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happy independence day

BENSON’S CHEVROLET, INC.

Main Street, LudLow, Vt
Vermont’s oldest Family owned Chevrolet dealership

228-4000 Toll Free 877-228-6127 

Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am–5pm • Sat. 8am–Noon

Fast & Easy

TRANSFERS

(                )

W h e n  yo u  a re  o u r  c u s t o m e r,  w e  wi l l  ma ke  yo u r  h eal t h  o u r  p r i o r i t y.








STORE HOURS:

Monday thru Friday 
8:30 am -  6:00 pm 

Saturday 
9:00 am  -  4:00 pm  

Closed Sundays

Route 5 • Westminster, Vermont • 802-722-3515
(1/2 Mile North off Exit 5/Interstate 91)

Open 9am - 6pm Daily

CERtIfIED 
ORgaNIC 
PRODuCE

YOUR

WATER

SYSTEMS

EXPERT

K.BEEBE, INC.

CABLE TOOL WELL 
DRILLING & HEATING

K. SHELDON BEEBE
802-463-3725   |   Bellows Falls, Vermont 05101

Pump Sales & Service

228-2280•160MainStreet,Ludlow

Jewelry•Scarves•Pottery•Candles

Knight Tubs Pools & Spas 
11 Main Street • Ludlow, Vermont
228-2260 • www.knighttubs.com

Can you see the 
fireworks from 

your deck? 

Why not sit in 
your hot tub! 

SUNDAY, JULY 1 – 
STRATTON, Vt. - Celebrate 
summer and Independence Day at 
Stratton. Don’t miss the fireworks 
held Sunday, July 1 at 9:15 p.m. 
in the Main Base area at 5 Village 
Lodge Rd. We love our furry 
friends, and they are welcome at 
this event. Please keep in mind 
that this event can get crowded 
and loud, especially during the 
fireworks. If there is any chance 
that your pet may scare easily 
or feel uncomfortable in this 
environment, please keep them in 
the safety of your home.

TUESDAY, JULY 3 – 
GRAFTON, Vt. – The 2018 

TD Bank Summer Festival tour 
will come to Grafton Trails and 
Outdoor Center, 783 Townshend, 
Rd., Tuesday, July 3 from 5:30 
to 9 p.m. Gates open at 5:30 
p.m. Concert begins at 7:30 
p.m. with fireworks to finish out 
the evening. VSO celebrates the 
gifts of nature through music with 
guest conductor, Sarah Hicks. 
While smoking and animals 
are not allowed at the show, we 
encourage you to bring a picnic 
blanket, folding chairs, and to 
dance the night away under the 
stars. Flashlights are also suggested 
to help you find your way back to 
your car after the sun has set. For 
more information, contact 802-

843-2400.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 4 – 
LUDLOW, Vt. - The Town of Ludlow 
will host a fireworks display 
Wednesday, July 4. The fireworks 

will start at 9:30 p.m. at the West 
Hill Recreation area. A concert 
featuring Chris Kleeman will begin 
at 7 p.m., with the fireworks to 
follow.

MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – 
Independence Day parade takes 
place Wednesday, July 4, in 
Belmont, Vt. Parade starts at 11 
a.m. in Belmont Village. Following 
the parade will be a barbecue 
at 11:30 a.m. until gone at the 
Odd Fellows Hall next to Star 
Lake. Music will be provided by 
Jeb Porter and Friends. Join the 
cow flop 50/50 raffle to benefit 
Kids Kamp Scholarship Fund for a 
chance to win up to $720. Liberty 
the Cow will select the winner.

WARREN, Vt. – The 70th annual 
Warren Parade starts at 10 a.m. 
on Main Street. The parade is 
guaranteed to be wild, wacky, 
and wickedly fun with street dance 
and family festivities. A fireworks 
display will start at 9:30 p.m. 
at the Lincoln Peak Courtyard at 
Sugarbush Resort. 

SATURDAY, JULY 7 – 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – The 
Independence Day celebration 
starts Saturday, July 7 with the 
parade at 11 a.m. The parade 
begins at the State garage and 
ends at the Mountain Marketplace 
Plaza. Following the parade, the 
Londonderry Lions Club holds 
their annual Duck Race in the river 

behind Garden Market and Jelly’s 
Deli. At 1 p.m., Ida Mae Specker 
will be playing on Jake’s Deck. 
From 7 to 11 p.m. Goofy Foot 
band will be at Magic Mountain. 
There will be a beer and wine 
garden outside with a live band, 
the grill will be fired up and fried 
dough truck on the premises. The 
fireworks show will kick off at 
dark - 9:15 or 9:30 p.m. Parking 
will be in the main lots. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Fireworks will 
take place at Crown Point Country 
Club in Springfield on Saturday, 
July 7. This event is sponsored 
by Kelley Sales and Service in 
Springfield. The rain date is July 8.

INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADES, FIREWORKS, AND EVENTS

PLYMOUTH NOTCH, Vt. – The 
Coolidge Foundation is excited to 
announce that Tuesday, July 3, for 
the first time in 20 years, fireworks 
will light up the Plymouth Notch 
sky to kick off a two-day celebration 
of American independence and the 
birth of its 13th president, Calvin 
Coolidge, July 3 and 4. Coolidge is 
the only U.S. president born on In-
dependence Day, and July 4 has been 
commemorated at his birthplace in 
Plymouth Notch for many decades. 
All activities take place at the Presi-
dent Calvin Coolidge State Historic 
Site, 3780 Route 100A, Plymouth, 
Vt. This year’s celebration has been 
designated a “Top 10 Summer 
Event” by the Vermont Chamber of 
Commerce.
  Activities begin the night of July 

3 with a fireworks show in Plym-
outh Notch. The show will begin 
at dusk and is free and open to the 
public. Come early to meet Presi-
dent Coolidge himself, as portrayed 
by reenactor Tracy Messer, who will 
address the public at 8:45 p.m., prior 
to the fireworks show. There will be 
signs and individuals directing traf-
fic to help the public with parking 
and to direct them to the best view-
ing area.

  The next day, events begin at 9 
a.m. with a public reading of the 
Declaration of Independence in the 
Plymouth Union Christian Church. 
At 10 a.m., the Coolidge Founda-
tion and the United States Citizen 
and Immigration Services will host 
an official naturalization ceremony. 
Twenty immigrants will become U.S. 
citizens. Judge J. Garvan Murtha will 

preside. The public is invited to at-
tend. Please arrive early.
  At noon, the public is invited to 

gather at the Plymouth Notch vil-
lage green when a delegation of the 
Vermont National Guard will lead 
a march to the Plymouth Notch 
Cemetery. There, a wreath from the 
White House will be placed at the 
president’s gravesite in a brief cere-

mony with members of the Coolidge 
family in attendance. President 
Coolidge’s great-granddaughter Jen-
nifer Sayles Harville will perform 
the National Anthem, “Taps” will be 
played by the National Guard, and 
members of the Coolidge family will 
read selections from the speeches of 
President Coolidge.
  At 2:30 p.m., the final round of 

the Coolidge Cup National Debate 
Championship will take place in the 
Plymouth Union Christian Church 
where the final two debaters will 

compete for the 2018 Coolidge Cup 
and the first prize award - a $7,500 
college scholarship. The Coolidge 
Cup is a national high school debate 
tournament that features top debat-
ers from across the country. 
  Competitors will argue for both 

sides of this year’s debate resolution: 
“For the United States, socialism 
would be a better economic system 
than capitalism for promoting the 
well-being of the average person.” 
The public is highly encouraged to 
watch and attend the debate rounds, 

which will take place throughout 
the day. The day will conclude with 
a speech by President Coolidge at 4 
p.m.
  The Coolidge Foundation is proud 

to partner with the President Calvin 
Coolidge State Historic Site to host 
all of these exciting events. The State 
Historic Site has arranged a number 
of other ongoing activities through-
out the Fourth including a barbe-
cue at the Wilder House restaurant, 
cheese making at the Plymouth Ar-
tisan Cheese Factory, performances 
by the Stringfield Springers old-time 
string band, horse-drawn wagon 
rides with Plymouth resident Fred 
DePaul, children’s games, and birth-
day cake. 
  The public can tour 12 buildings 

at the Coolidge Site, which is owned 
and operated by the Vermont Divi-
sion for Historic Preservation. A 
National Historic Landmark, Plym-
outh Notch is considered one of the 
best-preserved presidential sites in 
the country. 
  For further information about July 

3 and 4 programs, or other special 
events, contact the Calvin Coolidge 
Presidential Foundation, 802-672-
3389, or visit the foundation online 
at www.CoolidgeFoundation.org.

Fireworks to headline Coolidge celebration

Vermont National Guard will lead the procession to the Plymouth Cemetery 
where they will lay a wreath on President Coolidge’s grave.
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Celebrate America’s and Calvin Coolidge’s birthday with fireworks July 3 and 
Independence Day celebrations on the 4th.

