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
SAPA TV, Springfield’s 
public access TV sta-
tion, will run 24 hours 
of Christmas mov-
ies and short subjects 
from 8 p.m. Christmas 
Eve to 8 p.m. Christ-
mas Day. Viewers in 
the Springfield area are 
welcomed to spend the 
day with 1964’s “Santa 
Claus Conquers the 
Martians,” the 1959 

SAPA TV to host public 
domain Christmas

Mexican production “Santa 
Claus,” and a host of classic 
cartoons, all of which have 
entered the public domain.
  The marathon will run 

on SAPA’s Public Chan-
nel – Comcast 8, VTel 
160 – while local Christ-
mas programming will air 
at the same time on SAPA’s 
Government and Educa-
tional Channel – Comcast 
10, VTel 161.

“Santa Claus Conquers the Martians.”
PHOTO PROVIDED

WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – 
World Under Wonder Play-
house proudly presents 
“Scrooge: The Musical” open-
ing Dec. 26 for a six-show run 
through the holiday season. 
There will be performances 
Dec. 26, 27, 28, and Jan. 3 and 
4 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 29 at 3 p.m. 
Tickets are available online at 
www.worldunderwonder.org 
or at the door. World Under 
Wonder Playhouse is located at 
5755 Route 5 in Weathersfield, 
Vt.
  Based on Charles Dickens’ fa-

mous book, “A Christmas Car-
ol,” and the 1970 film “Scrooge,” 
this musical was nominated for 
an Academy Award. In the fa-
miliar plot, the miser Ebenezer 
Scrooge is visited on Christmas 
Eve by the ghost of his partner 

Jacob Marley as well as three 
other apparitions from Christ-
mases past, present, and future 
who take him on a magical 
journey of redemption. This 
musical will warm the hearts 
of the entire family with bright 
tunes and a colorful cast of fa-
miliar characters including the 
Fezziwigs, the Cratchits, and 
the endearing Tiny Tim. With 
many songs that will be famil-
iar from the film, this is a clas-
sic Christmas tale for the whole 
family.
  This will be the second pro-

duction of “Scrooge: The Musi-
cal” at the playhouse, which is 
produced in memory of David 
Roberts, father of “Scrooge” 
director and executive director 
of World Under Wonder Play-
house, Sean Edward Roberts, 

as a new tradition. 
In addition to many 
new actors joining 
the production, there 
will be several famil-
iar faces on stage this 
year, including Neal 
Cronce reprising the 
role of Scrooge, Han-
nah McFadden as the 
Ghost of Christmas 
Past, and Danielle 
Peterson as Young 
Scrooge’s love inter-
est, Isabel.
  For more infor-

mation or to reserve 
tickets, call 603-381-
3344, email direc-
tor @ wor l du nd e r-
wonder.org, or go to 
www.worldunder-
wonder.org.

“Scrooge: The Musical” comes to World 
Under Wonder Playhouse

GRAFTON, Vt. – On Dec. 21 
at 5 p.m. at the Grafton Com-
munity Church, the VSO Brass 
Quintet joins forces with Coun-
terpoint with Kevin Quigley to 
ring in the holidays in style.
  Kevin Quigley has been mak-

ing some kind of art as long as 
he can remember. From paint-
ing to performing to compos-
ing to producing experimental 
theater and dance, Kevin has 
been involved in the arts for 
nearly 40 years. In addition to 
directing the Thetford Cham-
ber Singers, Kevin sings with 
Counterpoint, is an arts teacher 
at several institutions in the 
Vermont-New Hampshire Up-
per Valley, and composes for 
both choral and instrumental 
ensembles.
  Selections range from a brass 

arrangement of a Bach chorale 
and majestic Poulenc motets 
to popular tunes like “Sleigh 
Ride,” “Let It Snow,” and “All 
I Want for Christmas is You.” 
The program also includes a 
carol sing-along, a brand-new 
student composition, and tra-
ditional favorites by Robert De 
Cormier. Mark your calendars 
so you don’t miss out on this 
seasonal treat – a perfect blend 
of brass, voices, and good cheer.
  This free, public concert is 

VSO Brass Quintet and Counterpoint 
in concert at Grafton Church

“Scrooge: The Musical.”
STOCK PHOTO

generously sponsored by com-
munity members from Graf-
ton. For venue accessibility in-

formation, please call Grafton 
Community Church at 802-
843-2346.

Let our 
Graphics 

Department 
design an ad 

for you!

ads@VermontJournal.com

(802) 228-3600

A holiday concert will be “A 
perfect blend of brass, voices, 
and holiday cheer.”

PHOTO PROVIDED
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outdoor news

David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

MONDAY, DEC. 16, 2019

Click on a mountain to open a more detailed report in a new 
tab, providing ticket prices, trail details & maps, and more!

