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Christmas cards
Jack is getting ready to mail out his Christmas cards! Don’t forget 
to send yours too.
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BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

The Shopper

GRAFTON, Vt. – The quaint 
village of Grafton was glisten-
ing with a fresh layer of snow 
and tied up in red bows Satur-
day, Dec. 7 for the third annual 
Christmas in Grafton.
  At the Grafton Public Li-

brary, gingerbread houses were 
on display for a silent auction. 
Each gingerbread house was 
carefully crafted and donated 
by community members of all 
ages. The auction winners of 
each gingerbread house were 
announced Saturday evening.
  “I was so proud of all of their 

hard work,” said librarian Mi-
chelle Dufort. She was excited 
for all of this year’s festivities 
and to have so many people 
come to town to experience 
their holiday spirit. “I would 
love to see people from out of 
town too, like Saxtons River, 
Townshend,” and other neigh-
boring towns to join in the fun.
  Around noon, jolly Santa 

came into town atop the Graf-
ton Fire Department engine, 
stopping at the Grafton Public 
Library to read “The Cat Who 

Saved Christmas” to 
the children.
  The Grafton Vil-

lage Store was bustling 
with shoppers, and 
MKT hosted a cookie-
decorating table for the 
children. June Lupiani 
of MKT said the annu-
al event “keeps grow-
ing and getting better... 
The whole community 
gets involved, not just 
the participating busi-
nesses, but also the 
Fire Department, the 
historical society, stu-
dents, and teachers.”
  The festivities ex-

panded this year with 
more crafts, such as the 
gingerbread houses at the li-
brary, paper snowflake cutouts 
at the Nature Museum, the craft 
fair at the Grafton Community 
Church, and the bazaar at the 
Robinson House. The Grafton 
Elementary School had a table 
set up at the bazaar with their 
handmade ornaments, all by 
donation to benefit the Grafton 
Elementary School Outdoor 
Classroom, where students 
learn about the environment 

through hands-on projects.
  Wreaths, garland, and poin-

settias were sold at the Grafton 
Historical Society. Christmas 
trees were across the street at 
Phelps Barn, sold by the Graf-
ton Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
with proceeds benefiting the 
fire department’s scholarship 
fund.
  Kevin Wolfe of Mercantile, 

the holiday event planner, as-
sisted his shoppers whose 

numbers were “considerably 
more robust than last year.” Il-
lustrator Will Moses was set up 
at Mercantile for book signing, 
while Steven Griffiths at the ad-
joining Grafton Village Cheese 
Shop had a spectacular day of-
fering samples of cheeses, jams, 
and other delicious treats.
  The Grafton Inn had beau-

tiful Christmas decorations 
on display, and the historical 
society members were at the 

Brick Church eager to show 
off the restorations and give a 
brief history of the chapel. The 
building is now used for talks, 
presentations, musical events, 
and the like, while the church 
across the street is open for ser-
vices.
  After a day full of holiday-

themed fun, there was a Christ-
mas tree lighting outside the 
library, followed by dinner at 
MKT, and an evening concert 

by Seraphic Fire at the Grafton 
Church.
  June was fully booked at MKT 

for the candlelit dinner that in-
corporated food sourced from 
their harvest season, including 
pickled and cured items and lo-
cal meats. “We took care of the 
kids by day,” June explained, 
with the cookie decorating, 
“and the adults by night, with 
craft beers and wine,” and a 
decadent dinner.
  Mercantile and the Grafton 

Village Cheese Shop hosted 
a public reception at 4 p.m. 
where a holiday basket drawing 
took place, along with snacks 
and holiday cheer. “The gift 
basket was awarded to Graf-
ton resident Kim Bank who 
had made it around to all of 
the village’s participants to 
have her passport stamped,” 
Kevin reported. “The look of 
surprise on her face was of ut-
ter disbelief as her entry was 
chosen… and she generously 
shared some of the contents of 
the prize basket with another 
couple who had been eagerly 
awaiting the drawing.” It was a 
great holiday-giving gesture to 
end a successful festive day.

Christmas in Grafton brings holiday spirit to town

Santa coming to town on the Grafton Fire engine.
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Gingerbread houses were on display at the library.
PHOTO BY SHAWNTAE WEBB

BY BILL LOCKWOOD

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
the evening of Dec. 4, a large, 
interested group from the Rock-
ingham community responded 
to the Vermont Council on Ru-
ral Development’s nine com-
munity forums held at three 
locations in Bellows Falls. The 
Rockingham Selectboard had 
invited the council to bring its 
process of involving residents of 
the town in reviewing the chal-
lenges and opportunities facing 
the town and in setting priori-
ties for the future.
  The forums were the first 

step in a three-step process. 
The council representatives will 
now compile and review all the 
information gathered at the fo-
rums and return Jan. 8, 2020 
at 6:30 p.m. to present their 
findings, ask for a vote from 
residents on priorities, and to 
form tasks forces from among 
the participants to create action 
plans that will then be present-

ed in February. 
  This is a process the council 

has done for 20 years in over 
70 Vermont towns, includ-
ing a prior visit here in the late 
‘90s during what some call the 
“Rockingham Renaissance,” 
and there was a Creative Econ-

omy process in 2007. Jeanie 
Levesque, who was one of the 
local organizers of that first 
visit, said, “It’s exciting to have 
them here again because a lot of 
good came out of it before.”
  Municipal Manager Wendy 

Harrison said, “I’m looking for-

ward to hearing all of the ideas 
from the community. This is a 
great opportunity to develop a 
vision and chart a path forward 
together.”
  In his remarks at the com-

munity dinner, Paul Costello of 
the Council on Rural Develop-
ment said, “We have the power 
in our communities to make 
democracy real. Change is done 
by people who stand up in their 
own communities to find a tra-
jectory that is common.”
  Prior to Wednesday’s fo-

rums, the topics were picked 
by a steering committee orga-
nized by the town. The nine 
topics – addressed in three 
venues, the Rockingham Free 
Public Library, the American 
Legion Hall, and the Moose 
Family Center – were tourism 
and lodging; transportation; 
attracting and retaining young 
people; education from early 
ed to workforce development; 
building redevelopment; arts 
and entertainment; economic 
revitalization and infrastruc-

ture; housing; and recreation. 
The scheduling was such that 
no one could attend more than 
three complete sessions, and 
there was a well-attended com-
munity spaghetti dinner at the 
Moose Family Center for all be-
fore the last three simultaneous 
sessions.
  Each session was led by a fa-

cilitator and lasted an hour and 
a half. Each had a team of out-
side experts from a statewide 
group of staff and volunteers, 
all experts in various fields, who 
offered input as well as anyone 
who wanted to attend and con-
tribute from the general public. 
  Each forum was structured to 

start by looking at the positives 
of the topic, then looking at the 
challenges, and finally ideas for 
actions that will move things 
forward. An example from the 
sessions was a positive feeling 
expressed by participants, who 
had moved away and returned, 
that this area is more vital than 
it was 20 or 30 years ago, and 
it is “thriving” in comparison. 

Another common idea was that 
even though there are a lot of 
resources and things to do – 
and despite some online and 
print means of communica-
tion – often people don’t know 
what’s here or what’s happening.
  Many specific positives and 

negatives were brought up in 
all the sessions. Some of the 
ideas presented were that the 
community refurbish some of 
the derelict buildings, create 
a co-working space for home 
office workers, subsidize in-
ternet fiber everywhere, create 
more diverse activities such as 
a bowling alley or dance venue 
in addition to existing bars and 
pizza restaurants, and even have 
a hemp facility open for tour-
ism.
  All the concerns and ideas are 

now in the hands of the council 
who will compile them and put 
together their presentation for 
the next step Jan. 8. Their con-
tact is Jenna Koloski who can be 
reached at jenna@vtrural.org or 
802-225-6091.

Council on Rural Development holds community forums

Jenna Koloski of the Vermont Council on Rural Development leading 
one of the forums during their Dec. 4 visit.
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BY BETSY THURSTON

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, the Rocking-
ham Selectboard discussed 
the upcoming budget and the 
Hyde Street drainage improve-
ment project. Director of Pub-
lic Works Everett Hammond 
recommended a Better Roads 
grant application for $60,000 
and presented details for con-
struction at a cost of $180,000.
  The project scope included 

replacement of the 200-foot 
pipe, 200 feet of road gravel, 
granite curbing, and new pave-
ment from the Bellows Falls 
Area Senior Center’s driveway 
to the Hyde Hill Brook inlet.
  Hammond’s intent was to 

use the grant in addition to 

$120,000 from the Highway 
Reserve Fund leaving it at 
$443,000. Gaetano Putignano 
said he could “foresee other 
emergencies” where the town 
would need the money.
  Stefan Golec wondered about 

the project if the grant was not 
received, and Hammond said 
both curbing and paving would 
be eliminated. He explained 
that the project would then 
only include replacement of the 
worst sections of the pipe and 
patching of the road.
  Hammond admitted he had 

not received pictures yet of the 
culvert, but said,“The pipe is 
rotting.”
  Putignano questioned why 

it was not on the recent project 
list and wanted it to be budget-
ed and scheduled. Susan Ham-

mond suggested they apply for 
the grant. Chair Peter Golec 
agreed and said they could 
figure out details depending 
on whether or not the grant 
was received. Putignano said 
the grant was fine, but he did 
not support spending reserve 
funds.
  Municipal Manager Wendy 

Harrison suggested Hammond 
push the water quality improve-
ment aspect of the project to 
better receive the grant. The 
Selectboard voted to sign the 
grant application.
  Finance Director Shannon 

Burbela reviewed the budget 
and suggested ideas for increas-
ing revenue at both the recy-
cling center and refinancing the 
fire truck for lower payments 
over the next five years.

  Putignano mentioned that 
the town should compare rates 
with other town recycling cen-
ters. Burbela explained that 
there were many volunteers 
and newly hired staff, which 
had made things more difficult. 
Putignano wanted to be on the 
committee that Burbela had 
suggested to both streamline 
and enforce policy.
  Putignano suggested cutting 

mailings and printed materials 
at the meetings and questioned 
the need for line items that the 
property manager could per-
form. He urged the selectboard, 
“We have to reduce the budget.”
  The next Selectboard meeting 

is Dec. 17 at 6 p.m., and their 
discussion will include budget, 
overtime, health insurance, list-
ers, and finance agreements.

Rockingham discusses Hyde Street drainage
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Come see the Best of the Best

Get up to 
$400 in Instant Rebates!

The Finest Designed Outdoor Wood Burner! 

- Perfect combination of performance & value

- Easy to operate, FireStar II controller takes guesswork out of operating

- EPA-Certified, clean-burningWednesday, December 18th 
Heald Auditorium, Ludlow Town Hall

Dinner Served 5:30 – 6:00 PM 
Program 6:00 – 7:30 PM

Join community members, law enforcement, 
and youth for a discussion on Underage Drinking 

Prevention Efforts in our communities. 

Local retailers will be recognized for their prevention efforts.
Door Prizes!

Sponsored by the Black River Area 
Community Coalition (BRACC) & 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA)

There is no cost for this event

For more information please call 802-228-7878

SAVE THE DATE!

Happy Holidays from MACCU

Visit us in Springfield
 802-886-8425 | www.maccu.org

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rates are determined by an evaluation of 
your credit. Your rate my differ from the rates shown above.

4.90% APR*
6 MONTH INTRODUCTORY RATE

4.90% APR*
RATE AFTER 6 MOS. 

AS LOW AS 9.90% APR*9.90% APR*

MACCU VISA Card

7.99% APR*
RATES AS LOW AS

7.99% APR*
FOR 12 MONTHS

HOLIDAY LOAN!

Decorated health 
center
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Members of the Bellows Falls Women’s 
Club recently decorated the waiting area of the Rockingham 
Health Center for the holidays. Pictured are Judy Boynton, co-
president; Dianne Potter, immediate past-president; and Phyllis 
Weltz, club director.
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WALPOLE, N.H. – Savings 
Bank of Walpole is holding its 
second annual holiday decorat-
ing contest for its employees 
and encourages the public to 
weigh in by “liking” a favor-
ite branch on Facebook, www.
facebook.com/SavingsBankof-
Walpole.
  Pictures of the bank’s five 

branches along with a couple 
of departments throughout 
the bank will be posted Thurs-

day, Dec. 12, and page visi-
tors can vote for their favorite 
throughout the week. The 
photo with the most votes will 
be announced Friday, Dec. 20 
and receive a $500 prize. The 
money will then be donated 
to a local organization. Second 
place will receive $250 and the 
runners-up will receive $100, 
which will also be given to a 
local organization of our staffs’ 
choosing.

  “At Savings Bank of Wal-
pole, we’re passionate about 
our community – and about 
decorating our branches dur-
ing the holidays!” says Mark 
Bodin, president for Savings 
Bank of Walpole. “To show our 
spirit and support, we’re hold-
ing a contest for our employees 
and encouraging the public to 
help us decide which branch is 
the most decked out. It’s a fun 
contest – but more importantly, 

it serves as another way the 
bank can give back to our 
community by helping local 
organizations.”
  In addition to the five SBW 

branches, other departments 
at the bank will also be par-
ticipating in the contest with 
some additional nonprofits 
benefitting.
  For more information, 

visit www.walpolebank.com 
or call 603-352-1822.

Savings Bank of Walpole invites 
public to “like” favorite branch

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Every 
year, the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce honors 
a Citizen of the Year and an Or-
ganization of the Year for their 
outstanding leadership, civic 
pride, and commitment to the 
betterment of Springfield and 
the surrounding area. We invite 
you to join us in recognizing 
those who are fostering growth 

and prosperity in our region.
  Do you know a person who 

has been making a difference 
in the neighborhood? Maybe 
someone who is always im-
mersed in important commu-
nity activities, or someone who 
has been devotedly involved 
with our local government? Are 
you thinking of a business or 
organization that always goes 

above and beyond? A company 
that supports worthwhile causes 
and is committed to giving back 
to the community? Show appre-
ciation by nominating them for 
an award of the year.
  Winners of the 2019 Citizen of 

the Year and 2019 Organization 
of the Year will be announced 
at the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual 

meeting event in 2020. Help 
us give thanks to folks who 
matter. Nomination forms 
are available on our web-
site: www.springfieldvt.com. 
Deadline for submissions is 
Tuesday, Dec. 31, 2019. For 
more information, contact 
the Chamber at 802-885-
2779 or caitlin@springfieldvt.
com.

2019 Citizen and Organization of the 
Year nominations

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Do you 
love the Springfield Town Li-
brary? Do you want to help the 
community? Become a Library 
Trustee! The Trustees meet on the 
second Tuesday of each month at 

6:30 p.m., on the second floor of 
the Springfield Town Library, at 
43 Main Street, in Springfield, Vt.
  As a Trustee, you help create 

policy at the library, as well as 
assist the director in overseeing 

the activities of the library. 
The Trustees also plan a 
yearly event, Feed Your Pas-
sion, which celebrates all the 
unique people and groups 
that make Springfield great. 
If you’re interested in serving 
as an interim Library Trustee 
and then running for Trustee 
on town meeting day, stop by 
the library for an application 
or see Barbara Courchesne, 
the town clerk.

Become a Springfield Town 
Library Trustee

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
American Legion Auxil-
iary Pierce-Lawton Unit 37 
President Marcy Smith and 
VA/VR Chairwoman Nan-
cy Wright accepted Christ-
mas gifts from Jessica 
Monty of Northern Lights 
Credit Union in Langdon, 
N.H. Donations came from 
many bank patrons includ-
ing many items from sup-
porter AEBI New England, 

who generously donated many 
new items from socks, watches, 
and toys for the Christmas gift-
giving project that is held each 
year at the White River Junc-
tion VA Hospital for hospital-
bound and local veterans. Vet-
erans are able to choose gifts, 
and then American Legion 
Auxiliary members wrap them. 
Thank you to everyone who 
came forth this holiday season.
  For more information about 

what you can do to support 
Auxiliary projects and vet-
erans, please contact Marcy 
Smith at 802-722-9034 or mar-
cysmith802@gmail.com.

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 37 accepts gifts for their gift 
giving program at the White River Junction VA hospital.

PHOTO PROVIDED

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 37 
receives Christmas gifts

ATTENTION
Contractors, 

Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory 

on Page 5B! 

