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BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – It was a very 
snowy evening on Saturday, Dec. 9, 
when the Dance Factory presented 
the beloved holiday show “The Nut-
cracker” for their 26th year. The 
show took place at Springfield High 
School and benefitted the school’s 
drama club. 
  “The Nutcracker” starts with a 

family Christmas party where the 
mysterious Herr Drosselmeyer 
(Mark Yuengling) presents the party 
guests with a wonderful arrange-
ment of wind-up toy soldiers, jesters, 
and dancers. Drosselmeyer presents 
young Clara (Madailein Wolf) with 
a Nutcracker, which she treasures as 

she spins sweetly around the stage. 
Her brother Fritz (Berkley Hutchins) 
loves to tease and antagonize Clara, 
so he steals the Nutcracker from her 
and breaks it. 
  Midnight strikes, after the party 

guests have left and the family has 
gone to bed, Clara sneaks back on 
stage in search of her Nutcracker. 
Instead she finds the Mouse King 
(Shiloh Yake) who attacks her with 
his mice. Then, her Nutcracker (Ben 
Haseltine) comes to life to save her, 
slaying the Mouse King. However, in 
the fight the Nutcracker is also seri-
ously wounded, but Clara saves him 
with her love and compassion, and 
he turns into a handsome prince.
  The elegant Snow Queen (Eliza 

Rounds) and her snowflakes ap-

peared to lead the prince and Clara 
to the Kingdom of Sweets where 
various representatives from all over 
the world danced in her honor. There 
were Spanish dancers represent-
ing chocolate, Arabian and Chinese 
dancers, a firebird, candy canes, dew 
drop fairies and waltzing flowers, and 
Mother Goose (Jim Malley) with all 
her children hidden under her vast 
skirts – a fan favorite of the night. 
  Of course, the well-known Sugar 

Plum Fairy (Lydia Churchill) per-
formed, radiant and graceful, for the 
Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies. Af-
ter, she was joined by the prince for 
a beautiful duet where he exhibited 
his strength and poise as he lifted her 
into the air. Finally, the evening had 
to come to an end so all the Kingdom 

of Sweets citizens re-
turned to the stage 
for one last farewell 
before the pages es-
corted Clara back 
home. 
  Dressed in full cos-

tume and presented 
in front of stunning 
backdrops, the Dance 
Factory’s “Nutcrack-
er” was the show to 
see. There was a wide 
age range of dancers 
on stage, but all of 
them put their best 
ballet slipper forward 
as they filled the audi-
torium with holiday 
magic and delight. 

The Nutcracker dances in holiday spirit

The cast of the Nutcracker came to the stage to take their final bow.
PHOTO BY AMANDA WEDEGIS

BY KRISTINE M. BURPEE

The Shopper

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Born and 
raised in the Rockingham, Vt. area, 
Raymond Perry, chief operator for 
the water department located on 
Pond Road, is retiring Dec. 31, 2017 
after 37 years of service. With his 
wife Joanne, he raised his two sons 
in the area and is now grandfather 
to six grandchildren.
  Previous to the water plant, Perry 

was a recreational diver, as a hobby, 
for 20 years. He was also an assis-
tant scoutmaster for his sons Jason 
and Josh. Most recent to the water 
department, Perry worked for the 
highway department for 14 long 
years.
  During his time as chief operator, 

Perry said, “What I have enjoyed 
most about this job, is working for 
the customers. Helping the cus-
tomers in saving water and saving 
money.” He has also enjoyed when 
students from local schools visit to 

take educational tours 
of the water depart-
ment. On the flip side 
of that, Perry says he 
strongly dislikes hav-
ing to disconnect 
people’s water. He also 
shared, “This is a neat 
field to get into; it is 
constantly changing.” 
  Typically when 

planning for retire-
ment, people tend to 
imagine vacations, 
beaches, and long 
naps. However, Perry 
plans to watch the 
snow fly and clean 
his driveway. He 
mentioned he wants 
to help out with his 
sons’ endeavors: J.P. 
Trucking, and J.M.P. 
Trucking. He will also 
spend time hunting, 
fishing, hiking, and 
kayaking.

After 37 years at the water 
department, Raymond Perry 
retires

Ray Perry. 
PHOTO BY KRISTINE M. BURPEE

CHARLESTOWN, N.H. - 
Junior Corlee Conklin was se-
lected as Student of the Month 
for November. Conklin is the 
daughter of Liz Conklin of 
Charlestown. 
  Conklin was nominated by 

the social studies department 
and was described as some-
one who is “an integral part of 
our class. She looks forward to 
asking questions and partici-
pating in just about all discus-
sions. She is always interested 
in learning and often asks for 
extra work. On various oc-
casions, Corlee will lead the 
group in readings while pos-
ing important questions to the 
class, keeping them engaged 
and on task. She is driven 
to excellence, yet always has 
time to help her classmates. 
Corlee takes fantastic writ-
ten notes. She then types the 
notes up into a more outlined 
format. She shares these with 
the teacher and her other 

classmates. Corlee is 
a role model for all 
the students in her 
class.”
  Conklin is a con-

scientious honor roll 
student and looks 
forward to her stud-
ies. Outside of school 
she enjoys babysit-
ting for people who 
have trouble finding 
affordable childcare 
as well as participat-
ing in community 
service. After grad-
uating from high 
school, she plans to 
go to college to be-
come a veterinarian. 
  “Congratulations, 

Corlee,” From the 
Fall Mountain Re-
gional School Dis-
trict and the Elks 
Student of the Month 
Chair, Smokey Au-
mand.

Corlee Conklin is Bellows Falls 
Elks’ Fall Mountain student of 
the month

Corlee Conklin.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - This Com-
puter Science Education Week, 
the Springfield School District an-
nounced the launch of a comprehen-
sive, school-wide computer science 
initiative for the middle and high 
schools supported by grants from the 
Siegel Family Endowment and the 
Vermont Community Foundation. 
In conjunction with this initiative, 
the Springfield School Board voted 

to make the school district the first 
in Vermont to make one semester of 
coding a high school graduation re-
quirement. 
  Zach McLaughlin, superintendent 

of the Springfield School District, 
explained the decision. “Our school 
district is constantly thinking about 
how to best prepare our students for 
their social, civic, and economic lives. 
As we follow societal trends, we know 

that their lives will be intertwined 
with computer science. Whether as 
a community member, a voter, or a 
wage earner, our students’ worlds will 
be impacted by the growing integra-
tion of technology with all aspects of 
their lives. Computer science skills 
will set our graduates up for success.”
  Designed to leverage Springfield’s 

best-in-country gigabit Internet, the 
computer science program will pro-

vide every student with a basic 
knowledge of coding with an aim 
to develop critical problem-solving 
skills. The initiative intends to of-
fer additional in and out of school 
clubs and activities, including a 
first robotics team and 3D Vermont 
club to enhance experiential-learn-
ing and to increase confidence and 
achievement in skills with tangible, 
real world value. In addition, the 
program will use strategies proven 
to empower girls to feel welcome 
and excited about computer sci-
ence, and to fight gender disparity 
in the field. 
  To increase the breadth and 

depth of student knowledge and 
relevance of computer science 
beyond the school, the initiative 
hopes to include a dedicated three-
season CS coach and activity-spe-

cific mentors who offer school-wide 
workshops, facilitate small-group 
activities, and support individual 
student endeavors, all designed to 
unlock new opportunities and en-
courage the active pursuit of student 
interests. 
  Southern Vermont native Mar-

guerite Dibble will serve as senior 
consultant to the initiative and help 
guide development of the co-curric-
ular activities and the girls coding 
program. Dibble is a graduate of the 
Champlain College gaming program, 
and founder of the award winning 
gaming company GameTheory. 
  “Technology, when used to its best 

potential, can provide empowerment 
and opportunity for many. As an in-
dustry, technology needs to diversify 
and broaden, and to do that we need 
to teach tech enthusiasm in a way that 
focuses on creativity, empathy, and 
impact,” said Dibble. “If we can build 
a program that helps all kinds of kids 
see through mentorship, hands on 
experiences, and self-discovery, that 
technology skills can be a platform 
of opportunity for many diverse and 
exciting careers, that will be a great 
success.”
  A major focus of both the curricu-

lar and co-curricular offerings will be 

to “show-by-doing” how computer 
science can be applied across indus-
tries and professions, and to help 
students pursue computer science 
internships and career pathways. 
“Springfield has a long and rich his-
tory of innovation,” said Bob Flint, 
executive director of the Springfield 
Regional Development Corporation. 
“This initiative in our schools ensures 
the next generation has the tools get 
and create innovation jobs of today 
and the future.”
  The computer science initiative 

is part of a larger economic devel-
opment partnership in Springfield 
between Springfield Regional De-
velopment Corporation and the 
Vermont-based Center on Rural In-
novation (CORI), an organization 
committed to helping rural econo-
mies succeed in the digital age.
  Significant funding for the initia-

tive has been provided by the Siegel 
Family Endowment and by a block 
grant by the the Vermont Commu-
nity Foundation (VCF) on behalf of 
the Vermont Women’s Fund, the Mc-
Clure Foundation, and VCF donors. 
  Dan Smith, president & CEO of 

the Vermont Community Founda-
tion, reaffirmed the foundation’s sup-
port. “On behalf of the VCF funders 

involved, we are excited to be sup-
porting innovative practices in the 
Springfield School District that will 
offer more students in the commu-
nity a chance to develop skills and 
knowledge that are a crucial step on 
the path to economic opportunity. 
This strategic co-funding partnership 
is a model we hope to see grow into 
the future.” 
  Katy Knight, deputy executive di-

rector for the Siegel Family Endow-
ment, explained their organization’s 
motivation to support the project. 
“We believe deeply in the power of 
computational thinking and being 
able to engage with technology as 
creators rather than consumers. It is 
critical that we equip students every-
where with the skills they need so that 
the next generation of innovators can 
come from all parts of the country, 
bring to the table a diverse set of skills 
informed by their surroundings. In-
novation-driven growth should be 
accessible to people everywhere, and 
we are excited to support the vision 
of the Center on Rural Innovation 
and the Springfield School District to 
make that a reality.”
  The program will launch Jan. 2018 

with full implementation expected 
for the 2018-19 school year. 

Springfield school district launches school-wide computer science initiative

Springfield students will learn about computer science and code.
STOCK PHOTO
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Christmas trees of Vermont

 open 10 am - 4 pm Daily  •  nov. 24th - Dec. 17th
Located on Route 5 • 3 Miles North of Exit 7, I-91  •  Springfield, VT
 802-885-9597  •  christmastreesofvt.com •  Facebook & Instagram

On Weekends: 

Free Visits with Santa!  Karaoke w/ Santa & Elf!

Baked Goods, Popcorn, and Hot Chocolate from Humane Society 

Jamaican Jewelz Food Cart with Jerk Chicken, Chowder & Chili

Wine Tasting with Vermont Vines on the River

Come meet the new owners!

Shop with Restrooms, Fireplaces, and Fresh Wreaths
Rides on Jolly Trolley, Fire Wagon, Hay Wagons

Free Baling & Boughs

Requires Total Plan with Unlimited Data, new customer port-in or upgrade eligibility, credit approval, Device Protection+  
and qualified Smartphone turn-in for Samsung Galaxy S8. Comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-month Retail Installment  

Contract plus a $100 U.S. Cellular® Promotional Card. Taxes, fees and additional restrictions apply.

 U.S. Cellular® was ranked “Highest Network Quality Performance among 

Wireless Cell Phone Users in the North Central Region” by J.D. Power.

Things we want you to know: U.S. Cellular received the highest numerical score in the North Central region in the J.D. Power 2016 V2, 2017 V1 (tie) and 2017 V2 (tie) U.S. Wireless Network Quality 
Performance Studies. 2017 Volume 2 study based on 35,105 total responses from 4 providers, measuring the network quality experienced by customers with wireless carriers, surveyed 
January–June 2017. Your experiences may vary. Visit jdpower.com. New consumer or small business (20 lines or less) port-in or upgrade eligibility and Total Plan with Unlimited Data or Unlimited 
Data Plus required. Purchase of device via 0% APR 30-mo. Retail Installment Contract, credit approval, qualifying Smartphone turn-in (for free Samsung Galaxy S8 promotional pricing) and Device 
Protection+ required. Tax due at sale. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies; this is not a tax or government required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas may 
apply and vary by plan, service and phone. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Minimum monthly price of Device Protection+ 
is $9.99 per Smartphone. A service fee/deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel anytime. Property insurance is underwritten by American Bankers Insurance Company of Florida and 
provided under a Master Policy issued to U.S. Cellular. You will be the certificate holder on U.S. Cellular’s Master Policy for loss/theft benefits. Service Contract Obligor is Federal Warranty Service 
Corporation in all states except CA (Sureway, Inc.) and OK (Assurant Service Protection, Inc.). Limitations and exclusions apply. Ask an associate for more details. Free Samsung Galaxy S8 Offer 
With Smartphone Turn-In: Smartphone must power on and cannot be pin locked. Device must be in fully functional working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, 
but not limited to, a cracked display or housing. Qualifying Turn-In Devices Include: iPhone 6 or better, Samsung Galaxy S® 6 or better, Note 5, LG G6,™ LG V20 and LG V30. Offer: Samsung Galaxy 
S8: Regular price $738 or $24.60/mo., bill credit amount is $21.27/mo.; Samsung Galaxy S7: Regular price $574.80 or $19.16/mo., bill credit amount is $15.83/mo. (while supplies last). 
Customer will receive a $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card at the point of sale; balance comes via monthly bill credit on a 30-mo. Retail Installment Contract; 0% APR. Bill credit applied within 
three bill cycles and ends when balance is paid. Line must remain in good standing. In the event of cancellation of service, customer will be responsible for the entire Retail Installment Contract 
balance. Available on new line activations. The early-upgrade program is not available with this offer. $100 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card given at point of sale or mailed with device via direct 
fulfillment orders. Promotional Card issued by MetaBank,® Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. Must be 
used by expiration date shown on card. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. 
Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. 
Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2017 U.S. Cellular
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E & D Shoes & Workwear
ComfortandOrthopedicShoes&Orthotics•Widths:M,W,XW

43PleasantSt.•Claremont,NH•603-504-6562
Monday-Friday9:30-5:30 

Saturday9:00-4:00•ClosedSunday

AdvanceBrandDiabetic/OrthopedicShoes

Gifts for the 

Holidays!

Many Sizes & Colors Available

Shoes 
on Sale!

WedoSHOEREPAIRSwithTheCountryCobbler!

Mike Lisai, right, and uncle Brent Li-
sai, left, working hard at store ren-
novations.

Mike Lisai has purchased the old Alstead Village Market, and is working on 
completely rennovating the interior, alongside his uncle Brent. His planned 
opening date will be spring of 2018.

PHOTOS BY ROBERT MILLER

Alstead Lisais Market coming soon

WALPOLE, N.H. - The Cheshire 
County Conservation District is 
proud to announce the second year 
of the Monadnock Food Co-op 
Farm Fund, a grant opportunity for 
local farmers through a partnership 
with the Monadnock Food Co-op.

  The Monadnock Food Co-op 
Farm Fund’s mission is to support 
local farmers in increasing sustain-
able food production and wholesale 
sales to contribute to a thriving local 
farm economy. The Cheshire Coun-
ty Conservation District supports 

the viability of farm businesses 
and the stewardship of natural 
resources that farmers provide. 
This grant supports several of the 
co-op’s goals, including a healthy, 
sustainable food system, the sup-
port of local farmers and produc-
ers and a strong, sustainable and 
improving local economy.
  There will be $15,000 available 

for the 2018 grant cycle. A Re-
quest for Proposals will be avail-
able Dec. 1 and Farm Fund Ap-
plications are due no later than 
Feb. 1, 2018. Funds can be used 
for a range of needs including the 
purchase of equipment or infra-
structure, packaging and labeling 
design needs, and technical as-
sistance. Eligible applicants in-
clude farms in Cheshire County 
and abutting New Hampshire 
towns who would like to develop 
or expand their production for 
wholesale markets, including the 
Monadnock Food Co-op and Mo-
nadnock Menus.
  “This grant fund and partner-

ship with Conservation District 
allows us to provide much-needed 
capital for our local farm and food 
economy, creating an increase 
in the quantity of food that can 
be produced and consumed lo-
cally. We couldn’t be happier to 
offer this grant fund to farmers 
who want to increase wholesale 
production,” said Michael Faber, 
Monadnock Food Co-op general 
manager.
  Tax-deductible donations to this 

fund can be made to the Cheshire 
County Conservation District. 
Watch for additional fundraising 
activities at the Monadnock Food 
Co-op in the coming months, in-
cluding the ability to Round Up 
your purchases to the next dollar 
in early 2018.
  For more information on eligi-

bility, to apply for a grant, or make 
a donation to the fund, please visit 
www.cheshireconservation.org/
farm-fund or call Amanda Little-
ton at the Conservation District at 
603-756-2988 ext. 116.

CCCD announces second 
year of the MFC Farm Fund

Farming. 
STOCK PHOTO

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – A long-
time Vermont health care provid-
er and community volunteer has 
joined Senior Solutions Board 
of Directors. Dr. Allan Shirks 
of Townshend has more than 
35 years experience as a board-
certified psychiatrist with stints 
at the Dartmouth Institute, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs, 
the Brattleboro Retreat, Rutland 
Regional Medical Center, and 
Presbyterian Hospital of Dallas. 
He also serves on the Grace Cot-
tage Hospital Board of Trustees.
The Senior Solutions Board 

of Directors is a nine-member 
group responsible for oversight of 
the non-profit organization.
  “Navigating life as an older 

adult is not an easy endeavor,” 
said Shirks. “I am honored to join 
the Board of Senior Solutions in 
its quest to help people age suc-
cessfully.”
  “Allan Shirks has a long and dis-

tinguished record of community 
service and expertise in a criti-

cal part of health care for older 
adults; we are very pleased he’ll 
be sharing his knowledge with 
our organization,” noted Carol 
Stamatakis, Senior Solutions 
executive director.
  “Hopefully, my broad experi-

ence will allow me to contrib-
ute to the important work of 
Senior Solutions in our com-
munity,” added Shirks.
  Dr. Shirks earned a bachelor’s 

degree at California State Uni-
versity at Hayward, his medi-
cal degree from Baylor College 
of Medicine, a master’s at the 
Dartmouth Institute, and he 
also completed the VA Quality 
Scholars Fellowship Program.
  Senior Solutions is a non-

profit group serving 46 com-
munities in Windsor and 
Windham counties, providing 
older adults with critical in-
formation and assistance like 
Meals on Wheels, health insur-
ance and mental health counseling, 
transportation, exercise programs, 

home based social services, and 
caregiver support.

Dr. Allan Shirks of Townshend 
joins Senior Solutions Board of 
Directors

Dr. Allan Shirks. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Greater 
Falls Connections and the GF Unit-
ed Network present the 2017 Com-
munity Dinner on Monday, Dec. 
18 at 5 p.m. at the Stone Church on 
20 School Street. Come to connect 
with other community members and 
share our thanks for this holiday sea-
son!
  If you want to help, you can come 

to the Stone Church at noon to chop 
veggies. Bring your own peelers and 
knives. Set up will be from 3 to 5 
p.m. or you could stay afterward to 
assist in clean up. You can also bring 
a dessert if you wish. Hope to see you 
there!

Greater Falls 
Connections 
community 
holiday 
dinner

Contractors, 

Electricians, and 

General Laborers:

Check out our 

Business Directory 

on Page 5B! 

Add a listing for 
your Business! 
802-228-3600
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Call Ron Patch at 802-374-0119

• Antiques
• Early Photographs
• Military: Helmets, 
  Flags, Uniforms, 
  Weapons, Daggers 
  and Bayonets

• Antique Clocks & 
  Clock Parts

• Guns
• Coins
• & More!

Buying:

802-228-7797
44 Pond Street • Ludlow, VT 
www.killarneyludlow.com

Pub Opens at 3pm
Dinner Available at 5pm

Open for Lunch Saturday & Sunday at 12 pm

Chicken Wing Champions 

4 Years in a Row!

TUESDAYS
Trivia Night
at 7 pm

TUE & THUR
20 oz 

Vermont Drafts

MONDAYS
Open Mic Night
9:30pm - Midnight

SAT, DEC 16
Live Music 5-8pm
with Rob Jaque

THURSDAYS
Irish Music Sessions  
w/ Gypsy Reel 6:30 - 9 pm

FRI, DEC 15

Live Music 7-10pm
with Don Dawson

JOIN OUR NEW 
BEGINNERS’ CLASS!

Starts 1/5. Weekly: Fri. 10-11am

Long River Tai Chi Circle

TAI  CHI

a soft and grounding practice

Djemila Cavanaugh
802-490-0225

djem.translator@gmail.com

FB: Djem’s Tai Chi Classes

$65/month

2 Lower Taylor Hill Rd.
Winhall Library, VT

Tell him whether you’ve 

been naughty or nice.  

Whisper in his ear

and let him know 

what you really want

this Holiday.

MEET AND GREET WITH SANTA!