Check the Snow Report at 
www.VermontJournal.com

Sales • Service • Repair
Certified BRP Dealer

802-875-2020
78 Elm Street, Chester, VT • www.BennyPower.com 

General Contracting 

 Construction 

Excavating

www.barrsbuilders.com

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

MONTPELIER, Vt. – If you 
are 12 to 14 years old and want 
to learn about Vermont’s wild-
life and gain outdoor skills, 
consider attending one of the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife De-
partment’s Green Mountain 
Conservation Camps this sum-
mer.
  The one-week camp pro-

gram is held at Lake Bomoseen 
in Castleton and Buck Lake in 
Woodbury. Campers partici-
pate in hands-on learning about 
fish and wildlife conservation, 
ecology, forestry, orienteering, 

safe firearm and archery tech-
niques, swimming, canoeing, 
fishing, and more. Natural re-
source professionals come to 
the camp to share information 
on their programs and take 
campers out for field activities.
  “Whether kids come alone 

or with friends, they are guar-
anteed to meet new people 
and form new bonds while ex-
periencing Vermont’s natural 
resources to the fullest,” said 
Fish and Wildlife education co-
ordinator Alison Thomas. “An 
important take-away message 

and common theme during 
the week is that conserving 
and managing habitat will 
help ensure Vermont will 
have fish and wildlife in the 
future.”
  “We would love to have all 

of the advanced sessions filled 
for girls who have already 
attended a basic session,” 
added Thomas. “Advanced 
sessions are for campers 
who have completed a basic 
session the summer before 
and who are 16 years old or 
younger. Advanced sessions 
include more in-depth ac-
tivities about backpacking, 
camping, natural resources, 
and unique hunting and fish-
ing techniques.”
  Conservation Camps open 

June 21 and continue until 
Aug. 14.  Tuition for the week 
includes food, lodging, and 
equipment. Online applica-
tions and information are 
available at www.vtfishand-
wildlife.com.
  For more information 

about Green Mountain Con-
servation Camps, email fw-
gmcc@vermont.gov or call 
802-828-1460.

2020 Conservation Camp 
registration is open

RUTLAND, Vt. – With ad-
ditional snow expected in the 
coming weeks, the U.S. Forest 
Service is looking forward to a 
successful snowmobile season 
and wants to encourage all 
riders to put safety first. Green 
Mountain National Forest of-
ficials are recommending that 
snowmobilers exercise cau-
tion when operating on the 
National Forest, and all lands, 
in Vermont this winter.
  GMNF officials remind 

snowmobile enthusiasts to 
heed to all gates and signs 
and to stay off roads and trails 
that are closed. Due to heavy 
snow in November, Forest 
Service employees and several 
snowmobile clubs throughout 
Vermont have been work-
ing to clear trees and other 
debris from trails. Officials 
want to remind trail users to 
use extra caution early in the 
season as some trees may be 
weak due to snow accumula-
tion and downed tree hazards 
are likely.
  Weather permitting, snow-

mobile use is allowed on 
designated trails within the 
GMNF for four months be-
ginning Monday, Dec. 16, 
2019 and ending Wednes-
day, April 15, 2020. “We are 
concerned about user safety. 
Patrols which are aimed at en-
forcing rules and regulations, 
monitoring trail conditions, 
and providing visitor infor-
mation will occur throughout 

the forest,” said John Sinclair, 
forest supervisor for the Green 
Mountain and Finger Lakes Na-
tional Forests. The GMNF will 
continue to work closely with 
state and local law enforcement 
agencies, as well as the Vermont 
Association of Snow Travelers, 
to make sure that users of the 
trail system are respectful, re-
sponsible, law-abiding, and safe.
  The GMNF and VAST coop-

erate to maintain more than 470 
miles of National Forest System 
trails that are part of the larger 
statewide snowmobile network. 
VAST is one of several snowmo-
bile associations in the United 
States that has a cooperative 
partnership agreement with the 
U.S. Forest Service. “All of these 
trails allow mixed uses, so peo-
ple are snowshoeing, hiking, and 
cross-country skiing, as well as 
using snowmobiles. Snowmo-
bilers should travel responsibly 
and yield to other users,” said 

Sinclair. The maximum speed is 
35 miles per hour on state and 
federal land and Vermont has a 
tough Snowmobiling While In-
toxicated Law that covers alco-
hol, as well as drugs.
  The U.S. Forest Service is 

also warning the public of the 
dangers associated with riding, 
hiking, and skiing on frozen 
water bodies. Trail users are en-
couraged to be mindful of fallen 
trees and other hazards they 
may encounter. Operators must 
maintain control of their snow-
mobile while riding; keep to the 
right at all times, wear helmets, 
and stay on designated trails 
only. All snowmobiles must be 
legally registered, have liability 
insurance, and operators must 
purchase a VAST Trails Main-
tenance Assessment decal. Offi-
cials also encourage winter trail 
users to pack a flashlight, cell 
phone, food, and extra warm 
clothing in case of an emergency.

