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The legal voters of the Town Fire District Number 3, Westminster Town School 
District and the Town of Westminster are hereby notified and warned to meet 
at the Bellows Falls Union High School Auditorium in Westminster, Vermont 
on Saturday March 4, 2017 at ten o’clock in the morning (10:00A.M.) to take 
action on the Articles following Article 1.

The meeting will be recessed to the Westminster Institute, East Parish, West-
minster, Vermont to meet at eight o’clock in the forenoon (8:00 A.M.) on Tues-
day, March 7, 2017 for the consideration of Article 1, 12 and 13 by Australian 
Ballot. The polls shall remain open until seven o’clock in the evening (7:00 
P.M.) at which time the meeting will recess to meet at the Bellows Falls Union 
High School Auditorium at eight o’clock in the evening (8:00 P.M.) on Tuesday, 
March 7, 2017 to consider any remaining articles, if necessary.

Article 1:  To choose all Town Officers, Town Fire District Number 3 Of-
ficers, Town School District Officers by Australian ballot, Tuesday, March 7, 
2017 from eight o’clock in the forenoon (8:00 A.M.) until seven o’clock in the 
evening (7:00 P.M.).
Article 2:    To hear the reports of the Town Fire District Number 3 and to take 
action thereupon. 
Article 3:    To see whether Town Fire District Number 3 shall authorize and 
instruct its Prudential Committee and Treasurer to borrow money, if neces-
sary, to meet current expenses, on the credit of the District, in anticipation of 
the collection of taxes and/or the receipt of any State or Federal Funds. 
Article 4: To see if Town Fire District Number 3 shall raise and appropriate 
the sum of Two Hundred Fifty-Two Thousand, Three Hundred Fifty dollars 
($252,350) to pay the indebtedness and other general expenses of the District 
for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018.
Article 5: To transact any other business proper to be brought before the Town 
Fire District Number 3 meeting. 
Article 6: To hear the reports of the Westminster Town School District Officers 
for the last year and to take action thereon.
Article 7: To see if the Westminster Town School District will vote to pay its 
District Officers compensation in the following amounts: Town School District 
Board Chair, $1,100.00 per year; other Town School District Board members, 
$800.00 per year, and; the Town School District Clerk, $125.00 per district 
meeting.
Article 8: To see if the Westminster Town School District will apply the sum 
of fifty-seven thousand, eight hundred forty-three dollars and forty-five cents 
($57,843.45) from the fiscal year 2016 fund balance to create a reserve fund to 
be used for grades 7 and 8 tuition payments to Vermont public and approved 
independent schools and authorize the board to expend said funds.
Article 9: To see if the Westminster Town School District will apply the sum of 
forty thousand dollars ($40,000.00) from the fiscal year 2016 fund balance to 
create a reserve fund to be used for capital improvements at the Westminster 
Schools and authorize the board to expend said funds.
Article 10: To see if the Westminster Town School District will apply the sum 
of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000.00) from the fiscal year 2016 fund balance 
to create a reserve fund to offset expenditures in fiscal year 2019 in order to 
reduce taxes.
Article 11: Shall the voters of the Westminster Town School District approve 
the school board to expend four million, four hundred twenty-four thousand, 
nine hundred fourteen dollars and fifty-seven cents ($4,424,914.57), which is 
the amount the school board has determined to be necessary for the ensuing 
fiscal year? It is estimated that this proposed budget, if approved, will result in 
education spending of fifteen thousand, two hundred eighty-three dollars and 
sixty-eight cents ($15,283.68) per equalized pupil. This projected spending per 
equalized pupil is 4.40% lower than spending for the current year.
Article 12: Shall the voters of the Westminster Town School District vote to 
form the Windham Northeast Unified School District (“Unified School Dis-
trict”) on the following terms:
   1. The districts listed below (referred to herein as Member Districts) shall 
all be identified as “necessary” for the formation of the New Unified School 
District:
  Athens School District
  Grafton School District
  Rockingham School District
  Westminster School District
The Bellows Falls Union High School District shall also be considered neces-
sary for the formation of the new Unified School District but it shall not be 
referred to as a Town School District and its interests are represented by the 
voters of each of the Town School Districts.
   2. The Windham Northeast Unified School District will offer education to 
pre-kindergarten through Grade 12.
   3. The Windham Northeast Unified School District Board of Directors will 
be comprised of ten (10) board members who shall have equal votes and 
whose initial representation will mirror that of Union High School District 
#27 (Bellows Falls High School) on March 7, 2017. This ratio will be reviewed 
upon the issuance of each U.S. Census and may be reviewed more frequently 
to reformulate its membership in accordance with existing state law at that 
time. Formulation of the initial membership on the board of school directors 
as detailed below:
   Number of Board Members by District
  Athens  1
  Grafton  1
  Rockingham 5
  Westminster 3
The Windham Northeast Unified School District Board Directors will be nom-
inated from the legal voters of each Town School District (and after formation 
of the Unified School District, each member town), and will be elected by 
Australian ballot for three-year terms, except for those initially elected at the 
time of the formation of the Windham Northeast Unified School District. Can-
didates will be elected by an at-large vote of the electorate in the Town School 
Districts.
   4.A. The use of the Windham Northeast Unified School District schools and 
related facilities and property will be determined by the Windham Northeast 
Unified School District Board of Directors in a manner that most effectively 
and efficiently attains quality and equitable education for all students. However, 
the Windham Northeast Unified School District Board of Directors will con-
tinue to use all school facilities operating as elementary/middle public schools 
on July 1, 2018 for Windham Northeast Unified School District programs 
and activities unless a majority vote of the electorate of the municipality in 
which the school is located approves a plan to close a school facility. Decisions 
regarding the use of schools for pre-kindergarten programs will be determined 
by the Windham Northeast Unified School District Board of Directors.
   4.B. No later than June 30, 2018, the Forming Entities will convey to the 
Windham Northeast Unified School District all of their school-related real 
property and personal property, including all land, buildings and contents for 
One Dollar subject to all encumbrances of record and the Windham Northeast 
Unified School District will assume all capital associated therewith.
   4.C. In the event that, and at such subsequent time as, the Windham North-
east Unified School District determines that any of the real property, includ-
ing buildings and land, conveyed to it by the Forming Entities other than the 
Union High School District is or are unnecessary to the continued operation of 
the Windham Northeast Unified School District and its educational programs, 
the Windham Northeast Unified School District shall convey such real prop-