Contact us Today 
and add a listing 

for your Business! 
802-228-3600
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www.facebook.com/Smokeshire-Design            @smokeshire_design

Fresh Picked

Trees & Holiday Wreaths
from Bishop Farm

Now Through Christmas

Stop by Today!
Open until 9 pm every Friday in December

3630 ROUTE 103N
CHESTER, VT 05143

802.875.3109

SHOP ONLINE
www.smokeshiredesign.com

1-888-922-1035

FARMS

802-722-3395 • allenbrothersfarms.com

‘Tis the Season 
to be Jolly!

Trees, Wreaths, Roping & Holly
Come Shop our Christmas Barn!

Poinsettias, Plants, Sleighbells, Kissing Balls, & Unique Gifts

We’ll gladly design outdoor planters and even tie your Christmas Tree on your car!

ORDER your HOLIDAY PIES online!

Open 7 Days a Week from 6 am - 9 pm

Rt. 12 No. to Rt. 5 or Exit 5 off I-91 • Westminster, VT

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – For 
generations, the Springfield Re-
gional Chamber of Commerce 
has been proudly hosting 
Springfield’s Downtown Holi-
day Program. In recent years, 
we teamed up with Springfield 
on the Move to expand the of-
ferings and bring even more 
cheer and festivity to the event. 
The holiday program continues 
to grow, and it truly takes a vil-
lage to pull the whole thing off.
  This year’s program kicked 

off Friday, Dec. 6 with SOM’s 
Sticker Map Treasure Hunt. 
Holiday music filled the air 
as children and their families 
explored the luminary-lined 
streets of downtown, visiting 
participating businesses and 
organizations to collect the 
stickers to complete their maps 
and receive some treats. Once 
completed, the maps were 
turned in at SOM in exchange 
for a holiday surprise. Thank 
you to Shirley Cooper and Lori 
Graves Maseda for donating 
handmade mittens and hats.
  At 5:30 p.m., the Springfield 

Community Band launched 
into a myriad of festive tunes to 
entertain the crowds in People’s 
United Bank lot as they eagerly 
anticipated Santa’s arrival. The 
distant sound of sirens could be 
heard, as Santa’s fire truck and 
police escort made their way 

to the center of town. Cheers 
erupted as Santa emerged to 
greet the crowd. He made his 
merry way through the mass-
es to Santa’s House, where he 
chose a lucky little child to 
help him flip the magic switch 
to light the holiday tree. Then 
Santa settled in the house to 
receive his long line of visitors, 
checking twice to be sure of 
who was naughty or nice, and 
giving presents to all the girls 
and boys.
  We’d like to offer our grati-

tude to all the folks who helped 

to make this year’s event such 
a success. A huge thank you to 
H.B. Energy Solutions for light-
ing the poles, hanging the ban-
ners, and putting up the mag-
nificent tree, donated by Chris 
and Vanessa Bishop of Christ-
mas Trees at Bishop Farm.
  Thank you to our partners 

at SOM for helping to provide 
family-friendly fun for the 
community. Thanks to People’s 
United Bank for providing a 
safe space for the festivities. 
Thank you to CERT and the 

volunteers who helped with di-
recting traffic to keep everyone 
safe. Thank you to Mascoma 
Bank for supporting this year’s 
program. Thank you to Drag-
onfly Designs for sponsoring 
free hot cocoa at Flying Crow 
Coffee Co. Thank you to the 
town of Springfield for support-
ing repairs to the light poles. 
Thank you to Springfield Police 
and Fire departments for es-
corting Santa. Thank you to the 
Springfield Community Band 
and Springfield Community 
Players. Thank you to all the 
businesses and organizations 
that decorated their windows 
with enthusiasm and partici-
pated in this great event. Thank 
you to all the individuals who 
contributed time and effort in 
so many ways. Thank you to 
Santa for coming to town and 
to everyone who came out last 
Friday night to participate and 
share in the fun!
  Santa will have additional 

visiting hours at his house in 
the People’s United Bank lot 
Thursday, Dec. 12; Thursday, 
Dec. 19; and Monday, Dec. 23, 
from 4-7 p.m., courtesy of the 
Springfield Regional Chamber 
of Commerce.

  Written by Caitlin Chris-
tiana, Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – It 
is a pleasure to announce 
that Kendra Houle has been 
named the November Elks 
Student of the Month for 
Bellows Falls Union High 
School. Kendra, a senior, 
is the daughter of Joannie 
Houle of Bellows Falls.
  Friendly and compassion-

ate, Kendra has a lightness 
to her that radiates kindness 
and warmth. She is kind to 
everyone, genuinely cares 
about others, and goes out 
of her way to talk to people 
to see how they are doing. 
Her quiet demeanor brings 
calmness to the rushed life 
of a high school. Although 
a little shy, she puts herself 
out there to make others feel 
welcome. She is a true ex-
ample of someone who con-
tributes warmth and sincer-
ity to all who cross her path.
  As an active learner, Ken-

dra arrives to class early and 

ready to work. She puts 100% 
effort into everything she 
does in class and offers great 
insights in class discussions. 
She is willing to work to im-

prove her skills, and 
she serves as a good 
role model to her 
classmates. A quiet 
leader, she mod-
els positive study 
skills and strategies 
in the classroom 
and is a pleasure to 
work with. In addi-
tion to her studies 
at BFUHS, Kendra 
is a member of the 
River Valley Techni-
cal Center Horticul-
ture and Natural Re-
sources Program.
  Not only does 

Kendra work hard 
in her academics, 
she is also a talented 
artist who makes the 
creative process look 

effortless.
  Congratulations, Kendra. 

BFUHS and the Elks are proud 
to have you represent us this 
month with this award.

Bellows Falls November 
Student of the Month

Kendra Houle.
PHOTO PROVIDED

LANGDON, N.H. – Senior 
Donovan Daniels was selected 
as the Fall Mountain Regional 
High School Elks Student of 
the Month for November. Don-
ovan is the son of Lee and Le-
anne Daniels from Walpole.
  Donoven was nominated by 

the physical education depart-
ment and was described as 
“showing substantial growth 

Fall Mountain Regional 
High School 
November 
Student of the 
Month

ties in class!”
  Congratulations, Dono-

ven!

and engagement 
in physical activi-
ties. He is self-mo-
tivated and puts 
forth 100% effort 
towards strength 
training exercise. 
Donoven is friend-
ly and interacts well with peers 
and staff and has taken advan-
tage of leadership opportuni-

Donovan Daniels.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Another magical downtown 
holiday program

Turner Shute, age 5, enjoying 
his holiday visit with Santa.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Springfield’s 2019 festive down-
town holiday display. Special 
thanks to Christmas Trees at 
Bishop Farm for donating the 
beautiful tree, and to H.B. En-
ergy Solution for doing such a 
fantastic job with all the lights.

PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
18th National Prescription 
Drug Take Back Day occurred 
Oct. 26 and resulted in 882,919 
pounds, or 441.5 tons, of unused 
medication collected nation-
ally, according to the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
website. Vermont took in 6,734 
pounds of the overall total, 
which was the largest amount 
collected in the state since the 
campaign started.

  Windham County law en-
forcement participation includ-
ed the Vermont State Police, 
Bellows Falls Police Depart-
ment, Brattleboro Police De-
partment, Dover Police De-
partment, Wilmington Police 
Department, and the Windham 
County Sheriff ’s Department 
who collected a total of 14 box-
es, or 325.75 pounds, of medica-
tion. October’s Take Back Day 
was updated to include collec-

tion of e-cigarette and vaping 
devices going forward.
  Take Back Day occurs twice a 

year nationwide. The events are 
free and anonymous, with per-
manent collection sites available 
year-round in Windham Coun-
ty and throughout Vermont.
  For more information on Take 

Back Day, or to locate a perma-
nent collection site near you, 
please visit www.healthvermont.
gov.

Windham County Take Back Day
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This Week at Magic and 

THURSDAY: Dinner Specials 5-9 pm

FRIDAY: Prime Rib 5-9 pm 
     while it lasts

SATURDAY: Ski & Apres Party  
   with Matt Chace from 3-6 pm

at MAGIC MOUNTAIN

BLACK LINE

TAVERN

www.magicmtn.com/events

SATURDAY: Live Band featuring 
Fennario, New England’s Grateful Dead 
cover band at 7 pm, no cover

SUNDAY: Vermonter Local Ski Day 
                $54 Adult - $38 Youth

802-228-7797
44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT 
www.killarneyludlow.com

Pub Opens at 3pm
Dinner Available at 5pm

Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday at 12 pm

Mondays
Open Mic Night
Starting at 8 pm

Saturday, Dec. 14
Live Music with
Sammy Blanchette 5-8 pm

Tuesdays
Trivia Night
Starting at 7 pm

Thursdays
Irish Session
Starting at 6:30 pm

Snacks, Presents, Meet Santa,
& receive a new toy from Jolly ol’ Santa Claus

American Legion Post #37
42 Rockingham Street, Bellows Falls • 802-463-9700

CMDR, Don Stocker  //  Pub. Rel. Smokey Aumand

Open to All Children of the Community  10 & Younger

Sunday, December 15th

1:00 - 3:00 pm

MORSE’S MARKET
& Vermont Baking Co.

“made with love baked from scratch”

Market, Deli, Café, Custom Cut Meats,  
and Made From Scratch Bakery

 
Boar’s Head Deli Meat: 
OvenGold Turkey 9.99

Deluxe Roast Beef 12.99

55 Main Street, No. Springfield, VT   ~  802 886-5500  ~  Like us on Facebook

*$0.02/MG pricing is for refilled bottles only during event window (will be refilled with our Unflavored oil). Discount 
does not apply to any other Sunsoil product. Pricing only good at select stores, while supplies last. Sunsoil reserves 
the right to change or modify this promotion at any time.

Join us at Springfield Co-op
Dec 7, 14, 21, 28. 12-4pm

That’s $12 for a 600MG bottle.*

Don’t have a bottle? You can purchase one at the event!

We want to make high quality CBD oil accessible. That’s why we’ve teamed 

up with a few of our retail partners to bring CBD to the people at the 

lowest price in the country. 

.

Holiday shopping
LUDLOW, Vt. – Join us for holiday shopping Saturday, Dec. 

14, from 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. at the Church of Annunciation, 
located at 7 Depot St. in Ludlow. Pies, cakes, cookies, scarves, 
pocket books, puzzles, games, and more! Lunch will be avail-
able.

REGION – The AARP Foun-
dation Tax-Aide Program will 
be offering free tax assistance 

for both federal and state in-
come tax processes. This pro-
gram is for the low- to mod-

erate-income individuals who 
would like assistance complet-
ing this process. Please contact 
the following locations starting 
mid-January to make your ap-
pointment.
• Martin Memorial Hall, 5259 

Route 5, Ascutney. Call 802-
885-3933 and specify Ascutney. 
Available Tuesdays.
• Bellows Falls Area Senior 

Center, 18 Tuttle St. Call 802-
463-3907. Available Mondays 
and Thursdays.
• Chester American Legion 

Post 67, 637 Route 103. Call 
802-824-3016. Please do not call 
the Legion. Available Mondays.
• Neighborhood Connections, 

5700 Route 100, Londonderry. 
Call 802-824-4343. Available 
Tuesdays.
• Springfield Senior Center, 

139 Main Street. Call 802-885-
3933 and specify the Senior 
Center. Available Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays.

AARP Tax Assistance Program

BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

REGION – For the last few 
years, the first weekend of De-
cember means that visitors and 
locals alike have a chance to 
tour a few of the region’s best 
country inns and sample a 
few tasty treats along the way. 
This year, the Inndulgence 
Tour showcased 11 inns from 
around the region, including: 
Echo Lake Inn in Plymouth, 
the Pettigrew Inn in Ludlow, 
Castle Hill Resort and Spa in 
Cavendish, Golden Stage Inn in 

Proctorsville, Inn at Weathers-
field in Perkinsville, Hartness 
House in Springfield, Grafton 
Inn, Blue Gentian Lodge in 
Londonderry, Seesaw’s Lodge 
in Peru, Colonial House Inn in 
Weston, and Inn at Weston.
  Julie-Lynn Wood, owner 

of Golden Stage Inn in Cav-
endish and organizer of the 
Inndulgence Tour, says, “I love 
this event because it’s all about 
community. Innkeepers do-
nate their time and services by 
cooking and baking and wel-
coming guests to their inns. As 
such, we have the opportunity 

to welcome our community 
members into our properties, 
and they bring the festivity and 
cheer of the season into our 
inns.”
  Participants could purchase 

their maps ahead of time or at 
any of the inns and go at their 
own pace over Saturday and 
Sunday. Each inn offered a spe-
cial holiday treat from a nostal-
gic ginger molasses cookie to a 
warm cup of butternut squash 
bisque as well as hot chocolate 
and spiced cider.
  At Golden Stage Inn, Julie 

served decadent chocolate cake 
and a homemade hot chocolate 
as well as her bottomless cook-
ie jars, which is an experience 
that guests can typically enjoy 
during their stay. Many of the 
rooms at Golden Stage were 
also open to visitors, and par-
ticipants in the tour enjoyed 
the bee motif throughout the 
building. Golden Stage Inn 
also displayed jars of honey 
and other local products for 
sale.
  At Blue Gentian Lodge, 

guests could enjoy a variety of 
cheesecakes while watching 
Scherenschnitte paper cutting 
demonstrations. Weston artist 
Betsy Johnson displayed her 
watercolor artwork at the Pet-
tigrew Inn in Ludlow village. 
She was also present working 
on some new pieces and con-
versing with guests as they 

perused the rooms and tasted 
the warm spiced cider and the 
ginger molasses and vanilla or-
ange cranberry cookies.
  Guests along the Inndul-

gence Tour were also welcomed 
into the Hartness House in 
Springfield where they could 
explore the Christmas-festive 
public rooms, James and Lena 
Hartness guest rooms on the 
second floor, and down into 
the tunnels that led to a few of 
Hartness’s private rooms – now 
converted into a museum – 
and the turret telescope. The 
historic inn was once the home 
of former governor, inventor, 
astrologist, and amateur tele-
scope enthusiast James Hart-
ness and his family.
  Castle Hill Resort and Spa is 

also the historic home of a for-
mer Vermont governor. Allen 
M. Fletcher was governor from 
1912 to 1915 and his home in 
Cavendish does truly feel like 
stepping into a castle with high 
ceilings, a lavish oval dining 
room, and a cozy library where 
guests along the Inndulgence 
Tour could relax with a cup 
of Blue Hubbard Honey Nut 
Squash and apple bisque. 
  Echo Lake Inn in Plymouth 

may not be a former home-
stead of a Vermont governor, 

but the property has ties to 
President Calvin Coolidge 
who was born minutes away. 
Coolidge and many of his no-
table friends have frequented 
the inn and there is even a 
room named after him. Echo 
Lake Inn also served two warm 
soup options – a spicy turkey 
Andouille sausage gumbo and 
winter butternut squash apple 
bisque.
  The Inn at Weathersfield 

was only open on Saturday, 
and they served a savory frit-
ter with scallions, broccoli, 
and wild rice with a dollop of 
yogurt. Colonial House Inn 
served a breakfast frittata and 
cranberry-banana nut bread, 
and Inn at Weston served Ital-
ian meatballs. The Grafton Inn 
was open on Sunday, serving 
Grafton Village Cheese, cook-
ies, and mulled cider.
  Seesaw’s Lodge in Peru 

played host to two inn tours, 
including a historic tour out 
of Manchester. At the base of 
a few Vermont ski mountains, 
Seesaw’s Lodge hosts excel-
lent snowy views. Each of the 
rooms in the main lodge is 
named after a type of local 
tree, which is the feature wood 
for the furniture in that room. 
The rooms also contain unique 

pieces, refurbished from the 
original lodge.
  Guests had two days to ex-

plore the unique offerings of 
each of the 11 inns. For a little 
extra fun, nine of the inns had 
a designated letter on display 
that when unscrambled would 
generate a festive word. The 
scramble could then be entered 
into a raffle for a chance to win 
a gift certificate to the inn-res-
taurant of the winner’s choice. 
The Inndulgence Tour maps 
also included a second raffle 
for a chance to win a one-night 
stay at the inn of the winner’s 
choice.
  While the final number of 

participants and profits are 
still coming together, Julie es-
timates that 125 people joined 
in on the tour this year. About 
$1,500 in proceeds will be do-
nated to Springfield Supported 
Housing, a program that helps 
people in southern Windsor 
and northern Windham coun-
ties find permanent, affordable 
housing. Julie says, “Together, 
innkeepers and community 
members are able to raise a sig-
nificant amount of money to 
donate to a local nonprofit or-
ganization that serves our very 
own communities. It’s holiday 
magic!”