Advising snowmobile 
travelers to exercise caution

U.S. Forest Service is urging snowmobile travelers to be safe this season.
STOCK PHOTO

STRATTON, Vt. – Two mem-
bers of the U.S. Freeski Team 
and Stratton Mountain School 
community will be in atten-
dance for the local premiere of 
the new film from Faction Skis, 
“The Collective,” taking place 
on the SMS campus Saturday, 
Dec. 28 at 7 p.m.
  Current SMS student and the 

2019 Slopestyle Crystal Globe 
winner Mac Forehand `20 will 
be in attendance to meet with 
audience members and sign 
posters alongside alumna, 2018 
Olympian and Manchester na-
tive, Caroline Claire `18, also a 
Faction athlete. Both skiers are 
currently competing across the 
globe as members of the Pro 
Slopestyle contingent of the U.S. 
Freeski Team and are featured in 

“The Collective” alongside peers 
like Alex Hall, Mathilde Grem-
aud, Antti Ollila, and more.
  This second feature-length 

film from Faction is brought 
to you by a cast of world-class 
skiers and an award-winning 
production team and delves 
into the unique, collective spirit 
that makes skiing so much more 
than just an individual sport. 
Whether you associate more 
with the idea of hair-raising as-
cents and descents in the Alps 
or the prospect of hurling your 
body off of an 80-foot jump, this 
film covers the gamut – “The 
Collective” salutes all forms of 
skiing expression.
  “The Collective” is shot on 

location upon the high peaks 
of the Bernese Alps, Leysin and 

Saas Fee, Switzerland; through 
the legendary, deep-as-can-be 
snow of Hakuba, Japan; in the 
bustling streets of Helsinki, Fin-
land; along the winding Powder 
Highway of British Columbia, 
Canada; before the picturesque 
sunsets of Folgefonna, Norway 
and around the steep, free-flow-
ing terrain of La Clusaz, France. 
Faction employs stunning drone 
footage, Hollywood-grade sta-
bilization technology, and awe-
inspiring editing techniques 
to cast a beautiful light on the 
mind-boggling performances 
of its esteemed athletes, whose 
talents grow and transform year 
after year.
  The film is a co-production 

effort with Red Bull Media 
House, which injects its exper-
tise in production, post-pro-
duction, and distribution. “The 
Collective” is also supported 
by Freeskier Magazine, GoPro, 
Hakuba Valley, and FW apparel.
  This screening is the second 

installment in the SMS Summit 
Series, co-sponsored by Stratton 
Mountain Resort, which will 
bring five film series to Strat-
ton Mountain this winter. Tick-
ets for all SMS Summit Series 
events are available online or at 
the door, and more information 
can be found at www.GoSMS.
org/summit-series.

New film from Faction Skis 
coming to SMS
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classifieds

art
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
A Vermont State Craft Center 

Something for every Santa!

68 Main St. Springfield, VT

www.galleryvault.org    802-885-7111

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open Fri. until 7:00

Sun./Mon. 11:30-2:30  Wed.-Sat. 11-5:30

Give a class as a gift:

Painting with Rob O’Brien & Robert Carsten, 

Gemstone Trees with Lyn Parker Haas

Felted Snow People with Sue Carey

Calligraphy with Jorika Stockwell

Wood Carving with Phil Morgan

and more.

(12/31/19)

SMS DESIGNS
Graphic Designer Shawntae Webb can help you design your 
logos, advertisements, magazines, books, and other publication 
layouts, and more. Call 802-289-4389 or email shawntae_stillwell_
sms@yahoo.com.

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 20 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(03/03/20 TFN-13)

builders/contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proc-
torsville. 802-226-8125 (02/25/20 TFN-13)

ALBERTI LANDSCAPE AND CONSTRUCTION
Professional landscape solutions and lawn care. Schedule a 
clean-up or mulch installation. Also providing home improve-
ment and remodeling services. Call Alex 802-451-6112. (04/07/20)

HAMMER FOR HIRE LLC
802-376-3275

Home repairs:  Light electrical; new outlet, GFCI outlet,  USB ports, 
light fixture(s). Light plumbing; toilet replacement, new water sup-
ply hoses. New drywall or repairs. Replacement windows, doors 
INT & EXT, rotten trim or clapboards. Custom mantel with electric 
heater other custom work too. It’s never too late in the season for 
an array of projects. (06/16/20)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 
(08/18/20 TFN-52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk 
removed. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(02/25/20)

firewood & building 
materials

AMP TIMBER HARVESTING, INC.
Firewood for Sale: Cut, Split, and Delivered. Prices vary by location. 

Slab wood available for firepits and sugarwood. 

Rough Sawn Lumber, Custom Sawing.

Pine Boards, Framing Lumber, Hardwood Furniture Stock. Based 
out of Chester. Serving Chester, Springfield, Windham, and sur-
rounding areas. Dennis Allard: 802-254-0680. Billy Parker: 802-874-
7260.  (12/24/19 TFN-13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter needs including walkways, shoveling, and roof 
clearing. Also offer carpentry, interior & exterior painting, window 
& door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, 
pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 
802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. (04/28/20 - 26)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com  
(09/08/20 TFN-52)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory 
(802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

Hi, my name is Chocolate, and I am 
approximately 1-and-a-half years 
old. I have been spayed and vet 
checked. I am totally black and am 
very friendly and love to be picked 
up. I love to play but I don’t like 
to be cuddled – it could be some-
thing we could work on. I have a 
friend Sabrina, who is also spayed 
and vet checked, who is also to-
tally black and lives with me, and 
we are very close. If we could get 
a home together, that would be 
wonderful. We have never been 
with dogs so we don’t know how 
we would get along with them. My 
friends at River Valley Animal Pro-
tection League would love to have 
you come and see me.