802-875-3109
3630 Route 103N, Chester, VT

A beautiful space for artwork, linens, jewelry, pewter, pottery, wood and 
glass, featuring Simon Pearce glassware and Andrew Pearce wood bowls

find great pieces to decorate your home, 

and set the dinner table for the holidaysHelie’s Carpet, LLC
Let us Floor You - Our Prices Won’t!

603-542-9979  -  281 Washington St  -  Claremont, NH

$1 per 
sq. ft.

On Select Rolls

VINYL & CARPET 

SALE!

Est. 1926 • Choice Meats
Visit our website www.LisaisChesterMarket.comLISAI’S 

Chester Market

Sale Prices Effective Tuesday, December 12  

thru Monday, December 18, 2017

TUE.

12
WED.

13
THU.

14
FRI.

15
SAT.

16
SUN.

17
MON.

18

Boneless Chicken 
Breasts
$1.99/LB

$1.69/LB 10 LB BAG

Route 103 • Chester Depot
Open 7 Days a week 8am - 7pm

(802) 875-4715

Thinking Christmas 
Meats! Buy Local, 

Support your Local Staff! 

Thanks, Lonnie

“Flat Iron” Steaks

$7.99/LB

U.S.D.A. Choice 
Chuck Pot  
Roasts

$4.29/LB

Boneless Stuffed 
Pork Chops
 

$2.59/LB

Boneless Pork 
Loin Chops 
 

$2.19/LB

U.S.D.A. Choice 
Sirloin Steaks

 

$4.99/LB

U.S.D.A. Choice 
Strip Steaks
 

$7.99/LB

Ham Slices

$3.99/LB

Boneless Hams

$2.99/LB

Marinated 
Boneless Chicken
Breasts

$2.39/LB

Boneless Loin 
Pork Roasts

$1.99/LB

$8.99/LB

Shrimp Sale 
Buy for Holiday

Gail Shute wins quilt raffle
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Congratulations to Gail Shute of Springfield who won 
the raffle quilt made by the Quilt Group at the First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ. Her winning ticket was pulled at the drawing on 
Dec. 3 at the church. The proceeds benefit the church’s missions in the 
community. We gratefully thank all who bought tickets for a chance to win 
the Jewel Box patterned quilt. We welcome beginning and experienced 
quilters to join us on Thursdays from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. Please contact 
Beth for more information at 802-886-8290.

PHOTO PROVIDED

difference in our community.”
  The grant will support the youth 

leaders of the Friends for Change 
Youth Club with an adult leader to 
help to build capacity of the group. 
The new staff member will assist 
with recruiting volunteers, facilitat-
ing programing, strengthening part-
nerships with other organizations, 
and organizing outreach events. This 
project will build capacity in the 
most meaningful way possible by 
providing an empowering and edu-
cational opportunity to youth who 
are all too often ostracized and rarely 
have their voices heard.
  Through its Small and Inspiring 

grants program, the Community 
Foundation hopes to help foster the 
spark and hope that keeps Vermont-
ers healthy and happy by finding and 
supporting projects where a small 
grant can make a big difference. 
  Friends For Change is a start-up 

grassroots organization for and by 
the most vulnerable youth in our 

community. Our mission is to nur-
ture and support personal and so-
cial wellness. The group offers a 
democratically operated, trauma-
informed, and play based youth club 
where children learn how to build a 
better community. Visit www.face-
book.com/friends4change for more 
information.
  The Vermont Community Foun-

dation is a family of hundreds of 
funds and foundations established 
by Vermonters to serve their chari-
table goals. It provides the advice, 
investment vehicles, and back-office 
expertise to make giving easy and ef-
fective. The foundation also provides 
leadership in giving by responding 
to community needs, mobilizing and 
connecting philanthropists to mul-
tiply their impact, and by keeping 
Vermont’s nonprofit sector vital with 
grants and other investments in the 
community.
  Visit www.vermontcf.org or call 

802-388-3355 for more information.

     Grade 8: 
     High Honors
Hayden Anastasio
Chloe Bardis
Jacob Bradley
Leah Brush
Sophia Bruzgis
Sidney Curven 
Nora Dunnigan
Ruby Frithsen
Cameron Fry
Enrique Ingram
Madeline Manning
Amelia Sethi
Isabella Smith
     Honors
Sullivan Barth
Anya Bierweiler-Franks
Grace Conety
Natalie Ferland
Olivia Henning
Jordan Moore
Keyaira Nowell
Adelina Pope
Abigail Walker
Hudson Willett
Lillia Wilson
     Grade 7:
     High Honors
Miranda Anderson
McKenzie French
Isabelle Walz
     Honors
Pearl Aldrich
Cote Barratt
Wyatt Britton
Drew Buswell
Mitchell Cormier

Mamta Dey
Edward Gowdy
Dominick Hammond
Brian King
Colin Kinson
Landon Lake
Foster Willett
     Grade 6:
     High Honors
Ellis Dunbar
Aiden Frazier
Camden Fuller 
Etta Bea Harrison
Aidan Parrott
     Honors
Andrew Byrnes
Jason Colburn
Morrigan Farnum
Ben Frithsen
Jacob Hearne
Emma Johnson
Lucy Kaplan
Zachary King
Luciano Leone
Patrick Manning
Jade Nadeau
Sydney Palmiotto
Holden Perron
Jayden Roland
Malesa Seavey
Phoebe Shriver
Ian Smith
Isabella Smith
Murray Spaulding
Benjamin Tetu
Abby Turner
Owen Waysville

Walpole School honor 
roll students

Friends For Change receives grant
teaches restorative justice and prac-
tices community service. 
  According to Friends For Change’s 

Hailee Galandak-Cochran, “Receiv-
ing this grant is a great first step for 
us as an organization. The youth 
leaders and I are so grateful to the 
Vermont Community Foundation 
for sharing in our mission. This gift 
will support a small and inspiring 
group of young people who have the 
power and desire to make a lasting 

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Friends 
For Change recently received a 
$2,500 grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation’s Small 
and Inspiring grant program. The 
grant will help further Friends 
For Change mission to nurture 
and support personal and social 
wellness by funding a program 
assistant to support a trauma-
informed, democratically oper-
ated youth leadership group that 

    Grade 8:
    High Honors
Rowan Anderson
Owen Marsden
Patrick McGuirk
Wyatt Pelow
Avery Stewart
Jack Wildes
    Honors
Natalie Anderson
Willem Bellows
Alexandra Booth
Emma Davey
Marissya Davis
Jesse Fisk
Quinn Healy
Samuel Lloyd
Elizabeth Lyman
Emma Oliver
Serena Rathke
Brayden Ring
Paige Young
    Grade 7:
    High Honors
Alison Alderman
Derek Bader
Sofia Broduer-Stevens
Ella Livengood
Sarah Rambin
Grace St.Pierre
Max Vogel
    Honors
Alyssa Darling
Kaleb Houle-Lawrence
Kaitlyn LeClerc
Paige Morel
Zach Patch
    Grade 6:
    High Honors
Charlie Dussault
Josephine Gillette
Bethany Lessard
Quinn O’Connor
Taylor Porter
Daniela Rathke
    Honors
Teya Bryan
Leanne Gordon
Bella Oliver
Cooper Pelow

Ava Schulenberger
Theodore Sotiropoulos
Aaron Thompson
Dakota Wood
    Grade 5:
    High Honors
Daniel Wildes
    Honors
Jacob Davis
Evan Dennewitz
Grady Gowell
Noah Gragen
Emelia Jewell
Kaylah Johnson
Annaleise Kenyon
Iris Kilton
Maxwell Manley
Nicholas Parrott
Norah Prodoehl
Bryce Robarge
Katelyn Royce
Clara Stewart

Vilas Middle School honor 
roll students
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get in the christmas spirit

We will be OPEN
Christmas Eve from 4-9 pm

& Christmas Day from 4-9 pm

31 Route 103 South • Ludlow, Vermont • 802-228-7222
Open 7 Days • Open for Lunch

Happy Holidays

from our family to yours

C O U N T RY  G I R L  D I N E R
G R E AT  F O O D  A N D  G R E AT  F R I E N D S .  T H AT ’ S  W H AT  W E ’ R E  A L L  A B O U T. 

802.875.1003 | 46 Vermont Rt. 103 South, Chester, Vt. 05143 | www.countr ygir ldiner.com

Serving Breakfast & Lunch 7 Days a Week

Open till Noon Christmas Eve
Closed Christmas Day

Father’s Restaurant

Serving Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner

From Breakfast Foods to Burgers, 

Seafood, Salad Bar, Soups, and More!

Tis the Season for Giving!

Gift Certificates Available for

Father’s Restaurant & 

Miss Bellows Falls Diner

American Homestyle Cuisine

Dine In or Take Out

Open Seven Days 7 am - 8 pm 

(802) 463-3909 
7079 Route 5, Westminster, VT

SKI SEASON OPENING WEEKEND

THURSDAY: Tavern 5-11pm  Local Specials

FRIDAY: Tavern 5-11pm  Magicrita Friday

SATURDAY: Skiing 8:30-4, Tubing 11-7, Concert 8-11

SUNDAY: Skiing 8:30-4, Tubing 11-4, Tavern 6-9

Black Line Music Series Presents 

The Silks, Saturday at 8pm
(no cover)

at MAGIC MOUNTAIN

BLACK LINE

TAVERN

www.magicmtn.com/events

Prime Rib

American Legion 
Post #37
42 Rockingham Street

Bellows Falls, VT

802-463-9700

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER
5:30 PM TO 7:00 PM

December 15th

Dinners are $13/person
which includes coffee/tea & dessert

Hosted by the  
American Legion Baseball Team

Reservations are held until 6:30 pm

Commander Smokey Aumand & the 
‘Friday Night Dinner Committee’  
thanks everyone for their support.

Mike & Tammy’s 
Country Store

(802) 824-8100 • Route 11 Londonderry, VT 05148

Now taking Holiday Orders

Filet Mignon • Boneless Prime Rib • Our Fresh Ground Sirloin • NY Strip Steak

Pies & 
Baskets

Elf on the Shelf
Come get your 
Christmas kisses 
from Jack! His kiss-
ing booth is set up 
at the office, and 
they’re only 5 cents!

Stay tuned! We 
will PRINT WEEKLY 
pictures throughout 
December!

Visit us on Facebook 
and Twitter  
@VermontJournal 
for our DAILY POSTS 
of Jack bringing 
Christmas sprit, 
and mischief, to the 
office.

PHOTO BY 
SHAWNTAE STILLWELL

LUDLOW, Vt. - Volunteers from 
the Vermont central area team are 
celebrating the record-breaking 
collection of more than 8,000 gift-
filled shoeboxes that will remind 
children around the world they are 
loved and not forgotten.
  The Samaritan’s Purse project, 

Operation Christmas Child sur-
passed last year’s Vermont central 
area team donations of shoebox 
gifts. The Vermont central area team 
is now thanking the Ludlow com-
munity for their generous contribu-
tions already on their way to chil-
dren in need worldwide. For many 

of these children, the shoebox gift 
will be the first gift they ever receive.
  Although collections have fin-

ished for the season, there is still 
time to pack a shoebox gift online 
for children affected by war, disease, 
disaster, poverty, and famine. Those 
who prefer the convenience of on-
line shopping can browse www.
samaritanspurse.org/buildonline 
to select gifts matched to a child’s 
specific age and gender. Then fin-
ish packing the virtual shoebox by 
adding a photo and personal note of 
encouragement. They can also do-
nate money per shoebox gift online 
through “Follow Your Box” and re-
ceive a tracking label to discover its 
destination.
  Another way to share the gift of 

giving is by purchasing a gift card 

for a family member 
or friend so they can 
join in the excitement 
of Operation Christ-
mas Child by pack-
ing a shoebox online. 
These shoeboxes - 
filled with school sup-
plies, hygiene items, 
and fun toys - are de-
livered to children in 
some of the hardest-
to-reach countries 
around the world.
  For more informa-

tion on how to par-
ticipate in Operation 
Christmas Child or to 
view gift suggestions, 
call 518-437-0690 or 
visit www.samari-

tanspurse.org/occ.
  Operation Christmas Child 

is a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse, an international Chris-
tian relief and evangelism or-
ganization headed by Frank-
lin Graham. The mission of 
Operation Christmas Child is 
to demonstrate God’s love in 
a tangible way to children in 
need around the world, and 
together with the local church 
worldwide, to share the Good 
News of Jesus Christ. 
  Since 1993, Operation 

Christmas Child has collected 
and delivered more than 146 
million gift-filled shoeboxes 
to children in more than 160 
countries and territories.

Families help bring Christmas joy to children overseas

It’s amazing what a simple gift can do!
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - For gen-
erations, the Springfield Regional 
Chamber of Commerce has been 
proudly hosting Springfield’s Down-
town Holiday Program – lighting the 
poles, hanging the banners, putting 
up the tree, coordinating music and 
caroling for the Tree Lighting Cere-
mony, and, of course, bringing Santa 
to town! In recent years, we’ve been 

happy to join forces with Springfield 
On the Move (SOM) to expand the 
offerings and bring even more cheer 
and festivity to the event. The Holi-
day Program continues to grow, and 
it truly takes a village to pull the 
whole thing off!
  Hark! The distant sound of sirens 

could be heard, as Santa’s Firetruck 
and Police escort made their way to 
the center of town. Kids “ooohed” 
and “ahhhed” as the flashing vehicles 
came to a halt, and cheers erupted 
as Santa himself, and Mrs. Claus, 
emerged to greet the crowd with 
hugs and “Ho, Ho, Hos.” They made 
their merry way through the masses 
to Santa’s House, where Santa chose 
a lucky little child (Laila Ruzzo, age 
5), and lifted her into the air to help 
him flip the magic switch to light the 
holiday tree. With a flash, and anoth-
er cheer, the twinkling lights burst on 
to illuminate the tree, and the shin-
ing faces of the waiting people.  
  When asked what she wants for 

Christmas, little Laila Ruzzo (who 
was just recently adopted into her 
loving forever home) replied with a 
shy smile, “A big family!” What a spe-
cial dream come true! 

  We’d like to offer 
our gratitude to all 
the folks who helped 
to make this year’s 
event such a success! 
Thanks to Chamber 
President Jeff Perkins 
and Vice President 
Dan Harrington for 
lighting the poles and 
hanging the banners. 
SOM, in collabora-
tion with the Spring-
field Garden Club, for 
the wreaths adorning 
poles. People’s United 
Bank for providing 
a safe space for the 
festivities. Christmas 
Trees at Bishop Farm for donating 
the beautiful tree. Brian Hernon and 
our friends at HB Energy Solutions 
for putting long hours into setting 
up the tree and Santa’s house and 
stringing so many lights! Lawrence 
& Wheeler for facilitating the WiFi 
speakers with holiday music. All the 
downtown businesses who decorated 
their storefronts to enhance the twin-
kling atmosphere. Springfield Com-
munity Band and Springfield High 

School Band for providing the lively 
entertainment. Peter MacGillivray, 
Walter Martone, Sophia Lihatsh, and 
the All-4-One volunteers who han-
dled the luminaries. Shirley Cooper 
who knitted the hats and mittens for 
the mitten tree. Rene Capen for de-
signing the sticker map. Springfield 
Fire Department and Springfield Po-
lice Department for escorting Santa 
in such fantastic style. CERT for di-
recting traffic to ensure safe travels 
for pedestrians amongst the vehicles. 
And everyone who came out Friday, 
Dec. 1 to participate and share in the 
fun!

  Article written by Caitlin Christi-
ana, Springfield Regional Chamber 
of Commerce.

Another magical downtown holiday program

Anna Ruzzo (left) and Laila Ruzzo (right) getting holi-
day hugs from Santa and Mrs. Claus.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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LOCAL 
HISTORY
BY RON PATCH

Ron Patch is a Chester 
native, Chester 
Historical Society 
president, and a lifelong 
antiques dealer. 

He can be reached at 
802-374-0119 or email 
knotz69@gmail.com

Open at 3 pm for Dinner!

Some of our Crowd Pleasers
Appetizers
Chicken Wings seasoned with your choice of sauce
Oysters Fresh Shucked with a house cocktail sauce

Soup
Maine Lobster and Corn Chowder

Sandwich
6 oz. Boyden Farms fresh local  
   organic pasture-raised beef Burger

Dinner
Buttermilk Fried Chicken
Slow Roasted Dr. Pepper Beef Brisket
Pan Seared 10 oz. Strip Steak

Kid’s Menu Available for all ages

Serving American Comfort Foods

802-226-7251•LikeusonFacebook•2588Route103,Proctorsville,VT
Open3-9pmThur-Mon;1-8pmSun;ClosedTue&Wed

Friday & Saturday

Prime Rib Dinner  
w/ Baked Potato & Side

Only $2300

FullBar•CraftBeers• Wine

284 River Street • Springfield, VT • 802-885-2200
Open Monday - Saturday 11:00 AM - 9:00 PM • Sunday 8:00 AM - 8:00 PM

i t r e  l le

Early Bird 
Dinners

4:00 pm - 5:30 pm Moday - Friday  ~  Excludes Holidays

FilET
mignon

8 oz

haddock
broilEd
or FriEd

$1400 $1100

Black Board lunch SpecialS
Served Monday - Saturday from 11am - 4pm

• Teriyaki Steak Tips - $1000

• Maple Glazed Salmon - $900

• Fish & Chips - $800

• Chicago Prime Rib - $1300

• Baked Shrimp, Haddock, Scallops - $1200

Other Daily Black Board 

Specials Available

 p c a s nclud  your o ce of  

aked otato  w t otato r s  

OR R gu ar r s; AN  a o c  of 

V g tabl  of t  ay O  C es aw  

E  H y

(802)463-4766
On The Square • Bellows Falls, VT

www.bfoperahouse.com

“THE LAST JEDI”
(Rated PG-13)

Saturday: 1:00pm, 4:30pm, 8:00pm

4:00pm, 7:15pmSunday:

Friday: 7:00 pm

Monday: 7:15pm

Tuesday: 7:15 pm

Dec 15th - dec 19th

WEDNESDAY
NIGHT CLASSICS

ALL TICKETS: $5.00
Small Popcorn 50¢ on Monday

Medium Popcorn, Soda & Any Candy $5.00

 
“WHITE CHRISTMAS” 

(1954) (NOT RATED)

Wednesday, Dec. 20th @ 7:30pm

distinctive cuisine 
inspiring cocktails

popolomeanspeople.com

a
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Get ski-thru BBQ lunch 
at the base of 

Okemo’s Southface lift

BBQ Take-Out
Catering for all Occasions

Visit our BBQ HQ on Route 103 South, Ludlow

Save $$ Pre-Order and bring hot dinner home

Snowmobile Fuel - VAST 127

802-228-8934   -   sowvt@hotmail.com   -   Find us on 

(802) 460-1200

92 rockingham street | Bellows falls, Vt

open 7 Days 11 am - 8 pm | Dine in or take out | BYoB

Lunch Delivery available

taKe a BreaK from hoLiDaY fare

Great PLaCe to reLaX after shoPPinG

Gift CarDs 

maKe tastY Gifts!

  One of Chester’s 
more interesting 
buildings is the old 
Yosemite Firehouse 
in the Depot.
The Chester His-

torical Society was 
deeded this fire-
house some 40 years 
ago by Pember Ha-
zen. For 40 years the 
historical society 
kept power to the 
building as well as 
basic maintenance. 
For those 40 years 
we kept the build-
ing insured and we 
allowed the Town 
of Chester to store 
their antique fire 
equipment at no 
charge. 
  Further with grant 

writing help from Michael Leon-
ard working on behalf of the 
historical society $35,000 was 
raised for improvements to the 
firehouse. Both the hose tower 
and bell tower were repaired and 
repainted. Rotted clapboards 
were replaced where needed. 
This restoration was complete 
down to the eaves.
  Many readers will be aware 

how much insurance has in-
creased in the last decade. Ches-
ter Historical Society was pay-
ing $1,200 yearly to insure the 
firehouse. This $1,200 became 
a burden and to top it off we 
couldn’t do anything with the 
building. 
  There is no water or sewer to 

the building and parking is a 
problem. At best there is parking 
for three vehicles. Chester His-
torical Society board members 
held meetings to discuss what 
to do. The board decided to look 
into selling the firehouse. This 

town will have clear title to Yo-
semite Firehouse. It will take tens 
of thousands of dollars to restore 
the firehouse and then there is the 
question of what to do with it?
  It’s hard to imagine it as a busi-

ness as there is no parking. Snow-
plows in the winter push snow right 
up against the building as much as 
four feet high. The firehouse could 
be moved to another location, 
which probably makes the most 
sense. But that would be another 
expensive project. So what will be-
come of it? I’m sure the town will be 
asking residents for their ideas.
  When it was first built in the late 

1800s automobiles had not been in-
vented. Being so close to the road in 
those days with horse and buggies 
driving by there would have been 
no danger. Today if you step out the 
door and take two steps, you’re in 
the road. 
At the historical society we have a 

number of old photos of Yosemite. 
Recently Ted Spaulding donated to 

the historical society a group of 
old Chester photos. One photo 
in that donation is the photo 
with this article. A period in-
scription on the reverse reads: 
“John Marshall driver Oct 1903.” 
In those days the firehouse was 
painted a soft yellow not red as 
we see it today.
  The matched pair of white 

horses belonged to John Mar-
shall. Those horses are hitched 
to the 1849 Hunneman Pumper, 
which is stored in the firehouse.
Instead of an old saying I offer 

a song we sang in first grade at 
Chester Elementary School at 
Christmas time.