An insider look at Okemo Valley’s historic country inns

The grand community area and 
kitchen at Seesaw’s Lodge.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

Tasty treats and festive decor at 
Pettigrew Inn.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

A Christmas village at Hartness 
House.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

A bee motif quilt and warm fire-
place at Golden Stage Inn.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

Feels like Christmas morning at 
Echo Lake Inn.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

One of the extravagant dining 
rooms at the Castle.

PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

Early Bird 
Dinners

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Monday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FILET
MINION

8 OZ

HADDOCK
BROILED
OR FRIED

$1600 $1200

BLACK BOARD LUNCH SPECIALS
Served Monday - Saturday from 11am - 4pm

______________________________________________________________________________

• Teriyaki Steak Tips - $1000

• Maple Glazed Salmon - $900

• Fish & Chips - $800

• Chicago Prime Rib - $1300

• Baked Shrimp, Haddock, Scallops - $1300

Other Daily Black Board 

Specials Available

All Specials Include your Choice of:  

Baked Potato, Sweet Potato Fries, 

OR Regular Fries; AND a Choice of 

Vegetable of the Day OR Coleslaw. 

Excludes Holidays

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open Monday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM • Sunday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

Gift Certificates Available

(802)463-4766
On The Square • Bellows Falls, VT

www.bfoperahouse.com

“MIDWAY”
(Rated PG-13)

Saturday: 2:00pm, 5:00pm, 8:00pm

3:00pm, 6:00pmSunday:

Friday: 7:00pm

Monday: 7:00pm

Tuesday: 2:00pm, 7:00pm

 

Dec 13 - Dec 19

ALL TICKETS: $5.00
Small Popcorn $1.00 on Monday

Medium Popcorn, Soda & Most Candy $5.00

CLASSIC MOVIE 
SERIES

“WHITE CHRISTMAS” 
(NOT RATED) (1954)

Sponsored by the Watson Family

Thursday, December 19 @ 7:00pm

Wednesday, December 18 @ 7:00pm

  I think most of us 
will know about the 
Great Depression of 
the 1930s. Living in the 
country had advantages 
over living in the city. If 
you lived in Vermont 
in the 1930s, you might 
have lost your savings 
or job, but even village 
dwellers had enough 
land for a garden. Many 
knew where the deer 
lived. Everyone bar-
tered. City people were 
not so fortunate.
  My parents told me about 

the Depression, as have many 
others through the years. I 
thought I’d give you an idea 
how one local family sur-
vived those years. From Ted 
Spaulding are three pocket 
notebooks that Ted’s father 
Ed kept in those difficult 
days.
  The notebooks date from 

1931 to 1936. At the time, Ed 
and Lu Spaulding were liv-
ing in the house across the 
street from Lisai’s Market. 
Ed was a fireman at Yosemite 
Firehouse. One notebook is 
marked: “Yosemite Fire Co. 
work.” It details work Ed did 
and fires he fought. This will 
be a future article.
  I was interested to see Ed 

plowed sidewalks in Chester 
for the town in the 1930s. Ed 
was paid 40 cents an hour. I 
see other entries where he 
hired out for 25 cents an 
hour. Plowing sidewalks in 
those days was done by horse 
and plow. One of my earliest 
memories is Rob Hildreth 
plowing our sidewalks in 
Chester with a horse and 
plow.
  I imagine the plow Hil-

dreth used was similar to the 
plow Ed used. Hildreth’s plow 
wasn’t much. It was basically 
just a heavy wooden sled 
with a plow and a platform 
where the driver stood. There 
are dozens of entries where 
Ed plowed or sanded Ches-
ter sidewalks. Most days Ed 
plowed for two hours. At 40 

cents per hour Ed needed addi-
tional income.
  In the 1935 Chester Town Re-

port, I see Ed was paid $21 for 
1934 sidewalk plowing. In Ed’s 
notebook I find this entry: “Paid 
April 24 $21, 40 cents per hour.”
  In 1935 Ed was paid $3.90 

for plowing roads and another 
$41.30 for plowing sidewalks. 
With his other pursuits, Ed 
made enough to get by.
  He found part-time employ-

ment at Yosemite Firehouse. 
Here he did janitor work, 
worked on the engine, and kept 
the fire burning. All of his time 
is recorded including drying 
and rolling hoses and working 
on the new sliding door.
  Each spring, Ed plowed and 

harrowed gardens for Chester 
residents. Ed recorded his gar-
den customers by name and 
how many hours he plowed. 
Many of these entries are for a 
dollar to a dollar and a half. He 
also drew manure to spread on 
the gardens.
  I see Ed plowed four gardens 

one day in May 1934 for a to-
tal income of $5.50. This was a 
good day. There are many more 
entries for plowing gardens in 
May. This was one of his better 
sources of income.
  There are many entries for 

drawing “edgins.” By edgins he 
meant “edgings.” When a board 
is sawn off a log, the edges of the 
board would have the bark – to-
day we call this a “live edge.” The 
boards were then run through 
the edger, which removed the 
bark edges creating dimensional 

lumber. The edgings 
were sold or given 
away by the mill. 
Slabs were burned in 
sugarhouses. Edg-
ings made excellent 
kindling. Ed deliv-
ered edgings all over 
town.
  Ed had a taxi ser-

vice in those days. 
He records his many 
trips and the amount 
charged. It is clear Ed 
survived by working 
very hard and taking 

most any work he could find.
  Ted Spaulding told me that 

prior to the 1929 stock mar-
ket crash that his family had 
a little money. They lost what 
little money they had when 
their bank in Ludlow closed. 
Many banks folded during 
the Depression.
  From Ed’s notebook: “Start-

ed to run Chester Town Farm 
March 9, 1935 To be paid 
$50 per month and to have 
a woman two days a week in 
house or help to amount to 
Ten Dollars a month.”
  This story of how one local 

family survived the Depres-
sion was repeated countless 
times throughout small New 
England towns.
  People of the Depression 

saved everything. I remember 
the auction at Henry Wilson’s 
farm in Popple Dungeon 
about 1978 or 1979. Hessie 
was in charge for Bob Ul-
brich. Bob was the attorney 
for the estate. Hessie told me 
he found an old grain bag full 
of string that had been saved. 
There was a note on the bag: 
“Pieces of string too short to 
use.”

  Last week’s “whatzit” was a 
Civil War tooth extractor.

  This week’s old saying is 
from Alice Bliss. About 40 
years ago, I saw Alice in 
Gould’s Market. I asked how 
she was. Her reply: “Fair, fat 
and 40.” At the time Alice 
was better than 60.

The Great Depression

CHESTER, Vt. – This is a modern 
photo of the Yosemite Firehouse. 
It is one of the items the Chester 
Historical Society is loaning to the 
Town Hall. Each item will have a 
description. The photo was previ-
ously located at the high school 
approximately 15 years ago. 
Ron Patch would like information 
on who took the photo or where 
it originally came from to be 
included in the photo’s descrip-
tion in Town Hall. If you have 
any information, email Ron at 
knotz69@gmail.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Who took this photo?

A young Ed Spaulding with a matched pair of 
dappled horses.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join 
us at the Springfield Art and 
Historical Society facility at 65 
Route 106 in North Springfield 
Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. for another 
exciting program by our favor-
ite historical duo, Cori Santag-
ate and Myric McBain.
  Using period uniforms, arti-

facts, and equipment, materiél 
historians Cori Santagate and 
Myric McBain will discuss the 
crisis between the United States 
and revolutionary Mexico be-
tween 1910 and 1918, General 
Pershing’s expedition to cap-
ture Pancho Villa, and how the 
crisis prepared the U.S. Army 
and National Guard for mass 
mobilization during World 
War I. McBain and Santagate 
will also emphasize the roles 
of the New Hampshire and 

Vermont National Guard units 
during the border crisis.
  Admission is free and open 

to all. For more information, 

email sahs@vermontel.net or 
call 802-886-7935. Please note 
that there is no snow date for 
this program at this time.

“Rehearsal for War: the U.S./
Mexico Border Conflict” 

“Rehearsal for War” at SAHS. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
On Dec. 3, 2019, Mem-
bers Advantage Com-
munity Credit Union of 
Springfield, Vt. held a 
well-attended autograph 
signing of a Norman 
Rockwell calendar paint-
ing. Sophie Rose Rachis-
ki Aumand was his Dec. 
27, 1947 Post magazine 
cover girl and was at the 
credit union to sign pho-
tos. Rose Thow, manager 
at the credit union, orga-
nized the event.
  Sophie was a 1947 

graduate of Springfield 
High School and is now 
a very active 92-year-old. 
She said, “What a blast this was! 
I got to meet old friends that I 
hadn’t seen in years, offspring of 

families that I have known, and 
members of the community that 
were fascinating to talk with. 
This get-together was a ter-

rific blessing in my life. I want 
to thank my niece, Rose, once 
again.”

Norman Rockwell painting of 
Sophie Aumand

Sophie Aumand and Rose Thow 
at Members Advantage Commu-
nity Credit Union in Springfield.

PHOTO PROVIDED

Sophie Aumand in the 1947 painting by 
Norman Rockwell.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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opinion TAKE A BREAK

Dear Editor,

  The Springfield Garden Club 
would like to thank the civic-
minded sponsors and guests 
who made this 27th annual 
Festival of Trees a huge success. 
If you missed the event on the 
Friday before Thanksgiving, you 
can still view the trees and trim-
mings through Jan. 3 at the Great 
Hall, 100 River St. in Springfield. 
The sponsor names are there on 
the wall near the stage.
  The club appreciates the fol-

lowing local organizations who 
each decorated a tree: Clare-
mont Savings Bank, Cuppity Ka-
kes, Gallery at the VAULT, Great 
Hall Craftmakers, HB Energy 
Solutions, Kelley Sales & Service, 
Tina’s Hallmark, town of Spring-
field, VNA, and Von Bargen’s 
Jewelry. This year’s tree winner, 
voted in by attendees, was Tina’s 
Hallmark.
  The Springfield Garden Club 

is grateful to the members and 
spouses who made the event 
possible, also to Ted Foster, 100 
River Street building manager, 
and Richard Barber, who both 

provide enthusiastic assistance. 
Thank you goes to artist Dan 
O’Donnell for designing the in-
vitation again this year. The club 
would also like to thank Black 
Rock Steakhouse for the tasty, 
hot appetizers and cheerful bar 
service.
  One hundred percent of all 

proceeds goes back to serve the 
community in the form of civic 
beautification, scholarships, and 
other programs. The club would 
like to acknowledge the follow-
ing list of sponsors who gave a 
corporate donation, raffle item, 
or silent auction gift. Merry 
Christmas and Happy Holidays 
to all.
  106 Deli, Alaura’s New Nails, 

Alicia Jenks, Barbara Sanderson, 
Becky Plunkard, Bibens Home 
Center, Black River Quick Stop, 
Black Rock Steakhouse, Blair 
Books and More, Bob O’Brien, 
Boccaccios, Bradley Jackson, 
Butcher and Pantry, Byam Con-
trol & Measurement, Kathi and 
David Byam, Canvas Works, 
Chester Hardware, Christopher 

Fauver DDS, Cinemas 3, Cla-
remont Savings Bank, Copper 
Fox, Kimberly Cordner, Coun-
try Treasures, Crown Point 
Country Club, Cuppity Kakes, 
Dan O’Donnell, Darlene La-
Rochelle, Darlyn Walker, Davis 
Memorial Chapel, Jane Da-
vid and Jean Hancock, Denver 
Bryan, Drew’s Organics, Du-
Bois & King, Edgar May Health 
and Recreation Center, Endless 
Creations, Erin Hunter, Flying 
Crow Coffee Co., The Framery 
of Vermont, Free Range Res-
taurant,  Fullerton Inn, Gallery 
at the VAULT, Hannaford, HB 
Energy Solutions, Heritage Deli, 
Hubert’s, Image Tek Labels, Im-
ages, Inn at Weathersfield, Inn 
Victoria, Jake’s Market & Deli, 
Joe’s Discount Beverage, John C. 
Duff O.D., Kelley Sales & Ser-
vice, Lambert Auto, Lawrence 
& Wheeler, LBL Fabrications, 
Lihatsh Family P&S Distribu-
tors, Lisai’s Chester Market, 
MacLaomainn’s Pub, Margery 
Collins, McDonalds, Mitch’s 
Maples, Muse and Associates, 

Neil and Pat Martin, Nortrax, 
Noriko Parker, Parker and An-
kuda, Phillip J. Larkin DDS, 
Precision Valley Auto, R.B. Er-
skine Inc., Randy Adams, Sage 
Jewelry, Salon 2000, Shannon’s 
Upscale Resale, Sharon’s on the 
Common, Shaw’s, Sheri’s, Sin-
gleton’s Market, Six Loose La-
dies, Smokeshire Designs, SNAP 
Fitness, Southern Pie Company, 
Springfield Food Co-op, Spring-
field GMC, Springfield Housing 
Authority, Springfield Pharma-
cy, Springfield Reporter, Stone 
Hearth Inn, Sunshine Acres, 
Sweetie Pies, Tina’s Hallmark, 
Trout River Brewery, Tsuga Stu-
dios, Up Your Alley, Vermont 
Country Store, Vermont Pack-
ing House, Vermont Telephone 
Co., Vianor Tire Center, Von 
Bargen’s Jewelry, Walmart, Wil-
low Farm, Woodbury Florist, 
Woods’ Cider Mill, and Young’s 
Furniture & Appliance.

Sincerely,
Springfield Garden Club
Springfield, Vt.

REGION – How much do you 
really know about your employ-
er-sponsored retirement savings 
plan? If you’re like many people, 
you have many ideas about how 
your plan works, which may or 
may not be entirely accurate. Are 
the following statements true or 
false?

  Even though I’m young, I 
should still make saving for re-
tirement a priority.
  True. Because of the power 

of compounding, your youth is 
actually one of the best reasons 
to start contributing now. Com-
pounding is what happens when 
your plan contributions earn 
returns, and then those returns 
produce earnings themselves. 
Over time the effect can be dra-
matic. And the younger you 
are, the more time you have to 
let compounding work for you. 
So even if you’re struggling to 
balance rent and food with car 
loans and school loans, try to 
contribute even a small amount 
to your retirement savings plan 
on a regular basis.

  If I work two jobs, each with 
its own retirement savings plan, 
I can contribute twice the maxi-
mum limit on a pre-tax basis.
  False. The maximum amount 

you can contribute in total to 
401(k), 403(b), and SARSEP 
plans in 2019 is $19,000, plus any 
catch-up contributions if you’re 
age 50 or older. If you contribute 
to more than one plan, you’re 
generally responsible for making 
sure you don’t exceed these lim-
its. If you do exceed the annual 
limits, you will need to request 
a refund of the excess contribu-
tion amount or report the excess 
on your tax returns in both the 
year the contributions are made 
and the year they are withdrawn. 
If you’re lucky enough to partici-
pate in a 457(b) plan as well as 
one of the plans listed above, you 
may be able to contribute a total 
of $38,000 in 2019, plus catch-up 
contributions if you’re eligible.

  Once I join my plan, I can “set 
it and forget it.”
  False. Your plan decisions are 

not a one-and-done deal. Once 

you join your plan, determine 
your contribution amount, and 
choose investments, you can 
feel confident that you’ve taken 
some smart first steps. However, 
any successful retirement sav-
ings strategy depends on regular 
reviews and periodic changes to 
keep up with your changing life-
style.

  All the money in my retire-
ment savings plan is mine to 
keep, from day one.
  Maybe true, maybe not. Your 

own contributions to the plan 
and any earnings on those con-
tributions are always yours to 
keep. However, contributions 
made by your employer, as well 
as any associated earnings, may 
be subject to a “vesting sched-
ule.” 
  Some plans allow you to be-

come fully vested in employer 
contributions immediately, 
while others require you to earn 
rights to the employer contribu-
tions over a period of time, up to 
a maximum of six years or until 
you reach the plan’s normal re-
tirement age, whichever comes 
first.

  Employer matches made on 
my Roth contributions go into 
my Roth account.
  False. Employer contributions 

always go into your pre-tax ac-
count, regardless of whether 
they match your pre-tax contri-
butions or your Roth contribu-

tions. So any employer match 
on your Roth contributions will 
always be subject to income tax 
when distributed from the plan.
  However, you may be able to 

convert your employer’s match-
ing contributions to Roth contri-
butions if your plan allows. If you 
do, they’ll be subject to income 
tax in the year of the conversion. 
But a benefit of the conversion is 
that future qualified withdrawals 
of those contributions and asso-
ciated earnings will be tax-free 
at the federal, and possibly state, 
level.