River Valley Animal Protection League
60 Cummings St., Charlestown, N.H.
603-826-3061
www.rivervalleyapl.wordpress.com
Monday, 4-7 p.m., and Saturday, 2-4 p.m. or by appointment

pet of the week

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!

FARM
MANCHESTER CENTER, Vt. – 
Visit North Meadow Farms. 
Petting Farm, Artisanal Cheese, 
Playground, Farm Fresh Eggs, 
Raw Milk, Humanely Raised 
Beef, and Wilcox Ice Cream. 
726 North Road. 802-375-
5658. (12/31)

FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE
REGION - Mountain and Valley, 

cut split delivered green fire-
wood. $185 per cord. Seasoned 
firewood $250 per cord. Within 
20 miles of Perkinsville, Vt. 802-
263-5939. (01/21)

FOR RENT
SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – Avail-
able apartments: 2, 3, 4 bdrm, 
H/HW, W/D hookups. Rent 
30% of income, Income limits do 
apply. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity. Contact Kathy 463-9863. 
(12/24)

FOR SALE
S. LONDONDERRY, Vt. - Half-
ton diamond plated toolbox for 
a pick up truck. Like new. $360. 
Can be seen in the showroom 
of Brown Enterprises in South 
Londonderry. Or call 802-787-
7974 (12/24)

HELP WANTED
Mental Health Clinician and a 
Psychometrician – Twin State 
Psychological Services is seeking 
a Mental Health Clinician and 

a Psychometrician to provide 
psychotherapeutic services 
and administer psychological 
and neuropsychological tests. 
Clinical supervision is available. 
Send Resume and References to: 
Twin State Psychological Ser-
vices, PO Box 2003, Springfield, 
VT 05156, or email: docroot@
vermontel.net. Providing Excel-
lent Services with Compassion 

for over 40 years. (01/21)

WOOD 
BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 
save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 

Place a 
CLASSIFIED AD
List your Classified Ads with us for 4 
Weeks and get the 5th Week FREE!
All Classifieds are uploaded to our Website at No Additional Charge!

Please email Shawntae at Ads@VermontJournal.com for rates and more information. 

wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818. (TFN) 

H H H H H H

H H H H H H

PLACE A CLASSIFIED

GET SEEN!
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LEGAL NOTICES/REAL ESTATEcalendar

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Stunning Contemporary Cape!

Just Outside Picturesque Village

7 Bedrooms, 4 Baths, 171+/- Acres

Grafton, $729,000

Fantastic Opportunity!

Potential Retail, Medical/Dental, 

Office Use & In Great Condition.
Chester, $265,000

39.3+/- Country Acres
In VT Current Use Program

Southerly Views, Stone Walls, Stream

Grafton, $199,900  

Classic Vermont Vintage Home 

In The Village!

4 Bedrooms, 1.5 Baths
Grafton, $325,000

Completely Renovated Village Cape!

Move In Ready

3 Bedroom, 2 Baths

Wardsboro, $179,900

Great Opportunity!

3 Buildings w/12 Units
New Roofs, Plumbing, Electrical

Springfield, $399,000

Large Retail Space On

The Chester Common!

2 Additional Apartments!

Chester, $259,000

Great 2 Story w/Large

Retail Space Plus 2 Bedroom

Apartment!

Chester, $149,000

3 Surveyed Lots Above 

Chester Village!

Total of 15.4+/- Acres
Chester, $105,000

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Raw Land in Chester. This 3.88+/- acre parcel is located in a country location on a town maintained 

road. Power at the road offering great possibilities for an affordable primary, second home or recre-

ational site. $29,900

Is Water Important? This property has approximately 2600 feet of river frontage on both the Con-

necticut River and the Black River. A portion of the land is not in the flood zone, which makes for a 

lovely building spot with views of the river. Includes a 20X24 foundation/shell, power on site and a 

septic design. This is truly a rare opportunity! $129,900

A great parcel of land consisting of 17.8+/- acres facing west offers views with clearing. Located on a 

quiet country road in an area offine homes (they call the road Skyline Drive for a reason). Current ac-

cess off a shared driveway (ROW) or develop your own. Utilities on the road. Greataccess to the Upper 

Valley or any points off I91. $159,900

Easy Keeper Ranch Style Home located at the 

end of the neighborhood on .5+/-acres. Includes 

two bedrooms, 1 bath, bright open concept 

living/dining with access right into the kitchen 

with soapstone countertops and pellet stove for 

supplemental or primary heat. Outdoor living 

space on the front deck/covered porch and garage 

for storage. $129,900

Modernized ranch style home on 4.5+/- acres 

offers accessible country living. Includes a bright 

open sun/living room, formal dining room, 

functional kitchen, three bedrooms. Newer 

standing seam roof and radiant & baseboard 

heat for comfort and ease. Private back deck, full 

basement and one car garage under. A mix of 

open acreage and woods with fruit trees. Imagine! 