“Christmas is coming, the geese 
are getting fat
Please put a penny in the old 
man’s hat
If you haven’t got a penny, a 
ha’penny will do
If you haven’t got a ha’penny, 
then God bless you!”

Yosemite Firehouse

sparked a vigorous response 
from the public.
  We then decided to of-

fer Yosemite to the Town of 
Chester as a gift. The town at-
torney began the long process 
of title searches, which led to 
some interesting discoveries. 
It was discovered that the his-
torical society never owned 
the building even though we 
had a deed. So for 40 years the 
historical society paid the in-
surance and maintenance for 
a property we never owned. 
That’s like paying child sup-
port all your life and then dis-
covering it isn’t your kid.
  Pember Hazen never had 

title to Yosemite therefore his 
transferring title to the his-
torical society was not valid. 
It’s a confusing chain of own-
ership but town attorney Jim 
Carroll is nearing the end. 
Perhaps you’ve seen notices 
in local papers for those that 
might have a claim to the 
property to step forward.
  According to Julie Hance, 

Executive Assistant to the 
Town Manager, the town at-
torney’s bill to date is a little 
over $17,200 and will in-
crease. But when done the 

Yosemite firehouse Ca. 1903 John Marshall driver.
PHOTO PROVIDED BY TED SPAULDING

BY RON PATCH

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

LUDLOW, Vt. - Last week I was 
contacted by a couple in Maine who 
found an article online that I had 
written last April regarding B.M. 
Bailey, a Ludlow silversmith. The 
reach I have with the Journal/Shop-
per continues to amaze me. Below is 
their email and my reply.

  “Mr. Patch,
  “I am writing to you from Eliot, 

Maine. In doing some online research 
on some family silver we have, I was 
excited to find the article you had 
written in the Vermont Journal on 
April 18, 2017 about B. M Bailey, 
Ludlow Silversmith.
  “It was enlightening for the history 

it contained.
  “My husband and I definitely pulled 

the two spoons we have from what 
was heading to the silver buyer to be 
sold and melted down.
  “I have enclosed pictures below of 

the two spoons, one tablespoon-size 
with the B. M. BAILEY mark on it, 
and the other teaspoon-size with the 
PALMER BATCHELDERS & CO 
mark on it.
  “I am at a loss of whether I should 

shine these up with silver polish or 
keep the patina on them.
  “They are initialed. I tried doing 

some research on the initials, but have 
come up blank. The large spoon (B. M. 
BAILEY) has scripted – L.J. Rice or 
I.J. Rice. The small spoon (PALMER 
BATCHELDERS&CO) has scripted – 
E.M.B.
  “My husband’s family on his Moth-

er’s side (Gould) came from Vermont, 
from the Morrisville area, giving us a 
great historical interest in that B. M. 
Bailey was a Vermont Silversmith.
  “Is it possible to date the spoons? I 

would love to know more about them.
  “Do you know what these are 

worth, or if there is a market out there 
for them? Or a way to find more his-
tory through the initials on them.
  “Thank you for writing the interest-

ing article on B. M. Bailey, Vermont 
Silversmith. It was a nice touch of his-
tory to learn about.
  “Sincerely,
  “James and Darla
  “Eliot, Maine”

  Hello in Maine. 
  Back in the 1980s, I did a lot of 

business with auctioneers in Maine. 
Jim Julia in Fairfield and J.J. Keat-
ing in your town so I know the area 
well. The large Bailey spoon you 
have in the trade is referred to as a 
“serving spoon”, not tablespoon. It’s 
a very nice spoon. I would carefully 
clean the spoons but be very care-
ful around the engraving and mak-
ers hallmarks. Abrasive cleaner will 
remove silver and you don’t want to 
make the marks weaker.

  Not a lot has been written on the 
Baileys, perhaps the best source 
is a book “Vermont clock, watch-
makers and silversmiths” by Carl-
isle. I would value the Bailey spoon 
at $125 and the Palmer spoon at 
about $25. As to original owners, 
you would have to do the geneal-
ogy of your husband’s family and 
hopefully find a Rice. Ludlow is 
not far from Chester and Grafton. 

Years ago, these towns had several 
Rice families.

The tale of a silver spoon

The initialled spoon handle.
PHOTO PROVIDED

B.M. Bailey Serving spoons.
PHOTO PROVIDED

B M Bailey hallmark on Maine spoon.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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Letters to the Editor

Op-Ed: Of drones, schools, and grandchildren

Op-Ed: A $15 minimum wage would be disastrous for Vermont

opinion

Dear Editor,

  Fellow residents of Bennington and 
the surrounding area, we are asking 
you to join us on National Wreaths 
Across America Day; Dec. 16 at noon 
at the Vermont Veterans’ Home on 325 
North Street in Bennington. Each De-
cember on National Wreaths Across 
America Day, the mission to “Remem-
ber, Honor, and Teach” is carried out 
by coordinating wreath-laying cer-
emonies at Arlington National Cem-
etery, as well as over 1,100 additional 
locations in all 50 states, at sea, and 

abroad. We at the Vermont Veterans’ 
Home are honored to participate in 
this national event as one of the loca-
tions.
  Last year the day was cold, windy, 

and snowing, yet as hardy Vermont-
ers you attended and participated in 
honoring those who had served our 
great nation. Observing all who were 
present lay a wreath, call out the Vet-
erans name, and salute each time was 
a memory I shall always carry with me.
  If you are a leader of a youth orga-

nization, please consider attending 
this event with your group. This is a 
tremendous opportunity to “Remem-
ber, Honor, and Teach” about our heri-
tage and heroes. These graves contain 
warriors from the Civil War to cur-
rent conflicts. Our earliest interments 
contain warriors who marched south 
into the unknown so that others may 
be free.
  Please bring family and friends to 

participate in this year’s event. It is vi-
tally important for our children to un-

derstand and honor our departed vet-
erans on this day. The ceremony itself 
is short, but meaningful. Its purpose is 
not to “decorate graves,” but to com-
memorate their sacrifice and dedica-
tion to these United States and to the 
cause of freedom. 
  Looking forward to seeing you there!

  Semper Fidelis
  Colonel A. M. Faxon Jr
  Deputy/COO Vermont Veterans’ 

Home

Dear Editor,

  The Okemo Trot It Off 5K is a fam-
ily and community-oriented event 
that takes place each year on the Sat-
urday after Thanksgiving. Proceeds 
from the event go to support the 
Wendy Neal Scholarship Fund and 
the programs of Black River Good 
Neighbor Services, which serves 
Ludlow and the surrounding area. 
The event is a long-standing tradition 
at Okemo and the Black River Good 
Neighbors staff, volunteers, and cli-
ents would like to thank the organiz-
ers, and especially Leslie Boyle for 
their dedication and support. 
  This 5K running and walking race 

is designed for the avid runner or 
the recreational walker eager to burn 
off the calories from that extra slice 
of Thanksgiving dessert. Either way, 
the money raised will go towards 
feeding those who may not have the 
good fortune of a Thanksgiving din-
ner, and the toys donated will go into 
holiday baskets for their children.

Thank you, 
Peter LaBelle
President
Black River Good Neighbor Ser-

vices
Ludlow, Vt. 

  Just as we were thinking that “The 
Matrix” and “The Terminator” were 
science fiction, the evening news 
shows us a different reality. We are 
being tracked by our own personal 
devices. Cameras with facial recogni-
tion systems increasingly pervade cor-
ridors and are carried by drones. Rais-
ing the specter of all seeing snoops, 
these are well within the grasp of to-
day’s technology. These are but faint 
harbingers of more pervasive intru-
sions, which will affect everyone in a 
multitude of ways. Our jobs, what we 
buy, our hobbies, what will be taught 
in schools, and our personal lives will 
be – despite weak assurances – open 
to the public. This will change the very 
nature of society. 
  But that’s not all. Open the federal 

and state Departments of Labor’s web-
sites and go to the work force projec-
tions. A quick look shows the bulk of 
job vacancies are low-paying. This is 
troubling enough but routine jobs are 
being automated and will basically be 
gone by the end of the 2020s. That’s 
about 40 percent of today’s jobs says a 
Yale-Oxford research team. By 2065, 
artificial intelligence will match, then 
exceed, human capabilities reports 
MIT Technology Review. Different 
sources estimate different dooms-
days but it all happens in our grand-
children’s lifetimes. We already see 

self-driving cars and trucks, delivery 
by drone, the desertification of shop-
ping malls, and banking by teller-less 
ATM. As these trends continue, a huge 
segment of the newly trained STEM 
population will be unemployed or un-
deremployed. 
  An Obama White House working 

group report says the jobs that will 
disappear first are those that are lower 
paid, lower skilled, and require less 
education. This raises the specter of 
even greater gaps between the afflu-
ent and the increasingly unemployed. 
Machines will be able to repair them-
selves and enhance their own capabili-
ties without human intervention (or 
control). Further advances in STEM 
technologies and manufacturing will 
be accomplished much more effi-
ciently with artificial intelligence. Car 
problems are already diagnosed and 
even repaired by plugging a computer 
into one of the many computers in the 
car. Speaking to the dangers of this 
brave new world, Bill Gates said in the 
Washington Post, “I don’t understand 
why some people are not concerned.” 
Tesla’s Elon Musk says it is the great-
est risk for civilization, “With artificial 
intelligence we are summoning the 
demon.” 
  We already see the middle class be-

ing hollowed out. Paradoxically, tech-
nology reduces the need for highly 

skilled workers. Among other reasons, 
this is why we see a fraction of the 
top one percent accumulating dispro-
portionate wealth as the middle class 
slides into poverty. As demonstrated 
by the proposed federal tax reforms, 
the privileged have shown little con-
cern for the less fortunate. Much has 
been made of achievement gaps, but it 
is the increasing wealth gap that poses 
the greater risk.
  Noting that technological change 

has always resulted in increased eco-
nomic growth, President Obama’s 
artificial intelligence task force rec-
ommended embracing new cyber 
capabilities for their obvious benefits. 
The group’s recommendations, unfor-
tunately, don’t match the scope of the 
problem; the mandatory recitation of 
STEM sound bites is provided along 
with a laundry list of current safety net 
programs. These initiatives lack the 
scope and scale needed to deal with 
massive social, occupational, and eco-
nomic restructuring.
  For our schools and our grandchil-

dren, subject matter knowledge is es-
sential but not enough. The tasks before 
us require a rebalancing of educational 
purposes. Educational reformers vac-
uously talk about high standards, the 
common core, standardized tests, and 
accountability systems but ignore the 
most important requirement – which 

is how we use these skills. It is to build 
a fairer and more democratic society. 
  It is hard to conceive of a stable so-

ciety when huge proportions of the 
people will essentially be jobless while 
total wealth continues to increase. Will 
we invent new ways of conceiving of 
the common wealth and how it will be 
allocated? “No government is legiti-
mate,” said Ron Dworkin, “that does 
not show equal concern for the fate of 
all those citizens over whom it claims 
dominion and from whom it claims 
allegiance.” 
  A society can exist only as long as 

it holds cooperative and mutually 
supporting values. As our nation was 
brought into a united set of states by 
the molding of a common ethos, we 
must restore the bonds of commu-
nity. In a time of atomistic isolation, 
we must redefine our culture, and we 
must reform our government as well 
as our schools for the benefit, if not 
for the very lives, of our children and 
grandchildren.

  Article written by William J. Mathis. 
Mathis is the managing director of 
the National Education Policy Cen-
ter and the vice-chair of the Vermont 
state board of education. The views 
expressed do not necessarily reflect the 
views of any organization with which 
he is affiliated. 

  When the legislature returns in 
January, it appears that passing a law 
mandating a $15 minimum wage in 
Vermont will be a top priority. This is 
what Senate President Pro Tem Tim 
Ashe (D/P-Chittenden) has prom-
ised, and a six member summer study 
committee voted 4-2 along party lines 
to recommend moving forward with 
some pathway to a $15 an hour.
  Don’t do this.
  Ashe said in an interview with VPR, 

“There is no policy right now that 
I’m aware of that compares with the 
potential magnitude of benefit of as 
increasing the minimum wage.” Ac-
tually, the opposite is true. It’s hard to 
imagine a policy that would do more 
damage to the economy in general or 
to the low-income workers the policy 

is intended to benefit.
  Consider that if Vermont were 

adopt a $15 minimum wage, the cost 
to hire unskilled or entry-level labor 
here would be more than double what 
it is in New Hampshire where the 
hourly minimum wage is, and is likely 
to remain, $7.25. This, described by 
the Joint Fiscal Office as “the largest 
historical spread on record,” would be 
a crippling competitive disadvantage 
for Vermont employers. Who in their 
right mind would start (or keep) a 
business dependent upon low-skilled 
labor in Vermont given this disparity?
  We know the sales tax differential 

between Vermont and New Hamp-
shire (6 percent vs. 0 percent) has 
been a powerful motivator driving 
economic activity across the border, 

but a $15 minimum wage would be 
explosively so. Think of it as a 107 
percent tax on minimum wage level 
labor. This would not only drive em-
ployers to New Hampshire, but more 
customers as well. With wages at half 
the rate of their Vermont competition, 
New Hampshire businesses would be 
able to offer products and services at 
much cheaper rates – as well as tax-
free! This dynamic will not end well 
for Vermont.
  While we can understand, respect, 

and sympathize with the desire to 
help our friends and neighbors who 
are struggling to make ends meet, 
mandating a $15 minimum wage will 
be more harmful than beneficial to 
most.
  The Vermont Joint Fiscal office 

warned that were this to pass between 
two and three thousand low-wage 
workers would lose their jobs. The 

Heritage Foundation did a study esti-
mating that number could be as high 
as 11,000. Everybody on the summer 
study committee agreed that a large 
number of Vermonters will see their 
hourly wage go to zero as a result of 
this increase, not $15.
  Proponents, however, believe sacri-

ficing these folks is worth it because 
many more will benefit. But will they? 
Seattle, which raised its minimum 
wage to $13 on the way to $15 in 
2021, has already witnessed workers 
who made $19 an hour or less lose an 
average $1,500 a year in income as a 
result of employers cutting hours to 
compensate for the higher wage rate. 
According to a study conducted by 
Washington State University, Seattle 
businesses adapted to the minimum 
wage increases by reducing the hours 
for workers in low-wage jobs ($13-
$19/hr.) by about 9 percent.

  Moreover, of those who do manage 
to keep their jobs and pocket the ben-
efits of the higher wage, many will end 
up losing state benefits with a greater 
value than their increased wages. Al-
though one would hope moving peo-
ple off of public assistance would be 
an objective of this policy, proponents 
of the $15 wage don’t necessarily see 
it that way.
  VPR reports, “Ashe says the Leg-

islature can devise ways to insulate 
low-wage workers from undue losses 
in benefits.” What that means, accord-
ing to the summer study committee 
report, is increasing the threshold for 
benefits to negate harm. This “would 
cost between $4.8 and $12.8 million 
annually,” and, of course, would have 
to be funded by a reduction in spend-
ing in other parts of government or a 
tax increase.
  We all want to see our economy 

succeed and our fellow Vermont-
ers pocketing more money. But, the 
$15 minimum wage is a policy that 
will certainly cost thousands of low-
income Vermonters their jobs, put 
our businesses at a historically severe 
competitive disadvantage with New 
Hampshire as well as other states, will 
increase the cost of local goods and 
services, and could require a $12.8 
million tax increase to ensure people 
who are getting higher wages won’t 
lose benefits.
  Is this really a policy we want to 

embrace? The warm fuzzy feeling 
advocates will get if this passes won’t 
last much longer than the celebratory 
press conference.

  Article written by Rob Roper. Rop-
er is president of the Ethan Allen In-
stitute. David Flemming, policy ana-
lyst, contributed to this piece.
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BROMLEY MANOR

Give yourself a Holiday Gift!!
   
Competitive rates, no purchase, monthly rental. So easy…

 • Assisted Living or Residential Care
 • Memory Care
 • Independent Living
 • Short Term Stays

We offer apartments of varying sizes & styles, extensive 

community spaces and amenities, understatedly elegant, 

home environment, great location and experienced staff.  
 

Open House – Fri, Sat, Sun, 1-4 pm
               
2595 Depot Street, Manchester Center 

schedule a private tour, call 802-367-3988

email info@bromleymanor.org, visit www.bromleymanor.org

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Norman 
Stevens entered peacefully into eter-
nal life on Nov. 27, 2017 at Ocala 
Health and Rehabilitation Center in 
Ocala, Fla. Present were his wife and 
close staff.
  Stevens was born in West Townsh-

end, Vt. on Pearl Harbor Day, Dec. 
7, 1941 in the home of his grandpar-
ents Harry and Bess Jension. His fa-
ther was the late Chester Stevens and 
mother Maxine Enright, still resid-
ing in Westmoreland, N.H.
  Stevens graduated from Bellows 

Falls High School and went on to 
attend Central Connecticut State 
College in New Britain, Conn. for 
accounting. He loved photography, 
art, and dancing. He enjoyed music 
including from the Monks of the 
Weston Priory in Weston. He en-
joyed vacationing to ocean locations. 
  In later years, Stevens was a Bible 

study teacher for several years at St. 
Mark’s United Methodist Church 
in Ocala, Fla. He and his wife also 
conducted Sunday school for youth 
in juvenile prisons in the Ocala area. 
He was also involved with the teach-
ing of the Christian Twelve Steps for 
10 years, serving adults with addic-
tions.
  He is survived by his wife Mick-

ey Stevens of Fla., his son Timothy 
Stevens of New York, his daugh-

ter Tamitha Stevens of New York, 
his mother Maxine Enright of New 
Hampshire, and a brother Larry Ste-
vens of Connecticut. He has other 
close family members in the Bellows 
Falls area.
  There was a celebration memorial 

held in Ocala on his birthday Dec. 
7 to celebrate his life. A celebration 
gathering will be held in the future 
in the Bellows Falls area.
  If you wish, contributions can be 

given in his name to the Alzheimer’s 
& Dementia Resource Center, 1505 
Lake Highland Dr., Orlando, FL, 
32803. Attention Edith Gendron.

Norman Stevens, 1941 - 2017. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

CHESTER, Vt. - Danna de Roche-
fort, of Chester, Vt., loving moth-
er, grandmother, and friend, died 
peacefully in her sleep, surrounded 
by her children and grandchildren, 
on Dec. 3, 2017. She was 86.
  De Rochefort was born on July 21, 

1931 in Thompson, Conn., to Dr. 
James Edward Breslin and his wife 
Adeline Breslin, née Devereaux. She 
grew up in Pittsfield, Mass., where 
she attended public schools through 
the eighth grade and completed high 
school at the Academy of the Sacred 
Heart in Albany, N.Y. She attended 
St. Michael’s College at the Univer-
sity of Toronto, graduating in 1952 
with a degree in philosophy. 
  After graduating, she moved to 

New York and became a social work-
er for the New York Foundling Hos-
pital. She married Jean de Rochefort, 
a banker with the Irving Trust Com-
pany, in 1955 and spent the next de-
cade living abroad in Laos and Hong 
Kong before settling in Stamford, 
Conn.
  De Rochefort had many interests. 

Active in sports, she especially loved 
tennis and skiing. Adept at bridge, 
de Rochefort was a frequent player. 
Gardening was also a longtime pas-
sion. While in Stamford, she volun-
teered for many causes in the com-
munity and was politically active, at 
one time a delegate to the conven-
tion for presidential candidate Eu-
gene McCarthy. 
  In 1980, she moved permanently 

to Chester, Vt. where the family had 

a property and became a substitute 
teacher in Chester public schools.
  De Rochefort is survived by her 

five children, son Marc de Roche-
fort of Toulouse, France, his children 
Tristan and Simone; daughter Ghis-
laine de Rochefort of Washington, 
D.C., her children Maximilian and 
Sebastian; son Pierre de Rochefort 
of Geneva, Switzerland, his children 
Leila and Nicolas; son Laurent de 
Rochefort of Woods Hole, Mass.; 
daughter Alexandra de Buy Wenni-
ger of Topsfield, Mass. and her chil-
dren Isabella, Carolina, and Ciaran. 
She is also survived by her sister Su-
san Breslin of Folly Beach, S.C. 
  A memorial service was held Sat-

urday, Dec. 9, at 2 p.m. at the First 
Universalist Parish, North Street, 
Chester, VT.