  Because I contribute to my 
employer-sponsored retirement 
plan, I cannot contribute to an 
IRA.
  False. Your contributions to 

your employer-sponsored re-
tirement savings plan have no 
effect on your ability to open 
or contribute to either a Roth 
or traditional individual retire-
ment account. However, your 
participation in an employer-
sponsored plan may affect your 
ability to deduct traditional IRA 
contributions on your tax re-
turns, depending on your filing 
status and income.

  A plan loan is always a good 
idea because you pay yourself 
back with interest.
  False. If your plan permits 

loans, they typically should be 
considered as a last resort. Al-
though it is generally true that 

your loan repayments go back 
into your account, there are sev-
eral negative consequences to 
consider: the money you bor-
row won’t be working for your 
future; you may not be able to 
save anything extra while pay-
ing back the loan; the interest 
rate you pay could be lower than 
what you might be able to earn 
on the money if it remains in-
vested; if you leave your job, the 
loan may need to be repaid in 
full by your tax return due date; 
a loan defeats the whole purpose 
of your choice to participate in 
an employer-sponsored savings 
plan in the first place. Why de-
rail that smart move by taking 
money out of your account now?
  When you’re facing a finan-

cial need or even a crisis, a plan 
loan can seem tempting. How-
ever, after weighing the pros and 
cons carefully, you may conclude 
that a plan loan is not worth the 
long-term risk. This is one of the 
main reasons why financial pro-
fessionals recommend having at 
least three to six months worth 
of living expenses set aside in an 
emergency savings account so 
you can stay on track in other ar-
eas of your financial life when an 
unexpected need hits.

  If I’m nearing retirement, I 
should move all of my money 
into conservative investments.
  Generally false. Although it 

typically makes sense to gradu-

ally shift your asset allocation 
away from more aggressive in-
vestments as you age, it’s usually 
a good idea to keep a portion of 
your portfolio in stocks to help 
maintain some growth potential 
in your plan. 
  One of the biggest risks retir-

ees face is the risk of losing pur-
chasing power due to the rising 
cost of living, or even running 
out of money altogether. Main-
taining some stock investments 
even during retirement can 
help your portfolio stay ahead 
of inflation. However, these are 
just general guidelines; your as-
set allocation depends on your 
unique circumstances.

  Fortunately, I don’t need to be 
an “expert.”
  True. Regardless of how you 

did on this pop quiz, you can 
take comfort knowing you don’t 
need to be an expert to take 
maximum advantage of your 
retirement savings plan. You 
just need to familiarize yourself 
with your plan’s features, review 
your plan contribution levels, 
and investments every so often, 
and consult your plan materi-
als for any specific questions. In 
retirement plan investing, a little 
knowledge goes a long way.

  Article written by Huntley 
Financial Services. For more in-
formation, contact Mark Hunt-
ley at 888-922-1035.
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obituariesCHURCH SERVICES

Helen R. West, 1934-2019

Warren K. Hayes, 1957-2019

Toby J. Parzych, 1970-2019

John C. Montgomery, 1943-2019

Barbara J. Litchfield, 1931-2019

Patricia A. Crawford, 1952-2019

Norman F. LaCoille, 1942-2019

PLEASE NOTE
  In order to have room for each obituary we receive each 

week, we ask that submissions are limited to 350 words. We 
reserve the right to shorten any obituary. 
  Church Services are subject to space with priority given to 

obituaries. Each service is published on a rotation every two 
to four weeks. All Church Services are listed online at www.
VermontJournal.com. 
  If you have any questions, please contact Amanda at 

Editor@VermontJournal.com. 
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ROCKINGHAM, Vt. – Helen 
Rosalie Nichols West died Sat-
urday, Dec. 7, 2019, in Spring-
field, Vt., surrounded by her 
family. She passed quietly, hold-
ing hands with her youngest 
son Todd.
  Helen was born the fourth 

daughter of Albert and Fran-
cis (Rogers) Nichols in Sears-
port, Maine, Aug. 20, 1934. She 
graduated from Searsport High 
School.
  She worked at Waldo Coun-

ty Hospital in Belfast, Maine, 
where she met her husband 
James while he was a patient. 
They had four sons, Dale 
(Stephanie) of Decatur, Ga., 
Scott (Wanda) of Westminster, 
Vt., Laurel (Rebecca) of Lehigh 
Acres, Fla., and Todd (Carla) 
of Rockingham, Vt.; 12 grand-
children Jessa Westclark (Joe), 
Jamie West, Jason West (Can-
dace), Jody West and Lauren 
West Staymate (Aaron), Spen-
cer and Travis Willette, Becca 
Stockwell (Josh), Jed West (Kar-
en), Molly West (Greg), Jamie 
(Fred) and Lisa Horwitz; and 11 
great-grandchildren. Helen was 
predeceased by husband James, 
twin grandsons Eric and Corey 
West, and sister Ruth Robinson.
  Helen was a dedicated mom, 

raising her four sons almost 
single-handedly as James was 
often on the road for his job. In 
the early ‘60s, she joined the job 
market following a work acci-
dent that left James out of work 
for many months. When James 
returned to work, Helen con-
tinued the job she loved most 
as the mother of her boys. She 
would do just about anything 
for her sons – except for maybe 
iron. Helen once said, “I would 

rather take a spanking than 
iron.”
  Helen and James began their 

lives together in Sandy Point, 
Maine, before moving to Rock-
ingham, Vt. in 1969. Later years 
would find them splitting their 
time between Sebring, Fla., and 
Swanville, Maine. In Rocking-
ham, Helen was a member of 
the Loyal Order of Moose of 
Bellows Falls and Pleasant Val-
ley Grange.
  After James passed away in 

March of 2011, she came back 
to live in Vermont. There she 
had the company of two of her 
sons, most of the grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren, and 
her best friend, Fat Cat.
  A date for summer services 

will be announced later. Dona-
tions can be made to the Na-
tional Parkinson’s Foundation 
or your favorite charity.
  Helen’s family would like to 

especially thank the staff of 
Springfield Health and Rehab 
and Bayada Hospice for the 
care and love that they provided 
to our mom.

Helen R. West, 1934-2019.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – Toby 
J. Parzych, 49, of Back West-
minster Road, passed away 
Dec. 6, 2019. Toby was born in 
Southbridge, Mass., Sept. 17, 
1970, the son of Robert and 
Linda (Donais) Parzych. He at-
tended schools in Bellows Falls 
and worked as a machinist un-
til becoming disabled. He was 
a hobby mechanic – a “Mr. Fix 
It.” His family was his life.
  On Dec. 31, 2002, he married 

Christine Perry who survives. 

Also surviving are his mother 
Linda Parzych; his children 
Ryan Parzych and Kate Par-
zych, both of Springfield, Vt.; 
his brother Robert Parzych of 
Winooski, Vt.; his grandchil-
dren Sky Aumand, Soren Par-
zych, and expecting a grand-
daughter. He is predeceased by 
his father Robert.
  Services will be at a later date 

to be announced. Arrange-
ments are in the care of Fenton 
& Hennessey Funeral Home.

LUDLOW, Vt. – John C. Mont-
gomery, DDS, 76, passed away 
after a long battle with Alzheim-
er’s at Mt. Ascutney Health 
Care in Windsor, Vt. Saturday 
evening, Nov. 30, 2019. John 
was born Oct. 30, 1943 in Wil-
limantic, Conn., the son of John 
and Elizabeth (Colburn) Mont-
gomery.
  John graduated from UConn 

and then from the University of 
Michigan with a degree in den-
tistry. He then served in the U.S. 
Army Dental Corps at Fort Ben-
nington, Ga. during Vietnam. In 
the late 1960s, he married Judith 
Gleason and they had two chil-
dren: John (Allison), and Chris-
topher (Bridget). In 1978, John 
married Isabel Kennedy and 
together helped to raise her chil-
dren: Aelis, Katherine, and Sean. 
Together, John and Isabel added 
a son Michael (Lynette) to their 
family. John is also grandfather 
to Matthew and Rilon.
  Professionally, John spent two 

years practicing dentistry in 
Connecticut. In 1974, he moved 
to Ludlow, Vt., owning his own 
dental practice until his retire-
ment in 2011.
  John was a master gardener 

and fondly spent time raising 
Christmas trees at his Northside 
Tree Farm in Chester, providing 
ample spirit selling trees to many 
families at Christmas time. John 
also enjoyed fishing, especially 
bass fishing all over New Eng-

land. John enjoyed many fishing 
trips to Yellowstone, the Florida 
Everglades, in South Carolina, 
the Gulf Coast, and most of all 
in Lake Champlain. John could 
be seen walking his two westies 
every day.
  A memorial mass will be 

celebrated Thursday, Dec. 12, 
2019 at 11 a.m. at the Church 
of Annunciation in Ludlow, Vt. 
Friends may call on the fam-
ily one hour prior to the mass 
and a reception will be held in 
the church hall following the 
mass. Those wishing may make 
memorial donations to the Al-
zheimer’s Association.
  Arrangements are under the 

direction of the Cabot Funeral 
Home in Woodstock, Vt. An on-
line guest book can be found at 
www.cabotfh.com.

John C. Montgomery, 1943-2019.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Bar-
bara J. Litchfield, 88, died Tues-
day evening, Dec. 3, 2019 at the 
Springfield Health & Rehabili-
tation Center in Springfield, Vt. 
She was born Sept. 23, 1931 in 
Claremont, N.H., the daugh-
ter of Kenneth H. and Verna 
(Kempton) Burton. She attend-
ed Springfield schools, gradu-
ating in 1949 from Springfield 
High School.
  Survivors include her chil-

dren daughter Bonnie Sue 
Munson and sons Terrance, 
Paul, and Thomas Litchfield; 
five grandchildren; four great-

grandchildren; three siblings 
Marion Knox (Robert), Robert 
Burton, and Ruth Cross (Clay-
ton); and many nieces, neph-
ews, and cousins.
  She was predeceased by her 

son Rodney and infant daugh-
ter Glenda, granddaughter Su-
san Litchfield, sister Irene, two 
husbands William Litchfield 
and Robert McLaughlin, and 
sister-in-law Nancy.
  A graveside service will be 

held at a later date. Davis Me-
morial Chapel in Springfield, 
Vt. is assisting with arrange-
ments.

N. WALPOLE, N.H. – Nor-
man F. LaCoille, 77, of Spruce 
Street, passed away Sunday, Dec. 
1, 2019 after a long and coura-
geous battle with COPD. Nor-
man was born June 23, 1942, 
the son of Henri and Mildred 
(Croteau) LaCoille. He was a 
1960 graduate of Keene High 
School, served in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Vietnam War, 
and worked 33 years for Bryant 
Grinder Corp. Norman was an 
active member of the American 
Legion Post 37 and served as 
Post Commander. He was also 
a member of the Bellows Falls 
Country Club and the VFW in 
Springfield, Vt. He enjoyed play-
ing golf, woodworking, going to 
casinos, and wintering in Myrtle 
Beach.
  In 1996, he married Janice Ayl-

ward who survives. Also surviv-
ing are his children Neil LaCoille 
of Bellows Falls, Laura Hewitt 
and husband Charles of Bellows 
Falls, and Elizabeth Mercier and 
husband Paul Mercier of Wal-

pole, N.H.; his brother Stanley 
LaCoille of Cocoa, Fla.; his sis-
ters Rita Anderson of Manches-
ter, N.H. and Norma Collier of 
Folsom, Calif.; his grandchildren 
Jessica and Johannah Gleason, 
Benjamin and Alyson Hewitt, 
Kristen Cavaliere and husband 
Anthony, Chad Lawlor, Ryan 
Lewis, Noah Rohane, and Joseph 
LaCoille; his great-granddaugh-
ter Everly Clark, sister-in-law 
Kathlyne Aylward; and many 
nieces and nephews. 
  He is predeceased by his par-

ents; his sister Shirley LaCoille; 
brothers Reggie, Henry, and 
Kenneth LaCoille; his sisters-in-
law Virginia LaCoille, Eleanor 
LaCoille, Pat Houle, and Mary 
Jean Morrissette; and brothers-
in-law Herbert Anderson, John 
Collier, John Aylward, Donald 
Houle, and Roger Morrissette.
  A funeral mass was celebrat-

ed Friday, Dec. 6 at St. Peter’s 
Church in North Walpole, N.H. 
Burial followed in the St. Peter’s 
Cemetery.

WESTMINSTER, Vt. – War-
ren Kelly Hayes, 62, of West-
minster, passed peacefully Dec. 
1, 2019 at Springfield Health & 
Rehab after a lengthy illness of 
brain and lung cancer. Warren, 
“Kelly,” was born Jan. 2, 1957 in 
Bellows Falls, the son of Joan 
Kelly Hayes and Warren Henry 
Hayes. He attended the Fall 
Mountain schools and was a 
private in the U.S. Army.
  Warren made his home with 

his fiancée Anne Marie Lund 
for the past 17 years and was 
her caregiver when she fell ill in 
2017. She predeceased him Jan. 
10, 2019.
  They were pet lovers and en-

joyed their cat Monty and dog 
Cheena. They always enjoyed 
dog sitting. Anne and Warren 
called each other Archie and 
Edith from the old show “All in 
the Family.”
  Warren was a quiet man who 

spent many summers fishing 
and watching the Red Sox and 
New England Patriots. He en-
joyed his time with his grand-
son Bentley who he took fish-
ing and stacking firewood. He 
enjoyed watching him become 
his own woodworker. War-
ren also enjoyed summer trips 
to Maine with Anne and their 
dogs. Warren was employed as 
a carpenter including for S.L. 
Moore.

  Warren is survived by his 
grandson Bentley Hawley of 
Holland, Vt.; his stepdaughter 
Katie Searles of Holland, Vt.; 
and caregiver Marcy Lund-
Smith of Westminster, Vt. Oth-
er survivors include sister Su-
san Hayes Smith of Burlington, 
Michael Hayes and wife Cindy 
of Walpole, N.H., and Timothy 
Hayes of Walpole, N.H. War-
ren’s friend of 40-plus years, 
Michael Ravlin of Charlestown, 
N.H., could always be found 
giving rides to medical ap-
pointments or just keeping him 
company after the loss of Anne 
Marie.
  Bentley, Katie, and Marcy 

would like to thank the staff at 
the Springfield Health and Re-
hab for their loving and warm 
environment during the last 
nine weeks, the Visiting Nurses 
who provided hospice care, 
Westminster Cares for Meals 
on Wheels, and the Westmin-
ster Fire & Rescue and neigh-
bors who checked in on War-
ren.
  In lieu of flowers, donations 

can be sent to Westminster 
Cares, P.O. Box 312, Westmin-
ster, VT 05158 or to the Spring-
field Humane Society, 401 
Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, 
VT 05156.
  A Celebration of Life will be 

held at a later date.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Patri-
cia Ann Crawford, 67, passed 
away Monday evening, Dec. 2, 
2019 at her home in Spring-
field, surrounded by her lov-
ing family. She was born March 
1, 1952 in Springfield, Vt., the 
daughter of Donald and Flor-
ence (Hall) Farnsworth. She at-
tended Springfield schools and 
received her GED in 1995.
  On May 1, 1971, she married 

Richard Crawford in Spring-
field, Vt. He predeceased her 
Dec. 24, 2001. Patricia worked 
at Brooks Pharmacy in Spring-
field for several years; she also 
worked at Whitney Blake and 
Ben & Jerry’s.
  She is survived by two daugh-

ters Kelly Crawford and Jodi 
(Todd) Gilchrist of Springfield, 
Vt.; sister Pamela Litchfield 
of Hopkinsville, Ky.; seven 
grandchildren Cody, Cameron, 
Jameson, Ashley, Kelsey, Kyle, 
and Zachary; and also by 10 
great-grandchildren and neph-
ew Bruce Batchelder Jr.

  She was predeceased by her 
parents, her husband Rich-
ard, and by a nephew Donald 
Batchelder.
  A graveside service will be 

held at the Oakland Cemetery 
in Springfield, Vt. in the spring 
of 2020. Davis Memorial Cha-
pel in Springfield, Vt. is assist-
ing with arrangements.

Patricia A. Crawford, 1952-2019.
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, VT.
First Universalist Parish of Chester, Rt. 103. 211 North St. 
All are welcome to an evening service celebrating the coming 
Winter Solstice Sunday, Dec. 15 at 5 p.m. Enjoy beautiful music 
and choir directed by Julane Deener. Lindsay Hargis Post will be 
speaking about darkness and light, literally and metaphorically. 
Contact Melody Reed for more information at 802-875-5414.