JUST REDUCED TO $175,000

Accessible country home in Weathersfield. This 

three bedroom home offers a corner lot with 2+/- 

acres. Interior includes an entry with access to 

laundry/mudroom, large kitchen, formal dining 

with built-in hutch, enclosed porch, spacioius 

living room. Upstairs includes bedrooms and 

a walk-in attic area perfect for closet space. 

Attached garage and detached barn for storage, 

workshop or animals. $175,000

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

TOWN OF CHESTER

TOWN HEALTH OFFICER 

POSITION AVAILABLE

The Town of Chester is searching to fill the position 
of Town Health Officer.  The primary roles of a 
Town Health Officer include: 

  1.  Investigating when information is received 
about a condition that may be a public health haz-
ard.
  2.  Enforcing the provisions of Title 18 and the 
rules and permits issued by the Health Department.  
  3.  Preventing, removing or destroying any public 
health hazard, or mitigating any significant public 
health risk in accordance with provisions of Title 18.
  4.  Taking necessary steps, in consultation with 
the Health Department, to enforce all orders issued 
pursuant to 18 V.S.A. Ch. 3.

The full text of Chapter 3 of Title 18 is available 
online at legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chap-
ter/18/003.   

Please submit a Resume and Letter of Interest no 
later than 3:00 p.m. on December 30, 2019 to the 
Chester Town Manager’s Office, 556 Elm Street, P.O. 
Box 370, Chester, Vt, 05143.  

NOTICE

Black River High School Alumni

1939-1999

Student Records from 1939-1999 can be picked up 
at the Black River High School Middle School office 
by appointment only. Please contact Debby Neubert 

at 802-875-4721 to schedule an appointment. 
Student Records that have not been claimed by 

June 1st will be destroyed.

CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS
TUESDAYS –
PERU, Vt. - Kripalu Yoga 
Class held on Tuesdays 
from 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
in the Barn Studio at 
New Spring Farm, 
135 Batchelder Rd. 
in Peru. Small fee per 
class. Mats available. 
All levels welcome and 
drop-ins welcome. 
For details, email 
VermontOrganicYogi@
gmail.com.

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six 
Loose Ladies is offering 
a separate skill building 
workshop on the third 
Thursday of the month, 
starting on Thursday, 
Jan. 16 at 6 p.m. geared 
toward those who want 
to move onto more 
challenging projects. 
Participants must be able 
to cast-on, knit, and purl 
confidently. If you’re not 
there, please check into 
our basic learn to knit 

class. The skill building 
workshops are free, but 
you must reserve a spot 
by calling the shop at 
802-875-7373 or email 
6looseladies@gmail.com.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo 
Valley TV offers “Train 
the Trainers” workshops 
on fourth Thursdays at 
no cost, 6-7 p.m. at the 
Okemo Valley TV studio, 
37C Main St. in Ludlow. 
Everyone who wants to 
learn the “ticks and tricks” 
of TV-video production is 
welcome. Reserve a space 
at pcody@lpctv.org or call 
802-228-8808.

CLUBS
MONDAYS – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Community 
Chorus rehearsals are 
Monday evenings at 7 
p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church on 21 
Fairground Rd. Contact 
Terri at springfield 
communitychorus@gmail.
com, call Barbara at 802-

886-1777, or visit www.
springfieldcommunity 
chorus.org.

TUESDAYS –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow 
Rotary Club meets every 
Tuesday and is hosted 
by DJ’s Restaurant, 146 
Main Street, from 12:15 
to 1:30 p.m. Enter via 
side door opposite 
bank drive-through. 
Visit www.ludlowrotary.
com or contact club 
President Mark Huntley at 
ludlowrotary@gmail.com.

THURSDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
The Charlestown 
Rotary Club meets at 
the Charlestown Town 
Hall at 6:30 p.m. on 
Summer Street. For 
more information, email 
rayandrosie@comcast.net.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Great Hall Handcrafters 
group meets every 
Thursday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at The Great 
Hall Gallery, located 
at 100 River St. in 
Springfield. Bring a project 
to work on, including 
knitting, crocheting, 
embroidery, quilting, rug 
hooking, rug braiding, 
basket making, or 
anything alike.

SATURDAYS – 
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – 
Still-life drawing. The 
Mount Holly Artists Group 
meets at 10:30 a.m. in the 

community center room 
under the library and sets 
up a still life. The sessions 
are open to all and free of 
charge. All that is needed 
is pen and paper.

SUNDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets every Sunday, 
from 3:30-6:30 p.m. at 
Squadron Headquarters, 
13 Airport Rd., N. 
Springfield. Cadets ages 
12-plus at these meetings 
go through indoor and 
outdoor classes learning 
about becoming a ground 
team member. For further 
information, contact 
Captain Williams 802-
886-8199 or the squadron 
at 802-558-5571.