PHOTO PROVIDED

SAXTONS RIVER, Vt. – With 
the theme of “Celebrating the Arts,” 
Saxtons River will kick off its an-
nual Independence Day celebration 
Wednesday, July 4 with a 5K Fire-
cracker road race at 8:30 a.m., fol-
lowed by a parade at 9:30 a.m.
  Grand marshals for the parade are 

Margo and Mike Ghia, chosen for 
Margo’s leadership at Main Street 
Arts and Mike’s involvement with 
the youth soccer program at the Sax-
tons River Rec.
  In addition to the race and the 

parade, the day’s activities include 
a street fair highlighted by the fire-

fighters’ water polo, a hula hoop con-
test, and music on the bandstand. 
Miniature golf, an egg toss, a pie con-
test, face painting, and food vendors 
are also on the schedule. Returning 
this year is the World-Famous Musi-
cal Chairs contest.
  Afternoon activities move to the 

Saxtons River Rec Area and include 
swimming, a corn hole game, and 
music for dancing with the Bayou X 
Cajun/Creole band led by Pete Simo-
neaux, all topped off with fireworks at 
dusk. There will also be cotton candy 
and glow sticks on sale. The Saxtons 
River Rec will be selling food.
  This year’s t-shirt design by Lisa 

McNealus features a line drawing of 
the village’s iconic Saxtons River His-
torical Society museum surrounded 
by fireworks. T-shirts will be on sale 

in front of the Village Market Satur-
day, June 30 and July 4.

  The day’s schedule:
• Race registration, 7:30 a.m.
• 5K Firecracker road race, 8:30 

a.m.
• Kids’ bike decorating and parade 

line up at Vermont Academy, 9 a.m. 
• Parade, 9:30 a.m. 
• Street fair, games, music on the 

bandstand, water polo, 10 a.m.
• Music for dancing, 6:30 p.m.
• Fireworks, 9:30 p.m.
  Sponsors for this year’s festivities 

include Cota & Cota, Savings Bank 
of Walpole, Saxtons River Inn, Hen-
nessey Electric, and Village Square 
Booksellers.
  Information and updates are avail-

able at the Saxtons River Fourth of 
July page on Facebook.

Saxtons River celebrates the Fourth of July

Firefighters’ water polo is a tradition at the Fourth of July celebration.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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wednesday, july 4, 2018

Mount Holly
4th of July Parade & BBQ

Wednesday, July 4th

Parade 11am in Belmont Village

BBQ 11:30am till gone!
At the Odd Fellows Hall next to Star Lake

Music by Jeb Porter and Friends
1/2 Chicken, Baked Beans, Cole Slaw, and Drink

$12 for Adults, $6 for 11 and Under (1/4 Chicken)

Cow Flop 50/50 Raffle to benefit Kids Kamp Scholarship Fund
Win up to $720!  Liberty Cow will “Select” the winner

$10 per square on the grid

Conveniently Located to
Okemo, Bromley and Magic Mtns.

“Your All Season, Country 
Home Away From Home”

Pat Budnik, Innkeeper

936 Rt. 11 W. • Chester, VT
802-875-2626

www motelinthemeadow.com

Southern Vermont’s 

Largest Antique 

Center

20,000 sq. ft. showcasing 
antiques, quality collectibles, 

furniture, jewelry, folk 
art, primitives and home 

decorating accents. Dealers 
welcome. Be a part of 

the most active center in 
Southern Vermont. 

8 High St, Ludlow, VT • Above the Black River Senior Center
Phone: 802-228-3600 • Fax: 802-228-3464 

www.vermontjournal.com • Like us on Facebook

H ve a Saf  & Ha p  Ind p nd nce D y!

Also home of the Silver Spoon Studio, creating  
one-of-a-kind functional pieces from antique silverware.

44 Depot Street | Ludlow, VT | (802) 228-4753

An ever changing display 
of artist imagination.

Over 150 Artists

INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADES, FIREWORKS, AND EVENTS

Mount Holly will have an Independence day parade.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Liberty the Cow will “select” her Cow Flop Raffle winner. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

“ S i x t y  Y e a r s  o f  A n s w e r i n g  t h e  C a l l ,”  B r o w n s v i l l e  