LUDLOW, VT.
The United Church of Ludlow (UCC and Methodist), 48 
Pleasant St. 
On each Sunday of Advent, there is a special 10:15 a.m. 

service with scripture, song, and candle lighting as we await the 
birth of Jesus Christ. If your schedule keeps you from attending 
church, a simple way to be part of the Advent journey is to read 
one chapter each day from the Book of Luke at www.bible.
com. There are 24 chapters total. Call 802-228-4211 or email 
unitedchurch@tds.net. Visit us online at www.unitedchurch.us.

The Village Church, 35 Church St., Belmont, Vt.
The Sunday service and children’s church is at 9:30 a.m. 
Contact 802-259-2440 or visit www.vbch.weebly.com.

SPRINGFIELD, VT.
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, 33 Fairground Rd.
The Advent season is upon us. On Sunday, Dec. 15, the 8:30 
a.m. service of Holy Eucharist will be celebrated by Rev. Susan 
LeSueur with Karlaine Livingston on organ. On Dec. 22, the lay 
led service will be morning prayer, Rite I. For more information, 
call 802-885-2723.

Unitarian Universalist Church, 21 Fairground Rd.
On Sunday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m., join us for “Creating Holiday 
Traditions” with Sharon Mueller. Join in the Souper Sunday 
lunch and decorating of the tree following the service. For more 
information, call 802-885-3327 or go to www.uuspringfieldvt.
org. All are welcome.
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  Achievements in life are always more exciting when no one sees 

them coming. As a coach, you try to build a team or more importantly 

program, to reach the championship level. But if your school has been 

playing a certain sport for close to 50 years and has never even had a 

close call at a state title, chances are the best-laid plans could be charac-

terized as a far-fetched dream at best.

  This year’s Green Mountain boys’ soccer team is now allowed to 

dream. Against odds which were fairly high, this year’s edition of the 

Chieftains had a strong preseason, captured the all-important Josh 

Cole Tournament, kept improving, and Saturday, Nov. 2, had the Ver-

mont State Division III state championship trophy in their possession.

  Coach Cole Wilhelm had this day in mind when he took the head 

coaching position. Even he was caught off guard about the trip his team 

took him on this season. He knew the most important thing to over-

come was Green Mountain’s soccer culture. Many good things have 

happened over the years, but he saw something holding overall prog-

ress back, and he was driven to do something about it.

  “There had to be a culture change,” Wilhelm explains. “Even going 

back to when I played and before, it was so easy for some players to 

just say there is always next year. I call it ‘the curse of next year.’ There 

has always been this mentality aspect that when the team gets down it’s 

‘Who cares? We are going to lose and look to the next game.’”

  “I tried to turn it around by telling this group how many years have 

been wasted. One thing is for sure, there is no next year after you grad-

uate and the curse keeps carrying on. I told them if you think you are 

going to lose, make sure you leave everything on the field.”

  The coach felt a difference early in this fall’s preseason. This year’s 

roster was boosted by the addition of four Black River athletes. Two 

had transferred in and two were part of the equation because there 

were not enough players to field a team at Black River in the school’s fi-

nal year. Wilhelm said, “I always like to build on the last season. We had 

been 8-5-1, and I knew we had a strong returning cast and we were get-

ting some freshmen and the players from Black River, so I expected we 

would have a decent season. It really started to come together when we 

hit the end of preseason, and I started to think this might be a team that 

could make it at least to the quarterfinals and possibly the semifinals.”

  When we do a salute to a championship team like this, I customarily 

meet with the coach and the captains. The Chieftains had four captains 

this year: senior James Anderson, juniors Jack Boyle and Sawyer Pip-

pen, and sophomore Elias Stowell-Aleman.

  Green Mountain did make that possible trip to the semifinals. They 

turned back Otter Valley 2-1 in the first round and duplicated that 

score in the high stakes game with Vergennes, with both games at 

home. Most long-time soccer observers consider the Vergennes vic-

tory a big upset, but Wilhelm saw how his squad developed along the 

way and knew they were prepared to play the biggest game of their 

young soccer lives.

  “The first really significant moment for us this year was winning the 

Josh Cole. I always think your play there sets the momentum for the 

season. The second biggest step in the regular season was beating Twin 

Valley. My goal has always been to win a state championship, and if you 

can’t do it as a player, do it as a coach. 

  “Beating them is always difficult. Buddy [Hayford] always seems 

to get a hundred kids who are 6 feet 5 somehow. They always display 

physicality, and we are often afraid because of their size and the fact 

that they always beat us – not just beat us, but the curse of losing to 

them in something like a 6-0 loss. For us to go in to extra time and 

score a game winning goal was just amazing, and I think that got the 

kids really thinking, ‘If we can beat the team that went and lost to Stowe 

in the state title final, then we can beat teams like that.’”

  Wilhelm said that a couple of losses also likely prepared them not 

just for the Vergennes moment, but also the 4-3 overtime victories over 

both Winooski and Mill River. Wilhelm theorized, “Either the loss to 

Rivendell or Arlington was, in the end, important to us. In both games 

we dominated possession – we just couldn’t finish. We showed in those 

games that we could be the team to beat. We just needed to focus on the 

good that happened in those games and get better from there.”

  The coach was not the only one who noticed before the first game that 

there might be some good times ahead. Anderson said, “Once I saw how 

hard we were working and how the fundamentals were coming along, I 

was really excited about what we might be able to do.”

  Boyle mentioned, “During our preseason games, I saw us passing and 

connecting, but now – although that was good – I know we weren’t any-

where near our potential.” Boyle went on to say that the welcoming at-

titude of the Green Mountain returning nucleus towards the incoming 

players from Black River helped set the tone. He remembered, “The way 

these guys took us in made me feel I had been here for two or three years.”

  Pippen added, “I was very surprised how quickly we all jelled as a team. 

It’s like we all came together right away.” 

  The sophomore Stowell-Aleman, who attended Green Mountain soc-

cer games for years before his arrival, saw growth early. He stated, “I re-

ally liked what we had going my freshman year and I thought it would 

improve this year. I noticed in preseason that we were bonding as a team, 

and I thought we were ready to take off.”

  And take off they did, compiling a 9-5 record and landing a fourth seed 

and a first round contest with bottom seed Otter Valley. The 2-1 final 

count might be deceiving to some, but, like Vergennes, the Otters com-

peting in a heavy Division I and II schedule masked who they really were, 

including a strong defensive team who were offensively challenged. Then 

Vergennes was next on the path and the Chieftains’ success in this one 

paved their way to gain the confidence needed to land them in the ulti-

mate winners’ circle.

  Anderson shared that he could feel the vibe all around that Vergennes 

would likely be the end of the road. He related, “I know a lot of people had 

already counted us out before that game, so it was all the more fulfilling to 

beat them. So then, I started to realize, we can do this, we can win it all.” 

He continued, “The coaches had been telling us that everything around us 

didn’t matter. It was just about us against them. They said it was all about 

us playing hard and doing what we needed to do.”

  Boyle had similar reflections, noting, “By far, Vergennes was the biggest 

and strongest team we faced. To beat them we had to play one of our best 

games of the season, and we did that offensively as well as defensively. 

Once we won that one, I knew we could go far.”

  Pippen may have been a bit shocked after the Vergennes triumph, but, 

quickly came to his senses, as he told me, “It hit me after that Vergennes 

game, when the coaches said we have another 80 minutes to play. We have 

to keep this going.”

  Although he is the youngest captain, Stowell-Aleman may have seen 

more Chieftain contests in his lifetime than any current Chieftain. Re-

gardless, he has keen insight. He said, “People told me we weren’t suppose 

to win the Vergennes game because they were better than us. A couple 

of times during the regular season, people had said that too, especially 

against Twin Valley, and we won. So after we beat Vergennes, I believed 

that was definitely an accomplishment, and we believed beating anybody 

was what we were capable of.”

  Winooski was next, and this Green Mountain team fell behind 3-1 

by intermission. It had been a good ride. Wilhelm was confident there 

was more though. “Once we beat Vergennes, I believed we were going 

to beat Winooski. It was just a matter of how. We were down 3-1 in the 

second half, and this team stood up and were like ‘we are not losing 

this game.’ James Anderson scored his first of two golden goals to give 

us the wins.”

  Anderson was in place to deliver a golden goal penalty kick in the 

title clash 4-3 over Mill River. The Minutemen were another one of 

those teams who compete in the regular season with many Division I 

and II, but, at this stage of the season, it was another game for Green 

Mountain. Talking about his team’s three regulation goals in the finale, 

Wilhelm said, “On all three, we took advantage of well-placed balls 

from the side or the corner that we just got right onto and finished. 

That is our game plan, coming from the side and showing how dan-

gerous our midfielders and strikers can be.”

  Wilhelm had an 18-member squad this year, and I asked him to tell 

us a little bit about each athlete:

  James Anderson: “Senior captain who scored three game-winning 

goals in the final three games. He was instrumental in leading this 

team.”

  Alexander Kirdzik: “A senior [from Black River] started out as a 

right mid, but moved him to center defensive mid, and he really solidi-

fied in that role.”

  Bowen Stark: “A senior [from Black River] who gave 150% whenev-

er he was on the field. Really stood out in the postseason. Instrumental 

in the comeback against Winooski in the semifinal.”

  Sawyer Pippen: “A junior captain who was one of the key compo-

nents to the defense for our team. He made the crucial tackles and was 

a very technical player.”

  Skyler Klezos: “A junior goal keeper who was a rock back there, mak-

ing crucial saves and keeping us in the tough games.”

  Ty Merrill: “A junior left mid who is instrumental in our game of 

playing wide and sending dangerous balls into the middle of the field.”

  Ty Veysey: “A junior mid who is a hard worker who gives 100% on 

the field and scored some goals.”

  Jack Boyle: “A junior captain, center defensive mid. Jack was a huge 

component of our midfield game. He is strong and not afraid to use his 

strength to dominate the midfield.”

  Elias Stowell-Aleman: “A sophomore captain and right mid. He 

makes a lot of dangerous plays on the right of the field and is part of 

our game of possession and playing wide on the field. He tallies a lot 

of assists.”

  Everett Mosher: “A sophomore forward who scored 31 goals this 

season and is technically a gifted forward who has a nose for the goal.”

  Kagan Hance: “A sophomore who is Pippen’s other half in the middle 

of the defense. He is technical and not afraid to make dangerous runs 

on offense and is a solid defensive player.”

  Jayden Hinkle: “A sophomore defender who is a strong kid and not 

afraid to make dangerous runs from the defense.”

  James Birmingham: “A sophomore midfielder who works hard in 

practice and games.”

  Colby Clouart: “A sophomore midfielder who also works hard in 

practice and in games.”

  Evan Hayes: “A sophomore goal keeper who works hard in practice 

and in games. He is one of the voices on the team always keeping the 

intensity high in games.”

  Eben Mosher: “A freshman defender who had a standout year as 

a starter on the defense. He is tall and strong and not afraid to make 

crucial tackles and is a technical player and has dangerous service on 

set pieces.”

  Ben Munukka: “A freshman forward/midfielder who tallied some 

goals and is a strong player who is technical and not afraid to challenge 

in the air.”

  Liam O’Brien: “A freshman midfielder who works hard in practice 

and games.”

  Wilhelm is assisted by his best friend, Jacob Walker, and the two 

were teammates in 2011 when the Chieftain teams’ were coached by 

Walker’s father Scott. The championship was a long-time pursuit by 

Wilhelm and both Walkers, which culminated in the 4-3 overtime win 

over Mill River. 

  Wilhelm says of his coaching relationship with Walker, “We play 

good cop, bad cop for the most part, but he completes me as a coach. 

He focuses on the goalkeepers and the defense, and I handle the mid-

fielders and the offense. We have the same vision of where we want to 

go. We always fed off each other well as players, and it is the same now. 

During the season, we text non-stop on how to make things better.”

FRIDAY, DEC. 13 –

Boys basketball
Fall Mountain at Winnisquam, 

7 p.m.
Leland & Gray at Mount Saint 

Joseph, 7 p.m.
Mill River at Green Mountain, 

7 p.m.
Windsor at Bellows Falls, 7 p.m.

Girls basketball
Leland & Gray Tournament
Winnisquam at Fall Mountain, 

6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 14 –

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at Fair Haven, 2:30 

p.m.
Green Mountain at Poultney, 

2:30 p.m.
Leland & Gray Tournament Fi-

nals

MONDAY, DEC. 16 –

Boys basketball
Bellows Falls at Long Trail, 7 

p.m.
Arlington at Leland & Gray, 7 

p.m.

TUESDAY, DEC. 17 –

Boys basketball
Fall Mountain at Newport, 7 

p.m.
Green Mountain Tourney

Girls basketball

Bellows Falls at Mill River, 7 
p.m.
Green Mountain Tourney
Leland & Gray at Springfield, 7 

p.m.
Newport at Fall Mountain, 7 

p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 18 –

Boys basketball
Long Trail at Black River, 7 p.m.

THURSDAY, DEC. 19 –

Boys basketball
Green Mountain Tourney Fi-

nals
Leland & Gray at Poultney, 7 

p.m. 

Girls basketball
Green Mountain Tourney Fi-

nals

FRIDAY, DEC. 20 –

Boys basketball
Woodstock at Bellows Falls, 7 

p.m.

Girls basketball
Bellows Falls at Springfield, 7 

p.m.
Leland & Gray at Arlington, 7 

p.m.

SATURDAY, DEC. 21 –

Boys basketball
Black River at Proctor, 2:30 p.m.

Winter sports schedule, Dec. 13-21

LANGDON, N.H. – On 
Dec. 7, 2019, the Fall Moun-
tain Regional High School 
Co-Ed basketball team went 
3-0. Adding to their past 
two-year record of 22-0. 
Coach Amanda Chamber-
lain is thrilled at the players’ 
defensive play, morale, and 
game sportsmanship. 
  Other division teams are 

Stevens, Newport, Keene, 
Hinsdale, and ConVal out 
of Peterbourgh, N.H. First 
year assistant coach and 
manager – and over the last 
two years outstanding play-
er – Zach Blair added, “The 
current team plays so well 
together that they’ll be tough 
to beat on anybody’s court.”
  Fall Mountain has eight re-

maining games with the next 
home game versus Keene 
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 2019 at 3:30 
p.m.

  Coach Smokey Aumand said, 
“I thought last year’s team was 
tops, but this current crew of 
players have all stepped up and 

improved their game tremen-
dously.”

  Written by Smokey Aumand.

Fall Mountain Unified goes 3-0

Athletes Zachary Call, Owen Elliott, Riley Floyd, Nick Norton, Ma-
rissa Nutting, Zachary Nutting, Russell Putnam, Carroll Tenney, and 
Adele Towne. Partners: Gabe Allen, Alexis Byrne, Jacob Forbes, 
Carlos Grenier, Owen Marsden, Sarah Rambin, Mary Ronning, Ta-
sha Skowfoe, Morgan Snelling, and Meghan Spaulding.

PHOTO BY DIANE BEERS

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
fifth annual EdgarMay Thanks-
giving Day 5k saw a record 
turnout with 181 registered 
participants. This annual event, 
organized by the Edgar May 
Health and Recreation Center, 
starts and ends at Springfield 
Hospital. The event has grown 
each year with friends and fami-
lies celebrating the start of the 
holiday in an active and healthy 
way. The top male finisher was 
Brett Mastangello with a time 
of 17:22 and the top female fin-
isher was Makayla Early who 
finished the 3.1-mile course in 
21:28. The top male and female 
finishers took home the prized 
turkey legs.
  Other prizes given out at the 

race included Largest Family, 

which was won by the Spilsbury 
contingent of Charlestown, 
N.H. with 18 participants. The 
youngest participant was Eo-
wyn McNaughton at 7 months 
old. Kira Kamud was the partic-
ipant who traveled the furthest 
to participate; Kira was visiting 
Springfield for the holiday from 
Whitefish, Mont. 
  All proceeds from the event 

support the EdgarMay’s scholar-
ship programs, which help pro-
vide youth, seniors, and families 
the opportunity for health, well-
ness, and exercise.
  This race also represented 

the final of four races in the 
Springfield Race Series. Com-
bined with the other events, 
the Springfield Dam Run, Lace 
up for Laura, and Springfield 

Booster Dash, participants 
are vying for the top spot 
in their age group. Division 
winners will be announced in 
mid-December.
  The EdgarMay Thanksgiv-

ing Day 5k is graciously spon-
sored by Mascoma Bank, 
Springfield Medical Care 
Systems, Springfield Food 
Co-op, Bibens Ace Hardware, 
Lawrence and Wheeler Insur-
ance, the Springfield Rotary 
Club, H.B. Energy Solutions, 
and HCRS.
  For more information 

about the Edgar May Health 
and Recreation Center or to 
get involved with the 2020 
Thanksgiving Day 5k, please 
call 802-855-2568 or email 
info@myreccenter.org.