EVENTS
DEC. 19 – 
PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
presents “An Evening with 
Rabbi Comedian Bob 
Alper” Thursday, Dec. 
19 at 7:30 p.m. at Next 
Stage in downtown Putney. 
Tickets in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org.

DEC. 22 – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Reiki 
Open House for the 
general public, and for 
certified Reiki practitioners 
to give and receive Reiki 
Sunday, Dec. 22, from 1-4 
p.m., at Studio Time and 
Space in Springfield. Enjoy 

a completely calm and 
peaceful Reiki session by 
donation. No appointment 
necessary. For information 
on Reiki sessions and 
classes, please visit www.
laurenpotterreikihealing.
com or contact Lauren at 
laurenpottervt@gmail.com.

DEC. 27 –
LUDLOW, Vt. – Don’t miss 
Okemo’s Clock Tower 
Base Area Torchlight 
Parade Friday, Dec. 27 
starting at 6:30 p.m. 
An amazing torchlight 
parade of skiers and 
riders traversing Okemo’s 
Open Slope trail precedes 
a spectacular pyrotechnics 
show in the Okemo Clock 
Tower base area. For 
a different perspective 
for Okemo’s fireworks 
display, visitors can join 
a guided snowshoe hike 
up the mountain with 
local naturalist Joe Karl. 
Those interested gather 
at 4:30 p.m. Those who 
need snowshoes can meet 
inside the Okemo Rental 
Shop (Clock Tower Base) 
to be fitted for snowshoes. 
The tour departs from 
Okemo’s Clock Tower base 
area beside South Ridge 
Quad A and heads up the 
Bull Run Trail to watch the 
fireworks.

DEC. 28 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Okemo is 
hosting a Shake ‘n’ Skate 
family event Saturday, 
Dec. 28 at the Ice House 
at Jackson Gore base 
area, from 6 – 9 p.m. This 
fun evening of ice skating 
includes a live DJ, games, 
and fun for the whole 
family. Admission fee is 
charged. Skate rentals 

are available for a fee on 
a first-come, first-served 
basis.

STRATTON, Vt. – Stratton 
Mountain School will 
be hosting the second 
of five Summit Series 
events—“The Collective,” 
a new film from Faction 
Skis Saturday, Dec. 28 
at 7 p.m. at Stratton 
Mountain School. Co-
hosted by Stratton 
Mountain Resort. Pro U.S. 
Freeski Team members 
and SMS student-athletes 
Mac Forehand `20 
(2019 Crystal Globe 
winner in Slopestyle) 
and Caroline Claire `18 
(2018 Olympian) will be 
in attendance to meet with 
audience members and 
sign posters.

DEC. 31 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Join us 
for a Family New Year’s 
Eve Party Tuesday, Dec. 
3,1 from 5-9 p.m., at 
Jackson Gore Base Area. 
Following early evening 
ice skating, snow tubing, 
mountain coaster rides, 
horse-drawn wagon rides, 
party-hat decorating, 
bingo games, and a trivia 
tournament, families can 
ring in the New Year early 
with a 9 p.m. fireworks 
show. Okemo’s popular DJ 
Dance Party with balloons, 
noisemakers, party games, 
and pizza dinner in the 
Roundhouse at Jackson 
Gore sells out every year. 
Visit www.Okemo.com for 
details.

THURSDAYS – 
PUTNEY, Vt. – Dinner 
and a movie on the last 
Thursday of the month, 

5:30 p.m. At each event, 
the chefs at the Gleanery 
will serve a special menu 
in time for diners to make 
it to the hosted 7 p.m. 
film screening around the 
corner at Next Stage, 15 
Kimball Hill Rd. For pricing 
or reservations, call 802-
387-3052. Limited seating 
available.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Bingo at Compass School 
on the third Thursday of 
the month until the end 
of the year, then the last 
Thursday of the month 
January through June at 
6 p.m. at 7892 Route 5 in 
Westminster. For details, 
call 802-463-2525 or 
email info@compass-
school.org.

KIDS’ 
CORNER
DEC. 23 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Visit with 
Santa Monday, Dec. 23 
at the Jackson Gore Inn 
from 4 – 7 p.m. Santa 
Claus makes his grand 
entrance at 4 p.m. for a 
pre-Christmas visit with 
children before the jolly 
old elf makes his way to 
the North Pole for final 
holiday preparations.

MONDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Children 
of all ages are invited to 
join the LEGO Club at the 
Whiting Library in Chester. 
We will provide the LEGOs 
and DUPLOs, and you 
supply the imagination. 
The program is Mondays, 
from 3:30 to 4:30 p.m. 
For further information, 
call 802-875-2277, visit 
www.whitinglibrary.org, 
or check our Facebook.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Playgroup at the 
Springfield Area Parent 
Child Center, from 
9-10:30 a.m. Come 
to play and meet new 
friends. All parents with 
young children are 
welcomed. Contact Celeste 
at 802-886-5242 or email 
at celestem@vermontel.net.

TUESDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – 
Story time for toddlers and 
Pre-K at the Silsby Free 
Library from 10:30 a.m. 
Children and parents are 
invited for stories, songs, 
and finger plays. Session 
includes playtime, an 
activity, and a story time. 
Free and open to all.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – 
Crafts, stories, and 
playtime for toddlers 
and preschoolers. Enjoy 
stories, songs, crafts, and 
activities. Rockingham 
Free Public Library, 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Contact 802-
463-4270.

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Play group at Saxtons 
River Elementary School 
takes place 9:30-11 a.m. 
Come on over for crafts, 
activities, and to play! Call 
Molly 802-376-6204.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Springfield Town Library 
story time, 43 Main St., 
10 a.m. Free and open 
to the public with stories, 
songs, and activities. For 
more information, call the 
library at 802-885-3108.

WEDNESDAYS – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Play group at First Baptist 
Church of Bellows Falls/
Rockingham Recreation 
Center, from 9:30 -11 
a.m. Healthy snack served. 
Call Molly 802-376-6204.

LUDLOW, Vt. – Story time 
for ages 5 and under on 
Wednesdays from 10:30-
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calendarAUTOMOTIVE

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

2012 BMW 750I

2014 Chevy 1500

AWD, Auto
V8 Turbo
Sunroof
Leather
Fully Loaded

Extended Cab
6 Cylinder
Auto
LT

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Filter & Lube Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 12/31/19

2011 Toyota RAV4
4WD
4 Cylinder
Auto
Loaded

2018 BMW X-6
AWD

Sun Roof
Fully Loaded

Only 15,000 Miles

2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV
4WD

6 Cylinder
Auto

Third Row 
Seating

2011 Volvo XC-70
Station Wagon
AWD, V6, Auto

Leather
Sun Roof

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

155-157 Charlestown Road
Claremont, NH 03743

603-542-9800

Get a FREE Snow Plow 
with the Purchase of any Super Duty Truck F-250 up to F-550*

HURRY IN, SAVINGS ARE PILING UP 

AND TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

*See Dealer for Details

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

11:30 a.m. at Fletcher 
Memorial Library in 
Ludlow. Children and their 
caregivers are invited 
to join us each week for 
early literacy activities, 
STEM explorations, music, 
and more. Call Sacha at 
802-228-3517 or email 
skrawczykvt@gmail.com 
for details.

THURSDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Edgar 
May Open Play Group, 
10-11:30 a.m., at Studio 
Momentum, 71 Main 
Street. An active playtime 
specifically designed for 
children aged 6 months 
through 5 years. Free to 
member families. Call 
802-885-2568 or info@
myreccenter.org.

FRIDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Story time 
at Whiting Library from 
10:30-11:30 a.m. Come 
and listen to a story every 
Friday with your children. 
Call 802-875-2277.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
Creative movement 
activities and play group 
are held in the gym of 
the Community Center, 
Fridays, from 9-11 a.m. 
Contact Parks and Rec 
Dept. at 802-885-2727.

SATURDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Edgar 
May Open Play Group is 
10-11:30 a.m. at Studio 
Momentum, 71 Main 
St. An active playtime 
specifically designed for 
children aged 6 months 
through 5 years. Free to 
member families. Call 
802-885-2568 or email 
info@myreccenter.org.

LIBRARIES
THURSDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Weekly Genealogy 
Research Group on 
Thursdays from 10:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at 
the Rockingham Library 
with genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard. If you 
own a laptop, please bring 
it along. With the many 
free databases available at 
the library, it’s hard to tell 
what you might find. Both 
beginners and seasoned 
genealogists are welcome. 
This program is free 
and open to the public. 
For more information, 
call 802-463-4270, 
email programming@
rockinghamlibrary.
org, or go to www.
rockinghamlibrary.org.

FRIDAYS –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Minecraft Club at the 
Rockingham Free Public 
Library every Friday, 
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
A limited number of 
library computers are 
available. Registration 
is recommended if you 
will need to use a library 
computer. If you are 
joining the club with your 
own laptop and Minecraft 
account, you do not need 
to sign up.

SATURDAYS -
ALSTEAD, N.H. – Stop by 
the Shedd-Porter Memorial 
Library for cinnamon 
buns the last Saturday of 
each month and visit with 
friends or neighbors. The 
cinnamon buns are from 
McGuire’s Bakery and 
are available for a small 
fee. All the proceeds go 

to benefit the library. The 
library is at 3 Main St..