Danna de Rochefort, 1931 - 2017.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Madalene E. 
Paine, 100, passed away on Wednes-
day morning Dec. 6, 2017 at the 
Springfield Health and Rehab. Cen-
ter. Born in Worcester, Mass. on Jan. 
31, 1917, she was the daughter of 
Walter Lacillade and Laura (Spar-
row) Lacillade. As a child, she lived 
part of each year with her extended 
family in Montpelier and Barre, Vt., 
until her family relocated to Spring-
field when she was 9 years old. From 
that time onward, Springfield was 
her home. Even so, she spent many 
summers travelling to northern Ver-
mont to spend time with her beloved 
cousins Katherine (McGrath) Sher-
man and Barbara McGrath and their 
mutual extended family.
  As a young woman, Paine worked 

in private service doing general 
housework for both the Damon and 
Hildebrandt families of Springfield. 
She subsequently was hired as an 
employee of the Jones and Lampson 
Company. Originally hired as a caf-
eteria worker who pushed carts of 
food through the shop to distribute 
to workers - she was one of three 
women assigned to this work- she 
rose to become the cafeteria’s as-
sistant cashier and then its head 
cashier. During World War II, her 
shifts ran seven days a week and she 
often worked back-to-back shifts 
keeping her at J&L through both the 
day and the night.
  Paine met Lester E. Paine, Jr. of 

Providence, R.I. when he came to the 
Springfield area to work in a WPA 
Camp prior to the war. They married 
in Dec. 1945 after Lester returned 
from service in the Pacific Islands. 
It was a no-frills ceremony, and they 
spent the rest of their 49 years of 
married life arguing about what the 
exact date of their marriage ceremo-
ny had been. Paine continued for a 

while to work at J&L as a part-time 
cashier, and she and Lester built their 
own home with their own hands in 
the Goulds Mills section of Spring-
field. Together, they raised their two 
children and two grandchildren un-
til Lester passed away in 1995.
  Paine’s hobbies included vora-

ciously reading books - the “cozies” 
genres of mysteries were her favorite 
type - and exercising her outstand-
ing cooking skills. Throughout her 
life, she was a caregiver to others. At 
various points when she was needed, 
she took into her home her mother, 
her only sister Pearl Lacillade Dana, 
her father-in-law Lester E. Paine Sr., 
and her maternal uncle Orlando 
Sparrow. During her husband’s final 
illness, she was his primary caregiver 
for two years. She was also instru-
mental in raising her two grandchil-
dren, and her house was a permanent 
second home for them throughout 
their childhood.
  She is survived by her daughter 

Linda Regan and her son-in-law 
Bruce Regan of Springfield, her son 
Richard E. Paine and his husband 
John Shindler of Naperville, Ill., her 
grandson Shane K. Regan of Brook-
lyn, N.Y., her granddaughter Shan-
non L. Regan of Portland, Maine, 
and numerous much beloved cous-
ins (particularly the Sherman and 
McGrath families) living in northern 
Vermont.
  A funeral service was held at 11 

a.m. on Monday, Dec. 11, 2017 at the 
Davis Memorial Chapel in Spring-
field, Vt. Reverend George Keeler of-
ficiated. Burial followed in the Oak-
land Cemetery in Springfield.
  In lieu of flowers, donations may 

be made in her memory to the 
Springfield Humane Society, 401 
Skitchewaug Trail, Springfield, VT, 
05156.

ROCKINGHAM, Vt. - Claire G. 
Lambert, 95, of Wiley Hill Road, 
formerly of Lunenburg, Mass. and 
Warner Robins, Ga., died Monday, 
Dec. 4, 2017. Lambert was born in 
Fitchburg, Mass. on Nov. 2, 1922, 
the daughter of Henry and Flora 
(Vallee) Boudreau. She was a gradu-
ate of Fitchburg High School. Fol-
lowing graduation, she worked as 
a secretary for a lawyer, as a saw 
inspector for Simond Saw & Steal, 
a book keeper for a furniture store, 
and then in customer service for 
Mass Gas & Electric. During World 
War II, she volunteered as a nurse’s 
aide at St. Bernard’s Hospital in 
Leominster, Mass. Lambert was a 
member of the Golden Hearts of Sa-
cred Heart Catholic Church of War-
ner Robins, Ga., the Bellows Falls, 
Vt. Women’s Club, and the Women’s 
Fellowship of the United Church of 
Bellows Falls. She particularly en-
joyed cooking, baking, and reading.
  On Sept. 4, 1944, she married Er-

nest R. Lambert who predeceased 
her. Surviving is her son David 
Lambert and wife Priscilla of Rock-
ingham, Vt.; her daughter in-law 
Martha Lambert; her grandchil-
dren: David Lambert, Jr., Michael 
Lambert, Priscilla and husband 
Chris Seaton, Cheryl and husband 
James Eddy, Eric Lambert, Jenni-
fer and husband Jeff Edmunds, and 
Ethan and wife Carrie Lambert. 
And her great grandchildren: Sara 
and Quinn Lambert; Ethan and 
Logan Eddy; Talia and Sebastian 
Seaton; Alana, Hailey, Jackson, and 
Charlotte Lambert; and Mackenzie 

Edmunds. She is predeceased by her 
parents, her son John M. Lambert, 
and her brother Henry Boudreau.
  There will be calling hours 6 – 8 

p.m. Friday, Dec. 15 at Fenton & 
Hennessey Funeral Home in Bel-
lows Falls, Vt. A funeral mass will 
be celebrated 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
16 at St. Charles Church in Bellows 
Falls, Vt. There will be a reception 
following the service at the United 
Church, 8 School Street, Bellows 
Falls, VT. Burial will be in the Mas-
sachusetts National Cemetery in 
Bourne, Mass. at 2:30 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 18.
  Memorial contributions may be 

made to VNH of VT & NH, PO Box 
881, Brattleboro, VT, 05301; Bellows 
Falls Area Senior Center, 18 Tuttle 
Street, Bellows Falls, VT, 05101; or 
to Brattleboro Hospice, 191 Canal 
Street, Brattleboro, VT, 05301.

Claire G. Lambert, 1922 - 2017. 
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Franklin Ed-
ward Curran passed away on Dec. 
5, 2017 at his Springfield, Vt. home 
in the presence of his family. He was 
born Feb. 26, 1929 in Northamp-
ton, Mass., the son of William and 
Margaret Curran. There he grew up 
helping in his father’s grocery store, 
graduated from Northampton High, 
and studied electronics at AIC in 
Springfield, Mass. He met the love of 
his life at a Smith College function 
and married Nancy Scrimgeour in 
Dec. 1950. 
  He joined the Air Force and was 

stationed in Biloxi, Miss., where he 
taught electronics. The first four 
of his seven children were born 
in Biloxi and when discharged, he 
and Nancy made their way back to 
Chelmsford, Mass. From there, he 
went to work for Bell Labs in New 
Jersey where he designed circuits, 
one of which helped guide Telstar. 
His children can remember watch-
ing the night sky to see the satellite 
that “Daddy helped make go.” 
  After three more children were 

born, Curran transferred to Allen-
town, Pa. and from there to Am-
herst, Mass., where he continued his 
work with thin film circuitry even-
tually developing and refining laser 
techniques.
  While in Amherst, keeping horses 

became a family hobby. He and Nan-
cy took the draft horse class at North 
Adams State College, and from their 
teacher, they acquired their first Per-
cheron, Billie Jean. Upon retiring to 
their farm in Springfield, Vt., they 
were able to raise and work many 
more horses.
  He was predeceased by his dar-

ling wife Nancy, his brothers Wil-

liam and Robert, his sister Margaret, 
his sons Joseph and J. Timothy, his 
daughter Mary Ann, and his grand-
son Jacob.
  He is survived by his sons Michael 

and wife Barbara, Peter and wife San-
dy, his daughters Susan and husband 
Peter Korbet, and Amy and husband 
Bruce Caldwell. He is also survived 
by his grandsons James, Frank, and 
Joseph; his granddaughters Sar-
ah, Karen, Martha, Elysia, Grace, 
Matilda, Georgia; their spouses; his 
step-family Christopher, Kate, Ryan, 
Dylan, Christina, Laura, Peter, and 
Ella; and his great-grandchildren 
Meredith, Eleanor, Landyn, Lilian-
na, Jack, Fern, Ida, Will, Ava, James, 
Kyden, and Enid who renewed his 
joy towards the end of his life. 
  At Curran’s request, there will be 

no services. Donations in his mem-
ory may be made to a Veteran’s Or-
ganization of your choosing. Davis 
Memorial Chapel in Springfield is 
assisting with arrangements.

Franklin E. Curran, 1929 - 2017. 
PHOTO PROVIDED
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BELLOWS FALLS, VT.
Faith Christian Church, 582 
Rockingham Rd.
Pastor Matt and Brenda Farkas 
welcome all to come and enjoy 
their services. Sunday worship 
music & song at 10 a.m. Children’s 
Church (3-7 years) at 10:30 a.m. 
802-591-1350. www.Sapatv.org  -  
“Doing Life.” www.fact8.com - “Say 
What!” Dec.24, CHRISTmas ‘Eve’ 
service (call ahead).

CHESTER, VT. 
Chester Baptist Church, 162 
Main St. 
The annual Christmas Vespers 
Service on Sunday, Dec. 17 at 6 
p.m. Celebrate the season with 
Christmas lessons and carols 
interspersed with poetry and other 
Christmas music. The service will 
conclude with a candle lighting 
ceremony, and refreshments will 
follow.

PLYMOUTH, VT.
Tyson Congregational Church, 
Corner of Rt. 100 and Dublin Rd. 
Worship begins at 10:30 on 
Sundays. 802-228-5114. Christmas 
Candle Light Service on Dec. 17 at 
7 p.m., all are welcome!

SPRINGFIELD, VT. 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
21 Fairground Rd. 
Solstice Candlelight Service: Need 
hope? Sunday, Dec. 17, 5 p.m. 
with Rev. Dr. Mellen Kennedy. 
Come join us for song, story, 
laughter, candlelight, friendship, 
and silence. Winter is upon us, but 
the light is returning! We gather for 
our annual celebration and hope 
you’ll share this tradition with us. 
The choir has been preparing some 
gorgeous pieces. The service is 
followed by High Tea. Please bring 
your favorite finger food, savory or 
sweet, to share. All welcome. There 
will be no Sunday service on Dec. 
24. www.uuspringfieldvt.org or call 
802-885-3327.

WESTMINSTER, VT. 
First Congregational Church, 
3470 Route 5 
On Sunday, Dec. 24, we will 
celebrate Christmas at our 
Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 p.m. 
Come and join us. No morning 
worship on Dec. 24. The service 
will include great music, carols, 
and the Christmas story. Weather 
permitting we will end the service 
outside in front of the church among 
the luminaria with a candle-lit carol 
sing.
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SPRINGFIELD FAMILY DENTAL • Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 17 Old Chester Road • Springfield, VT • 802-885-4581
3 STONE DENTAL • Aman Syed DDS, Samson Nadar DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 367 Washington Street • Unit 3 Claremont, NH • 603-542-3225 

LEBANON DENTAL CENTRE  • Aman Syed DDS & Petro Matsyshyn DDS • 31 Old Etna Road Suite • Lebanon, NH • 603-448-2100

*Cannot be combined with any other promotion or insurance.
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• Single Implant
• Set of Dentures  
  (Premium Dentures Only)
• Over Denture
• or Set of 4 
   Mini-Implants

$500OFF

We Offer: 
• State of the Art Technologies, 

comprehensive dental treatment. 

• From sealants to full mouth reconstruction.

• Including all services, extractions, dental 
implants, mini implants, molar RCT, 
crowns, bridges, gum treatment, Clear 
Correct braces, dentures, overdentures. 

• Comfortable, pleasant atmosphere 
we cater to our patients!

• Now Offering FASTBRACES®! 
Unlike typical braces, which 
measure corrections in terms of 
years, Fastbraces® Technologies 
typically help move teeth into 
position within weeks to months!

802-463-4140

20 Village Square Bellows Falls

Online Customer Service 855-828-9792

(802) 463-9944
4 Transport Park, Rockingham, VT

PROPANE! PROPANE! PROPANE!
Free Tank Installation!

No Tank Rental Fee!

Cooking Only: $3.15/gal

Hot Water & Cooking and/or Dryer: $2.89/gal

500-1000 Gallons Annual Use: $2.50/gal

1000-1500 Gallons Annual Use: $2.43/gal

1500-2000 Gallons Annual Use: $1.99/gal

Over 2000 Gallons Annual Use: Call for Price

   H. A. MANOSH
Over 50 years of service!

Drilling  • Pumps  •  Excavation
Aggregate materials  •  Water testing & treatment

Pond construction & service

  120 Northgate Plaza, Morrisville, Vt. 05661  ~  802-888-5722 or 800-544-7666  ~  www.manosh.com

131 STRONGS AVE | RUTLAND, VT

802-775-2552
www.emporiumvt.com

Humidified Premium Cigars
Hand Blown Glass Pipes

Hookahs & Shisha
Roll Your Own Tobacco & Supplies

Bubblers & Water Pipes
Vaporizers & Concentrates

Smoking Accessories

(802)775-2552•www.evapesvt.com
Located at the Emporium Smoke Shop

E-CIGS•VAPORIZERS•E-HOOKAHS
E-PIPES•E-CIGARS•E-LIQUIDES

Full Service Salon & Day Spa

Hair, Skincare, Manicures & Pedicures

Call for an appointment! • Like us on Facebook!
603-756-3000 • 50 Main Street • Walpole, NH

Whether purchasing a single service or a day at the spa,  

our staff members can help you  

choose the perfect gift!

Happy Holidays!
from the

  

 

56 Townshend Road
Grafton, Vermont

802-289-4656  |  502-802-5689

BY RON PATCH

The Vermont Journal & The Shopper

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Sun-
day, Dec. 10, 2017, was an 
open house at the Spencer 
Hollow schoolhouse just off 
Route-143 in Springfield. Hav-
ing never been in this building 
before, this reporter is very 
happy to have gone. The name, 
“Spencer Hollow,” itself, con-
jures of magical images in my 
mind.
  Don Whitney who grew up 

in the neighborhood was there 
to greet visitors and tell the 
history of the school. Whitney 
had a brother and two sisters 
who attended the school prior 

to its closing in 1926. He missed go-
ing to school there by a couple of 
years.
  After taking pictures and asking 

questions, this reporter sat down and 
listened to Whitney tell his memo-
ries as well as stories his father told 
him. It was a pleasure to hear such 
detailed history.
  I asked Whitney if his stories had 

been recorded or if he had written 
them down. “No” was his reply. I 
then asked if he would be interested 
in sitting down with me and doing a 
few interviews. “Yes” he said.
  Readers of this paper can look for-

ward to those interviews beginning 
in January. We will also do a few vid-
eos for SAPA-TV. This man has a lot 
to tell.

Spencer Hollow Schoolhouse

A period school desk with schoolmarms bell.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

Don Whitney the old sage of Spencer Hollow.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

Spencer Hollow school.
PHOTO BY RON PATCH

REGION - The Governor’s Institutes 
of Vermont announces the opening 
of the application for two fantastic 
Winter Weekends for motivated high 
school students taking place in Feb. 
2018. All Vermont high school and 
technical center students are invited to 
attend. These two-day academic and 
arts intensives will take place at God-
dard College in Plainfield, Vt. They are 
unique programs designed to provide 

fun and intensive study opportunities 
on topics that promote a passion for 
learning in a great community envi-
ronment. Weekend tuition is based on 
family ability to pay.
  Exciting offerings during the two 

February weekends include Disaster 
Health and Epidemiology, Global Edu-
cation and Youth Voice, Creative Writ-
ing, Design/Build Engineering, Social 
Entrepreneurship, Astrophotography, 

Debate and National Issues, Direct-
ing Theater, World Musicology, and 
Intermediate Robotics.
  The Governor’s Institutes is a 34 

year old non-profit known for im-
mersive summer and winter learn-
ing opportunities that change stu-
dents’ lives. Eleven institutes are 
scheduled for summer 2018, and 
students will be able to apply for 
those beginning Feb. 1. If your busi-
ness or organization would like to 
donate scholarships to help students 
with financial need attend, please let 
us know! 
  More information is available at 

www.giv.org/winter or by calling 
802-865-4448.

Registration opens for Governor’s 
Institute’s winter weekends

Governor’s Institutes of Vermont.
PHOTO PROVIDED

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Health 
Care and Rehabilitation Services 
(HCRS), southeastern Vermont’s 
community mental-health agency, 
and Springfield Medical Care Sys-
tems (SMCS) are two of four recip-
ients in the State of Vermont to re-
ceive funds as part of the Vermont 
Family Centered Healthcare Home 
Project (VFCHP). The Vermont 
Department of Mental Health was 
awarded $9.9 million through a 
federal grant from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration (SAMHSA) to de-
velop a care delivery system that 
supports coordination and service 
delivery between Vermont’s com-
munity mental health centers and 
Federally Qualified Health Cen-
ters (FQHC). The program will be-
gin in two regions of the state and 
expand to two other regions in the 
third year. 
  VFCHP is a unique program, as 

it will provide an integrated care 
delivery system that addresses 
the physical and social support 
needs of youth who are at risk 
or have been diagnosed with se-
vere emotional disturbance and 
their families, which may limit a 
child’s function within their fam-
ily unit, in school, or in the com-
munity as a whole. Involving the 
family in the youth’s plan of care 

offers a stronger base for resiliency 
and overall improvement across all 
environments in a child’s life. Fami-
lies will be engaged in the process of 
their own healthcare with increased 
knowledge, clear expectations, and 
understanding of options, risks, and 
benefits. 
  The new positions created by this 

grant will allow for innovative and 
personalized approaches for families. 
SMCS will have medical staff embed-
ded directly within HCRS; Pediat-
ric Social Workers and Behavioral 
Health Specialists will be available 
for consultation, screening, assess-
ment, and referrals; Parent Educator/
Health Coaches will promote health 
and wellness at home and in the 
community; and Specialty Service 
Providers will deliver services in the 
best setting, whether that be the doc-
tor’s office, within the school, home, 
or community. 
  “This family-centered approach to 

health care will help individuals stay 
well and promote family and com-
munity health,” says George Kara-
bakakis, Ph.D., CEO of HCRS. 
  In VFCHP, there will be an em-

phasis on improving family nutri-
tional practices, as well as tracking 
immunizations, Body Mass Index 
(BMI), tobacco use and exposure to 
secondhand smoke, oral health, and 
scheduled wellness visits. Addressing 

these health issues from all corners 
means a more structured system and 
an increased number of children and 
adolescents screened, referred, and 
accessing services.
  “We have been collaborating with 

HCRS for a long time and expect 
our teamwork to continue well into 
the future. There is a definite link 
between mental and physical health. 
For example, studies show a strong 
association between depressive ill-
ness and cardiovascular health, as 
well as risk factors that include lack 
of exercise, obesity, and poor diet. 
It is clear that demand for services 
is strong and working together will 
benefit our patients and improve the 
overall health of our communities,” 
comments Tim Ford, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of SMCS.
  Karabakakis says this grant “pro-

vides HCRS and SMCS with the re-
sources necessary to improve care 
and treatment for children and their 
families and ultimately support 
building healthy communities.” The 
Vermont Department of Health es-
timates that there are at least 12,000 
children who have, or are at risk of, 
severe emotional disturbance, yet the 
percentage of these youths accessing 
mental health treatment is low. In our 
area, there are approximately 1600 
school-age children who meet crite-
ria for severe emotional disturbance. 

HCRS and SMCS receive grant funding
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  True die-hard New England 
sports fans may have had prob-
lems getting out of bed Tuesday, 
Dec. 12. They likely burnt the can-
dle late Monday night, watching 
the New England Patriots and/or 
the Boston Celtics. Then, to suf-
fer to even a higher degree, both 
teams lost to an inferior oppo-
nent. How does that happen?
  And then, they had to clean 

snow off their car. True New Eng-
landers are really supposed to en-
joy the snow, but how many snow 
bunnies do you see skip out to 
their car to clean the vehicle off? 
They are few and far between.
  Back to the question two para-

graphs ago, how does that hap-
pen?
  The best answer, I think, is that’s 

why they play the games.
  I do radio talk shows, and lis-

teners and co-hosts were disre-
spectful to me on Monday, when 
I dared hint that the Dolphins 
would challenge the Patriots that 
evening. Mind you, I did not say 
the Patriots would lose. I said 
watch out for Jay Cutler, who 
would present a challenge, which 
would have Patriots fans sweating.
  I didn’t pick the game correct, 

but I did get the sweating part 
right. In fact, my guess is that 
most Patriot fans went way be-
yond the sweat stage. Think of 
what the odds would have been of 
both the Miami Dolphins and the 
Chicago Bulls winning that night, 
even if they had Dan Marino and 
Michael Jordan on their respective 
rosters.
  Most importantly, this is the 

perfect reminder to one and all, 
that this is why the games are 
played. Just when athletes and 
fans alike start to believe at any 
level - professional, college or high 
school - that a defeat isn’t possible, 
fate steps in and changes its own 
direction. In Monday’s example, I 
couldn’t possibly see a loss by ei-
ther New England team, but both 

of his players only saw a setback in 
a tough loss to Conant.
  Wells, on the other hand, felt his 

team played well. His biggest frus-
tration was having the time to put 
in his way of doing things in such 
a short pre-season time. He also 
hopes his athletes understand that 
there are no short cuts to success.
  Back to the New England teams, 

the Patriots and Celtics have given 
us a reminder to take nothing for 
granted in life. You can be com-
fortable in life; but if you start to 
become too comfortable and ex-
pect things to be handed to you, 
there will come a day when life 
will remind you that’s not how 
things go all the time.
  Before completely moving on 

from the subject, the Yankees 
haven’t won anything yet. But, 
they are looking pretty good right 
now.
  An interesting tidbit, which 

you can bet did not go unnoticed 
by Fall Mountain female athletes 
who compete on both the girls’ 
soccer and basketball teams, is 
that Campbell was the opening 
game opponent for the basketball 
team. Campbell girls’ soccer re-
cently defeated the Lady Wildcats 
in the New Hampshire Division 
III State Championship Game in 
heartbreaking fashion in a shoot 
out. The score of that opening 
game in the Den last week makes 
me think there was no memory 
loss in Langdon. The basketball 
final was 43-25 Fall Mountain. It 
doesn’t get the schools anywhere 
near even, but it certainly is a step 
in the right direction.
  Another Fall Mountain connec-

tion happened just a few weeks 
back. I saluted the former Fall 
Mountain star athlete Adrian Du-
bois who coaches the Men’s Col-
lege Soccer team at St. Joseph’s 
College in Maine. Remember this 
past Fall 2017 season, his team 
went undefeated but was elimi-
nated from the NCAA Tourna-
ment because of penalty kicks. 
  I asked the successful coach 

what he thought of his old high 
school’s girls’ soccer loss in their 
state title game by the exact same 
method on title day: penalty kicks. 
Following seconds of silence, Du-
bois said simply, “That’s wild.” This 
was followed by a few moments 
of silence before he continued, 
“That’s a bummer.” True for both 
Fall Mountain and St. Joseph.