Thanksgiving Day 5k sees 
record turnout

THIS & THAT
BY BILL MURPHY

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

Green Mountain boys’ soccer team celebrates their win.
PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE
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802-875-3295
197 Elm Street • Chester, Vermont
Wed - Fri 10 am - 5:30 pm • Sat 9 am - 1 pm

Shop for the Holidays!
Receive 20% Off Framed Artworks

Offer Expires 12/21/19

802-875-2062
Route 103 Chester, VT 05143

Open 10am - 5pm Daily

    Merry 
Christmas

       AND 
      HAPPY NEW YEAR

Little Cricket Little Cricket 
ART GALLERY

Matthew Sydorowich Computer Repair  |  www.sydscompufix.com

Fine Art, Stunning Photography, Beautifully Designed Jewelry, 
Natural & Organic Skin Care Products, and so Much More!

Janie Sydorowich  |  114 Main Street, Ludlow, VT
802-228-4379  |  www.littlecricketartgallery.com

Find the Perfect Gift 
this Holiday Season

ournal

hopperLike us!   @VermontJournal

Chester Annual Christmas Dinner

All are welcome to come and join in a wonderful 
free dinner and visit with your neighbors

If you would like take-out  
delivered, please call  

Georgia at 875-6242

If you need a ride, or have 
questions, call Pat at 875-2626

Saturday, Dec. 14 at 12 Noon
at Chester-Andover Elementary School

Christmas Craft Fair
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – On Saturday, Dec. 14, from 9 a.m. 

to 3 p.m., come to the Charlestown Christmas Craft Fair at the 
Charlestown Primary School, East Street Extension, hosted by 
the Charlestown Recreation Dept. Shop two large rooms with 
40-plus vendors to get those last minute unique Christmas 
gifts. There will also be a 50/50 drawing and raffles. Draw-
ings take place at 2 p.m. You do not need to be present but 
arrangements will need to be made to pick up your prizes. 
Proceeds from this event support the youth sports programs 
and facilities in town.

American Legion Auxiliary 

Unit 36 Basket Raffle Party

LUDLOW, Vt. – The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 36 
will host their Basket Raffle Party Saturday, Dec. 14, from 
12-3 p.m. Admission fee includes a sheet of 25 chances and 
light refreshments. Additional sheets may be purchased. Win 
door prizes through the event. You do not need to be present 
to win. American Legion Post 36 is located at 133 Main Street 
in Ludlow. Call 802-228-9807 for more information.

BROWNSVILLE, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Dec. 14, the commu-
nity will have three opportuni-
ties to enjoy a narration of the 
Christmas story complete with 
Mary, Joseph, angels, wise men, 
shepherds, and their sheep act-
ing in and around the manger. 
Choose from three pageant 
times:  3 p.m., 3:30 p.m., or 4 
p.m. in Tribute Park adjacent 

to the church. Before, after, and 
in between pageants, inside the 
Fellowship Hall, there will be a 
display of Nativity scenes and 
refreshments. The story will 
be interspersed with beautiful 
Christmas songs sung by pag-
eant participants and members 
of the BCC Choir – joined by 
the occasional blatting of live 
sheep.

  A free-will offering will 
be accepted at the church 
to offset costs. The Browns-
ville Community Church 
is located on Brownsville-
Hartland Road, between Al-
bert Bridge School and the 
West Windsor Town Hall. 
For more information, call 
802-484-5944, email bc-
churchvt@gmail.com, or go 
to www.brownsvilleumc-vt.
org.

Brownsville Community 
Church Nativity, Pageant

WALPOLE, N.H. – Travel 
back in time when the Wal-
pole Players present John 
Carter’s “In Bethlehem Inn” 
at the Walpole Town Hall 
Dec. 14. Doors will open at 
6:30 p.m. and the fun begins 
at 7 p.m. You are invited to 
be a guest at the Bethlehem 
Inn and enjoy a light supper 
reminiscent of the era as the 
players celebrate the holiday 
season by reenacting the 

events of the night when two 
weary travelers arrived in Beth-
lehem to pay their taxes. Guests 
may bring a beverage of their 
choice.
  Inn guests will enjoy a hu-

morous performance by the 

players while helping to sup-
port the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf and Our Place in Bellows 
Falls, Vt.
  Tickets are available at Joanie 

Jones’ Eatery at 14 Westminster 
St. in Walpole. 

Walpole Players presents 
holiday dinner theater benefit

Walpole Players present “In Bethlehem Inn.”
STOCK PHOTO

CLAREMONT, N.H. – Na-
tional touring music revue 
A Nashville Christmas will 
perform at Claremont Opera 
House Friday, Dec. 13 at 7:30 
p.m. The concert features tradi-
tional Christmas favorites along 
with songs by classic country 
music artists such as Johnny 
Cash, Patsy Cline, Hank Wil-
liams, Loretta Lynn, Merle Hag-
gard, and others performed by 
the cast of classic country music 
revivalists, The Country Jam-
boree. The performance also 
includes guest appearances by 
Elvis Presley and Roy Orbison 
tribute artists, and Santa Claus 
has also been known to make 
an appearance at the show.
  “There is a certain magic that 

happens when you combine 
Christmas songs that are woven 
into the very fabric of American 
music with legendary classic 
country tunes…it makes for a 
very entertaining performance 
of great music,” said one of the 
show’s singers and front man, 
Major McCain. He added, “You 
can’t help but have a great time 
at this show.”
  Las Vegas Weekly quoted, 

“An incredibly entertaining 
performance,” and The Orlan-
do Sentinel said, “Lots of great 
music from beginning to end 
performed by an incredibly tal-
ented group.”
  The show tours nationwide 

with the goal of keeping the 
sounds of classic country mu-
sic and traditional Christmas 
songs in the spotlight at ven-
ues from coast to coast. “This 
legendary music cannot be 
forgotten and we’re doing our 
best to keep it in the public 
eye,” said McCain. Members of 
the group have shared the stage 
with country music artists such 
as Travis Tritt, Lynn Anderson, 
Eddie Rabbitt, Joe Diffie, Juice 
Newton, Mickey Gilley, and 
others.
  Tickets can be purchased 

online at www.claremontoper-
house.org, by phone at 603-
542-0064, or in person at the 
Opera House Box Office in 
City Hall Complex at 58 Opera 
House Square, Claremont, N.H.

A Nashville 
Christmas

Don’t miss A Nashville Christmas.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Knight Tubs • 11 Main Street, Ludlow
802-228-2260 • knighttubs.com

Service

Chemicals

Repair

Hot Tub Sales

Maintenance

Relax!
Let Knight Tubs help you take care 

of your hot tub this ski season!
The highest quality maintenance & repair 

by factory trained technicians

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpike. We’re 
the first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup

Maple Cream
Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

Chester annual 

Christmas 

Dinner

CHESTER, Vt. – On Sat-
urday, Dec. 14 at 12 p.m., 
all are welcome to join in 
a wonderful free dinner at 
Chester-Andover Elemen-
tary School. Join us and 
visit with your neighbors. 
If you would like take-
out delivered, please call 
Georgia at 802-875-6242. 
If you need a ride or have 
questions, please call Pat at 
802-875-2626.

Bellows Falls American Legion 

Post 37 Kids’ Christmas Party
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On Sunday, Dec. 15, from 1-3 p.m., 

the American Legion Post 37, 42 Rockingham St., invites all 
children 10 and younger to a Kids Christmas Party. There will 
be snacks, presents, and a visit and gift with Santa. For more 
information, call 802-463-9700.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – 
This year’s Springfield 
Schools PTA Breakfast 
with Santa event takes 
place Dec. 14, 2019, 
from 8-11 a.m., at the 
Elm Hill Elementary 
School on 10 Hoover 
St. in Springfield. The 
event features a pan-
cake, bacon, and egg 
breakfast where chil-
dren can visit with 
Santa and Mrs. Claus 
as well as visit the Elf 
Workshop. This year’s 
Elf Workshop will include 
stories from Michelle Stin-
son, Springfield’s children’s 
librarian, as well as crafts 
and a shop where children 
can pick up a special gift 
for their family members 
by donation. The gifts are 
gently used items and our 
elves will wrap them!
  Springfield’s School 

Board members are ex-
pected to be on hand to flip 
pancakes and serve up the 
eggs. Student volunteers 
from River Valley Techni-
cal Center and Springfield 
High School will help in 
the kitchen and with crafts. 
RVTC chef and faculty 
Dave Groenewald will lead 
the kitchen team. 
  “Last year, we had over 

300 community mem-
bers come out to enjoy the 
morning,” says Peggy Bo-
sley, event chair. “We look 
forward to continuing this 
tradition again this year.”
  Tickets are available at 

the door. Children 2 and 
under eat free.

Springfield Elementary 
PTA Breakfast with Santa

Enjoy Breakfast with Santa with the Springfield Elementary PTA.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – All are 
welcome to the Holiday Open 
House at the Springfield Town 
Library, 43 Main Street, Sun-
day, Dec. 15, from 3-5 p.m. 
The event is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Springfield 
Town Library and will offer 
a chance to chat over mulled 
cider, punch, and a variety of 
refreshments while the Comtu 
Players serenade us from the 
balcony with beautiful season-
al music. 
  There will be a small silent 

auction featuring a stunning 

Simon Pearce 
bowl, a Vianor 
gift certificate, 
and a lovely 
arrangement 
from Wood-
bury’s, among 
other items. 
Come and 
meet the li-
brary’s new 
director Sue Dowdell and learn 
about exciting new services 
offered by the library. There 
will also be an opportunity to 
acquire, for a donation, Bunni 

Putnam’s “History of the 
Springfield Town Library,” 
published in celebration of 
the library’s 200th anniver-
sary.

Friends of Springfield Town 
Library 
holiday open 
house

Kathi Byam, Miranda Bogardus, and Karen 
Engdahl of the Comtu Players.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MANCHESTER, Vt. – All aboard for the Polar Ex-
press Pajama Party Tuesday, Dec. 17, starting at 5 p.m. 
Your kids will love this holiday tradition with a read-
ing of the classic book “The Polar Express,” refresh-
ments of hot cocoa and cookies, and an appearance 
from Santa himself! Northshire Bookstore is located 
at 4869 Main Street, Manchester Center, Vt.

All aboard for 
the Polar Express 
Pajama Party at 
Northshire 

Join the Polar Express Pajama Party.
PHOTO PROVIDED

WALLINGFORD, Vt. – Bells 
of Joy, directed by Karen James, 
will present a wonderful holi-
day concert that is sure to lift 
your heart and spirit at Wall-
ingford Town Hall Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at 7 p.m. The concert 
will feature traditional Christ-
mas music as well as selec-
tions inspired by the Lessons 
and Carols Service from Kings 
College, Cambridge in Eng-
land, arranged specially for this 
unique instrument comprised 
of five octaves of bronze hand-
bells and five octaves of lovely 
hand chimes.
  Suggested donations at the 

door with proceeds going as a 
fundraiser to Bells of Joy with 
less than 10% to the town of 
Wallingford. Elevator entrance 
is on the east side of the build-
ing off Taft Terrace. For more 
information, contact the town 
administrator at 802-446-2872. 
This concert is presented as 
part of the Wallingford Town 
Hall Concert Series.

Bells of Joy holiday concert

Bells of Joy holiday concert in Wallingford. 
PHOTO PROVIDED
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David Chaves 
EXCAVATING

Complete Site Work
From Clearing to Finish

Grading, Roads, Foundations
Septics & Drainage Problems

Specializing In
Equine Land Development & Ponds

Family Owned & Operated Since 1980

802-824-3140
Londonderry, VT

Sculpting your  

piece of Vermont  

to fit your Dreams!

bmw 

painters
      box 6, weston, vt

• commercial & residential

• paperhanging

• drywalls

• aerial truck

• free estimates

Ray Wilcox

802-875-3391

Cell 802-384-1933

• Since 1969 •

JUDD’S

802-722-4200
6109 US Route 5, Westminster, VT 05158

Open Mon - Sat 7:30 am - 5:00 pm, Closed Sunday

POWER EQUIPMENT

AUTO REPAIR - OFFICIAL INSPECTION STATION

MONDAY, DEC. 09, 2019

Click on a mountain to open a more detailed report in a new 
tab, providing ticket prices, trail details & maps, and more!

Check the Snow Report at 
www.VermontJournal.com

Sales • Service • Repair
Certified BRP Dealer

802-875-2020
78 Elm Street, Chester, VT • www.BennyPower.com 

MONTPELIER, Vt. – Finding 
a gift that will continue to give 
for a full year is a challenge, but 
the Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department has a solution on 
their website – a license gift 
certificate for hunting and fish-
ing licenses.
  “It’s a perfect gift for a friend 

or family member who hunts or 
fishes,” said Fish and Wildlife 
Commissioner Louis Porter. 
“You can go to our website, fill 
out the gift certificate and pay 
for it online, and then print the 
certificate to present to your re-

cipient.”
  The gift certificate has a link 

in the license section of the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 

website, www.vtfishandwild-
life.com. The person who 
receives the certificate must 
go to the website to redeem 
their certificate and purchase 
their licenses.
  “If you have a friend or 

relative who hunts or fishes, 
this is an easy gift-giving so-
lution,” said Porter. “The gift 
certificate will cover licenses 
for 2020 or for licenses in fu-
ture years.”

Fish & Wildlife has online 
license gift certificates

Vermont Fish & Wildlife’s license gift certificate is available on 
their website at www.vtfishandwildlife.com.

PHOTO PROVIDED

MONTPELIER, Vt. – 
Vermont’s loons are thriv-
ing with a record 101 
nesting pairs recorded 
statewide in 2019, the 
highest since loon moni-
toring began in 1978, ac-
cording to the Vermont 
Fish and Wildlife Depart-
ment and Vermont Center 
for Ecostudies.
  “Seventy-five of the 

loon nests successfully 
produced 115 chicks this 
year,” said wildlife bi-
ologist Eric Hanson with 
VCE. “Although there 
were losses, 87 chicks 
survived through August, 
which exceeded the past 
five-year average survival of 
73 percent.”
  VCE leads the Vermont 

Loon Conservation Proj-
ect in partnership with the 
Vermont Fish and Wildlife 
Department. “We are very 
grateful to Eric Hanson and 
the many volunteers who 
help monitor Vermont’s 
nesting loons,” said Fish 
and Wildlife’s bird biologist 
Doug Morin. “The loon has 
been the flagship species of 
our nongame work since the 
nongame tax check-off and 

conservation license plate pro-
grams began to help fund these 
efforts.”
  “Vermont’s loon project is 

a tremendous success story, 
with only seven nesting pairs 
producing nine chicks in 1983 
growing to more than 100 nest-
ing pairs this year,” added Mo-
rin.
  Loons were removed from 

Vermont’s endangered species 
list in 2005 following decades 
of recovery efforts. One of the 
main threats still facing loons 
as they continue to recover is 
human disturbance during the 

breeding sea-
son.
  “Many ar-

eas where 
loons are 
nesting on 
Ve r m o n t ’s 
lakes are 
surrounded 
by signs re-
m i n d i n g 
people to 
give loons 
the space 
they need, 
but not all 
nesting areas 
are marked,” 
said Morin. 

“We ask people to enjoy loons 
from a distance, whether they 
are in a motorboat, a canoe, or 
a kayak.”
  Morin also reminds people to 

avoid lead fishing tackle. Loons 
sometimes swallow stray fish-
ing tackle and suffer the effects 
of lead poisoning. Lead sink-
ers weighing one-half ounce or 
less are prohibited for fishing 
in Vermont. And, he recom-
mends that anglers be careful 
to not attract loons to their bait 
and lures, and especially don’t 
leave any fishing line behind as 
fishing tackle does kill loons.

Nesting loons record year

A record 101 pairs of loons nested in Vermont in 2019 
with 87 chicks surviving through August.