erty, for the sum of one dollar, and subject to all encumbrances of record, the 
assumption or repayment of all outstanding bonds and notes and the repay-
ment of any school construction aid or grants as required by Vermont law, to 
the municipality in which it is located.
   The conveyance of any of the above school properties shall be conditioned 
upon the town/village owning and utilizing the real property for community 
and public purposes for a minimum of five years. In the event a town/village 
elects to sell the real property prior to five years of ownership, the town shall 
compensate the Windham Northeast Unified School District for all capital 
improvements and renovations completed after the formation of the Wind-
ham Northeast Unified School District and prior to the sale to the town/
village. In the event a town/village elects not to acquire ownership of such real 
property, the Windham Northeast Unified School District shall, pursuant to 
Vermont statutes, sell the property upon such terms and conditions as estab-
lished by the Windham Northeast Unified School District Board of School 
Directors.
   4.D. For at least the first year that the Windham Northeast Unified School 
District is fully operational and providing educational services, students will 
attend elementary school and middle school according to their town/district 
of residence.
   5.A. Capital Debt:
The Windham Northeast Unified School District will assume all capital debt 
of Forming Entities, including both principal and interest, as may exist at the 
close of business on June 30, 2018.
   5.B. Operating Fund Deficits and Balances:
The Windham Northeast Unified School District will assume any and all 
general operating deficits and/or surpluses and fund balances of the Forming 
Entities that may exist at the close of business on June 30, 2018. Those Form-
ing Entities with surpluses, fund balances or remaining reserve funds at the 
close of business on June 30, 2018, will transfer all such funds to the Wind-
ham Northeast Unified School District. In addition, reserve funds identified 
for specific purposes will be transferred to the Windham Northeast Unified 
School District and will be applied for said purpose unless otherwise deter-
mined through appropriate legal process.
   5 C.  Specified Funds:
The Forming Schools will transfer to the Windham Northeast Unified 
School District any pre-existing school district specific endowments or other 
restricted accounts that may exist on June 30, 2018. Scholarship funds or like 
accounts held by school districts on June 30, 2018 that have specified condi-
tions of use will be used in accordance with said provisions.
   6. The provisions of the Report and Formation Plan approved by the State 
Board of Education on December 20, 2016, which is on file at the offices of 
the Windham Northeast Supervisory Union shall govern the Unified School 
District. (Voted by Australian Ballot)
Article 13: To elect the following directors to the initial Board of Directors of 
the Windham Northeast Unified School District:
 Athens:  1 Director for a one-year term expiring in March of 2019
 Grafton: 1 Director for a two-year term expiring in March of 2020
 Rockingham: 5 Directors 
  2 for one year terms expiring in March of 2019
  1 for a two-year term expiring in March of 2020
  2 for three year terms expiring in March of 2021
Westminster: 3 Directors
  1 for a one-year term expiring in March of 2019
 1 for a two-year term expiring in March of 2020
 1 for a three-year term expiring in March of 2021
 (Voted by Australian Ballot)
Article 14: To transact any other proper business to be brought before the 
Town School District Meeting. 
Article 15: To hear the reports of the Town Officers and to take action there-
upon.
Article 16:  To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will raise and 
appropriate the sum of $130,000 for the Town Highway Equipment Reserve 
Fund.
Article 17: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will raise and 
appropriate the sum of $15,000 for the Bridge Rehabilitation Reserve Fund.
Article 18: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will raise and 
appropriate the sum of $4,200 in addition to the sum ($4,200) included in the 
budget proposed by the Selectboard making the total $8,400, for the support 
of the Westminster West Public Library. 
Article 19: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will raise and 
appropriate the sum of $9,534 for the support of Southeastern Vermont Eco-
nomic Development Strategies to provide workforce and economic coordina-
tion services to residents of the Town. 
Article 20: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will create a 
reserve fund for the proposed needed upgrades to the Town Highway Garage 
and place $63,000 in this fund from the FY 16 budget surplus.
Article 21: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will approve the 
placement of $100,000 in the Capital Improvement Fund for the purpose of 
the approved renovation to the Town Hall with the money coming from the 
FY16 surplus. 
Article 22: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will the placement 
of $140,000 in its Rainy Day Reserve Fund for the purpose of any and all 
emergency expenses that the Town may face due to unplanned circumstances, 
with the money coming from the FY16 surplus. 
Article 23: To see if the voters of the Town of Westminster will raise and 
appropriate the sum of $1,901,185 to pay the indebtedness of the Town, repair 
highways and pay general expenses of the Town for the Fiscal Year beginning 
July 1, 2017 and ending June 30, 2018.
Article 24: To transact any other proper business to be brought before the 
Town of Westminster Meeting.
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WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL
3651 US Rt. 5, Westminster, Vermont