  To contact me with any news or 
sports page feedback, email me at 
bmurphy@vermontjournal.com

teams fell - just like the snow I am 
watching tumble to the ground as I 
write this piece.
  This type of defeat is good for 

sports in general. Over my years, and 
there have been too many of those 
to count, these games seem to hap-
pen to my teams more than I would 
like to remember. Many a season has 
been spoiled by Mr. or Mrs Upset. 
I want to make sure that Mr./Mrs. 
know they have both my attention 
and respect.
  I have also been around long 

enough to believe that sports and 
life are intertwined in a way in which 
athletes learn so much about the 
challenges they will face in life by the 
adversity presented to them through-
out their athletic careers. They may 
think they are lucky enough to be 
a part of a championship team that 
wins every game and is never chal-
lenged. Such an experience is great, 
and one learns a lot when working 
together brings out everyones best. 
  But, often more is learned when 

you are part of a team that does 
not win many games or any at all. 
These situations make one ready for 
many of the trails and tribulations 
they may encounter in life’s journey. 
These athletes usually have an easier 
time adjusting to the valleys they 
will grapple with in the future years 
because they’re not looking at the 
world with just rose tinted glasses.
  A coach’s toughest job is making 

their athletes believe they are trend-
ing in the right direction when they 
don’t win right away. I spoke to two 
first-year varsity high school coaches 
recently who figure their athletes 
have potential. The two were Fall 
Mountain boys’ coach Justin Cas-
sarino and Bellows Falls girls coach 
Todd Wells. Both lost close games 
in their season and career open-
ers. Both know meaningful growth 
doesn’t happen overnight. 
  Cassarino was pumped over all the 

good things he saw and was hoping 
for a stronger season for the Wild-
cats than in recent years, but many 
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LUDLOW, Vt. - Sometimes 
headlines are misleading. This 
could be one of them. Black Riv-
er and basketball have not been 
words associated with scoring 
many points or winning many 
games in recent years. In fact, the 
Presidents won only three games 
last winter out of 40 played at the 
varsity level and they were all on 
the boys’ side. But...
  Presidents’ basketball is pres-

ently on the move, in more ways 
than one. The best-case scenario 
appears to be there are two more 
seasons of Presidents basketball 
to be played. The school is ex-
pected to close its doors for high 
schoolers in June 2019 forever. 
However, the basketball teams 
may have already seen their doors 
shut.
  In a terrible case of Murphy’s 

Law (pun intended), Black River 
basketball may not have a home 
floor this winter. I spoke to Black 
River Athletic Director Joe Gur-
dak. He said, “There is some rot-
ting under the main floor, and it 
has caused the floor to shift. It has 

been declared unplayable as far as 
games are concerned. We can still 
practice on it, because our players 
can learn the spots, but for others it 
could be a safety problem.”
  Gurdak is working overtime to 

come up with a place to play many 
or all of the teams’ home games. He 
has a meeting scheduled with Green 
Mountain, and Nason Gym could 
be the Presidents home away from 
home. Once upon a time, Green 
Mountain had a softball field prob-
lem and Black River came to the res-
cue letting the Chieftains use Dors-
ey Park. Now this could turn out to 
be their favor returned.
  There is always the possibility the 

floor could be fixed, because long 
term the school will still have mid-
dle schoolers needing a gym. Time 
is needed to see if that means a new 
floor, which is expected to be more 
costly, or repairing the present prob-
lem. Who knows in the long run if 
that might end up costing more than 
anticipated. When it rains, it pours – 
or snows as it was in Ludlow.
  The girls varsity team opened their 

2017-18 season on the road Monday 
night versus a strong Proctor team. 
They fell 73-37. But the Lady Presi-
dents looked a lot better offensively 

than they have in a long time. 
Paige Kelley led the team in scor-
ing with 12 points, while Morgan 
Brown and Paige’s younger sister 
Hope added nine and five points 
respectively. Josefine Petersen, an 
exchange student from Denmark, 
playing in the first basketball 
game of her life and had eight re-
bounds to show she was learning 
the game quickly.
  New Coach Howie Paul said, 

“We are young and made some 
mistakes, but the girls know 
where they are at and have a goal 
of being able to compete. We 
are showing that we have made 
progress. I am having fun, and 
the girls are moving in the right 
direction. They scored 19 and 22 
points in their scrimmages, but 
against Proctor we looked like a 
basketball team.”
  Paul’s team was scheduled to 

play at Green Mountain Tuesday 
Dec. 12, but the snow postponed 
the game. It is expected to be 
made up as soon as possible, like-
ly this week. The Black River boys 
have not yet played. Their season 
should commence on Saturday, 
Dec. 16, also at Green Mountain 
at 7 p.m.

Black River Basketball 
on the move

WE ARE BR

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - The first 
weekend of high school wrestling 
tournaments has launched! On 
Dec. 9, Head Coach Don Beebe 
brought 11 grapplers to the var-
sity tournament in St. Johnsbury, 
while Coach Floyd Buck lead a 
four-man squad at the junior var-
sity/junior high competition in 
Brandon, Vt.
  According to Coach Beebe, 

“The team overall did great. We 
had compliments from coaches 
and there was some respect for 
Springfield. This makes me even 
more proud of these kids. They 
are supreme athletes and even 
better human beings.”
  Otter Valley High School host-

ed the junior high/junior varsity 
event. In attendance were Skylar 
Wallace, Cole Wright, first year 
wrestler Tim Amsden, and Bry-
an Stafford who returns to the 
mats after a two-
year hiatus. Wal-
lace battled hard 
in the 220-pound 
weight class, show-
ing improvement 
and dedication; 
Wright scored two 
wins -one by pin; 
Amsden and Staf-
ford each faced 
down five oppo-
nents, with some 
very close scores. 
Amsden’s first-ever 
match ended on a 
high note, with a 
score of 9:8 - losing 
by just one point 
to a very tough op-
ponent is certainly 

something to be 
proud of for a first 
timer. Stafford 
ended his day with 
two wins, both by 
pin.
  At the varsity 

tournament in St. 
Johnsbury, the 
Springfield Cos-
mos grappled 
their way to third 
place out of 13 
teams, nudged 
out by teams from 
St. Johsbury who 
took first place 
and Smithville, 
R.I. in second.
  Individual wres-

tlers battled hard, 
with senior Matt 
LaChapelle snag-
ging the first place spot on the po- dium in the 182 weight class, his 

second time as champ of 
this tournament. Senior 
Lucas Saunders pulled a 
strong second place win. 
Third place medals were 
earned by seniors Trent 
Brier, Mason Olney, John 
Stafford Jr., and Jayson 
Webster. Also wrestling 
hard were freshman Sky-
ler Congdon, senior Pete 
Berlenbach, sophomore 
Brandon Bennett, sopho-
more Laura Berlenbach, 
and senior Matt Prosser. 
Coach Beebe is pleased 
with the strong start to 
the season, eager to get to 
work on improving and 
helping every wrestler 
reach his or her potential.

Wrestling tournaments are off 
to a start

Games of interest this week: 
REGION – These are the games to look out for this week from the schools within our 
area. Games are subject to change for weather or other circumstances. 
•Friday,Dec.15at5:30and7p.m.–BoysBasketball–BellowsFalls@Springfield
•Saturday,Dec.16at5:30and7p.m.–BoysBasketball–GreenMountain@
BlackRiver
•Tuesday,Dec.19at7:30p.m.–BoysVarsityBasketball–Springfield@Green
Mountain.
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LANGDON, N.H. - The Fall 
Mountain girls’ basketball team 
went to 3-0 last week with wins 
over Hillsboro-Deering 48-20 
and Conant 50-49. The win 
over Hillsboro wasn’t a contest 
at all, but the Conant game was 
just like it always seems to be 
a 50-49 barnburner. It was a 
Zoey to Zoe finish.
  The Lady Wildcats trailed 

49-48 and were at the line in 
hopes of tying things up when 
the important free throw was 
missed. But veteran stand-
out Zoey Luopa tipped the 
offensive rebound from the 
right side of the hoop to the 
left where Zoe Utton grabbed 
it and threw it into the hoop 
shortly before time expired.
  “This was our first real test, 

and we passed,” a pleased Bri-
an Pickering said of his young 
team. Freshman Morgan Be-
auregard led the locals with 14 

points, while Luopa and 
Sophie Bardis added 12 
and 9 points respective-
ly. Allie Stoddart made 
two steals down the 
stretch, which helped 
set up the victory.
  Fall Mountain led 

28-3 at the start ver-
sus Hillsboro. Since 
the losing team does 
not resemble the New 
England Patriots in the 
Super Bowl in any way, 
their hopes were dashed 
early. Luopa, Beaure-
gard, Bardis and Ken-
dall McAllister led the 
point parade in that one 
as well, tallying 13, 8,8, 
and 8 respectively. 
  Fall Mountain was 

going to face another 
big test according to 
Pickering on Tuesday, 
Dec. 12, but the contest 
was snowed out. Mo-
nadnock had defeated 
Conant by 10.

Fall Mountain Lady 
Wildcats go to 3-0

ZoeUttonthrewtheballintothehoopinthelastseconds
ofthegameandtieditup,leadingtoaWildcatwin.

PHOTO BY DOUG MACPHEE

MattLaChapelletakes1statSt.J.
PHOTO PROVIDED

VarsityatSt.Johnsbury.
PHOTO PROVIDED
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arts & entertainment

197 Elm Street  •  Chester, Vermont 05143
802.875.3295

HOURS:
Tuesday - Friday: 10:00 to 5:30 • Saturday: 9:00 to 1:00

Shop Early for the Holidays
Up to 20% Off 

All Framed Artworks
(Excluding Sabra Field). Offer Ends 12/22/17.

Artworks By American Artists:
• Andrew Wyeth

• Eric Sloane

• Luigi Lucioni

• Sabra Field

• Frank McCarthy

• Robert Todd

• Gerald Lubeck

• and others!

Open House
December 16th & 17th 

Refreshments will be Served

Come Join Us!

Free Gift 
Wrapping will 
be Available!

936 Rt. 11 W. | Chester, VT 

802-875-2626 | www.motelinthemeadow.com

Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 5pm
802-875-7400

www.103artisansmarketplace.com
Route 103 & 7 Pine View Road

Chester, VT 05143

Stocking Stuffers, Office, Hostess Gifts,  

Gift Wrapping, Hot Mulled Cider, 

Cookies, and Holiday Cheer! Like Us

on Facebook!

Celebrating our 10th Anniversary!

10% Off your Purchase 
on Wednesdays thru Dec. 19

103 Artisans 

Marketplace

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HUGE selection of novelties, 

sparklers, roman candles, 

assortments, multi-shot 

aerial cakes, 500 gram 

Heavyweights, reloadable 

mortars, sky lanterns.

NOISE “R” US!

www.noiseareus.com

FREE pack of roman  

candles with this  

coupon & any purchase 

of $25 or more!

Must be 21 years of age or older or 18 with an active military ID to purchase fireworks in NH.  
Please check with your local fire department to see if permissible

fireworks are allowed in your community.

206 John Stark Highway
Newport, NH 03773

LIGHT UP YOUR NEW YEAR!

Clothing from around the 
world and special treasures 

from Vermont.

Open Daily 
10:30 am - 6:00 pm

802-875-3000
80 The Common, Chester, VT

www.countryonthecommon.com

An Eclectic 
Boutique

Home of 
Sharon’s Shawls

The Vermonter Infinity Scarf

Gift 
Certificates 
Available

LUDLOW, Vt. - Friends of the Lud-
low Auditorium (FOLA) will bring 
the sights and sounds of the holiday 
season to the Ludlow Town Hall Au-
ditorium with its annual Community 
Christmas Celebration on Friday, Dec. 
15 at 7 p.m. 
  George Thomson will once again 

emcee this night of holiday perfor-
mances by the members of the com-
munity. Claudia Pawlikowski will lead 
students from the Ludlow Elementary 
School and the Mount Holly Elemen-
tary School in Christmas songs and 
dance. Katherine Herrle and the Black 
River High School/Middle School will 
also perform a variety of holiday mu-
sic.
  In addition to the student perfor-

mances, the three ghosts from Dickens’ 
“Christmas Carol” will contemplate 
their roles before haunting the Scrooge 
in a short comedic skit, talented mem-
bers of the community will sing a few 
traditional songs, poignant readings of holiday poems, and a special perfor- mance of “The Christmas Truce,” 

which examines the aftermath of 
the famous World War I Christmas 
cessation of hostilities on the sol-
diers in the trenches. The evening 
will close with a rousing sing-along 
of traditional Christmas songs.
   So come and enjoy this cel-

ebration that will feature some of 
your friends and neighbors: Kay 
Burge, Bruce Farr, Will Hunter, Li-
sha Klaiber, Bob Kottkamp, Andy 
Ohotnicky, Sandra Russo, Scott 
Stearns, Linda Thomson, Rolf van 
Schaik, and Larry Wilfong.
  More information may be ob-

tained about the program by con-
tacting Scott at the Book Nook 
802-228-3238 or the FOLA web site 
at www.fola.us. The Community 
Christmas Celebration is free and 
open to everyone of good cheer!

FOLA plans annual 
Christmas Program

In appropriate holiday garb, are Scott Stearns, Planning Committee Chair-
man, and Sandra Russo, Assistant Chairperson, as they meet in the audito-
rium to discuss the forthcoming program.

PHOTO PROVIDED

WESTON, Vt. - Vermont’s 
award-winning Weston Playhouse 
Theatre Company announces a 
blockbuster line-up for its 2018 
season. Founding Directors Mal-
colm Ewen, Tim Fort, and Steve 
Stettler continue Weston’s tradi-
tion of “celebrating the classics 
and nurturing the new” in their 
31st and final season at the helm 
of the esteemed company. The sea-
son includes three productions on 
the company’s Main Stage at the 
historic Weston Playhouse and 
four productions at its new flexible 
Second Stage, Weston Playhouse 
at Walker Farm. 
  “We’ve chosen a roster of plays 

and musicals that speak to us 
strongly,” commented Stettler, “in-
cluding shows that can involve as 
many of our talented family of art-
ists as possible.” This 2018 season 
will be the largest one in the the-
atre’s history, beginning earlier and 
concluding later, with more actors 
than ever on the company’s three 
stages.
  Opening the Main Stage sea-

son is Thornton Wilder’s Pulitzer 
Prize-winning masterpiece, “Our 
Town,” the story of the New Eng-
land town of Grover’s Corners as 
told through the everyday lives of 
its citizens. Last seen at the play-
house in 1973 with the late Sam 
Lloyd, Sr. as the all-knowing Stage 
Manager, the new production will 
feature his brother, Christopher 
Lloyd, in that pivotal role. Steve 
Stettler, who collaborated with 
Christopher Lloyd on Weston’s 
“Death of A Salesman,” will direct, 
with performances running June 
21 to July 7.
  Next on the Main Stage is the 

iconic musical “West Side Story.” 

A retelling of Shakespeare’s “Romeo 
and Juliet” set on New York’s West 
Side in the 1950s, “West Side Story” 
will be directed by Tim Fort and will 
be performed with Robbins’ original 
choreography. The production will 
grace the playhouse stage from July 
12 to Aug. 4.
  For four lively weeks at summer’s 

end, the playhouse will come alive 
with the sounds of rock-n-roll. The 
recent Broadway phenomenon “Mil-
lion Dollar Quartet” captures the 
night that Elvis Presley, Johnny Cash, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, and Carl Perkins all 
came together for a jam session at 
Sun Records in Memphis. Featur-
ing a cast of actor/singer/musicians 
and such hits as “Hound Dog,” “Blue 
Suede Shoes,” and “Walk the Line,” 
“Million Dollar Quartet” will be di-
rected by Associate Artistic Direc-
tor Michael Berresse, who brought 
last season’s stunning production of 
“Once the Musical” to the Weston 
stage. Performances run Aug. 9 to 
Sept. 2.
  Beginning the season up the road 

at the company’s new Second Stage, 
Weston Playhouse at Walker Farm, 
Weston’s talented Young Company of 
musical theatre undergrads performs 
“Anne of Green Gables.” A one-hour 
musical for young audiences based 
on L.M. Montgomery’s beloved nov-
el, this spirited show by Broadway 
veterans Gretchen Cryer and Nancy 
Ford follows orphan Anne Shirley as 
she charms an entire town into fall-
ing in love with her passionate heart 
and imaginative mind. This will play 
at family friendly times and prices 
from June 14 to June 30. 
  Next on the roster at Walker Farm 

is the 2015 Tony Award-winning mu-
sical, “Fun Home.” Three actresses 
portray Alison Bechdel at three dif-

ferent ages, charting Bechdel’s dis-
covery of her sexuality, her relation-
ship with her father, and her attempts 
to unlock the mysteries surrounding 
his life. Malcolm Ewen directs, with 
performances running from July 5 to 
July 28.
  Continuing a Second Stage season 

of hot new titles is the Vermont Pre-
miere of the Broadway hit, “A Doll’s 
House, Part 2.” Centered on the char-
acter of Nora, who returns after walk-
ing out on her family 15 years earlier, 
the play examines that choice and its 
effect on those she left behind. Mary 
B. Robinson (Weston’s “All My Sons” 
and “Copenhagen”) directs, with per-
formances at Walker Farm from Aug. 
2 to Aug. 25.
  The 2018 season continues into 

the fall with Weston’s fourth annual 
American Masters production, “Two 
Trains Running,” which explores the 
late 1960s, a time of extraordinary 
change, and the ordinary people 
that got left behind. Performances at 
Weston Playhouse at Walker Farm 
run from Sept. 27 to Oct. 20, includ-
ing special 10 a.m. weekday school 
matinees.
  Throughout the summer, audiences 

can once again enjoy pre-theatre din-
ing and Cabaret fare at the Hartness 
Tavern, alongside the Cabaret on the 
lower level of the Playhouse. Return-
ing Chef Benjamin Minifie will offer 
a fresh “melting pot cuisine” with 
ingredients from Weston area farms 
and purveyors.
  Gift certificates for the Weston 

2018 season can be purchased online 
at www.westonplayhouse.org. Sub-
scription sales will be available online 
starting early 2018, and subscription 
and single ticket sales will be avail-
able beginning May 1 by calling the 
Weston box office at 802-824-5288.

Weston Playhouse announces 
2018 theatre line-up

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - SAPA TV, 
Springfield’s public access TV sta-
tion, will run 24 hours of Christmas 
movies and short subjects from 8 
p.m. Christmas Eve to 8 p.m. Christ-
mas Day. Viewers in the Springfield 
area are welcomed to spend the day 

with 1964’s “Santa Claus Conquers 
the Martians,” the 1959 Mexican 
production “Santa Claus,” and a host 
of classic cartoons, all of which have 
entered the public domain.
  The marathon will run on SAPA’s 

public channel (Comcast 8, VTel 

1160), while lo-
cal Christmas 
programming 
will air at the 
same time on 
SAPA’s Govern-
m e nt / E d u c a -
tional Channel 
(Comcast 10, 
VTel 1161).

SAPA TV to host public domain Christmas
Santa 
Claus Con-
quers the 
Martians 
will be 
one of the 
movies 
running.

PHOTO 
PROVIDED
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arts & entertainment

Elks #1619
Kids Christmas Party

Saturday, Dec. 16, 2017
       1 - 2 pm Visit Santa!

Bring your kids,  
grandkids, or any  

relation to you!
Refreshments & Presents!

Cut off date is Dec. 8, 2017

Newborn to 12 Years Old

Sign up now at our  
social quarters or call

Need Name, Age,  
and Gender of Child

Bellows Falls Elks #1619

18 Bridge Street

802-463-4555

Donna Smith, Chairperson

Drink Vermont
Beer, Wine, & Spirits of the Green 
Mountain State by Liza Gershman 

Explore the flavors, people & locations of 
eighteen distilleries, nearly fifty breweries, & 
over a dozen wineries—where you can find 
hard apple cider, whiskey, & everything in  
between throughout Vermont. Contains 
 recipes, interviews & 
reviews. ($16.95 pb)

 

 

 

★ FREE SHIPPING ★  

on web orders shipped USPS domestically  

www.NORTHSHIRE.com

WITH A WHOLE FLOOR JUST FOR 

We accept your Amazon & Barnes & Noble gift cards here.