PHOTO BY MITCH MORASKI

WALPOLE, N.H. – The 
Cheshire County Conservation 
District is excited to announce 
the launch of a new grant pro-
gram that will provide small 
grants up to $1,500 for wildlife 
habitat improvement projects. 
The Conservation Opportunity 
Fund’s mission is to provide 
funding for owners of small 
tracts of land who are inter-
ested in improving the wildlife 
habitat on their property. This 
program is a new, annual op-
portunity to support environ-

mental stewardship and the 
ecological integrity of Cheshire 
County.
  There is $3,000 available in 

the 2020 funding cycle. Awards 
no greater than $1,500 will be 
considered. The CCCD re-
quests proposals from land-
owners of small tracts of land, 
less than 25 acres, who seek 
funding to make meaningful 
long-term impact on wildlife 
habitat and biodiversity. Eli-
gible applicants include indi-
viduals, businesses, farmers, or 
forestland owners.
  Types of projects eligible to 

receive funding from the Con-
servation Opportunity Fund 
include installation of native 
pollinator habitat; installation 

of rain gardens; creation and 
maintenance of early succes-

sional habitat; creation of vege-
tated buffers on surface waters; 
or conversion of lawns or fields 
to native plant gardens. The list 
of project ideas is not exhaus-
tive – if you have a project idea 
that is not listed above, please 
call the CCCD office to inquire 
about eligibility.
  Request for proposals and the 

2020 application forms, along 
with some resources related to 
eligible projects, can be found 
on the CCCD’s website at www.
cheshireconservation.org/con-
servation-opportunity-fund.
  Completed applications are 

due to the CCCD no later than 
March 1, 2020 and can be sub-
mitted digitally or by hard copy 
in the mail. Applications must 
be postmarked or received by 
email by the due date. Pro-
posals can be mailed to Con-
servation Opportunity Fund, 
Cheshire County Conservation 
District, 11 Industrial Park Dr., 
Walpole, NH 03608 or emailed 
to amanda@cheshireconserva-
tion.org. Successful grant appli-
cants will be notified of award 
by mid-April 2020.

Conservation Opportunity Fund

Cheshire County Conservation District launched a new grant pro-
gram for wildlife conservation.

PHOTO PROVIDEDournal
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classifieds

art
GALLERY AT THE VAULT
A Vermont State Craft Center 

Something for every Santa!

68 Main St. Springfield, VT

www.galleryvault.org    802-885-7111

HOLIDAY HOURS: Open Fri. until 7:00

Sun./Mon. 11:30-2:30  Wed.-Sat. 11-5:30

Give a class as a gift:
Painting with Rob O’Brien & Robert Carsten, 

Gemstone Trees with Lyn Parker Haas

Felted Snow People with Sue Carey

Calligraphy with Jorika Stockwell

Wood Carving with Phil Morgan

and more.

(12/31/19)

SMS DESIGNS
Graphic Designer Shawntae Webb can help you design your 
logos, advertisements, magazines, books, and other publication 
layouts, and more. Call 802-289-4389 or email shawntae_stillwell_
sms@yahoo.com.

bakery
CROWS BAKERY & OPERA HOUSE CAFE
Celebrating 20 years in business with yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, 
Breads, Cookies. Full Breakfast & Lunch. 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 
802-226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on Facebook. 
(03/03/20 TFN-13)

builders/contractors
PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of construction. Fram-
ing, finish carpentry, custom showers and tile work, hardwood 
flooring, decks, roofing and siding. Fully insured and registered 
with the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Located in Proc-
torsville. 802-226-8125 (02/25/20 TFN-13)

ALBERTI LANDSCAPE AND CONSTRUCTION
Professional landscape solutions and lawn care. Schedule a 
clean-up or mulch installation. Also providing home improve-
ment and remodeling services. Call Alex 802-451-6112. (04/07/20)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, VT 05153, 802-
226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM 
(08/18/20 TFN-52)

cleanouts 
A BARE CLEANING
Basements, attics, houses, barns. Household items and junk 
removed. Free estimates, insured. Call Reg at 802-376-4159. 
(02/25/20)

firewood & building 
materials

AMP TIMBER HARVESTING, INC.
Firewood for Sale: Cut, Split, and Delivered. Prices vary by location. 

Slab wood available for firepits and sugarwood. 

Rough Sawn Lumber, Custom Sawing.

Pine Boards, Framing Lumber, Hardwood Furniture Stock. Based 
out of Chester. Serving Chester, Springfield, Windham, and sur-
rounding areas. Dennis Allard: 802-254-0680. Billy Parker: 802-874-
7260.  (12/24/19 TFN-13)

home improvement
ROSE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT
Booking for winter needs including walkways, shoveling, and roof 
clearing. Also offer carpentry, interior & exterior painting, window 
& door replacements, window cleaning, vinyl siding washing, 
pressure washing, drywall repairs, and odd jobs. 802-226-7077 or 
802-591-0019. Cavendish, Vt. (04/28/20 - 26)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, patios, walls, 
steps, restoration and repairs. Fully insured, free estimates. Con-
tact Gary Moore at 802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com  
(09/08/20 TFN-52)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory 
(802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

Hi! My name’s Panda and I’m a 
4-year-old spayed female. I came 
to Lucy Mackenzie when my last 
home didn’t prove a good fit for 
me. And, boy, do I like to fit! One 
of my favorite things to do in the 
whole wide world is to “burrow 
into things” – you’ll often find me 
curled up somewhere. I’m so af-
fectionate and a real snuggle-bug 
who really loves to find peace and 
comfort in her “hidey-holes.” Like 
my animal namesake, the panda, 
I have a big heart. Seriously, I’m 
sweet as can be. So, if you’d like 
an adorably cute little snuggle-bug 
in your life, look no further than 
me. I promise you I’ll likely be just 
the gal for you!

Lucy Mackenzie Humane Society
4832 Route 44, West Windsor, Vt.
802-484-5829

www.lucymac.org
Tuesday through Saturday, noon-4 p.m.
Serving the towns of Andover, Baltimore, Cavendish, Chester, Grafton, Londonder-
ry, Ludlow, Springfield, Weathersfield, Weston, and Windsor

pet of the week

ANSWERS TO TAKE A BREAK!AUCTION
N. SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Auction 
held Dec. 14, 2019 at 11 a.m. 
at 96 Route 106 N. Spring-
field. 802-683-7104. To be 
auctioned: 
Eugenia Emerson Units #17, 
56, 57
Nicholas Arcadi Unit # 73
Andy Aldrich Unit #159
Robert Spaulding  Unit # 166
Dylan Davis Unit #195
Orion Pfenning Unit #197
(12/17)

CHURCH 
MUSICIAN 
WANTED
JAMAICA, Vt. - Musician wanted 
for Jamaica Community Church. 
One 10 am Sunday morning 
service, one evening service 
during Lent and Christmas Eve. 

Ability to accompany soloist/
choir. Send letter of interest to 
Worship Committee JCC, PO 
Box 54, Jamaica, VT 05343. 
(12/17)

FARM
MANCHESTER CENTER, Vt. – 
Visit North Meadow Farms. 
Petting Farm, Artisanal Cheese, 
Playground, Farm Fresh Eggs, 
Raw Milk, Humanely Raised 
Beef, and Wilcox Ice Cream. 
726 North Road. 802-375-
5658. (12/31)

FIREWOOD 
FOR SALE
REGION - Mountain and Valley, 
cut split delivered green fire-
wood. $185 per cord. Seasoned 
firewood $250 per cord. Within 
20 miles of Perkinsville, Vt. 802-

263-5939. (12/17)

FOR RENT
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Office 
space for rent. First floor, utilities 
included, great location. Call 
802-463-4218. (12/17)

LUDLOW, Vt. – South Main 
Street (1) one bedroom, (1) two 
bedroom, (1) three bedroom, 
and (1) four bedroom. Utilities 
included. Immediate occupancy. 
Call 802-228-5403. (12/17)

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – Avail-
able apartments: 2, 3, 4 bdrm, 
H/HW, W/D hookups. Rent 
30% of income, Income limits do 
apply. Equal Housing Opportu-
nity. Contact Kathy 463-9863. 
(12/24)

FOR SALE
N. WALPOLE, N.H. – 2010 

Nissan Versa, original owner, 
98,000 miles. $4,500. In excel-
lent condition. 603-721-9074. 
(12/17)

MOVING SALE
WALPOLE, N.H. - Woodwork-
ing and hand tools, cabinets, 
shelves, gardening tools, pots, 
household items, fridge, small 
appliances, and more. Saturday 
& Sunday, Dec. 14-15, 8 a.m.-3 
p.m. at 137 Maple Grove Rd. 
Walpole, N.H. (12/17)

WOOD 
BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS 
save up to 30% of the system 
and installation cost on a Maxim 
wood pellet boiler. Contact New 
England Outdoor Furnaces at 
603-863-8818. (TFN) 

ADVERTISE 

WITH US 

ONLINE!

We can build your 

ad and link it to any 

website you want!

WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

Place a 
CLASSIFIED AD
List your Classified Ads with us for 4 
Weeks and get the 5th Week FREE!
All Classifieds are uploaded to our Website at No Additional Charge!

Please email Shawntae at Ads@VermontJournal.com for rates and more information. 
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arts & entertainment

CHESTER, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 11 
a.m., Whiting Library 
on Main Street in Ches-
ter will offer an “In-
troduction to Chinese 
Calligraphy” workshop. 
Please join us when we 
will cover the basics 
of calligraphy: how 
to hold a brush, how 
to write basic strokes, 
how to write standing. 
Though methods vary 
from teacher to teacher 
within China, there are 
fundamentals which are 
common and of great 
importance. Instructor Jona-
than Root will provide extend-
ed examples and books detail-
ing the styles of Ou-Yang-Xun 
and Yan-Zhen-Qing.
  The Chinese language itself 

has developed over an extend-
ed period of time, dating back 
to ancient images of 19th-cen-

tury B.C., shell and bone char-
acters of 18th-century B.C., 
to the modern-day character 
structure which has seen little 
change after the conclusion of 
the Han dynasty around 588 
A.D.
  The name given to the regu-

lar script used in most forms 

of communica-
tion today is called 
“Kai Shu.” When 
studying calligra-
phy in China, it 
is most common 
to model a select 
group of famous 
c a l l i g r a p h e r s , 
most notably Ou-
Yang-Xun and 
Yan-Zhen-Qing, 
both of the Tang 
Dynasty. Other 
common styles 
include cursive 
script “xing shu” 
and grass script 

“cao shu.”
  Jonathan Root was raised 

in Chester, Vt. His formal ac-
ademic training is in math-
ematics. After graduating 
with a Ph.D. in mathematics, 
he spent two years in China 
teaching and studying Chi-
nese language and culture.

Introduction to Chinese 
Calligraphy at the library

A calligraphy piece by Jonathan Root.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Why 
are turkeys called turkeys? 
What are sugarplums any-
way? What’s the story of 
chocolate? Why do the Irish 
eat corned beef and cabbage 
on St. Patrick’s Day? And 
who invented lemonade? 
Join us at the Springfield 
Town Library Saturday, Dec. 
14 at 11 a.m. for a fun explo-
ration into the answers to 

these questions and more.
  The history of what and how 

we eat includes everything 
from the prehistoric mammoth 
luau to the medieval banquet 
to the modern three squares 
a day. Presented by writer Re-
becca Rupp, this talk explains 
the rocky evolution of table 
manners, the not-so-welcome 
invention of the fork, the awful 
advent of portable soup, and 

the surprising benefits of fam-
ily dinners – plus some catchy 
information on seasonal foods.
  Free, accessible, and open 

to the public. This Vermont 
Humanities Speakers Bureau 
event is hosted by the Spring-
field Town Library, 43 Main 
Street, Springfield, Vt. For 
more information, call 802-
885-3108 or email stlas@ver-
montel.net.

“Soup to Nuts: An Eccentric 
History of Food” with Rupp

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – 
Main Street Arts is holding au-
ditions for its winter produc-
tion of the musical “Cabaret,” 
scheduled for performances 
in mid-March. Auditions are 
Thursday, Dec. 12 at 7 p.m., 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 2:30 
to 5:30 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 
15 at 6:30 p.m., including call-
backs. Those auditioning only 
need to attend one session.
  Rehearsals will begin in Jan-

uary and will typically be held 

two evenings a week and week-
end mornings. Performances 
are the middle two weekends 
in March. Those auditioning 
should expect to read from the 
play and work into a scene or 
two. Anyone not able to attend 
an audition may contact direc-
tor David Stern at dstern@main-
streetarts.org or 802-376-4761 to 
arrange an alternative time or to 
send a video.
  The audition will entail sing-

ing a solo song section, learning 

and performing a dance com-
bination in small groups, and 
perhaps reading small scene sec-
tions from the script. The latter 
will especially happen during 
callbacks. 
  “Cabaret” explores the dark, 

heady, and tumultuous life of 
the city’s natives and expatriates 
as Germany slowly yields to the 
emerging Third Reich.
  Further information about 

Main Street Arts is available at 
www.mainstreetarts.org.

MSA auditions for “Cabaret”

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – On 
Dec. 15 at 4 p.m., Black Sheep 
Radio welcomes back guitar duo 
John Stowell and Draa Hobbs for 
a return engagement of world-
class jazz at Stage 33 Live.
  John Stowell, based on the 

West Coast, is influenced as 
much by pianists and horn play-
ers as by guitar players, and 
his original take on harmony, 
chords, and improvisation sets 
him apart. He tours, records, and 
teaches internationally, and has 
been a contributing columnist 

for Downbeat, Guitar Player, 
Soundcheck, Guitar Club, and 
other influential publications. 
  Draa Hobbs grew up in Chi-

cago and has made his home in 
southern Vermont. He studied 
with the legendary Jimmy Raney, 
Attila Zoller, Gene Bertoncini, 
and Peter Lietch, performing in 
NYC, Burlington, Maine, and 
points in-between.
  Preceding the concert, there 

will be an intimate master class 
for guitarists and other string 
players addressing melodic and 

harmonic minor modes, triads, 
voicings, comping, and other 
techniques. Limited to not more 
than 10 students; advance reg-
istration is recommended. The 
class begins at 2 p.m.
  The concert begins at 4 p.m. at 

33 Bridge St. Only 40 chairs are 
available. Attendees may bring 
their own seating to set up be-
hind the house chairs.
  Get advance tickets, register 

for the master class, and find 
more information at www.stage-
33live.com.

Jazz guitar duo in Bellows Falls
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calendarREAL ESTATE/LEGAL NOTICES

GRAFTON

802-843-2390

CHESTER

802-875-2323

SPRINGFIELD

802-885-8282
NEWFANE 

802-365-4311

Updated Antique Farmhouse

34+/-Acres & Great Location!

4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $418,500

Unique Contemporary Home

3 Car Garage w/Storage

4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

Springfield, $179,000

Immaculately Cared Double
Wide Home on Beautiful Lot

3 Bedrooms, 1.5 Bath

Hinsdale, NH, $39,000

27.19+/- Acres Tucked Away!

Hunt, Hike, or Snowmobile
Level, Partially Wooded

Chester, $115,000

Carefully Crafted Timber Frame 
5+/- Acres w/Convenient Location!

3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths

Chester, $299,000

1840’s Cape w/3 Car Garage

2nd Floor Apartment
2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms 

Springfield, $95,000

Expanded Cape w/ Fabulous Views
Pond, Perennial Gardens, Garage,

 Barn 3 bedroom, 3 bath
Windham $339,750 

Peaceful Ranch on 50+/- Acres!
Spacious Living Room w/Fireplace

3 Bedroom, 1.5 Baths

Springfield, $250,000

Contemporary Country Treasure!

5 Acres of Wooded & Open Land

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths

Grafton, $274,900

Energy Efficient Country Cottage!
Large Deck & Covered Porch

1 Bedroom, 1 Bath

Springfield, $64,500

191.8+/- Acres of Prime Land!

Subdivision Potential & 
Possible Views!

Townshend, $339,000

39.9+/- Country Acres!

Potential Building Site and 
Views with Clearing.
Rockingham, $44,900

Barrett & Valley
 Associates Inc.

“Professional Real Estate Services”  

www.barrettandvalley.com
39 Pleasant Street, Grafton

Two properties, three units. About the only 

thing these two properties share is the driveway 

and a great location in Springfield. Combined 

they have .5+/- acres. The two-unit multi is nicely 

done with 1-2 bedrooms in each unit and finished 

living space. Separate heating systems and electri-

cal. Very nice. The home next door needs rehab. 