Notice of Public Hearing

TOWN HALL RENNOVATION PLANS

The Westminster Selectboard will hold a public hearing at 
6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at the Town Hall, 
3651 US Route 5, Westminster, VT, to take comments on 
the Town Hall Renovation Plans.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on 
the proposed plans designed by Arnold & Scangas Archi-
tects for the Town Hall Renovation Project. 

Plans may be examined and/or obtained at the Town Office 
during regular business hours or viewed on the Town’s 
website, www.westminstervt.org.

Dated at Westminster, Vermont, this 25th of January, 2017.
Westminster Planning Commission

TOWN OF WESTMINSTER

P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722-4255  Fax 802-722-9816	
  

Planning Commission

WESTMINSTER TOWN HALL
3651 US Rt. 5, Westminster, Vermont

Notice of Public Hearing

Supplement to the Town Plan Version 6.2

The Westminster Planning Commission will hold a second 
public hearing at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 23, 2017 
at the Town Hall, 3651 US Route 5, Westminster, VT, to 
take comments on the supplement to the Westminster 
“Town Plan Version 6.2.” for approval.

With assistance from the Windham Regional Commission 
and general public participation, the Planning commission 
have determined the Westminster Town Plan Supplement, 
as proposed, is consistent with the goals established in Sec-
tion 4385 of title 24 V.S.A.