4869 Main St. ■ Manchester Center, Vermont ■ Open 10 am daily 

Hidden History of Vermont
by Mark Bushnell

A fascinating collection that reveals stories 
behind the lives of spies, spiritualists, suffrag-
ists, & the surprising antics of famous sorts 
who once cavorted in Vermont. ($21.99 pb)

$25-99 save $10

$100-249 save $25

$250-499 save $50

$500-999 save $75 

$1000+ save $100

If Your Share is: 

Our Official Holiday Savings Days runs through Dec. 31

Here is a Little Gift for You!

802-463-4695
5 Henry St.  | Bellows Falls, VT 05101

www.greaterfallsdentistry.net

Dr. Mozaffari
Dr. Santiago

General Dentists

GREATER FALLS DENTISTRY
We Are A Delta Dental 
Participating Provider

Not to be combined with other offers. 
Cleaning excluded. One discount per 
patient. Treatment must be completed 
by 12/31/17. Coupon must be 
presented at appointment.

BALSAM BARN
Fresh Cut Vermont Grown Christmas Trees

$25 - $50

Turn on Hortonville Road  

in Mount Holly and follow 

signs for Balsam Barn

1467 Hortonville Road
Mt Holly, VT

802-259-2146

GREATER FALLS
INSURANCE serv ng VT and NH since 1996

Starting December 11th, stop in for a 

FREE Special Holiday Gift
while supplies last! 

Don’t forget to 

Sign Up for our

Holiday Raffle!

GRAFTON, Vt. - Gallery 
North Star, 151 Townsh-
end Road, presents “Till 
the Cows Come Home: A 
Celebration of Vermont’s 
Most Iconic Symbol.” This 
bountiful bevy of bovine 
paintings is bound to 
evoke feelings of gladness 
and joy.
  The show will run from 

Dec. 15 through Jan. 15. 
There will be an opening 
reception on Friday, Dec. 
15 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 
802-843-2465 or visit the 
gallery’s website at www.
gnsgrafton.com.
  There will be 11 artists 

showing work in the exhi-
bition with styles ranging 

from highly represen-
tational to impression-
ist. Landscapes, por-
traits, and even a still 
life will be hung rep-
resenting a variety of 
mediums such as oils, 
pastels, and mixed me-
dia. All will showcase 
the beauty and grace of 
our beloved dairy cow.
  Gallery North Star, 

located in historic 
Grafton, Vt., is dedi-
cated to presenting a 
diverse selection of 
work by Vermont and 
New England’s fin-
est artists in a unique 
setting. The gallery is 
open daily from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Till the Cows Come Home” 
show at Gallery North Star

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Down-
town Bellows Falls opens its doors 
for an evening of art, music, local 
shopping, food, and fun on the 
third Friday of every month. Check 
out some of the great things hap-
pening on Friday Dec. 15 from 4-8 
p.m. This month, BF3F coincides 
with the BFDDA shop local Not 
Just Men’s Night event. 

  Events scheduled include: 
• Ad Hoc Art Gallery - Gallery 

open 5-8 p.m.
• Anastasia’s Closet – Vintage, 

antique clothing, housewares, and 
furniture. 
• Athen’s Pizza – 10 percent off 

dinner 5-9 p.m.
• Boccaccio’s Salon – Gift-

wrapped holiday gifts.
• Cafe 7 on the Square – Features 

artist Abby Miner and serving light 
dinner fare until 7 p.m. 
• Cold River Furniture Showroom 

– Features Peter Maynard furniture 
and Marcie Maynard paintings 
from 5-7 p.m. at 33 Westminster St. 
• Flat Iron Exchange – features 

artist Fiona Morehouse, music 
open mic, special drinks, and other 
surprises from 5-8 p.m. 
• Greater Falls Farmers Market – 

features fresh produce, craft ven-
dors, and food from 4-7 p.m. at 33 
Bridge St. 
• Halladays – features refresh-

ments, beer tasting, and gift wrap-
ping. 
• J&H Hardware & Sporting 

Goods – 30 percent off total pur-
chase with some exclusions and 
refreshments. 
• M&M Carriage House Cre-

ations - serving refreshment and 
open until 7pm. 
• Popolo - serving Italian-inspired 

farm-to-table cuisine. 
• River Artisans - cooperative gal-

lery serving wine and cheese to 
toast the holidays until 7 p.m.
• Sherwin Art Glass – features 

glassblowing demonstrations with 
artist Chris Sherwin and free bev-
erage with purchase from 5:30–8 

p.m. 
• Shona Grill – features dinner spe-

cials
• The Rock & Hammer – Serving re-

freshments and featuring Wish Book 
for gift ideas. 
• Village Square Booksellers – fea-

tures Fred Tipton and Maryann 
McArdle jazz and holiday tunes from 
5-7 p.m. and 20 percent off hardcover 
books, other specials, refreshments, 
and free gift wrapping. 
• Windham Antiques Center – fea-

tures 10 percent off storewide with 
refreshments and free gift wrapping 
until 7 p.m. 
• Wool Stage 33 Live – at 33 Bridge 

St. from 5-8 p.m. 
  Come to Bellows Falls to see what 

all the excitement is about! Get your 
Shop Local cards stamped at 60 par-
ticipating businesses from Bellows 
Falls, Rockingham, Saxtons River, 
and Westminster. For more informa-
tion on BF3F, go to the Facebook page 
@BellowsFalls.3rdFriday.

It’s Not Just Men’s Night and 
BF 3rd Friday

Carsten “Curious Cow” 8x7.
PHOTO PROVIDED

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - Village 
Square Booksellers presents au-
thors Bill Mares, Bob Stannard, and 
Charles Norris-Brown on Thursday, 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. 
  “The Full Vermonty” by Bill Mares 

and Jeff Danziger discusses how 
Vermont is a small state with a his-
tory of making a large impact. With 
the help of almost a score of guest 
appearances, Mares and Danziger 
have assembled a first-rate “posse” 
of Vermont writers, cartoonists, and 
politicians to add their intelligence 
and wit.
  Mares has been a journalist, high 

school teacher, and a member of 
the Vermont House of Representa-
tives. He lives in Burlington, Vt. Bob 
Stannard is an eighth generational 
Vermonter who has served in the 
Vermont Legislature; served as a 
member of the Manchester Select 
Board, and served for 13 years on 
the Bennington County Regional 
Planning Commission; three years 

as chair. He lives in Manchester, Vt. 
  “Did Tiger Take the Rain?” by 

Charles Norris-Brown is a beauti-
fully illustrated children’s book on 
ecology. In a Tharu village in the 
Nepal terai, it has been uncom-
monly hot and dry. One day, a tiger 
comes. People run away in fear. The 
villagers think it is a bad omen and 
that the tiger has taken the rain. Best 
friends Usha and Anjali decide to 
ask Tiger herself why she has taken 
the rain. They set out for the jungle. 
Entering the forest, they meet vari-
ous animals that help them under-
stand that cutting down of the trees 
in the forest by the villagers is caus-
ing the lack of rain. Norris-Brown is 
an anthropologist and artist living in 
Bellows Falls, Vt.
  Thomas Fontaine will be signing 

books on Saturday, Dec. 16 at 1 p.m. 
Fontaine has published two chil-
dren’s books about Grafton and the 
Civil War. His first book, “The Mes-
senger Boy of Grafton, Vermont,” 
was published last year by the Graf-

ton Historical Society. The book 
tells the story of 14-year-old Hen-
ry Spring who wants to help the 
Union by serving as a messenger 
boy in the army. To his surprise 
his father grants him permission 
to march off with the Grafton 
men to fight in the Civil War. 
  The newest Civil War book, 

“The Grafton Cavaliers” is based 
on two real Grafton college stu-
dents who took a leave of absence 
from their colleges to answer 
President Lincoln’s call for men 
to join the Union Army and help 
protect Washington from the ad-
vancing Confederates.
  Fontaine, a teacher at Kurn 

Hattin Homes, has been teaching 
for 30 years. He wanted to write 
history novels that would be use-
ful for teaching Civil War history 
in the classroom. Both books will 
be available for purchase for the 
perfect holiday gift. 
  For book and event reserva-

tions, call 802-463-9404.

Vermont authors visit Village 
Square Booksellers

CLAREMONT, N.H. - Presented 
by Fly on the Wall Concerts, the 
World’s greatest Eagle’s tribute, Ea-
glemania, performs one night only, 
Saturday, Dec. 16 at 8 p.m. Formed 
in 2010, Eaglemania has evolved 
into a nationally touring tribute to 
the Eagles, performing to sold out 
audiences everywhere they go. The 
music of the Eagles appeals to a 
wide variety of age groups, and the 
combination of heartfelt ballads, 
rock anthems laden with guitar 
harmonies, and the unmistakable 
sound of vocal harmonies as only 
the Eagles can do, has propelled 
the band for the past 40-plus years, 
positioning them as one of the 
most successful and popular bands 
in music history.
  Eaglemania performs all of the 

hits of the Eagles, as well as Don 
Henley, Glen Frey, and Joe Walsh’s 
solo albums. Their attention to de-
tail and their ability to reproduce 
the Eagles exactly leaves their fans 
with an experience that they do not 
soon forget. People often remark 
that if they closed their eyes they 
would think they were listening to 
the actual Eagles live in concert.
  The band consists of an ensemble 

of veteran musicians whose goal is 
to faithfully reproduce the Eagle’s 
repertoire, music they love to sing 
and play, always committed to giv-
ing their audience a perfect show 
every time they take the stage.
  Tickets can be purchased by call-

ing 603-542-0064, in person at the 
Claremont Opera House, or on-
line at www.claremontoperahouse.
org. Cash bar from Sweet Fire BBQ 
available before the show and dur-
ing intermission.

Eaglemania, 
the world’s 
greatest 
Eagles 
tribute
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outdoor news

WARREN MILLER MOVIE:
LINE OF DESCENT
Showings at 6 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. in the Jackson Gore Cornerstone Room.
Admission is $20 for all ages. Tickets may be available at the door, but
we encourage advanced purchases online at okemo.com/events.

TORCHLIGHT PARADE
& FIREWORKS DISPLAY
Enjoy a free pyrotechnics show in the Okemo Clock Tower base area,
following a torchlight parade on Open Slope. Begins at 7:30 p.m. 

PAINT & SIP
Grab a drink, an apron & take a seat! A local artist will work with you to
help bring out the artist in you. 7 - 9 p.m. The cost of this event is $50.
Purchase early! Pre-order tickets online at okemo.com/events.
Space is limited. Cash-only tickets may be
available at the door, if not sold out.

OKEMO FAMILY
NEW YEAR’S EVE
Midnight arrives early for friends
and family enjoying a whole host
of activities. Activities begin at 5 p.m.
Pizza & Dance Party begin at 6:30 p.m.
Festivities conclude at 9 p.m. with
an incredible fireworks display.
Purchase tickets online or
call (802) 228-1601.

DECEMBER

26

27

29

31

GIVE THE GIFT OF OKEMO!
Okemo Gift Cards are the perfect gift for any season! 
May be used for products and services resort-wide, including 

lift tickets, ski school, rentals, resort dining and retail stores.

okemo.com/access · okemo.com/giftcard

 O K O  C

ConvenienceThe d fference s

M O U N T A I N  R E S O R T

OKEMO.COM  •  #ITSOKEMOTIME  •  (802) 228-1600

1292 Langdon Road • Charlestown, NH • 603-826-6842

Great for  

outdoor tasks,  

ice fishing, hunting, 

farming, and 

outdoor fun

PRE-SEASON SALE!

An All Season, All Terrain Tracked Utility Machine

Stop in today for our Holiday Prices!

In Chester, take Route 11 East 
for 1/2 Mile. Take Right onto 
Green Mtn. Turnpick. We’re the 
first house on the left!

Our Own

Maple Syrup
Maple Cream

Member VMSMA

The Perfect Gift! 

Mitch’s Maples
Pure Vermont Maple Products

Sugar House Open Daily

802-875-5240

MONDAY, DEC. 11, 2017

Click on a mountain to open a more detailed report in a new 
tab, providing ticket prices, trail details & maps, and more!

Check the Snow Report at 
www.VermontJournal.com

REGION – Recently, federal of-
ficials in Washington D.C. pre-
sented Rochester, Vt. resident 
Dan McKinley with the U.S. For-
est Service’s prestigious Rise To 
The Future Award for professional 
excellence. McKinley, a long time 
program manager and fish biolo-
gist for the Green Mountain and 
Finger Lakes National Forests 
traveled to D.C. to receive the 
award in person.
  The Fish Management Award 

recognizes a forest service employ-
ee each year for their sustained 
high performance and technical 
prowess in fish or aquatic resource 
management and innovative ap-
proaches that have had an im-
pact in aquatic resource manage-
ment, monitoring, or mentoring. 
McKinley was honored with the 
professional excellence in Fish 
Management Award for his nearly 
three decades of contributions to 
fisheries and watershed restora-
tion on the National Forests and 
the States of Vermont and New 
York.
  McKinley is considered a re-

gional expert in all things fisher-
ies-related throughout the region. 
He sponsored one of three na-

tional events for the 1,000th Culvert 
Celebration in 2016 and co-led the 
development of the White River Part-
nership, a grassroots group that has 
been working across land boundaries 
for over 20 years. McKinley mentors 
new employees, continually engages 
his colleagues across program, and 
agency boundaries to benefit fisher-
ies, and has developed an atmosphere 

of mutual respect with his peers in 
and outside of the agency.
  The U.S. Forest Service is an agency 

of the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture, with a mission of sustaining the 
health, diversity, and productivity of 
the nation’s forests and grasslands to 
meet the needs of present and future 
generations. For more information, 
visit www.fs.usda.gov/R9.

National Forest employee 
receives national award

REGION – The Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Department is reminding 
hunters, anglers, and trappers of 
changes to permanent licenses that 
go into effect starting Jan. 1, 2018.
  A permanent license is currently 

available free to Vermont residents 
70 or older. Beginning Jan. 1, a resi-
dent 66 or older may purchase a per-
manent license for a one-time fee. 

All licenses may be purchased at a 
license agent or district office or on-
line at www.vtfishandwildlife.com. 
People who already have a perma-
nent license do not need to purchase 
another but need to renew theirs in 
2018.
  A permanent license allows a qual-

ified recipient to hunt, fish, or trap 
without purchasing additional li-

censes for the rest of their lifetime. 
Vermont’s permanent license can 
include all regular season tags, 
including archery deer, muzzle-
loader deer, and turkey tags. Ad-
ditional tags for second archery, 
moose and antlerless lotteries, and 
waterfowl stamps must be pur-
chased separately. A permanent 
license must be renewed every 
year, which is free online or at any 
district office.
  Anyone with questions should 

check Fish & Wildlife’s website 
www.vtfishandwildlife.com or call 
the licensing office at 802-828-
1190.

Changes to 2018 permanent 
hunting, fishing, licenses

VISIT US ON THE GO!

anytime, 
anywhere, 
any device

We are Mobile Friendly
WWW.VERMONTJOURNAL.COM

Left to right: Leslie Weldon, Dan McKinley, Tony Tooke, and Rob Harper.
PHOTO BY MARGARET MCKINLEY

KILLINGTON, Vt. – Vermont’s 
Pico Mountain secured a grant 
from the National Winter Sports 
Education Foundation (NWSEF) for 

$25,000 to bring affordable skiing 
and riding to local children.
  The Pico School Program is a 

6-week ski/snowboard lesson pro-

gram offered to students in grades 
1-12 in local Vermont schools. Dur-
ing the 2017 season more than 400 
students from 12 schools partici-
pated in the program. Lessons are 90 
minutes long, held once a week, and 
available on Mondays, Thursdays, or 
Fridays.
  “Pico Mountain is committed to 

sharing our passion for an adven-
turous lifestyle through skiing and 
riding with our local students,” says 
Katherine MacLauchlan, manager of 
Pico Snowsports, Competitions, and 
Child Care. “This is an opportunity 
many students may not get other-
wise, and through this program we 
are developing a passion for winter 
sports and love of the outdoors.”
  Students graduating from the pro-

gram, due to aging out or changing 
schools receive a learner’s permit, 
which includes 50 percent off lift 
tickets, rentals, and lessons for the 
current and next season. The pro-
gram kicks off for the 2018 season 
on Jan. 18, 2018. Schools that are in-
terested can still sign up for the Pico 
School Program by emailing kather-
ine@picomountain.com.
  The Vermont Student Pass is also 

available, exclusively to all Ver-
mont students in grades K-12. This 
pass offers unlimited access to Pico 
Mountain all season long. Proof of 
eligibility is required. The Vermont 
Student Pass is available for purchase 
at www.picomountain.com.

Pico Mountain secures $25,000 
sports education grant

Get your weekly 
OUTDOOR NEWS
with us! 

vermontjournal.com
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classifieds

  Amy and Skip Norton opened the Bargain Corner in Chester three years ago 
in September, known for their new and used, modern and antique furniture. 
“Skip has been in the business for years,” Amy said. He ran a store in Rutland. 
Later, the Nortons were in the Walpole Flea Market. For a while they were 
renting a storefront in Walpole, which was sold, resulting in the couple moving 
all of their unique items to their current location in Chester. 
  “We’re not your everyday antique store,” Amy explained. “We offer some-
thing for everybody!” Looking around the store, you will find many one-of-
a-kind pieces and small knick-knacks around every corner. The store is full of 
furniture, from dressers, desks, and end tables, to pellet stoves, hope chests, 
and china cabinets. 
  They also carry home décor, dishware, clothing, jewelry, and books. There 
are a few grandfather clocks, deer heads, a collection of movies, and so much 
more. They’ve even sold a couple motorcycles, and some farm equipment. 
From “A to Z,” Amy said, “you name it, we’ve probably got it.”
  The Bargain Corner also offers delivery to the local area, as well as layaway 
if you’re not ready to purchase your found treasures right away. 
  The Nortons receive new inventory all the time, and you won’t know what 
they’ve got unless you take a look for yourself. Stop in and say hi to Amy and 
Skip, and their recently adopted dog Peanut, who are all happy to greet their 
customers. The Bargain Corner is open seven days a week, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

business spotlight

Bargain Corner
287 Main Street
Chester, Vt. 
802-875-5745

art
THE DEPOT STREET GALLERY
Featuring over 150 artists, the perfect place 

to find that unique gift for the artful home and 

garden. Home of The Silver Spoon Studio, where 

vintage silverware becomes unique sculptures, 

jewelry, and artful creations. 44 Depot Street, 

Ludlow.  802-228-4753. www.silverwareart.com 

(02/16/18 TFN)

GALLERY AT THE VAULT
Step into this historic 1907 bank and find creations 

of 160 local and regional artists. Exhibits include 

Steampunk, Gil Perry’s little paintings, Teresa Hil-

ary’s handpainted scarves, and Open Wall.  

Workshops offered. VAULT, a Vermont State Craft 

Center, is on 68 Main St., Springfield. Tues. - Sat. 

11 to 5   galleryvault.org   802-885-7111 (03/06/18)

bakery
CROWS BAKERY  & OPERA HOUSE 
CAFE
Yummy Pastries, Cakes, Pies, Breads, Cookies. Full 

Breakfast & Lunch 73 Depot St. Proctorsville 802-

226-7007. crowsbakeryandcafe.com. Like us on 

Facebook. (01/09/18 TFN)

builders/ 
contractors

PETER JORDAN CONSTRUCTION
Over 25 years of experience in all phases of con-

struction. Framing, finish carpentry, custom show-

ers and tile work, hardwood flooring, decks, roof-

ing and siding. Fully insured and registered with 

the State of Vermont. Lead Paint Certified. Locat-

ed in Proctorsville. 802-226-8125 (02/20/18 TFN)

DIAZ HOME CARE
Snowplowing & Interior Refinishing

Building & Remodeling: Framing, roofing, siding, 

windows & doors, decks, interior/exterior paint-

ing, flooring, and more. 

Property Management: Plowing, sanding, snow & 

ice removal, and shoveling. 

Excavation

Contact Antonio Diaz: cell 802-779-8117, office 

802-297-7680, antonio.noel.diaz@gmail.com 

(12/04/18)

chiropractor
FOUR SEASONS CHIROPRACTIC, PC
Dr. Denise Natale 58 Parker Avenue, Proctorsville, 

VT 05153, 802-226-7977 Hours: Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, Friday 10AM-6PM (08/01/18 TFN)

cleaning
THE STOVE DEPOT, INC. 
Stove Cleanings and Service:  Any Makes and 

Models - Wood and Pellet Units - thestovedepot@

comcast.net (802)747-9950 North Clarendon, 

(802)824-3677 Londonderry (01/18/18 TFN)

CLEANING & CLEANING OUT
Cleaning and cleaning out houses, apartments, 

businesses, condo’s camps, barns and sheds. 