The rehab project has been started, needing 

finishing. Offers great possibilities and abundant 

living space, detached garage/storage. REDUCED 

TO $115,000

Have you thought about a rehab? This property 

is located on the outskirts of town just off the 

State Highway with 1.3+/- acres. Includes two 

stories of living space with approximately 1600 

square feet of living space. With Kitchen, Living 

Room, Den, Three Bedrooms, Full Bath, Enclosed 

porch. JUST REDUCED TO $39,900

Highly visible 1800+/- Square Foot Property 

located in downtown Springfield within walking 

distance to Post Office, Town Office, Library, 

Banks, Eateries, storefronts and so much more. 

This property is currently set up with two resi-

dential rental units and one office space (one on 

each floor). Priced below assessment. Imagine the 

possibilities! REDUCED TO $65,000

Country Cabin in Chester with 30.5+/-acres. Is 

easily accessible off a town maintained road. This 

Log Home is a great opportunity to own a large-

Parcel of Land (in current use) to self sustain with 

mostly wooded acreage and a couple open acres 

for gardening or yard. A tidy home with screened 

porch, front deckand cozy interior with kitchen/

dining area, bedroom 3/4 bath, livingroom with 

woodstove. Basement for additional storage. 

$195,000

Professional Friendly Service
13 Clinton Street • Springfield, VT 05156
802-885-2500 • www.musevermont.com

Lori Muse, 
Broker/Owner

Carol Cole, 
REALTOR

TOWN OF CHESTER

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
TRUCK DRIVER/EQUIPMENT OPERATOR/

LABORER

The Town of Chester has a full time employment 
opportunity available in its Public Works Depart-
ment.  This job is specific to the position of Truck 
Driver/Equipment Operator/Laborer and includes 
work involving heavy equipment operation, dump 
truck operation and snow plowing.  In addition, this 
position performs a variety of unskilled and semi-
skilled maintenance work, and operates a variety of 
equipment in the construction, operation, repair, 
maintenance and replacement of town roads and 
storm drain facilities and systems.  

A CDL is required for all applicants.  Two years of 
experience is preferred.

Please submit Employment Application and Resume 
to the Chester Town Manager’s Office, 556 Elm 
Street, P.O. Box 370, Chester, Vt, 05143 no later than 

3:00 p.m. on December 13, 2019.  

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD (DRB)

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL – 2nd floor

US Rt. 5, Westminster

Legal Notice

The Westminster Development Review Board will 
meet at 6:30 pm on Monday, January 6, 2020 to 
consider the following:

Application #20-28 (Louis & Nancy Blanchard) – 

property located at 97 School Street. The Applica-
tion is requesting the installation of a pre-construct-
ed one car LaValley’s garage in the Historic Village. 
This Application will be reviewed under Section 311 
Site Plan Review; Section 445 Village District Zone; 
and Article IX Historical Preservation Overlay Dis-
trict of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Application #20-30 (Father’s Restaurant) – prop-
erty located at 7079 US Route 5. The Applicant is 
requesting a “Revised” permit for actual built struc-
ture versus what was previously permitted. This 
Application will be reviewed under Section 311 Site 
Plan Review; and Section 444 Commercial/Industri-
al District Zone of the adopted 2017 Zoning Bylaws.

Participation in the proceeding is a prerequisite to 
the right to make any subsequent appeals. 

The application is available for review in the West-
minster Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5 Westminster, 
Vermont 05158, Monday – Friday from 8:30 am - 
4:00 pm.

Town of Westminster 
P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722- 4524 Fax 802-722-9816

TOWN OF CHESTER

TOWN HEALTH OFFICER 

POSITION AVAILABLE

The Town of Chester is searching to fill the position 
of Town Health Officer.  The primary roles of a 
Town Health Officer include: 

  1.  Investigating when information is received 
about a condition that may be a public health haz-
ard.
  2.  Enforcing the provisions of Title 18 and the 
rules and permits issued by the Health Department.  
  3.  Preventing, removing or destroying any public 
health hazard, or mitigating any significant public 
health risk in accordance with provisions of Title 18.
  4.  Taking necessary steps, in consultation with 
the Health Department, to enforce all orders issued 
pursuant to 18 V.S.A. Ch. 3.

The full text of Chapter 3 of Title 18 is available 
online at legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chap-
ter/18/003.   

Please submit a Resume and Letter of Interest no 
later than 3:00 p.m. on December 30, 2019 to the 
Chester Town Manager’s Office, 556 Elm Street, P.O. 
Box 370, Chester, Vt, 05143.  

CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS
DEC. 16 –
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Neighborhood 
Connections will be 
hosting an advanced 
care planning event 
Monday, Dec. 16, from 
12:30 – 1:30 p.m., with 
Cindy Bruzzese, MPA, 
MSB, executive director of 
Vermont Ethics Network. 
Cindy will cover planning 
for future health care 
needs; topics related to 
advance care planning; 
and tools available in 
Vermont to document 
health care decisions. The 
program provides free 
information and resources. 
Space is limited, so please 
call 802-824-4343 to 
register.

DEC. 18 –
GRAFTON, Vt. – Free 
battery backup workshop 
at Grafton Elementary 
School Wednesday, Dec. 
18 at 6 p.m. hosted by 
VTel. 

THURSDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Six 
Loose Ladies is offering 
a separate skill building 
workshop on the third 
Thursday of the month, 
starting Thursday, Jan. 16 
at 6 p.m. geared toward 
those who want to move 
on to more challenging 
projects. Participants must 
be able to cast-on, knit, 
and purl confidently. If 
you’re not there, please 
check into our basic learn 
to knit class. The skill 
building workshops are 
free, but you must reserve 
a spot by calling the shop 
at 802-875-7373 or email 
6looseladies@gmail.com.

FRIDAYS – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
family fun art and music 
nights run second Fridays, 
starting at 6 p.m., open 
to people of all ages. We 
encourage families and 
friends to build community 
and come “exercise your 
creativity.” Try something 
new, make mistakes, 
learn, and try again at the 
Springfield Art Gym on 
62 Clinton St., Springfield. 
Visit www.facebook.com/
springfieldartgym.

CLUBS
DEC. 16 – 
CHESTER, Vt. – Fun 
Yankee Swap at Chester 
Senior Citizens Club 
monthly luncheon meeting 
Monday, Dec. 16 at 11:30 
a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall at the Chester 
Congregational Church on 
Main Street. Just bring a 
gift-wrapped fun and/or 
unique item from home or 
a purchased item ($5 limit) 
and enjoy the fun! Please 
also bring your place 
setting and a food item to 
share, if you can. If not, 
come anyway! Hope you 
can join us. If you need a 
ride, call Georgia at 802-
875-6242.

COMMUNITY 
MEALS
DEC. 14 – 
CHESTER, Vt. – Chester 
annual Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 
noon at Chester-Andover 
Elementary School. 
Free dinner and all are 
welcome. If you would 
like take-out delivered, 
call Georgia at 802-875-
6242. If you need a ride, 
call Pat at 802-875-2626.

DEC. 16 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Greater Falls Connections 
to host their annual 

Community Holiday 
Dinner Monday, Dec. 16, 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m., at 
the First Baptist Church in 
Bellows Falls. If you’d like 
to help with preparations 
or clean up, email deb@
greaterfallsconnections.
org.

DEC. 17 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Black River 
Valley Senior Center is 
hosting our free Holiday 
Lunch Tuesday, Dec. 17, 
starting at 11:30 a.m. 
Open to the public. We 
will serve hot turkey 
sandwiches and all the 
fixings. Please call the 
senior center at 802-228-
7421 to register or get a 
ride, or just stop by the 
center at 10 High St. This 
will be our last home-
cooked meal until after 
the holidays, but Meals on 
Wheels lunches will still be 
served.

DEC. 18 – 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – 
Fall/Winter Soup 
Social at Neighborhood 
Connections Wednesday, 
Dec. 18 at noon at 
the Meeting Place 
at Neighborhood 
Connections. Meals 
are free; donations are 
welcome. Residents of 
all ages are welcome. 
Any questions including 
transportation needs, 
please call Neighborhood 
Connections at 802-824-
4343.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
Community Dinner at 
the Church of Christ 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
doors open at 6 p.m., 
at 972 Chester Rd. 
in Springfield. Menu 
includes ham, corn, 
mashed potatoes, rolls, 
and cupcakes. Beverages 
will include lemonade, 
milk, coffee, and tea. For 
details, contact Puggy 
Lamphere at 802-886-
2670, Glenn Olney at 
802-885-6683, Tom Snow 
at 802-885-1614, or Ed 
Wilkins at 802-886-3065.

TUESDAYS –
WEATHERSFIELD, Vt. – 
Monthly potluck, third 
Tuesdays at noon at the 
Perkinsville Community 
Church vestry, located at 
33 Church St. Bring a hot 
dish, salad, or dessert, 
and have a nice visit. 
For more information, 
contact Lorraine Zigman at 
802-263-5245 or email 
lzigman@comcast.net.

WEDNESDAYS –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Free 
community lunch at the 
First Congregational 
Church in Springfield, 
77 Main St., on the third 
Wednesday of the month 
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. All are welcome.

SATURDAYS –
CHESTER, Vt. – Gassetts 
Grange Community 
Breakfast is on the second 
Saturday of the month 

from 8-9:30 a.m. Menu 
includes bacon, sausage, 
sausage gravy on biscuits, 
eggs, homefries, pancakes 
(blueberry & plain), toast, 
real VT syrup, OJ & 
tomato juice, coffee, tea, 
or cocoa. Cost per person.

EVENTS
DEC. 13 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls Downtown 
Development Alliance’s 
Ladies Night in Bellows 
Falls and vicinity is Friday, 
Dec. 13, from 4 – 9 p.m., 
with shopping specials, 
dining, music, and 
tastings. For details, visit 
www.bellowsfallsvt.org.

DEC. 14 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The 

United Methodist Church 
annual Cookie Walk Sale 
will take place Saturday, 
Dec. 14, from 10 a.m. – 1 
p.m., during the Farmers’ 
Market at 10 Valley St. 
in Springfield. Come get 
your Christmas cookies 
and check out the Farmers’ 
Market while you’re here! 
Everyone is welcome.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Farmers’ 
Market will be holding a 
holiday market Saturday, 
Dec. 14, from 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m., at the United 
Methodist Church on 
Valley Street in Springfield.

LUDLOW, Vt. – The 
American Legion Auxiliary 
Unit 36 will host their 
Basket Raffle Party 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 

noon - 3 p.m. Admission 
fee includes a sheet of 
25 chances and light 
refreshments. Additional 
sheets may be purchased. 
Win door prizes through 
the event. You do not 
need to be present to win. 

American Legion Post 36 
is located at 133 Main 
Street in Ludlow. Call 
802-228-9807 for more 
information.

DEC. 17 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join us 
for a Rumi local 



P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

2013 Audi A-4

2014 Chevy 1500

AWD
4 Cylinder
Auto
Sun Roof

Extended Cab
6 Cylinder
Auto
LT

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Filter & Lube Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 12/31/19

2011 Toyota RAV4
4WD
4 Cylinder
Auto
Loaded

2018 BMW X-6
AWD

Sun Roof
Fully Loaded

Only 15,000 Miles

2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV
4WD

6 Cylinder
Auto

Third Row 
Seating

2011 Volvo XC-70
Station Wagon
AWD, V6, Auto

Leather
Sun Roof
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calendar AUTOMOTIVE

OVER 2000
BROKEN-IN TIRES

MANY SETS OF 4

CANON TIRE
I-91, Exit 8, Ascutney, VT

802-674-5600
NEW TIRES TOO!!

155-157 Charlestown Road
Claremont, NH 03743

603-542-9800

Get a FREE Snow Plow 
with the Purchase of any Super Duty Truck F-250 up to F-550*

HURRY IN, SAVINGS ARE PILING UP 

AND TIME IS RUNNING OUT!

*See Dealer for Details

Walpole Valley Tire

Hours: Monday - Friday 8:00 - 5:00 • Saturday 8:00 - Noon
Route 12 • Walpole, NH • 603-445-2060

celebration Tuesday, 
Dec. 17 for the 746th 
anniversary of the passing 
of Jalaluddin Rumi, the 
great Persian mystic and 
poet. Around the world, 
fans of Rumi meet in 
December to recite his 
poetry and remember 

his inspiring life. Held 
at the Meetinghouse at 
21 Fairground Rd. in 
Springfield. All welcome. 
No admission fee; 
donations accepted.

DEC. 19 – 
PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
presents “An Evening with 

Rabbi Comedian Bob 
Alper” Thursday, Dec. 
19 at 7:30 p.m. at Next 
Stage in downtown Putney. 
Tickets in advance at 
www.nextstagearts.org.

THURSDAYS – 
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Bingo at Compass School 

on the third Thursday of 
the month until the end 
of the year, then the last 
Thursday of the month 
January through June at 
6 p.m. at 7892 Route 5 in 
Westminster. For details, 
call 802-463-2525 or 
email info@compass-
school.org.

LIBRARIES
DEC. 14 –
BELLOWS FALLS, 
Vt. – Presentation on 
“Using DNA Testing 
in Genealogy” at the 
Rockingham Library 
Saturday, Dec. 14, from 
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., 
with genealogy enthusiast 
Wayne Blanchard. DNA 
testing doesn’t replace 
traditional genealogy, but 
it is another tool to be used 
along with other sources. 

There will be a discussion 
of the available tests and 
how the results can be 
used in genealogy.  

DEC. 17 –
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Film screening and 
discussion of “The Public” 
at Rockingham Library 
Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 6:30 
p.m. About what happens 
on a bitter cold night when 
all the warming shelters 
are full, and a group of 
homeless people decide 
to stage an “occupy” sit-in 
a very public building. 
Louise Luring from our 
local warming shelter will 
be available after the film 
for information and group 
discussion. For more 
information, go to www.
rockinghamlibrary.org. 

MUSIC & 
THEATER
DEC. 14 – 
WALPOLE, N.H. – The 
Walpole Players will 
present John Carter’s “In 
Bethlehem Inn” Saturday, 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. at 
the Walpole Town Hall. 
Audience members travel 
back 2,000 years as 
guests of the innkeeper 
and his wife at the 
Bethlehem Inn. Dinner is 

provided. BYOB. Tickets 
available at Joanie 
Joan’s, 14 Westminster 
St., Walpole. Call 603-
756-2535 for more 
information.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – New 
Hampshire native Josh 
Hall will perform at the 
Springfield UU Coffee 
House Saturday, Dec. 14 
at 7 p.m. A gifted guitar 
player, he composes and 
performs in an unusually 
wide variety of musical 
styles. He teaches music at 
the Frances C. Richmond 
Middle School in Hanover 
where he continues to 
direct several choruses, 
jazz and concert bands, 
general music, and the 
guitar program.

DEC. 15 – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Bellows Falls’ community 
radio station, WOOL-FM, 
brings back jazz guitar 
duo John Stowell and 
Draa Hobbs to Stage 33 
Live at 33 Bridge St. in 
Bellows Falls, Sunday, Dec. 
15 at 4 p.m. Tickets in 
advanced or at the door. 
A master class on jazz 
improvisation for string 
players precedes, limited 
to 10 students. Advance 
tickets, class registration, 
and more information at 
www.stage33live.com.

THRU JAN. 5 – 
WHITE RIVER JCT, Vt. – 
Northern Stage Presents 
“The Sound of Music” 
through Jan. 5 at The 
Barrette Center for the 
Arts. For details, visit 
www.northernstage.
org. Based on the true 
story of the Von Trapp 
Family Singers, the classic 

score by Rodgers and 
Hammerstein features 
some of Broadway’s 
greatest songs. 

SUPPORT 
GROUPS
WEDNESDAYS – 
ASCUTNEY, Vt. – Twin 
State Depression Support 
Group meets on the third 
Wednesday at Martin 
Memorial Hall, Lower 
Level, 5259 Route 5, 
Ascutney at 6:30 p.m. 
Do you know or think 
you may be depressed? 
Have a friend or family 
member who has 
depression? Then this 
group is for you! Support, 
empathy, sharing, 
education, confidentiality, 
and peer-led. Contact 
TwinStateDSG@gmail.com 
or 641-715-3900, ext. 
650055#.

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Caregivers’ Support 
Group meets the third 
Wednesday of each 
month from 1-2:30 p.m. 
in the Level D Conference 
Room, Springfield 
Hospital. Facilitated by 
Janet Beauchain from the 
Springfield Area Adult 
Day Services. For more 
information, call 802-885-
9881.

TOWNSHEND, Vt. – 
Living Alone Support 
Group meets on the third 
Wednesday of every 
month, from 10:15-11:45 
a.m. at Grace Cottage 
Community Wellness 
Center, Heins Building, 
133 Grafton Rd., in 
Townshend. Free. Call 
802-365-4115 x108.
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