MUSIC & 
THEATER
DEC. 20 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Bellows Falls Downtown 
Development Alliance 
invites the public to “Not 
Just Men’s Night” and 
Bellows Falls Third Friday 
on Friday, Dec. 20, from 
4 – 9 p.m. A night of 
shopping, dining, music, 
tastings, and a farmer’s 
market. Don’t forget to 
have your shop local 
card stamped! Check 
out our website at www.
bellowsfallsvt.org.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Village Square Booksellers 
in Bellows Falls, Vt. will 
host Fred Tipton and 
Maryann McArdle for a 
concert of Holiday Tunes 
& Jazz Friday, Dec. 20, 
from 5-7 p.m., as part of 
Bellows Falls Third Friday. 
“BFDDA’s Not Just Men’s 
Night” features discounts 
on hardcover books, 
refreshments, personal 
shopping assistance, and 
free gift wrapping. The 
bookstore will be open 
until 9 p.m.

DEC. 21 – 
GRAFTON, Vt. – Vermont 
Symphony Orchestra Brass 
Quintet and choral group 
Counterpoint to perform 
at Grafton Community 
Church Saturday, Dec. 
21, from 5 – 6 p.m. 
Guest-conducted by Kevin 
Quigley, to ring in the 
holidays in style. A perfect 
blend of brass, voices, 
and good cheer. For venue 
accessibility information, 
please call Grafton 
Community Church at 
802-843-2346.

PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project and Twilight 
Music welcome back New 
England’s acclaimed roots, 
rhythm and harmony 
quartet Rani Arbo & Daisy 
Mayhem to perform their 
“Wintersong” program 
Saturday, Dec. 21 at 7:30 

p.m. at Next Stage in 
downtown Putney. Tickets 
are available in advance 
and at the door. For 
information, call 802-387-
0102. Advance tickets 
are available at www.
nextstagearts.org, the 
Putney General Store, and 
Turn It Up in Brattleboro.

DEC. 31 – 
WHITE RIVER JCT, Vt. – 
Northern Stage’s First 
Night Family Celebration 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, from 
6 – 8 p.m., at The Barrette 
Center for the Arts. Bring 
the kids and kick off the 
New Year with a family 
friendly holiday cabaret 

and sing-a-long featuring 
members of the cast of 
“The Sound of Music.” 
From traditional carols to 
“My Favorite Things,” this 
new holiday celebration 
will close with a toast to 
2019 with cocoa and 
cookies in the Roesch 
Family Lobby. 
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2019 GMC SIERRA LIMITED 1500 4WD SLE

2020 CHEVROLET EQUINOX AWD LS

2019 BUICK ENCORE SPORT TOURING AWD

2019 CHEVROLET TRAX LT AWD

2019 CHEVROLET SILVERADO CREW CAB LT 4X4

MSRP $49,150
Save $13,000!

SALE PRICE $36,150

MSRP $29,885
Save $8,000!

SALE PRICE $21,885

MSRP $30,335
Save $7,000!

SALE PRICE $23,335

MSRP $26,145
Save $6,245!

SALE PRICE $19,900

MSRP $50,625
Save $13,000!

SALE PRICE $37,625

Lease for only

$399/mo
ADJUSTED CAPITALIZED COST 

$39,505. $7,100 GM INCENTIVES. 39 
MONTHS 10,000 MILES PER YEAR. 

32,500 TOTAL MILES. 25 CENTS PER 
MILE OVERAGE. MUST HAVE GM LEASE 

IN HOUSEHOLD.

Lease for only

$248/mo
ADJUSTED CAPITALIZED COST $24800. 

$783 DEALER DISCOUNT. $4110 GM 
INCENTIVES. 39 MONTHS 10,000 MILES 

PER YEAR. 32,500 TOTAL MILES.  25 
CENTS PER MILE OVERAGE. MUST HAVE 

GM LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD.

Lease for only

$199/mo
ADJUSTED CAPITALIZED COST $24,009. 

$1,049  DEALER DISCOUNT. $5,277 GM 
INCENTIVES. 39 MONTHS 10,000 MILES 

PER YEAR. 32,500 TOTAL MILES. 25 
CENTS PER PILE OVERAGE. MUST HAVE 

GM LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD.

Lease for only

$238/mo
ADJUSTED CAPITALIZED COST $21,000. 

$499 DEALER DISCOUNT. $5,644 GM 
INCENTIVES. 39 MONTHS 10,000 MILES 

PER YEAR. 32,500 TOTAL MILES.  25 
CENTS PER MILE OVERAGE.MUST HAVE 

GM LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD.

Lease for only

$399/mo
ADJUSTED CAPITALIZED COST $42,345. 
$486 DEALER DISCOUNT. $7,793.20 GM 
INCENTIVES. 39 MONTHS 10,000 MILES 

PER YEAR. 32,500 TOTAL MILES.  25 
CENTS PER MILE OVERAGE. MUST HAVE 

GM LEASE IN HOUSEHOLD.

STK# NGT19232, NGT19247, NGT19205

STK# NCT20038, NCT20011, NCT20006, 

NCT20007

STK# NB19061, NB19023, NB19008, 

NB19024, NB19063, NB19047

STK# NCT19387, NCT19314, NCT19373, 

NCT19389

STK# NCT19371, NCT19377, NCT19391, 

NCT19410, NCT19197, NCT19198, 

NCT19214, NCT19472

~OR~

~OR~

~OR~

~OR~

~OR~

Happy Holidays
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