The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comments 
on the supplement and to discuss any comments provided 
by the public. 

The full text of the Supplement to the Town Plan Version 
6.2 may be examined and/or obtained at the Town Office 
during regular business hours or viewed on the Town’s 
website, www.westminstervt.org.

Dated at Westminster, Vermont, this 25th of January, 2017.
Westminster Planning Commission

TOWN OF WESTMINSTER

P.O. BOX 147 WESTMINSTER, VT 05158
Tel. 802-722-4255  Fax 802-722-9816	
  

CLASSES & 

WORKSHOPS
TUESDAY, FEB. 7 -
BRATTLEBORO, Vt. - Nestled 
within 48 acres of beautiful 
countryside with stunning 
views of the meadows, 
forest land, and the distant 
mountains, Hillside Village 
in Keene, New Hampshire, 
will offer a retirement lifestyle 
unlike any other in the region. 
We invite you to join us for 
lunch and learn more about 
Hillside Village at The Tavern 
Restaurant at the Colonial 
Motel, 889 Putney Rd. 11 a.m.

SATURDAY, FEB. 18-
BRATTLEBORO, Vt. - Past 
Lives, Dreams and Soul Travel 
from 2 - 3 p.m.  Discover 
your true purpose, and learn 
how to find greater love and 
spiritual freedom through an 
understanding of the unique 
opportunities available to each 
of us today. Brooks Memorial 
Library, 224 Main St. More 
info: www.eckankar-vt.org, 
800-772-9390.

CHESTER, Vt. - Have you 
ever wanted to learn the art 
of Bookmaking?  Intro to 
Codex Binding on Saturday, 
February 18th.  Both classes 
run from 12 – 3 p.m. All 
materials are included in the 
cost.  These workshops are 
best suited for ages 8+.  For 
more information, contact 
Emily Burkland at Community 
Art Garden theartgardenvt@
gmail.com or (802) 289-
3071 or check their website 
to enroll in one of the classes 
or get more information 
about Chester, VT’s own little 
community ART studio!  www.
communityartgarden.com  

TUESDAY, FEB. 21 – 
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 23- 
SPRINGFIELD, Vt. - SAPA TV 
and Springfield Town Library 
are teaming up to offer a fun, 
three-day video production 
class series for kids 10 and up. 

We will learn how to navigate 
a camera, how to set up video 
equipment and learn about 
the basics of audio recording. 
If you are interested, please 
e-mail asah@sapatv.org or 
call (802) 885-3108 for more 
information or to sign up. 
This class is free will be held 
at Springfield Town Library 
located at 43 Main Street, 
Springfield Vt.  Class time is 
9 a.m. to 12 p.m. each day – 
with breaks for snacks!

MONDAY & WEDNESDAY- 
WALPOLE, N.H. - Pam 
Bernard announces the 
beginning 8-week sessions of 
writing and reading memoir 
workshops at her home in 
Walpole, NH.  Folks are 
coming together who have 
never before considered their 
lives worthy of exploration, 
finding new meaning in the 
act of harnessing memory 
and imagination. Please email 
pam@pambernard.com, or 
visit www.pambernard.com 
or call for more information. 
603.756.4177.  February 
27, 12 - 3 p.m. Wednesdays: 
January 11 - March 1, 1 - 4 
p.m.

TUESDAYS – 
BELLOWS FALLS, Vt. - River 
Voices Poetry meets every 
Tuesday at 7 p.m. at the Flat 
Iron Exchange Building on the 
Square. All poets welcome. 
Discussion of all aspects of the 
poem. 802-463-22074

PROCTORSVILLE, Vt. – 
Kundalini yoga with Liza Eaton 
KRI at 89 Depot Street from 
9:30 - 11 a.m. is a safe & 
empowering practice.  This is 
a gentle yoga class suitable 
for beginners with no previous 
yoga experience. Yoga mats, 
blankets, pillows & chairs 
provided. Part 2: February 7, 
14, 21, 28 Sign up by Jan. 31 
for Part 2. Liza Eaton (802) 
875-2868 eaton.liza@gmail.
com. For full details, prices and  
to sign up online visit www.
buddhafulyoga.com