I n d e p e n d e n c e  D a y
B R O W N S V I L L E ,  V t .  -  Volun-

teers have been busy since last Au-
gust preparing for what promises to 
be an incredible two-day Indepen-
dence Day Celebration for locals, 
visitors, and friends from neigh-
boring towns and villages to enjoy.
  When they are not putting out 

fires and saving lives, the West 
Windsor Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment is hanging lights on the town 
Christmas trees or helping to keep 
safe the two-day Independence Day 
celebrations in town.
  Could we possibly ask more from 

this dedicated group? Yes! Shine up 
those fire engines and parade them 
proudly down Brownsville Hart-
land Road on the Fourth of July 
because we will be celebrating our 
Fire Department’s 60th year of an-
swering the call! 
  Start off the two-day Indepen-

dence Day celebration by getting 

your brass on! The New England 
Brass Band will perform Tuesday, 
July 3 at Albert Bridge School from 
5 to 6 p.m.
  NEBB is the region’s premier 

brass band, and 16 brass musicians 
and two percussionists will bring 
two curated sets of Americana mu-
sic to the field next to Albert Bridge 
School, on an acoustics-focused 
stage. This concert, sponsored by 
Albert Bridge School and Ascutney 
Winds, is free and open to the pub-
lic. 
  The fun-packed schedule contin-

ues from 6 p.m. until dusk at Ascut-
ney Mountain. There will be more 
music, food, fun for the youngsters, 
and spectacular fireworks for all to 
enjoy. Please follow the signs the 
volunteers have prepared. No grills 
are permitted. 
  The next day, July 4, will start off 

with breakfast at Brownsville Com-

munity Church starting at 7:30 a.m. 
and running until 10 a.m. From 10 
a.m. until 3 p.m., there will be free 
music and games for families and 
kids, as well as book, craft, and food 
vendors. 
  The highlight of the day will be the 

parade down Brownsville Hartland 
Road at 1 p.m. featuring partici-
pants of all kinds from all over the 
region! This year’s parade theme is 
“60 Years Answering the Call” hon-
oring the West Windsor Volunteer 
Fire Department’s long service to 
this and surrounding communities. 
Once again, floats, fire trucks, vet-
erans, vintage vehicles, and scouts 
from West Windsor and neighbor-
ing towns are welcome and encour-
aged to participate. Please contact 
Leone Bushkin if you’d like to in-
clude a float at avonlea@bushkin.
com. Please contact Sherry Bar-
bour at 802-484-9286 or barbour.

sherry@yahoo.com to sign up if 
you are a veteran, own a vintage ve-
hicle, are a fire department, or are a 
marching group who would like to 
participate.
  The Brownsville Independence 

Day Celebration t-shirts, designed 
by Albert Bridge School student 
Savannah Underhill, are available 
for purchase now at Albert Bridge 
School. Sizes include youth me-
dium and large, and adult small, 
medium, large, x-large, 2X, and 
3X. The shirts will also be available 
for purchase at the celebration. To 
pre-order shirts, contact Linda Ley 
at ParrisHill@comcast.net or 802-
484-3200. Please make checks pay-
able to “Brownsville IDC.”
  All the Independence Day festivi-

ties on July 3 and 4 in Brownsville 
are free thanks to the many donors 
who stepped up to support this pa-
triotic event.

Enjoy fireworks in Brownsville. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

W A R D S B O R O ,  V t . -  
Southern Vermont’s 
oldest Independence 
Day celebration takes 
place on Main Street 
in Wardsboro, Vt., 
Wednesday, July 4. Fes-
tivities begin at 9 a.m., 
rain or shine. 
  Parking is in designat-

ed lots within a few hun-
dred yards of the parade 
route. Take the shuttle 
bus. Please do not park 
on the roadways. Park-
ing for Universal Access 
is available; ask the lot 
attendants. 
  The Street Fair opens 

all along both sides of Main Street 
with more than 50 vendors at 9 
a.m. The parade starts at 10 a.m. 
and is initiated with the ringing 
of the Church Bell and invocation 
by Pastor Pete Carlson. The pa-
rade starts by the bridge, proceeds 
south on Route 100, then turns by 
the Wardsboro Country Store, and 
heads down Main Street past the re-
viewing stand at Town Hall before 
turning around and following the 

same route in reverse.
  Sign up to be in the parade, solo 

or in a group, in costume, riding a 
classic vehicle, or a horse, dog cart, 
on your own float, playing an in-
strument, waving flags, dancing, 
clowning, marching, or something 
fun to help Wardsboro celebrate 
Independence Day! It’s free to enter 
the parade. There will be ribbons 
in several categories. Call 802-896-
1047.

W a r d s b o r o  F o u r t h  o f  J u l y  

p a r a d e  a n d  s t r e e t  f a i r

Don’t miss the Wardsboro parade.
PHOTO PROVIDED

Have a Safe & Happy Holiday