One-time or regularly. Fully insured - Free Esti-

mate. Call Reggie 802-376-4159 (02/27/18 TFN)

furniture
CHRISANDRA’S HOME 
FURNISHINGS
Our customers say “Your prices are great!” Shop 

our large selection of affordable furnishings and 

accessories. 122 Main St., Ludlow, VT  www.chri-

sandras.com 802-228-4581. (08/08/18 TFN)

home decorating & 
remodeling

CHRISANDRA’S HOME SHOWCASE 
& DESIGN CENTER
Affordable design consultations including color 

selections, room layouts, window treatments and 

furniture choices. Pond St, Ludlow 802-228-2075. 

Main Street, Ludlow 802-228-4581. www.chrisan-

dras.com (08/08/18 TFN)

masonry
MOORE MASONRY
Fireplaces, chimneys and liners, chimney sweeps, 

patios, walls, steps, restoration and repairs. Fully 

insured, free estimates. Contact Gary Moore at 

802-824-5710 mooremasonry802@gmail.com 

(08/22/18 TFN)

painting
TONES & HUES
Quality interior & exterior painting and wallpaper 

removal. Insured, and free estimates. 802-885-

8633 www.TonesAndHues.com (08/08/18)

plumbing & heating
TAILORED PLUMBING AND 
HEATING
All aspects of plumbing, heating,  air conditioning, 

residential repair or new construction. 

Available 24 hours. 802-417-1647; email: 

tailoredplumbingheating@gmail.com  (TFN)

rentals
WHITE’S RENTALS LLC
For Rent: Like new 10,000 lb Kabota Excavators 

w/ steel or rubber tracks. Both machines offer a 

thumb, angle float blade, A/C, heat, and free lo-

cal delivery up to 15 miles.  

For Rent: 28 foot 10,000 lb capacity deck over 

trailer with electric brakes, with our without ramps. 

Call Lou at 802-289-3796 for prices and availabil-

ity. Visit us on the web: www.whitesrentals.com to 

see everything we have to offer. (02/27/18)

sheetrock/drywall
NEWHALL’S NEW WALLS
Complete Dry walling Services, 25-years experi-

ence, free estimates, fully insured. 802-376-8755 

or visit me at: Virgil@newhallsnewwalls.com www.

newhallsnewwalls.com (TFN)

small engine repair
KINNEY’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR
15 Paradise Hill, Bellows Falls, VT. Chain saw, Trim-

mers, Riding and Walk-behind mower, Compact 

Tractors Saw chain and Mower  Blade sharpen-

ing. 802-463-4715 (TFN)

wood pellets  
& bio bricks

THE STOVE DEPOT, INC. 
Prebuy on Pellets/Biobricks (802) 747-9950 North 

Clarendon or (802) 824-3677 Londonderry or 

thestovedepot@comcast.net to reserve yours 

now! (01/18/18 TFN)

yellow
page BUSINESS DIRECTORY

$125for13Weeks•$200for26Weeks•$350for52Weeks
Prices are based on a 20 word listing. An additional 25 cents for each word thereafter. 

Contact us to be in our Yellow Page Business Directory • (802) 228-3600 • ads@VermontJournal.com

Find out how much 
snow is on the slopes!

www.VermontJournal.com

ADULT/CHILD 
CARE
WEE HAVEN Childcare & Preschool 
Call Jen at 603-826-KIDS (5437) 
E-mail: weehavenchildcare@comcast.
net Visit us at: WeeHaven.org 

ANTIQUES
NEW AND USED ANTIQUES We 
have it all. Cummings Hardware 
Rt.103 Chester 802-875-3342 

SAVE ON WOOD 
BOILERS
NEW HAMPSHIRE RESIDENTS save 
up to 30% of the system and instal-
lation cost on a Maxim wood pellet 
boiler. Contact New England Outdoor 
Furnaces at 603-863-8818. 

SEPTIC 
PUMPING
SEPTIC PUMPING AND LOCATING. 
Reasonable rates 802-672-3719 

Visit us 
Online
Any Device
Anywhere
Anytime 

www.VermontJournal.com
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ARIES (March 21 to April 19) An old 
adversary wants to make amends over 
the holidays. The decision is yours. But 
wouldn’t it be nice to share the upcom-
ing new year with another friend?

TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) As 
news of your work gets around, expect 
to receive a special holiday “gift” from 
influential contacts who could help 
you launch your new projects in the 
new year.

GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) 
Instead of fussing over what you 
didn’t do to prepare for the holidays, 
relax and enjoy the kudos for a job tru-
ly well done. A happy surprise awaits 
you early next year.

CANCER (June 21 to July 22) The 
best way to shake off lingering holi-
day blues is to join loved ones in the 
fun and festivities of this special time. 
A confusing situation starts to make 
sense in upcoming weeks.

LEO (July 23 to August 22) Special 
emotional rewards mark this holiday 
time for Leos and Leonas who are able 
to open up to new relationships and the 
possibilities they offer in the upcom-
ing year.

VIRGO (August 23 to September 
22) Your efforts to make the holidays 
especially memorable for some people 
will be rewarded in some unexpect-
ed (but very welcome) ways in the 
upcoming year.

LIBRA (September 23 to October 
22) Be assured that your efforts to 
make this holiday special for every-
one won’t go unnoticed by those who 
could make some important changes 
in your life.

SCORPIO (October 23 to Novem-
ber 21) Lots of folks want you to light 
up their holiday parties. But try to take 
some quiet time ‘twixt those glittering 
galas to spend with some very special 
people.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22 to 
December 21) While the current round 
of holiday revels has your social life 
on the fast track, someone special 
might want to keep pace with you next 
year, as well.

CAPRICORN (December 22 to 
January 19) Enjoy all the fun you 
deserve at this holiday time. However, 
don’t lose sight of the need to check 
out some of the changes the new year 
is expected to bring.

AQUARIUS (January 20 to Febru-
ary 18) What happens during this holi-
day time can help clear up some of the 
confusion jeopardizing a once-stable 
relationship. Follow your instincts on 
what to do next.

PISCES (February 19 to March 20) 
Your holidays are brightened by new 
friends eager to become part of your 
life. But don’t forget to spend time 
with that one special person. (You 
know who!)

BORN THIS WEEK: You have the 
ability to encourage people to reach 
their potential by setting an example 
with your own efforts.

© 2017 King Features Synd.  Inc.

Town of Plymouth

Public Notice of Hearing Before the 

Planning Commission and Zoning Board

A Public Hearing before the Planning Commission and 
Zoning Board of the Town of  Plymouth  will  be  held  on  
Tuesday, January  2,  2018, at  7:00  pm, at  the Municipal 
Building, 68 Town Office Road, Plymouth, VT, to consider:

Applicant:  Susan Hammond and Jonathan Baker 
Proposal: to remodel existing house and cabin 
Location:  902 Farm & Wilderness Road, Plymouth 
Application No. 2017- 24

Dated: December 7, 2017
Michael Coleman, Chair

TOWN OF ROCKINGHAM

Temporary Positions

Sidewalk Plow Operator, Winter Laborers

The Town of Rockingham is accepting applications for the 
temporary part-time, on-call positions of Sidewalk Plow Op-
erator & Winter Laborer for the 2017-2018 winter season. The 
positions report to the Highway Supervisor or Crew Leader.  
Pay classification range is $10.00 to $15.00 depending on train-
ing and experience.  Applications are available at the Munici-
pal Manager’s Office, Town Hall, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday or on the municipal web site, www.rockbf.
org under Public Notices. Pre-employment medical exam and 
drug testing may be conditions of employment.  Applications 
may be sent to Rockingham Highway Superintendent, P.O. 
Box 370, Town Hall, Bellows Falls, VT  05101.  EOE.

Town of Weathersfield, Vermont

Help Wanted

Highway Superintendent

The Town of Weathersfield, Vermont is seeking qualified 
applicants for the position of Highway Superintendent. 
This position is an exempt salaried management position 
with excellent benefits and retirement. Pay will be based on 
qualifications and experience.

More information is available at weathersfieldvt.org. 
Applicants should email a letter of interest and resume to 
weathersfield@weathersfield.org.

TOWN OF WESTON, VERMONT

Ordinance Governing Parking of Motor Vehicles Between November 1 and May 1
Be It Ordained by The Selectboard Of the Town of Weston, State of Vermont, 

pursuant to Title 23, V.S.A. §1008 as follows:

1. No person owning, operating or controlling a motor vehicle shall park, or cause to be 
parked said motor vehicle on any street or highway within the Town of Weston from 
7:00 P.M. to 7:00 A.M., inclusive from November 1st to May 1st, inclusive; excepting here-
from, however, motor vehicles owned, operated or controlled by persons attending the 
critically ill or injured on emergency calls, and motor vehicles of persons attending church 
services.

2. Motor vehicles parked in violation of this ordinance may be removed by the Town Con-
stable or Road Commissioner or by employees of the Town who are under the supervision 
of the Road Commissioner, to a place of storage; and the person owning or controlling said 
motor vehicle so removed shall be liable for all cost of removal and storage.

3. Persons owning or controlling a motor vehicle removed pursuant to this ordinance shall 
be liable for an additional charge of $2.00 per hour above the cost of storage for each hour 
or fraction thereof said motor vehicle is in storage commencing at 8:00 A.M. of the day said 
motor vehicle is stored.

4. The Town Constable and Road Commissioner and employees of the Town who are under 
the supervision of the Road Commissioner shall be exempt from liability for damage in-
curred to motor vehicles removed under this ordinance; and all persons other than the Town 
Constable and the Road Commissioner and employees of the Town under the supervision of 
the Road Commissioner shall be insured and are deemed to be self-insured for liability for 
damages incurred to motor vehicles which they remove under this ordinance.

5. Every person convicted of a violation of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not 
more than fifty dollars ($50.00).

6. This Ordinance shall become effective upon the third publication of the terms thereof, 
such publication to be once each week for three successive weeks on the same day of the 
week; thereafter, a single publication will be made annually.

DONE AT WESTON, IN THE COUNTY OF WINDSOR, STATE OF VERMONT, THE 
8TH DAY OF OCTOBER, 1974.

BOARD OF SELECTMEN
James F. Convery

Donald W. Hart
Robert G Parker, Jr.

TOWN OF GRAFTON

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The Town of Grafton is seeking a qualified person to serve 
as Administrative Assistant. The position reports to the 
Board of Selectmen and is responsible for maximizing the 
potential for Grafton’s select board, committees, and staff to 
respond effectively to the community and individual citizen 
needs. The position requires attention to detail, initiative, 
and ability to work with little supervision. This full time 
position (32+ hours per week) offers a competitive salary/
benefits package commensurate with background expe-
rience. For a copy of the full job description, experience 
requirements, or inquiries, please contact the Selectmen’s 
office at 802-843-2552. 

Resumes and cover letters must be received by 3pm on 
Thursday, December 28, 2017. Town of Grafton, PO Box 
180, Grafton, VT 05146 Attn: Select Board. 

CLASSES & 
WORKSHOPS
SATURDAY DEC. 16 - 
WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, 
Vt. – The Upper Valley Curling 
Club will hold a “Learn to Curl” 
clinic on Saturday, Dec.16 
at 5:45 p.m. at the Barwood 
Arena in White River Junction 
and is open to any individual 
age 12 and older. The club 
provides all equipment you 
will need, you just need to 
wear warm clothing and shoes 

with non-skid soles. You will 
learn the basics of delivery, 
sweeping and strategy. Space 
is limited and the clinic does 
require a fee. Participants must 
register in advance at www.
uppervalleycurling.org. Click 
on “Learn to Curl.” 

SUNDAY, DEC. 17 –
RUTLAND, Vt. – Spartan Arena 
is sponsoring a series of Learn 
to Play instructional hockey 
sessions led by members of the 
Rutland Cutting Edge women’s 
ice hockey team. Instruction will 

be geared to players of varying 
abilities, even if you have never 
skated before. No experience 
is necessary! But the following 
equipment is required: hockey 
helmet with face shield, hockey 
gloves, hockey skates (rentals 
are available at the rink), 
and a hockey stick. It is also 
highly recommended that 
you wear elbow & shin pads. 
The Cutting Edge has some 
equipment to loan to get you 
started. Sessions run from 
6 - 7 p.m. No preregistration 
is necessary, though it is 
recommended that you arrive 
20 to 30 minutes ahead of time 
to suit up! Questions?  Email 
rutlandcuttingedges@gmail.
com

WEDNESDAY DEC. 20 - 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Vermont 
Adult Learning is holding 
a High School Diploma 
and GED Orientation and 
Assessment meeting on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at 9 
a.m. at 363 River St., North 
Springfield. This class is free 
to VT residents ages 16 and 

up. Orientation gives potential 
new students an overview of 
programs and guidelines. The 
assessment process helps VAL 
understand current skill levels, 
including: reading, writing, 
and math. Pre-registration is 
required so please visit www.
vtadultlearning.org or call 802-
546-0879.

CLUBS
MONDAYS –  
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Springfield 
Community Chorus rehearsals 
are on Monday evenings 
at 7 p.m. at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church on 21 
Fairground Rd. Contact Terri at 
springfieldcommunitychorus@
gmail.com or call Barbara 
at 802-886-1777. www.
springfieldcommunitychorus.
org. TFN 

QUECHEE, Vt. - Valley Stamp 
Club meets second Mondays 
at the Quechee library located 
at 1957 Main St. For more 
information contact John Lutz 
at 802-728-6212. TFN

CHESTER, Vt. - Please join the 
Chester Senior Citizens Club 
for their monthly luncheon 
meeting, third Mondays at 
11:30 a.m. at the Chester 

Congregational Church on 
Main Street. Enjoy lunch, jokes 
and funny stories, and possibly 
Bingo. Just bring your place 
setting, if possible a dish to 
share, and a friend. If you 
need a ride, just call Georgia 
802-875-6242. TFN

TUESDAYS-
LUDLOW, Vt. – Ludlow Rotary 
Club meets every Tuesday and 
is hosted by DJ’s Restaurant, 
146 Main St. from 12:15 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. Enter via 
side door opposite bank 
drive-through. Visit www.
ludlowrotary.com or contact 
club President, Tesha Buss at 
teshabuss@gmail.com. TFN

THURSDAYS – 
CHARLESTOWN, N.H. – The 
Charlestown Rotary Club meets 
at the Charlestown Town Hall 
at 6:30 p.m. on Summer Street. 
For more information email 
rayandrosie@comcast.net. TFN

RUTLAND, Vt. – Marble Valley 
Duplicate Bridge Club meets 
from 7-10:30 p.m. at the 
Godnick Center in Rutland, Vt. 
Snacks provided. Come join for 
a fun evening. More info call 
802-228-6276. TFN

SATURDAYS – 
MOUNT HOLLY, Vt. – Still life 

drawing. The Mount Holly 
Artists Group meets at 10:30 
a.m. in the community center 
room (under library) and sets 
up a still life. The sessions are 
open to all and free of charge. 
All that is needed is pen and 
paper. TFN

SUNDAYS -
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Catamount Composite 
Squadron of the Civil Air 
Patrol meets at 3:30-6:30 
p.m. most Sundays at 
Squadron Headquarters, 13 
Airport Road, N. Springfield. 
Membership is open to ages 
12 and up. Call Commander 
Capt. Tom Williams at 802-
558-5571, Twilliams@vtcap.
org. TFN

COMMUNITY 
MEALS
SATURDAY, DEC. 16– 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Springfield 
PTA Breakfast with Santa is 
on Saturday Dec. 16, from 
8 -11 a.m. at the Elm Hill 
Primary School, 10 Hoover 
St., Springfield, Vt. Pancakes 
and bacon will be served for a 
small fee. Kids holiday crafts, 
raffle prizes, story time, and 
Santa will be there. Email 
ptacomedy@gmail.com for 
more information.

WALPOLE, N.H. – Come join 
us for our Breakfast with Santa 
on Saturday Dec. 16 from 8:30 
- 10 a.m. by donation at the 
First Congregational Church of 
Walpole.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 20 – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Join us 
for a free community lunch on 
Wednesday, Dec. 20 at the 
First Congregational Church 
United Church of Christ, 77 
Main Street in Springfield 
from 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
Menu includes baked ham, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, 
tossed salad and Christmas 
cake. No take out. All are 
welcome.

TUESDAYS-
PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Monthly 
potluck, third Tuesdays at the 
Perkinsville Community Church 
vestry located at 33 Church 
St. Bring a hot dish, salad or 
dessert and have a nice visit. 
For more information contact 
Lorraine Zigman 802-263-
5245 or email lzigman@
comcast.net. TFN

WEEKDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – The 
Bellows Falls Area Senior 
Center serves lunch 11:30 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Monday 
through Friday to area seniors. 
The Senior Meals menu for the 
week is available by calling 
802-463-3907. The Bellows 
Falls Area Senior Center is 
located at 18 Tuttle St. We 
are wheelchair and walker 
accessible with plenty of 
parking. TFN

EVENTS
THURSDAY, DEC. 14 –
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Gallery 
at the VAULT’s first ever 
Men’s Night is on Thursday, 
Dec.14 from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Join us for refreshments and 
camaraderie as you explore 
beautiful and original items in 
a wide price range including 
jewelry, scarves, ornaments, 
mobiles, and garden items, 
photographs and fine art as 
well as creations in glass, 
pottery, stone, and wood. 
Includes free gift wrapping. 
Gallery at the VAULT, a 
Vermont State Craft Center, 
is located on 68 Main St. in 
Springfield. For more details 
visit www.galleryvault.org or 
call 802-885-7111.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Village Square Booksellers 
is welcoming the authors Bill 
Mares & Bob Stannard of “The 
Full Vermonty: Vermont in the 
Age of Trump”, as well as 
author and illustrator Charles 
Norris-Brown of “Did Tiger 
Take the Rain?” on Thursday 
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calendarAUTOMOTIVE

802-722-4722

I-91 • Exit 5 • Route 5 • Westminster, VT
www.WestminsterAutoVT.com

Financing Available as low as 2.99%

Open Mon.-Fri. 8am-6pm | Sat. 9am-1pm

Find us on Facebook!

WESTMINSTER AUTOWESTMINSTER AUTO
WEEKLY SPECIALS

2012 KIA SORENTO LX

2011 HONDA CR-V XL

4 Cylinder, GDI, Auto, AWD, A/C, PW, PDL, 

PS, Tilt Wheel, AM/FM Stereo,  

CD Player, Sirius Satelite, Bluetooth,  

Backup Camera, Fog Lights

4 Cylinder, Auto, 4WD, ABS, A/C, PW, PDL, 

PS, Cruise Control, Keyless Entry,  

AM/FM Stereo, CD Player, Steel Wheels,  

Traction & Stability Control

$12,995

$13,995

BENSON’S CHEVROLET, INC.
MAIN StREEt, LudLoW, Vt

Vermont’s oldest Family owned Chevrolet dealership
228-4000   Toll Free 877-228-6127   www.bensonschevy.com

Service Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am–6pm • Sat. 8am–3pm

Fisher 

Plows 

Available!

2013 CHEVY TAHOE
LTZ Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $29,995

2012 FORD FUSION
SEL Package, Leather, Sun Roof, Only 27,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $11,995 

2012 SUBARU OUTBACK 
2.5 I LIMITED

AWD, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $13,995

2012 CHEVY CRUZE
LT Package w/ RS Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,495

2011 HONDA PILOT
EXL Package, AWD, Leather, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $16,995

2014 GMC 2500 CREW CAB
SLT Package, 4x4, One Owner, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $29,995

2014 BUICK REGAL GS
AWD, 2.0 Liter Turbo, Sun Roof, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $18,995

2014 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA
SE Package, Fully Loaded, Only 23,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $11,995

2014 CHEVY CRUZE
LT Package, Auto, One Owner, Only 15,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $12,995

2014 GMC 2500 HD 
CREW CAB

4x4, SLT Package, Fully Loaded, One Owner

SALE PRICE $29,995

2011 NISSAN FRONTIER
4 DOOR CREW CAB

4x4, SL Package, Sun Roof, Leather Interior, Extra Clean

SALE PRICE $11,995

2010 CHEVY EQUINOX
LT Package, AWD, Fully Loaded, Only 93,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $9,995

2010 TOYOTA COROLLA
S Package, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,995

2009 HONDA ACCORD LXP
Fully Loaded, Only 84,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $8,995

2008 CHEVY EQUINOX
AWD, Sport Package, V6, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $8,995

2017 CHEVY CRUZE PREMIER
Auto, Turbo, Fully Loaded, Only 7,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $17,995

2017 NISSAN ROGUE AWD
Auto, PW, PDL, Tilt Wheel, Only 5,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $20,995

2017 NISSAN FRONTIER
4 DOOR CREW CAB
4x4, Fully Loaded, Only 7,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $26,995

2017 NISSAN MURANO S
AWD, Only 3,000 Miles, Brand New

JUST ARRIVED

2016 CHEVY 2500 HD
4X4 CREW CAB

LT Package, Like New, Fully Loaded, Only 16,000 Miles, Heated Seats

DURAMAX DIESEL

2005 FORD MUSTANG 
CONVERTIBLE

Auto, Fully Loaded, Leather Interior, Only 82,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $7,995

2003 CHEVY 2500 HD
4 DOOR CREW CAB

Duramax Diesel, One Owner, Only 107,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $13,995

1993 CHEVY CORVETTE COUPE
2 REMOVABLE TOPS

Auto

SALE PRICE $7,495

1984 MERCEDES 380SL
CONVERTIBLE W/ REMOVABLE HARD TOP

Only 29,500 Miles

SALE PRICE $27,000

2016 CHEVY COLORADO
4 DOOR CREW CAB

4x4, Z71 Off Roac Package, One Owner

SALE PRICE $29,995

2016 TOYOTA TACOMA 
ACCESS CAB

Auto, PW, PDL, One Owner

SALE PRICE $22,995

2016 NISSAN SENTRA
Auto, One Owner, Extra Clean

SALE PRICE $13,995

2016 CHEVY MALIBU
LT Package, Sun Roof, Only 15,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $16,995

2016 CHEVY EQUINOX
LTZ Package, AWD, 6 Cyl, Sun Roof, Navigation, Leather, One Owner

SALE PRICE $25,995

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX
AWD, LS Package, One Owner, Only 26,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $16,995

2015 CHEVY COLORADO
CREW CAB

Z71 Off Road Package, 4x4, One Owner, Only 34,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $26,995

2015 FORD F-150
SUPER CREW CAB
4x4, Fully Loaded, One Owner

SALE PRICE $29,995

2015 CHEVY 2500 HD EXT CAB 
4x4, Duramax Diesel, LT Package, One Owner, Only 44,000 Miles

DURAMAX DIESEL

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX
LT Package, AWD, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $16,995

2015 CHEVY G-30 HIGH CUBE
12 ft Box, Extra Clean, One Owner

JUST ARRIVED

2015 KIA SORENTO
LX Package, AWD, Fully Loaded

SALE PRICE $15,995

2015 CHEVY 3500 HD 
4 DOOR CREW CAB 4X4

LTZ Package, Fully Loaded, Duramax Diesel, Sun Roof, One Owner

SALE PRICE $50,995 

2015 TOYOTA TACOMA
4 DOOR CREW CAB

SR5, 4x4, TRD Sport Package, Long Box, One Owner, 26,000 Miles

SALE PRICE $28,995

2015 FORD FIESTA HATCHBACK
SE Package, Auto

SALE PRICE $9,995

2016 CHEVY TRAX
AWD, LS PACKAGE,  

ONLY 4,000 MILES

STOCK #1643

2014 CHEVY 1500 CREW CAB 
LT PACKAGE, Z71 OFF ROAD PACKAGE, 

HEATED SEATS, LIKE NEW

STOCK #7148A

2016 JEEP CHEROKEE TRAILHAWK
FULLY LOADED, ONE OWNER

STOCK #7442B

SALE PRICE

$28,995

ONLY

9,000 MILES

SALE PRICE

$17,995

2016 BUICK ENCORE
AWD, SUN ROOF, NAVIGATION, 

ONLY 13,000 MILES

STOCK #1634

2016 SUBARU IMPREZA
SPORT LIMITED, AWD, FULLY LOADED, 

ONE OWNER, LEATHER

STOCK #1640

SALE PRICE

$20,995

2016 CHEVY 1500 DOUBLE CAB
LT PACKAGE, FULLY LOADED, 4X4,  

ONLY 28,000 MILES

STOCK #1635

SALE PRICE

$29,995

2005 GMC YUKON
XL PACKAGE, 4X4, LEATHER, SUN ROOF,  

WINTER SPECIAL!

STOCK #1475A

2016 NISSAN ROGUE
AWD, AUTO, PW, PDL, TILT WHEEL, 

ONLY 7,000 MILES

STOCK #1645

SALE PRICE

$6,995
SALE PRICE 

$19,995

2014 GMC TERRAIN
SLE 2, NAVIGATION, 

ONLY 44,000 MILES

STOCK #1494

SALE PRICE

$17,995
SALE PRICE

$19,995

Driving through the snow... In a brand new Chrevrolet...

EVENTS CONT. 
THUR, DEC. 14 CONT. - 
Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. Call 802-
463-9404 for book and event 
reservations.

FRIDAY, DEC. 15 -
PUTNEY, Vt. –Next Stage 
Arts Project is delighted to 
present international a capella 
sensation The Groovebarbers, 
with special guests, the Putney 
Central School Chorus, in 
the fourth annual holiday 
concert, on Friday, Dec. 15, 
at 7:30 p.m. Kids under 6 get 
in free. The newly renovated 
and accessible Next Stage 
is located at 15 Kimball Hill, 
Putney, VT. Tickets are available 
online at www.nextstagearts.
org, or at the Putney Coop or 
Turn It Up in Brattleboro. The 
Groovebarbers annual show 
has become a staple of the 
holiday season in Putney, and 
returns by popular demand. 
Bring the family for an evening 
of harmony and song that will 
have your spirit soaring and 
your kids rushing to start their 
own vocal quartets as quick as 
you can say Wenceslaus! This 
is show is so family friendly that 
kids 6 and under are free when 
accompanied by an adult, limit 
of one free kid per adult ticket. 
There will be popcorn and 
other refreshments in the lobby.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – 
Downtown Bellows Falls opens 
its doors for an evening of art, 
music, local shopping, food 
and fun on the 3rd Friday of 
every month, known as BF3F. 
This month on Friday, Dec. 
15 from 4 – 8 p.m., BF3F 
coincides with the BFDDA 
Shop Local “Not Just Men’s 
Night” event. Village Square 
Booksellers celebrates with 
Jazz and Holiday Tunes 
by Fred Tipton & Maryann 
McArdle from 5 – 7 p.m. In 
addition local businesses are 
teeming with special offers 
and giveaways. Refreshments, 
personal shopping assistance 
& free gift wrapping are 
also available. For more 
information on BF3F specials 
visit https://www.facebook.
com/BellowsFalls.3rdFriday/

SATURDAY, DEC. 16 – 
WINDSOR, Vt. – Santa is 
Coming to Windsor by fire 
engine on Saturday, Dec. 16 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Windsor House, 54 Main 
Street. Bring your list and tell 
Santa whether you’ve been 
naughty or nice! Hot chocolate, 
cookies, and candy canes! All 
are welcome!

CLAREMONT, N.H. –The 
World’s Greatest Eagle’s tribute 
band, Eaglemania, performs 
one night only at the Claremont 
Opera House, Saturday, Dec. 

16 at 8 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased by calling 603-542-
0064, in person at COH in the 
city hall complex, or online at 
www.claremontoperahouse.
org. Cash bar from Sweet 
Fire BBQ will be available 
before the show and during 
intermission. Presented by Fly 
on The Wall Concerts. 

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Coffeehouse Music Series at 
the Springfield UU Church 
will feature Jared Gunnell on 
Saturday, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m. 
Jared is a singer-songwriter 
whose other creative outlets 
include video production and 
graphic design. He is currently 
Executive Director of SAPA-TV 
Springfield, VT, Area Public 
Access Television. Doors open 
at 6:30 p.m, music starts at 
7. All are welcome. You’ll 
be able to purchase snacks 
and beverages. Held at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
21 Fairground Rd., Springfield.

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Thomas 
Fontaine will be at Village 
Square Booksellers to sign 
his two books on Saturday 
Dec. 16 at 1 p.m. Fontaine, 
a 1982 graduate of BFUHS 
has published two children’s 
books about Grafton and the 
Civil War. His first book, “The 
Messenger Boy of Grafton, 
Vermont”, was published last 
year by the Grafton Historical 
Society. The newest Civil War 
book, “The Grafton Cavaliers” 
was created to help educate 
local readers on Civil War 
history in their area. For book 
and event reservations, call 
802-463-9404

FRIDAY, DEC. 22, 2017-
PUTNEY, Vt. – Next Stage 
Arts Project presents Sean 
Altman’s JEWMONGOUS, at 
7:30 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 22. 
Tickets at the door, available 
online, through the Next Stage 
website www.nextstagearts.
org or at the Putney Coop 
or Turn It Up in Brattleboro. 
Next Stage is located at 15 
Kimball Hill, Putney, VT, and 
features a newly renovated, 
accessible performance space. 
All faiths and the faithless are 
welcome but due to occasional 
potty-mouthedness, Sean 
Altman’s JEWMONGOUS is 
not appropriate for kids under 

16 unless you’re training them 
to be sailors. Ex-Rockapella 
star Sean Altman’s unkosher 
comedy song concert 
JEWMONGOUS is “tuneful 
and sharply witty” according to 
the Los Angeles Times.

SATURDAY, DEC. 23 – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – On 
Saturday, Dec. 23 from 2–6 
p.m., parents can get some 
last minute holiday stuff taken 
care of while the children are 
occupied at the pool. Besides 

swimming, there will be games, 
a holiday craft, a gift-wrapping 
station, and movie during 
dinner. Children can bring 
along gifts that they have 
made or purchased and use 
our wrapping station. Space 
is limited to 25. We provide 
up to four hours of supervised 
fun, healthy snack, and pizza 
from the Subway restaurant 
for dinner. Registration and 
advance payment required. 
Call member services at 802-
885-2568 or register online.

THURSDAYS – 
LUDLOW, Vt. – Gypsy Reel 
plays regularly at The Killarney, 
in Ludlow. Music always 
begins at 6:30 p.m. and 
continues until 8:30 p.m. or 
later (depending upon football 
schedule). Fine ale, good pub 
food, and great music in the 
traditional Irish style. TFN

GASSETTS, Vt. - Bingo will be 
held every Thursday night at 
the Gassetts Grange. Starts at 
6:30 p.m., doors open at 5 

p.m. Supper, raffle and 50/50 
tickets are on sale. Come and 
join in. Call Donna at 802-
591-4290 or you can call the 
hall at 802-875-1051. TFN

SATURDAYS-
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. – Internet 
and jazz jam Saturday at the 
Flat Iron Exchange, located in 
the square. No cover charge, 
just a tip jar to listen to some 
great jazz music. Enjoy a 
coffee and relax. 5-7 p.m. TFN

SUNDAYS– 
PUTNEY, Vt. – Dinner and a 
movie every fourth Sunday, 
5:30 p.m. At each event, the 
chefs at the Gleanery will 
serve a special menu in time 
for diners to make it to the 
hosted 7 p.m. film screening 
around the corner at the newly 
renovated Next Stage. For 
pricing or reservations call 
802-387-3052. Limited seating 
available. 15 Kimball Hill Rd. 
TFN
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Your Hometown 
Full Service Tire Store

Most Major Brands Available

Specializing in Quality 

Truck Retread Tires

Family Owned and Operated

Rt. 5 North, Bellows Falls, VT

802-463-3320

CHEEVER TIRE SERVICE, INC. 

OUR SNOW 
TIRES ARE IN!

Stop in or Call Scott Simpson 
for a Confidentail Interview

802-886-9510 office

SSimpson@SpringfieldAutomart.com

TOP
TECHNICIANSTOP
TECHNICIANSTOP
TECHNICIANS

we are searching for

we need experienced technicians - we will train!

all apply!

Benefits Include:
401k•FullHealthPlan•Dental

Newest Tools of the Trade!

home of the

BIG
DEAL

P&M Auto Sales
Quality Used Cars and Trucks

280 River Street • Springfield, VT • Tel: 802-885-4963  •  802-885-6200

Specials of the Week

Ask 
about
our

Guaranteed
Credit Approval

Bankruptcy • Bad Credit
First Time • Divorce

2013 Chevy Malibu 2012 Jeep Grand Cherokee

2012 Nissan Rogue SV2011 Ford Escape XLT

4 Door Sedan
FWD

V6
Auto

Fully Loaded

Laredo, AWD
Auto
Leather
Sun Roof
Fully Loaded

Fully Loaded
AWD
Auto
4 Cylinder

AWD
4 Cylinder

Auto

$20 
Oil Change up to 5-quarts 

Filter & Lube Doesn’t Include Synthetic Oil

Offer Expires 12/31/17

pets of the week
Meet Bailey
I’m a 6-year-old spayed female mixed breed. 
I’m a big, beautiful girl that is very big on love! 
I came to Lucy Mackenzie when my dad died. 
I was lost without him at first, but then I made 
lots of new friends. Making new friends is one 
of my most favorite things! Since I’ve been here, 
lots of good things have happened. I’ve always 
had really red itchy skin, but not anymore! In 
my former life, I really loved human food….like 
really, really loved it. I can’t have it anymore, 

Meet Mittens
Hi! I’m a 1-year-old spayed female and I am a 
playful fun-loving cat that is sure to bring lots of 
love and adventure to any home! I came to Lucy 
Mackenzie with some of my cat buddies when 
our owner was suddenly forced to relocate. I 
don’t mind it here at all! There’s lots of toys – I 
love to play! - and there’s lots of nice cats and 
people. I was actually adopted for a short while 
but things didn’t work out. That’s ok, though. 
I’d love find a new home where there are lots 

because it makes me feel horrible. I also eat a 
special hypoallergenic food that has made such 
a difference! In my new home, I would like very 
comfy beds, a nice fenced in area I can play in, 
and people that will make sure I lead a healthy 
life. My new home would have no cats or small 
dogs. I could probably live with another larger 
dog, as long as we got along. I’m a fun-loving 
girl that promises to bring lots of smiles and 
laughs to my new family. If you think we’d be a 
good match, stop in, and meet me today!

and lots of toys and people to pet me, too. I’m 
affectionate, adorable, and awesome. If you’ve 
been looking for a new kitty companion, stop 
in, and meet me today!

Lucy McKenzie Humane Society
4832 VT Route 44, West Windsor Vt.
802-484-5829  -  www.lucymac.org
Tuesday through Saturday, noon-4 p.m.
Towns of Andover, Baltimore, Cavendish, Chester, 
Grafton, Londonderry, Ludlow, Springfield, Weathers-
field, Weston, and Windsor

FARMERS’ 
MARKETS
SATURDAY, DEC. 16-
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – The 
Springfield Farmers Market 
will be holding a Christmas 
Holiday Farmers Market 
Saturday on Dec. 16 from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the United 
Methodist Church on Valley 
St. in Springfield. Vendors 
will be offering a variety of 
products including grass fed 
beef, honey, maple syrup, eggs 
and roasting chickens. Also 
available will be homemade 
artisan breads, doughnuts, 
holiday pies, cookies, jams 
and jellies, as well as specialty 

pickles and relishes. There 
will also be an assortment 
of unique handcrafted items 
including crocheted dishcloths, 
beeswax candles, jewelry, 
a collection of Old World 
Santa’s, holiday decorations 
and more. Pies can be pre-
ordered by calling 802-885-
4096 before 12/14. For more 
information or to become 
a new vendor visit www.
springfieldvtfarmersmarket.
com. 

FRIDAYS-
WESTON, Vt. – We are happy 
to announce the start of the 
new Weston Winter Farmer’s 
Market at the Walker Farm 
Playhouse. Starting Dec 1, 

Friday hours are from 3 p.m. - 
6:30 p.m. Your favorite dairy, 
eggs, cheese, meat and bread 
vendors will be on hand as well 
as prepared foods, artisans 
and crafts people. Come and 
support by purchasing local 
and fresh!  Dates for December 
are Friday Dec. 22 and 29. 
Lots of fun and real close to 
home. Shop and enjoy local!

LIBRARIES
SATURDAY, DEC. 16 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. – In 
honor of the holidays, the 
South Londonderry Free 
Library is presenting its annual 
gift making workshop for kids 

on Saturday, Dec.16 at 10:30 
a.m. Children of all ages 
are invited to make special 
handmade presents for the 
people they love. Art teacher 
Casey Junker Bailey will 
provide all the materials and 
instruction for making unique 
gifts. Santa will also be there 
to share books and visit with 
children. For more information 
call the library at 802-824-
3371.

SATURDAYS-
ALSTEAD, N.H. - Stop by the 
Shedd-Porter Memorial Library 
for cinnamon buns the last 
Saturday of each month and 
visit with friends or neighbors. 
The cinnamon buns are from 

McGuire’s Bakery and are 
available for a small fee. All 
the proceeds go to benefit the 
library. The library is at 3 Main 
St., Alstead.

MEETINGS
MONDAY, DEC. 18 –
CHESTER, Vt. – Please join the 
Chester Senior Citizens Club 
for their monthly luncheon 
meeting at 11:30 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 18 at the 
Chester Congregational Church 
on Main Street. Come join 
in the fun of a Yankee Swap; 
bring a wrapped gift, either 
something from home or $5 
limit if new. Please bring your 
place setting, if possible a dish 
to share, and a friend. If you 
need a ride, call Georgia at 
802-875-6242. Hope to see 
you there.

TUESDAYS- 
WESTMINSTER, Vt. – 
Westminster Fire & Rescue 
Department monthly meeting 
on the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 
Rescue training is on the 
second Tuesday and combined 
drill on the third Tuesday. More 
information can be found at 
www.westminsterfireandrescue.
org. TFN

WEDNESDAYS-
LUDLOW, Vt.- Black River 
Area Community Coalition 
meets third Wednesdays in 
the Community room of the 
Fletcher Memorial Library, 
Main St. in Ludlow, starting at 
5:30 p.m. More information, 
visit www.braccvt.org. TFN

SUPPORT 
GROUPS
MONDAYS– 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - NAMI 
Vermont Connection Recovery 
Support Group is a mental 
illness support group. It 
provides a forum to share 
experiences and learn about 
opportunities and challenges 
regardless of diagnostics. 
HCRS, CRT Room, 390 River 
St. Meets every Monday from 
1-2 p.m. Info: call 800-639-

6480 or visit www.namivt.org. 
TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - 
Overeaters Anonymous 
Meeting from 7-8 p.m., 44 
School St., Bellows Falls. Please 
call 802-376-3507. TFN

TUESDAYS-
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Breast 
Feeding Support Group second 
and fourth Tuesdays at the 
Springfield Hospital Library 
Level D. Noon-2 p.m. It is free 
and no registration is required. 
For more information call Erin 
at 802-885-7511. TFN

LUDLOW, Vt. – Co-Dependents 
Anonymous meets on 
Tuesdays, 6:30-7:30 p.m. in 
the basement of the Fletcher 
Memorial Library, 88 Main 
St. in Ludlow. Find out more 
about CoDA at coda.org. For 
more information regarding 
this meeting, contact Sarah 
E. at sarahcoda2016@gmail.
com. TFN

BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - TOPS 
Chapter Vermont #12 meets 
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart Social Center, 
39 Green Street in Bellows 
Falls. Come to TOPS (take off 
pounds sensibly) a non-profit, 
non-commercial, weight loss 
support group that really 
works. Every week there are 
interesting programs that touch 
on topics that help us in our 
quest for weight loss. We share 
healthy recipes for main meals 
and snacks. Your first meeting 
is free. Bring a friend; you 
won’t be disappointed. Visit 
our website www.tops.org for 
more information. TFN

WEDNESDAYS – 
LONDONDERRY, Vt. - Weekly 
clean and sober 12-Step 
Meeting. Support Group meets 
at Neighborhood Connections 
next to the Londonderry Post 
Office at 5:30 p.m. every 
Wednesday. TFN

LUDLOW, Vt. – Eating 
behavior support group meets 
Wednesdays at 6 p.m. at the 
Women’s Center for Binge and 
Emotional Eating on 70 Main 

St. This free group is intended 
to help you understand your 
eating and/or weight-related 
struggles. The group is led 
by trained therapists who 
specialize in eating behavior. 
To join call 802-975-0435 or 
email shiri@fitwoman.com. 
TFN

ASCUTNEY, Vt. - Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
meets on the third Wednesday 
at Martin Memorial Hall, 
Lower Level (Handicapped-
accessible), 5259 Route 5, 
Ascutney, (near Exit 8 off I-91) 
at 6:30 p.m. Do you know or 
think you may be depressed? 
Have a friend or family 
member who has depression? 
Then this group is for you! 
Support, empathy, sharing, 
education, confidentiality, peer-
led. Contact TwinStateDSG@
gmail.com or 641-715-3900 
(ext. 650055#). TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. – Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
meets on the fourth Wednesday 
at Turning Point Recovery 
Center (Handicapped-
accessible), 7 Morgan Street, 
Springfield at 6:30 p.m. 
Do you know or think you 
may be depressed? Have a 
friend or family member who 
has depression? Then this 
group is for you! Support, 
empathy, sharing, education, 
confidentiality, peer-led. 
Contact TwinStateDSG@gmail.
com or 641-715-3900 (ext. 
650055#). TFN

THURSDAYS – 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - Mental 
health peer support group, 
2-3:30 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church, 77 
Main St. The group’s goal 
will be to provide a safe and 
healthy environment for people 
to give and receive support 
around mental health issues. 
The group is free and open to 
the public. Call Diana Slade at 
802-289-1982. TFN

SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - TOPS (Take 
Off Pounds Sensibly) at Huber 
Building, 80 Main St. Weigh-
in starts at 8 a.m. and the 
meeting begins at 9 a.m. TFN

PERKINSVILLE, Vt. – Twin State 
Depression Support Group 
Board of Directors will now 
meet every other month in 
2018 on the third Thursday at 
6:30 p.m. at 2520 Route 106 
in Perkinsville. Please come join 
us. New local phone number is 
802-795-0098. This is a voice 
mail line. Updates regarding 
meetings will be posted during 
bad weather. Messages will 
be checked daily. The 2018 
schedule is: Jan. 18, March 
22, May 17, July 19, Sept. 
20 - the one exception will be 
in November - that date to be 
announced. 


